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Public Art Installation Opens in Waterfront Park

New exhibit frames 300 years of African American history.

ollowing delays of several

months due to COVID-19

restrictions, the city has

formally opened its newest
public art installation at the Alex-
andria waterfront.

Located in Waterfront Park at
1 Prince Street, the exhibit titled
“Wrought, Knit, Labors, Legacies,”
is a temporary installation by
Olalekan Jeyifous and the second
in the Site See: New Views in Old
Town annual public art series. It
will be on display through Novem-
ber 2020 and follows SOFTlab’s
2019 Mirror Mirror installation.

Wrought, Knit, Labors, Legacies
frames Alexandria’s African Ameri-
can history through the lens of the
city’s merchant and manufacturing
industries of the 17th to 20th cen-
turies. Once a prosperous port city
that was home to one of the largest
domestic slave-trading firms in the
country, Alexandria was a major
center for shipping and manufac-
turing with an economy inextri-
cably tied to the labor of enslaved
and free African Americans.

A ground mural echoes African
American quilting and textile tra-
ditions using icons that represent
some of Alexandria’s historic in-
dustries: fishing, flour, tobacco
and railways. From this colorful
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Artist Olalekan Jeyifous standing with Wrought, Knit, Labors, Legacies, a new public art exhibit at the

Alexandria waterfront.

surface, four large, ornate metal
profiles face the water, wrapped in
sculptural seating and illuminated
in low light.

In the fall, a series of commis-
sioned performances inspired by

Wrought, Knit, Labors, Legacies
will complement the art instal-
lation at Waterfront Park. The
series will feature poets and spo-
ken-word artists curated by Alex-
andria’s Poet Laureate KaNikki Ja-

o

—

=%

i 4
=  All Aboard!

The Tall Ship Providence, a

110-foot, 12-gun sloop of war, is
a replica of the first ship autho-
rized to serve in the Continental
Navy and John Paul Jones’ first
American command. It arrived
in Alexandria in 2019 and is now
open for private tours Wednes-
day through Sunday. Private
rentals are also available for
group meetings or happy hour
events. Due to COVID-19 con-
cerns, general public cruises are
not available at this time.

For more information,

visit www.tallshipprovidence.org

karta, as well as movement-based
performances by Tariq O’Meally.
The performances will follow ap-
plicable physical distancing and
health guidance.

Jeyifous was commissioned

in 2019 to create this original
site-specific work and was select-
ed by a community task force with
the Alexandria Commission for the
Arts’ approval.

Based in Brooklyn, Jeyifous
along with Amanda Williams, are
co-creating the monument for
Congresswoman Shirley Chisholm
in Brooklyn. The Architectural
League recently honored him as
one of 2020’s Emerging Voices.

Jeyifous received a bachelor’s
of architecture degree from Cor-
nell University. His work has been
exhibited at the Studio Museum
in Harlem, the MoMA, the Vitra
Design Museum and the Guggen-
heim in Bilbao, Spain. He received
grants and fellowships from the
New York Foundation of the Arts,
the New York State Council on the
Arts and the Brooklyn Arts Coun-
cil.

In 2021, the Site See series will
feature work by Mark Reigelman.

Wrought, Knit, Labors, Legacies
was installed in mid-March, but
due to COVID-19 health guide-
lines, it remained closed to the
public until Alexandria entered
Phase Three of the “Forward Vir-
ginia” blueprint.

- JEANNE THEISMANN

Alexandria Officer Charged
For Unjustified Use of Force

n Alexandria Police was
Aarrested on the evening of

June 30 and charged with
misdemeanor assault and battery,
for the unjustified use of force
while on duty.

On Jan. 27, the officer took an
individual into protective custody
for a health evaluation. While es-
corting the individual in handcuffs,
the officer used force to take the
individual to the ground. The indi-
vidual sustained multiple injuries
on the front of his body as a result
of the action. A subsequent inves-
tigation found that no force was
necessary or justified. No weapons
were involved in the incident.

The officer was placed on ad-
ministrative leave on June 3, with
his police powers suspended. On
June 26, he was notified that the

process had been initiated to ter-
minate his employment and the
use of force had been referred to
the Commonwealth’s Attorney.
The employment termination pro-
cess is expected to be finalized by
mid-July. Three supervisors who
failed to investigate the use of
force promptly enough have also
been disciplined.

