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CHILDREN'S & TEENS' CONNECTION
THIS
LORD LOCATION POETRY CORNER

TAYLOR ONLY! -
STORE CLOSING

7850 TYSON'S CORNER CENTER
MCLEAN, VA 22102

By HyoHYuUN JUNG

A puff of breath®
And the sky is white
Its ivory spray across the night®

EVERYTHING MUST GO! | srowvinsstockibe nky bace

Only to dissolve for the next breath to come

And the night clouds away
o Creamy and soft it graces the stars®
[ | o But a blink and a sniffle and it’s already out of reach
0 FF Melting away in crumbles of light

This time longer till air runs out
LOWEST TICKETED PRICE s NS .
Swirling, smoking, sizzling, and steaming
S I O R E w I D E ' A funnel of warmth disperses to the sky
= My puff is gone

INCLUDING CLEARANCE My breath is gone(

Some axclusions apply.

But in its place is a buzz
A warm buzz
A swirling, tingling, and pounding heart

DRESSES | WOMEN'S | SHOES | HANDBAGS :
Blazing through from head to toe
JEWELRY + ACCESSORIES I BEAUTY I MEN'S A thousand suns and moons within

KIDS' | HOME
Now filling the air is my hope
It it -".'Lh"::;'l."."'. . WETunteeh O 1T e I B Bl B2, VO  Taes AT FPEE L . A breathless wish for a warmer night
WILL CONTINUE TO A ACCEPTED AT OONTINUING LOED & TAYLOR LOCATIONG
ADVERTIGED DISOOUNTS VIO ORLY AT CLOGMD LOCATION LISTED ABDWVE h!Aﬂ:ﬁE T CALH A A STERCARD, AMERCAMN EXNPRES OWER
WO RETURNE » WD ADJUSTHENTS TO SEnlR FUSOH. 1:.! = MO SPECIAL ORDESE ‘ﬂ:\ﬂT\HE D ECOUNT OF FERL BTED

T TED T b et e HyoHyuN JuNc, 17, GRADE I, MCLEAN HiGH (ENCLISH TEACHER: SETH LEBLANC)

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling
10% down e Master Plumber

- nothing until the job _ ..
= is -;r:ﬂgtgg;je,mﬁ e Master Electrician
(| Il | ®* Master HVAC

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Angies list

SUPER SERVICE
AWARD

Free Estlmates :
703-999-2928 visit our website: www. iwopoorfeachers com
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By Cynthia Yuxin Hu
School, Teacher: Ms. Yanshun Sui

Welcome

Dear Readers:

This week, the McLean Connection turns
over its pages to the youth and students.

We asked children from area schools to
contribute their words, pictures and photos
for our annual Children’s & Teens’ Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2020 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s & Teens’
Connection. Please keep us in mind as your

gy -

By Maylee Batucan, 8, Grade 3, Yan’s Art Studio, Vienna

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ang, 13, Oakton, Grade 8, Luther Jackson Middle

children continue to create spectacular
works of art and inspiring pieces of writing
in the coming year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly news
pages.

Our preferred method for material is
email, which should be sent to
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

— EpiTor KEMAL KURSPAHIC

Camp-ing-, by 3enny Wang, il, Graci

By Nola Gramatikov, Grade 6, Spring Hill Elementary

By Brendan Li,
Grade 6,
Spring Hill
Elementary

McLEAN CONNECTION < CHILDREN'S 8 TEENS' CONNECTION 2019-2020 « 3



CHILDREN'S & TEENS' CONNECTION

Artwork by Anxin Ye, 15, Vienna, Grade 10, James Madison High School,
Art teacher: Brandy Carter

ANXIN YE GALLERY

A 5

The utterﬂy

Christmas Night

e —

(1

A Tranquil Dream

4 % McLeEaN CONNECTION < CHILDREN's & TEENS' CONNECTION 2019-2020

REFLECTIONS
By Fairhill Elementary students

The Best Gift

The best gift is not an ob-
ject or a place yet a feeling.
The feeling of warmth of fam-
ily and friends. The feeling of
paying it forward or buying
something to help someone.
That little drop of kindness
that makes yours and others
day so much better.

