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Bike and Pedestrian
Bills Aimed at Safety
News, Page 7

Vienna Police Highlights
News, Page 2

Global to Local: 
This Is Not a Test

News, Page 3

Josh Pearson of Oakton, former Res-
tonian: ‘We’re only going to places 
that are open and outside; Lake Anne 
is perfect.’  Pearson sits beside his 
sons Maverick, 1, and A. J., 2, while 
wife, Carole (not pictured), tries to 
get the children to smile.
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The following summary contains vari-
ous incidents of general interest as well
as vehicular crashes handled by the
Town of Vienna Police Department from
March 6 – March 12, 2020.

INCIDENTS
Fraud — Navy Federal Credit Union

820 Follin Lane, SE between Feb. 1 12
a.m. and March 6, 2:49 p.m. A citizen,
who manages an office in Maryland,
reported that someone has been stealing
checks from their office and fraudu-
lently depositing them into an account
at the Navy Federal Credit Union.

Death Unknown Cause — 300 Block
George Street, SW Between Feb.14, 12
a.m. and March 7, 5:27 p.m. A citizen
was concerned about the welfare of a
relative after several unsuccessful at-
tempts to contact him. Officers searched
the residence and found the elderly man
deceased in his bedroom. This case is be-
ing investigated.

Fraud — 300 Block Adahi Road, SE
Between Feb. 24, 12 a.m. and March 9,
4:57 p.m. A resident reported that he re-
ceived a cell phone bill for an account that
was opened under his name fraudulently.
This case is being investigated.

Fight — Dunkin Donuts 314 Maple
Avenue, West March 4, 8:11 p.m. An
employee reported that while talking with
a customer, the customer’s friend entered
the restaurant and assaulted him because
she did not like the interaction with her
friend. The employee did not wish to pur-
sue charges.

Missing Person — 500 Block Glyndon
Street, SE March 5 between 10:30 a.m.
and 2:10 p.m. Officers responded to assist
rescue personnel with an elderly male
needing medical assistance. Officers were
not able to communicate with the male
who needed to be taken to the hospital.
Later, a resident called police to report

their relative missing, who matched the
description of the elderly male. The resi-
dent was advised that their relative was
taken to the hospital.

Fraud — 900 Block Plum Street, SW
March 5 between 4:30 p.m. and 5:30 p.m.
A resident received a telephone call from
someone claiming to be from Apple, who
advised her that someone had hacked her
account and that they could assist her if
she provided them remote access to her
computer. Once the resident allowed the
computer access, she realized the call was
a scam.

Domestic Dispute — Glyndon Lane, SE
March 5, 8:21 p.m. A resident summoned
police to assist with a domestic dispute.
Police interviewed both parties involved
in the verbal argument and determined
that no violation of law had taken place.

Suspicious Event — 200 Block Park
Terrace Court, SE March 6, 7:42 a.m. A
resident reported hearing screaming
and yelling in the area. Officers found
the noise was coming from two occu-
pants in an apartment. One of the
occupants left the apartment in an Uber.
No criminal activity was reported by either
person.

Arrest - Drunk In Public — The
Wolftrap Hotel 430 Maple Avenue, West
March 6, 2:53 p.m. Officers responded to
the report of a customer refusing to leave
the property. Upon the officers’ interaction
with the man, they detected signs of im-
pairment. Ofc. Lyons arrested the
25-year-old man with no fixed address. He
was transported to the Fairfax County
Adult Detention Center and charged with
Drunk in Public.

Animal Case — 300 Block Church
Street, NE March 6, 5:52 p.m. A resident
reported a sick raccoon. Officers re-
sponded to the residence and
determined that the raccoon appeared
to be in grave condition and could

barely move. An officer euthanized the
raccoon.

Open Door/Window — Hair Pair 338
Maple Avenue, West March 7, 5:05 a.m.
An officer found an open door to the
business. Officers searched the business
and found nothing appeared to have
been disturbed.

Open Door/Window — 100 Block
Kingsley Road, SE March 7, 2:01 p.m.
Officers responded to an alarm call. Upon
arrival, officers found the front door open.
Officers searched the residence and found
that nothing appeared to have been dis-
turbed.

Property Found — Center Street, South
/ Oak Street, SW March 7, 6:26 p.m. A
resident turned in a found credit card.

Lost Property — 7-11 537 Maple Avenue,
West March 8 between 10:40 a.m. and 11
a.m. A citizen reported a lost wallet.

Natural Death — 400 Block Welles
Street, SE March 8, 2:49 p.m. Officers re-
sponded to assist rescue personnel with a
resident who suffered a medical emer-
gency in his vehicle. The man was
transported by rescue personnel to an area
hospital where he passed away a short
time later.

Found Property — Wolftrap Hotel
430 Maple Avenue, West March 9 be-
tween 9:30 a.m. and 10 a.m. An
employee turned in a weapon that was
found in a room.

Assault — Oak Street, SW March 9,
11:50 a.m. Officers responded to the
report of a domestic disturbance. A resi-
dent was involved in a dispute between
her two adult daughters. The dispute
escalated and became physical when
one of the daughters assaulted her
sister’s boyfriend when he tried to inter-
vene. The daughter stated the boyfriend
then assaulted her. Officers explained
the warrant process should either party
wish to pursue charges.

Vienna Police Highlights
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News
Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic
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By Mercia Hobson

The Connection

W
e are in this together to save
the lives of people in Fairfax
County, the Commonwealth
of Virginia, the nation and

across the globe - a fight against COVID-
19. It’s real; it’s here, and this is not a test.
Take it seriously. Cesar del Aguila, Town of
Herndon Councilmember, reflected on the
week’s events late Sun. night, March 15.
“This is a generational transformation to our
country and culture. This will affect every-
thing. How we work, communicate and
congregate,” he said.

During the days leading up to Sunday,
March 15, events related to COVID-19 es-
calate. Residents and leaders in the Town
of Herndon, nearby communities of Reston
and Great Falls, Fairfax County, the Com-
monwealth of Virginia, the nation and glo-
bally try to make sense of it and how best
to respond. They consider needs and risks
as COVID-19 spreads.

TUESDAY, MARCH 10: The World Health
Organization releases the statement: “The
International Federation of the Red Cross
(IFRC), UNICEF and the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) today issued new guid-
ance to help protect children and schools
from transmission of the COVID-19 virus...
In the event of school closures, the guid-
ance includes recommendations to mitigate
against the possible negative impacts on
children’s learning and well-being. This
means having solid plans in place to ensure
the continuity of learning, including remote
learning options such as online education
strategies and radio broadcasts of academic
content, and access to essential services for
all children.”

In Fairfax County, Health Director Dr.
Gloria Addo-Ayensu and Benjamin
Schwartz M.D., Division Director, Epidemi-
ology and Population Health, Health De-
partment provide a coronavirus (COVID-
19) briefing to the Board of Supervisors at
its regular meeting. “What you will hear
today is the Health Department turning up
that dial-in collaboration with partners like
the healthcare community, schools and busi-
nesses, community organizations and lead-
ers of our diverse ethnic communities and
places of worship and so on...and minimize
potential impact of this global public threat
on our community,” says Addo-Ayensu.

Schwartz addresses the Supervisors. “The
spread is mainly from person-to-person
through respiratory droplets when an in-
fected person coughs or sneezes...those
droplets do not remain suspended in the
air…and only travel less than six feet. That
is our magic distance,” he said... Is this go-
ing to be a global pandemic that engulfs
our communities and our country?” says
Schwartz. “Certainly, we cannot predict the
future, but I think there is a better question
than what can we predict, and that is what

Virginia Gov. Ralph Northam declares a
state of emergency in response to the
coronavirus pandemic as public school dis-
tricts across the Commonwealth start to
announce closures. “Quite frankly, we’re
getting mixed messages from the federal
government. We find that unacceptable, so
I’m taking the lead on this, but we will do
everything and continue to do everything
in Virginia to keep Virginians safe,” says
Northam. A declaration is an administra-
tive tool that allows for additional flexibil-
ity in dealing with the virus.