Following his arrest, the offi-
cer was booked at the William G.
Truesdale Adult Detention Center
in Alexandria and released pend-
ing arraignment in Alexandria
General District Court on August
4. This is the standard protocol
for most misdemeanor bookings
during the COVID-19 pandemic,
to reduce the risk of exposure to
inmates and staff.

SEE ALEXANDRIA, PAGE 14



CARING FOR OUR COMMUNITY

#WeAre

The real estate market hasn't slowed as much as you think.

Even with the new challenges we face during this time, the
market is competitive. With over 35 years of real estate
experience, we have proven strategies and will help you

navigate the buying or selling process virtually.

Your dreams of buying or selling a home can come true.
Contact us today!

Jen Walker Team

SPREAD KINDNESS U 1LD

Helping you buy and sell your home, virtually.

207 Ashby St. 3303 Alabama Ave. 2008 Sycamore St. 2701 Dewitt Ave.

UNDER CONTRACT - $849,900 UNDER CONTRACT - $1,575,000 SOLD - $670,000 SOLD - $760,000
@ Jen Walker 'Iieam Licenseﬂ(in VA
B 703.675.1566 | Jen@JenW ) y
BEST &Srr ,x”""wn """"""" ~ www.Jensvnalkeerrjco?n ereom m BEST
WASHINGTONIAN WSHNGTONAN jckEnearneg, t00 5. piyc exandrla offlce WASHINGTONIAN WASHINGTONIAN
- . I reet, exandria,
2016 201( ASSOCIATES 703.549.9292 | www.McEnearney.com 2018 2019
REALTORS® . EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY.
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More for Enforcement, Less for Assistance

Since the recession,
funding has
increased for public
safety but decreased
for social services.

By MIcHAEL LEE PoPE
CAZETTE PACKET

ince the recession, spending on pub-

lic safety in Alexandria has increased

year after year. According to docu-

ments from the Virginia Auditor of
Public Accounts, that category of govern-
ment spending has increased 38 percent
since 2010 as city leaders increased salaries
for police officials and funded new positions
at the city’s emergency communications cen-
ter.

But during that same time, spending on
health and welfare programs has increased
only 12 percent. Spending on social services
has actually gone down since 2010.

“Every year I would show up at the budget
hearing to yell at them that they were cut-
ting the health and human services budget,”
said Mary Anne Weber, former chairwom-
an of the Alexandria Community Services
Board. “They have some excellent people
working in health and human services, and
they’re very committed and dedicated. But
there’s not enough of them, and some of
them are doing double duty.”

The category of spending the auditor
calls “health and welfare” includes things
like children’s services, energy assistance
and hospitalizations for the indigent. In
some cases spending in this category has
increased. For example, funding for the
Department of Health
increased 46 percent
since the recession.
And spending on ser-
vices for mental health
and substance abuse
has gone up 35 per-
cent. But city records
show social services
and income support
benefits have declined
by more than $2 mil-
lion since 2010.

“We feel that the city
hasn’t been bold enough,” said Ingris Mo-
ran, lead organizer at Tenants and Workers
United. “Our elected officials haven’t been
bold enough to create systematic change,
and I think Alexandria, being so progressive,
our policies don’t practice that.”

SPENDING ON PUBLIC SAFETY isn’t nec-
essarily correlated to crime statistics. In the
last decade, violent crime has gone down
about 30 percent across Virginia according
to the FBI. And yet spending on local law
enforcement has not gone down at all in
Virginia. Here in Alexandria, budget docu-
ments show the city now spends about $10

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Alexandria Spending Priorities Diverge After Recession
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million more for law enforcement and traf-
fic control, an 18 percent increase. Some say
the drop in crime should have led to a reduc-
tion in funding for police.

“We haven’t seen a corresponding drop in
the amount of money that our state and local
governments spend on law enforcement,”
said Laura Goren, research director at the
Commonwealth Institute. “That means we'’re
still spending large shares of our budgets on
law enforcement despite having much lower
crime rates than in the past.”