The exquisite delight of
making someone smile is the
best gift of all.

—MEIssA IsLAM, 11,
CRADE 6

The Best Gift I
Have Ever
Been Given

The best gift I have ever
been given wasn’t something
big, like a play set or a bike. It
wasn’t expensive either, like
an iPad or a phone. It was
something more meaningful
than any of those gifts com-
bined. It was a door to imagi-
nation, a window to creativ-
ity. It was a very highly rec-
ommended cure for boredom:
A Book. This magical gift led
me on so many adventures
and to so many memories,
even though it was just a com-
bination of writing and pages,
brought together by a hard
cover. I am extremely grateful
that I was able to receive the
pages, writing, and cover. I
wish that everyone will be
able to receive such a gift, and
be able to treasure it forever.

—MAXINE LEONARD, |1,
GRADE 6

What Makes a
(Good Parent

Being a good parent is a dif-
ficult task but very beneficial
to your child or children. Ways
to be a good parent are loving
your child, making sure your
child is making good choices,
being protective of your child,
and talking to your child when
they need you. Parents are a
role model to their child or
children. That’s why parents
also need to make good
choices, kids should be able to
look up to their parents. A
good parent should know how
to deal with their child or chil-
dren in almost any situation.
The most important thing a
good parent should do is love
their child or children.

—AMANDA L1, 1,
GRADE 6

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



CHILDREN'S & TeENS' CONNECTION

VILLAGE GREEN

IR M s T
N AY SCHOOL

Where Learning Feels Like Family

Now Enrolling for 2020-2021
e i

LIANG ART GALLERY

* Infant Program

* Preschool Ages 16 months & Up
* Montessori Program

* Extended Day Options

it e B e o vice. by Rvlee Liane. 6 * School Age Childcare K-6 Grade
ife in a Pond, by Rylee Liang, 6, urprise, by Rylee Liang, 6, - ~

McLean, Grade 1, McLean, Grade 1, * Flexible Summer Lamp

Teacher: Yanshun Sui (Yan’s Art Studio). Teacher: Yanshun Sui (Yan’s Art Studio).

790 Walker Road, Great Falls, Virginia

www.vgdsva.com
703-759-4049

.'-r‘. . i

Water Bottle Sailing, by Kyler Liang, 8, Desert Adventure, by Kyler Liang, 8,
McLean, Grade 3, McLean, Grade 3,
Teacher: Yanshun Sui (Yan’s Art Studio). Teacher: Yanshun Sui (Yan’s Art Studio).

Linda Thompson
The Thompson Team of Berkshire
Hathaway HomeServices

(703) 850-5676
(703) 759-7653

1real.lady1@gmail.com

www.LindaThompson.com

(Far i
&/ The Thompson Team wants to thank all their
BE RK5 HIRE clients, business partners, and cooperating
HATHAWAY . .
HomeServiees agents for making this a successful year.
PenFed Realty Make your 2020 move a success for you
L B AN A 1 and your friends by calling us for a personal
Fall Fun, by Rylee Liang, 6, 0Olé, 01¢é, Olé, by Kyler Liang, 8, —M consultation about buying or selling your
McLean, Grade 1, McLean, Grade 3, Iﬂﬁ!‘ﬂﬁ&%ﬂ home or investment property.
Teacher: Yanshun Sui (Yan’s Art Studio). Teacher: Yanshun Sui (Yan’s Art Studio).

9912B GEORGETOWN PIKE B
GREAT FALLS, VA 22066
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CHILDREN'S & TEENS' CONNECTION

SPRING HILL ELEMENTARY

Artwork submitted by Carolyn
Gore-Ashe, Art Specialist, Spring Hill
Elementary School

By Ayla
Zhang,
Grade 6

\ | By Joshua
Riz Avino,
Grade 6

.li:?'.f.:ll r'{."r? i

By Melina Markakos,
Grade 3 Grade 3

G < McLeEaN CONNECTION <+ CHILDREN'S 8 TEENS' CONNECTION 2019-2020

By Zosia
Henryson
Gibbs,
Grade 6

SPRING HILL ELEMENTARY
Artwork submitted by Dorothy Moon, Art Specialist, Spring Hill Elementary School

sty FRRigtu

By Cannon |
Zdimal,
Grade 3

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Artful Siblings

Artwork by Jenny Wang, 11, Grade 7,
Cooper Middle School, and

Jason Wang, 9, Grade 4, in Forestville
Elementary School in Great Falls.

