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Mirabel makes large and 
small masks at Trade 
Roots on Washington 
Boulevard in Arlington.
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News

By Shirley Ruhe
Arlington Connection

A number of Arlington 
non-profits cancelled their 
major spring fundraisers 

due the pandemic. Instead of can-
celling their 12th annual fundrais-
er, Offender Aid and Restoration 
(OAR) of Arlington, Alexandria 
and Falls Church decided to hold 
their annual Second Chance break-
fast online.  

Dr. Kathy Dwyer, Chair of the 
OAR Board and pastor of Rock 
Spring United Church of Christ, 
says it was challenging. They made 
the decision to go ahead less than 
two weeks before the April 2 event. 
She said OAR didn’t have any au-
dio-visual people on the OAR staff. 
Elizabeth Jones Valderrama, Exec-
utive Director of OAR, says it was a 
stressful experience. “But we were 
lucky to have a great team, and 
volunteers jumped in.” She adds 
that they did a dry run the day be-
fore and found some glitches.

Jones Valderrama, says they de-
cided to go ahead because, “We 
know this brings joy to people who 
attend and we wanted to be able 
to do that in these unprecedented 
times.” In addition, she explained 
the program participants are real-
ly struggling and needing the OAR 
services, and this is the biggest 
fundraiser by far each year. “We 
get calls every day for help with 
food, rent and other necessities.” 
And they were already $30,000 
over budget.

Dwyer said they tried to follow 
the same format as in previous 
in-person fundraisers where they  
shared the creative and inspiring 
stories of OAR participants who 
had experienced incarceration.  
Jones Valderrama, did a live wel-
come to the breakfast from her 
home, then incorporated a cou-
ple of prerecorded small videos of 
OAR stories. Dwyer did the ask for 
support at the end. They incorpo-
rated a couple of polls where peo-
ple could participate by answering 
questions, first with fun things like 
“is your pet watching with you,” 
and then on to more serious ques-
tions about racial justice. The an-
swers were immediately tabulated.  
This all got combined into the pro-
gram.

Dwyer says last year’s breakfast 
at the Crystal Gateway Marriott 
in Arlington had 600 attendees 
and raised $110,000 while this 

OAR 12th 
Spring 
Fundraiser 
Held Online

See Fundraiser, Page 7
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See Managing, Page 5

By Eden Brown
Arlington Connection

H
ow do you keep people out of jail 
during a pandemic? On March 
27th, Parisa Deghani-Tafti tweet-
ed, “We've been working on that 

in Arlington!" She was referring to Governor 
Northam’s encouragement to police to avoid 
arrests and imprisonment, when possible, 
to cut down on the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic.

On April 10, Deghani-Tafti said, “We 
started in early March talking to stakehold-
ers, public defenders, the Arlington County 
Sheriff and the police. We could imagine 
jails were going to be a lot like cruise ships, 
only they are cruise ships you can’t just off-
load, and they are “cruise ships times 1,000” 
because corrections officers leave a jail to go 
back in the community. We knew from the 
sheriff that if we thinned down the prisoner 
population we could space people out more 
[in the jail]. Their medical staff wouldn't 
be overwhelmed. We went at it in different 
ways: we told police to issue a summons 
whenever they could. Police were asked not 
even to book people at jail. We spoke to the 
magistrates and talked about releasing as 
many prisoners as possible.”

Deghani-Tafti had already started efforts 
to reduce the jail population as early as Jan-
uary. 

“Since early March we have asked the 
Sheriff for lists, looking at anyone who 
could be released, because they were either 
on pre-trial detention or there for probation 
violations. The public defender has been 
great,” she said. “We did a lot of reconsid-

eration of bond amounts. We haven't agreed 
on every case, but many. Those cash bonds 
were set over our objections.” 

Desghani-Tafti was elected on a platform 
that included eliminating some cash bond 
requirements, which she views as discrimi-
nating against the poor.  

“We have not had a single positive case 
of COVID-19 in our jail, as a result of our 
efforts,” keeping the numbers of prisoners as 
low as possible.

