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By Aedan Buchanah, Grade 5

“. Bull Run Elementary
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CH[LDREN’S 8 TEENS’ CONNECTION UNION MILL ELEMENTARY ART GALLERY

Technology Specialist at Union Mill Elementary School.

Grade 1, Ellie C.

b

Grade 5, Sophia Y.
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Grade 5, Makena N.

Grade 5, Mason A.
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Grade 1, Lia C. Grade -4, Caitlyn K. - Grade 4, Anna H.
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Welcome

Dear Readers:

This week, the Chantilly Connection turns over its
pages to the youth and students.

We asked children from area schools to contribute
their words, pictures and photos for our annual
Children’s & Teens’ Issue.

The response as always was enormous. While we
were unable to publish every piece we received, we
did our best to put together a paper with a fair sam-
pling of the submitted stories, poems, drawings,
paintings, photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by school staff
to gather the materials during their busy time lead-
ing up to the holidays. We’d also like to encourage
both schools and parents to mark their 2020 calen-
dars for early December, the deadline for submis-

By Kathleen Meehan, Grade 6,
Bull Run Elementary.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

sions for next year’s Children’s & Teens’ Connection.
Please keep us in mind as your children continue to
create spectacular works of art and inspiring pieces
of writing in the coming year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our year-round
commitment to cover education and our local
schools. As always, the Connection welcomes letters
to the editor, story ideas, calendar listings and notices
of local events from our readers. Photos and other sub-
missions about special events at schools are especially
welcome for our weekly news pages. Our preferred
method for material is email, which should be sent to
kemal@connectionnewspapers.com, but you can reach
us by mail at 1606 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314
or call 703-778-9414 with any questions.

— EpiTor KEMAL KURSPAHIC

By Serena Pan, 8, Centreville, Poplar Tree
Elementary, Grade 2.

EENS CONNECTION

Anna H., Grade 4,
Union Mill Elementary.

Abby S., Grade 6,
Union Mill Elementary.
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CHILDREN'S & TEENS' CONNECTION

BuLL RUN ELEMENTARY

Artwork submitted by Kim Talian, Art Teacher

By Saavni Aggarwal, Grade 6
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ART GALLERY

By Hengyi Wu, &
12, Grade 7,
Rocky Run
Middle School
in Chantilly,
Teacher:
Yanshun Sui.

Sophia Wang, 10, of
Chantilly, Grade 4, Oak Hill

Sophia Wang, 10, of Chantilly, Elementary, Herndon,
Grade 4, Oak Hill Elementary, Herndon, School teacher: Mrs.
School teacher: Mrs. Wagner,Art teacher: Mrs. Yan Sui Wagner,

Art teacher: Mrs. Yan Sui

By Hengyi Wu, 12, Grade 7,
f i ; ] Rocky Run Middle School in Chantilly,
s TR, S _ L WA Teacher: Yanshun Sui.
?}'—"':' & = 3 .

By Sean Pah, 6, Centre-ville,. .

Poplar Tree Elementary, Grade 1,
Teacher:Sarah Lee

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Washington Monument with Santa climbing, by: Max
Priester, Age 7, Virginia Run Elementary (Mrs.
Woodward’s class)

[ = = = — = E-
Family by a Christmas tree, by Jake Priester, Age 4,
Centreville Preschool (Mrs. Chapman’s class) -

“A Joyful Noise,”
by Liam Howard,
10, from
Centreville,
Grade 4, Fairhill
Elementary in
Fairfax. Teacher:
Matt Jones
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CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY

Employment
LI KE us ON Photos by Aubrey Augustine, 17,

Fo rge.t Dai Iy Grade 11, Langley High School,
FACEBOOK = Tacher: Kelly Mulligan.
Commuting

www.Facebook.com/ Print and digital media
fipi : sales consultant for area's irl looks off
connectionnewspapers most popular and trusted Young girl looks o
local news source into the distance in a
u Manage your own hours from home Christmas photoshoot.

Enjay flexible schedule
plus no daily commute
Help local businesses grow
Unique oppartunity 1o be a
VOICE In your community
Competitive compensation

Call Jerry Vernon
703-549-0004

Conneclion Newspapers & Digital Medfa
Truated Connection te Local Commumnitios

Announcements - Announcements

A 1300 Tables! Trade! - Appralsals] &
L) Largest Gau Show n Hetro D %y
Ovar 2 Miles of Guns, Knives & Accessaries!