“If somebody is causing antisocial behavior or
acting out criminally and the underlying root
cause for that is mental health issues, then the
right response is not to just threaten jail, it is
to address the underlying root causes.”

— Alexandria Commonwealth’s Attorney Bryan Porter.

In the last decade, crime in Alexandria has
gone down in every category. The most seri-
ous crimes like murders, rapes and assaults
are down. Nuisance crimes are lower than
they were a decade ago. Overall the num-
ber of arrests are down. And yet spending
on public safety has increased. Although the
Commonwealth Institute says that shows an
imbalance between spending priorities and
demonstrated need, others say the lower
crime stats are an indication that the invest-
ments are working.

“I think that spending has had some pos-
itive effect,” said Frank Shafroth, director
of State and Local Government at George

2010 2012
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2016 2018

source: Virginia Auditor of Public Accounts

Mason University. “So I think there would be
reluctance on the part of any elected officials
to say we need to cut it back.”

BUDGET OFFICIALS say a number of forces
are at work in Alexandria that are reflected
in spending trends since the recession. The
rise in money toward public safety has been
driven by three developments: the creation
of a new emergency communications sys-
tem, the opening of two new fire stations,
and increased salaries. The new commu-
nications  system
is staffed by em-
ployees that were
moved into the
public safety from
a different depart-
ment, and new fire-
fighters were hired
to work at the new
fire stations.

Salaries have
gone up across the
board for people
who work in public
safety.

“We've made annual market rate pay
adjustments in both police and fire to re-
main competitive with the marketplace,”
said Morgan Routt, director of the Office of
Management and Budget. “The same thing
has been occurring in other jurisdictions
too where another jurisdiction will increase
their rate of pay and make themselves more
attractive to potential recruits, and then the
other jurisdictions will have to raise their
pay to remain competitive.”

One of the chief differences in spending
between public safety and health and wel-
fare programs is where the money comes

from. The vast majority of money for police
departments and fire departments comes
from local governments in Virginia. But
most of the funding for health and welfare
programs, on the other hand, comes from
state and federal sources. One reason fund-
ing for social services is down in Alexandria
is reduced federal spending in Washington
for programs like food stamps and welfare.

“There’s a more significant portion of that
funding that comes from state and federal
sources in the health and human services
area than in the public safety arena,” said
Routt.

SPENDING CATEGORIES are standardized
for every local government in Virginia in a
way that state and local leaders can easi-
ly compare spending across the common-
wealth. But sometimes spending within cat-
egories might be counterintuitive, revealing
spending on social services that might be
embedded in public safety. During a Black
Lives Matter forum last week, Alexandria
Mayor Justin Wilson was asked if he had a
plan to move away from funding police and
toward more money for social services.

“A portion of the police and sheriff’s bud-
get include a variety of different social ser-
vices,” said Wilson. “Certainly in the sheriff’s
department, there are a variety of different
mental-health services and substance-abuse
services as well as other things I think most
people would deem social services.”

Critics of that approach say it’s a mistake
for Virginia jails to act as institutions to han-
dle people coping with mental health or sub-
stance abuse issues.

Perhaps the most notable example of this

SEE MORE FOR, PAGE 9
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Food for Everyone During Pandemic

ALIVE! serves as the City’s basic
food resource for people in need
through many programs targeting
specific populations.

By SHIRLEY RUHE
GAZETTE PACKET

Third in a series on food insecurity
in Alexandria during the coronavirus

nn Patterson, Food Pro-

gram Director for ALIVE!

says the first week after

the pandemic was an-
nounced they packed for 400 in
their regular food distribution but
1,100 families showed up. “We ran
out of food. We didn’t know what
to expect.” The next delivery on
April 4 they packed for 1,300 and
didn’t run out.

“It has been going in waves. We
don’t know what to expect.”

She says in March it was a lit-
tle bewildering with the ebb and
flow. “We had to always be nimble
enough to evaluate the data and

pivot when necessary.”

ALIVE! serves as the City’s basic
food resource for people in need
through a variety of programs tar-
geting specific populations. On the
last Saturday of the month ALIVE!
distributes groceries in a Trunk to
Truck program for those needing
assistance during the pandemic.
This program replaces their Last
Saturday F ood Distribution de-
signed to bridge the gap at the end
of the month when many house-
holds run out of food.