“We have done the same thing with our 

juvenile detention center. We had nine kids 
in there, and we identified two we could get 
out. The others we could not release because 
they were either charged with serious vio-
lent crimes or the state of their families was 
such that there was no place for them to go. 
Sometimes families are not willing to bring 
the kids back home, and sometimes it’s a 
combination of those two things.”

“If we can say it's okay to release the peo-
ple we have let go during COVID-19 then 

why are we incarcerating them in the first 
place, using the most blunt of tools at our 
disposal?”  

Deghani-Tafti made it clear there are red-
lines. “In some cases we have asked for peo-
ple to be held.”

“We are going on a case by case basis,“ she 
said. Inmates who are on pre-trial detention 
in violent cases are not being considered for 
release. But the others can be monitored on 
personal recognizance or pre-trial supervi-
sion. Cases can be heard over phone calls 
versus in-person appearances, to maintain 
social distancing requirements.

Deghani-Tafti said one of the big reasons 
the number of COVD-19 cases in facilities 
in Arlington and Falls Church is still zero 
is because they stopped extraditing people 
from D.C. and nearby states. “That definitely 
helped. We didn’t want to expose the depu-
ties to that threat.” Deghani-Tafti said that 
crimes such as distribution of very serious 
drugs will require extradition. Possession 
does not meet the threshold, but distribu-
tion does.  

Deghani-Tafti said police are monitoring 
social distancing and occasionally have to 
remind people they weren’t following the 
stay at home guidelines. They are getting 
calls about people gathering in parks, or 
having parties, but Deghani-Tafti has asked 
police not to engage too closely either, for 
their own protection. It’s a tough position 
for police to be in — they are out there doing 
their job, but being told to do it differently. 

Commonwealth Attorney’s Pandemic Priorities
Foresight helps keep pandemic at bay in local detention centers.

Parisa Dehghani-Tafti, Commonwealth’s Attorney for Arlington County and 
the City of Falls Church, talking to  Arlington residents during a conference 
on restorative justice and mental health in January 2020. 

By Joan Brady

In my neighborhood, most people walk 
the streets without masks. And there 
has been much discussion in my own 

household about the use of masks. We 
live in an apartment building. I think we 
should be wearing masks in the hall, ele-
vator and lobby.

For long walks though, I find it hard to 
breathe with a mask on. So, Saturday, as 
I walked the streets, my face was bare to 
the warm spring sun. And for a few mo-
ments, looking up at the sky, it was like 
any other lovely spring day.

Just after passing the corner of Wilson 
and Veitch a man called out to me and 
it was back to our new reality. I glanced 
over, doing my new kind of quick risk as-
sessment; homeless man/virus risk. With 

every person on the street now viewed with 
suspicion, I flashed on what it must like to 
be homeless right now. I moved closer, eye-
balling my six feet of social distance.

He looked squarely at me, perhaps the 
only person to have done so on my 3 mile 
walk. Haltingly, he started to speak, not 
making much sense at first. Until finally, 
“I’m having a time right now,” he told me, 
his bright blue/green eyes welling up with 
tears. “I served 8 years in the Marines. But 
no one cares about that now.”  

I thanked him for his service and asked if 
things were worse as a result of the virus. 
He continued, following his own thoughts. 
“I played in a band. 

I was famous.” I believe he said as a drum-
mer, but he might have said trumpeter. Six 
feet turns out to be a lot of distance to hear 
clearly in the wind.

He told me his name was Will and I 
introduced myself as well. What he real-
ly seemed to need was a hug. Instead, I 
asked if I could get him something to eat 
and/or drink. He gestured to a Giant bag 
with a prepared meal and pulled a wad of 
cash out of his pocket to show me. Noth-
ing more was needed.

Our chat was briefly interrupted by a 
couple who reached toward Will, handing 
him some money and wishing him good 
luck. He accepted the money and thanked 
them as they hurried on.

