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NEWS
Marijuana Decriminalized July

Will decriminalization of marijuana stop inequitable treatment for communities of color?

By KEN MOORE
THE CONNECTION

ho is more likely to be

charged, asked Braddock Su-

pervisor James Walkinshaw.

An executive of a defense con-
tractor smoking marijuana on his deck over-
looking woods in Clifton or Great Falls, or
the Black teen or young adult walking down
Route One in Mount Vernon, or on a street
in Annandale or Culmore sections of Fairfax
County?

“Correct me, if I'm wrong, but I think the
math that you read last time basically said
that 30 to 40 percent of the annual marijua-
na arrests in the county are of African Amer-
icans over the last several years. To note for
everyone, the African American population
in Fairfax is about 10 percent,” Walksinshaw
said to Fairfax County Police Chief Edwin C.
Roessler Jr. during Legislative Committee
meetings of the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors earlier this year.

Fairfax County Police arrested 3,070 peo-
ple last year for possession of marijuana.
Black people were arrested 1,266 times and
white people were arrested 1,713 times. In
2018, Fairfax County Police made 4,298 ar-
rests for marijuana possession. Black people
were arrested 1,624 times; white people
were arrested 2,466 times.

But Black people make up less than 10
percent of the population.

“We’ve peeled back those numbers and
it is disproportional,” said Roessler. “When
you pull it back and you start looking at the
zip codes of where people are coming from
and the demographics of the county, it’s dis-
proportionate across the board, any which
way we slice it.

“African American males and Hispanics
are disproportionately charged, any way you
look at it,” Roessler said.

“We know Black and white people are
using marijuana at the same rates,” Walkin-
shaw said. “There’s no reason to believe it’s
any different here in Fairfax.”

ON JULY 1, VIRGINIA JOINS 26 states and
Washington D.C. in ceasing to jail people for
possessing small amounts of cannabis. Gov.
Ralph Northam signed SB 2 into law in May.

Possession of up to an ounce of marijuana
will be punishable by a civil fine of up to $25
instead of a criminal charge that could mean
up to 30 days in jail and up to a $500 fine.
The bill prohibits employers from requiring
applicants to disclose marijuana possession
charges.

The General Assembly tabled bills on le-
galizing marijuana possession, and work-
groups will conduct one- and two-year
studies that include inequitable treatment of
Black people.

But, in the meantime, will Black people
continue to be charged disproportionately
even though it’s now a civil penalty rather
than a criminal charge?

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Kathy Smith, Sully Supervisor

“I would say many years ago when the
laws were put in place about marijuana
some of the effect was to affect certain
populations. I think it’s inequitable.”

Pat Herrity, Springfield Supervisor

“I would like to see the data of people
who have gone to jail for possession of
marijuana. I think we should have the
numbers.”

“The scenario I described would also ap-
ply to decriminalization. The executive on
the back porch in Clifton is not going to
be found and fined for possession of mar-
ijjuana,” said Walkinshaw. “We may reduce
some of the equity issues and the harm that
is done, but it doesn’t eliminate it. So that is
another challenge that we will continue to
deal with.”

Walkinshaw wants the Chief of Police to
report data at least two times a year to the
Board rather than annually so there is the
ability to make adjustments throughout the
year.

“THERE IS, related to our country’s history
of the War on Drugs, a disproportional pat-
tern of enforcement,” said Karla Bruce, Chief
Equity Officer for Fairfax County.
“Specifically, there was a disproportionate
harmful impact on communities of color,
specifically African Americans and Latinos,”
said Bruce. “When you have a criminal re-
cord, you definitely risk your economic secu-
rity, you're at greater risk for not being able

VIEWPOINTS

John Foust, Dranesville Supervisor

“I think possession of small quantities of
marijuana has caused a lot of problems for
a lot of people.”

Edwin C. Roessler Jr., Fairfax County
Chief of Police
“African American males and Hispanics

are disproportionately charged, any way
you look at it.”

to support yourself or your family. That can
start a vicious cycle that I think should be
taken under consideration. The other thing
is it can sometimes prohibit you from being
able to access professional licenses, educa-
tional opportunities, and government assis-
tance.”

More people were arrested for marijuana
in the United States in 2018 than in 2015,
despite eight states legalizing or decriminal-
izing during that time. In every state that
has decriminalized marijuana, black people
are still more likely to be cited for posses-
sion.

“There are some human components here
that we also have to think about,” said Lee
Supervisor Rodney L. Lusk, who chairs the
Board’s public safety committee, where
oversight of this issue will continue. “The
long term impacts of the decisions we are
making might go on for generations. Person-
ally that’s not a place I want to be. I want to
be changing and improving people’s lives for
the better.”

Rodney L. Lusk, Lee Supervisor
“The long term impacts of the decisions
we are making might go on for generations.
I want to be changing and improving peo-

ple’s lives for the better.”

/ \
Karla Bruce, Chief Equity Officer

“The term marijuana actually has equity
implications. The term was adopted in the
1930s to create the most public anxiety in
order to encourage the prohibition of its
use.”

James Walkinshaw, Braddock Supervisor
“If you’re African American or HIspanic
you're more likely to be arrested than if you
look like me or like the Chairman here. And
even in a place where we are committed to
diversity and we have a department and a
chief that is committed to it, we still have

that challenge.”
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OPINION
Preventing the Callous in Young Black America

By GEVAR BONHAM

rowing up in Birmingham, Ala., I re-
call playing in the basement of 16th
Street Baptist Church. The same
church that was bombed in 1963
by the KKK, killing four young Black girls and
injuring dozens. The weight of that experience
playing where people lost their lives is one of
many that released a strain of trauma already
ingrained in my DNA as a Black man.