This Trunk to Truck program
allows contactless distribution
through drive through or walk-up
options at Cora Kelly or John Ad-
ams Elementary Schools. People
drive up and the veggies, eggs, dry
products are loaded directly into
their car trunk without the driver
getting out of the delivery truck.
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Thaddeus Smith, Rashid OKi,
Ruth Jarrett and Harold Rob-
inson are the regular delivery
team for food distribution at
mobile pop up sites around the
city. They have just come from
Ruby Tucker Family Center on
Monday morning to Old Towne
West Apartments parking lot.

The bags are placed on a table for
only one family at a time so no
one can touch another’s person’s
delivery. Tables are washed down
between families.

FJHNY AFTAIHS Ad SOLOH{

cousin’s three kids. “His car broke down today.” She leaves with
two grocery bags full of lunches and breakfasts.

Each family receives four gro-
cery bags with rice, beans, pasta,
one dozen eggs, a family pack of
frozen chicken, 20 pounds in a
box. Patterson said their programs
are people-based and they try to
develop a relationship with clients
to provide culturally appropriate
food. “We provide low sugar and
carbs if we get referrals with spe-

cial dietary needs. And,” she adds,
“We noticed that Muslims wouldn’t
take the meat we offered so we
started

offering Halal chicken when
possible.”

Patterson said when they had an
inkling that schools were going to
close they did a “double double”

SEe Foobp fFOR, PAGE 5

HARMONY AT
SPRING HILL
THANKS YOU.

We are incredibly grateful to our
residents, families and associates for your
patience and support in recent months.

In these challenging times, your trust

has allowed us to do what we do

best - deliver peace of mind in a safe,
supportive, and comforting environment.

Learn more or schedule a tour
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Family Serving Families

Harmony

at Spring Hill

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

www.HarmonyAtSpringHill.com

“a

571.348.0575

(St

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



NEWS
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distribution two weeks in succession to re-
place the weekend care bags of groceries
that would have normally been handed out
at school to low-income families. Then most
of the church pantries closed when it be-
came unsafe for their mostly over-65 volun-
teers to continue to work there. So until the
school system got their plan up and running
it was just ALIVE! filling in the holes.

WEEKLY EVALUATION of data while moni-
toring the economic situation as well as the
eviction landscape helps to determine food
insecurity, Patterson said. Are unemploy-
ment checks starting to arrive? How have
additional SNAP benefits affected need?

Ally Barbaro, who is a VISTA volunteer
for Hunger Free Alexandria, keeps an up-to-
date list of resources indicating who is open
and who is closed for the City of Alexandria.

Barbaro explains Hunger Free Alexandria
was formed in 2014 after the release of a
report that examined access and utilization
of food resources. The report determined
that 1-in-5 Alexandrians, disproportionately
children, face food hardship in the City. “It is
a community-based coalition with partners
from all different organizations.”

Patterson said ALIVE! meets once a week
with the core planning team to track what
other organizations are doing and plan so
they don’t duplicate services and don’t miss
anyone. Wherever there are pockets of un-
met need ALIVE! steps in. Barbaro says,
“There are very few organizations who ar-
en’t involved with ALIVE!

ALIVE!s mission is to” help people faced
with emergency situations or long-term
needs become capable of assuming self-re-
liant roles in the
community” through
a series of initiatives
including their food
program as well as
furniture and house-
wares program and
child  development
center.

In addition to the
Truck to Trunk pro-
gram, ALIVE! has a
home delivery pro-
gram on Monday-Fri-
day afternoons for
those who can’t at-
tend the truck to
trunk  distributions
including seniors, dis-
abled people and par-
ents with very young
children who can’t
leave their homes.
ALIVE! also reaches
out to homeless peo-
ple and other pockets
of highly vulnerable
populations.

THE SITUATION for homeless people has
changed since they are no longer in shelters
due to the coronavirus, and numerous fam-
ilies are in hotels with no way to get food.
ALIVE! steps in to assist.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Food for Everyone

“We do have a unique
situation with one
superwoman who
does much of the food
distribution herself.
Phyllis Johnson has  £,,,"" “aeries
unlimited energy. She
1s out in parks and a
lot of churches. She 2 we have
makes thousands of
bags a week.”