“You see,” he told me, tears spilling 
over “I have money… But money isn’t 
everything… Sometimes you need con-
versation.” 

What He Really Seemed to Need Was a Hug
Six feet turns out to be a lot of distance to hear clearly in the wind.
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Slice of Life

Will Photo by 
Joan Brady
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News

By Shirley Ruhe
Arlington Connection

I
n early April the Center for Disease Con-
trol urged Americans to wear face cover-
ings in public settings. On April 7 Libby 
Garvey, Chair of the Arlington County 

Board, reinforced this directive. But she 
went a step further by demonstrating online 
how to fold a red, white and blue bandana 
into a face mask with ribbons to fit over the 
ears for those who she says, “like me, can’t 
sew.”

Arlingtonians have stepped up and face 
masks with stars, flowers, stripes and even 
plain white are found on faces walking 
down sidewalks, delivering packages, re-
pairing streets and shopping for groceries.

Customers kept coming in to Arlington 
Cleaners on Harrison Street asking if their 
seamstress would make face masks that they 
could wear when out in public places for 
protection from the coronavirus. Jung Chou, 
the owner of the business, said, “I wasn’t 
sure we could make that much in a day.”

But they kept thinking and talking to their 
seamstress, Mrs. So, and they came up with 
an idea. Now Mrs. So makes a maximum 
of 80 a day in her home. Chou says in the 
last three days they have had orders for 300 
masks. “We try to fill orders within three 
days, but it may be a little longer because 
we have so many orders.” Customers order 
them, and then come in when they are ready 
to pick them up and pay for them.

Chou says it is hard to buy fabric. So stood 
in line for two hours at JoAnn’s Fabric to 
buy the washable cotton she uses to sew the 
masks. Then she makes a pocket for inser-
tion of a coffee filter. The men’s masks are a 
darker fabric, and the women’s have flowers 
or whatever fabric she is able to get. “I never 
know until I see them. I’m going to pick up 
some now.” Chou says So only makes men’s 
and women’s masks, not for children.

Arlington Arts has organized a volunteer 
effort in the community to make face masks. 
Joan Lynch, Director of Arts Enterprises for 
Arlington Cultural Affairs, said by April 7 
they had over 100 responses from the com-
munity.  She sent an email to the volunteers. 
“We are in the process of making bundles 
with fabric, patterns, elastic, ribbon and 
thread. We have a very small staff of volun-
teers so it has taken us some time to pull 
together all of your emails.”

Lynch says they passed out 30 bundles on 

Who Is That Masked Man? Arlingtonians respond to 
recommendation to wear PPE

Friday, April 10 to volunteers who are al-
ready skilled stitchers. They had been work-
ing on this project for three weeks, and the 
outpouring of interest was great.  Lynch said 
they are working in conjunction with the 
Arlington Department of Human Resourc-
es who decide  how to distribute the masks 
with the first batch going to Arlington Food 
Assistance Center. 

“We sent 112 [kits] today and 75 last 
week.” Each person received materials to 
make 24 masks with a return date of April 

20.
Mary Finger, a stitching volunteer, says 

she first started looking into making face 
masks several weeks ago and made masks 
for her family from a pattern online. She 
couldn’t find elastic so ordered some online. 
“Now I have 50 yards of elastic.” When she 
discovered Arlington Arts was sponsoring a 
drive to make non-medical masks for groups 
like A-SPAN and AFAC she decided to join 
the effort. “We’re all stuck in our houses 
with nothing to do, and I wanted to help.” 

Finger donated her elastic to the volunteer 
effort but when she unwrapped her own kit 
she discovered it had material, thread and 
bias binding but no elastic.

Danielle Rampton, Volunteer Coordinator 
at AFAC says they ordered masks from Ar-
lington Arts because in a typical week “we 
see about 100 volunteers. Most come with 
their own mask but we want to be able to 
offer them to everyone. We would welcome 
any and all mask donations.” Rampton says 
they probably have 500 on hand now.