I consider myself a first-generation child of
the post-civil rights era. My parents, who direct-
ly experienced Jim Crow, redlining and segre-
gation, moved the family to the predominantly
white suburbs in search of opportunities and
high performing schools for their children.

But our experiences were not the same as our
white peers. At ten years old, I remember walk-
ing past our car in the driveway to find egg-
shells and yolk blasted on the windshield and
the word “n****r” written in paint. The feeling

of being unwelcome in Hoover City was the be-
ginning of a callous we develop as young Black
children, and the threat in my own neighbor-
hood made it thicken.

I learned early on that not everyone views
you as equal, or even human. The callous you
develop turns into self-policing. Don’t say too
much. Monitor your physical presence and ac-
tions to appear non threatening. The timestamp
on a store receipt can prove your innocence if ac-
cused of a crime. This takes a heavy toll mental-
ly, physically and emotionally but this is how we
have learned to navigate an oppressive system.

Two years ago, my then 11-year-old son be-
gan his journey into callousness. Innocence be-
gan its departure, catalyzed by his first police
encounter -- resulting from a schoolmate’s false
allegation. It was devastating to now be an ob-
server as history began to repeat itself. Attempts
to reconcile with the accuser were ignored as if
this behavior is acceptable. These compound-
ed situations bind such trauma to our DNA —

white America moves on with blissful ignorance
of the broken pieces we'’re left to quietly mend
in isolation.

It's unfair and unjust, but I am hopeful for
my sons. Black communities are no longer fight-
ing for justice and equity alone. Our allies are a
diverse group of individuals and corporations,
who have resonated globally. For the first time
I am hopeful that we’re poised for a reckoning
with our nation’s sordid history. We must keep
our foot on the gas. Systemic change is tangi-
ble, if we can sustain engagement. Just as we
didn’t arrive here overnight, healing through
restoration and reparation will require sacrifice
and stamina.

Gevar Bonham is IT Systems Administrator,
United Way of the National Capital Area and
resident of Alexandria. This piece is part of a
collection of stories told by African American
male colleagues at United Way NCA. To hear
more, please visit: https://unitedwaynca.pod-
bean.com/e/we-are-not-okay-1593038482/

A Teacher’s Take on the Reopening of Schools

By HELEN MONDLOCH

teach high school English in Fairfax County

Public Schools. A number of teachers from

across the county suggested I share the fol-
lowing concerns with the community about the
plan for reopening schools next month.

Many of us fear that the primary objective of
in-person school -- a richer, more personal and
dynamic learning environment -- will be sharp-
ly undercut by the need for distancing, masks,
constant disinfecting, not to mention constant
reminders to students to adhere to protocols.
The result will likely be a sterile, even oppres-
sive environment where kids are mostly work-
ing solo on their laptops. Wouldn’t they be do-
ing the same from home without all the stress,
expense, and health risks of in-person school?

Personally, despite the challenges inherent to
virtual teaching, I had a decent experience this

spring. My English classes read works by Fred-
erick Douglass, Poe, Sojourner Truth, and oth-
ers. We did a bit of research on the coronavirus.
We wrote analysis and reflection and poetry. I
felt like we learned something. My journalism
class managed to publish two more issues of the
newspaper.

The frustrations I experienced stemmed
mostly from issues that (I believe) could be
mitigated in a new school year. I'm talking
about occasional technical issues (like bad
sound), the brevity of teaching sessions, and
the fact that student work was optional. Try-
ing to teach a group of shadows -- since most
kids opted to keep their cameras off -- was
also a challenge. But again, I think we could
find ways to overcome these stumbling blocks
come August.

FCPS teachers have been sharing other con-
cerns about the hybrid teaching plan: When

Send Photos for the Pet Connectlon

The Pet Connection, a twice-yearly special
edition, will publish the last week of July,
and photos and stories of your pets with
you and your family should be submitted by
Thursday, July 23.

We invite you to send stories about your
pets, photos of you and your family with your
cats, dogs, llamas, alpacas, ponies, hamsters,
snakes, lizards, frogs, rabbits, or whatever
other creatures share your life with you.

Tell us the story of a special bond between
a child and a dog, the story of how you came
to adopt your pet, or examples of amazing
feats of your creatures.

Just a cute photo is fine too. Our favorite
pictures include both pets and humans.

Please tell us a little bit about your crea-
ture, identify everyone in the photo, give
a brief description of what is happening in
the photo, and include address and phone
number (we will not publish your address or

4 <%

PHOTO BY SUSAN LAUME/THECONNECTION
Robert Reed enjoys the company and a
walking assist from canine friends.

phone number, just your town name).
Email to editors@connectionnewspapers.
com or submit online at www.connection-
newspapers.com/pets.
For advertising information, email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com or call
703-778-9431.
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the inevitable COVID cases turn up in our
schools, how do we assure a smooth transition
to virtual learning? Will there be huge delays
and roadblocks, as we experienced in April?
Will the instability and uncertainty cause more
stress compared to a stable schedule of learn-
ing online?

Can the school system guarantee adequate
PPE, including sanitizers and disinfectant
wipes? What if we see another general short-
age of these supplies? How will students social
distance in the restrooms, or wash hands ade-
quately with sink faucets that cut off after a few
seconds?