Fairfax County Public Schools announces
schools closed through April 10; for staff
who work less than 12 months, schools
closed for at least two weeks. According to
the Fairfax County Public Schools website:
“We will reassess schools reopening for
those staff members after two weeks, and
we will make that decision no later than
Friday, March 27...Schools will be open on
Monday, March 16, to assist with providing
technology to students in grades 3-8 that
do not have technology at home.”

St. Joseph Catholic School in Herndon
announces it is closed until Apr. 10. How-
ever, students can access the building to
gather materials for distance learning,
which begins Tuesday, March 17.

Fairfax County Emergency Information,
Fairfax Alerts posts 4:26 p.m.: “Fairfax
Alerts: Two new presumptive positive
COVID-19 cases announced Friday, March
13 https://bit.ly/2WdrGWW nixle.us/
BPC4E

Fairfax County Emergency Information,
Fairfax Alerts posts 6:20 p.m.: “March 13
daily update: info on getting tested, school
closures, SACC, courts, businesses and more
https://bit.ly/3cZ4mST nixle.us/BPCFC”

Shelves at local Costco, Walgreens, Giant
and other stores empty of given items, with
rationing of goods such as rice, sugar and
antiviral cleaning supplies. Home Depot in
Reston posts a sign “No N-95 masks.”

Emergency food programs stand up over-
night at five public schools to cope with food

we should be planning for,” he says.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11: The World
Health Organization officially declares the
new coronavirus disease COVID-19 a pan-
demic. It is rapidly spreading far and wide.

THURSDAY, MARCH 12: COVID-19 be-
comes a reality in Fairfax County. At a press
conference that evening, Jeff McKay, Chair-
man of the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors, says, “It is a challenging and evolv-
ing situation, but we are well prepared in
Fairfax County.” Dr. Scott Brabrand Super-
intendent of Fairfax County Public Schools
says they will guide with a “tiered approach”
collaborating with local medical authorities
and others. He adds that the public schools
will stay open because there is no evidence
of “community spread” in the Northern Vir-
ginia area of the virus, according to health
officials.

At 11:34 p.m. that evening Fairfax Schools

@ fcps tweets: “All FCPS schools will be
closed Friday, March 13, 2020. School of-
fices and central offices will open on time
with an unscheduled leave policy in effect
for 12-month employees. (Condition 2).
More details to follow.”

FRIDAY, MARCH 13: World Health Or-
ganization announces: “More than 132,000
cases of COVID-19 have now been reported
to WHO, from 123 countries and territories.
5,000 people have lost their lives, a tragic
milestone. Europe has now become the epi-
center of the pandemic, with more reported
cases and deaths than the rest of the world
combined, apart from China. More cases are
now being reported every day than were
reported in China at the height of its
epidemic...Our message to countries con-
tinues to be: you must take a comprehen-
sive approach. Not testing alone. Not con-
tact tracing alone. Not quarantine alone.
Not social distancing alone. Do it all.”

Global to Local: This Is Not a Test
COVID-19 Pandemic
hits the area.

See This Is Not a Test,  Page 6

Photos by Mercia Hobson/The Connection

Thursday, March 12: Restaurants are empty shortly
after 7 p.m.

Friday, March 13: Fairfax County schools are closed.
At Hutchison Elementary School in Herndon, Dawn
Dzurilla, food manager at Terraset Elementary School
in Reston, distributes grab-and-go meals to students.

Friday, March 13: School is closed because of COVID-19, yet only two
children play on the equipment in Herndon.

Week One: 03/09-03/15
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Write The Connection
welcomes views on any public

issue. The deadline for all
material is noon Friday. Letters
must be signed. Include home

address and home and business
numbers. Letters are routinely
edited for libel, grammar, good

taste and factual errors.
Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail:
editors@connectionnewspapers.com

Opinion

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

State Delegate (D-36)

T
he General Assembly
session that adjourned
last week was a busy
one; 3,001 bills and

resolutions were introduced, and
1,351 of those passed. But the his-
toric nature of the session was not
in the number of bills introduced:
it was in the shift in philosophy
governing the state that went from conserva-
tive to progressive. The Associated Press
termed it “one of the most consequential ses-
sions in Virginia’s history.”

Some of the more noteworthy bills that
passed are summarized below. I voted for them
unless otherwise noted.

The General Assembly ratified the Equal
Right Amendment after about 40 years of
refusing to do so. Virginia is the 38th state to
ratify the ERA; federal courts will decide if the
amendment was ratified within the deadline
set for it.

Numerous laws that had been put in place
over the last several decades to make it diffi-
cult for a woman to have access to an abor-
tion were repealed including a mandatory 24-
hour waiting period and ultrasound testing.
Dozens of Jim Crow era laws that limited
the rights of Black people were removed from
the code as they had been declared unconsti-
tutional by federal courts years ago. Local gov-
ernments were given authority to determine
the fate of Confederate monuments in
their jurisdictions.

The Virginia Values Act prohibits discrimi-
nation in housing and employment for all per-
sons. My bill to bring protections of the
hate crime law to all persons regardless of

sexual orientation or gender iden-
tity passed as did other bills to
prohibit LGBTQ discrimina-
tion. Conversion therapy on
minors is banned under a new law.

Major bills passed to make
voting easier. No-excuse absen-
tee voting passed, and election
day will now be a holiday. Repeal

of the photo ID requirement for voting passed.
The environment received extra attention.

The Clean Energy Act sets Virginia on course
to be carbon neutral by 2045 as well setting
timelines on the move to wind and solar power
and the use of more renewables. My bill to
clean up the Chesapeake Bay with more
nutrient management of agricultural run-off
passed as did my bill to manage the menha-
den fishery as an important part of the ecol-
ogy of the Bay.

Seven of the eight bills to end gun vio-
lence proposed by Governor Northam passed
including my bill to establish universal back-
ground checks for all firearm purchases. Other
bills to limit handgun purchases to one a month
passed as did a bill to limit gun possession for
persons who are the subject of a restrictive
order for violent behavior.

The biggest step in decades towards trans-
portation improvements passed. The addi-
tional gas tax raised by the bill will provide
monies necessary to improve the roads in the
state as well as provide monies for mass tran-
sit and rail. A bill to ban holding a cell phone
while driving passed. No longer will driver’s
licenses be suspended for unpaid court fees and
fines under a bill that passed. Undocumented
immigrants will be able to get a driver’s license.

For workers, the minimum wage will be
going up from its current $7.25 to $9.50 this
year and to $12 in three years. My bill to raise
the minimum wage at a greater level was in-
corporated into the bill that passed. A bill to
allow collective bargaining between local
governments and their employees passed.

Balance billing for hospital and medical
costs are eliminated by another bill that passed.
A Virginia health insurance exchange will
be established to replace the federal one.

I voted against a bill that passed that allows
five cities to have a referendum on casino
gambling. I voted for a bill that will ban thou-
sands of slot-machine-like games of skills in
restaurants and stores.

Possession of a small amount of marijuana
has been decriminalized. As part of legislation
to end the school-to-prison pipeline, a bill
passed to prohibit students from being found
guilty of disorderly conduct for actions in
school.

A constitutional amendment to have a
16-member panel of legislators and citizens
redraw legislative and congressional district
lines passed for a second time and will be on
the ballot for voter approval in November.

A $135 billion biennial budget provides
more money for pre-school education, raises
for teachers and state employees, more school
counselors, more developmental disability
waiver slots, free community college for cer-
tain eligible students, among other improve-
ments.

For more information on bills summarized
here and on other legislation passed, go to
https://lis.virginia.gov/. Most bills have not
been signed by the Governor but are expected
to be.

Session Wrap-Up 2020

A Pattern That
Can’t Be Ignored
To the Editor:

I am writing in response to the
article titled “Wellbeing: Inflicting
Pain to Gain Relief” )Connection,
March 4-10, 2020.) As mentioned
in the article, there has been a rise
in teen self-harm over the years. I
think it is important to take a step
back and recognize the causes of
the increases in self-harm. This
isn’t something that is randomly
affecting people but rather some-
thing that is largely affecting
teens, starting as early as middle
school. This is a pattern that can-
not be ignored.