Lisa Ostroff sent out her weekly news-
letter to her Trade Roots customers telling 
them about a recent customer plan to send 
84 tissue wrapped presents to shelters to 
support the families and at the same time to 
help keep her business going. In highlighted 
box she explained  “Need a mask? Mirabel 
is busy making them,” and they are free for 
pick up or delivery. Ostroff says they have 
made 25 multi-colored masks to date and 
they are free to people who need them or 
some customers want to make a contribu-
tion to keep her business going.

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork wel-
come. Deadline is Thursday at noon, 
at least two weeks before event.
WEAR FACE COVERINGS
Arlington County is encouraging 

all Arlingtonians to wear cloth 
face coverings when in public 
settings where other social dis-
tancing measures are difficult 
to maintain.

This directive is in accordance 
with a new recommendation 

from the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC), which 
encourages the cloth face coverings 
in public (e.g. grocery stores and 
pharmacies). To be clear, this is 
not meant as a replacement to 
staying at home, handwashing or 
maintaining six feet of distance – 
those remain the cornerstones in 
the effort to slow the spread of the 
coronavirus.

RESIDENTS ASKED 
TO REDUCE WASTE
Arlington County, along with the City 

of Alexandria and Fairfax County, 
are asking residents to reduce the 
waste they discard, in order to help 
protect collection crews. As resi-
dents heed the call to stay home, 
an increase of up to 40 percent 
in residential trash tonnage since 
mid-March has placed strain on re-
gional waste management systems. 
Refuse and recycling collection 
are vital to the region’s health and 
safety, and localities are committed 
to providing this essential service. 
Every morning, collection crews 

report to work while facing the 
same life challenges as the rest of 
the community.

To help ensure crew health and 
safety, as well as daily completion 
of routes, residents are asked to 
follow these guidelines:

Dispose of used wipes, tissues and 
paper towels in trash bags that are 
tied shut.

Minimize setting extra bags outside 
the cart.

Refrain from generating large amounts 
of waste – Keep your spring 

cleaning pile in the basement, 
attic or garage until normal 
operations resume. (Bulk item 
pickup is suspended.)

Flatten cardboard boxes to create 
more room in recycling carts.

Consider backyard composting or 
grasscycling lawn clippings.

OPEN DOOR MONDAYS
Arlington County Board Chair 

Libby Garvey announced that 
the Board this week will begin 

Bulletin Board

See Bulletin, Page 7

Two students shopping together but with appropriate social distancing.

Grocery store clerk joins the front 
line workers

Photo Contributed

Mrs. So sews 80 face masks a day for 
Arlington Cleaners.

P
h
o

to
s by S

h
ir

ley R
u
h

e/A
r
lin

g
to

n
 C

o
n

n
ec

tio
nAssistant Supervisor at Safeway 

directing customers to the new one-
way aisles.
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air       
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

News

By Shirley Ruhe
Arlington Connection

A
FAC has issued an urgent request 
to the community to donate much 
needed food for the low-income 
families they serve. Arlington 

Food Assistance Center had been serving 
2,400 families providing 80,000 pounds of 
supplemental food assistance in a normal 
week. That number climbed to 2,885 in 
mid March. Now it has grown even higher 
as a result of the growing number of fam-
ilies now out of work due to the coronavi-
rus pandemic. Forty percent of that food is 
donated from food drives and grocery store 
donations. 

AFAC has asked for contributions of cere-
al, canned vegetables, tuna, tomato prod-
ucts, and soups. Jeremy Huston, Assistant 
Director of Communications at AFAC says, 
“sticking to these categories helps us when 
making uniformed bags for our families.” 
He says the menu is now pre-bagged for the 
families so they can go through lines fast-
er. Families get fresh fruits and vegetables, 
milk, a frozen protein, canned items, pasta, 
rice, beans, peanut butter, and oatmeal. Do-
nations of clean fresh produce are now wel-
come but in a size that will fit in a plastic bag 
and is easily recognizable for families such 
as tomatoes, potatoes, beans and carrots.

