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NEWS

Local Sci-Fi and Fantasy Author Wins International Contest

It’s “The Voice’
for amateur
writers.

By MErRcIA HoBsON
THE CONNECTION

or science fiction and fan-
tasy readers, Leah Ning of
Herndon may be their next
favorite author. A panel of
professional authors recognized
Ning as one of twelve “writer win-
ners” for her entry, “Yellow and
Pink” in this year’s international

5

gan again. “I never wrote a short
story before...I sent my first one
into the Contest, and of course, it
got summarily rejected... It was
terrible and deserved,” she said.
Ning knew this contest was dif-

f
& mﬂ' ferent and she persevered. “They
— v only allow amateur authors to en-

-

ter. You are not out there compet-
ing against likes of Stephen King...
It’s nice to have a contest like that
because there’s not a whole lot of
stuff out there for new writers...
Being a new writer is hard, man.
Normally you submit to magazines,
and youre competing against ev-
erybody at the pro level,” she said.

competition, the L. Ron Hubbard’s
Writers of the Future Contest.
Ning is a Boeing programmer
by day and author by night. As an
amateur, she entered the Contest,
“...an opportunity for new writers

PHOTO BY MERCIA HOBSON/THE CONNECTION
Leah Ning of Herndon holds a newly released copy
of “L. Ron Hubbard Presents Writers of the Future
Volume 36,” released April 7, 2020. In the antholo-
gy, which named only 12 winner writers globally, is
Ning’s winning story, “Pink and Yellow.”

Ning had other reasons for enter-
ing the Contest. “They have a tiered
rejection system - Flat, Honorable
Mention, Silver Honorable Mention,
Semifinalist, Finalist and Winner...
It helps you know where you are

of science fiction and fantasy to
have their work judged by some of the mas-
ters in the field and discovered by a wide
audience,” according to the company’s web-
site. In addition to the Writers of the Future
Contest, a second contest, Illustrators of the
Future, was also held with twelve winners
adjudicated by greats in the arts. The win-
ning authors, along with twelve winning il-
lustrators are featured in “L. Ron Hubbard

Presents Writers of the Future Volume 36,”
released April 7, 2020. Awardees are from
across the globe, the United States, Austra-
lia, Turkey, Vietnam, and more.

ACCORDING TO NING, although she wrote
as a student, when she entered the work-
force, she stopped due to time constraints.
However, in the summer of 2019, Ning be-

in terms of whether you're getting
there for professional writing... Dave Farland
is a New York Times best selling author... He
will give semifinalists a critique on their sto-
ry and tell someone, ‘Hey, this is why I didn’t
make you a finalist.” Ning added that the con-
test runs quarterly. “Basically, it runs continu-
ously,” she said. “And it has no entry fees and
entrants retain all publication rights.”
Ning provided a glimpse, a one-line trailer

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

We Are
Open!

¢ Electrical (ELE)

¢ (ias Fitting (GFC)

¢ Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVA)

¢ Plumbing (PLB)

¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

Free Estimates

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Ready to Serve
Our Customers &
Community in This
Uncertain Time!

Since 1999

Angies list

SUPER SERVICE
AWARD

10% down

nothing until the job

is complete for the
past 17 years

703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http:/www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

2 % OAK HiLL/HERNDON / RESTON / CHANTILLY CONNECTION / CENTRE VIEw < APRIL 22-28, 2020

Safety is Our
Top Priority!

i Rigorous Health & Safety
i Protocols to Protect You

for her winning story, “Yellow and Pink.” Her
first sentence reads: “How many times?” the
dying man whispered.” People who read the
story tell Ning that it pulled them in right
away and took them on an emotional ride.

Asked what she does to overcome the in-
evitable ‘writer’s block,” Ning said, “I don’t
sit there and stare at the blank page. That’s
stressful... Stress is crap for your creative
process...Do something nice. Take a walk in
nature or a hot shower. Drive around ran-
domly... It’s a lot more helpful for coming up
with an idea... with an opening. Then, when
I sit down in front of a blank page, I already
know what I want to write.”

DUE TO COVID-19, for Ning and other win-
ners, the Annual Awards Ceremony in Hol-
lywood and the intensive week of learning
from established writers, artists and profes-
sionals in the publishing world is on hold.

A full-color illustration accompanies each
story in the 450-page anthology. Award-win-
ning authors and Contest judges: Katherine
Kurts (Deryni series), Jody Lynn Nye (“The
Phoenix’s Peace” based on Volume 36 cov-
er art), and Nnedi Okorafor (The Binti Tril-
ogy), and the Contest founder, L. Hubbard
provided bonus stories.