Why is it that so many teenag-
ers are experiencing self-harm?
Could it be our school environ-
ments? Could it be that screen
time is replacing in-person con-
tact? Perhaps teenagers find that
their only outlet left is to turn to
self-harm. It’s vital that we help

the individuals going through self-
harm, but it is just as important
that we take a step back and try
to understand the outside forces
that have caused this dispropor-
tionate pattern in teenagers. I be-
lieve that there is something more
significant going on than indi-
vidual events but rather a group
of people situated in a society that
could be an outside force causing
this problem. It is up to us to ad-
dress this.

Lianna Williams
Vienna

Inspirational
Fight for
Women’s Rights
To the Editor:

This year’s Women’s History
Month is particularly special be-
cause Virginia became the 38th
state to ratify the Equal Rights

Amendment (ERA). The ERA is
designed to guarantee equal rights
for all American citizens, regard-
less of gender. While it’s disap-
pointing to know that it took so
long to ratify women’s equality, we
have seen women, such as, Malala
Yousafzai, fight for justice in all
parts of the world. As a college stu-
dent and young Muslim women,
seeing someone like her who is not
afraid to fight for women’s rights
while maintaining her Muslim
identity is inspirational.

It is disappointing that Pakistan
and other Muslim countries deny
women the access to education,
which is what Malala Yousafzai
bravely fought for. The Holy
Prophet Muhammad (peace and
blessings be upon him) empha-
sized the importance of education
for both genders. He said, “It is the
duty of every Muslim man and
every Muslim woman to acquire
knowledge.”

This Women’s History Month, as
we celebrate Virginia’s historic

achievement, let us also not for-
get about Muslim women role
models such as Malala Yousafzai
or political leaders, such as, Ilhan
Omar and Rashida Tlaib. Let’s
come together to celebrate the
achievements of women from all
nationalities and religions.

Sabiha Basit
Centreville
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News

T
he Madison Robotics Team, a.k.a. The
Warbots, won the 2020 Robotics Quality
Award at the recent FIRST Chesapeake Dis-

trict Tournament that was held at Haymarket, Va.
After 8 weeks of hard work, the Warbots were

lauded for building a robot that was outstanding in
machine robustness in concept and fabrication, in-

2020 Madison High Robotics Team and their Robot.
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Madison Warbots Win Robotics Quality Award
cluding quality workmanship, welds, joints, and wir-
ing. Also, the judges observed the Warbots’ robot
withstand the rigors of competition and perform well.

The Warbots team consists of James Madison High
School students from Vienna, ranging from freshmen
to seniors. The FIRST Robotics Quality Award is spon-
sored by the Motorola Solutions Foundation.
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www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Helping Animals Find
Their Way Since 2001

Adopt/Donate/Volunteer

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering,
transportation, adoption center caretaking and more.

News

insecurity for some of the community’s neediest. At
Hutchison Elementary School in Herndon, Dawn
Dzurilla, food manager at Terraset Elementary
School in Reston, helps out. She stands on the side-
walk in front of a table piled high with grab-and-go-
meals. In the first thirty minutes of being open, she
reports 96 free lunches served at no cost to students
and 12 adult lunches at $2 each distributed. Plans
are to expand the food distribution to other schools
the week of March 16, according to the FCPS
website. A spokesperson for Fairfax County Schools
confirms, “The grab-and-go meals are available to
anyone, regardless of age or residency.”

In the Town of Herndon, a handwritten sign in-
side the Herndon Community Center reads, “HCC
Classes CANCELLED Friday @12:00 until Sunday
night.” The hallway is empty. No one is in the gym,
two people are in the exercise room and one person
is in the pool. At an adjacent outdoor playground, a
woman, who asked not to be identified, sits with a
bottle of sanitizer in her hands and watches chil-
dren from a karate studio play on the equipment.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14: Fairfax County Emer-
gency Information, Fairfax Alerts posts: “Four new
presumptive positive COVID-19 cases announced
Saturday. Details: https://bit.ly/38Knv7G nixle.us/
BPEQN

“The total number of (COVID-19) cases in the
Fairfax Health District is now 10. The results are
considered presumptive, pending confirmation by
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), which has not yet occurred for any of the
cases.” The alert adds: “One of the individuals is a
Fairfax County Public Schools teacher at Lynbrook
Elementary School.”

The release quotes Dr. Gloria Addo-Ayensu, Di-
rector of Health with the Fairfax County Health De-
partment, to say: “At this time, there is no evidence
of sustained community spread of the novel
coronavirus, and the risk to the general FCPS com-
munity remains low.”

Reston Community Center announces on its
website: “RCC will follow Fairfax County Govern-
ment decision-making and guidance...Our facilities
are receiving added hygienic cleaning attention
regularly...Aquatics Patrons: The CDC has issued the
following guidance with respect to the ability of
people to use swimming pools during the pandemic:
There is no evidence that COVID-19 can be spread
to humans through the use of pools and hot tubs.”
As of 3:30 p.m., RCC cancels 15 programs and events
at its Lake Anne Community Center Only two pro-
grams remain open.

The Virginia Department of Health reports the
state’s first COVID-19 death, a hospitalized man in
his 70s who previously tested positive for COVID-
19 and died of respiratory failure after acquiring the
virus through an unknown source.

SUNDAY, MARCH 15: Closures trend. “VDH (Vir-
ginia Department of Health) is no longer reporting
the pending number of tests as testing capacity has
expanded to include commercial laboratories. Com-
mercial laboratories report all results to VDH,” ac-
cording to the Virginia Department of Health.

At 1:08 p.m. Fairfax County Emergency Informa-
tion posts: Senior Centers, Adult Day Health Care
Centers closed effective immediately. Details: https:/
/bit.ly/39To4xm nixle.us/BPFN4.

Additionally, beginning Monday, March 16, Fairfax
County will provide meal delivery service to regis-

tered participants who wish to obtain them. County
staff will be contacting participants and caregivers
directly to make those arrangements.”

At 4:46 p.m., Fairfax County Emergency Informa-
tion posts: “Fairfax Alerts: Park, library and other
community facilities to close for two weeks. Details:
https://bit.ly/39To4xm nixle.us/BPFN4

At 6:07 p.m., Fairfax County Emergency Informa-
tion posts: Fairfax Alerts: Guidance for community
events includes state ban on gatherings of more than
100. Details: https://bit.ly/33lYm2b nixle.us/BPGBJ

The Herndon Community Center and Tennis Bubble
close until Mar. 27; preschool classes close until April
10, according to the Herndon Parks and Recreation
Facebook page.

At 7:43 p.m., Fairfax County Emergency Informa-
tion posts: “Fairfax Alerts: Circuit Court open Mon-
day, General District Court cancels all dockets (GDC
bond hearings will continue).”

Meanwhile, small crowds are out and about at
weekend events in the northwestern area of Fairfax
County. An indoor Farmers Market in Great Falls Sat-
urday at the Grange draws a reported 100 patrons
over the four hours of operation, with individuals
spread out over the two floors. In Herndon, families
and individuals stroll and cycle on the W &OD Trail.
In Reston, the Kalypso Sports Bar Leprechaun arrives
by pontoon boat, docking at Lake Anne. He distrib-
utes gold coins much to the delight of the 10-person
crowd. In Herndon, patrons visit a local nursery plan-
ning their next garden.

From Page 3

This Is Not a Test

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection

Saturday, March 14: John Hobson chooses
some mushrooms at the Great Falls Farm-
ers’ Market, a Winter Indoor Market lo-
cated at the Great Falls Grange, 9818
Georgetown Pike Great Falls.

RELIABLE SOURCES (NOT SOCIAL MEDIA)
Current information on the COVID-19 pandemic changes not

just daily but hourly. Situation reports are being updated;
facts presented and myths knocked down. Reliable
information can be sourced from local to global sites such
as:

Fairfax County - Fairfax County Health Department
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/novel-coronavirus

Call 703-267-3511. The center is open from 9:30 a.m. until 9
p.m. on weekdays and from 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekends.
Residents can text FFXCOVID to 888777 to receive updates
from Fairfax County about COVID-19.

