
Alexandria Gazette Packet  ❖  Children’s & Teens’ Connection 2019-2020  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Address Service Requested

To: 1604 King St.,

Alexandria, VA 22314

Attention

Postmaster:

Time-sensitive

material.

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Alexandria, VA

Permit #482

25 Cents

Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper December 26, 2019

Children's & Teens'
Gazette Packet 2019
Children's & Teens'

Gazette Packet 2019

AlexandriaAlexandria
Gazette PacketGazette Packet

Ellie Minor Grade 9
St. Stephen’s and
St. Agnes  School



2  v  Alexandria Gazette Packet  v  December 26 - January 8, 2020 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Leading the Alexandria Luxury Market for 40 Years
#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

mcenearney has partnered with

One Warm Coat
to help people in need this winter

Please drop off new or gently used winter clothing at our Old Town Office.

109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

Monday - Friday  |  9 AM - 5 PM
Saturday - Sunday  |  10 AM - 4 PM

If you are not able to make it to our office but would like to make a donation, please call 
703.549.9292, and we will have one of our Associates pick it up from you!

Old Town | $5,200,000
The Sanford Dempsey House is an in-town historic estate that offers modern luxury and enduring craftsmanship. Built Circa 1780, the home has been masterfully expanded 
and updated to modern standards. With over 9,000 SF of living space, the home has 6 bedrooms, 6.5 bathrooms, and impressive rooms for entertaining and comfortable living. 
A double garage and expansive driveway offer private off-street parking for 5 cars. The property boasts a subterranean theater/media room, large chef’s kitchen and catering 
pantries, a guest suite with its own kitchen, bath and living rooms, and a historic smoke house recently converted into a SMART office. Located only 2 blocks from King Street and 
the waterfront, the quarter acre lot is graced by lush lawns and manicured specimen gardens, including a trellised wisteria which surrounds a lovely outdoor patio.
Mary Ellen Rotondo 703.472.5454 
www.FineLivingRE.com

Old Town
$3,450,000
Magnificently restored 
1851 home with 
exquisite original 
features. 8 working 
fireplaces, exceptional 
chef’s kitchen, and 
4 lovely bedrooms 
with 3.5 renovated 
baths. Professionally 
landscaped patio and 
side garden, 2 off-street 
parking spaces plus a 
small garage.

Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421
www.BabsBeckwith.com

Old Town | $2,290,000
Overlooking Windmill Hill Park, this 5-bedroom stunner 
offers panoramic views of the Potomac. Built in 1820, 
this historic home was meticulously renovated with 
improvements that incorporate modern amenities 
while preserving its charm. 
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

Old Town | $1,745,000
Completely renovated from top to bottom with over 
3,000 SF of living space. 5 bedrooms, 4.5 bathrooms, 
an expansive roof-top deck, main level patio, and 2+ 
off-street parking spaces. One block off of King Street 
and 5 blocks to the King Street Metro.
Jillian Keck Hogan 703.951.7655 
www.JillianKeckHogan.com

Belle Haven | $2,495,000
Stunning newly completed 7,200-SF custom home on 
a large flat lot. 6 bedrooms, 5 full and 1 half baths. 
Wide-plank oak floors, elegant millwork and top-of-
the-line finishes equal the essence of luxury. Minutes 
to Old Town, the new Amazon HQ2, and DC. 
Melissa Shelby 703.627.0074 
www.melissasellsvirginia.com
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Children’s & Teens’ Gazette

Julia Choi, Alexandria. Age 10.
5th grade, St. Thomas More
school in Arlington, teacher

Ms. Stephanie Pacheco.
-Drawing: The Season of

Friendship

Mason Choi, Alexan-
dria. Age 9.
3rd grade, St. Thomas
More school in
Arlington, teacher Ms.
Veronica Fernandez.
-Drawing: Box Jellyfish

TWENTY-FOUR DAYS
Twenty-four days, twenty-four days!
Counting the days are making a maze!

Christmas is coming, this I know,
but maybe this year it will come and then go?

Days and nights, skies and snow,
Christmas will come, but eventually go.

Time is ticking,
clocks are clicking,
time is racing by.
And then finally! Christmas is nigh.

It seems like I had some patience,
but maybe I let it go.
Perhaps I’ll remember it and then I’ll never know.

Christmas will come some other time,
but for now I feel like the world is mine.

Poem:
24 Days

(Advent)
By Mason

Choi,
Alexandria.

