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Advertising Deadlines are the previous Thursdays unless noted. Angelina Lin, 8, Reston:
Water Park Fun.
JANUARY
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1/15/2020.......ccc0eeeiirncnneennsencnnees ... HomeLifeStyle
BRI i A+ Camps & Schools
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FEBRUARY
2/5/2020... ...Wellbeing
Natlnnal Chlldrenﬁ Dental Haaith Month
2/5/2020... == ...Valentine’s Dining & Gifts
2/1 2!252{.‘.'..m...mm.m..1””.”...“.”HomeLifEStyia
2/19/2020........cccvuivnsnnenenne.. A+ Camps & Schools
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Connection Families - Pet Connection Evening Melody
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodelmg
) e Master Plumber 3

s '_ is complete forthe =%

ot 17years A il © Master Electrician ¥

For Print & Digital Advertising Information:
Please Call 703.778.9431 or email

advertising@connectionnewspapers.com
Feaching Suburtian Washington s Leating Househalds
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 Master HVAC | ik i

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed ! - P o
Since 1999 ' >

Angies list

SUPER SERVICE
AWARD

Free Estimates
703-999-2928 visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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: Get Ready For C

Welcome

Dear Readers:

This week, the Reston Connection turns
over its pages to the youth and students.

We asked children from area schools to
contribute their words, pictures and photos
for our annual Children’s & Teens’ Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2020 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s & Teens’
Connection. Please keep us in mind as your

s .
e A gl

_:."' o

Bjr Beryl Farb

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

hristmas. Angelina Lin, 8, Reston.

rother, Lake Anne Elementary, Grade 4

children continue to create spectacular
works of art and inspiring pieces of writing
in the coming year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly news
pages.

Our preferred method for material is
email, which should be sent
toreston@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

— EpiTOR KEMAL KURSPAHIC

Picasso LeCoq, by Lucy Price,
Grade 3, Hunters Woods
Elementary School for the
Arts & Sciences, Reston

By Elizabeth Teleguine, 14,
of Reston, Art Teacher:
Yana Farmer of Monroe
Street Studio in Herndon
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ALDRIN ELEMENTARY ScHOOL

1-1'(\

Renita Liu, Grade 4 Saanvi Haitabada, Grade 4

Lam Vu, Grade 2 ki Heras darriiet
Lo A e

e T T
L Las Tham,

Israa Tasleem, Grade 5

Nia Kommen, Kindergarten
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LAKE ANNE ELEMENTARY

- _LM'?‘

Beryl Farbrother, Lake Anne Elementary, Grade 4

Kitty Revelo-Laura, Grade 6, Lake Priya Robbins, Lake Anne Elemen-
Anne Elementary tary, Grade 5 (e LN
i 1,
Kirsten South, Grade 2, Lake Anne '3 A1
Elementary WilliamBertoni, Lake Anne Elemen-

tary, Grade 4

Khamiya Woods, LakeAnneElementary, Grade 4

Uliana Zolotareva, Grade 1, Lake Anne Elementary
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X&Vithi Chandra Goli, Grade 5

HUNTERS WOODS ELEMENTARY
Artwork submitted by Norma Morris, Art

Specialist, Hunters Woods Elementary

School for the Arts & Sciences, Reston

Srijay
M Admala,
= Grade 2,
Pl Arbitrary Owl

Michael Lamb, Grade 3, — —
Self Portrait

Emily Kim, Grade 6, Logo Design Emma Ayres, Grade 5 Kavya Bobba, Grade 6, Animal Mask
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Alex Tempestini, K, Selfportrait Charlotte Brown, K, Selfportrait

Vishal Manikanden, Grade 6, Animal Mask

HUNTERS WoODS ELEMENTARY

Artwork submitted by Judy Sohn, Art Specialist, Hunters Woods
Elementary School for the Arts & Sciences, Reston

Camila Muratova, Grade 5,
Architecture

Julian Laurence, Grade 6,
Animal Mask

Lillian Ingraham, Grade 6, L
Animal Mask Shelbie Lamb, Grade 2, Paper Weaving
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SUNRISE VALLEY ELEMENTARY
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Martin Luther
King Jr, Will-
iam Holloran,
Grade 4

Silhouette, Ebba Shinkman, Grade 4

Still Life, Maddie Evans, Grae 4

(2 N\

til ife, co Brusgul, Grade 4 Self Porfrait, ylail Galvan, Grade.l

S

- . Leaf, Logan Haas, Grade 6
Shoe, Erik Harriot, Grade 5 Leaf, Mary Kennedy, Grade 6
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TERRASET -! ;o : 4
ELEMENTARY .