1_ e

Farm, by Jason Wang, Grade 4, in Forestville Elementary
School in Great Falls

Night, by Jenny

& py N

Treehouse, by Jason

Thanksgiving, by Jenny

McLEAN CONNECTION < CHILDREN'S 8 TEENS' CONNECTION 2019-2020 « 7



CHILDREN'S & TeENS' CONNECTION

Lucy Jorjani, Grade 5

Leila
Peleg,
Grade 5

HAYycock ELEMENTARY

Artwork submitted by Sharon
Baumgartner, Art Specialist, Haycock Alexandra
Elementary School Ramirez

Alvarez, Grade 2

N ™

Nico Ortiz, Grade 5

Izzy Rogalski, Grade 1 Scarlett Wastler, Grade 1 Jack McCusker, Grade 1

8 < McLEaN CONNECTION <+ CHILDREN'S 8 TEENS' CONNECTION 2019-2020 wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



CHILDREN'S 6
TEENS' CONNECTION

CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY

Photos by Aubrey Augustine, 17,
Grade 11, Langley High School,
Tacher: Kelly Mulligan.

Young girl looks off
into the distance in a
Christmas photoshoot.

A long shut-

-
ter speed and Serving: A
flashlight is VA - - i
used to 35 703 684 7702 q;
create this 0BX www.techpainting.com
memorizing

light picture.

CONECTION

Newspapers & Online

Special Connections

e Calendar 2020

Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursdays unless noted.

JANUARY
VW BIRORD s v ninnswasinninnsiipnssisbonsidiss s Wellbeing
R R e wve- s e e e A o HomelifeStyle
WERROID o cviiniiiviniaiivnnnssnin A+ Camps & Schools
| { ) oh o T S e e e e, Senior Living
FEBRUARY
T R P T Wellbeing
- National Children’s Dental Health Month
74T b S — Valentine's Dining & Gifts
SV 212020....c0mmmvrsissrsssnnnrssssssssnss HomelifeStyle
I V2020..cviiiniviinansianonnis A+ Camps & Schools
i LT Ln L o R—— ] 0T
Connection Families - Pet Connection

For Print & Digital Advertising Information:

Please Call 703.778.9431 or email
advertising@connectionnewspapers.com

=
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e

a L # s L o g g
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By Cynthia Yuxin Huang, .13, Oakton, Grade 8, Luther Jackson Middle School, bbbt ot ST

Teacher: Ms. Yanshun Sui TOS-TTR-BA51 vhomCovmcn Gout o i P Eormin
W CoMmecSonew s Da0a. Comh I-\."".I.I."\-. = o = bkt Wt Gt o e -"r;\rlh'l'

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM McLEAN CONNECTION < CHILDREN'S 8 TEENS' CONNECTION 2019-2020 « 9



IFASSkEED™

W CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS COM
To ApverTisE iN THIS Parer. CaLL By Monoay 1100 am 703-778-2411

Cleaning Service Employment

Forget Daily

Commuting

Print and digital media
sales consultant for area's
maost popular and trusted

Great Service local news source

Residency Cleaning

Laundry & Cleaning Manage your own hours from home
Attention To Detail Enjoy flexible schedule
Very Thorough plus no daily commute
Help Ipcal businessas grow
Weekly, Bi-Weekly, Monthly Unique opportunity 1o be a
703-992-3907 vOICE in your community
Competitive compensation
An expert is someons who knows some of Call Jerry Vernon
the worst mistakes that can be made in 703-549-0004

his subject and how ta avesd thern, Connection Newspapers & Digital Media

Trustod Commection fo Local Communitios

hn!nouneemanls

1,300 Tables! Trade! - Appralsals!
Largest Gan Show jn Metra OC!
Ovar 2 Miles of Guns, Knives & Accessaries!

VPN
'PEJ?

