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A Mainstay of the Community
News, Page 2

Children at the Robert E. Simon, Jr. Chil-
dren’s Center (from left) Nathan Weber, 
2, of Vienna, Will Riordan, 4, of Reston, 

Campbell Catlett-Miller, 2, of Reston, Isaac 
Younger, 4, of Fairfax, Russell Wigen, 4, 

of Sterling, Beatrix Schimpf, 3, of Reston, 
Ava Leshock, 5, of Great Falls and Rainier 

Gramsky, 3, of Great Fall mark the milestone 
30th anniversary of the center with big My-

lar balloons soaring over their heads.

Senior Living
Page 5
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News

By Mercia Hobson

The Connection

T
he Robert E. Simon, Jr.
Children’s Center announced
its 30th anniversary this month
after opening in January 1990

as part of the Reston Area Child Care Con-
sortium, composed of employers, commu-
nity residents, parents, educators and var-
ied professionals concerned about the
childcare needs in the community. Located
for 25 years on Cameron Glen Drive, Reston,
in 2015, it relocated to 12005 Sunrise Val-
ley Drive, Suite 120. “The Simon Center is
proud to have served families for three de-
cades,” said Director Jen Peters. “My favor-
ite thing about the Robert E. Simon Jr.
Children’s Center is the family atmosphere.
We are a small community within the big-
ger Reston community. The Center is named
after the founder of Reston and his idea of
a community of learners - old young and
everyone in between. This is something we
keep alive in our Center today,” she said.

The Center provides full-time childcare
to children ages 3 months to 5 years. “This
is the first big anniversary that Mr. Simon
has not been around to celebrate, but I be-
lieve he would be pleased with how much
we have accomplished in his name,” said
Leila M. Kaszubinski, Assistant Director at
the school. Northern Virginia Magazine

named the Simon Center to its 2019 list of
Best Day Cares and Preschools. Del. Ken
Plum (D-36) said, “Preparing young chil-
dren for a strong start to their education
must be a priority for communities every-
where, and we should be proud that a part-

ner like the Simon Center is a part of ours.”
While a larger gathering is in the works

for Founder’s Day, April 18, 2020, staff
marked the milestone anniversary month
with a group photo of some of the currently
enrolled children beside two Mylar balloons

creating the numeral 30. Emily Riordan of
Reston serves on the Board of Directors for
the Robert E. Simon Jr. Children’s Center
and brought the balloons. Her children,
Will, 4, and Ella, 1, attend the school. “The
Simon Center has been a big part of what
we love about living in Reston and has be-
come like an extension of our family,” said
Riordan. “You can tell the staff is as proud
as the parents with every new thing the kids
learn and do. Finding childcare is stressful,
and we’re so glad to have found a place that
not only supports our kids with a safe and
caring environment but welcomes the en-
tire family to be a part of the community,”
she said.

Kaszubinski has worked at the Simon
Center for over 20 years. During that time,
she said it had been her pleasure and privi-
lege to provide local communities with qual-
ity care for so many young children who
have come through its doors. “As a teacher
and now as the Assistant Director, I am
proud of the Simon Center for continuing
to support each child with developmentally
appropriate activities to foster their
growth...Congratulations to the parents and
staff, past and present, for 30 years of qual-
ity care,” she said.

The Simon Center is licensed by the state
of Virginia and accredited by the National
Association for the Education of Young Chil-
dren (NAEYC) since August 2000.

A Mainstay of the Community Robert E. Simon, Jr. Children’s
Center marks 30th anniversary.

Children at the Robert E. Simon, Jr. Children’s Center (from left) Nathan
Weber, 2, of Vienna, Will Riordan, 4, of Reston, Campbell Catlett-Miller,
2, of Reston, Isaac Younger, 4, of Fairfax, Russell Wigen, 4, of Sterling,
Beatrix Schimpf, 3, of Reston, Ava Leshock, 5, of Great Falls and Rainier
Gramsky, 3, of Great Fall mark the milestone 30th anniversary of the
center with big Mylar balloons soaring over their heads.
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 By Mercia Hobson

 The Connection

T
he Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors held their first 2020
Legislative Committee Meeting
on Fri., Jan. 17 with James

Walkinshaw, (D-Braddock), chairman of the
committee, and Jeffrey McKay, (D) vice-
chairman. During the nearly three-hour
meeting, staff reported to the Legislative
Committee items deemed important and
specific to Fairfax County.

Staff began their presentation with items
on Gov. Northam’s proposed 2020-22 Bien-
nial Budget and amendments to the 2018-
20 budget,” followed by House and Senate
bills introduced to the Virginia General As-
sembly by the Fairfax County Delegation.

The meeting kicked off with Claudia Arko,
Legislative Director reading the
Committee’s approved “Five Priority Prin-
ciples For Reviewing Legislation: Ad-
equately fund K-12 education; Restore fund-
ing to the Northern Virginia Transportation
Authority; Build upon the successful enact-
ment of significant transportation revenues
by the 2013 General Assembly; Restore the
funding partnership between the state and
localities; and Preserve local government
authority, particularly in taxation and land
use; and allow greater flexibility in the ad-
ministration of government.”

Albena Assenova, Revenue Coordinator of
Department of Management and Budget,
had tracked items of interest to Fairfax
County that were included in the budget as
well as the impact of these relative to county
and school budgets and shared updates with
the Committee. “The governor’s budget did
not include across the board salary adjust-
ments for constitutional officers and state-
supported local employees...the governor
included funding to fully reimburse the gen-
eral registrar and electoral board salaries
in the localities, and we think that this
would result in an increase of $41,000,” she
said.

Assenova said, “The governor proposal
included an increase in state cigarette tax
rate from 30 cents per pack to 60
cents...allowing the Board of Supervisors to
increase the cigarette tax and that would
result in an increase of 5.4 million to Fairfax
County...deposited in the general fund.”

According to Assenova, in the judicial de-
partment, the County expected they might
see an increase in four positions, given the
governor’s budget included funding for 59
additional positions for public defenders
across the state. Still, it was unclear how
many additional district court clerk posi-
tions. “We need more than 21 additional
positions in the district court and more than
9 positions in the juvenile court,” Assenova

said. The budget did include one new gen-
eral district court judgeship and one clerk
support staff for Fairfax County, funding for
local stormwater assistance, Virginia Hous-
ing Trust Fund and for the 2020 Presiden-
tial Primary, reimbursement to localities for
their expenditures.

As for the school budget, Governor
Northam’s Proposed Budget targeted more
than one-third of new spending on educa-
tion. According to Assenova, the governor’s
budget includes a total of $69.2 million in-
crease for fiscal year ’21 compared to the
current year budget…There were no
teacher salary increase proposed for the first
year of the biennium. Assenova reminded
the supervisors that the County did receive
state funding towards salary increases of
teachers for fiscal year 2020, and the gov-
ernor included another increase for fiscal
year 2022. The proposed budget includes
funding for additional counselors related to
school safety at $2 million.

In the Human Services section of staff pre-
sentations, Ellen Volo, Deputy Legislative
Director, Office of the County Executive said
the governor’s proposal would provide a 3
percent increase for state-supported local
employees of social service departments,
“We do think that we would get about re-
ceive $2.2 million for a 3 percent increase…
if this component of the budget is passed,
the County will receive $2.2 million in FY

2021,” she said. There would be an approxi-
mate $400,000 match required.