Scrawl Books in Reston Town Center con-
firmed they would offer home delivery or
curbside pickup for “L. Ron Hubbard Pres-
ents Writers of the Future Volume 36.”
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Who Earned

Distance Learning
goes awry for FCPS.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

aintenance releases, patch
management and software up-
dates keep users’ experience
optimal. Staying ahead of secu-
rity threats is vital. So what caused and who
is responsible for events leading up to the
reflex action by the superintendent of Fair-
fax County Public Schools, the 10th largest
school division in the nation located in one
of the United States’ wealthiest counties,
to end the launch of the division’s Distance
Learning Plan, two days into the project be-
cause of load capacity and security issues?
That's what the twelve elected members
serving on the Fairfax County Public Schools
Board turned their attention toward Thurs-
day, April 16, during their virtual Board
Meeting. The first item on the Agenda read:
“Distance Learning Update: Blackboard.”
The night before, Superintendent Scott
Brabrand canceled teacher-led instruction
through Blackboard scheduled for that day
and Friday, April 17, due to continued login
and security issues with Blackboard Learn
FCPS 24-7 and Blackboard Collaborate Ul-
tra. “Our teachers are ready and willing to
do whatever is necessary to provide a ro-
bust learning experience for our students...
We have identified our problems, and today
we are proposing solutions,” said Brabrand.
Later, during the School Board Meeting,
Marty Smith, Chief Operating Officer, said,
“We were able to identify those students by
IP address, and then work with those prin-
cipals to then refer those students for any
additional discipline as necessary.”
FCPS twelve School Board members, Bra-

FCPS Superintendent Scott Brabrand

the F in Best Practices?

Marty Smith, Chief Operating Officer

CoOURTESY OF FCPS
Marty Smith,
Chief Operating Officer

Latest on Distance Learning: School System Looking for ‘Plan B’

Monday evening’s message to Fairfax
County Public Schools; parents:

“Despite attempts to address identified
technology issues over the weekend, this
morning it became evident that Blackboard
Learn 24x7 was not able to handle the sys-
tem load of our virtual class meetings. This
evening, Dr. Brabrand emailed the commu-
nity with his comprehensive plan on ad-
dressing the problems that have arisen with

brand and his Leadership Team composed of
Frances Ivey, Deputy Superintendent; Mar-
ty Smith, Chief Operating Officer; Maribeth
Luftglass, Assistant Superintendent, Depart-
ment of Information Technology and Sloan
Presidio, Assistant Superintendent and In-
structional Services Department and Tim
Tomlinson, Chief Product Officer for Black-
board, Inc., attended the meeting virtually.
As the 3-hour portion of the School Board
Meeting wore on, individuals provided dif-
ferent levels of insight. Whereas Tim Tom-
linson of Blackboard initially commented
with a prepared statement saying: “I'm here
this morning on behalf of our (Blackboard’s)
leadership team to apologize for the chal-
lenges experienced this week in moving
Fairfax County students to fully remote in-

Q&A: What Went Wrong and Why?

Q- School Board member Ricardy
Anderson (Mason): What were the
issues?

A- FCPS Leadership Team member
Luftglass: The first time that we saw some
slowness and some challenges had to do
with logging in. We had a lot of simulta-
neous logins on Monday (the day before
Distance Learning went live to students)
and Tuesday... There were a couple of dif-
ferent issues (with Blackboard 24-7), one
with the logging system... and then once
people got logged in, it overloaded the
application servers... With Blackboard
Collaborate Ultra sessions, there are a
couple of different ways that you can im-
plement those sessions. You pre-populate
those sessions with the specific student
email addresses that you want to have in
your session. That’s in the guidance doc-
uments... developed in terms of creating

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

those sessions in a secure way so that you
don’t have Guest Access... Documents were
created, but they were not properly shared
and properly highlighted in terms of the
importance, and that’s our fault...Anybody
could use those links (Guest Access) to get
into the session...We failed.

Q-School Board member Karl Frisch
(Providence): Was any request made
to Blackboard to do testing to make
sure, beyond simply telling them
what our load would be?

A-Luftglass: No, we did not. We relied on
our vendor to do that testing.

According to Tomlinson and confirmed
by Luftglass, until recently, FCPS general-
ly updated its software once a year, taking
a one-week downtime after the academ-
ic school year ended and before summer
school started.

the current distance learning format.

To ensure students have access to continuity
of learning, students will resume asynchronous
assignments tomorrow (Tuesday). Students
should log into Google Classroom in order to
access choice boards for this week. Staff will
be available to answer questions via email for
students needing further guidance.

We will provide you with an update soon re-
garding our next steps as we shift our distance

struction,” later he added: “We had no in-
dication, based on our years of experience
running the software for thousands of cus-
tomers that we would have this issue at the
levels of load that was expected this week.”
One hour into the meeting, Sloan Presi-
dio said, “As a Leadership Team, we failed
to properly train the staff. We failed to prop-
erly communicate the expectations, and we
failed to properly monitor the implementa-
tion.” Presidio comment referenced security
concerns and misbehaviors exhibited by then
anonymous individuals who logged into vir-
tual live class sessions via Guest Log-In, not
through the preferred, guide-lined and more
secure pre-populated email address access.
Nearly two hours into the meeting,
School Board member Megan McLaughlin

Q- School Board member Sizemore
Heizer (Member-at-Large): Why
(wasn’t) the software update... just
done automatically?

A- Tomlinson: The Fairfax County Team
makes decisions about when and how the
software is updated... This system actually
hasn’t been updated in two years. We recom-
mend that all of our clients stay on the most
current versions of our software. The version
of the software that Fairfax County is running
is three years old. Fairfax County has made
the choice not to update that software.”

Q- School Board member & Vice
Chair Tamara Derenak Kaufax (Lee):
What are your best practices in place
to make certain that your clients are
getting the most up-to-date product
from you?

A- Tomlinson: We release major updates
twice a year. We release patch updates as

learning plan. Please know that our teach-
ers and staff have been working and adapt-
ing with every change to best teach our
students in this new environment. As new
plans are identified, the staff will continue
to create assignments to engage students in
meaningful learning activities.