4320 Chantilly Shopping Center. Clantilly, VA 200153
A FRI:3-8 | SAT:9-5 | SUN: 10-5
Get Your Supplies While You Still Can!ll
The MRA National Firearms Museumn exhibit presents
the Hawken brothers' lagendary percussion rifies.
SR 1 4 | S0-581- 2344
infoiE ShowmasiaryGunShows, com

waae Thah stons GunShowe com
Wi Sherwenasters GUnSh o Soim
I

Sign up for

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS. COM/SUBSCRIBE

i o
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Madison Regulski, Shrevewood Elementary, Grade 4.
SHREVEWOOD ART GALLERY

Artwork submitted by Jessica Chinn, Art Teacher, Shrevewood Elementary

Aadhirai
Thirumal,
Shrevewood
Elementary,
Grade 1.

Lisa Romanova,
Shrevewood
Elementary, Grade 1.

- =y P By, e, oy o, S
Luca Pipia, Shrevewood Elementary, Alisiya Kunt, Shrevewood Elementary,
Grade 2. Grade 2.

T " e
[ | se—r=

il

AT AL

b1 M e
campo Valenzuela,

Shrevewood Elementary, Grade 4.

———

Nathaniel WeBster, Shrevewood
Elementary, Grade 6.
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www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered
to homes and businesses.
Published by
Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to
connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
mclean@connectionnewspapers.com

Kemal Kurspahic
Editor < 703-778-9414
kemal@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Worker
Contributing Writer
aworker@connectionnewspapers.com

Jean Card
Production Editor
jcard@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431
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Display Advertising
703-624-9201
trisha@connectionnewspapers.com

Debbie Funk

National Sales

703-778-9444
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com
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703-778-9431
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com
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Advertising
703-778-9431
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@MaryKimm
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LANDSCAPING
Good is not
[A&S CONSTRUCTION| |  go0d, where
50D, Mulch, Clean-Up better is
Lﬂ:: H?l‘m‘ﬂ' expected.
auling.
703-863-7465 Thomas Fuller

ELECTRICAL

CTRICAL

K&D EMGEME’

COMMELRCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessad Lighting
Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured
EhawiCATY Office  703-235-0654
Computer Network Cabling  \onug  703-499-0522
Service Upgrades.
Hol Tubs, elg... lekirkman2B8@gmeail.com

| currer | currer [
“GUTTER CLEANING /-

[IIXIIII]] eeaassasasaaasad

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs = Gutter Euurd:

wob: lawnsandguiiers.com
Friencly Service with a Friendly Price!

el

[ 111 T o e i
R & R R g
i _. =
L] ¥ g

A&S Landscaping

= All Goncrete work

+ Retaining Walls = Patios

= Decks = Porches (incl.
screened) = Erosion &
Grading Solutions

« French Drains « Sump Pumps

= Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

RN CONTRACTORS INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Lcansed, Insured, Bonded * Free Estimates « Class A Lic
Phone: 703-887-3827 &
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com X
www.rncontractors.com BBB

LANDSCAPING

Patios & Drainage

T

Your neighborhood company sinca 1987

703-772-0500
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

* Planting & Landscaping Design

* Drainage & Water Problams

« Concrate Driveways, Replacement or New

* Patios and Walks * Masonry Work or Dry Laid
* Paver, Flagstona, Brick, any styke you choose
* Retaining walls of all types

All wark Guaranteed

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

'1'Quaiit)y' 'i'rée Service

& Landscaping

Heasunﬂhia prices. Licensed & insured.

Winter Cleanup...

Tres removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leal removal, planting, hauling
gutter cleaning, retaining walls
drainage problems, ete

‘Eiyears ol :periencz - Free estimates
703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Serulr.e

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

TLE /| MARBLE

T'TLE { MARBLE

FRERAEARPERRERIREIRE

BATHROOM REMODELING
by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial or Full. Kit, Floors, Backsplashes
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repair work, 35 yrs axp
www.brennan-tile.com
703-250-2872

Licanzad « Bonded « Insured

703 987 5096

email: jnav

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

CONECTION

Newspapars & (ning
The Comeclion fo Your Community

W Connactionnewspapers. omm

An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst mis-
takes that can be made in his subject
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