Noelle Dominguez, Legislative Liaison,
Department of Transportation, said the pro-
posed budget did provide about $50 mil-
lion more than the last projections for
Northern Virginia Transportation funding
due to legislation passed in the previous
year related to sales of items to the internet
as well as revenue from the I-81 bill last
year that provided some funds back to
Northern Virginia Transportation Authority.

The second item Dominguez presented
had to do with regional transportation en-
tity appointments. “Two years ago the Gen-
eral Assembly put language in the budget
that allowed the Speaker of the House to
appoint non-legislative members to the
Northern Virginia Transportation Commis-
sion, the Northern Virginia Transportation
Authority and the Potomac and
Rappahannock Transportation Commission.
Some members are currently not general
assembly members,” said Dominguez. The
budget would remove the language for the
next appointments; appointees would have
to be from the General Assembly.

ONE ITEM concerned the Department of
Motor Vehicles and the proposal for 100
more employees given the need for a REAL
ID compliant driver’s license. “About 1 mil-
lion or at least more than a million people
might get those licenses in Virginia... Pro-

portionately nine of the ten busiest DMVs
are in Northern Virginia, two I think are
right in our area,” Dominguez said.

Moving on, the Committee received de-
tails on three County Initiatives of Special
Legislation that they had asked the Fairfax
County Delegation to move through the
General Assembly, among them SB-23 by
Senator Adam Ebbin (D-30) that prohibits
discrimination in employment and public
accommodations based on sexual orienta-
tion or gender identity.

Next, the Committee received reports for
continuous support of historical positions
for legislation such as Courthouse Security
Fees SB 149 (Howell); Equal Rights Amend-
ment HJ 1 (Carroll Foy) (Passed House;
SPE)/SJ 1 (McClellan) (Passed Senate;
HPE) ratifies the Equal Rights Amendment
to the Constitution of the United States that
was proposed by Congress in 1972; Solar
Freedom HB 572 (Keam) and others.

Referring to the four bills in front of the
Legislative Committee that spoke to Solar
Freedom, Vice Chair McKay said, “ I sug-
gest that we do an individual letter on these,
what this means to Fairfax County; to come
forward from the chairman at our next
board meeting, so we can be on record spe-
cifically on this issue, and specifically put-
ting it down in terms of what this means
for Fairfax County and how far along we
are in this. And this would put a halt if these
are not approved.”

Highlights of
New Bills 2020
General Assembly
HB 1391 (Leftwich) (HCT)/SB 253
(Chafin) (SJUD) - Recommend
oppose.

Chris Sigler, Assistant County Attorney: I
think the issue with the bill is that our af-
fordable housing, ADU program relies on
things like affordable housing restrictions
and covenants that don’t appear in the Deed
of Trust, but when there is a foreclosure we
want those restrictions and covenants to be
protected by the Trustee and honored...I
think this bill may say they might not have
to do that, and that gives us great concern
for the ADU Program.

HB 1534 (Samirah) (HCCT)/SB 649
(Boysko) (Senate Floor)-Recom-
mend support.

Chris Sigler, Assistant County Attorney:
It allows Fairfax County, to enter into agree-
ments with towns either wholly or partially
within its boundaries for the collection and
enforcement of property taxes. So we would
be able to collect those by agreement with
Herndon.

See Legislative,  Page 10

County Studies State Budget
Board of Supervisors Legislative Committee: Tracking items of interest to FX CO against
Governor’s proposed budget and specific legislation.

Albena Assenova,
Revenue and
Economic Coordi-
nator

Ellen Volo,
Deputy Legisla-
tive Director,
Office of the
County Executive

Noelle
Dominguez,
Legislative Liai-
son, Department
of Transportation

Chris Sigler,
Assistant
County Attorney

Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Legislative Committee Meeting,
Jan. 17, 2020

 Screenshots via Fairfax County video
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Opinion

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

T
he General Assembly
has shifted into high
gear to get through its
agenda of thousands

of bills in sixty days. The old say-
ing that you cannot be in two
places at one time is disproven
every day as the 140 members of
the House and Senate scurry

among sub-
c o m m i t t e e s
and standing
committees on

which they serve and the subcom-
mittees and committees before
which they have to present their
bills. By strategically placing an
assistant or intern in one meeting
while the member moves quickly
among several meetings, it may
even appear that a member is in
more than even two places at one
time. The legislature is not a place
for lengthy contemplation but
rather is a place for action. After
all, we ran on a platform of what

we promised we were
going to do, and the
legislative session is
the time of action to
deliver on our prom-
ises.

With such a “meat
grinder” approach
can we trust the out-
come of a legislative
session? Consider
that in order for a bill to become a
law it must meet the approval of a
subcommittee and full committee,
passage twice in the full house on
two different days, the same pro-
cess in the other house of the leg-
islature, and the signature of the
governor.

All that time there are hundreds
of advocates, constituents, lobby-
ists and others looking over your
shoulder and providing comments
on what you are doing. Bills get
intense scrutiny before they are
passed. It is easier to describe how
a bill does not make it than it is to
tell how a bill becomes a law.
Fewer than half the bills intro-

duced become law.
Election outcomes

do matter for to
change the outcome
of debate on impor-
tant issues it may be
easier to change the
people in the legisla-
ture through the bal-
lot box than it is to
change the minds of

incumbent legislators. A case in
point is ratification of the Equal
Rights Amendment that was de-
bated for decades but approved
within a week in a General Assem-
bly made up of new members sup-
porting the rights of women.
Those same new members, join-
ing the progressives who were al-
ready there, have even now ap-
proved sweeping new common-
sense gun safety laws such as my
universal background check bill
that had been defeated for two de-
cades by previous members of a
subcommittee of the House. Laws
that put barriers in the way of
women in making choices con-

cerning their own reproductive
health are being repealed. Laws
that disproportionally affected
people of color are being repealed.
The criminal justice system is un-
dergoing a major shift to make it
work more fairly for all people.
Challenges to the environment are
being met with meaningful legis-
lation.

It is impossible to list in a short
column the thousands of bills be-
fore the legislature. You can how-
ever review the full list with de-
scriptions and status at
lis.virginia.gov and for the first
time this year you can see
livestreaming of most full and sub-
committee meetings at
virginiageneralassembly.gov/
house/chamber/chamberstream
and virginia-senate.granicus.com/
ViewPublisher.php?view_id=3.
And you can visit the Capitol in
Richmond; all meetings are open
to the public. Some say the pro-
cess is like making sausage. The
important thing is it is doing the
people’s business.

The People’s Business

Commentary

R
ep. Don Beyer (D-8), a
longtime supporter of the
Equal Rights Amendment

(ERA), and cosponsor of legisla-
tion to extend the deadline for rati-
fication, issued the following state-
ment after the Virginia General
Assembly voted to ratify the ERA:

“Today, Virginia became the 38th

state to ratify the Equal Rights
Amendment, and I could not be
more proud. Ratification of the
ERA is long overdue, but it is won-
derful that Virginia took the his-
toric step today which brought the
Amendment across the three-
fourths threshold necessary for
ratification.

“I congratulate and applaud ev-
eryone in the Virginia General As-
sembly, including Senator
McClellan, Senator Locke, and
Delegate Carroll Foy for making

this long-overdue legislation a top
priority, and seeing it through suc-
cessfully.

