A Clean Home is a Healthy Home
Keeping You Safe Is Our Top Priority So We Are Adhering
to Rigorous Health and Safety Protocols Keeping Your
Rugs Clean From Dirt, Allergens, and Bacteria.
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Customers and
Community!

JoeHadeed.com

• Wall to Wall Steam Cleaning
• Upholstery Steam Cleaning
• Tile and Grout Cleaning
• Wood Floor Cleaning
• Air Duct Cleaning
• Dryer Vent Cleaning
• Oriental/Area Rug Cleaning
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Hadeed is Your Source for Deep
Cleaning & Disinfecting All Your
Rugs, Carpets & Floors!
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Allergens, and Bacteria.
Health and Safety Protocols Keeping Your Rugs Clean
From Dirt, Allergens, and Bacteria.

Free Curbside Pickup & Delivery!
To help protect you and our associates we are now offering to pickup and deliver
your rugs to your doorstep. Our associates will wear gloves, masks, and booties
when picking up or delivering your rugs.

Limited Time Only! - Free Rug Storage For Your Cleaned Rugs!*

sanitize & Disinfect your rugs
With In-Plant Cleaning. Expires 5/3/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

in-Plant rug cleaning
for every 2 rugs cleaned get the 3rd rug cleaned
Expires 5/3/20. Get 3rd rug of equal/smaller size free. Not valid w/other offers.

in-Plant rug cleaning on 1 or 2 rugs
Expires 5/3/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

Wall-to-Wall carPet steaming
Expires 5/3/20. Not valid w/any other offers.

50 Off
%

The following summary contains
various incidents of general interest
as well as vehicular crashes handled by the Town of Vienna Police
Department from April 10 – April
16, 2020.
INCIDENTS
Unlawful Entry -- 300 Block
Park Street, NE April 10, 7:34
p.m. A woman requested an officer’s presence as she picked up her
child from the child’s father. When
officers arrived at the home, they

observed an argument between
the parties. It was determined that
the woman entered the home,
took the child, and walked out of
the house. The woman had no way
of safely transporting the child.
The child was left in the custody
of the father, and the two parties
were advised of the civil process
regarding custody of the child. The
father was advised of the warrant
process should he wish to pursue
charges for Unlawful Entry, and, at
his request, the woman trespassed

from the home.
Telephone Case -- 400 Block
Kingsley Road, SW April 10, 7:40
p.m. A resident received a harassing telephone call that he believes
was related to vandalism at his
home on April 9. The resident believes he knows who is responsible for the incidents, and he was
advised of the warrant process
should he wish to pursue charges.
See Police, Page 6
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15 Off
20 Off
%
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Hadeed Oriental Rug Cleaning & In-Home Services Dropoff Locations:
» 3206 Duke St. • Alexandria, VA
» 6628 Electronic Dr. • Springfield VA
» 3116 W. Moore St. • Richmond VA

» 535 W. Maple Ave. • Vienna, VA
» 4918 Wisconsin Ave. • DC/MD
» 330 N. Stonestreet Ave • DC/MD

301-982-1111 | JoeHadeed.com
703-836-1111
JoeHadeed.com
†Available
in MD, DC, & |VA.301-637-7163
Min. order required, |some
restrictions apply. Doesn’t
include breakables. Call for details. Some addit’l fees may apply. All offers expire 5/3/20.

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates

10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the
past 17 years

703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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Who Earned the F in Best Practices?
Distance Learning
goes awry for FCPS.
By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

M

aintenance releases, patch
management and software updates keep users’ experience
optimal. Staying ahead of security threats is vital. So what caused and who
is responsible for events leading up to the
reflex action by the superintendent of Fairfax County Public Schools, the 10th largest
school division in the nation located in one
of the United States’ wealthiest counties,
to end the launch of the division’s Distance
Learning Plan, two days into the project because of load capacity and security issues?
That’s what the twelve elected members
serving on the Fairfax County Public Schools
Board turned their attention toward Thursday, April 16, during their virtual Board
Meeting. The first item on the Agenda read:
“Distance Learning Update: Blackboard.”
The night before, Superintendent Scott
Brabrand canceled teacher-led instruction
through Blackboard scheduled for that day
and Friday, April 17, due to continued login
and security issues with Blackboard Learn
FCPS 24-7 and Blackboard Collaborate Ultra. “Our teachers are ready and willing to
do whatever is necessary to provide a robust learning experience for our students…
We have identified our problems, and today
we are proposing solutions,” said Brabrand.
Later, during the School Board Meeting,
Marty Smith, Chief Operating Officer, said,
“We were able to identify those students by
IP address, and then work with those principals to then refer those students for any
additional discipline as necessary.”
FCPS twelve School Board members, Bra-