Now
We Wait

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

The doctor told me that I'll probably receive
results from today’s biopsy in five to seven
days. The pathologist will send the results to my
oncologist who presumably will email them to
me. Now whether that new information will
cause a change in my treatment, | certainly don’t
know. However, | would imagine that knowing
the genetic mutation/biomarker would cause an
immediate change. We're not exactly waiting for
Godot here. And neither is the process rocket
science. It's medicine. It's research. It’s years of
clinical trials. All of which has led to the FDA's
approval of more drugs for the treatment of lung
cancer in the last three years than in the previous
three decades, according to LUNGevity. Lung
cancer research, after years of comparative
neglect is finally getting the respect - and dollars,
it deserves. After all, lung cancer is by far the
leading cause of cancer deaths annually with up
to 200,000 new cases diagnosed every year.

“Targeted Therapy” is what I'm talking about.
And it's a simple as is sounds. A specific med-
icine is more effective when given to a patient
with a specific biomarker (type of tumor; they’re
not all the same). Eleven years ago when | was
first diagnosed, mutations were not yet a part of
the oncologist’s playbook. Now, they’re on page
one. After years of receiving treatment based
on old-ish/conventional methods, | am about
to move to the head of the class. Maybe even
become the teacher’s pet (I'm already my oncol-
ogist’s prize cow.) This is not experimental stuff,
this is state of the art, so to speak. And soon, if
I’'m lucky, I will join the ranks.

At this juncture, | know very little specifically
about what might happen next. | have learned
during my years of treatment and meetings with
my oncologist that future scenarios are rarely
discussed. Sure, we've occasionally mapped
out, generally speaking, a course of action/
reaction, but my oncologist prefers not to get
too far ahead of where we are at present. One
new symptom and/or unexpected result from a
CT scan or a brain MRI and once again, it will
be “Katie, bar the door.” Accordingly, | have
become a patient patient. That's not double talk,
that’s years of experience. Id like to think it’s part
of the reason I'm still alive.

Another reason I'm still alive is the Team
Lourie philosophy: hoping Kenny can stay alive
until research catches up - or even passes you by
which then enables you to take advantage of the
next big thing/new drug. Over the last 11 years,
I've been the beneficiary of research that has
provided drugs which allowed me to live years
beyond my original “13 month to two year”
prognosis (in quotes because that's what my
oncologist said). Now | hope to be the beneficia-
ry once again of the latest and greatest treatment:
“Targeted Therapy.” If so, another 11 years would
suit me just fine.

To say I'm excited would not exactly describe
my state of mind. Hopeful, of course. Anxious,
for sure, because | think my oncologist, per our
last meeting, was anticipating my future a bit and
switching from my present opdivo immunothera-
py to something brand new (or a new combina-
tion of medicines) seemed timely to him. Ergo,
my needle biopsy today at the Interventional
radiologist. | guess you could say “I'm pleased as
punch,” though, to quote Hubert Horatio Hum-
phrey Jr., the 38th Vice President of the United
States, that | had this procedure. It opens up/
creates new treatment possibilities which for a
nearly 11-year cancer survivor is likely way more
important than | realize. After all, my oncologist
did characterize my non small-cell lung cancer,
stage IV diagnosis as “terminal.” A disease for
which my oncologist also said that he “could
treat, but that he couldn’t cure.” Well, | don’t
suppose he can cure me now with whatever
targeted therapy matches my tumor’s biomarker
so I'm counting on these new drugs being able
to treat me some more. | could live with that.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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THANK YOU for your continued trust
and support! HAPPY NEW YEAR/

JD CALLANDER

#1 Agent, Companywide

# 1 Listing Agent  #1 Selling Agent
#1 Total Volume #1 Total Transactions

Weichert, Realtors (McLean Office)

JD is takmg {rstmgs for the sprmg market! Call TODAY!

D CALLANDER

#. \.IIH\
TOP 1% OF REALTORS NATIONWIDE \“' |
TOP 10 AGENTS in VIRGINIA [ ! ...’
(703) 606-7901 i" 4

. JD@newNOVAhome.com
= i EIC ert www.newNOVAhome.com
OVER 50 HOMES SOLD IN 2019!

N 2019-2020