“The recent legal opinion issued
by the Trump Administration via
the Justice Department makes it
clear that the next steps depend
on Congress. I am determined to
do everything I can in Congress to
help pave the way for the final rati-
fication of the Equal Rights
Amendment. Equality, justice, and
history demand nothing less.”

Beyer is a cosponsor of House
legislation to extend the deadline
for ratification of the Equal Rights
Amendment, sponsored by Rep.
Jackie Speier (D-CA). The issue of

After Virginia Ratification Of Equal Rights Amendment
Beyer: ‘Next Steps Depend On Congress’

Rep. Don
Beyer (D-8)

the deadline was raised most re-
cently by a Trump Administration
legal opinion arguing that the ERA
could not be ratified because of the
expiration of the original deadline.
Beyer is also a cosponsor of new
Equal Rights Amendment legisla-
tion introduced by Rep. Carolyn
Maloney (D-NY).

Beyer’s most recent Annual
Women’s Conference and Forum
focused specifically on the need to
pass the Equal Rights Amendment,
with a panel discussion that fea-
tured speakers from VA Ratify ERA
(Virginia’s campaign to ratify the
ERA) and the ERA Coalition.

Rep. Jennifer
Wexton (D-10)

I
n response to the final passage
of the Equal Rights Amend
ment in the Virginia General

Assembly, Rep. Jennifer Wexton (D-
10) issued the following statement:
“Today, Virginia sent a powerful
message to the rest of the country
— that ‘Equal Justice Under Law’ is
a constitutional right for women.

“I was a sponsor of the Equal
Rights Amendment during my
time in Richmond, and I am proud
of my former colleagues in Rich-
mond who made this issue a pri-
ority in this year’s session.

“This is a historic moment nearly
one hundred years in the making.
Thanks to the tireless work of so

Wexton: ‘A Historic Moment’

many trailblazers and activists
over the years, women — finally
— are one step closer to being in-
cluded in our nation’s founding
document.”
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

T
ax season and tax scams often go hand-
in-hand.  Scammers will try to steal tax
documents, money and even a person’s
identity and seniors are often their prime

target.
“Con artists will target anyone, but older adults

are targeted at higher rates because criminals go
where the money is, and older adults have the ma-
jority of wealth because of their years of hard work
and savings,” said Amy Nofziger, Director of Fraud
Victim Support at the AARP.  “Plus, older adults have
not grown up with the technology of today, which
has grown so fast.”

“Older Adults are often targets because they are
going through life transitions and scammers can be
very convincing,” added Rachel Coates, Director of
the Arlington County Agency on Aging. “Awareness
is critical.”

While numerous scams abound, there are some
that are currently more prevalent than others.  “The
complaints we hear…is the IRS phone scam,” said
Stacy Northrop of the Fairfax County Office of Pub-
lic Affairs. “This is where the caller will state that a
warrant of arrest has been is-
sued for the victim.”

“The crook will claim that
the recipient in trouble for not
paying enough in taxes or not
filing properly,” added Eric
Friedman, Director of the
Montgomery County Office of
Consumer Protection. “Crooks
instill a sense of fear and ur-
gency, then they’ll trick the
consumer into wiring money
or paying over the phone with
a prepaid gift card. Consum-
ers make quick decisions that
they wouldn’t make if there
wasn’t a sense of urgency.”

Some of the features com-
monly thought to be safe-
guards may not be so, says
Friedman. “You cannot trust
Caller ID to tell you who’s re-
ally on the other end of the
phone,” he said. “Caller ID is of no value because
crooks can say anything over the phone. They can
have IRS as the name that appears to make it look
official.”

Telephone calls and emails are two warning signs
of a scam.

“This is not how the gov-
ernment actually operates,”
said Nofziger of AARP.  “You
would always first receive a
letter from the IRS, and they
would never threaten you
with arrest or use foul lan-
guage. If you receive this
type of call, hang up the
phone.”

Fraudulent emails and
websites can be created to
look as though they are from
a government agency.

“Many older adults are un-
aware that criminals are lurk-
ing on what we consider inno-
cent websites or apps, like
“Words with Friends,”
Instagram or other social me-
dia platforms,” said Nofziger.
“This is why education and
warning people about the red
flags is crucial.”

Identify theft is also preva-
lent during tax season, says
Friedman of Montgomery
County. “Crooks will steal
someone’s social security num-
ber and file [taxes] really early,
like in January or February, be-
fore the consumer files their
return,” he said. “When the
consumer really does file, the
IRS rejects it. When the prob-
lem is reported, the IRS will

have to investigate which takes months to resolve,
which is not good if you’re getting a refund.”

Scammers seek to obtain money from a victim
often in the form of wire transfers or cash, says
Norfziger. “It’s important to know the red flags of

scams,” she said. “Even
though the scam tactics
might vary, the criminals’
demands never change.
They want money or per-
sonal information. So if
anyone calls, mails, emails
or texts you asking for
money, that is a red flag. If
they ask you for personal in-
formation such as your
Medicare number, Social
Security number or finan-
cial information, it’s a huge
red flag.”

Photo by Marilyn Campbell

Know the warning signs to avoid scams
this tax season.

The most common tricks
and have to avoid them.

Tax Season, Tax Scams
Senior Living

For Help and More Information
❖ AARP Fraud Watch Network at www.aarp.org/

FraudWatchNetwork. AARP Fraud Watch Network Helpline
and our trained fraud specialists can help walk you through
it: 877-908-3360.

❖ Free Help at Montgomery County Libraries: https://
www.montgomerycountymd.gov/volunteercenter/
Resources/Files/taxaideflyer.pdf

❖ Tax ID Theft Awareness Week: https://
www.idtheftcenter.org/tax-identity-theft-awareness-week-
2020/

❖ Arlington Adult Protective Services 703-228-1700
❖ Fairfax County Silver Shield Anti-Scam Campaign https://

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/older-adults/fairfax-
county-silver-shield-anti-scam-campaign

“If anyone calls, mails,
emails or texts you
asking for money, that is
a red flag. If they ask
you for personal
information such as
your Medicare number,
Social Security number
or financial information,
it’s a huge red flag.”

— Amy Nofziger, Director of Fraud
Victim Support at the AARP

“Crooks instill a sense of
fear and urgency.
Consumers make quick
decisions that they
wouldn’t make if there
wasn’t a sense of urgency.”

— Eric Friedman, Montgomery County
Office of Consumer Protection



6  ❖  Reston Connection  ❖  January 29 - February 4, 2020 Reston Connection  ❖  January 29 - February 4, 2020  ❖  7www.ConnectionNewspapers.com www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Mercia Hobson

The Connection

F
airfax County and the Virginia De-
partment of Historic Resources
kicked off the Historic Resources
Survey of Reston at a joint meet-

ing held at the Reston Community Center
Lake Anne on Dec. 17.

“If you don’t know where your old stuff
is, how old it is, why it’s important, and what
condition it is in, you can’t do much in terms
of preservation and interpretation,” said
Blake McDonald, Manager Architectural
Survey & Cost Share Grants Program, Vir-
ginia Department of Historic Resources at
the start of the two-hour meeting. McDonald
administers the Survey and Planning Cost
Share grant program, the vehicle for the
Reston survey effort.