Age 9

About This
Dear Readers:

This week, the Alexandria Gazette Packet turns over its pages to
the youth and students.

We asked children and teens from the area to contribute their
words, pictures and photos for our annual Children’s & Teens’ Issue.

While we were unable to publish every piece we received, we did
our best to put together a paper with a sampling of the submitted
stories, poems, drawings, paintings, photographs and other works
of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by school staff to gather the
materials during their busy time leading up to the holidays. We’d
also like to encourage both schools and parents to mark their 2020
calendars for early December, the deadline for submissions for next
year’s Children’s & Teens’ Gazette. Please keep us in mind as your
children continue to create spectacular works of art and inspiring
pieces of writing in the coming year.

This student issue is only a part of our year-round commitment to
cover education and our local schools. As always, the Gazette wel-
comes letters to the editor, story ideas, calendar listings and notices
of local events from our readers. Photos and other submissions about
special events at schools are especially welcome for our weekly news
pages.

Our next print edition will come out on Jan. 8, 2020. Happy New
Year!

Reach us at editors@connectionnewspapers.com
Mary Kimm

Alexandria Gazette
Editor and Publisher

Rainbow Dance
By Brianna Lopez Vasquez, 8, Grade 3
Teacher: Sergio Sierra
Mount Vernon Community School

Holy Family by the Owls class at Washington Street United Methodist Church Preschool.

The Queen’s Corgi, by Kiland Hatcher, age 7,
first grade, St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes
School. Her teacher is Ms. Tyler Leachman. Frog by Sebastian Deringer, of Alexandria,

German International School, Potomac
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Josiah Thomas, grade 7 Kate Griffis, grade 8 Amanda Houseman, grade 8

Cara Harris, grade 6 Gael Aisparo, grade 8

Evelyn Keene, grade 8 Gaetamina Vehoeven grade 6

Kaela Berkey, grade 7 Eva Creighton 3, grade 8

Artwork from

George Washington Middle School,
Art Teacher Janice Rollins

Addie Davenport, grade 7 Alexa Ventura, grade 8

Rory Patterson, grade 8
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See Alexnadria Country

Day School,  Page 7

Sadia Hussain,
2nd Grade, Age 7

Caroline Lehman,
4th Grade, Age 10

Ryan Kremer,
1st grade, Age 6

Ellie Harris,
2nd Grade, Age 8

Evelyn Bryan,
2nd grade, Age 7

Zethan Hazel, 4th grade, Age 10

Seneca
Baytosh,
7th grade,
Age 12

Alexandria
Country Day
School
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Alexandria Country Day School

Alexander Kocsis, 4th grade, Age 9

DJ Heiber, 7th grade, Age 12

Vivian Kocsis, 6th Grade, Age 12

Sabrina
Dunton,

5th grade,
Age 11
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John Adams  Elementary School Art Teacher Lauren Dykhuis

Art Teacher Julie Donaldson

Douglas MacArthur Elementary

Dezmond Godfrey
2nd Grade Abeeha Sheikh 3rd Grade Hazen Bonilla-Ibarra 3rd Grade

Langley Ann Dalton
3rd grade

Sadie Szamosfalvi
4th grade

Caroline Fitzpatrick
2nd grade

Lily Smith 1st grade

Alice Halloran 4th grade

Adeliene Wolfe
2nd grade

Anita Salguero
5th grade
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John Adams
Elementary
School Art

Teacher Nici Finnegan

Mohammed Sharrat,
4th grade

Samuel Boaame,
Kindergarten

Jayden Holmes,
4th grade

Children’s & Teens’

Gazette
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Michelle Hernandez Yanez Sabrina Delcid Zelaya Ayla Orona Leila Abarca Max Rocchio Katherine Reyes Cardenas

Daniel Ackah Sahidatu Sesay Joyce Mananika Ronald Cook Kathryn Rutherford Yasmin Hernandez Salmeron Quinn Bresner

Cindy Alvarado Rainah Boyd Hailey Haukedahl Sarah Shinto Evan McKnight Helen Russell Emily Mejia Moreno

Maryum Ramzan Leah Devendorf

Abigail Delcid

Evelyn Ipsen

Fatima Arevalo Zambrano Isabella Valenzuela Emory Stouffer Alice ThompsonFrank Agama Perez Betty Amron

Day of the Dead
Sugar Skull Painting

T.C. Williams High School
Minnie Howard Campus

Acrylic paintings from the Day of the Dead Sugar Skull Painting unit. The students are
9th graders in Art I from T.C. Williams High School Minnie Howard.