Courtesy of FCPS

FCPS Superintendent Scott Brabrand

Latest on Distance Learning: School System Looking for ‘Plan B’
Monday evening’s message to Fairfax
County Public Schools; parents:
“Despite attempts to address identified
technology issues over the weekend, this
morning it became evident that Blackboard
Learn 24x7 was not able to handle the system load of our virtual class meetings. This
evening, Dr. Brabrand emailed the community with his comprehensive plan on addressing the problems that have arisen with

the current distance learning format.
To ensure students have access to continuity
of learning, students will resume asynchronous
assignments tomorrow (Tuesday). Students
should log into Google Classroom in order to
access choice boards for this week. Staff will
be available to answer questions via email for
students needing further guidance.
We will provide you with an update soon regarding our next steps as we shift our distance

learning plan. Please know that our teachers and staff have been working and adapting with every change to best teach our
students in this new environment. As new
plans are identified, the staff will continue
to create assignments to engage students in
meaningful learning activities.
We know that this is frustrating, and we
appreciate your patience as we adjust to the
new plan.”

brand and his Leadership Team composed of
Frances Ivey, Deputy Superintendent; Marty Smith, Chief Operating Officer; Maribeth
Luftglass, Assistant Superintendent, Department of Information Technology and Sloan
Presidio, Assistant Superintendent and Instructional Services Department and Tim
Tomlinson, Chief Product Officer for Blackboard, Inc., attended the meeting virtually.
As the 3-hour portion of the School Board
Meeting wore on, individuals provided different levels of insight. Whereas Tim Tomlinson of Blackboard initially commented
with a prepared statement saying: “I’m here
this morning on behalf of our (Blackboard’s)
leadership team to apologize for the challenges experienced this week in moving
Fairfax County students to fully remote in-

struction,” later he added: “We had no indication, based on our years of experience
running the software for thousands of customers that we would have this issue at the
levels of load that was expected this week.”
One hour into the meeting, Sloan Presidio said, “As a Leadership Team, we failed
to properly train the staff. We failed to properly communicate the expectations, and we
failed to properly monitor the implementation.” Presidio comment referenced security
concerns and misbehaviors exhibited by then
anonymous individuals who logged into virtual live class sessions via Guest Log-In, not
through the preferred, guide-lined and more
secure pre-populated email address access.
Nearly two hours into the meeting,
School Board member Megan McLaughlin

(Braddock) said,” I remain shocked that the
10th largest school system in the country
did not know, working with its vendor, to do
a load testing. There is no getting around
it… I want to say that the IT failures, the
lack of flow testing, the software updates
that didn’t occur, the fact that we’re doing
information to our schools to prepare for
this as guidance, versus direct as mandates,
do speak to a larger problem we have in
the system.”
A letter on the FCPS official twitter account to FCPS families dated April 17, read:
“Distance learning will resume Monday
morning. Blackboard continues to make the
necessary upgrades to the FCPS 24-7 system
to bring students back to a safer, more stable
online environment.” FCPS signed the letter.

Q- School Board member Sizemore
Heizer (Member-at-Large): Why
(wasn’t) the software update… just
done automatically?

frequently as needed. The system that’s
currently running (FCPS’) was released
three years ago. It’s had two levels of
patch updates applied to it… There have
been seven updates made publicly available to the software that have not been
applied.
Every time Blackboard releases an update, it’s communicated directly to the
client by email and its availability published on the company’s Support Portal.
Today…over one hundred of our clients
are actually now running on a stats version of our product that’s hosted by Amazon Web Services in the cloud… That’s
the most modern version of our software
that we’ve been recommending to all of
our clients for a couple of years. (It) is
updated automatically every month; no
action required by the client… That’s the
best practice we deliver for software. It’s
a change that Fairfax County has not chosen to take advantage of over time.

Q&A: What Went Wrong and Why?
Q- School Board member Ricardy
Anderson (Mason): What were the
issues?