That was clear when Reston lost an im-
portant building, the American Press Insti-
tute Conference Center (API) designed by
modernist architect Marcel Breuer, to rede-
velopment.

Denice Dressel, Heritage Resource Plan-
ner, Fairfax County Department of Planning
and Zoning reviewed the project timeline
and described how Reston buildings recently
were lost to redevelopment.

“In 2016, Heritage Resources’ staff with
Fairfax County’s Department of Planning
and Zoning conducted a windshield survey
of the transit station areas of Reston, after
the American Press Institute Conference
Center (API) designed by modernist archi-
tect Marcel Breuer and located in the TSAs
(transit station areas), was lost to redevel-
opment. At that time, staff identified sev-
eral potential resources, including Isaac

Newton Square... and Reston Center for As-
sociations and Educational Institutions,
which has since been determined and eli-
gible for listing in the National Register,”
Dressel said.

“Survey is the backbone of effective his-
toric preservation,” said McDonald. He
added that the consultant would be walk-
ing the public right-of-ways, taking notes
and photographing building exteriors. All
collected data would be entered into the
department’s electronic computer database,
the Virginia Cultural Resource Information
System, and shared with Fairfax County and
other interested parties early next year.

“We preservationists have not been really
great looking at newer stuff … Generally,
we consider things 50 years or older as his-
toric by definition... But that causes some
problems. A lot has happened since 1969 ...
At the Department of Resources, we are try-
ing to pay a bit more attention to this pe-
riod we have labeled, ‘The New
Dominion’...We are defining it 1945-1991...
Key elements that make the New Dominion
important in Virginia is that it is a period of
intense urbanization/suburban expansion
throughout the state, … Civil Rights Move-
ment and the end of lawful segregation and
the use of all these new materials and con-
struction methods ... These are the things
we are trying to capture … largely through
survey.”

McDonald added that the Department was
in the middle of a statewide architectural
study of this period, not because the build-
ings were threatened or intended to be listed
on the National Register but because they
were critical facts of recent history or great
examples of modern architecture. “From our

user perspective, we are seeing a really seri-
ous increase in state and National Register
nominations for recent past building (mid-
century properties)... Our outside commu-
nity is telling us these buildings are ex-
tremely important, and we are also trying
to respond to that within, by getting out and
recording buildings across the state... The
project here in Reston meets those goals
perfectly. We really see this as an off-shoot
of that New Dominion recent past project
… Reston is a primary example of new ur-
banism planning, and the architecture here
is unparalleled to others in the state in terms
of concentration and quality in Virginia,”
said McDonald.

The project came to the Virginia Depart-
ment of Historic Resources by way of the
Cost Share Survey and Planning Grant pro-
gram, through which the department sup-
ports locally-driven preservation planning
efforts through partial funding and admin-
istrative support. The department selected
the Fairfax County project for Reston from
their most competitive set of Cost Share
applications ever. Then they worked with the
county to develop a project scope and hired
contractor, Hanbury Preservation Consult-
ing. The Department of Historic Resources
would oversee the project to ensure success-
ful deliveries.

McDonald said that the project would en-
tail a survey of 51 properties and eight po-
tential districts in what was called “recon-
naissance-level,” meaning Hanbury would
photograph and make notes from the pub-
lic right of ways. “If there is local interest in
taking the results of this survey and moving
that forward in the form of a Virginia Land-
marks Register or National Register District

or individual property nominations, we
would, of course, love to see that happen...
We’re from the government. We’re here to
help. Reach out to us for technical assistance,
for questions... even if your building is from
the 1970s,” said McDonald.

The Reston Survey project would specifi-
cally look at buildings constructed between
1961-1978. There would be no constraints
or requirements for property owners with
the survey. The Reston Survey would be the
first Department of Historic Resources grant-
funded project of resources that are not fifty
years old yet. The effort’s purpose was not
to develop Overlay Districts- a local desig-
nation that would place restrictions on pri-
vate owners.

“May, June, we will wrap up, and we will
be able to hand the county, as well as you
all a nice finished product in the form of
that survey report and all of those individual
completed property surveys … Wonderful
for us, we get to build our inventory, and
great for the county, as they’ll now know
where more of their important architectures
are located. We hope this will be the first
stage of many projects to come,” said
McDonald.

“Responding in part to the loss of the API
building, the Virginia Chapter of the Ameri-
can Institute of Architects began an initia-
tive with the Department of Historic Re-
sources to identify significant 20th-century
buildings throughout Virginia,” Dressel said.
“The Reston Architectural Survey seeks to
build on these efforts to identify and evalu-
ate those individual resources in the districts
constructed between the years 1961 and
1978, prime development years in

Reston...In the survey, we’ll have an inven-
tory that says; this is out here. It’s going to
be left up to the county or citizens to say
this needs to be preserved or not,” said
Dressel.

According to McDonald, primary products
of the survey project would be the completed
forms, photographs and mapping informa-
tion about the historic resources. Findings
would be made accessible to Fairfax County’s
Department of Planning and Zoning via the
Department’s Richmond archives with a
Fairfax County webpage dedicated to the
project: www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-
development/historic/reston-survey. After
the anticipated project completion in May
or June of 2020, a second public session
would be held.

Mary Ruffin Hanbury, Hanbury Preserva-
tion Consulting said she planned to survey
51 individual properties -, five random in
each of the eight potential districts as a
“samples,” and named Lake Anne Gulf Gas
Station, United Christian Parish, Lake Anne
Elementary School, Hidden Creek Golf
Course, Reston National Golf Course, The
Atrium, Sheraton Reston Hotel, Reston In-
ternational Center, USGS Building, Terraset
Elementary School and Wiehle Avenue Uni-
tarian Universalist Church. Hanbury wrote
down other potential properties as session
attendees called them out.

Virginia Department of Historic Resources’
Aubrey Von Lindern, Certified Local Govern-
ment Coordinator & Architectural Historian,
clarified the benefits of listing a property on
the Virginia Landmarks Register and the
National Register of Historic Places. Lindern
said,  “Listing is honorary.” It recognized the
historic value of a property and encouraged

its preservation but would not necessarily
protect it from development or destruction.
However, owners of registered properties
may qualify for state and federal historic
rehabilitation tax credits. “They are a dollar
for dollar income tax liability for the tax-
payer to rehabilitate historic buildings. The
amount of the tax credit is based on total
rehab costs. The federal credit is currently
at 20 percent of eligible rehabilitation ex-
penses. The state credit is 25 percent ,” said
Lindern. Also, owners of registered proper-
ties could ensure stewardship through the
Virginia Historic Preservation Easement Pro-
gram. “It provides a tool that would enable
historic landmarks to enjoy long term pro-
tection while remaining in private owner-
ship. Though the easement program, an
owner has the guarantee of perpetual pro-
tection of an important historic resource
without giving up ownership,” she said.

The Reston survey was the first step to-
ward the Virginia Department of Historic
Resources possibly adding site(s) to the hon-
orary Virginia Landmarks Register, followed
by forwarding documentation to the Na-
tional Park Service for nomination to the
National Register of Historic Places. While
a possible registration would be honorary,
according to the Virginia Department of His-
toric Resources’ website: “Only easements
protect property in perpetuity. Registration
informs owners, local planners, government
agencies, and others involved in land-use
planning of the existence of a historic re-
source. Neither the National Historic Pres-
ervation Act nor the Code of Virginia how-
ever, requires property owners, developers,
or government agencies to avoid affecting
or destroying historic resources.”