The thought of students eating lunch in the
classroom sparks particular concern, given that
masks will come off and students will want to
congregate and socialize. Will teachers ever
have a break if kids are eating in our rooms,
and we are scrambling to clean during six-min-
ute pass periods?

Will we be able to display warmth and com-
passion to our students, and above all, teach
effectively?

What about the sub shortage that posed vex-
ing problems in our pre-COVID environment?
Faced, inevitably, with even fewer subs next fall,
and given the need for social distancing, what
will we do with classes that have no coverage
and cannot be combined?

And let’s not forget the bigger picture: Will
the likely rise in COVID cases stemming from
in-person schools — potential breeding grounds
of “super-spreaders” -- burden our hospitals and
help prolong the economic misery caused by
shutdowns?

Finally, is it really honest to say teachers have
a “choice” of whether to teach in person or on-
line, if the latter means we may face negative
repercussions with regard to teaching preps and
the security of our current position?

These are pressing questions which FCPS has
failed to address. There are many more.

Helen Mondloch is Honors English 11 Team
Leader and Journalism Teacher/Watchdog Ad-
visor at Westfield High School.
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BULLETIN

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork wel-
come. Deadline is Thursday at noon,
at least two weeks before the event.

FAIRFAX CITY INTRODUCES
OUTDOOR DINING EXPERIENCE

CITY SQUARE

The City of Fairfax and the Fairfax City
Economic Development Authority
have launched a new street-side
dining concept in Old Town Fairfax
called City Square on July 1, 2020.
City Square will be open from 11
a.m. to 10 p.m. daily throughout
the summer and consists of two
locations, with a total of six out-
door seating areas along University
Drive and Main Street.

GUNSTON HALL TO REOPEN

GROUNDS

Since its COVID-19 closure on March
14, the staff at George Mason’s
Gunston Hall has developed nu-
merous opportunities to bring the
“museum experience” to families
across the country including web
page content, live stream events,
and videos. Now, with the latest
announcement of reduced restric-
tions, Gunston Hall will reopen
starting with the public reopening
of its grounds. Beginning Friday,
July 3, Gunston Hall will reopen its
grounds to the public. The grounds
will be open from 9:30 a.m. - 6
p.m. daily. Guests may remit a con-
tactless payment of $5 per person,
either cash or credit card. Guests
are encouraged to purchase tickets
in advance at www.GunstonHall.
org.
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The Pet Connection

will publish on July 29
and photos and stories
of your pets with you and
your family should be
submitted by July 23.

This edition provides a great advertising opportunity to
reach pet owners where they live in a section sure to
attract and hold their attention - be sure to take
advantage of our different advertising options.

For Print & Digital Advertising Information:
Please Call 703.778.9431
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NEWS

An FCPS employee
prepares a classroom
for In-Person Instruc-
tion with Social Dis-
tancing, one of two
plans for academic
year 2020-21.

SCREENSHOT FCPS

¥ Q&A on Back to School

Superintendent takes

questions at Virtual
Town Hall.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

CPS hosted a virtual Town Hall Meeting on

July 6, to answer questions about its two Re-

turn to School Plans-Full-time Online Instruc-

tion Details or In-Person Instruction with
Social Distancing Details. Superintendent Scott Bra-
brand said, “Our kids need us to return to school in a
responsible, safe manner... And we are returning to
school, empowering you to make the choice of what’s
best for your child, and for your family.”

Brabrand announced the school system extended
the deadline for plan choice from July 10 to July 15
and that he would recommend to the school board on
Thursday to push back the first day of school to Sept.
8. “Our teachers and staff would still come back at
their normal times,” he said.

Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services
Sloan Presidio and director of the office of special ed-
ucation procedural support Jane Strong joined Bra-
brand. Questions covered various topics, including
the switching choices, safety, curriculum, technology
and extracurricular activities.

Q&A

What if my child isn’t thriving in a virtual or in-per-
son setting?

Brabrand: We're building two completely different
school systems... for a whole year...We can’t simply
have a preference to change back and forth week to
week, month to month.

How, are you going to track the testing for the coro-
navirus if children are showing symptoms?

Brabrand: A student that comes in not wearing a
mask will be subject to a temperature check... Any kid
that presents with concerns... will be sent down to the
school clinic. If they make an assessment that there
are concerns, they will be sent to an isolation room...
Parents will be... asked to come as expediently as pos-
sible to pick up their child. According to Brabrand,
the County is committing to hiring 200 more contact
tracers for the schools.

How will they ensure each teacher at high schools
and middle schools sanitize all desks and chairs in the
5-8-minute periods rotation of students?

Brabrand: I would not be honest as superintendent
to tell you that every time your child changes classes
that the desks will be wiped.

What online platforms will be used for virtual op-
tions?

Brabrand: We're going to continue to use Black-
board Collaborate Ultra... We will also allow Google...

G # BURKE / FAIRFAX / FAIRFAX STATION/CLIFTON/LORTON / SPRINGFIELD # JuLy 9-15, 2020

FCPS
FCPS Superintendent Scott S. Brabrand answers
questions at the July 6 Return to School virtual
Town Hall Meeting.

and we will be piloting a new platform Schoology.

I'm wondering about the Academy:.

Brabrand: We have no plans to cancel the Acade-
my Programs... Academies offer very unique courses
that will be dependent-based on whether the teacher
is returning and, in the manner, that the teacher is
returning.