Huston says a number of donation sites 

Paulus Faracon, a student at Bishop O’Con-
nell has organized a food drive in his neigh-
borhood through pamphlets, NextDoor, and 
a note on the front door inviting people to 
drop off food supplies. Sacks full of groceries 
are already crowding the house. He says he 
is willing to pick up the donations left on 
your doorstep on Wednesday or Thursday or 
have them dropped up at his house at 6628 
Williamsburg by Friday, April 17 when he 
will deliver the donations to AFAC.

AFAC Sends Plea for Food Donations

Paulus Faracon initiates neighbor-
hood food drive.
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There are 10 Crystal City locations still 
available as well as AFAC warehouse at 
2708 S. Nelson Street, Arlington Church of 
the Brethren at 300 N. Montague Street and 
Fairlington Villages Management Office at 
3001 S. Abingdon Street. The annual food 
budget has gotten a boost from individual 
and corporate donations, foundations and 
Arlington County. 

For further information contact food-
drives@afac.org.

have recently closed due to the closure of 
public facilities but a number of popup food 
drives have been organized by civic associ-
ations and neighborhoods, individuals in 
their own driveways. For instance, last week 
4,508 pounds was col

lected at six community centers and the 
Central library combined. 

From Page 3

Managing Crime
COVID-19 will not derail efforts to engage 
in a restorative justice program for Arling-
ton and Falls Church. 

“We are forging ahead in the new nor-
mal,” she said. “We had hoped to have a 
Restorative Justice Day (RJD) at the end 
of May, with interactive groups and simula-
tions and much more. But we aren’t calling 
it off, either, we will just be organizing it dif-
ferently, virtually. We got the team togeth-
er, and we all decided to do a partial RJD 
virtual meeting and then an in-person event 
later. The great advantage of virtual meet-
ings is we can get experts to come to a zoom 
meeting that we could not get otherwise. … 
I am so committed to this that I would move 
heaven and earth, if I had to, to keep the 
momentum going.” 

Deghani-Tafti said she has been amazed 
at how her office team has continued to 
function despite the difficulties of working 
during the pandemic. “Victim witness has 
two people every day. We have a skeleton 
crew coming in on two rotations. About a 
third of the office is in, but we are all wear-
ing masks and social distancing. The way 
everyone has continued to work on the mis-
sion of the office, the commitment they have 
shown, the way they have pulled together 
and dealt with this crisis, despite the fact 
many of them have a much more difficult 
home situation because of the crisis, is just 
amazing. 

I get very moved when I see how selfless 
people are and how committed to the com-
munity they are — our paralegals, attorneys, 
front desk staff. “ 
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Forget Daily 
Commuting
Print and digital media  

sales  consultant for area’s 
most popular and trusted 

local news source

  Manage your own hours from home
​Enjoy​f​exible​schedule​
plus​no​daily​commute

Help​local​businesses​grow
Unique​opportunity​to​be​a​
voice​in​your​community
​Competitive​compensation

Call Jerry Vernon

703-549-0004
Connection Newspapers & Digital  Media

Trusted Connection to Local Communities

Employment

Application Developer (Demeter Analyt-
ics Services, LLC / Arlington, VA) – Help 
build data-driven web & mobile appli-
catn systms; supprt multple ongoing 
projcts & dvlp new custmizd applicatns. 
Reqs Bach in Comp Sci, Electrnics En-
grg, Comp Info Systms, or clsly rltd IT 
field, & 5 yrs exp in job offrd or 5 yrs exp 
as Applicatn Dvlpmnt Sr. Analyst, or in 
similr positn(s). Bkgd in educ, traing or 
exp must incld exprtise in Microsoft.
NET Technologies & Framewrk as well 
as C#.NET; exp workg w/ MS SQL Srvr, 
Postgres, Entity Framewrk, Javascript, 
Angular JS, Docker, Autofac, Automap-
per, AWS EC2, Octopus Deploy, Rab-
bitMQ, NServiceBus, Git, & MS TFS or 
Azure DevOps.  Email resume to Shan-
non.McClung@kochps.com; please ref 
job title in sbjct line.