Q: What about the buildings at the end
of Association Drive; they are not on your
list.

A: McDonald: Those were surveyed as
part of the Soapstone Connector Project.

Q: Are golf courses listed on the regis-
ter?

A: Hanbury: Absolutely...It is a designed
landscape.

Q: If you get it on the register, it is just
honorific. Do you know of any golf course
that has gotten something better than
honorific?

A: Hanbury: Any kind of tool you could
use with a National Register property like
an easement could be put on it...Any of
the traditional preservation tools ought
to be able to work...Another organiza-
tion... is The Cultural Landscape Founda-
tion, which documents historic land-
scapes, design landscapes, including golf
courses. They have an endangered prop-
erties program for landscapes, called
Landslide.

Q-How will the county make use of this
tool to protect the unique heritage of
Reston?

A-Dressel: We will have another meet-
ing just like this meeting, and the find-
ings will be presented to the public. It will
be presented to Planning and Develop-
ment. It will become part of our informa-
tion while we analyze and access land-
use decisions and development decisions.

Q-If the survey indicated something

could be on the NRHP, is there any way
to get it there without the property owner
agreeing?

Blake: If it is an individual property,
then we need the consent of the prop-
erty owner. If it’s a district, then we do
not necessarily need for every single
property owner within the district to con-
sent.

We would want to see evidence of over-
all community support, let’s say in one
of these clusters, for example... If we felt
there was overall support, we would work
with you with a grant program, or the
county could encourage you to hire a
consultant to do the nomination form,
which includes an additional survey and
production of a written document... At
that point, when we have a draft, we’d
review it and send out a mailing to all
property owners within that district area,
and they would have the opportunity to
object. If we have 51 percent   objections,
we will not move ahead with a National
Register nomination.

After the Q & A, attendee Lynn Mulston
said, “I am thrilled to see that both golf
courses in Reston are listed in the initial
drive-by conducted by Hanbury Preser-
vation Consulting… As chair of Rescue
Reston’s North Course Committee, I was
hopeful that the survey would include the
Hidden Creek Golf Course… The commu-
nity has much work ahead as we continue
to fend off unscrupulous developers who
are trying every trick in the book to de-
velop these protected open spaces.”

Question & Answer Period

Tammi Petrine of
Reston asks

about the survey
process at the

Reston Historic
Resource Survey
Public Informa-

tion Session.

Connie
Hartke,
President
of Rescue
Reston
asks about
the golf
courses.

Mary Ruffin Hanbury of Hanbury Preservation Consulting explains her
part in Historic Resources’ Survey of Reston.

Blake McDonald, Architectural Survey and Cost Share Program, Depart-
ment of Historic Resources, Division of Survey & Register, Commonwealth
of Virginia.

Attendees at the Reston Historic Resources’ Survey Public Information
Session presented by the Virginia Department of Historic Resources and
Fairfax County Department of Planning and Development, Dec. 17, 2019.

Capturing Reston Heritage Historic Resources’ Survey begins.
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Submit entertainment announcements at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/.
The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Ken Ludwig’s “The Game’s Afoot.” Now thru

Feb. 1. 8 p.m. At Reston Community’s
CenterStage, 2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. The
Reston Community Players presents this murder-
mystery comedy featuring real-life 1930s
Broadway star William Gillette, admired the
world over for playing Sherlock Holmes.
Mystery and hilarity in equal parts ensue in this
murderously funny whodunit production that
will keep you guessing until the final curtain.
Tickets: $28/adult, $24/seniors and students.
Performance Dates: Jan. 30, Feb. 1. Tickets at
www.restonplayers.org.

”The Mountaintop.”  Now thru Feb. 2. At
NextStop Theatre, 269 Sunset Park Drive,
Herndon. “The Mountaintop” is a historical
drama taking place in Dr. Martin Luther King,
Jr.’s hotel room the night before his
assassination. He meets a young maid who
forces him to consider exactly who and what he
is fighting for. Full of vivid theatricality, poetic
language, and surprising twists, this drama takes
us to the summit of a man’s historic life and
offers a stunning view of his dream for our
nation. Visit the website:
www.nextstoptheatre.org/shows/mountaintop

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 29
Memory Depot Orientation. 6:30 p.m. At

Reston Regional Library, 11925 Bowman Towne
Drive, Reston. Learn about the Memory Depot
station, a  do-it-yourself location for scanning
your slides, negatives and photos and to transfer
your VHS or audio cassettes to digital formats.
Visit the website https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/
reston-regional

THURSDAY, JAN. 30
Dollars and Sense. 7 p.m. At Reston Regional

Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Drive, Reston.
Monthly group discussion focuses on business
leaders and markets. They will be discussing
“Dollars and Sense” by Dan Ariely. The event is
free and open to the public. Adults. Visit the
website https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/reston-regional

JAN. 30 AND FEB. 1
Broadway Night 2020: Spirit of Disney.

Friday at 7 p.m.; Saturday at 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
At South Lakes High School, 11400 South Lakes
Drive, Reston. The show features songs from
some of Disney’s movies and musicals including
numbers from Aladdin, The Jungle Book,
Moana, Pete the Dragon, The Lion King, Coco,
and more. It features more than 20 Broadway
style numbers performed by more than 150
students from South Lakes High and its pyramid
schools including Langston Hughes and Rachel
Carson Middle Schools, and Crossfield,
Dogwood, Forest Edge, Fox Mill, Hunters
Woods, Lake Anne, Terraset and Sunrise Valley
Elementary Schools. Tickets will be available at
the door for $18 for adults and $15 for students
(under 18) and seniors (65+). Advance tickets
are $15 for adults and $13 for students and
seniors. Tickets on sale at https://
southlakeschorus.org/tickets/

FRIDAY/JAN. 31
Duplo Play. 2 p.m. At Reston Regional Library,

11925 Bowman Towne Dr, Reston.  Build and
create using Duplo blocks.  Age 2-5 with adult.
No registration required. Visit https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/branches/
reston-regional

SATURDAY/FEB. 1
Ukulele Junior Jam Session. 10:30 a.m. At

Reston Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Dr.,
Reston. Join us for an exciting musical
performance by the Northern Virginia Ukulele
Society!  All ages.

International Hijab Day. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. At
Reston Regional Library, 11925 Bowman Towne
Drive, Reston. Try on a Hijab!  Enjoy activities
and treats. Learn about the symbolism of the
Hijab. Free. Email
adrienne.leo@fairfaxcounty.gov

MONDAY/FEB. 3
Pokemon Club. 6:30 p.m. At Reston Library,

11925 Bowman Towne Dr., Reston. Bring your
Pokemon trading cards to trade or play.  Poke-
crafts and games, too.  Age 6-12.

MONDAY/FEB. 3, 10
Baby Lapsit. 10:30 a.m. At Reston Library, 11925

Bowman Towne Dr., Reston. A cozy time to
enjoy nursery rhymes and songs while building
early literacy skills for your child. For age birth
to 11 months with adult.

MONDAYS/FEB. 3, 10, 24
Preschool Storytime — Love Stories. 2 p.m.