We know that this is frustrating, and we
appreciate your patience as we adjust to the
new plan.”

(Braddock) said,” I remain shocked that the
10th largest school system in the country
did not know, working with its vendor, to do
a load testing. There is no getting around
it... I want to say that the IT failures, the
lack of flow testing, the software updates
that didn’t occur, the fact that we’re doing
information to our schools to prepare for
this as guidance, versus direct as mandates,
do speak to a larger problem we have in
the system.”

A letter on the FCPS official twitter ac-
count to FCPS families dated April 17, read:
“Distance learning will resume Monday
morning. Blackboard continues to make the
necessary upgrades to the FCPS 24-7 system
to bring students back to a safer, more stable
online environment.” FCPS signed the letter.

frequently as needed. The system that’s
currently running (FCPS’) was released
three years ago. It’s had two levels of
patch updates applied to it... There have
been seven updates made publicly avail-
able to the software that have not been
applied.

Every time Blackboard releases an up-
date, it's communicated directly to the
client by email and its availability pub-
lished on the company’s Support Portal.
Today...over one hundred of our clients
are actually now running on a stats ver-
sion of our product that’s hosted by Am-
azon Web Services in the cloud... That’s
the most modern version of our software
that we’ve been recommending to all of
our clients for a couple of years. (It) is
updated automatically every month; no
action required by the client... That’s the
best practice we deliver for software. It’s
a change that Fairfax County has not cho-
sen to take advantage of over time.
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OPINION
Honoring Women in 2020

A look at the woman leading us
through the coronavirus pandemic.

By SuPERVISOR DAN STORCK
D-MoUNT VERNON DISTRICT

lorence Nightingale, Elizabeth Black-

well, Clara Barton, Virginia Apgar, Re-

becca Lee Crumpler, Marie Curie are

just a few of the many women who have
made our lives healthier through medicine and
science. While women have influenced much
of our society and knowledge base, health and
science seem particularly important today, as
we are led by Dr. Gloria Addo-Ayensu, Director
of the Fairfax County Health Department. As I
receive email after email and attend briefings
and updates on COVID-19, I am inspired by the
calm intellect Dr. Gloria displays every time she
relays information or responds to questions. It
is leaders such as Dr. Gloria who will guide us
through this pandemic and see that we emerge
a stronger and more united community.

As the County’s health director, Dr. Gloria
directs and manages public health programs
across the county and serves as health advisor
to the County’s Board of Supervisors, Health
Care Advisory Board, and Human Services
Council. In her 17 years of service as director,
the Department has virtually been restructured
from the ground up and several new initiatives
and systems have been put in place. She has

brought a new focus on
emergency preparedness,
health equity, the need to
promote community health
and resilience, and the importance of leverag-
ing community assets that already exist if you
want to create practical, sustainable approach-
es to complex challenges.

During the current pandemic, Dr. Gloria’s
mission to reorient the Health Department to-
ward enhancing community resilience has been
especially relevant and invaluable. For instance,
the Bioterrorism Medical Action Team that she
created in 2001—one of the first and largest lo-
cal public health volunteer response programs
in the United States—prepared Fairfax Coun-
ty to make a seamless transition to the Med-
ical Reserve Corps program. MRC volunteers
are presently working alongside our Health
Department staff to respond to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Disciplined, approachable, passionate, rig-
orous yet flexible, Dr. Gloria’s leadership and
work, honored through numerous awards,
serve as an inspiring example to young wom-
en and men who aspire to making a substantial
social impact because, no matter where they
currently are in life, where there is a will, there
is a way. No one, least of all Dr. Gloria herself,

Back to the Capitol

By KENNETH R. “KEN" PLUM
STATE DELEGATE (D-36)

s you are reading this col-

umn on Wednesday morn-

ing, I will have left home
in Reston and be heading south
on Interstate 95 for a noon meet-
ing of the General Assembly for
its reconvened session, common-
ly referred to as the “veto ses-
sion.” A reconvened session can
be deemed essential during this
stay-at-home period because Arti-
cle IV, Section 6 and Article V, Section 6 of the
Constitution of Virginia and House Joint Res-
olution No. 99 (procedural resolution) require
that the 2020 Reconvened Session convene on
Wednesday, April 22, 2020, at noon, to act upon
the Governor’s recommendations and vetoes to
legislation passed during the 2020 Regular Ses-
sion. The constitutional requirement for a re-
convened session came about after Virginians
started electing a Republican governor ever so
often who would have the audacity to veto bills
that had been passed by the Democrat-dom-
inated General Assembly. The constitutional
amendment establishing the reconvened ses-
sion gives legislators the last word as to what
bills can become law without the Governor’s
signature if a two-thirds vote can be gotten
in both houses. Also, the reconvened session
provides an opportunity to correct technical
glitches or provide clarifying language through
amendments suggested by the Governor from

COMMENTARY

the bills that are passed in the
fast-paced legislative sessions.