Employment

AT&T Mobility, LLC is proposing to con-
struct a new telecommunications facility 
located at 1250 S. Hayes Street, Arling-
ton, Arlington County VA, 22202. The new 
facility will consist of a 20-foot steel light 
pole telecommunications tower with an 
overall height of 25 feet. Any interested 
party wishing to submit comments re-
garding the potential effects the proposed 
facility may have on any historic proper-
ty may do so by sending comments to: 
Project 6120002195 - MB EBI Consulting, 
6876 Susquehanna Trail South, York, PA
17403, or via telephone at (617) 909-9035.

Legals

Storage Line of Virginia, LLC (t/a 
APT Storage), Box 767, Haymarket 
VA 20168, pursuant to the asser-
tion of a lien for rental of a storage 
unit, will hold a public auction for 
the sale of all goods in a storage 
unit to take place at 10:30Am on 
Wednesday, Apr 22, 2020 at stor-
age unit 181A, located at Rosslyn 
Heights,1804 N Quinn St, Arling-
ton, VA 22209 to satisfy the lien.  
All terms of the sale are cash.  Call 
800-217-4280 for questions.

Legals

On the Street in Arlington
By Joan Brady

The streets of Arlington have a very 
different feel these days. For the most 
part, eyes no longer meet, if there 

are smiles, they may be hidden beneath a 
mask and even the dogs seem to understand 
a walk means business. At the same time, on 
a sunny spring day, there are seconds when 
you can briefly forget the increasing number 
of positive test results and deaths along with 
them and everything seems normal.
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER GUTTER

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING
Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

Winter Cleanup...

J.E.S. Services

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

Patios & Drainage
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Left, U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly

(D-11) demands attorneys be

granted access to detainees at

Dulles airport Sunday Jan. 29.
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Kimberly Palmer,

author of “Smart

Mom, Rich Mom,”

will share insights

at the Potomac

Library on Satur-

day, Jan. 28.
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Democratic Disunity
News, Page 3

Resistance, the Arlington Way
News, Page 4

Planning for Summer Camp
A+, Page 11

Page 11

A Women’sMarch onWashingtonflyer distrib-uted byArlingtoniansDebra
Stephens(left) andLisa Backerat WestoverMarket. Seestory, page 4.
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Helen Slade of New York’s Cotton Club

brought the audience to its feet with songs

such as “We Shall Overcome” at the Martin

Luther King, Jr. Tribute Concert on Sunday,

Jan. 15 in the Wakefield High School

auditorium. In a highlight of the evening,

Slade invited children from the audience

to dance and sing with her on stage.

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3

Voices in
Unison

News, Page 3
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“I know! I know!”
Many of the students
were eager to answer
“Mr. Jefferson’s” (Bill
Barker) questions
during the living
history assembly at
Armstrong Elementary.

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump
News, Page 3

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery
News, Page 12

MLK Keynote:
From Obama to Trump

Communities Practice
Disaster Recovery

Close Encounters
With History

A+, Page 6

Close Encounters
With History
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Happy New YearThe fireworks finale of First Night Alexandria provides the backdrop to a selfie for

a couple celebrating New Year’s Eve on King Street. See story and more photos on

page 3.
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By Vernon MilesGazette Packet

F or the City Council, thelargest looming issue inthe upcoming months of2017 is always the city’s
budget. The routine is fairly simi-
lar year after year: the city and
school system haggle to a compro-
mise over expanding school enroll-ment costs whileother city depart-ments rotatethrough yearly bud-get increases anddecreases. But this

year, according to the City Coun-
cil, the budget process is shaping
up to look a little more dire than
usual.

“The budget isgoing to be a verybig deal,” saidC o u n c i l m a nTimothy Lovain.“It always is. It’sour main busi-ness, but it will beparticularly chal-lenging withMetro needs,school needs, andother infrastruc-ture. Those capi-tal needs are criti-cal to the futureof the city. Weneed to address them as best we
can.”