At Reston Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Dr.,
Reston. This month we will foster your little

one’s love of reading with stories, songs, and
crafts focused on relationships … the different
people (and pets) we love and who love us.  Age
3-5 with adult.

TUESDAY/FEB. 4, 11, 18, 25
Spanchats. 7 p.m. At Reston Library, 11925

Bowman Towne Dr., Reston. Join the ongoing
Spanish conversation group. All levels from
beginner to fluent are welcome. Adults.

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 5
DIY Club — Jewelry Making. 6:30 p.m. At

Reston Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Dr.,
Reston.Learn the basics of jewelry making and
create an original piece in this hands-on
workshop. Adults, Teens.

THURSDAY/FEB. 6
Millennials Book Club. 7 p.m. At Reston

Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Dr., Reston.
Title is “The Satanic Verses”, by Salman
Rushdie. Check out a library copy or pick up a
copy of your own. Adults from early 20s to early
30s.

FRIDAY/FEB. 7
Baby & Me Yoga. 10:30 a.m. At Reston Library,

11925 Bowman Towne Dr., Reston. Bring your
baby for a nurturing yoga workshop designed
for the two of you.  No experience needed.
Bring a mat or blanket. Co-sponsored FRRL.

Age 6 weeks—16 months with adult.

SATURDAY/FEB. 8
Sing! Books with Miss Emily. 10:30 a.m. At

Reston Library, 11925 Bowman Towne Dr.,
Reston. Join Miss Emily for singing storytime
with illustrated songs. Co-sponsored by the
FRRL  Age 2-5 with adult.

Aesop’s Fables. 2 p.m. At Reston Library, 11925
Bowman Towne Dr., Reston. Aesop was an
African storyteller whose famous fables are still
celebrated today.  Join us for a selection of
fables performed by Bright Star Children’s
Theatre.  Cosponsored by the FRRL.  All Ages.

Old Fashioned Taffy Pull. 3-4:15 p.m. At Frying
Pan Park, 2709 West Ox Road, Herndon. Make
candy and sample refreshments from the olden
days. Historic farm interpreters will lead a
program that includes exhibits of an early 20th-
century farmhouse, a brief history of candy-
making, and an outdoor, wood-burning stove
demonstration, weather permitting. This event is
designed for participants ages 10 to adult. The
cost is $10 per person. The program is not
recommended for those with allergies to nuts or
dairy. Call 703-437-9101 or visit https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/frying-pan-park.

Geocaching Workshop. 3-5 p.m. At Lake Fairfax
Park, 1400 Lake Fairfax Drive, Reston. Set off on
a search for hidden treasure at Lake Fairfax Park
after learning how to put your Global
Positioning System (GPS) unit to work. Students
ages 8 to adult will learn how to enter latitude
and longitude coordinates into a GPS. Treasure
hunters will then follow the coordinates to find
a hidden object, container or unique geological
feature in the park. Cost is $22 per person.
Please bring your own GPS; a limited number
will be available to borrow from the instructor at
class. Call 703-471-5414 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/lake-fairfax.

SUNDAY/FEB. 9
Gustafer Yellowgold. 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. At

Reston Community Center, 2310 Colts Neck
Road, Reston. Cost is $10 Reston/$20 Non-
Reston

With pancake lunch. Since his creation by Morgan
Taylor, Gustafer Yellowgold has become an
international phenomenon. Take a ride with
Yellowgold, who is living an explorer’s life in a
slightly psychedelic version of the Minnesota
woods. Tickets include a “build your own”
pancake lunch from 12 p.m. to 2 p.m.

Carolina Blue. 7 p.m. At Bluegrass Barn at Frying
Pan Farm Park, 2739 West Ox Road, Herndon.
Cost is $18/advance; $20/door. New this season
is the Half Season Pass — four shows and
reserved seats for $68. Food and drinks,
including beer and wine, are available for
purchase at the performances. Tickets can be
purchased online at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/frying-pan-park/ or by phone at 703-222-
4664 or 703-437-9101.

MONDAY/FEB. 10
RCC’s 40th Anniversary. 6:30 p.m. At RCC

Hunters Woods, 2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston.
Restonians are invited to mark Reston
Community Center’s 40th anniversary and plan
for its future. The agenda of this special annual
joint Community Relations and Program/Policy
Committees meeting includes a screening of a
short film about RCC’s first 40 years; a
presentation on the results of the 2019 RCC
Community Survey; facilitated discussion on
four important RCC strategic planning pillars
(Facilities, Community Building, Programs and
Communications); and a summary of those
discussions. To encourage community
attendance, RCC will be serving dinner,
providing translation support (Chinese, Arabic,
Spanish and Russian) and offering childcare
support for busy families with children ages 6 to
12. RSVP at RCCContact@fairfaxcounty.gov. To
register, visit www.restoncommunitycenter.com.

Calendar

Virginia Polar Dip
Kalypso’s Sports Tavern staff takes the plunge in the 2018 Virginia Polar
Dip dressed as Power Rangers.

SATURDAY/FEB. 1
Freezin’ for a Reason Polar Dip. 2 p.m. At Lake Anne Plaza, Reston. Registered participants will take

the plunge either by canon-ball jump or a “Chicken Dip” – to raise funds for Camp Sunshine. The
Virginia Polar Dip is a fundraiser for Camp Sunshine, a national year-round retreat for children with
life-threatening illnesses and their families.This year’s goal is to raise $100,000, which will allow 40
families from the Mid-Atlantic area to attend Camp Sunshine. The event is sponsored by:  Kalypso’s
Sports Tavern, David Madison Photography, Lake Anne Village Center, Reston Community Center, Salon
Khouri, Ourisman Chantilly Toyota, Reston Association, Fairfax County Cold Water Dive Team, Manor
Works Painting, Loebig Chiropractic & Rehab, and Onelife Fitness. Cost is $100 minimum donation to
plunge and is open to anyone willing to brave the elements for a good cause. Visit
www.freezinforareason.com.

Rocknoceros
Rocknoceros will appear at the Herndon Community Center on Monday,
Feb. 17.

MONDAY/FEB. 17
Rocknoceros. 10:30-11:15 a.m. At Herndon Community Center, 814 Ferndale Ave., Herndon. Coach

Cotton, Williebob, and Boogie Woogie Bennie perform wildly popular award-winning music for the
whole family. Rocknoceros has dominated the DC children’s music scene for many years. Visit  herndon-
va.gov/recreation, or call 703-787-7300.
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News

By Mercia Hobson

The Connection

T
he renovated Terry L. Smith Aquatics Cen-
ter located at Reston Community Center-
Hunters Woods opened on Monday, Jan. 27,

2020, having been closed since early Jan. 2019. The
original pool, built in 1979, was renamed in 2007
for Terry Smith’s community service, especially his
years on the RCC Board of Governors.

The state of the art indoor aquatics facility fea-
tures two pools to serve patrons of all ages better.
“The 25-yard lap pool (is) equipped with zero-depth
entry and family-friendly play features. This pool has
a water temperature set-point of 82 degrees for the
lap lanes with warmer water in the beach entry area.
A set-point temperature of 86 degrees will be serv-
ing the warm water pool and is available to those
who want to exercise, or little ones who are learning
to swim, with that comfort level,” according to Fairfax
County website.