Food Program Director for ALIVE!

Today’s lunch includes peanut butter and
jelly, a piece of cheese, milk, an apple
and chips.

The first person to stop by the site picks
up breakfast and lunch for two days for
three kids. “See you next time!”

ALIVE! also provides wrap around pro-
grams where other non-profits or the City
have stepped up. ALIVE! will provide gro-
ceries in conjunction with somebody else
where they aren’t the lead but supplement
other programs.

For instance, ALIVE! supplements the
World Central Kitch-
en dinners served ev-
ery Thursday night to
about 400 families.
Patterson says each
family receives four
meals from World
Central Kitchen but
they get dinner for
only that Thursday
night so ALIVE! pass-

ten-pound

plus 20 pounds of
produce. The last
Central World Kitch-
en dinner was June

“but we have

do and will continue
to pass out groceries
as needed.”

DURING THE PAN-
DEMIC, ALIVE! has
extended its services
to pop up mobile
sites where every
week they provide food in a high need neigh-
borhood where they serve 150-200 families.
On Monday morning Thaddeus Smith, the
school bus driver, pulls up in the parking lot
at Old Towne West Apartments on S. Albert

—Ann Patterson,

SeEe Foobp FOR, PAGE 8
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OPINION

Twenty-two years ago, in 1998, Hopkins House asked the School Board to
change the high school’s name but the board declined. Today, we ask again.

To The Honorable Cindy M. An-
derson, Chair & Members of the
Alexandria City Public Schools
Board, shared with the Gazette
Packet:

Hopkins House joins with the
many students and alumni, par-
ents, and community organiza-
tions calling upon the Alexan-
dria City Public Schools Board to
change the name of
the City’s only public-
ly funded high school.
This coming Friday,
July 10, the School Board is sched-
uled to meet virtually and we ask
School Board members to vote to
change the name at that meeting.
The City’s children will be watch-
ing, as will voters.

Twenty-two years ago, in 1998,
Hopkins House asked the School
Board to change the high school’s
name but the board declined. To-
day, we ask again and we hope,
this time, the board will do the
right thing for the City’s children

LETTER

LETTERS TO THE

Racial Justice
Applied to Traf-
fic Enforcement

An open letter to Alexandria’s
City Council Members, the

City’s Manager and Alexandria’s
Chief of Police:

Subject:  AFSS statement on
racial justice applied to traffic en-
forcement

Alexandria Families for Safe
Streets (AFSS) has many members
who are concerned about safety on
our streets. Unfortunately, some
of our members have buried their
siblings, parents and spouses or
suffered serious injuries in traffic
crashes across the City of Alexan-
dria. We pour our pain into pur-
pose and confront the epidemic of
traffic violence to prevent others
from suffering.

As we advocate for change on
our Virginia roadways, we also
recognize that institutional racism
all too often frequents our streets.
Racial injustice impacts which
communities receive traffic safety
improvements and which drivers
police choose to stop.

To address these inequities and
improve safety on our streets, we
advocate for:

% Making engineering changes
in the roadways the first line of
defense against speeding and traf-
fic violations, as they are the most
effective.

% Using automated enforce-
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— all of them, Black, White, and
Brown.

T.C. Williams High School is
named in honor of a racist. Thom-
as Chambliss (T.C.) Williams was
superintendent of the Alexandria
City Public Schools from the 1930s
until 1963. He was a proud and
committed segregationist who,
despite the 1954 Brown vs. Board
of Education Supreme Court de-
cision, held off integrating public
schools for an additional five years
until it was ordered by the courts.
He fired African American school
employees who dared so much as
ask that their children be admitted
to a whites-only school, among
other hateful and racist acts.

As the City’s longest serving
public school superintendent, the
School Board named the newly
built high school in his honor —
despite his protestations. We urge
that today’s School Board grant his
request, albeit nearly 60 years late,
and rename our public high school

EpITOR

ment technology such as speeding,
failure to yield, red light, and stop
sign cameras as the second line of
defense.