Winter Evening,
by Lexi Dunn,
Grade 6

Xia Joubert, Grade 4

Sophie Gress, Snow tiger, Grade 2 Aella Quinn Breitbarth, Grade 4
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My Parents

Employment By PAuLINA CASTANEDA-MURO BY MAXWELL SMITH
LI KE us ON CRADE G, ALDRIN CRADE 3. ALDRIN ES
FACEBOOK Forget Dai |¥ Thoughtfulness My mom and dad are cool and nice and loving.
Commuting Happiness They are funny.
WWW. book Print and digital media Awareness They play with me.
.F‘ﬂ cebook.com/ sales consultant for area's Niceness They hug me.
connectionnewspapers most pepular and trusted Kindness They love me.
local news source Faithfulness I love them.
= Manage your own hours from home Unusualness

Enjoy flexible schedule
plus no daily commute
Help local businesses grow
Unique opportunity 1o De a
YOICE in your community
Competitive compensation

Call Jerry Vernon
703-549-0004

Connecfion Newspapers & Digital Media
Trustod Connection to Local Commundies

Loyalness

Employment Employment

Apptad Ino. in Reston, VWA is seek'g: 1) 5r, Business Analysts 1o rev, analyze & eval. health-
cana ind, bus, sys & user needs; 2) Jr. Business Analysts to perl. anal, of bus, & func, regmis.
3) Sr. IT Testing Spacialists to understand sfiwr solut'ns by study'g info nesds, conferr'y w/
users & study sys flows & investigate prob, areas, follow’g SDLC: 4) Sr. Software Develop-
ers o dvip & impl BPM and BPEL workilows; 5) Senior QA Automation Engineers to partic-
ipate in build rel, regression test'g anal. & rec resulls.; 6) Viendor Security Analysts to work
wistd proc, proedures & toals fo create Vision & Scope docs; T) Application Developers fo
creata bus, proc flows & models us'g analysis tools; 8) Teradata Anabyst/Developers to anal.
user req's to dev., create & modify Teradata utilities 9)Sr. Data Warehousa Architect’s o ord
futr state architect, for new warehousa soin's, 10} ETL Developers to conduct data ETL from
data srcinto cmn report’g & analytical data model. No frvl; No telecom. Job duties ane proj.
based & unantic. sites win the LS. Relo may be req'd & proj. end. Mail resumes to: Apptad
Ine., Attn. HR: 1820 Association Dvive, Suite 500, Reston, YA 20191

Announcements _ Announcements

A 1300 Tables! Trade! - Appralsalst
o Largest Gun Show in Metra 0!

Over 2 Miles ol Guns. Knives & Accessaries!

DECEMBER 27, 28 & 29  DULLES EXPO

£320 0 h:mllll:l- hhllpplllg Center, Chantilly, VA 20153 dﬂ

By Maylee Batucan,- 8, Grade 3 Yan’s Art Studlo, Vienna

Az FRI: 3-8 | SAT:9-5 | SUN: 10-5 TR v e e e
Get Your Supplies While You Still Canil! |
I The NRA NaBonal Firsars Musaurn st pasenis I "‘h‘i"""- 'F'-'-#'-q';-.]s.{i» "\)*-i SRR ) Sl T

I the Hawken brathers' legendary percussion rifles.