A- FCPS Leadership Team member
Luftglass: The first time that we saw some
slowness and some challenges had to do
with logging in. We had a lot of simultaneous logins on Monday (the day before
Distance Learning went live to students)
and Tuesday... There were a couple of different issues (with Blackboard 24-7), one
with the logging system... and then once
people got logged in, it overloaded the
application servers... With Blackboard
Collaborate Ultra sessions, there are a
couple of different ways that you can implement those sessions. You pre-populate
those sessions with the specific student
email addresses that you want to have in
your session. That’s in the guidance documents... developed in terms of creating
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Marty Smith, Chief Operating Officer

Marty Smith,
Chief Operating Officer

those sessions in a secure way so that you
don’t have Guest Access... Documents were
created, but they were not properly shared
and properly highlighted in terms of the
importance, and that’s our fault...Anybody
could use those links (Guest Access) to get
into the session...We failed.

Q-School Board member Karl Frisch
(Providence): Was any request made
to Blackboard to do testing to make
sure, beyond simply telling them
what our load would be?

A-Luftglass: No, we did not. We relied on
our vendor to do that testing.
According to Tomlinson and confirmed
by Luftglass, until recently, FCPS generally updated its software once a year, taking
a one-week downtime after the academic school year ended and before summer
school started.

A- Tomlinson: The Fairfax County Team
makes decisions about when and how the
software is updated... This system actually
hasn’t been updated in two years. We recommend that all of our clients stay on the most
current versions of our software. The version
of the software that Fairfax County is running
is three years old. Fairfax County has made
the choice not to update that software.”

Q- School Board member & Vice
Chair Tamara Derenak Kaufax (Lee):
What are your best practices in place
to make certain that your clients are
getting the most up-to-date product
from you?

A- Tomlinson: We release major updates
twice a year. We release patch updates as
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Honoring Women in 2020

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

A look at the woman leading us
through the coronavirus pandemic.
By Supervisor Dan Storck
D-Mount Vernon District

F

lorence Nightingale, Elizabeth Blackwell, Clara Barton, Virginia Apgar, Rebecca Lee Crumpler, Marie Curie are
just a few of the many women who have
made our lives healthier through medicine and
science. While women have influenced much
of our society and knowledge base, health and
science seem particularly important today, as
we are led by Dr. Gloria Addo-Ayensu, Director
of the Fairfax County Health Department. As I
receive email after email and attend briefings
and updates on COVID-19, I am inspired by the
calm intellect Dr. Gloria displays every time she
relays information or responds to questions. It
is leaders such as Dr. Gloria who will guide us
through this pandemic and see that we emerge
a stronger and more united community.
As the County’s health director, Dr. Gloria
directs and manages public health programs
across the county and serves as health advisor
to the County’s Board of Supervisors, Health
Care Advisory Board, and Human Services
Council. In her 17 years of service as director,
the Department has virtually been restructured
from the ground up and several new initiatives
and systems have been put in place. She has

would have predicted that
a young woman from Ghana who had to clean hotel rooms to pay her way
college would
Photo contributed through
someday rise to such disbrought a new focus on Dr. Gloria Addo-Ayensu,
tinction.
emergency preparedness, Director Fairfax County
One would therefore
health equity, the need to Health Department
have imagined that a leadpromote community health
and resilience, and the importance of leverag- er of such professional accomplishments would
ing community assets that already exist if you never let on that, in her private moments, she
want to create practical, sustainable approach- still struggles with insecurities of one kind or
another, and that she still gets stage fright when
es to complex challenges.
During the current pandemic, Dr. Gloria’s she has to deliver a speech. Three strengths
mission to reorient the Health Department to- have helped her overcome her personal strugward enhancing community resilience has been gles and achieve success.
First, Dr. Gloria sets high standards for herself
especially relevant and invaluable. For instance,
the Bioterrorism Medical Action Team that she and puts enormous pressure on herself, routinecreated in 2001—one of the first and largest lo- ly waking up at 2 a.m. to begin her day. Second,
cal public health volunteer response programs she never gives up—no matter how complex
in the United States—prepared Fairfax Coun- or daunting the challenge. Even when overty to make a seamless transition to the Med- whelmed, she tries not to show it, although you
ical Reserve Corps program. MRC volunteers might hear it as a slight stammer in her speech
are presently working alongside our Health when the pressure is really on, an impediment
Department staff to respond to the COVID-19 from childhood. Third, her deep faith, upon
which her entire life is centered, anchors her
pandemic.
Disciplined, approachable, passionate, rig- and gives her a focus that allows her to ignore
orous yet flexible, Dr. Gloria’s leadership and side distractions and concentrate on the most
work, honored through numerous awards, important goals.
Throughout history, leaders like Dr. Gloria
serve as an inspiring example to young women and men who aspire to making a substantial both inspire and protect us in times of great
social impact because, no matter where they challenge and times of great joy. We are all in
currently are in life, where there is a will, there this together and we thank you for your service,
is a way. No one, least of all Dr. Gloria herself, Dr. Gloria.