Children...may not get every elective class that they
wanted.

I want to know about sports, Marching Band, and
extracurricular activities.

Brabrand: The Department of Education is working
with the Virginia High School League... No decision
has been made yet about high school sports. We have
allowed conditioning to resume for fall sports.

What standards will be implemented to monitor
student and staff physical and mental wellness?

Brabrand: We have a protocol in place where we
look at student data around absences... We've already
identified... children and those families who weren’t
able to connect as much with teachers.

“I will continue to do everything I can to reach out
to this community and give you the honest truth as
best that I can, with all the information that I can.
That is my commitment to you today, tonight, tomor-
row and for the year ahead,” said Brabrand.

THE WEEK BEFORE, Fairfax County Federation of
Teachers, Fairfax Education Association and Associ-
ation of Fairfax Professional Educators issued a joint
statement. “Our educators are overwhelmingly not
comfortable returning to schools,” said Trina Williams,
President of Fairfax County Federation of Teachers. “It
is absolutely unacceptable that FCPS has established an
arbitrary deadline for employees and students to make
decisions about the next school year without adequate
data or specific information,” said Becca Ferrick, Pres-
ident of Association of Fairfax Professional Educators.
“We believe our community as a whole should not
return to in-person learning until a vaccine or treat-
ment is widely available for COVID-19, said Kimberly
Adams, President of the Fairfax Education Association.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



NEWS

Data Proves Black People Treated Differently

Arrests of Black people disproportional in every police district in the county.

f all arrests made by police
officers in the county, Black
people are arrested 38.54
percent of the time. Black
people are targets of police use of force
45.63 percent of the time in the county.
Black people make up less than 10 per-
cent of the population. Black people are
arrested and the subject of police force
disproportionately more.

The data speaks for itself:

« In the Fair Oaks Police District, Black
people were arrested 43.79 percent of
the time but make up 7.22 percent of the
population.

< In the Franconia Police District,
Black people were arrested 41.65 per-
cent of the time but make up 16.76 per-
cent of the population.

< In the Mason Police District, Black
people were arrested 54.08 percent of
the time but make up 10.8 percent of the
population.

« In the McLean Police District, Black peo-
ple were arrested 43.34 percent of the time
but make up 4.69 percent of the population.

< In the Mount Vernon Police District,
Black people were arrested 41.63 percent
of the time but make up 16.84 percent of

Black People as a Percentage of...

I Population by Fairfax County Police District [l Total FCPD Arrests
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SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.FAIRFAXCOUNTY.GOV/POLICE/REPORTS/ARREST-DATA

the population.

« In the Reston Police District, Black peo-
ple were arrested 33.04 percent of the time
but make up 8.24 percent of the population.

¢ In the Sully Police District, Black people
were arrested 23.09 percent of the time but

make up 7.3 percent of the population.

« In the West Springfield Police District,
Black people were arrested 25.54 percent
of the time but make up 8.1 percent of the
population.

< Countywide, Black people are arrested

38.54 percent of the time although they
make up 9.73 percent of the population.

The Ad Hoc Police Practices Review
Commission made explicit recommen-
dations with regard to the public avail-
ability of such data, said Phillip A. Nied-
zielski-Eichner, who served on the ad hoc
commission and is the Providence plan-
ning commissioner.

“The Board of Supervisors and Police
leadership agreed with these recommen-
dations. Nearly five years after comple-
tion of the Ad Hoc Commission’s work,
the data released and the Department’s
requirement to manually generate these
reports, indicates that, while progress is
being made, it is slow in how it is gen-
erated and inadequate in its format,” he
said.

Latinx people weren’t even accounted
for in the latest round of data offered by

police, mentioned only in traffic stops.
See  https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/po-
lice/reports/arrest-data

— KEN MOORE,
THE CONNECTION

HARMONY AT
SPRING HILL
THANKS YOU.

We are incredibly grateful to our
residents, families and associates for your
patience and support in recent months.

INn these challenging times, your trust
has allowed us to do what we do

best - deliver peace of mind in a safe,
supportive, and comforting environment.

Learn more or schedule a tour

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Family Serving Families

Harmony

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

www.HarmonyAtSpringHill.com

“a

at Spring Hill

571.348.0575

(Sl
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Zach Schumacher, a stu- -
dent from Burke (right) _'"7/
and friends came to bike 7
on the Burke Lake trails. ;

PHoTOS BY JESs KIRBY/

THE CONNECTION

Enjoying Weekend in
Burke Lake Park

By JEess KIRBY
THE CONNECTION

ver the Fourth of July weekend, many
area residents visited Burke Lake Park to
relax, have fun and celebrate Indepen-
dence Day with friends and family.

Despite the park not hosting July Fourth celebra-
tions or specials, Burke resident and marina employee
Stephen Weisweaver said that many visited over the
weekend.

“We did have a lot of people coming in and rent-
ing boats, but for the most part it was a steady flow
throughout the day,” he said.

Many other activities were available, such as disc
golf, biking and a socially distant train ride through
the woods, providing a way for people to get outside
safely.

“We were bored at our house so we came out to ride
bikes, and we were talking about possibly getting a
boat to ride around the lake later,” said Zach Schum-
acher, a student from Burke. “They come on the trails
quite a bit and I haven’t been yet.”

“We have visitors from Texas and this is one of the
family’s favorite spots, so we came here,” said Mary
Dohrman of Fairfax.