State of Virginia - Commonwealth of Virginia Health
Department: Virginia Department of Health (VDH)
www.vdh.virginia.gov/coronavirus

National Center for Disease Control and Prevention
www.cdc.gov/covid19.

Global - World Health Organization https://www.who.int
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Admitted to DC, MD, VA & NY Bars
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Local & Foreign Taxes
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Back Taxes • IRS Audits
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Robert Beatson II

703-798-3590 or
301-340-2951

www.beatsonlaw.com

News

By Mike Salmon

The Connection

S
topping for a pedestrian or bicyclist in the
crosswalk may be Driving 101 for most driv-
ers, but not all. It’s become such an issue, Del.

Kay Kory (D-38) partnered with Del. Ken Plum (D-
36) to address the issue with House Bill 1705. That
bill was among seven bills passed recently to increase
the safety for pedestrians and bicyclists across the
state.

Kory has been working on a crosswalk bill since
2011, and finally found an opportunity to get it
passed with new Democratic majorities in office.
“There were no objections,” she said.

The bill contains language that clarifies the duties
of vehicle drivers to stop when yielding to pedestri-
ans at clearly marked crosswalks, whether at
midblock or at the end of any block; any regular
pedestrian crossing included in the prolongation of
the lateral boundary lines of the adjacent sidewalk
at the end of a block; or any intersection when the
driver is approaching on a highway where the maxi-
mum speed limit is not more than 35 miles per hour.

“It’s a big issue,” said Shawn Newman of the Fairfax
Advocates for Better Bicycling (FABB). “We’ve had a
number of incidents,” he added, noting that cyclists
and pedestrians are “vulnerable road users.”

Plum got some safety ideas from Reston cyclist
Bruce Wright who discussed the unsafe situation at
the W&OD Trail and Wiehle Avenue. “Some people
stop and some people don’t stop,” Plum said. With
HB 1705, he’s looking at the educational function to
go along with enforcement. It’s not all about penal-
izing. “We’re trying to educate people as well,” he
said. Kory mentioned the possibility of signs at the
crosswalks, or looking into other methods that sig-
nal drivers. In Charlottesville, she said, they use a
flashing light at crosswalks. “I think it makes sense,
I want to look into it,” she said,

Senator Scott Surovell sponsored another vulner-
able road users bill (SB 437) that increases the pen-
alty for drivers who carelessly injure or kill a vulner-
able road user and also prohibits using bike lanes to
pass other vehicles.

Other bills included HB 874 by Del. Jeffrey M.
Bourne (D-71) which prohibits any person from hold-
ing a handheld personal communications device
while driving a motor vehicle.

SB 871, Sen. David Marsden’s bill, clarifies the rules
on e-bikes and helps ensure e-bikes have a place in
the future of Virginia’s transportation mix. Plum also
sponsored HB 886 that continues the State Trails
Advisory Committee’s work to improve our state-
wide trail network through 2027.

HB 1442, the Automated photo speed enforcement
bill will give localities a new tool to help prevent
speeding-related crashes in school zones and high-
way work zones.

FABB calls the bills “a slew of important and bi-
partisan bills that will make bicycling in Fairfax and
across the state safer and more enjoyable.” Although
FABB is a local group, they want to highlight bike
issues across the state. “We work very closely with
other bike and pedestrian groups across the state,”
Newman said.

At the county Board of Supervisors meeting, a
group of bicyclists made their presence known when
the bills were passed. “They were just thrilled,” said
Kory.

With bicycling events gaining popularity in Fairfax County, such as the Tour De Mount
Vernon here at the Workhouse in Lorton, lawmakers are looking for ways to increase
safety for bicyclists and pedestrians.

House Passes Bike and
Pedestrian Bills Aimed at Safety
New Assembly
makeup allows for
more safety legislation.

Speed Photo Enforcement
Comes to Virginia

HB 1442 authorizes state and local law-enforcement agen-
cies to operate photo speed monitoring devices, defined in the
bill, in or around school crossing zones and highway work
zones for the purpose of recording images of vehicles that are
traveling at speeds of at least 10 miles per hour above the
posted school crossing zone or highway work zone speed limit
within such school crossing zone or highway work zone when
such zone is indicated by conspicuously placed signs display-
ing the maximum speed limit and that such photo speed
monitoring devices are used in the area. The bill provides that
the operator of a vehicle shall be liable for a monetary civil
penalty, not to exceed $100, if such vehicle is found to be
traveling at speeds of at least 10 miles per hour above the
posted highway work zone or school crossing zone speed limit
by the photo speed monitoring device.
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Editor’s Note: Be aware that many events
could be cancelled as precaution to the spread of
COVID-19. Please check before heading to events.
Submit entertainment announcements at
www.connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar/.
The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

ONGOING
Vienna Time Machine. At Freeman Store &

Museum, 131 Church Street, NE, Vienna.
Welcoming visitors to HVI’s newest exhibit is a
U-2 pilot suit worn by Lt. Col. Sam Crouse.
Other timepieces include iconic toys from the
decade such as a GI Joe, Etch A Sketch, and
Easy Bake oven. Posters commemorate some of
the 1960s’ most pivotal films, including 2001: A
Space Odyssey and Rosemary’s Baby. Other
posters and images nod to the issues that rocked
the 1960s: Vietnam, the Civil Rights Movement,
and segregation/integration. HVI encourages
visitors to add a personal – and local – touch to
the exhibit by sharing their story. A message
board accompanying the exhibit will feature
anecdotes, historical moments, and personal
stories about the decade. The Freeman Store &
Museum is open from 12-4 p.m. Wednesday-
Sunday.

Hogwart’s Vacation Bible School
Registration. At Holy Comforter Episcopal
Church, 543 Beulah Road, NE, Vienna. The
camp dates are June 22–26, 2020 for morning
or afternoon sessions. Children 5 through 11
years old are invited to participate in this
popular and unique summer camp experience
which explores the Christian themes and lessons
in the Harry Potter stories. Holy Comforter
Episcopal Church in Vienna is magically
converted into Hogwarts School where children
attend “classes” taught by favorite professors
including Professors McGonagall, Snape, Hooch,
and Binns. Teenage prefects lead age level
groups to their activities and all students share a
closing snack in the Great Hall. This year’s
theme will be based on book 2, Harry Potter and
the Chamber of Secrets. Registration forms will
be in the Church Office and online. More
information: http://www.holycomforter.com/
Children/Vacation_Bible_School/

The Golden Girls of Northern Virginia, a
senior women’s softball league, is looking for
players. Any woman over the age of 40 is
encouraged to join. All skill levels are welcome.
They play on Wednesday evenings and Saturday
mornings in Vienna. For more information, visit
the web site www.goldengirls.org

21st Lenten Devotional. Now thru April 12. At
The Church of the Good Shepherd (United
Methodist), 2351 Hunter Mill Road, Vienna. The
church is publishing its 21st annual Devotions
for Lent. The publication will be available on the
church’s website at www.GoodShepherdVA.com,
beginning on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 26, through
Easter on April 12. The church also will post
each day’s devotion on its Facebook page at
www.Facebook.com/goodshepherdvienna.
Printed copies will be mailed to neighborhoods
surrounding the church, and a limited number
of copies will be available at the church.
Additionally, the church plans to hold weekly
gatherings in members’ homes to discuss the
devotionals. Free. Visit the website:
www.GoodShepherdVA.com

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 18
McLean Newcomers and Neighbors

Luncheon. 11:30 a.m. At Nostos Restaurant,
8100 Boone Boulevard, Vienna. State
Department retiree Judy Rouse will discuss the
issue of missing and abducted children. The cost
is $40 per person. To attend, pay at https://
squareup.com/market/mclean-newcomers-club.
Prospective members are invited. No
reservations will be accepted after Friday, March
13. Visit www.McLeanNewcomers.org.