Social distancing will be strict-
ly adhered to for the session
which will be a challenge for
legislators who are accustomed
to a lot of handshaking and hug-
ging. The House of Delegates will
convene under a temporary tent
covering on capitol grounds that
will provide the space for the 100
members to be at least six feet apart. The Sen-
ate of Virginia will meet in a large space at the
Science Museum of Virginia that will accommo-
date social distancing for its 40 members. The
usual strict requirement that men wear neckties
has been relaxed for apparently ties sweep up
too many germs. The Governor and his staff are
not wearing ties these days. Face masks will be
required, and plenty of hand sanitizer will be
available. It is suggested that members bring
their own lunches.

The Constitution limits the business of the
General Assembly at Reconvened Session to
consideration of the Governor’s amendments
and objections. Of the 1,291 bills presented
to the Governor, he signed 1,188 (92.02 per-
cent), recommended amendments to 102 bills
and vetoed 1 bill. An official summary of the
bills passed during the 2020 General Assembly
session is available at http://dls.virginia.gov/
pubs/summary/2020/summary2020.pdf.

Dr. Gloria Addo-Ayensu,
Director Fairfax County
Health Department

would have predicted that
a young woman from Gha-
na who had to clean ho-

i tel rooms to pay her way
HOTO CONTRIBUTED  through  college  would
someday rise to such dis-
tinction.
One would therefore

have imagined that a lead-
er of such professional accomplishments would
never let on that, in her private moments, she
still struggles with insecurities of one kind or
another, and that she still gets stage fright when
she has to deliver a speech. Three strengths
have helped her overcome her personal strug-
gles and achieve success.

First, Dr. Gloria sets high standards for herself
and puts enormous pressure on herself, routine-
ly waking up at 2 a.m. to begin her day. Second,
she never gives up—no matter how complex
or daunting the challenge. Even when over-
whelmed, she tries not to show it, although you
might hear it as a slight stammer in her speech
when the pressure is really on, an impediment
from childhood. Third, her deep faith, upon
which her entire life is centered, anchors her
and gives her a focus that allows her to ignore
side distractions and concentrate on the most
important goals.

Throughout history, leaders like Dr. Gloria
both inspire and protect us in times of great
challenge and times of great joy. We are all in
this together and we thank you for your service,
Dr. Gloria.

The effort that legislators have to make to
finish our work for the session pales in compar-
ison to the challenges that people worldwide
face every day during the pandemic. I continue
to be impressed with the ways that social dis-
tancing has brought us together. Every day on
social media and other outlets I learn of people
who are sewing masks, running food pantries,
contributing to charities, and doing good deeds
for others. Our medical personnel put their lives
on the line every day and cannot be thanked
enough. On my website, kenplum.com there is
updated information on the pandemic and ways
you can help. Stay safe. I will be heading back
home immediately upon the conclusion of the
one-day session.

Let Us Know Your View
Connection Newspapers welcomes
views on any public issue.
Letters must be signed. Include home address
and home and business numbers;
we will only print your name and town name.
Letters are routinely edited for length, libel, grammar,
good taste, civility and factual errors.
Send letters
Online www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/letter
By email: editors@connectionnewspapers.com

By mail to: Letters to the Editor The Connection
1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314

You can comment on our
Facebook page or find us on Twitter
www.facebook.comy/connectionnewspapers
https://twitter.com/alexgazette
https://twitter.com/mtvernongazette
htps://twitter.com/followfairfax
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Farmers Olivia
Madigan and Paul
Nicholson bot-
tle-feed the goats.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

Not the Same But Life Goes On

Frying Pan Farm Park
closed to visitors.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

he little piglets born at Frying Pan Farm

Park in Herndon have no children clam-

oring to see them. Neither do the bot-

tle-fed baby goats. “We miss our visitors;
we miss them very much,” said Park Manager,
Yvonne Johnson.

Fairfax County Park Authority operates Frying Pan
Farm Park interpreting life on the farm from the 1920s
to the 1950s. According to Johnson, fuzzy yellow
chicks, grunting pink piglets, calves and other barn-
yard animals still take center stage and demand care.

“There are core people, and they rotate days of the
week and shifts. It’s pretty much seven in the morn-
ing until five at night. Morning feeding takes a little
over two hours for two people. That’s a lot of buckets
and hay and custom blending feed. There is changing
the feed when mommy is pregnant; another mommy’s
given birth, and another mommy’s babies are getting
bigger and eating more so she needs more food.”

According to Johnson, it takes two full-time staff
members and two part-time staff members to pull
off the ongoing care. The problem
is, she said, the Park cannot easi-
ly find people in Fairfax County
with the necessary skill sets. “It is

Farmer Paul Nicholson holds
a newborn piglet at Frying Pan
Farm Park.
wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

% VS
Farmer Olivia Madigan tosses feed to the chickens.

hard to find people who know how to do this and it’s
a seven day a week operation.” One of the current
challenges is if somebody in the first cohort gets sick,
they’ve exposed the other three people. “They are all
going to have to go into quarantine,” Johnson said.
She added they have a backup cohort, and precau-
tions are established to safeguard animal care.

Johnson said that the farmer created a 30-minute
video sorting through all the chores and drafted ex-
tensive lists of what everybody’s eating. “He’s put ex-
tra written instructions in the different buildings and
the different parts of the buildings, so if the second co-
hort that doesn’t have years of experience has to come
in, they’ll have that extra written reminder-don’t for-
get to close the door to the chicken house, so the fox
can’t get in,” Johnson said.