Back to the Capitol
By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum
State Delegate (D-36)

A

s you are reading this column on Wednesday morning, I will have left home
in Reston and be heading south
on Interstate 95 for a noon meeting of the General Assembly for
its reconvened session, commonly referred to as the “veto session.” A reconvened session can
be deemed essential during this
stay-at-home period because Article IV, Section 6 and Article V, Section 6 of the
Constitution of Virginia and House Joint Resolution No. 99 (procedural resolution) require
that the 2020 Reconvened Session convene on
Wednesday, April 22, 2020, at noon, to act upon
the Governor’s recommendations and vetoes to
legislation passed during the 2020 Regular Session. The constitutional requirement for a reconvened session came about after Virginians
started electing a Republican governor ever so
often who would have the audacity to veto bills
that had been passed by the Democrat-dominated General Assembly. The constitutional
amendment establishing the reconvened session gives legislators the last word as to what
bills can become law without the Governor’s
signature if a two-thirds vote can be gotten
in both houses. Also, the reconvened session
provides an opportunity to correct technical
glitches or provide clarifying language through
amendments suggested by the Governor from

Commentary
the bills that are passed in the
fast-paced legislative sessions.
Social distancing will be strictly adhered to for the session
which will be a challenge for
legislators who are accustomed
to a lot of handshaking and hugging. The House of Delegates will
convene under a temporary tent
covering on capitol grounds that
will provide the space for the 100
members to be at least six feet apart. The Senate of Virginia will meet in a large space at the
Science Museum of Virginia that will accommodate social distancing for its 40 members. The
usual strict requirement that men wear neckties
has been relaxed for apparently ties sweep up
too many germs. The Governor and his staff are
not wearing ties these days. Face masks will be
required, and plenty of hand sanitizer will be
available. It is suggested that members bring
their own lunches.
The Constitution limits the business of the
General Assembly at Reconvened Session to
consideration of the Governor’s amendments
and objections. Of the 1,291 bills presented
to the Governor, he signed 1,188 (92.02 percent), recommended amendments to 102 bills
and vetoed 1 bill. An official summary of the
bills passed during the 2020 General Assembly
session is available at http://dls.virginia.gov/
pubs/summary/2020/summary2020.pdf.
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The effort that legislators have to make to
finish our work for the session pales in comparison to the challenges that people worldwide
face every day during the pandemic. I continue
to be impressed with the ways that social distancing has brought us together. Every day on
social media and other outlets I learn of people
who are sewing masks, running food pantries,
contributing to charities, and doing good deeds
for others. Our medical personnel put their lives
on the line every day and cannot be thanked
enough. On my website, kenplum.com there is
updated information on the pandemic and ways
you can help. Stay safe. I will be heading back
home immediately upon the conclusion of the
one-day session.
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News
Cougars Support Front Line Responders
Oakton High Robotics Team joins forces with Nova
Labs in producing Personal Protection Equipment.
Supervisor Walter Alcorn
(D-Hunter Mill ) holds a
Hunter Mill District Virtual
Budget Town Hall on April 8.

I

n a world where the COVID-19
pandemic
overwhelmed
healthcare capacity and shut
down medical supply chains,
students, mentors and alumni members from Oakton High
School’s Robotics team decided
it was time to do something with
the skills they have. they knew
they could help with the efforts
to supply PPEs (Personal Protective Equipment) to those medical
and front line people in need. The
Robotics team joined forces with
Nova Labs, a community makerspace, and marshaled their personal 3D printers. The first project
was to manufacture adapters for
CPAP machines, turning them into
ventilators to help patients with
COVID-19 breath. This was a specific request that Nova Labs has
received from DC Firefighters and
EMS workers. They then moved on
to the next highest priority project,
making surgical mask straps. These
straps help healthcare workers by
attaching to the elastic on surgical
masks, eliminating the pain that
has developed on the back of their
ears. These are being distributed to
hospitals and other care providers
around the Washington, D.C. area
and as far away as New York, Connecticut, Michigan, and California.
Not every Cougar Robotics team
member has access to 3D printers,
but they wanted to help. So they
took to sewing surgical and N95
mask covers. Many area hospitals
and medical organizations reached
out requesting these, to help keep
surgical and N95 masks clean, so
they can be reused. While this is
not ideal, with medical supplies
being in such high demand and
short supply, the medical field is
trying their best to prolong the
longevity of the supplies they have.
Again, not everyone had a sewing
machine but still wanted to help
with the efforts, so some took to
their irons to make straps out of
regular fabric, so mask production
didn’t come to a halt, with lack of
strap material available.
Just like when they build their
robots, it takes many people doing
their part to be a success. When
word got out about the Robotics
team’s efforts, others from the
Oakton High School community reached out to volunteer their
skills. Now it has really become an
Oakton HS community effort, with
people from the band, lacrosse,
wrestling and crew team helping
out. In just one week, the team
was able to deliver 120 ventilator
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Adam, a high school student
from Vienna, asks a question
to Supervisor Alcorn during
the Hunter Mill District Virtual Town Hall.