SeB0-051-1344 | 540-951-2344
il -‘-bller.'.tulaimgl‘_‘mﬁm.rmcm 0 i
W T!m-\-cn mGunShow tom ﬁ'l -‘ﬁ OH-E' "q'*'\‘"mﬂd . ﬂ . @ h%
W S 'Irru’:'u' Shir ma’. il

[ I I N S S \

You can read any of this week’s
15 papers digital editions here: | =

By Maylee Batucan, 8, Grade 3, Yan’s Art Studio, Vienna
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www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

@RestonConnect

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered
to homes and businesses.
Published by
Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to
connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
reston@connectionnewspapers.com

Kemal Kurspahic
Editor < 703-778-9414
kemal@connectionnewspapers.com

Mercia Hobson
Community Reporter
mhobson@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Worker
Contributing Writer
aworker@connectionnewspapers.com

Jean Card
Production Editor
jcard@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431

Debbie Funk
Display Advertising/National Sales
703-778-9444
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

David Griffin
Marketing Assistant
703-778-9431
dgriffin@connectionnewspapers.com

Classified & Employment
Advertising
703-778-9431

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm

Executive Vice President
Jerry Vernon
703-549-0004
jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Managing Editor
Kemal Kurspahic
Art/Design:
Laurence Foong, John Heinly,
Ali Khaligh
Production Manager:
Geovani Flores

CIRCULATION
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com
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LANDSCAPING
Good is not
[A&S CONSTRUCTION| |  go0d, where
50D, Mulch, Clean-Up better is
Lﬂ:: H?l‘m‘ﬂ' expected.
auling.
703-863-7465 Thomas Fuller

CTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

K&D EMGEME’

COMMELRCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessad Lighting
Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured
EhawiCATY Office  703-235-0654
Computer Network Cabling  \onug  703-499-0522
Service Upgrades.
Hol Tubs, elg... lekirkman2B8@gmeail.com

GUTTER GUTTER .
IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

“GUTTER CLEANING /-

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs = Gutter Euurd:

wob: lawnsandguiiers.com
Friencly Service with a Friendly Price!

el

A&S Landscaping

= All Goncrete work

+ Retaining Walls = Patios

= Decks = Porches (incl.
screened) = Erosion &
Grading Solutions

« French Drains « Sump Pumps

= Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

[IIXIIII]] eeaassasasaaasad

RN CONTRACTORS INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Ucensed, Insured, Bonded * Free Eslimates + Class & Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827 &
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com X
www.rncontractors.com EEBB

[ 111 T o e i
R & R R g
i _. =
L] ¥ g

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

- Quality Tree Service

& Landscaping

Heasunﬂhia prices. Licensed & insured.

Winter Cleanup...

Tres removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leal removal, planting, hauling
gutter cleaning, retaining walls
drainage problems, ete

‘Eiyears ol :periencz - Free estimates
703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Serulr.e

TLE /| MARBLE

T'TLE { MARBLE

FRERAEARPERRERIREIRE

BATHROOM REMODELING
by Brennan Bath and Tile
Partial or Full. Kit, Floors, Backsplashes
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repair work, 35 yrs axp
www.brennan-tile.com
703-250-2872

Licanzad « Bonded « Insured

703 987 5096

email: jnav

LANDSCAPING

Patios & Drainage

T

Your neighborhood company sinca 1987

703-772-0500
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured
* Planting & Landscaping Design

* Drainage & Water Problams

« Concrate Driveways, Replacement or New

* Patios and Walks * Masonry Work or Dry Laid
* Paver, Flagstona, Brick, any styke you choose
* Retaining walls of all types

All wark Guaranteed

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

CONECTION

Newspapars & (ning
The Comeclion fo Your Community

W Connactionnewspapers. omm

An expert is someone
who knows some of the worst mis-
takes that can be made in his subject
and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

Now
We Wait

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

The doctor told me that I'll probably receive
results from today’s biopsy in five to seven
days. The pathologist will send the results to my
oncologist who presumably will email them to
me. Now whether that new information will
cause a change in my treatment, | certainly don’t
know. However, | would imagine that knowing
the genetic mutation/biomarker would cause an
immediate change. We're not exactly waiting for
Godot here. And neither is the process rocket
science. It's medicine. It's research. It’s years of
clinical trials. All of which has led to the FDA's
approval of more drugs for the treatment of lung
cancer in the last three years than in the previous
three decades, according to LUNGevity. Lung
cancer research, after years of comparative
neglect is finally getting the respect - and dollars,
it deserves. After all, lung cancer is by far the
leading cause of cancer deaths annually with up
to 200,000 new cases diagnosed every year.