Frying Pan Farm Park is a farm for the people. “We
farm for the visitors who come to see us. We farm for
the children to come and learn about the animals.
We're keeping all the operations going, and we’re
looking forward to when we can reopen,” said John-

son.

To prevent the spread of COVID-19, all Fairfax
County Park Authority parks and amenities are closed
to the public until further notice. Trails remain open.
Staff at Frying Pan Farm Park continues to monitor
the farm and works in conjunction with the Fairfax
County Police Department.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED
Parnika Saxena

High School Junior
Proposes a Protective Mask

The original model of the
mask is designed to cover all
openings of the face. Due to
the transparency and flexibil-
ity of graphene, the material
would be able to work well
to cover the face.

Parnika Saxena of Chantilly
proposes a graphene mask as a
more protective face covering
for the Coronavirus.

By JEssica FENG
THE CONNECTION

Imost a month after

the decision to close all

on-essential businesses,

social distancing has affected

people of all ages in different

ways. While many teenagers are

passing time on social media and

streaming sites, some are using

the time to search for solutions
for the COVID-19 pandemic.

Parnika Saxena of Chantilly,
a junior at Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science and
Technology, has spent her time
researching an idea for a differ-
ent kind of protective mask: a
graphene mask.

“Every day at the dinner ta-
ble, COVID-19 was all my fam-
ily would talk about. Seeing
how serious it was getting and
the impact that it was having on
our community and around the
world, I started thinking about
what could be done. I had
learned a couple of things from
my school club, nanotechnol-
ogy club, as well as chemistry
class so I started looking online
and did research.”

Saxena hopes this mask will
be produced for both health-
care workers and the public.

THE GRAPHENE MASK differs
from a standard cloth mask or
N95 mask in four key ways.
“What makes it different from
existing masks is that: it covers
all openings of the face, its use

of nanotechnology allows for
the passing of oxygen yet stops
COVID-19 particles from pass-
ing through, it is transparent,
and it is lightweight, strong,
and flexible, making it easy to
fit as a mask.”

Dr. Robert Hurt, director of
the Superfund Research Pro-
gram Center at Brown Univer-
sity, focuses on nanomaterials
and their applications for hu-
man health and the environ-
ment. He has done work with
the use of graphene as an envi-
ronmental barrier.

“This is a neat idea and the
student did very good back-
ground research on the science
behind it. We would not be able
to fabricate such a mask in a
practical way in the near term,
but this is a cool futuristic vision
that could define research that
might lead to a graphene mask.”

A lesser-known form of car-
bon, graphene displays many
properties Saxena considers
valuable to creating a mask.

“It [graphene] is an allotrope
of carbon, similar to diamond
and graphite which are differ-
ent forms of carbon. Graphene
on its own is atomically thin;
an experiment was done (this is
how it was discovered) where
just by taking some tape and
sticking it onto graphite or
pencil lead, that one layer had
graphene flakes.”

See CHANTILLY TEEN,
PAGE G
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Obituary Obituary

William Hughes Stokes Jr., A Reston Resident for
More Than A Half Century, Dies of Coronavirus at 95

W By W. Royal Stokes, Ph.D.

My brother Billy, William Hughes Stokes Jr., 95, died on
April 13 of Coronavirus at Reston Hospital. He was a Reston
resident for more than a half century, occupying apartments
on Crescent and then Greywing Square, from 1966 until 2018,
when he moved to a nursing facility, Dulles Health and Rehab
Center, Herndon.

Billy, a D.C. native, attended the city’s Gunston School and
public schools in Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

A World War Two U. S. Navy veteran, upon the war’s conclu-
sion in 1945, Billy attended the U.S. Naval Academy, but after a
year there he opted for discharge, enrolling at the University of
Maryland, College Park, earning a B.A. in Psychology in 1950.

The U.S. Foreign Service was Billy’s work scene in the 1950s, first as a State Department
Courier stationed at the American Embassy in Paris, flying to all continents and delivering doc-
uments, and then as an officer at the American Consulate in Cali, Colombia.

Settling in Virginia after his State Department years, Billy worked as a salesman for Friden Cal-
culating Machine Company and then Prudential Insurance. In late life he was self-employed in
various entrepreneurial enterprises.

Sailing small crafts was one of my brother’s passions and he was able to indulge this when our
family resided on Gibson Island, Maryland, from the late 1930s through the ’40s and he crewed
for friends in Star Boat races on the Chesapeake Bay.

A lifelong jazz fan, Billy became, in the early 1950s, a member of the old D.C. Hot Jazz Society.
He attended many performances at such D.C. jazz clubs as the Brown Derby and Blue Mirror,
where he heard Louis Armstrong’s All Stars, Sidney Bechet’s quartet, the Art Tatum and Nat
King Cole trios, and the boogie woogie duo of Albert Ammons and Pete Johnson. He was also
a regular patron of the Sunday evening jam sessions of local artists at D.C.’s Charles Hotel, and
during his time as a State Department Courier in the 1950s he went to concerts and club gigs
of Bechet and others in Paris.

In view of his love for jazz, it is ironic that my brother was born in a bedroom of a three-story
house that his extended family rented in the 1920s and early '30s, 2019 19th Street NW, the
garden-level basement of which subsequently housed the Villa Bea, a well-attended after-hours
jazz club that in the 1940s and '50s was frequented by such local musicians as reed players
George Botts, Charlie Rouse, and Mason Country Thomas and the bassist and blues singer
Nap Turner, as well as nationally known luminaries the likes of Charlie Parker and Erroll Garner.