When employed properly, cam-
eras are less likely to discriminate
based on what a driver looks like,
and these tools are typically more
cost efficient than officer hours
on traffic duty. Cameras must be
placed in locations with histori-
cally frequent crashes and engi-
neering confirmed high crash risk
areas.

% Equitably enforcing the new
Virginia State traffic laws effec-
tive July 1, 2020 regarding drivers
required to stop at crosswalks if
pedestrians are in the crosswalk,
place automatic speed cameras
around schools and construction
sites, implement the new vulnera-
ble road user law and apply indis-
criminately without bias the new
hands free law when it becomes
effective Jan 1, 2021.

% Shifting resources for re-
sponding to behavioral health and
drug overdose emergencies from
the police to trained healthcare
professionals.

« It is essential that these pro-
grams and laws be fairly admin-
istered with modest fees, sliding
scale fees, and/or driver safety
programming in lieu of fees.

Speed Management:

% We urge Alexandria to priori-
tize speed management as the key
tenet to Vision Zero and a safe sys-
tems approach because it is more

Jury 9-15, 2020

in memory of a more honorable
public figure.

Hopkins House is not now pro-
posing a particular name or de-
serving individual to be honored.
Rather, we call upon School Board
members to vote on July 10 simply
to change the name of the City’s
only public high school. This will
start the renaming process.

There will be ample time in
coming weeks to debate what the
new name should be. This debate
will be a wonderful opportunity
for the entire City, and particu-
larly our young people, to learn
about the many deserving indi-
viduals that have earned the right,
through their service to the com-
munity, appreciation for cultur-
al diversity, and travel on higher
moral ground, to be memorialized
on a public building. The discourse
will help to strengthen our sense of
community.

The July 10 meeting of the
School Board is a special meeting,

effective at deterring dangerous
driving than enforcement and less
likely to be a tool for racial injus-
tice.

% Allocate a larger portion of
the City’s funds to be redirected
to lowering speed limits and rede-
signing roadways, with a particular
focus on and in partnership with
communities of color which may
not have received these life-saving
measures.

Silence could be interpreted as
acquiescing to vehicle violence and
racial inequities.

We are speaking out and advo-
cating for action.

Alexandria Families for Safe
Streets (AFSS) confronts the epi-
demic of traffic violence by advo-
cating for life-saving changes and
providing support to those who
have been impacted by crashes.
Comprised of individuals who have
been injured or lost loved ones to
vehicle violence as well as many
citizens who are concerned about
their own safety on our streets as
we walk or bike the roads of our
community, AFSS was founded
in 2017 and is part of a regional
movement with other FSS chapters

forming in the Northern Virginia
counties of Arlington, Fairfax plus
the city of Alexandria (NOVA FSS)
and nationally, with other FSS
chapters across the country.

Mike Doyle, on behalf of
the Board of Directors
Alexandria Families

for Safe Streets

called for the purpose of dealing
with reopening of schools during
this health pandemic. This issue
rightly deserves the School Board’s
full attention. However, voting
simply to change the name of the
City’s public high school from that
of a racist to a more deserving
and honorable public figure, is an
easy lift for the School Board and
should require very little time on
the Board’s July 10 agenda. This
issue is not at all complicated; it’s
simply a matter of doing what’s
right. We urge the members of
the Alexandria City Public Schools
Board to vote on July 10 to change
the name of the City’s public high
school, and then move on to more
weighty issues such as how to safe-
ly reopen our public schools this
fall.
J. Glenn Hopkins,
President & CEO

James L. Banks, Jr.,
Board Chairman

Let’s Have an
Ombudsman

Dear Editor:

Former Alexandria Mayor Al-
lison Silberberg tried during her
one term in office to establish a
permanent  ethics commission.
However her “cohorts” on the City
Council, refused to support her
initiative. It is highly unlikely that
the current Mayor will entertain
a Citizen’s Ethics Commission, or
(even better) an Ombudsman, so
how will Alexandria provide ethics
oversight?

Other jurisdictions have faced
up to this challenge, yet Alexan-
dria remains mired in timidity, in-
difference and hesitation concern-
ing oversight of ethics.