THE NATIONS GUN SHOW

DECEMBER 27, 28 & 29 - DULLES EXPO [RSEEees
ﬂashll)ight is

4320 Chantilly Shopping Center. Chuntilly, VA 20153 #

A FRI: 3-8 | SAT:9-5 | SUN: 10-5
used to
Get Your Supplies While You Still Can!!! te thi
The MRA National Firearms Museum exhibit presents create . }s
the Hawkar brothers' legendary percussion rifles I memorizing

550-551 - 344 | 540-

o Showmassar :.'I.'.‘u iSHoWS, Comm 4 OF Ong X m
wae Thah stons GunShow com I
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light picture.

Sign up for

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers | v ]
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By Cynthia Yuxm Huang, 13, Oakton, Grade 8 Luther Jackson Mlddle School,
Teacher: Ms. Yanshun Sui
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Chantilly

INNECTION

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

@ChantillyConnec

Newspaper of
Chantilly
Fair Oaks / Fair Lakes
A Connection Newspaper

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered
to homes and businesses.
Published by
Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to
connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

B A ESS=RLRESTORY

WWW COMMNECTIONMEWSPAPERS.COM
CaLL F03-549-0004 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

LANDSCAPING
Good is not
[A&S CONSTRUCTION]|  go0d, where
50D, Mulch, Clean-Up better is
Lﬂ:: H?l‘m“il expected.
auling.
703-863-7465 Thomas Fuller

CTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

K&D EMGEME’

COMMELRCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessad Lighling
Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured
EhoCATY Office  703-235-0654
Gomputer Network Cabling  \ope  703-499-0522
Service Upgrades
Hol Tubs, ele... lekirkman2B8@gmeail.com

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
chantilly@connectionnewspapets.com

Jean Card
Production Editor
jcard@connectionnewspapers.com

Bonnie Hobbs
Community Reporter, 703-778-9415
bhobbs@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Worker
Contributing Writer
aworker@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431

Debbie Funk

National Sales

703-778-9444
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

David Griffin
Marketing Assistant
703-778-9431
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com

Classified & Employment
Advertising
703-778-9431

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm

Executive Vice President
Jerry Vernon
703-549-0004

jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Managing Editor
Kemal Kurspahic
Art/Design:
Laurence Foong, John Heinly,
Ali Khaligh
Production Manager:
Geovani Flores

CIRCULATION
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

A Connection Newspaper
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~GUTTER CLEAN ING

; .+ Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
J Small Repairs = Guitter Euurd: /

wob: lawnsandguiters.com
Frienslly Bervice with a Friendly Price!

A&S Landscaping

= All Goncrete work

+ Retaining Walls = Patios

= Decks = Porches (incl.
screened) = Erosion &
Grading Solutions

= French Drains » Sump Pumps

= Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia
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RN CONTRACTORS INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Mojor Credit Cards
Ucensed, Insured, Bondad * Free Estlimates = Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827 &
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com X
www.rncontractors.com EEBB
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LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

- Quality Tree Service

& Landscaping

Fleasunﬂhia prices. Licensed & insured.

Winter Cleanup...

Tres removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leal removal, planting, hauling
gutter cleaning, retaining walls
drainage problems, ete

‘Eiyears ol :periencz - Free estimates
703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Serulr.e

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

TILE /| MARBLE

T'TLE { MARBLE

FREREREAREERREERIREIR

BATHROOM REMODELING
by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial or Full. Kil, Floors, Backsplashas
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repalr work, 35 yrs axp
www.brennan-tile.com
703-250-2872

Licanzad « Bonded « Insured

703 987 5096

email: jnave

LANDSCAPING

Patios & Drainage

T

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured
* Planting & Landscaping Design

* Drainage & Water Probloms

* Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New

* Patios and Walks * Masonry Work or Dry Laid
* Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any styke you choose
* Retaining walls of all types

All wark Guaranteed

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

COWECTION

Newspapars & (ning
The Comeclion fo Your Community

wWw. Connactionnewspapers.com

An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst mis-
takes that can be made in his subject
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

Now
We Wait

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

The doctor told me that I'll probably receive
results from today’s biopsy in five to seven
days. The pathologist will send the results to my
oncologist who presumably will email them to
me. Now whether that new information will
cause a change in my treatment, | certainly don't
know. However, | would imagine that knowing
the genetic mutation/biomarker would cause an
immediate change. We're not exactly waiting for
Godot here. And neither is the process rocket
science. It's medicine. It's research. It’s years of
clinical trials. All of which has led to the FDA's
approval of more drugs for the treatment of lung
cancer in the last three years than in the previous
three decades, according to LUNGevity. Lung
cancer research, after years of comparative
neglect is finally getting the respect - and dollars,
it deserves. After all, lung cancer is by far the
leading cause of cancer deaths annually with up
to 200,000 new cases diagnosed every year.