Alcorn Holds Virtual
Budget Town Hall

S
Oakton Robotics & Engineering Student at ODU Benjamin Yusman
and Oakton Junior & Robotics Team Build Lead Alexander Yusman
making surgical mask straps.

Oakton Junior and Robotics
Build Team member Corey
Auerbach making adapters
to convert CPAP machines
to ventilators.

Oakton Freshman and Robotics Programming member
Carson Harter making adapters to convert CPAP machines
to ventilators.

Oakton Robotics Programming
Mentor Gwen Harter making
surgical mask straps.

Oakton Robotics Build Mentor
Amy Yusman sewing N-95 and
surgical mask covers.

adapters, 65 N95 mask covers,
65 surgical mask covers, and 127
surgical mask straps. And they’re
still going strong -- 3D printers are
now focusing on printing brackets
to be used on intubation tents for
COVID-19 patients.
It’s a small but mighty effort
that is making a difference. The

Robotics team is excited to be able
to organize these efforts and help
out those that need help during
this time. They have committed to
help Nova labs with the PPE Challenge until there is no more need.
If you want to help the efforts,
visit https://www.nova-labs.org/
ppe-challenge

upervisor Walter Alcorn
(D- Hunter Mill) held the
first-ever Hunter Mill District Virtual Budget Town Hall
on April 8. It featured Christina
Jackson, Director of the Department of Management and Budget for Fairfax County, Alcorn’s
input and a Q &A opportunity.
Data on the screen reported
116 people attended. Jackson
said, “A lot has been stripped
out (of the budget)... It’s almost
like a back to basics budget.”
Alcorn reassured listeners
that his priorities and values
had not changed. “I’m still
committed to helping our most
vulnerable. I’m still committed
to doing everything possible to
address the affordable housing
crisis. I also am committed to
schools... many of the things...
that we were keyed up to do before this public health crisis hit,
I still am committed to doing,”
Alcorn said.
During the Q & A, Marcella
Levin asked Acorn, “Will you
commit to substantially increasing the catastrophic events reserve withdrawals before the
May 2020 COVID-19 peak to
meet social needs. You can
use pending federal funding
to backfill the catastrophic reserve?” Alcorn said, “Yes. I’m
committed basically to doing
everything we possibly can to
help our nonprofits and our
groups that are basically out
there and keeping a lot of our
most vulnerable, alive... housed
and fed.” Alcorn added the crisis also impacted people who
worked with the homeless and
hourly workers as well. “This is
really taking it out on them...
Those hourly workers are hired
by small businesses...They’re
restaurants; they’re service
providers that don’t have the
large pool of capital to keep going during a time like this...I’m
looking at all the opportunities
that we have.”
Adam, a high school student