MARCH 19 TO APRIL 1
McLean Project for the Arts Spotlights

Student Art Work. At 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. McLean Project for the Arts will
celebrate Youth Arts Month by hosting two art
shows featuring the work of Fairfax County
Public School elementary, middle and high
school students. The Langley Pyramid Youth Art
Show opens Thursday, March 19, 2020 and runs
through April 1, 2020. Langley Pyramid Youth
Art Show Opening Exhibition Reception:
Thursday, March 19, 4:30 – 6 p.m.; show runs
through April 1, 2020. Visit mpaart.org.

MARCH 20 TO APRIL 12
Cherry Blossom Festival Central. At Tysons

Corner Center, Second Level outside of
Nordstrom, McLean. The public is invited to stop
in for free souvenirs, festival schedules and the
latest information on activities throughout the
region. On March 28, the Center will host its
annual National Cherry Blossom Festival Day
with a special event from 1–3 p.m. with craft
demonstrations, free gifts, and more. Visit http:/
/www.fxva.com/plan-your-trip/visitor-center; or
call 703-752-9500.

FRIDAY/MARCH 20
An Evening of Cars & Art. 7 p.m. At The Car

Barn in Great Falls. The Arts of Great Falls
fundraiser where Don and Stacey Wood are
hosting. While the venue’s architecture is a
highlight, guests will enjoy mingling with the
antique cars even more. Don’t miss this rare
occasion when the community is invited inside
the garage of Wood Motor Sports.

 Young Adult Game Night. 7:15 p.m. At
Breakout Games, 1073 W. Broad Street, Suite
201, Falls Church. For ages 18-30. Young
Adult Game Night sponsored by the Young
Adult Ministry at Lewinsville Presbyterian
Church. Call the church office during normal
business hours at 703-356-7200 or visit
https://www.lewinsville.org/events/young-
adult-game-night-2/

SATURDAY/MARCH 21
Faith & Public Policy Breakfast. 8:30 a.m. At

Lewinsville Presbyterian Church, 1724 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. They will begin with a
light breakfast 8:30 a.m. and the presentation
and discussion from 9 a.m. until about 10:30
a.m. in the Chapel. Speaker, Erin McKenney,
Executive Director of Just Neighbors, an
immigration legal services non-profit founded by
members of the United Methodist Church, will
provide an overview of their work and discuss
hot immigration topics of the day, including
overall policy, and issues like DACA, Travel
Bans, Public Charge and more. Just Neighbors
provides direct immigration legal services to
low-income immigrants in Northern Virginia as
well as some rural areas of the state. Call the
Church Office during normal business hours at
703-356-7200 or visit https://
www.lewinsville.org/events/faith-public-policy-
breakfast-2/

Historic Marker Dedication. 10 a.m. At the Old
Firehouse, 1440 Chain Bridge Road, McLean.
The dedication of the newly installed Fairfax
County Historic Marker, honoring McLean’s first
fire station, will take place. Refreshments will be
served. Everyone is welcome. Contact Carole
Herrick at 703-356-8223.

MARCH 21-22
“A Midsummer Night’s Dream.” Saturday at 8

p.m.; Sunday at 7 p.m.
At the Traveling Players Studio at Tysons Corner

Center on the first floor next to Lord & Taylor.
Presented by the Traveling Players Ensemble. A
Midsummer Night’s Dream follows four young
lovers who evade parental rule and city law by
escaping into the forest, only to be transformed
by mischievous fairies. Reality and illusion
interchange in the woods, as do love and hate,
clarity and confusion. As the tricks are reversed
and the couples reunite, we delight in their
wedding entertainment provided by a set of
bumbling actors. The 90-minute performance is
a professionally directed and designed show
with high school actors who participated in
Traveling Players winter classes. Tickets are $5
for children (5 and under), $10 for adults.
Group rates are available. For more information,
visit www.travelingplayers.org or email
outreach@travelingplayers.org.

Photo Show. At Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry Street, SE, Vienna. Area amateur and
student photographers are invited to participate
in the Photography Contest and Exhibit at the
Vienna Community Center, at which submissions
will be displayed 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday,
March 21, and noon-3 p.m. Sunday, March 22.
Entry fee is $10 per person, with each
participant allowed a maximum of three photo
submissions total across seven categories:
nature, pictorial, scenic, portraiture,
architecture, animals, and photojournalism.
Ribbons will be awarded in all categories, in
both color and black and white divisions.
Student photographers in grades 7-12 will be
judged in a separate category. Participants must
submit their photos in person with their
application either from 5-8 p.m. Thursday,
March 19, or noon-3:45 p.m. Friday, March 20.
The application and physical requirements for
the photos are listed at viennava.gov/photo.

SATURDAY/MARCH 21, 28
Four Floor Tour. 10:30 a.m. At Colvin Run Mill,

10017 Colvin Run Road, Great Falls. Explore the
rarely seen second and third floors of Colvin
Run Mill. Put on some comfy shoes, because
you’ll be climbing steep stairs. The second and
third floor areas are not ADA accessible, but
alternative arrangements will be made for those
who cannot climb stairs but wish to participate.
The tours are designed for participants age 10 to
adult. Cost is $10 per person. Reservations are
suggested; walk-ins are welcome. Call 703-759-
2771.

SUNDAY/MARCH 22
Lynn Patron Retrospective. 2-4 p.m. At

BedHeaders Home, 9895 Georgetown Pike, Great
Falls. Lynn lived and worked part-time in Great
Falls from 1995 through 2018 and much of her
work reflects the local environment. She was an
accomplished ‘modernist’ painter and sculptress
having developed a very particular personal style
focused on color and form. They will be
exhibiting original oil paintings and Lynn’s giclée
prints, both large and small scale works.

Calendar

“Charlie & The Chocolate Factory”
The Traveling Players Studio will present ”Charlie & The Chocolate
Factory” in Tysons Corner Center March 21-22.

MARCH 21-22
“Charlie & The Chocolate Factory.” Saturday, at 3 p.m.; Sunday at 3 p.m.
At the Traveling Players Studio at Tysons Corner Center on the first floor next to Lord & Taylor. Presented

by the Traveling Players Ensemble. “Charlie & The Chocolate Factory” centers on Charlie Bucket, a
young boy who loves chocolate. Mr. Willy Wonka, the most wondrous inventor in the world, is opening
the gates of his amazing chocolate factory to five lucky children with golden tickets. And Charlie got the
last golden ticket! But what he finds inside the factory is beyond even his wildest dreams. The 45-
minute performance is a professionally directed and designed show with elementary and middle school
actors who participated in Traveling Players winter classes. Tickets are $5 for children (5 and under),
$10 for adults. Group rates are available. For more information, visit www.travelingplayers.org or email
outreach@travelingplayers.org.

Peeps Diorama Contest
A Peeps Diorama Contest will be held at the Great Falls Library.

ONGOING
Peeps Diorama Contest. At Great Falls Library, 9830 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. The contest is

designed around a book, scene or theme from literature. Entries must be submitted in a standard
shoebox, using only Peeps as characters (for examples, Google “Peep Diorama”) and turned in with an
entry form to the Great Falls Library between April 13-18. Entry is free, and each entrant will receive a
coupon for a free book at the Great Falls Library Book Sale. The three prize categories are age 11 and
under, ages 12-17, and over 18. The rules are few: no food other than Peeps in the entry, which must be
appropriate for public viewing, centered on a literary theme, using Peep figures only, in a standard
shoebox, with entry form required. The community will vote on the winners while they are on display in
the Library April 20-May 6. Winners will be announced at the Book Sale at noon on May 9.
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By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

F
rom school closures to travel bans, the rapid
spread of coronavirus has led to a time of un-
precedented uncertainty. Feelings of anxiety

and fear are rampant, particularly in children, say
educators. Helping them feel grounded and having
open and honest conversations can soothe feelings
of angst.