“Targeted Therapy” is what I'm talking about.
And it's a simple as is sounds. A specific med-
icine is more effective when given to a patient
with a specific biomarker (type of tumor; they're
not all the same). Eleven years ago when | was
first diagnosed, mutations were not yet a part of
the oncologist’s playbook. Now, they’re on page
one. After years of receiving treatment based
on old-ish/conventional methods, | am about
to move to the head of the class. Maybe even
become the teacher’s pet (I'm already my oncol-
ogist’s prize cow.) This is not experimental stuff,
this is state of the art, so to speak. And soon, if
I’'m lucky, I will join the ranks.

At this juncture, | know very little specifically
about what might happen next. | have learned
during my years of treatment and meetings with
my oncologist that future scenarios are rarely
discussed. Sure, we've occasionally mapped
out, generally speaking, a course of action/
reaction, but my oncologist prefers not to get
too far ahead of where we are at present. One
new symptom and/or unexpected result from a
CT scan or a brain MRI and once again, it will
be “Katie, bar the door.” Accordingly, | have
become a patient patient. That's not double talk,
that’s years of experience. Id like to think it's part
of the reason I'm still alive.

Another reason I'm still alive is the Team
Lourie philosophy: hoping Kenny can stay alive
until research catches up - or even passes you by
which then enables you to take advantage of the
next big thing/new drug. Over the last 11 years,
I've been the beneficiary of research that has
provided drugs which allowed me to live years
beyond my original “13 month to two year”
prognosis (in quotes because that's what my
oncologist said). Now I hope to be the beneficia-
ry once again of the latest and greatest treatment:
“Targeted Therapy.” If so, another 11 years would
suit me just fine.

To say I'm excited would not exactly describe
my state of mind. Hopeful, of course. Anxious,
for sure, because | think my oncologist, per our
last meeting, was anticipating my future a bit and
switching from my present opdivo immunothera-
py to something brand new (or a new combina-
tion of medicines) seemed timely to him. Ergo,
my needle biopsy today at the Interventional
radiologist. I guess you could say “I'm pleased as
punch,” though, to quote Hubert Horatio Hum-
phrey Jr., the 38th Vice President of the United
States, that | had this procedure. It opens up/
creates new treatment possibilities which for a
nearly 11-year cancer survivor is likely way more
important than | realize. After all, my oncologist
did characterize my non small-cell lung cancer,
stage IV diagnosis as “terminal.” A disease for
which my oncologist also said that he “could
treat, but that he couldn’t cure.” Well, | don’t
suppose he can cure me now with whatever
targeted therapy matches my tumor’s biomarker
so I’'m counting on these new drugs being able
to treat me some more. | could live with that.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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AN XIN YE G ALLERY Artwork by Anxin Ye, 15, Vienna, Grade 10, James Madison High School,
Art teacher: Brandy Carter

A Tranquil Dream
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REFLECTIONS
By Fairhill Elementary students

The Best Gift

The best gift is not an ob-
ject or a place yet a feeling.
The feeling of warmth of fam-
ily and friends. The feeling of
paying it forward or buying
something to help someone.
That little drop of kindness
that makes yours and others
day so much better.

The exquisite delight of
making someone smile is the
best gift of all.

—MEIssa IsLam, 11,
CRADE G

The Best Gift I
Have Ever
Been Given

The best gift I have ever
been given wasn’t something
big, like a play set or a bike. It
wasn’t expensive either, like
an iPad or a phone. It was
something more meaningful
than any of those gifts com-
bined. It was a door to imagi-
nation, a window to creativ-
ity. It was a very highly rec-
ommended cure for boredom:
A Book. This magical gift led
me on so many adventures
and to so many memories,
even though it was just a com-
bination of writing and pages,
brought together by a hard
cover. I am extremely grateful
that I was able to receive the
pages, writing, and cover. I
wish that everyone will be
able to receive such a gift, and
be able to treasure it forever.

—MAXINE LEONARD, |1,
GRADE 6

What Makes a
(Good Parent

Being a good parent is a dif-
ficult task but very beneficial
to your child or children. Ways
to be a good parent are loving
your child, making sure your
child is making good choices,
being protective of your child,
and talking to your child when
they need you. Parents are a
role model to their child or
children. That’s why parents
also need to make good
choices, kids should be able to
look up to their parents. A
good parent should know how
to deal with their child or chil-
dren in almost any situation.
The most important thing a
good parent should do is love
their child or children.

—AMANDA L1, |1,
GRADE 6
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