Christina Jackson, Director of
the Department of Management and Budget for Fairfax
County, gives remarks during
the Hunter Mill Virtual Budget Town Hall.
from Vienna, asked, “ I noticed
there were substantial cuts to a
lot of the environmental investments... I was just wondering
about how these cuts would affect the drive for environmental
sustainability and protection.”
Alcorn said, “In terms of C cap,
and our climate-energy action
plan... I did notice that there
was still some funding for that
included in this budget.” Jackson confirmed while they didn’t
cut environmental funding,
they didn’t increase it. “There’s
still over $900,000, for example, included in environmental projects in our capital program. So the projects that have
already started will be able to
continue. We just didn’t add additional money.”
View the video with Jackson’s 8-minute budget summary, comments from Alcorn and
questions from the public at
https://www.crowdcast.io/e/
hunter-mill-district
Residents can provide testimony on the budget via video,
phone or online for upcoming
budget hearings, scheduled
April 28-30. After a planned
mark-up meeting on May 5,
the Board of Supervisors is expected to adopt the budget on
May 12.
— Mercia Hobson
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Employment
Director, Hotel Compensation Americas: Direct assessment of Hilton’s
hotel compensation competitiveness.
Dsgn., propose, & oversee admin.
of hotels’ mgmt. salary & incentive
prgms. Direct job evals., market pricings, & reviews of hotel mgmt. org.
structure & regional supp. jobs. Must
have exp. in managing comp. & benefits policies, strat., & property incentive plans; developing hotel comp. &
benefits plans for large multi-national/
global hourly employee population;
dsgning comp. structures across
20+ countries; leading pension projects; modeling bonus prgms. & sales
incentive plans; dsgning training to
educ. HR teams. Job in McLean, VA.
Mail cvr. ltr./resume to M. Combs,
Manager of Recruitment Ops., Hilton Domestic Op. Co., 7930 Jones
Branch Drive, McLean, VA, 22102.

Employment

Real Estate Appraiser - Job in
DC. Insp. Properties, search
comp. rent, expense & sales
records in competitive mkt.
from DB. Anal. leases & finan.
stmts. Build prop. models in
ARGUS sys. & run val. & $ flow
anal. Must have knwl. of RE site
valuations, mkt. anal., dvpt. &
finan. models, mkt. data, asset
invest., S&D factor anal., exper.
w/ARGUS; trainee license in
MD, VA or DC. Req. travel to
DC, VA, MD. Mail: CV, cvr ltr &
work sample to E. Simmons,
Archstone Appraisal Group,
1629 K St, NW, DC 20006.

Employment

Forget Daily
Commuting
Print and digital media
sales consultant for area’s
most popular and trusted
local news source
Manage your own hours from home
Enjoyfexibleschedule
plusnodailycommute
Helplocalbusinessesgrow
Uniqueopportunitytobea
voiceinyourcommunity
Competitivecompensation
Call Jerry Vernon

703-549-0004
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Landscape designer
Lynley Ogilvie with
plants for fundraiser
for SHARE.

Photo contributed

McLean Landscape Designer
Raises $5,000 for SHARE

L

ynley Ogilvie has a long history of volunteer
service to the McLean community through her
church and local schools. Inspired by her children’s desire to help those in need because of
the COVID-19 pandemic, Ogilvie realized she could
use her connections as a landscape designer to raise
money for a local food bank which was overwhelmed
with the demand for services from needy citizens.
She went to work planning a fundraiser and finished
by raising $5,000 for SHARE, the McLean-based nonprofit that serves the emergency needs of local citizens.
“Several neighbors mentioned to me that they
wanted pretty plants to brighten their gardens but
were hesitant to go to the garden center,” Ogilvie
said. “When I asked my son George to help me deliver plants, he suggested we have a plant sale to benefit
SHARE.” She added, “My daughter, Jayne, thought
that was a great idea and both kids offered to help.
We’re not medical professionals, and we can’t sew
face masks, but this family knows plants, and it was
a nice way to bring joy to people while raising money
for a wonderful organization.”
Ogilvie, owner of Lynley Ogilvie Landscape Design,
contacted one of her plant suppliers, Babikow Wholesale Nursery in Baltimore, Md., about her idea for a
plant sale and then put together a list of spring plants,
including native perennials and annuals. She emailed
neighbors and friends in the McLean area and was
overwhelmed when 91 of her neighbors purchased
plants. Lynley worked with her children, George and
Jayne, both students at McLean High School, to organize the pick up of plants from her house while following the guidelines for safe distancing set forth by
the Centers for Disease Control.