Billy’s marriage to Laura Ricci Crisolini Stokes ended in divorce.
William Hughes Stokes Jr. is survived by his son William Hughes Stokes IV of Alexandria, his

brother W. Royal Stokes of Elkins, West Virginia, three nephews, a niece, four great nieces, a
great nephew, and a great-great niece.
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Community’s Response:
#restonSTRONG

Grassroots effort to
coordinate charity work.

hat started with a conversation by
leaders on how to unite the commu-
nity during COVID-19 has evolved
into a grassroots movement: #reston-
STRONG is a community action group collaboration
bringing together charity partners, local business-
es, the medical community, and the Greater Reston
Chamber of Commerce to address the needs in the
community during this pandemic and beyond.

In those conversations, it was apparent that many
of local charities were tackling the same issues related
to COVID-19. “Pooling our resources and collectively
taking action as a team provides our best chances for
collective success,” says Taralyn Tharp Kohler, Execu-
tive Director of CORE Foundation. “In addition to cre-
ating a series of drop off points for multiple charities
throughout Reston, a task force has been formed to
leverage contacts and match resources with needs.”

“No contact” storage pods donated by UNITS have
been placed in multiple locations in Reston creating
a donation infrastructure for various charities. The
white pods with the blue UNITS logo can be found
at the Lake Anne Village Center, South Lakes Village
Shopping Center, North Point Village Shopping Cen-
ter, and the Reston YMCA. Residents can participate
by dropping off designated requested items benefit-
ing Cornerstones, Reston Hospital Center, and Help-
ing Hungry Kids of Northern Virginia, a CORE Cause.
These items will be collected and disseminated to the
organizations in need daily. Monetary tax-deduct-
ible donations to assist with the #restonSTRONG
COVID-19 relief effort can be made through the CORE
Foundation at www.corefoundation.org.

Pods by UNITS will be open daily for donation
drop-offs as follows:

Cornerstones: 11484 Washington Plaza West: Mon-
day - Friday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

North Point Village Shopping Center near Safeway:

R S
PHOTO CONTRIBUTED

From left: Sarah Selvaraj-Dsouza Candidate

for the Reston Association, Samantha Beavers,
President South Gate Cluster, and Taralyn Tharp
Kohler - Executive Director, CORE Foundation.

Wednesday - Sunday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

South Lake Village Center near Chick fil A: Wednes-
day - Sunday 9 a.m. - 7 p.m.

YMCA of Reston: Monday, Wednesday and Thurs-
day 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Items needed for Helping Hungry Kids include mi-
crowave popcorn, fruit Cups in 100 percent juice, ap-
plesauce with no sugar added, granola Bars, single
serve packets of oatmeal, pop tarts, chef boyardee 7.5
oz single serve cups, ramen noodles, single serve mac
and cheese, and pudding cups.

Cornerstones is in need of brown rice, cereal, oat-
meal, peanut butter, jelly, wild rice, quinoa, canned
vegetables and fruit, canned tuna, coffee, sugar, flour,
spices, condiments, canola oil, olive oil, diapers, baby
wipes, baby formula, toilet paper, deodorant, sham-
poo, tooth paste, laundry detergent, femine pads.

Reston hospital’s high demand list includes n95
respirators, surgical masks, protective goggles, face
shields, booties, gowns, wipes and disinfectants.

We are #restonSTRONG. For more information,
visit corefoundation.org.

Chantilly Teen Proposes Protective Mask
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From Pace 5

To accommodate the function
of a mask, Saxena proposes that
the graphene should undergo a
nitrogen doping process.

“Graphene is impermeable on
its own, but when nitrogen dop-
ing happens, it goes through a
chemical process, then it opens
up these pores that selectively
allow oxygen but not COVID-19
particles.”

Dr. Hurt emphasizes the im-
portance of thorough testing,
especially because the process of
nitrogen doping has never been
implemented in a mask before.

“The introduction of pores
by nitrogen doping is interest-
ing, but one would have to test
whether those tiny atom-sized
defects would allow a human
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to push their full breath volume
through the sheet in just seconds.”

While the original mask design
consisted solely of graphene, fur-
ther research points to a combi-
nation of materials for maximum
protection. A solution Dr. Hurt pro-
posed is to add multiple layers, but
it comes with its drawbacks.

“Regarding strength, graphene
is indeed super strong compared to
other substances of equal cross-sec-
tion, but if graphene is suspended
freely as an atomically thin mono-
layer, that of very little material,
it can rip quite easily. One might
need multiple layers but then one
gives up some transparency.”

SAXENA proposed another solu-
tion, combining a layer of graphene
with a textile.

“Graphene is atomically thin

so it can’t stand on its own. As
I've been doing more research.
I've been looking into using it
as a coating for textiles so that
it could be fashioned in a 3D
mask.”

The high production cost
and lack of manufacturing pro-
cesses mean further research
must be done for the graphene
mask to be produced and sold.
Nevertheless, Saxena believes
graphene is an invaluable mate-
rial and could be used in other
life-saving products.

“I think it [graphene] has a
lot of potential and I wanted
to get the word out and start a
conversation about this ‘won-
der material’. Perhaps people
with sufficient resources can
not only apply it to masks but
other products.”