While school capacity needs
generally take the largest focus in
the budget discussion, this year a
Metro system in crisis and crum-
bling city infrastructure are mus-
cling into the spotlight. The issues
being discussed and weighed
aren’t new, but Councilman Paul

Smedberg says the scale of the
demands exceeds previous years.

“We’ve had these issues before,
but the dollar amounts and the
size is bigger,” said Smedberg.
“Schools, infrastructure, and
transportation are all core to what
we do. How we prioritize the rest
is what we have to decide.”Across the council, schools, in-

frastructure, and transportation
are agreed to be the core budget
priorities in 2016.“Blooming student enrollment

in the schools also presents a real
challenge,” said Lovain. “It largely
shows up for us in school construc-
tion funding needs. It’s a happy
problem, it’s a compliment to our
system, but we’re adding so many
students. There’s a structural defi-cit we face. [Our]needs are grow-ing faster thanrevenues. Thatshows up on thecapital side andfor schools.”

In terms ofcapital costs, theapproved Alexan-dria City PublicSchools (ACPS)FY 2017 - FY2026 Capital Im-provement Plan(CIP) budget lastyear totaled
$273,988,551. The FY 2018 - FY
2027 CIP proposed by Superinten-
dent Alvin Crawley raises that 10-
year total to $515,739,655.“We need to expand the num-

ber of schools that we have and
somehow or another accommo-
date renovations and expansion,
maybe building a whole new

In the RedSchools, Metro, and infrastructure
form trinity of 2017city budget priorities.

WellbeingWellbeing
Page 14

“We’re not goingto be able to makeeverybody happybut we wereelected to makehard decisions.”
— CouncilmanWillie Bailey

The Year
Ahead

Sign up for
FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

I don’t know, really. Money comes in. Money 
goes out. But since I stay in and don’t go out, cash 
is no longer king. Credit reigns supreme and since 
the accounting/budget system for the Lourie family 
business is rarely written down/planned for, I don’t 
know from one expenditure to the next, where the 
money goes, unlike John Prine  knew  when he 
sang about “Sam Stone” when he came home.

As the spouse responsible for the business side 
of the marriage, it has been my job to financial-
ly plan what the family can and cannot afford. 
And since both earners were commission/tip 
recipients, the task of managing that cash flow, 
unpredictable as it occasionally was, took some 
emotional wherewithal. Nevertheless, we survived 
the ordeal, mostly, and now, as it has happened 
that all of us are consumed by pandemic-related 
pressures/procedures, our compensation history/
experience has prepared us to ebb and flow with 
the times. But instead of spending money when 
we may have it, now we’re spending money when 
the goods and services we need are available, 
which is similarly unpredictable as our dual 
incomes used to be,.

The result of this inconsistent and ‘unpredict-
able’ availability is that when any of the goods 
and services are available one must buy immedi-
ately regardless of cash on hand/in-wallet or credit 
balance in tow or risk being shut out completely: 
“No soup for you,” from a long-ago Seinfeld 
episode, so to speak (although my wife, Dina does 
like soup and therefore it is a regular item on our 
shopping list.) Accordingly, during these pandemic 
days, one must strike (buy) when the iron is hot, 
cash on hand be damned, and worrying about 
your credit card balance also be damned. We all 
need what we need in our homes/for our families 
and lack of paper money is not going to stop any 
of us from purchasing what staples and peace of 
mind a piece of plastic can offer. And thank God 
for those pieces of plastic with the magnetic strip. 
They’re certainly getting a work out these days 
providing aid and comfort - of a sort, to all of us 
non-essential people staying at home.