“Stick to routines and schedules when possible,”
said Karen Kunz, Middle School Counselor at St.
Stephen’s & St. Agnes School. “Children thrive with
clear structure and schedules. Even with school clo-
sures, start to imagine what a schedule might look
like at home.”

A child’s age will affect the approach that a parent
might take. “Keep in mind, depending on their de-
velopmental level, children will comprehend and be
concerned about different things regarding the
coronavirus,” said Linda McKenna Gulyn, Ph.D., pro-
fessor of psychology at Marymount University.

Those who are of kindergarten age or younger
might feel an unrealistic fear of the virus because of
the ego-centrism and magical thinking which are
common for that age group, says Gulyn.

“School-aged children probably have a concrete
understanding of how this virus is transmitted and
understand well the importance of washing their
hands,” said Gulyn. “Their frustration will come from
refraining from favorite activities such as sports or
music events, school, or socializing in groups of kids.”

Assuring children that there will be a return to
normalcy soon and answering their questions hon-
estly, logically and respectfully is
the approach Gulyn suggests.

“Teenagers understand the ba-
sics of the virus, but they could get
caught up with myths associated
with coronavirus, especially be-
cause there is a lot of true and false
information online,” she said. “I’ve
observed that in my own teenage
sons. Monitor and discuss what
they are hearing and help them
learn to distinguish fact from fic-
tion about corona.”

For this age group, living with a
heightened level of uncertainty
can evoke strong emotions. “Teens
will be very frustrated and an-
noyed by restrictions placed on group activities that
they love, especially those that involve time with
peers,” said Gulyn. “Be sympathetic to your teen
about those frustrations.”

“For older children, monitor the amount of social
media and internet access they are consuming,”
added Kunz. “Social media sites can easily aggra-
vate and heighten anxiety and worry by sharing mis-
information.”

While information about the virus is moving rap-
idly and details are evolving, maintaining a sense of
normalcy can be challenging. “Stay calm and carry
on, said Susan DeLaurentis, Director of Counseling
and the Lower School Counselor at St. Stephen’s &
St. Agnes School. “Modeling calm and reasoned re-
actions to stressful events help children manage their
own anxiety. They look to parents and other adults

to see their verbal and non-verbal reactions, and will
often follow suit.”

“School nurses, school counselors, school psycholo-
gists, and school social workers can support these
discussions and follow up with students who may
need additional support,” added Lucy H. Caldwell,
director of news and Information, Fairfax County
Public Schools (FCPS). “In addition to talking with
children about the importance of washing hands, cov-

ering coughs and sneezes.”
When discussing COVID-19,

stick to basic facts in a develop-
mentally appropriate fashion, ad-
vises DeLaurentis. “Reassure your
children that we are doing exactly
what we should do right now,” she
said. “Also, using the fact that chil-
dren don’t seem to be as affected
by the virus is a fact that can be
reassuring to children.”

“As a parent or caregiver, your
first concern is about how to pro-
tect and take care of your children
and family, added Kurt Larrick, As-
sistant Director of the Arlington
County Department of Human

Services “Some basic knowledge is a great place to
start.” It can be comforting to highlight the actions
that children can take to protect themselves, sug-
gests DeLaurentis. “Emphasize what children can
control in the situations they are in,” she said. “They
can wash their hands, and even turning that into a
game or a competition for younger students can help
them find some joy in a stressful situation.”

Find a balance between staying informed and in-
formation overload and monitor the amount of time
children are exposed to news about COVID-19, says
DeLaurentis.

“Younger children often cannot comprehend the
information they hear on the news,” she said. “They
may misunderstand or misinterpret the news they
hear, and often this misinformation can lead to more
fear and anxiety.”

Talking to Children about Coronavirus
Sharing developmentally
appropriate information
can ease fears.

Turning hand washing and the use of
hand sanitizer into a game or a compe-
tition for younger students can help
them find joy in a stressful situation,
says Susan DeLaurentis of St. Stephen’s
& St. Agnes School.

“Social media sites
can easily aggravate
and heighten
anxiety and worry
by sharing
misinformation.”
— Karen Kunz, Middle School
Counselor, St. Stephen’s & St.

Agnes School
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News

J
effrey C. McKay, Chairman, Board of Su-
pervisors Fairfax County, has issued the fol-
lowing update to the Fairfax County Com-
munity on Monday, March 16, 2020:

“Today I had the opportunity to stop by the Health
Department to see the excellent work of our response
teams answering the questions of residents. In the
last week, 17,000 people signed up for the County’s
text notifications and separately, the call center re-
ceived 265 calls this morning.

Local Declaration of
Emergency

What are you doing? (At 10 a.m. Tuesday) the
Board is holding an emergency session to consider
making a local Declaration of Emergency.

What does this do? This does two things prima-
rily: 1. This declaration streamlines and expedites
Fairfax County Government’s access to emergency
disaster funding and 2. It allows the County to use
its authority to procure goods to address the emer-
gency.

How can I watch? The online live stream, on TV
on Cox channel 1016 or Verizon/Comcast channel
16, listen by dialing 703-324-7700, or view follow-
ing the meeting on demand.

Information on
Fairfax County Services

The Health Department has a number of resources on
COVID-19:

❖ Visit the County site on COVID-19, Health Department
Website, see their FAQs, and tips for social distancing.

❖ Sign up for text message alerts: text FFXCOVID to
888777

❖ Call the Health Department from 9:30 a.m. to 9 p.m.
weekdays and 9:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on weekends. 703-267-
3511

❖ Email: ffxcovid@fairfaxcounty.gov. This account will be
staffed Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m.

If you have further questions or are in need of services,
below are some good references:

Neighborhood and Community Services provides access
and referrals to both government and community-based re-
sources for assistance with, but not limited to: food, shelter,
employment, financial assistance, and healthcare.

❖ Call: 703-222-0880, TTY 711; Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. –
4:30 p..m

Community-based resources for food assistance and dona-
tions can again be found here.

For small businesses in need of relief, we have created a
web page that we will continue to update with guidance.

Mass Gatherings and Community Events:
❖ Fairfax County now recommends cancelling public events

with 50 or more people, per the CDC.
❖ All public events in Virginia with 100 or more people

have been cancelled by Governor Northam.
❖ For events of any size (public or private), organizers and

participants each have a responsibility to reduce the chance
of disease transmission.

❖ Persons considering attending any event, regardless of
the number of people attending should consider the risks and
benefits in deciding to attend. In particular, those who are at
high-risk of severe disease if they become infected – persons
who are older than 60 years old, have chronic illness, have a
compromised immune system, are pregnant - should know the
status of COVID-19 in the community and not attend the event
if local infection is widespread.

Here are County guidelines for those planning an event.
Fairfax County Government
All County agencies have been directed to identify core

functions that we must continue to carry out. We are shifting
resources to those essential functions, as needed.

We strongly encourage residents to conduct County busi-
ness online if possible.

Taxes
❖ The deadline for seniors and people with disabilities to

apply for tax relief has been postponed to June 1.
The following programs have been extended:
❖ Real Estate Tax Relief for the elderly (65+)
❖ Tax Relief for People with disabilities
❖ Personal Property or “Car Tax” Relief
Fairfax County Parks, Libraries, and Community Facilities
❖ Fairfax County parks (indoor), libraries, and community

facilities are closed for two weeks.
❖ This includes: recreation, nature, community, resource

and teen centers, golf courses, historic sites, athletic fields,
and picnic shelters.

Senior Centers and Adult Day Health Care Centers
❖ All Fairfax County Senior Centers and Adult Day Health

Care Centers are closed until further notice.
❖ Fairfax County is providing meal delivery services to reg-

istered participants who wish to obtain them.
Utilities
We have reached out to area utility companies to assure

that they are working to protect those at risk of utility discon-
nection. We have received confirmations from:

❖ Verizon, Comcast, and Cox, have pledged to keep cus-
tomers connected for the next 60 days and not terminate
services to any residential customer or small business that are
unable to pay their bills. Read more.

· Dominion Energy suspended disconnections. Read more.
· Washington Gas will be waiving late fees and suspending

disconnections. Read more.
Fairfax Connector Bus
❖ There have been no changes to Fairfax Connector ser-

vices, however cleaning protocols have been reviewed and
updated.