The spa is available to adults 18 and older and
features a set-point temperature of 104 degrees.

RCC offers drop-in access for any age at $1 per
visit for Reston patrons through February; those who

Welcome Home RCC Swimmers
Terry L. Smith Aquatic Center is open again.

Children play in the water on opening day
for the renovated Terry L. Smith Aquatics
Center at the Reston Community Center
Hunters Woods.
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By Mercia Hobson

 The Connection

M
&T Bank marked the
grand opening of its
newest branch in

Reston with a ceremonial ribbon-
cutting. More than 50 individuals
attended the Jan. 22 event, includ-
ing members of the bank’s regional
senior leadership and Greater
Reston Chamber of Commerce,
Supervisor Walter Alcorn (D-
Hunter Mill) and other guests.

Located at 1886 Metro Center
Drive, the 45,000 square foot bank
is 1-block from the current west-
ern terminus of the Washington
Metro Silver Line, the Wiehle–
Reston East station in the new
transit-oriented, mixed-use, urban
center. “What I’m excited about for
our new branch in Reston is the
improved location. We are very
accessible to the community,” said
M&T Regional Manager for the
Northern Virginia Region John D.
Murphy Jr.

Dee Kakar is Vice President Busi-
ness Banking Team Leader in
Northern Virginia at M&T Bank
and Chair-elect of the Greater
Reston Chamber of Commerce.

Center branch) will cater to busi-
ness clients. Several business
banking relationship managers
will sit at the new Reston branch,
which will operate as a business
banking center. These profession-
als have a deep understanding of
the Reston community,” said Gra-
ham.

M&T Bank employees go be-
yond the financial. Murphy said,
“All of our employees are given 40
hours annually from the bank to
help in the community through
volunteer service hours in the area
of financial literacy for their cli-
ents. We are working through Vol-
unteer Fairfax and some of our
community partners such as Jun-
ior Achievement, Rebuilding To-
gether and Women Giving
Back…We are a big bank, but we
are a community bank at heart.”

A Bank with a Community Heart
Top small
business lender
expands footprint
to Reston
Transit Area.

Building at the Metro location,
Kakar said, “Was a leap of faith.”
And the customers, they came. Ac-
cording to Branch Manager Robyn
Craig, M&T Bank is dedicated to
helping with growth objectives,
supporting communities in which
it operates.

In the latest round of the annual
Greenwich Excellence Awards,
M&T Bank ranked among the
nation’s top small business lend-
ers, according to Senior Public
Relations Manager at M&T Scott
Graham. The bank’s Washington
D.C. Small Business District
ranked No.1. “M&T Bank is the
number one SBA (U.S. Small Busi-
ness Administration) lender in the
Washington D.C. SBA District
based on total number of loans-
186 loans for $33.2 million in the
SBA 2019 fiscal year. (The Metro

When the first pair of shears didn’t cut it at the ceremo-
nial ribbon-cutting for the Grand Opening of M&T Bank,
Metro Center Drive, Reston, “take 2” brings laughter
from (left to right) Tara Abraham, Assistant Vice Presi-
dent and Retail Support Specialist M&T Bank, Chris
Nichols, Business Banking Market Manager in Greater
Washington M&T Bank, Dee Kakar, Vice President Busi-
ness Banking Team Leader in Northern Virginia M&T
Bank, Supervisor Walter Alcorn (D-Hunter Mill).

don’t live or work in Reston must pay the non-Reston
prices for RCC offerings. Reston Community Center-
Hunters Wood is located at 2310 Colts Neck Road in
Reston.
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By Hobson

 The Connection

W
alter Alcorn repre
sents the residents
of the Hunter Mill

District on the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors. On Jan.
27, Alcorn (D-Hunter Mill)
posted on Facebook, “As prom-
ised, I am scheduling town hall
meetings so that we can have
an engaged community discus-
sion about priorities and how
we want to move forward in the
Hunter Mill District. Bring your
questions.”

The first town hall meeting is
scheduled for Monday, Feb. 3,
from 7 to 9 p.m. at the Reston
Community Center at Lake
Anne, Jo Ann Rose Gallery,
1609-A Washington Plaza N,
Reston. Supervisor Alcorn
added, if possible, RSVP that you
are attending with an email to
huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov.
Put “February 3 town hall” in the
subject line.

According to the
Fairfaxcounty.gov: “Volunteers
(are) needed to serve as Hunter
Mill District Representatives on
County Boards, Authorities and
Commissions…Our county gov-
ernment has the most impact on
our daily lives, including trans-
portation, water quality, prop-
erty taxes, public safety and
many other critical services.
Advisory groups play a very
important role in our county
government. If you are inter-
ested in serving on a county

board, authority, commission or
committee (“BAC”) as a Hunter
Mill District representative,
contact Supervisor Alcorn’s of-
fice.” Current openings include:

❖ Reston Transportation Ser-
vice District Advisory Board

❖ Citizen Corps Council
❖ Civil Service Commission
For more information or to

forward your resume for consid-
eration, email Gwenn Minton at
Gwendolyn.Minton@fairfaxcounty.gov
or call 703-478-0283. Stay up
to date on information about
the Hunter Mill District by fol-
lowing Supervisor Alcorn on
social media: Twitter, Facebook
and Instagram.

Supervisor Walter Alcorn
(D-Hunter Mill) to host Town Hall
Meeting Monday, Feb, 3.

Meet New Supervisor

Photo courtesy Fairfax County

Fairfax County Supervi-
sor Walter Alcorn
(D-Hunter Mill)

Courtesy Fairfax County

Map of the Hunter Mill District in Fairfax County
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From Page 3

SB 631 (Surovell) (SLG)-Recommend
support.

The County supports expanded local authority but
has concerns about its ability to implement this au-
thority.

Chris Sigler, Assistant County Attorney: “(May al-
low by ordinance) the County to fine people who
have essentially stolen or removed the shopping cart
from the shop that it belongs to and can fine them
up to $500... There’s concern that there are shop-
ping carts that end up in our creeks.”

Supervisor Rodney L. Lusk (D- Lee): “I’m not sure
if the punishment fits the crime...I have some issues
that the $500 penalty will probably be assessed to
someone who is homeless.”

Supervisor Dalia Palchik (D-Providence): “This is
penalizing poverty. This is how my family shopped
when we first moved here.”

Supervisor John Foust (D- Dranesville): “If this bill
is passed, we do not have to implement any fine at
all...I support it...Fining someone $500 or any
amount would be inappropriate, but putting the
burden on the store owner to retrieve these and get
them back is reasonable.”

HB 812 (Ward) (HPS)/SB 69 (Locke)
(Passed Senate)-Recommend support.

The bill would reinstate one handgun a month.

SB 297 (Favola) (SRSS)-Recommend sup-
port.

Creates the Virginia Sexual and Domestic Violence
Prevention Fund-Recommend support.

Sue Rowland, State Legislative Consultant, SR Con-
sulting, Inc.: “This is a good bill; we recommend you
support... The idea is that there would be funding
for local programs such as ours to focus on preven-
tion prior to the support that we give when people
have had a bad experience.

HB 151 (Samirah) (HCCT)—Recommend
oppose.

Provides that all localities shall allow for the de-
velopment and use of one accessory dwelling unit
(ADU) per single-family dwelling (SFD), notwith-
standing any contrary provision of zoning ordinance.