And while we’re staying/consuming at home, 
we’re no longer letting our fingers do the walking 
through our local Yellow Pages. Instead, we’re 
Googling our way instead, pointing and clicking, 
and then entering our credit card information 
while trying to keep our respective family business 
afloat. The evolving problem for me however is 
accounting for all these purchases and wondering 
if we’re ever going to receive them, how much 
was actually charged and was the purchase even 
worth it, given the wait. Still, since we’re all 
housebound, there are so many more purchases 
that have to be made over the phone/online that 
what control I used to have when in-person, 
spending the cash in my wallet, I no longer have. 
Now, I have to charge almost everything and then 
wait for the monthly credit card statement for an 
accounting of what financial damage I may have 
done. And by that time, 30 days or so later, I likely 
can’t undo any of the damage because the cus-
tomer-service operators are not available like they 
were during the pre-pandemic days or in some 
cases, not even taking calls. Resolution, clarifica-
tion, compensation? Heck no. All you’re likely to 
get is frustration, and that’s after “extended waiting 
times.”

And that previous paragraph’s presumption is 
that I even know what I’m talking about (what I 
bought, where, when, how much, etc.). But the 
real point of this column, which concerns me 
more, is accounting for the purchases that I don’t 
know about/haven’t received. It reminds of a joke 
I once heard, David Brenner, a comedian from 
Philadelphia and a regular on The Johnny Carson 
Show tell: “It’s not the mosquitoes I hear that I 
worry about, it’s the ones I don’t hear.”

Three months plus into this pandemic and our 
new normal has become fairly familiar. The prob-
lem is that familiarity has bred some contempt.

Money For 
What, Exactly?

News

From Page 2

year’s online breakfast had 200 attendees 
in a Zoom chat format and raised $30,000. 
“Overall given the timeframe and everything 
else, it was remarkable.” She says a number 
of new people learned the OAR story. 

But Dwyer explains the breakfast was 
disrupted “right off the bat by a speaker in 
space” mouthing racial epithets in the Zoom 
meeting. Dwyer explains as each speaker 
joins a Zoom group, they are identified by 
name and picture.  A number of strange ac-
count names started appearing. These peo-
ple started speaking racial slurs, and the ad-
ministrator of the call immediately started 
kicking them out. But there were so many 
of these interruptions “that we couldn’t keep 
up and had to shut out the entire group from 
chatting.

“The disturbing thing was that our Exec-
utive Director, who is a person of color, was 
talking about racial disparities just at the 
time these calls were coming in.” 

Jones Valderrama says “imagine white 
supremacists up at 7 in the morning saying 
super aggressive things.”

But she said she wasn’t surprised. She 
expected something like this might happen 
because of common interactions in the Ar-
lington and Alexandria communities. “These 
things happen to us every day.” She says 
people want to touch her hair to see if it feels 
different or her body, like a person of color 
isn’t a real person, or they argue back at her 
in an aggressive way. Having a conversation 
about race is uncomfortable. 	

OAR was founded in 1974 to work with 
men and women returning to the communi-
ty from incarceration and offering alterna-
tive sentencing options through community 
service with race equity as a core goal.

In 2019 OAR worked with 708 men and 
women who had experienced incarceration 
as well as 1,334 adults and youth perform-
ing community service. They sponsor re-
entry programs beginning with assistance 
while still in prison and following with ser-
vices as the person transitions successfully 
into the community.  Since last fall OAR has 
hosted four intensive Undoing Racism work-
shops for 180 people, most of whom live in 
Arlington and Alexandria.

For further information visit their website 
at www.OARonline.org

piloting a virtual format for Open Door 
Mondays, the informal weekly sessions where 
individuals or small groups can meet one-on-
one with a Board Member to raise any issue. 
Participation is easy — just fill out a brief 
RSVP on the County website, then join in vir-
tually, or by phoning in, at 7 p.m. Mondays. 
How to participate:

Fill out a brief RSVP form on the County website.
Receive an acknowledgement email, beginning 

the Friday afternoon before the scheduled 
Open Door Monday.

Use the link in the acknowledgement email, or 
the phone number, to join the Open Door 
Monday, starting at 7 p.m. on the night of the 
session.

Keep your conversation brief to ensure everyone 
gets their turn.

Virtual Open Door Monday sessions will end at 
8:30 p.m.

Bulletin Board
From Page 4
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.

4/30/20.