❖ Increased vehicle cleaning cycles are occurring with a
special focus on bus interiors and critical touchpoints. These
cleanings incorporate disinfection procedures indicated to be
effective against COVID-19.

Metro
Metro is reducing service:
METRORAIL service:
❖ Monday-Friday: Trains will operate every 12 minutes on

each line throughout the day. The rail system will maintain
normal hours, opening at 5 a.m.

❖ Saturday: Trains will operate every 12 minutes on each
line, with service from 7 a.m. until 1 a.m. (normal Saturday
service).

❖ Sunday: Trains will operate every 15 minutes on each
line, with service from 8 a.m. until 11 p.m. (normal Sunday
service).

METROBUS service:
❖ On weekdays, bus service will operate on a Saturday

supplemental schedule.
❖ Weekend bus schedules are unchanged.
❖ WMATA also asks that customers do not use Metro to go

to healthcare appointments if you are showing signs of illness.
Other changes:
❖ Fairfax County has cancelled the secure document shred-

ding event for Saturday, March 21, at the Gerry Hyland
Government Center. It will be rescheduled at a later date.

❖ The Supreme Court of Virginia has declared a judicial
emergency. All non-essential state court proceedings are sus-
pended effective March 16 to April 6, 2020.

Finally, we received questions about how to detect
coronavirus in its early stages. According to the CDC the fol-
lowing symptoms may appear 2-14 days after exposure:•
Cough• Fever• Shortness of breathAs we have more informa-
tion to share, my office and Fairfax County Government will
continue to update residents.Thank you for your support and
patience as we work to manage this challenging, complex, and
rapidly evolving situation. Jeffrey C. McKayChairman, Board
of Supervisors

Releases & Alerts, as of
March 16, 2020.

Fairfax County Updates on COVID-19

Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection

Jeff McKay, Chairman, Board of Supervi-
sors
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

In a peculiar way, my cancer treatment and 
all has sort of gotten lost in the coronavirus talk. 
With so many changes to our regular lifestyle 
occurring on a daily basis, it feels as if nothing 
else matters. Granted, one’s health is the most 
important consideration, but now the talk is 
about everybody’s health. Nevertheless, how do 
I throw caution to the wind and interact with my 
environment when doing so might endanger the 
very stability I’ve worked over 11 years to main-
tain? I mean, I have to live my life, but will there 
be a cost to do so? I realize that the good of the 
many outweigh the good of the few but Spock 
was speaking from outer space. How do I, while 
in and out of treatment down here on Earth not 
worry about myself?

I realize life will go on for almost all of us, 
but will there be consequences for those unable 
to secure proper care? Will decisions be made 
about allocating resources because demand has 
far outstripped supply? How does life for cancer 

paradigm where so many people might need 
some kind of medical care? Will there even be 
enough health care professionals to administer 
the kind of life-sustaining treatment many of 
us seriously-diagnosed patients have come to 
expect and need?

Unfortunately, only time will tell, and there 
may very well be little of it in the interim, during 
which we can anticipate and plan accordingly. 
So many decisions will likely be made by the 
powers that be that might not exactly consider 
my set of cancer circumstances. In a way, I might 
be collateral damage. There simply might not be 
enough room and medicine and staff and all to 
accommodate my needs. It’s nothing personal. 
It’s just business, or rather the lack thereof. With 
so much of the world’s population affected while 
going about their usual and customary routine, 
who, what, where and how will there be any 
prioritization? Moreover, what about people who 
are already sick and challenged by a weak-
ened immune system (like yours truly), will the 
competition from newly diagnosed coronavirus 
patients overwhelm our health care system?

I can’t assume that life will go on as it always 
has. That would seem to be incredibly naive. I 
need to proactively make the necessary arrange-
ments and/or contingency plans. I can’t presume 
that being a cancer patient will always get me 
through the door. I’d like to think I take priority. 
But it might not be about priority, it might be 
about availability and a dwindling supply not 
able to keep up with demand.

Still, going down this rabbit hole of fear, anxi-
ety and worry doesn’t help either. As I have since 
the date of original diagnosis, back in late Febru-
ary, 2009, I need to make the best of a bad/chal-
lenging situation. I need to roll with the punches 
and be prepared for any eventuality and take the 
good with the bad and vice versa. Normal left 
the building a long time ago for me. The problem 
is that building to which I metaphorically refer 
is the very building where I get my ongoing 
medical treatment. And though I don’t anticipate 
being kept away from that building, the reality is 
that it’s out of my control.

As with anticipating the results of CT scans 
and lab results, all in good time, or bad. I need 
to keep the same positive attitude as I always 
have because though I might be at greater risk 
than many of you regular readers, we are all 
at risk, apparently. As such, if there is indeed 
anything to be gained by so many people being 
so similarly affected, the reality is that there 
are strength in those numbers and even though 
it may feel that right now the whole world 
is upside down, things eventually will right 
themselves. They always do. I just hope I’m still 
smiling when the dust settles.

Feeling Pale 
By ComparisonSubmit civic/community announcements at

ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and
artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at
least two weeks before event.

CORONAVIRUS INFO CENTER
Fairfax County activated a Joint Information Center

in response to the Novel Coronavirus (COVID-
19) on March 13.

❖ Fairfax County Health Department
COVID-19 webpage –
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/health/novel-
coronavirus

❖ Emergency Information Blog (you can
subscribe by email or follow by RSS) –
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/emergency/blog

❖ Coronavirus (COVID-19) Call Center – The
community may call 703-267-3511 with
questions. The call center is open from 9 a.m.
until 9 p.m. weekdays and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
weekends.

❖ Residents may also text FFXCOVID to 888777 to
receive updates from Fairfax County about
COVID-19.

❖ Twitter – @fairfaxcounty and @fairfaxhealth
❖ Facebook – www.facebook.com/fairfaxcounty

and www.facebook.com/fairfaxcountyhealth

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 25
Fill Us In Public Hearing. 7:30 p.m. At McLean

Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. The McLean Community Center is
asking residents of Small District 1A-Dranesville,
who pay a real estate tax surcharge to support
the center, to “Fill Us In” on what kinds of new
programs and services they would like to see
offered and/or improved upon in the planning
for FY2022 fiscal year. MCC is holding a Public
Hearing on FY 2022 Programs. The hearing is
the first step in planning for the FY2022 budget
cycle, which begins July 1, 2021 and ends June
30, 2022. MCC’s divisions include the Robert
Ames Alden Theatre and The Old Firehouse
Center. New this year, residents can participate
in the meeting remotely using GoToWebinar, an
online video conferencing app. Residents can
access the meeting on their computer, tablet or
smartphone, at tinyurl.com/mcc-programs-2022,
then sign in with the webinar ID: 324-478-547.
Call the Center at 703-790-0123, TTY: 711, or
visit: www.mcleancenterorg.

Pregnancy, Birth, and Your Back. 6-7 p.m. At
Vienna Community Center, 120 Cherry Street,
Vienna. Presented by Dr. Charles Masarsky of
Vienna Chiropractic. Back pain is common
during and after pregnancy. This free one-hour
presentation will explain the most common
origin of back pain post-partum as well as
during pregnancy. Practices to alleviate your
pain will be discussed and demonstrated. To
register, contact Kathy Blevins, Vienna
Community Center, 703-255-7801 or
KBlevins@viennava.gov.