A preschool teacher, Millie Rios, brought her family
from Chantilly to enjoy the park.

“We wanted to know more about the picnic and
campground area, and one of my kids loves fishing,”
she said.

The marina has also taken precautions to prevent

Burke Lake Park on July 4 weekend
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Some visitors enjoyed rentmg boats.

the spread of COVID-19.

“I assist people in getting in and out of the water
and I make sure that everyone is safe while using their
boats,” Weisweaver said. “Things are not running as
usual. We usually don’t have partitions telling people
where to go and we’re having to sanitize all the boats
as they come in and sanitize all of people’s lifejackets.”

Though many visited the park during the festive
weekend, some chose to celebrate July Fourth at
home.

“We had a big family dinner together, plus we had
two invited guests who are brother- and sister-in-law
of our host, Michael, and then we did fireworks,” said
Dohrman.

“I lit off fireworks and went over to a close friend’s
house,” said Schumacher.

Miliie Rios ‘(secomli.fron‘.l right)wanddfamily eame
from Chantilly to fish and picnic.

PHOTOS BY BONNIE HOBBS/THE CONNECTION
Representing American Legion Post 177 and VFW Post 8469
are (from left) Jeff White, Marcus Kuiper, Joe Christadore,
Fred Ferguson, Hank Roeder and Sang Yi.

Fairfax City’s July 4th
Wave Parade

Since Fairfax City couldn’t hold its usual, gigantic Fourth of July
parade, with large crowds, this year, it instead held a much small-
er parade, traveling through the neighborhoods while residents
waved at the participants.

Firefighters, pblice and doctors are represented on this salute
to America’s superheroes.

One of the planes from the Flying Circus Airshow.

Motofcyclists from Patriot .Harley-De.lvidson riding on Univer-
sity Drive.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



NEWS

Fairfax City Officials
Sworn In Online

Meyer recounts outgoing
Council’s accomplishments.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

Ithough it had to be done
virtually this year, Fair-
fax City’s Mayor, Coun-
cil and School Board
were officially sworn in, last Tues-
day, June 30. City Clerk Melanie
Crowder gave the oaths of office to
Mayor David Meyer
and  Councilmem-
bers Janice Miller,
Sang Yi, So Lim, Jon
Stehle, Tom Ross
and Joe Harmon.

And Gerarda Cul-
lipher, chief dep-
uty clerk of Fair-
fax County Circuit
Court, swore in
School Board mem-
bers Jon Buttram,
Mitch  Sutterfield,
Toby Sorensen, Bob Reinsel and
Carolyn Pitches. Then Meyer
thanked the voters and said all
those elected bring a broad range
of talents to their jobs.

“Every two years we choose
among our neighbors and friends,
individuals who will make deci-
sions about our future,” he said.
“It’'s done openly, and without fear
of intimidation, in fair and honest
elections. We should never be com-
placent about this.”

MEYER then listed some of the
accomplishments of the outgoing
Council, including:

% Adoption of a new, Compre-
hensive Plan and two Small Area
plans - the City’s roadmaps for the
future — which create greater cer-
tainty for residents and the invest-
ment community;

< Adoption of an Affordable
Housing Ordinance, aimed at pro-
viding more equitable housing op-
portunities for people with limited
incomes;

% The City garnered $130 mil-
lion in new transportation funds.
It also completed the $43 million
Fairfax Boulevard/Chain Bridge
Road project, after 18 years of
planning and several years of con-
struction. And it approved a new,
sidewalk policy to make Fairfax
more connected;

« Began constructing Fire Sta-
tion 33 — the City’s first, new, fire
station in 45 years. And the Fire
Department received national ac-
creditation;

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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David Meyér

% Finished construction of the
state-of-the-art, Police Firearms
Training Center;

% West Drive Property Yard: Af-
ter 70 years, the City and county
reached an agreement to relocate
the county’s industrial operation
outside the City. These 4 acres will
be remediated and available for fu-
ture, public use;

% Opened a dog
park at the former
Westmore School
site; and

% Started a suc-
cessful composting
program to reduce
the waste stream.

“Much of the hard
work for all of these
things is due to the
dedication and com-
mitment of our City
employees,” said
Meyer. “They work tirelessly ev-
ery day on our behalf, and we are
immensely grateful for the service
ethic, honesty, creativity and sup-
port they exhibit every day to make
our City’s operations and services
more effective and efficient.”

However, he added, “We’re also
facing some unprecedented chal-
lenges. The COVID-19 pandemic
is far from over, and we continue
to discern the most optimal choic-
es in moving forward to keep our
citizens safe and support our local
businesses.”

FURTHERMORE, said Meyer, “The
national demands for great social
justice and equity have found
many voices in our City, right in
our own neighborhoods, faith
communities and civic and cultur-
al organizations. The elected lead-
ership has heard these demands
for change, loud and clear. We will
address them at our July planning
meeting and will create a frame-
work and process by which we
can collectively assess and decide
what changes to make, and when,
where and how.”

He told the residents that what-
ever the City does will be consis-
tent with the community’s core
values. “These challenging discus-
sions will occur in an open, trans-
parent, collaborative and respect-
ful manner that is inclusive and
reflects the diversity we all affirm,”
said Meyer.

SEE SWEARING-IN, PAGE 11

Melanie Crowder swearing in Joe Harmon.

Melanie Crowder swearing in Tom Ross.

CoMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

JUBILEECHRISTIANCENTER

“Loving People to Life”
Worship Gathering - Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM
Sun. Evening - Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night - Wednesday 7:15 PM
Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups
Visit our Website: jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PAsTor 703-383-1170

To Advertise Your
Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

* Electrical (ELE) Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

e Gas Fitting (GFC) Since 1999 10% down
* Heating Ventilation and Air nothing until the job

Conditioning (HVA) Anst is complete for the
¢ Plumbing (PLB) SUPER SRVICE past 17 years

¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http:/www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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Announcements Announcements

®8359-940-2635

BOGO

40

Renewal
Andersen

WINDOW REPLACEMENT

an Andersen Company

THE FU| I ANDERSEN
REPLACEMEN wingow: & ooRm

Call for details

Announcements Announcements
FREE! M&M

__ Savings Include an American
Standard Right Height Teilet
FREE! ($500 Value)

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE!
SAVE $1,500

v Backed by American Standard’s
140 years of experience

+ Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting
+ Patented Quick Drain® Technology
+ Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed
by American Standard
v 44 Hydrotherapy jels foran
invigorating massage

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

877-691-5591

Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/vapa

= G =4 -

Announcements Announcements

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

GUTTER
PROTECTION

: ER LeafFilter
BEFORE LeafFilter AFT

. p— - m«os
E o= VN WLHS

aE 103’& B&,

SENIOR & MILITARY TO THE FIRST
DISCOUNTS 50 CALLERS!™

150k

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE"

Promo Number: 285

CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE 1-:877-614-6667
i, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Maon-Thurs

Q

am-11pm, Fri-

*Far those who qualify. One coupon per househald. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at es-
timate only. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 Licensed#t 7656 License# 50145 Licenseft 41354 Licenseft
99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 Li-
cense# 27051321534 License# LEAFFNWB22)Z License# WWD56912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License#
HOMOG7000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HICO649905 Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Reg-
istration#t 366920915 Registration®t PCE475 Registration# IR731804 Registrationdt 13VHD9953900 Registrationd
PADG93ET Suffolk HIC Licenseft 52229-H

An expert is someone who knows some
of the worst mistakes that can be made
in his subject and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

HOME LIFE STYLE

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

The pool house has a kitchen to make entertaining convenient.

Pool house evolved into a
space that incorporates the
beauty of the outdoors into
the interior design.

MARILYN CAMPBELL
THE CONNECTION

he combination of sunny, warm weather
and the current pandemic can make staying
home a wise, but stifling choice. However,
one Bethesda, Maryland, builder made that
a pleasurable decision for one Great Falls, Virginia
family.
Jim Rill of Rill Architects transformed their expan-
sive, but empty and unused, backyard into a summer
oasis by designing a pool and adjacent pool house.

Transforming
the expansive
backyard into a
summer 0asis
by designing a
pool and adja-
cent pool house.

A Summer Oasis

The end-goal was to combine functionality, style
and comfort, says Rill. “The furniture and fabrics
are easy to maintain and care for, while also being
functional and pretty,” he said.

Originally tasked with building a screened-in
porch, Rill’s design process evolved into a space that
incorporated the beauty of the outdoors into the in-
terior design. “The owners became more and more
inspired to use the building year round,” he said.

Both flooring of the pool deck and pool house

are flagstone. The furniture is by luxury design com-
pany Janus et Cie and a chandelier by the same com-
pany hangs from the ceiling.

Rill and his team added a powder room and chang-
ing room. There is a kitchen with an island made
of maple and topped with a waterfall countertop of
quartz by Caesarstone.

Three walls of the pool house are glass and can be
covered with retractable screens.

“The owners wanted rustic with lots of glass,”
he said.

Three of the four walls of the pool house are made of glass and give
the space a rustic feel.
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Sharing Acts of
Kindness

To acknowledge and inspire
kindness and good deeds, Vol-
unteer Fairfax has launched the
#GoodConnectsUs campaign, rec-
ognizing citizens connecting with
each other through volunteerism.
This 12-week campaign, developed
in partnership with Fairfax High
grad Elisa Luckabaugh, features
a Geographic Information System
(GIS) interactive map that creates
a visual display of the good works
being performed in the community.

People check out the “Good
Deed” infographic for inspiration,
complete their act of volunteer-
ism, record what they did on the
interactive map and watch a blue
dot appear in that location. Partici-
pants are also encouraged to post a
picture of their good deed to social
media and challenge friends and
colleagues to join.

“Volunteer Fairfax hopes this
campaign can inspire individuals
and groups to action by demon-
strating the abundance of good
works that connect us in our com-
munity,” said Volunteer Fairfax CEO
Steve Mutty. “Through simple acts
of kindness, being a good neigh-
bor, or [doing] volunteer activities
through a nonprofit, we'll show
how being intentional and impact-
ful adds up for the greater good.”

With a passion and talent for
GIS, Luckabaugh created and will
manage the campaign’s interac-
tive map. “This is an opportunity
to do good to connect and engage
my community,” she said. This fall,
she’ll attend the University of Mary
Washington, majoring in geogra-
phy to obtain a certificate in Geo-
graphic Information Science.

For more information and to
participate in this campaign, go to
https://www.volunteerfairfax.org/
goodconnectsus/.

— BonnNIE HoBBs

Swearing-in
From Pace 5

He then extended a collec-
tive thank-you to outgoing
Councilmembers Michael
DeMarco and Jennifer Passey
for their service. (Both chose
not to run again). “Beginning
with Michael’s work on the
Economic Development Au-
thority and Jennifer’s work
on the Planning Commission
— and their subsequent years
on City Council — they've
given us their best,” said
Meyer. “They’ve left a legacy
for which they can be justly
proud and for which we will
be continually thankful.