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Woman Is Killed by

Uv By KENNETH B. LOURIE
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. . PR % Since I’'m not doing the food and pharmacy
Falrfa_x County pOI?Ce say a .4.1'y.ear'01d A&S CONSTRUCTION good, where out-of-the-house shopping anymore, as | have

Centreville woman died from injuries sus- $0D, Mulch, Clean-Up better is Q“allty Tree serV|ce for the last 40 years (as | may have mentioned in

tained in an April 10 accident in her drive- Leaf Removal expected. last week’s column: “Money For What”) | am no

way. Officers responded that day, shortly af- Hauling. & La“dscaplng longer in control of what we buy and how much

ter 10 a.m., to the 6100 block of Asher Court -Thomas Fuller we spend. The pandemic and my upcoming

and discovered Jaehee Pak unresponsive in 703-863-7465 thyroid cancer treatment have combined to

empower my wife, Dina, to set fairly strict guide-
lines. Primarily that | am to stay put in the house
ALL THE TIME and that during my isolation, she
will fill the purchasing vacuum. The effect being
that all my years of experience reducing our
grocery expenses has led to this: we're paying
re, re, retail for nearly all of our purchases. Not
impoverished because of it but not very happy
about it either.

| derived a certain pleasure in wandering
around the stores, advertising circular and
coupon book in hand, looking for sale items,

Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,

leaf removal, planting, hauling,

gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

her driveway. Fire and Rescue personnel
treated her at the scene, and she was rushed
to the hospital with serious injuries.
Detectives from the Crash Reconstruc-
tion Unit preliminarily determined that Pak
parked in her driveway and stepped out
of her SUV. But the vehicle rolled forward
and pinned her against the garage. A family
member from inside the home was able to
move the SUV and free her. However, Pak
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succumbed to her injuries last Wednesday,
April 15.

Detectives don’t suspect foul play, but any-
one with information about this incident is
asked to contact the Crash Reconstruction
Unit at 703-280-0543.

Reston Farmers
Market Opening
Delayed

The April 25 scheduled opening of the
Reston Farmers Market is postponed due
to the Coronavirus emergency. The Fairfax
County Park Authority, which sponsors the
Market, is in the process of finalizing pro-
tocols for social distancing and other safety
measures to protect shoppers, farmer/ven-
dors and managers during this emergency
period, consistent with the provisions of
Governor Northam’s Executive Order # 53.
It is expected that the Reston Farmers Mar-
ket will open for its 23rd season within the
next couple of weeks. The Market will oper-
ate every Saturday morning from 8 a.m. to
12 noon in its usual location, the main park-
ing lot at Lake Anne Village Center. Stay
tuned here for the final word on the opening
date, and go to www.restonfarmersmarket.
com for more information, including list of
vendors and the social distancing and safety
protocols that will be in effect in Market!

BULLETIN BOARD

Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos
and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at
noon, at least two weeks before event.

GOVERNOR EXTENDS BUSINESS RE-

STRICTIONS

Gov. Ralph Northam has announced the ex-
tension of Executive Order 53, which bans
crowds or more than 10 people; closes
recreation, entertainment and personal care
businesses; and limits restaurants to offering
takeout and delivery services only, until May
8. The order was extended to allow physical
distancing, and other measures shown to be
slowing the spread of COVID-19, to continue.
Extending the order also allows state officials
to evaluate the situation and plan for how to
ease restrictions so businesses may eventually
operate without endangering public health.
Executive Order 55 (requiring Virginians
to stay at home unless they must leave for
essential services) remains in effect until June
10.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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checking the 50% off/discontinued merchandise
rack, occasionally looking at the day-old bakery
cabinet, using miscellaneous paper and digital
coupons, buying in bulk/quantity, getting rain
checks when products were sold out, as well

as being open to any other in-store incentives

I might find. The process, as tedious as it may
sound, was not nearly so for me, especially con-
sidering that over the course of a year, according
to the stores’ own online tally, | saved the Lourie
family business upwards of $1,000. Now it
seems as if we're paying it all back since product
availability — due to pandemic pressures, has
often laid waste to the stores’ shelves. And also
laid waste to stores’ interest in offering products
on sale. And why should they? Consumers are
buying anything they can get their hands on,
price be damned.

Moreover, the stores themselves, at least the
ones where | have been a regular buyer, are
providing fewer digital coupons on their sites
than ever before and the advertising circu-
lars, typically 10 to 14 pages, have now been
reduced by one half or so. In addition, there are
also fewer coupon inserts in the Sunday news-
paper editions. The net effect of this is that the
supermarket/pharmacy budget has been blown
to smithereens. And the outlook for the future
(immediate future anyway) is more of the same,
or rather less, if you catch my drift.

Now further combine the fact that yours truly,
a strategic shopper of some repute is not doing
the in-store shopping anymore, and perhaps
you can do the metaphorical math. Can you say
through the roof? Let me be clear; this situation
has nothing to do with control. It has to do with
cash flow. | feel as if we're being taken advan-
tage of, like we're sitting ducks almost, and
there’s not a thing | can do about any of it other
than to take solace in the fact that our stimulus
checks will most definitely have somewhere to
go, even if | don't.

Still, I realize there are many others who
are not complaining about what they’re paying
for groceries because they’re too busy trying to
make withdrawals from their local food bank.