TUESDAY/MARCH 31
GFES Kindergarten Orientation. 9:15 to 10:15

a.m. At Great Falls Elementary School, 701
Walker Road, Great Falls. Children who are age
5 by September 30, 2020 are eligible to enter
kindergarten for the 2020-2021 school year. To
confirm Great Falls Elementary School serves
your particular address, visit the FCPS website,
click on the boundary link, and type in your
address. Parents and eligible children are invited
to an overview of the Great Falls Elementary
School kindergarten program. Rising
kindergarten students will meet our
kindergarten teachers in the classroom for a
special welcome and activities. Parents will meet
in the cafeteria to receive an overview of the
kindergarten program, including curriculum and
the daily schedule. This is an excellent
opportunity for parents unsure of whether or
not their child is ready for kindergarten to come,
listen, and make an informed decision.
Registration packets are available online
www.fcps.edu

SUPPORT GROUPS
Parent Support Partners, a service of the

Healthy Minds Fairfax initiative, are all parents
who have received training and are qualified to
offer education, support and assistance at no
cost to families or caregivers. They provide
reliable information that families can use in
decision-making and are familiar with services
and resources that can help families in distress.
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
healthymindsfairfax or www.nami-
northernvirginia.org/parent-peer-support.html.

Bulletin
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News

By Michael Lee Pope

The Connection

W
hen Democrats won both
chambers of the General
Assembly in November,
hopes were high that the

new majorities in the House and Senate
would move forward with a progressive
agenda that had been rejected when Repub-
licans were in power. Labor groups were
particularly excited about the prospect of
passing a $15 minimum wage, collective
bargaining for public employees and a re-
quirement that all employers offer five paid
sick days. But the General Assembly session
ended this week without fully accomplish-
ing these goals.

Standing in the way: a trio of conserva-
tive Democratic senators from Fairfax
County.

Majority Leader Dick Saslaw (D-35) who
blocked collective bargaining for state work-
ers. Sen. Dave Marsden (D-37) blocked a
$15 minimum wage by 2025. And Sen.
Chap Petersen (D-35) blocked guaranteed
paid sick days. Saslaw, Marsden and
Petersen are some of the most senior Demo-
crats in the Senate, and their approach to
labor issues offers a stark contrast with the
approach taken by the more progressive and
younger members of the House of Del-
egates.

“In many ways, I think we’re talking about
a generational change,” said Stephen
Farnsworth, political science professor at
the University of Mary Washington. “If
you’re looking at the vision of what a Demo-
crat was in the days of Mark Warner, and
you’re looking at the vision of what a Demo-
crat is today, you see significant changes and
significant differences.”

Saslaw was first elected to the House in
1975 then was elected to the Senate in
1979. He is the longest serving senator in
the chamber, and he’s already announced
that he does not plan to run for reelection
in 2023. Petersen was first elected to the
House in 2001 then was elected to the Sen-
ate in 2007. He is the eighth longest serv-
ing Democrat in the Senate. Marsden was
elected to the Senate in 2009. He is the
tenth longest Democrat in the Senate.

“The three of them, although from the
political party and region of Virginia from
which much of the populist energy has come
in recent times, are also from an earlier era
of Virginia Democratic Party politics when
Virginia Democrats were by and large more
business friendly,” said Quentin Kidd, po-
litical science professor at Christopher New-
port University. “We not only have partisan
differences on things like collective bargain-
ing and minimum wage, but we also have
generational differences within the Demo-
cratic Party itself.”

RAISING THE MINIMUM WAGE was
one of the major agenda items for Demo-
crats when they arrived in Richmond for
the opening of the General Assembly ses-
sion in January. When the bill was consid-

ered in the Senate Com-
merce and Labor Com-
mittee, Marsden unsuc-
cessfully tried to create a
regional variation. When
the bill made its way to
the Senate floor, Marsden
held out for regional
variation, and enough
conservative Democrats
joined him that the bill
was only able to pass by delaying $15 an
hour until 2023 in Hampton Roads.

“I just want to slow this down a bit and
give the business community an opportu-
nity to adjust,” said Marsden. “I’m very con-
cerned this will have a huge impact on the
state budget, and it’ll have a huge impact
on Virginia’s economy.”

The House held out for $15 an hour across
Virginia, although the Senate version re-
tained that regional variation. That sent the
bill into a secret closed-door conference
committee, where lawmakers hashed out a
deal shielded from public view. They
emerged with a plan that would raise the
minimum wage to $12 an hour by 2023
then pause to study how a regional mini-
mum wage might work. It also carved out
exemptions for young people and
farmworkers.

“Virginians across the Commonwealth
work hard and deserve a raise,” said Anna
Scholl, executive director of Progress Vir-
ginia. “We will keep working to make sure
that all families in our communities, regard-
less of what kind of work they do, make
$15 an hour and have the ability to raise
their families with dignity.”

COLLECTIVE BARGAINING for public
employees was another top-tier issue for
Democrats as they arrived in Richmond this
year for the General Assembly session. Vir-
ginia is one of only three states that pro-
hibits public service workers the right to
negotiate together for fair wages and safe
working conditions. Del. Elizabeth Guzman
(D-31) passed a bill out of the House that
allowed collective bargaining for local gov-
ernment employees and state employees.

Her bill also gave workers the ability to
decide to unionize rather than the leaders
of the local government.

“My bill will empower workers like teach-
ers, firefighters, social workers, police of-
ficers to have a seat at the table during the
decision making process,” said Guzman.
“And it is my belief that if we are going to
take care of a group of public employees,
we have to take care of all of them, and
that include state employees. They also
deserve to have a voice at the table and
advocate for better resources, better equip-
ment and better salaries.”

Across the hall in the Senate, Saslaw was
working on a much more conservative ap-
proach. His bill allowed collective bargain-
ing for employees of local governments but
not state workers. His bill also took the de-
cision to unionize out of the hands of work-
ers and put it instead into the hands of the
local government leaders. If members of a
county board of supervisors decide they
don’t want to deal with a union, they’ll be
able to block their workers from collective
bargaining under Saslaw’s version of the
bill. When asked by a reporter what’s wrong
with allowing state workers to unionize,
Saslaw said it wasn’t going to happen.

“We don’t have the votes,” he said, duck-
ing into a closed-door caucus meeting.
“There’s nothing more to say. We don’t have
the votes.”

Part of the reason the Senate didn’t have
the votes was that Saslaw didn’t support it,
which is why it ended in a closed-door con-
ference committee where a final version of
the bill was crafted in secret. Saslaw’s ver-
sion of the bill is what emerged from that
secret process, and that’s the version now

on the governor’s desk.

PAID SICK DAYS have
suddenly become a major
political issue because of
the coronavirus. But even
as lawmakers arrived in
Richmond earlier this
year, many progressive
Democrats were hopeful
about a bill that would

have required employers offer five paid sick
days. The Virginia Interfaith Center for Pub-
lic Policy initially wanted this to apply to
businesses that had five employees or more.
Gov. Ralph Northam suggested that the
mandate should apply to businesses that
have 25 employees or more, a threshold
advocates worried would exempt 90 per-
cent of businesses in Virginia.

“Employers who are employing 25 indi-
viduals or more are already offering five
paid sick days to their employees,” said Sen.
Barbara Favola (D-31). “So we’re perplexed
because we don’t believe that many employ-
ers would be affected by the governor’s bill.”

Lawmakers started by compromising at
mandating five paid sick days for businesses
that have 15 employees or more. Northam
declined to answer questions about whether
he would amend the bill to exclude 90 per-
cent of businesses in Virginia. But he never
got the chance. In the closing hours of the
General Assembly session, Petersen killed
the bill by making a case on the Senate floor
that part-time workers didn’t deserve paid
sick days.

“So once they have vested, and once they
have accumulated the 30 hours and they
work for me eight hours a week and the
other 160 hours are their free time and they
need to take a child to the doctors office or
what have you, they can use the eight hours
they’re working for me to run that errand
as opposed to the 160 hours they have of
their own free time,” said Petersen.

The bill died in an unrecorded vote to
delay the bill, which had the effect of kill-
ing the bill for the year because lawmakers
were on the verge of closing the session and
leaving town.

Generational Divide
Trio of senior conservative Democratic
senators from Fairfax undermines
parts of progressive agenda.

Sen. Dick Saslaw (D-35)Sen. Dave Marsden (D-37) Sen. Chap Petersen (D-35)

“We not only have partisan differences on
things like collective bargaining and minimum
wage, but we also have generational
differences within the Democratic Party itself.”

— Quintin Kidd, political science professor at
Christopher Newport University