It is unfathomable that the City
Council, City Staff and various
Boards and Commissions have nev-
er encountered ethics dilemmas,
especially concerning the man-
agement of new developments.
As an example, although there are
zoning laws that have been in ex-
istence for years, a developer need
only make a quid-pro-quo “prof-
fer” of $100,000 or so to Bikeshare
in order to build a structure that
is at variance from the originally
enacted zoning layout of the com-
munity. This “pay to play” brings
up a number of potential ethics
concerns, yet no one seems to curb
this business practice that has been
tolerated over the years. As the
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Health Care Heroes

#CAREavanChallenge v151ts a551sted 11V1ng facﬂltles

By JEANNE THEISMANN
THE GAZETTE PACKET

he gauntlet was thrown. El-
| derTree Care Management
Services challenged care
providers to get creative and show
appreciation for health care aides
at local assisted living facilities.
On June 30, Synergy Home Care
of Northern Virginia did just that,
bringing entertainment and smiles
to residents and workers at four
Alexandria facilities as part of the
#CAREavanChallenge.

“We wanted to do something
fun,” said Synergy Home Care CEO
Mitch Oplaski. “At the same time,
we wanted to let these tireless
workers know how much they are
appreciated for their commitment
during this challenging COVID-19
situation.”

Opalski enlisted the services of
flame throwing jugglers and other
entertainment as part of a Syner-
gy Home Care caravan that visited
six different facilities in Northern
Virginia. Gift baskets and signs
scrawled with words of thanks and
appreciation were presented to

Find out why more people with Medicaid

and Medicare choose UnitedHealthcare.’

With a comic entertainer in the foreground, Synergy Home Care
CEO Mitch Opalski, right, and Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, second from
right, stand with Silverado Memory care staff after presenting them
with gift baskets and posters of appreciation for a job well done
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during the COVID-19 pandemic.

staff and residents.

“Now more than ever, the most
valuable people in our lives re-
quire special attention and com-
passionate care,” Opalski said.
“The dedicated staff at these facil-

ities have been true heroes during
the COVID-19 pandemic. The
#CAREavanChallenge gave us an
opportunity to show them just how
much they are appreciated.”
www.synergyhomecare.com

More people with Medicare and Medicaid are enrolled in a UnitedHealthcare dual plan.’
If you have these two cards, call us to find out if you qualify for our plan. Plans Include:

Brandine ILiving staff hold signs presented to them June 30 from
Synergy Home Care in appreciation for their commitment during
the COVID-19 pandemic.

\

Stilt walkers juggle flaming batons for staff at Brandywine Living
during a June 30 visit by Synergy Home Care in a show of appreci-
ation for the dedication of health care aides during the COVID-19
pandemic.

ARE HEALTH INSURANCE

- "JOHN L sMITH
‘w

TE5-“K72 Covge aruCoREIS
156" 01.01-2019
HqumL ® 01-01-2019
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$3,000 toward

Up to $1,000 in credits to buy W
dental services. ——

health-related items you may need.

Up to $1,000 in credits to place catalog
orders for health products you may need.

Unlimited one-way

vt |
rides every year.

gl

I We’re ready to help. 1-855-813-4414, TTY 711

'JJ UnitedHealthcare

Community Plan

UHCCP.com/VAdual

'Based on national market share, as of 2019,
Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enroliment
in the plan depends on the plan's contract renewal with Medicare.

Y00B86_191120_105130_M CST29038_H7464-001-000
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HOME LIFE STYLE

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

The pool house has a kitchen to make entertaining convenient.

A Summer Oasis

Pool house evolved into a

space that incorporates the
beauty of the outdoors into

the interior design.

MARILYN CAMPBELL
THE GAZETTE

he combination of sunny, warm weather
and the current pandemic can make staying
home a wise, but stifling choice. However,
one Bethesda, Maryland, builder made that
a pleasurable decision for one Great Falls, Virginia
family.
Jim Rill of Rill Architects transformed their expan-
sive, but empty and unused, backyard into a summer
oasis by designing a pool and adjacent pool house.

Transforming
the expansive
backyard into a
summer 0asis
by designing a
pool and adja-
cent pool house.

The end-goal was to combine functionality, style
and comfort, says Rill. “The furniture and fabrics
are easy to maintain and care for, while also being
functional and pretty,” he said.