“Targeted Therapy” is what I'm talking about.
And it's a simple as is sounds. A specific med-
icine is more effective when given to a patient
with a specific biomarker (type of tumor; they’re
not all the same). Eleven years ago when | was
first diagnosed, mutations were not yet a part of
the oncologist’s playbook. Now, they’re on page
one. After years of receiving treatment based
on old-ish/conventional methods, | am about
to move to the head of the class. Maybe even
become the teacher’s pet (I'm already my oncol-
ogist’s prize cow.) This is not experimental stuff,
this is state of the art, so to speak. And soon, if
I’'m lucky, I will join the ranks.

At this juncture, | know very little specifically
about what might happen next. | have learned
during my years of treatment and meetings with
my oncologist that future scenarios are rarely
discussed. Sure, we've occasionally mapped
out, generally speaking, a course of action/
reaction, but my oncologist prefers not to get
too far ahead of where we are at present. One
new symptom and/or unexpected result from a
CT scan or a brain MRI and once again, it will
be “Katie, bar the door.” Accordingly, | have
become a patient patient. That's not double talk,
that’s years of experience. Id like to think it’s part
of the reason I'm still alive.

Another reason I'm still alive is the Team
Lourie philosophy: hoping Kenny can stay alive
until research catches up - or even passes you by
which then enables you to take advantage of the
next big thing/new drug. Over the last 11 years,
I've been the beneficiary of research that has
provided drugs which allowed me to live years
beyond my original “13 month to two year”
prognosis (in quotes because that's what my
oncologist said). Now | hope to be the beneficia-
ry once again of the latest and greatest treatment:
“Targeted Therapy.” If so, another 11 years would
suit me just fine.

To say I'm excited would not exactly describe
my state of mind. Hopeful, of course. Anxious,
for sure, because | think my oncologist, per our
last meeting, was anticipating my future a bit and
switching from my present opdivo immunothera-
py to something brand new (or a new combina-
tion of medicines) seemed timely to him. Ergo,
my needle biopsy today at the Interventional
radiologist. | guess you could say “I'm pleased as
punch,” though, to quote Hubert Horatio Hum-
phrey Jr., the 38th Vice President of the United
States, that | had this procedure. It opens up/
creates new treatment possibilities which for a
nearly 11-year cancer survivor is likely way more
important than | realize. After all, my oncologist
did characterize my non small-cell lung cancer,
stage IV diagnosis as “terminal.” A disease for
which my oncologist also said that he “could
treat, but that he couldn’t cure.” Well, | don’t
suppose he can cure me now with whatever
targeted therapy matches my tumor’s biomarker
so I'm counting on these new drugs being able
to treat me some more. | could live with that.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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By Fairhill Elementary students

Artwork by Anxin Ye, 15, Vienna, Grade 10, James Madison High School, °
ANXIN YE GALLERY The Best Gift

Art teacher: Brandy Carter

The best gift is not an ob-
ject or a place yet a feeling.
5% The feeling of warmth of fam-

g ily and friends. The feeling of
paying it forward or buying
something to help someone.
That little drop of kindness
that makes yours and others
day so much better.

The exquisite delight of
making someone smile is the
best gift of all.

—MEIssa IsLam, 11,
CRADE G

The Best Gift I
Have Ever
Been Given

The best gift I have ever
been given wasn’t something
big, like a play set or a bike. It
wasn’t expensive either, like
an iPad or a phone. It was
something more meaningful
than any of those gifts com-
bined. It was a door to imagi-
nation, a window to creativ-
ity. It was a very highly rec-
ommended cure for boredom:
A Book. This magical gift led
me on so many adventures
and to so many memories,
even though it was just a com-
bination of writing and pages,
brought together by a hard
cover. I am extremely grateful
that I was able to receive the
pages, writing, and cover. I
wish that everyone will be
able to receive such a gift, and
be able to treasure it forever.

—MAXINE LEONARD, |1,
GRADE G

What Makes a
Good Parent

Being a good parent is a dif-
ficult task but very beneficial
to your child or children. Ways
to be a good parent are loving
your child, making sure your
child is making good choices,
being protective of your child,
and talking to your child when
they need you. Parents are a
role model to their child or
children. That’s why parents
also need to make good
choices, kids should be able to
look up to their parents. A
good parent should know how
to deal with their child or chil-
dren in almost any situation.
The most important thing a
good parent should do is love
their child or children.

A Tranquil Dream

Summer In Metro 1

—AMANDA L1, I1,
GRADE G
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