“We have much to do,” he
continued. “I invite all citizens
to join us in the next chap-
ter of our self-governance.
And remember that, when it
comes to the City of Fairfax,
the best is yet to come.”

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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CALL 703-549-0004 FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

Good is not
A&S CONSTRUCTION good, Where
SOD, Mulch, Clean-Up better is
Leaf Removal expected.
Hauling.
703-863.7465 Thomas Fuller

& Landscaping

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL X

Winter Cleanup...

K&D ELEC

COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV ) Office  703-335-0654
Computer Network Cabling Mobile 703-499-0522
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc...

CTRIC

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

leaf removal, planting, hauling,

BN i o=y Urainage problems, ec
25 years of experience - Free estimates
703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency

i‘@

*GUTTER CLEANING,

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned
Small Repairs » Gutter Guards

A&S I.qnclscaplng

* All Concrete work ()
* Retaining Walls ¢ Patios O
¢ Decks ¢ Porches (incl.

screened) » Erosion &

Grading Solutions
¢ French Drains e Sump Pumps
¢ Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

¢ Planting & Landscaping Design

¢ Drainage & Water Problems

e Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New

¢ Patios and Walks ® Masonry Work or Dry Laid
¢ Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
¢ Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

GUTTER GUTTER
S }\’V

Jf: IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

i ATTENTION

Patios & Drainage

1'ree Sennce

BATHROOM REMODELING

by Brennan Bath and Tile

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

www.brennan-tile.com

703-250-2872

Licensed + Bonded ¢ Insured

R e e e e

Quality Tree Service :

- Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured. -

Tree removal, topping & pruning, _;
shrubbery trimming, mulching, =

gutter cleaning, refaining walls,

ADVERTISERS:

expand your
audience beyond
our weekly print

edition with

=

DIGITAL

» Email Marketing
» Social Media
» Sponsored Content

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL 703.778.9431

ORVISIT

EHNNEBTII]HHEWSPHPEHS GOMIAD‘JEHTISIHG

10

= g Cant Pichel
Newsoapurs & Oniine Aiegtn G

703-778-9431

v Gt Hewsgape s com ‘oau. Covaten

. ﬂucn'r-:mm-buuw. -l‘:w:x A
o = « Fecr Consecnce

S'ign up for

FREE{DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
nnectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Questions and
“Canswers”

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

“Very interesting,” to quote Artie Johnson
from “Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In,” that “cra-
zy-kooky” comedy show from the 70s. What's
interesting is what my oncologist will say con-
cerning the July 6th CT scan of my upper torso
(lungs), the first such scan I will have had in
almost six months. That interval being twice the
usual and customary three-month schedule I've
been on for years. The reason for this abnormally
long interval? As you regular readers know, |
was being treated for my second cancer: stage I,
papillary thyroid cancer. Now that the treatment
and all is complete, we can return to the scene
of the original crime, if you know what | mean,
and begin assessing/treating my underlying can-
cer: stage 1V, non small cell lung cancer, which
presumably has not disappeared in the last six
months. To say my life depends on these findings
is a bit obvious. Nevertheless, keeping one’s
eye on the ball is what us characterized-as-"ter-
minal” patients have to do. (We're in constant
touch with our mortality.)

Losing sight of the obvious is the ultimate
presumption, not unlike one being innocent until
proven guilty. In the cancer world in which | live
exists the exact opposite: your cancer is never in
remission (innocent). Ergo, you are always guilty
(of having cancer). Now whether it moves or
grows, the results of one’s scan will confirm. It's
challenging to not expect the worst, even after
11+ years of experience often receiving good
news; the inevitability of the eventual bad news
is occasionally overwhelming. | mean, one is
not characterized as “terminal” because they're
expected to live. The writing may not exactly be
on the walls, but apparently it’s in the handbook
that oncologists use to determine the proper
protocol to treat their patient’s cancer.

Generally speaking, a serious/terminal
diagnosis is rarely affected by the advances of
modern medicine and/or a patient’s disparate
hopes and prayers. For us cancer patients, we're
only as secure as the results of our most recent
diagnostic scan says we are. So yes, July 6th is
an important date for Team Lourie as will the fol-
low-up telephone appointment with my oncol-
ogist on July 13th. That’s when we’ll learn if the
road is hitting back at the rubber and whether or
not | go forward in hope or backward in despair.

As much ado about something as | am
making this situation to be, it's not as if | haven’t
been down this road before; many, many times
since my original diagnosis in late February,
2009. This is just “another day in paradise” to
quote Phil Collins. And though this road is the
one most traveled, it still doesn’t minimize the
stakes. It just means that I've been incredibly and
amazingly lucky not to have succumbed to this
killer disease (lung cancer is by far the leading
cause of cancer deaths) as so many hundreds of
thousands already have. And though experience
helps, it doesn’t really change the stakes; it sort
of maintains them. All I can do in the interim is
try not to consider the negative and recommit
to the positive. That positive mantra for me has
been, “it's nothing until it's something.” And if it
is something, it will be bad enough to hear about
it then so | don’t need to hear about it (presume)
it's bad now. For the moment, to quote Sergeant
Schultz (John Banner) from Hogan’s Heroes: “I
know nothing!”