Vienna Police Highlights

From Page 2

Police Service -- 200 Block
Park Terrace Court, SE April 11,
11:50 p.m. A resident reported
on-going issues with a relative
who lives with her. The resident
was advised of the eviction process should she wish to remove
the relative from her home.
Two of the relative’s friends,
who were at the home, were
trespassed from the residence.
Destruction of Property -7-11 427 Maple Avenue, East
April 12, 6:10 p.m. The owner
of the store reported damage to
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“Lynley did some work in our yard a couple years
ago that was beautiful,” said McLean resident Laurie
Plishker. “So when I saw that she and her kids were
doing a plant sale for SHARE, I knew I would get
quality plants, as well as the right ones to be planting
now,” she added. “The fact that the proceeds would
benefit SHARE was even better.”
SHARE president Don Frickel said that the group
celebrated its 50th anniversary in 2019.
“We have been helping our neighbors all these years
because of generous people in our community like
Lynley Ogilvie,” Frickel said. “We are so grateful on
behalf of our clients for the giving spirit of our community,” he added. “We are the conduit, but people
like Lynley are the source of this community’s caring
response to our hurting neighbors.”
SHARE Inc. is a 501(c)(3) all-volunteer nonprofit corporation providing emergency assistance since
1969 to the less fortunate in McLean and nearby areas of Northern Virginia. The organization’s food and
clothing donation rooms are housed in the McLean
Baptist Church.
Local businesses, schools, churches and synagogues
usually collect food during Easter and Passover and
SHARE is feeling the loss of those donated items. The
group asks McLean residents to take time to think
about neighbors in need and consider donating to
SHARE.
A list of most wanted items can be found at https://
www.shareofmclean.org/. Additional ways to donate are listed on SHARE’S Facebook page located
at
https://www.facebook.com/ShareOfMclean/.
SHARE is not accepting clothing, shoes, or household
items at this time.

one of the front glass doors.
Domestic Dispute -- Mill Street,
SE April 12, 6:29 p.m. Officers responded to a custody dispute. The
two parties eventually reached an
agreement.
Missing Juvenile -- 100 Block
Patrick Street, SE April 13, 9:50
p.m. A resident reported that her
daughter left home stating she
wanted to go to her aunt’s house.
After searching the area for the
child she was later found safe with
her aunt in Arlington.
Police Service -- Park Street, SE
April 14, 2:22 p.m. An employee
at a doctor’s office requested extra

patrol in the area due to an ongong domestic issue with her
estranged husband.
Juvenile Case -- 400 Block
John Marshall Drive, NE April
14 6:09 p.m. An officer responded to the report of two people
trespassing at a construction
site. The officer located a juvenile and his girlfriend, who were
in their vehicle, consuming alcohol. The juvenile was also found
in possession of marijuana and
tobacco products. The parents of
both parties responded to take
custody of their children. Petitions are pending in this case.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Bulletin
Submit civic/community announcements at
ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos
and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at
noon, at least two weeks before event.
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KIRBY ROAD CLOSED APRIL 21-24

Kirby Road (Route 695) at Claiborne Drive
(Route 5739) will be closed (weather permitting) from 9 a.m. Tuesday, April 21 to 3 p.m.
Friday, April 24 to replace a culvert, according to the Virginia Department of Transportation. Those needing to reach properties along
Kirby Road will have access; however, traffic
will not be able to go beyond the point of
pipe replacement in either direction.
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Winter Cleanup...

SPRING CLASSES GO ONLINE

The Arts of Great Falls Spring Art Classes are
adapting to the times and going online. Jill
Banks has classes starting this week. Jennifer
Duncan’s class and Joyce Lee’s mini session
start next week. Additional classes from
Elizabeth Floyd, and JJ Singh. are scheduled
for May. Using Zoom, teachers have discovered ways to make the experience great and
add additional features to their courses. Visit
the website: https://greatfallsart.org/adultsspring/

IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS

TILE / MARBLE

TILE / MARBLE

GOVERNOR EXTENDS BUSINESS RESTRICTIONS

Gov. Ralph Northam has announced the extension of Executive Order 53, which bans
crowds or more than 10 people; closes
recreation, entertainment and personal care
businesses; and limits restaurants to offering
takeout and delivery services only, until May
8. The order was extended to allow physical
distancing, and other measures shown to be
slowing the spread of COVID-19, to continue.
Extending the order also allows state officials
to evaluate the situation and plan for how to
ease restrictions so businesses may eventually
operate without endangering public health.
Executive Order 55 (requiring Virginians
to stay at home unless they must leave for
essential services) remains in effect until June
10.