I would imagine their challenge is identical to
mine, only much worse: hoping to find neces-
sary items in limited supply without the proper
money and means to do so. Means, unfortu-
nately which are not leading to satisfactory
ends. Ends which will either bust their budgets,
overwhelm public-type assistance or swell credit
card balances; thereby increasing future mini-
mum payments and exacerbating pressures to
even make monthly payments. A vicious circle
and cycle if there ever was one, or two.

But I don’t have one or two so | am very
lucky. Now I do have two types of cancer but
that wasn’t the point of this column. The point
was more narrow than that. It was simply to
make a little fun at a predicament not of my own
choosing but one that is impacting my life and
totally out of my control. | wouldn't say that it's
food for thought but it is something to chew on.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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The Longmire family (from left), Daisy, Josephine, mom Julie and lara,

made this sign for the Rev. Brennan Loveless.

‘Outpouring of Love and Kindness’

Church members

honor cancer-fighting

pastor with caravan.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

rennan Loveless is the pastor of

New Life Christian Church’s Chantil-

ly campus. And contrary to his last

name, he is indeed loved — and not
just by his family. On April 8, congregation
members got into some three dozen cars and
drove to his home to let him know it.

They were also celebrating an important
victory in his fight against cancer. So they
made signs and decorated their cars with
streamers, balloons and encouraging mes-
sages. Then they met in a commuter lot and
drove together in a caravan, honking their
horns and waving to him when they reached
his house.

“Brennan uses his gift from God to lead
us in worship on Sundays, and his heart for
people is huge,” said church member Dale
Spaulding. “Although he’s been battling can-
cer, the first thing he always asks is, ‘How
are you doing?’ and ‘How can I pray for
you?’ He’s an inspiration to us all.”

LOVELESS, 34, is married and has three
children under age 7. But in October 2019,
he was diagnosed with stage-three colon
cancer. He underwent weeks of chemother-
apy and radiation and will have surgery in
a few months. Doctors said his tumor has
shrunk, and April 8 was his last treatment —
so his New Life congregation decided it was
time for a celebration.

“Car after car passed by his house as he
and his wife Natalie, daughter Peyton and
sons Landon and Greyson stood next to
him, waving and smiling, overwhelmed by
the outpouring of love and kindness,” said
church member Elinor Kinnier. “Neighbors,

Pastor Brennan Loveless waves to his
church members.

hearing the honking horns and cheers of ex-
citement, came outside to take part in the
celebration,” she continued. “And Brennan
was thrilled that others were able to expe-
rience all this care from his church family.”

Since his diagnosis, Loveless has used this
health challenge to share his faith via social
media, with his doctors and nurses, and
with other cancer patients needing hope. He
also learned some things, himself.

“This journey is about nine months long,
so I've had to be patient with how my body
has handled chemo and radiation,” he said.
“I'm also remaining joyful. I certainly didn’t
ask for this, but it’s now part of my story.
My resolve has been to be content with ev-
erything God has blessed me with and share
some of that hope and joy with others.”

Loveless is also certain that his faith and
hope in God has seen him through the
toughest of times. And he does his best to
have a positive attitude while acknowledg-
ing that “every day isn’t all sunshine and
roses.” He also wants people to know that
his church family “has been a rock for me.
They've loved and supported me and my
family through a myriad of ways, and oth-
ers, too, can find true community like that
at New Life.”

He said prayer and reading his Bible have
been key to keeping down his stress and
anxiety. In addition, he’s made two, sepa-
rate, to-do lists nearly every day. One is for
things he’d like to accomplish, such as work

show support.

4 N {
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or a project. The other is for when he’s hav-
ing a bad day, but can still accomplish sim-
ple things such as taking a long shower or
playing his guitar and singing

TO OTHERS going through their own bat-
tles with COVID-19 or staying home, Love-
less advises them to “Control what you can
and let go of the rest; surrender your fear
and anxiety. We may not be able to control
what’s going on in the world, but we can
control how we love each other and our fam-
ilies through whatever crisis may come our
way. Finishing radiation and chemotherapy
was a huge relief. Then being surprised by
my church family was a joyful celebration.”

“Because Brennan’s so generous with his
smile, heart and laughter, he quickly made
a way into the hearts of our whole family,”
said New Life member Julie Longmire. “So
when he grieves, we grieve; but as he cele-
brates, we want to celebrate alongside him.
We know how hard it is for him to be away
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New Life Christian Church members drive by their pasor’s home to

couraging messages written on a car in the procession.

\

from his friends right now and are excited to
remind him we’re still here for him, even if
we can’t give him the hugs we desperately
want to.”

“Brennan took prayer requests from oth-
ers so he could pray for them during his che-
motherapy treatments,” said member Jamie
Osterhaus. “He constantly puts others first.
He’s more than a friend - he’s family — and
we're grateful he’s nearly finished this bat-
tle.”

Allison Williams praised Loveless’s “amaz-
ing, positive attitude and perseverance.”
And Christine Heath said he and his fami-
ly showed “grace, strength and closeness to
God” throughout his cancer fight.

“Brennan has been there for so many
people, even while going through his treat-
ments,” added Tom Hamberger. “It’s been in-
spirational seeing his faith and knowing God
is still working miracles.”

— Elinor Kinnier co ntributed to this story
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