For some reason though, and | may be
reading more into it than is appropriate, this July
6th scan seems to be carrying some additional
weight. Not that there’s anything different in and
of itself with this scan compared to the previous
one hundred or so that I've had - with or without
symptoms, it just seems as if I'm spending more
time trying to convince myself that it isn’t.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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SPECIAL SAVINGS

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

TTTN L] N
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WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S

PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ServiceGenter

@
TOYOTA

Let's Go Pisces.

SAFETY FIRST ALWAYS!

Have Your Vehicle Checked

for Open Campaigns/Recalls
Recall Hotline: 703-684-0710

Monday - Friday, 6:00am to 7:00pm
Saturday, 7:00am to 5:00pm

E/SATURDAY/OFF]

32YEARS OF
RECEIVING
THIS HONOR.
1 OF 4 DEALERSHIPS
INTHE NATION TO

3750 Richmond Hwy * Alexandria, VA 22305 R [THAT'S|EXACTLY,WHY,WE|DON'T!!

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL

%69%

Your car’s alignment suffers, and can
cause uneven tire wear and steering problems.
INCLUDES: Inspect suspension, ball joints, struts

& shocks, tire condition and set tire pressure.
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR COUPON, TOYDTA VEHICLES ONLY COUPOMN

MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. VALID ONLY AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA,
TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL OFFER EXPIRES 7/31/20.

OIL & FILTER CHANGE

8598 8519

NON-SYNTHETIC SYNTHETIC

I
I
1
I
Includes: Genuine Toyota oil filter, up to 5 qts of conventional oil", |
inspect windshield wipers, check tire condition, check battery (with |
print-out), inspect and adjust all fluid levels, inspect air & cabin air filters. 1
1

|

|

HOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR COUPON. TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED ATTIME-OF
WRITEUP VaLID ORNLY AT ALEXANDRIA TOTOTA. TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL OFFER EXPIRER 7/31/20.

= _h‘—'.\_-—-'--

SIGHT LINE
WIPER BLADES

cHFREE

Sight Line only.

. BATTERY CHECK-UP

o NOTVALID WITH A OTHER OF FERLOF COUPON TOYGTAVEHKLES CRRY COURON
L s LY oL N ¢ | \IUST B PAESENTED AT TME OF WRTE UPVALID GHLY AT ALEYARDRIATOYOTA
1

TOVTA PARTS CENTER OHLY GO0D THAU 7/31/20, TROLAND SHOF SLPPLIES ADDMICA. OFFER EXPIRES 7/31/20.

NEW HOURS SPECIAL!
DROP OFF YOUR VEHICLE BETWEEN 6AM & 7AM
WITH A SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT & RECEIVE

12% OFF ANY ONE REPAIR.

NTED AT TIME OF PURCHASS

11 7/31/20.

NOT VALID Wi

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

©SMS Productions, Inc. 1-800-289-7671 #202001025

1 Check cold cranking amps and visual inspection of
tbattery condition. Includes battery condition'print out.
1

See Service
Advisor for details.

GOT TIRES?

INCLUDES ROAD HAZARD PROTECTION, TIRE
WARRANTY, AND FREE COURTESY INSPECTION.

BONUS: ADD A 4 WHEEL
ALIGNMENT FOR $39.95
L 1]
W At
o NE)

CHECK ENGINE
LIGHT DIAGNOSIS

NO
CHARGE

INITIAL DIAGNOSIS

I AN ESTIMATE
OF REPAIR COSTS.

AN OTHEF

VEHICLE JUPON MUST BE PRE
TE-LWP VALID OMNLY AT ALEXANDIIA TC
SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL OFFER EXF 8

ToyotaCare

moacee  CUStOMErS
Don’t Forget Your FREE Service.

5,000 » 10,000 » 15,000 » 20,000 » 25,000
LE  Mile Services
Call your ASM for details
ToyotaCare Plus $32990

Covers up to 4 years/d5,000 miles

BRAKE SPECIAL

Includes: Install Genine Toyota front brake pads, inspect front & rear rotors
& drums, check tire condition and inspect all hardware. Pads only.
MACHINE ROTORS ADDITIONAL

NOT VALIDWITH ANY OTHER OFFER QR COUPON, TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY, COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF
WRITE-LIP VALID HLYAT ALEXANTIRRA TOMOTA TRX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL. OFFEREXPIRES 7/31/20.

¢ BG VITAL FLUID SERVICE
0% @[FF vour FirsT service

Iﬂ @Eﬁ YOUR SECOND SERVICE

Power Steering ¢ Automatic Transmission ¢ Brake System

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR COUPON TOTOTANEHICLES GRLY COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME
OF WRITE-UP VALID QALY AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA  TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL OFFER EXPIRES 7/31/20.

LA INCLUDES BATTERY INSTALLATION
Includes: 84 month warranty, 24 month free replacement,
24 month free roadside assistance.

Does not apply to hybrid batteries,

T VALID WITHANY OTHER OFFER QIR COUPON, TONOTA VEHICLES (ALY COUPONMUST BE PRESENTED AT TRIE
OFWRAITELIPVALIE QKLY AT ALEXANDIRIA TOYOTA TAX AND SHOP SUPFLIES ADDITIONAL OFFER EXPIRES 7/31/20.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT 703-684-0710 OR SCHEDULE ONLINE AT ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

BURKE / FAIRFAX / FAIRFAX STATION/CLIFTON/LORTON / SPRINGFIELD
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wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