Chris Sigler, Assistant County Attorney: “I think the
issue we have with this bill is that we are eroding
our land use authority number one. And number two,
I think this bill is driving at the affordability crisis…
to resolve some of the affordability issues…Right now,
our staff is looking at our accessory dwelling unit
policy and will be coming back to you...This bill is a
mandate that goes a little bit too far.”

Visit http://video.fairfaxcounty.gov/
ViewPublisher.php?view_id=9 for Meeting Material
and the archived video for the Jan. 17, 2020 Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors Legislative Committee
Meeting.

Legislative Committee Tracks
Priority Bills
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

I couldn’t before, Mr. Rogers, but now I can. 
And I even know what it means, which 10 days 
ago, in my neighborhood, I wouldn’t have had 
a clue. Now, not only do I have a clue, I have a 
date for surgery: Jan. 27. Moreover, in addition 
to a date (and I don’t mean my wife, Dina), 
I have a time and a place, a list of pre-surgi-
cal dos and don’ts, and a few items to buy: a 
post-surgical healing ointment and a special 
scrub to help minimize the risk of infection. And 

clothing, perhaps a button down cardigan will 
do. If all goes well, I’ll be home in my jammies 
around supper time when my recovery begins. 
Details of which are still a bit sketchy. I suppose 

Let me amend that last sentence: I’ll be on 

jump at you is that I don’t eat many soft foods 
(M&Ms melting in one’s mouth instead of their 

and quite out of my ordinary, my wife, Dina 
will be managing and controlling my menu. 
So far that menu includes eggs, pudding, apple 
sauce; all good but her last two items: spinach 
and kale, not good at all. I imagine I’ll survive 
the surgery, but given how rarely Dina and have 
shared meals together over the years, I may 
not survive the recovery. And though her heart 
and head might be in the right place, I’m afraid 
my knife and fork won’t be. During the best of 
times, I’m challenging to feed. After my surgery, 
I’m likely going to be at my worst. Although I 
certainly don’t look it, food has always been the 
bane of my existence.

But at that post-surgical point, aren’t I enti-
tled? I mean, when I was a little boy and had 
my tonsils removed, I remember being given ice 
cream to eat - in bed. That had never happened 
before - or since, quite frankly. Soft foods. 

deprived? I have two types of cancer. Yet so far, 
I don’t see ice cream on the list. Maybe Dina’s 

cold foods are just as soft as hot. If true, I think 
I’m going to need that in ALL CAPS to convince 
my wife to give in to my indulgences. After all, 
one’s thyroid gland isn’t extracted every day so 
shouldn’t I scream (perhaps whisper would be 

savage beast that I might be after surgery? Pre-
sumably there will be some pain or discomfort 
and/or side effects from prescription medica-
tions I’m obliged to take so why not humor me; 
I like to laugh.

Except there’s really nothing funny about 
surgery, other than the old joke: it’s minor 
surgery when it’s someone else, when it’s me, 
it’s major. So even though I’ve been told on rela-
tively good authority that a thyroidectomy is not 
exactly major surgery, it’s still me that’s being 
anesthetized and operated on for four hours. 
And though I’d rather it would be somebody 
else, I don’t see how that would help remove 
my thyroid gland which apparently has spread 
cancer to my neck and a lymph node. I guess if 
it has to come out, it might as well come out of 
me. And then we can get on to the business of 
learning whether I have one cancer or two and 
perhaps get an updated assessment of my life 
expectancy. If I had my druthers, I’d just as soon 
have only one cancer. Two is too much. 

That being said/vented, right now, I just want 
to wake up after surgery and get home. And 
when I get there, either that night or for break-
fast the next day, there better be a pint or two of 
ice cream with my name on it. I think it’s only 
fair, don’t you?

Can You Spell 
Thyroidectomy? 
(Or Ice Cream?)

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon,
at least two weeks before event.

NOW THRU FEB. 18
Herndon Accepting Arts Grants Proposals.

The Town of Herndon is accepting grant
proposals up to $4,500 through the Virginia
Commission for the Arts (VCA) Creative
Communities Partnership Grant for projects to
be implemented in FY 2020. For information
about this program and other grant
opportunities, review the 2020 Guidelines for
Funding which are available at http://
www.arts.virginia.gov/grants_guidelines.html.
Nonprofit arts organizations incorporated in the
Town of Herndon must meet general policy
guidelines as published by the VCA. The
Commission’s Guidelines for Funding and other
resources are available on the website at
www.arts.virginia.gov. Applicants should
provide full documentation of projected budget,
program planning, and a detailed description of
the implementation of the project. Organizations
who intend to apply for grant funding must
submit their proposals by 5 p.m. on Tuesday,
Feb. 18 to the Performing Arts Supervisor at the
Town of Herndon Department of Parks and
Recreation. Proposals may be mailed to Herndon
Parks and Recreation Department, 777 Lynn
Street, Herndon, VA 20170, hand delivered to
the Herndon Community Center, 814 Ferndale
Ave, Herndon, VA, 20170, or sent electronically
to parksandrec@herndon-va.gov. Applicants are
encouraged to confirm receipt by the
department prior to the deadline. To learn more
about the Town of Herndon Parks and
Recreation Department, visit  Herndon-va.gov/
recreation or call 703-787-7300.

TUESDAY/FEB. 18
DMV2GO at the Library. 9 a.m.-4 p.m. at

Herndon Fortnightly Library, 768 Center St.,
Herndon. The wireless office on wheels offers all
DMV services: driver’s license and ID card
applications and renewals, driving records,
vehicle titles, license plates, decals, order
disabled plates, and more. Information on all
services available at dmv.virginia.gov/general/
#dmv_2go.

SUPPORT GROUPS
Parent Support Partners, a service of the

Healthy Minds Fairfax initiative, are all parents
who have received training and are qualitied to
offer education, support and assistance at no
cost to families or caregivers. They provide
reliable information that families can use in
decision-making and are familiar with services
and resources that can help families in distress.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
healthymindsfairfax or www.nami-
northernvirginia.org/parent-peer-support.html.

ONGOING
STEM Professionals Needed. Volunteers are

needed to assist K-12 STEM teachers in northern
Virginia as part of the American Association for
the Advancement of Science’s STEM Volunteer
Program, stemvolunteers.org, during the 2019-
20 school year.Contact Don Rea at 571-551-
2488 or donaldrea@aol.com.

Assistance League of Northern Virginia is an
all-volunteer nonprofit organization that feeds,
clothes and educates children in need.
Assistance League’s philanthropic programs
touch the lives of thousands of children,
including those at 11 Title 1 elementary schools
in Fairfax and Prince William counties and the
City of Alexandria.   There are many volunteer
opportunities for community members to
contribute to helping those in need through
Weekend Food for Kids, tutoring programs and
providing new clothing and layettes.   To learn
more, email: info@alnv.org, or visit
www.alnv.org

Volunteer Adult Mentors Needed. Help assist
the Department of Family Services’ BeFriendA-
Child mentoring program. The mentors provide
opportunities for companionship, guidance and
support to children who have been abused and
neglected, or who are at risk of abuse and
neglect. Contact Ibrahim Khalil at
Ibrahim.khalil@fairfaxcounty.gov or 703-324-
4547.

Bulletin
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