MARRIAGE LICENSES GO VIRTUAL

Patios & Drainage
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500

J.E.S. Services
Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured
• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

Sign up for

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
to any or all of our 15 papers

www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe
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“I know! I know!”
Many of the students
were eager to answer
“Mr. Jefferson’s” (Bill
Barker) questions
during the living
history assembly at
Armstrong Elementary.
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Gov. Ralph Northam announced that Virginia’s
collaborative efforts to release low-level
offenders from local and regional jails in response to the COVID-19 pandemic are working, and the administration’s guidelines have
been effective in decreasing the jail population. On March 19, Northam issued guidance
to local criminal justice officials, calling for
them to consider proactive measures to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 while ensuring
public safety. The Northam administration
issued a joint statement with local public
safety agencies, including the Virginia Sheriffs
Association (VSA), the Virginia Association
of Commonwealth’s Attorneys (VACA), the
Virginia Indigent Defense Commission (IDC),
and the Virginia Association of Regional Jails
(VARJ).
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Beginning April 15, a new “Virtual Marriage
License” appointment program will be the
exclusive way to get a marriage license from
the Fairfax Circuit Court Clerk’s Office during
the COVID-19 pandemic. Using the Clerk of
Circuit Court’s existing “preApp” technology,
a couple can prepare their marriage license
application in their home and schedule a
time to appear by Webex to take their oath
before a deputy clerk of court. An e-signature
tool has been added. Applicants must have
a computer, smartphone or tablet with a
microphone and camera, along with internet
access. Plus they need an email address/
account for both the preApp and the Webex
appointment. Contact Gerarda Culipher, Chief
Deputy Clerk, at 703-246-4111.

Since I’m not doing the food and pharmacy
out-of-the-house shopping anymore, as I have
for the last 40 years (as I may have mentioned in
last week’s column: “Money For What”) I am no
longer in control of what we buy and how much
we spend. The pandemic and my upcoming
thyroid cancer treatment have combined to
empower my wife, Dina, to set fairly strict guidelines. Primarily that I am to stay put in the house
ALL THE TIME and that during my isolation, she
will fill the purchasing vacuum. The effect being
that all my years of experience reducing our
grocery expenses has led to this: we’re paying
re, re, retail for nearly all of our purchases. Not
impoverished because of it but not very happy
about it either.
I derived a certain pleasure in wandering
around the stores, advertising circular and
coupon book in hand, looking for sale items,
checking the 50% off/discontinued merchandise
rack, occasionally looking at the day-old bakery
cabinet, using miscellaneous paper and digital
coupons, buying in bulk/quantity, getting rain
checks when products were sold out, as well
as being open to any other in-store incentives
I might find. The process, as tedious as it may
sound, was not nearly so for me, especially considering that over the course of a year, according
to the stores’ own online tally, I saved the Lourie
family business upwards of $1,000. Now it
seems as if we’re paying it all back since product
availability — due to pandemic pressures, has
often laid waste to the stores’ shelves. And also
laid waste to stores’ interest in offering products
on sale. And why should they? Consumers are
buying anything they can get their hands on,
price be damned.
Moreover, the stores themselves, at least the
ones where I have been a regular buyer, are
providing fewer digital coupons on their sites
than ever before and the advertising circulars, typically 10 to 14 pages, have now been
reduced by one half or so. In addition, there are
also fewer coupon inserts in the Sunday newspaper editions. The net effect of this is that the
supermarket/pharmacy budget has been blown
to smithereens. And the outlook for the future
(immediate future anyway) is more of the same,
or rather less, if you catch my drift.
Now further combine the fact that yours truly,
a strategic shopper of some repute is not doing
the in-store shopping anymore, and perhaps
you can do the metaphorical math. Can you say
through the roof? Let me be clear; this situation
has nothing to do with control. It has to do with
cash flow. I feel as if we’re being taken advantage of, like we’re sitting ducks almost, and
there’s not a thing I can do about any of it other
than to take solace in the fact that our stimulus
checks will most definitely have somewhere to
go, even if I don’t.
Still, I realize there are many others who
are not complaining about what they’re paying
for groceries because they’re too busy trying to
make withdrawals from their local food bank.
I would imagine their challenge is identical to
mine, only much worse: hoping to find necessary items in limited supply without the proper
money and means to do so. Means, unfortunately which are not leading to satisfactory
ends. Ends which will either bust their budgets,
overwhelm public-type assistance or swell credit
card balances; thereby increasing future minimum payments and exacerbating pressures to
even make monthly payments. A vicious circle
and cycle if there ever was one, or two.
But I don’t have one or two so I am very
lucky. Now I do have two types of cancer but
that wasn’t the point of this column. The point
was more narrow than that. It was simply to
make a little fun at a predicament not of my own
choosing but one that is impacting my life and
totally out of my control. I wouldn’t say that it’s
food for thought but it is something to chew on.
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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