Anna Davila, Visual Arts Teacher

Children’s & Teens’ Gazette
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Children’s & Teens’ Gazette

Francis C. Hammond
Middle School

Jefferson
Houston School

The teachers of the students are:
Ms. Nancy Flores (grades K-5) &
Ms. Hannah Brownell (grades 6-8)

Abraham Juarez-
Osorio, 3rd Grade,
teacher Nancy
Flores, Jefferson
Houston School

Eliana Maldonado
Aguilar, 1st Grade,
teacher Nancy
Flores, Jefferson
Houston School

Ashley Juarez-
Osario, 7th Grade,

Teacher Hannah
Brownell, Jefferson

Houston School

Melkite (Molly) Dawit
8th Grade,Age12

Marijona Mamarjabova
Grade 8th, Age 13

Brandon Quiroga –
7th Grade, Age 12

Michelle Sanchez-
8th Grade Age 13

 Angerlyn Arteaga Canales, 7th Grade, age 13

Jennifer Ojeda, 6th Grade, Age 12 Zineb Founti, 8th Grade, Age 13
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Ella Rae Beckner Grade 3 Charlie Douglas Grade 3

Pendleton Fraley
Grade 2

Brady Hendy Grade 2

Ellie Minor Grade 9 Nat Johnson Grade 11

Zach Gunn Grade 11 Sophie Atkisson Grade 9

St. Stephen’s and

St. Agnes  School
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Children’s & Teens’ Gazette

See Charles Barrett Elementary,  Page 15

Lupita Baten-Lopez, CBES 5th Grade Siena Lester, CBES 5th Grade Reese Waterhouse, CBES 5th Grade

Addison Rahn, 4th Grade Cooper Zissman, CBES, Grade 5 Kavya Bulusu, CBES 2nd Grade

Carter Webber, 3rd Grade Sabrina McAllister

Brandon McCargo, 3rd Grade Ned DiNapoli, 3rd Grade

Alexis
Bittner,
CBES,
Grade 3

Charles Barrett
Elementary
School
Art Teacher

Ellen Pattisall

Mackenzie
Foley, CBES,

Kindergarten
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From Page 14

Concetta DiSalvo, CBES 3rd Grade
Abby Shewchuk, 5th Grade

Claudia
Reading

Charles Barrett
Elementary
School
Art Teacher

Ellen Pattisall
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Ava Norman, 6, 1st Grade Conor Dixon, 11, 5th Grade
Sofia Pamiry, 11, 5th Grade

Matthew Maury Elementary
Luisa Tio, Art Teacher

Joshua Hailye, 11, 5th Grade Diana Yates, 6, Kindergarten
Emma Lynch, 9, 3rd Grade Estella Henton, 10, 4th Grade

James K. Polk Elementary School

Christian Smith, Grade 4

Dayana Benitez, 4th Grade Genesis Acabal Merida, Kindergarten

Nicklaus
Routhouska,

5th Grade

Umair Baig, 5th grade Marcos Laboy, 5th Grade
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Samuel W. Tucker Elementary School

Children’s & Teens’ Gazette

5th grade — Sugar skulls inspired by the tradition artwork for Dia de los Muertos
Art Teacher : Sean Murphy

Mohammed  Raja age 11
Valeria Guerrero Guerron
age 11Zahra Nikzad age 11

4th grade — Mirror Tessellation Playing cards inspired by M.C.Escher

Rosemary Gamel age 10 Jazmin Barksdale age 10 Kye Dementi age 10

3rd grade — X- ray hands inspired by the tradition artwork for Dia de los Muertos and Quadrilateral Cityscapes

Melany Blanco Rios age 9 Liam Painter age 9 Mattiulah Amin age 9

Hayden Podolsky age 9 Lyron De Castro age 9 Angel Flores Arias age 9

Kindergarten — Flying Self Portrait Quilts inspired by Faith Ringgold

Amir Abdul Ali age 6 Gisselle Lamar age 6 Sahid Bundu age 6
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

The doctor told me that I’ll probably receive 

days. The pathologist will send the results to my 
oncologist who presumably will email them to 
me. Now whether that new information will 
cause a change in my treatment, I certainly don’t 
know. However, I would imagine that knowing 
the genetic mutation/biomarker would cause an 
immediate change. We’re not exactly waiting for 
Godot here. And neither is the process rocket 
science. It’s medicine. It’s research. It’s years of 
clinical trials. All of which has led to the FDA’s 
approval of more drugs for the treatment of lung 
cancer in the last three years than in the previous 
three decades, according to LUNGevity. Lung 
cancer research, after years of comparative 

it deserves. After all, lung cancer is by far the 
leading cause of cancer deaths annually with up 
to 200,000 new cases diagnosed every year.

“Targeted Therapy” is what I’m talking about. 

icine is more effective when given to a patient 

not all the same). Eleven years ago when I was 

the oncologist’s playbook. Now, they’re on page 
one. After years of receiving treatment based 

to move to the head of the class. Maybe even 

ogist’s prize cow.) This is not experimental stuff, 
this is state of the art, so to speak. And soon, if 
I’m lucky, I will join the ranks.

about what might happen next. I have learned 
during my years of treatment and meetings with 
my oncologist that future scenarios are rarely 
discussed. Sure, we’ve occasionally mapped 
out, generally speaking, a course of action/
reaction, but my oncologist prefers not to get 
too far ahead of where we are at present. One 
new symptom and/or unexpected result from a 
CT scan or a brain MRI and once again, it will 
be “Katie, bar the door.” Accordingly, I have 
become a patient patient. That’s not double talk, 
that’s years of experience. I’d like to think it’s part 
of the reason I’m still alive.

Another reason I’m still alive is the Team 
Lourie philosophy: hoping Kenny can stay alive 

which then enables you to take advantage of the 
next big thing/new drug. Over the last 11 years, 

provided drugs which allowed me to live years 
beyond my original “13 month to two year” 

ry once again of the latest and greatest treatment: 
“Targeted Therapy.” If so, another 11 years would 

To say I’m excited would not exactly describe 
my state of mind. Hopeful, of course. Anxious, 
for sure, because I think my oncologist, per our 
last meeting, was anticipating my future a bit and 
switching from my present opdivo immunothera

tion of medicines) seemed timely to him. Ergo, 
my needle biopsy today at the Interventional 
radiologist. I guess you could say “I’m pleased as 

phrey Jr., the 38th Vice President of the United 
States, that I had this procedure. It opens up/
creates new treatment possibilities which for a 

important than I realize. After all, my oncologist 

stage IV diagnosis as “terminal.” A disease for 
which my oncologist also said that he “could 
treat, but that he couldn’t cure.” Well, I don’t 
suppose he can cure me now with whatever 
targeted therapy matches my tumor’s biomarker 
so I’m counting on these new drugs being able 
to treat me some more. I could live with that.

Now 
We Wait

www.AlexandriaGazette.com

@AlexGazette
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 

1/31/20.

11/30/19.
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Old Town Office  |  109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  703.549.9292  |  McEnearney.com  |  #WeAreAlexandria

Equal Housing Opportunity

It’s beyond selling homes.
When McEnearney Associates was formed in 1980, John McEnearney knew that he wanted to create a firm that went above and 
beyond just selling and buying homes for clients... He wanted to give back to the communities that helped grow the firm to more 
than 350 Associates today. Every Associate that joins our firm stands behind a brand that invests in the communities that we live 

and work in. They are responsible for our enviable reputation. They are McEnearney Associates. 

With sincere gratitude, thank you to these organizations and non-profits that we have worked with 
to strengthen our communities for the past 40 years.

OUR 2019 COMMUNITY PARTNERS INCLUDE:  ACT for Alexandria  |  Alexandria Little League  |  Alexandria Rotary Foundation  |  
Alexandria Sportsman Club  |  Boys & Girls Club  |  Carpenter’s Shelter  |  Community Lodgings  |  George Washington Parkway Classic   
Historic Alexandria Foundation  |  Hopkins House  |  Inova Blood Donor Services  |  Mt Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce  |  National Breast 
Cancer Foundation  |  One Warm Coat  |  Rebuilding Together Alexandria  |  SCAN of Northern Virginia  |  Scholarship Fund of Alexandria 
Senior Services of Alexandria  |  Special Olympics of VA  |  Symphony Orchestra League of Alexandria  |  Tall Ship Providence Foundation 

The Campagna Center  |  The Fund for Alexandria’s Child  |  The Twig