Originally tasked with building a screened-in
porch, Rill’s design process evolved into a space that
incorporated the beauty of the outdoors into the in-
terior design. “The owners became more and more
inspired to use the building year round,” he said.

Both flooring of the pool deck and pool house

are flagstone. The furniture is by luxury design com-
pany Janus et Cie and a chandelier by the same com-
pany hangs from the ceiling.

Rill and his team added a powder room and chang-
ing room. There is a kitchen with an island made
of maple and topped with a waterfall countertop of
quartz by Caesarstone.

Three walls of the pool house are glass and can be
covered with retractable screens.

“The owners wanted rustic with lots of glass,”
he said.

Three of the four walls of the pool house are made of glass and give
the space a rustic feel.
8 % ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE PACKET < JuLy 9-15, 2020

Alexandrians line up fbf_gfoceries povided by ALIVE! in their

Truck to Trunk regularly distribution at the end of the month.

Food for Everyone
During Pandemic

From Pace 5

Street, one of the pop up sites.
He and his team have just come
from Ruby Tucker Family Cen-
ter where they handed out 184
meals. A young boy is the first
customer. “Good morning. How
many kids today?” Harold Rob-
inson pulls out enough lunches
and breakfasts for three kids
for two days. “Today they have
an apple, milk, chips, a piece
of cheese and a peanut butter
sandwich. For breakfast there is
a juice box and breakfast bar.”
He says in the summer people
don’t eat as much.

“See you next time.” The
school bus stops at Old Towne
West Apartments parking lot on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday
from 11:20-11:50 a.m.

Next a woman drives up.
She needs food for three kids
plus three more for her cous-
in’s kids. “His car broke down
today.” She left with two bags
of meals. “I come every time.”

Robinson says, “We have our
regulars.”

Barbaro says, “Food insecu-
rity is one of the things I am
passionate about.” She says she
has learned so much about the
community nearby. “It seems
like this is one of the problems
that has solutions but there is
a lack of public will.” She says,
“Alexandria is motivated and
a hard working community.
There has to be a partnership.
All hands on deck.”

MANY OF THE places that
would normally provide food to
those in need are closed. “But,”
Patterson says, “We do have a
unique situation with one su-
perwoman who does much of
the food distribution herself.
Phyllis Johnson has unlimited
energy. She is out in parks and
a lot of churches. She makes
thousands of bags a week.”

Patterson says in this time of
need donors are very generous
with financial donations. “We
no longer do food drives until
we feel it is safe to have people
come to the warehouse.”

She says they get meat from
grocers and produce from the
generous community gardens as
well as gleaning from the farm-
er’s market. She said they have
some donors who will have an
entire pallet of pasta delivered
to the warehouse eliminating
the multiple layers of hands
involved with stocking, buying
and bagging supplies from the
grocery store.

ALIVE! encourages virtual food
drives. Instead of collecting
food, they ask you to consider
donating the amount you would
have spent on purchasing food.
Get you family, friends, neigh-
bors together to provide a
group donation. For informa-
tion on the list of emergency
food access points visit www.
hungerfreealexandria.com or
www.alive-inc.org
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More for
Enforcement,
Less for Assistance

From Pace 3

is Natasha McKenna, an African
American woman who suffered
from schizophrenia. A car rental
store on Pickett Street called 911
when McKenna was causing a dis-
ruption.

She ended up assaulting several
Alexandria officers, who took her
to the mental health unit at Mount
Vernon Inova Hospital. She was
later released from the hospital,
and then taken into custody at the
Fairfax County jail. She died after
Fairfax sheriff’s deputies used a
Taser on her multiple times when
they were trying to transfer her
to Alexandria. so she could face
charges from a felony warrant for
assaulting an Alexandria police of-
ficer. “The reason why the sheriff
is spending on mental health and
substance abuse services is that
we’ve made the jails into Virginia’s
drug treatment and mental health
institutions of choice instead of
investing in community-based ser-
vices designed to prevent and treat
people with either a mental health
problem or substance abuse disor-
der,” said Claire Gastaflaga execu-
tive director for the ACLU of Vir-
ginia. “I don’t know what else is in
the budget in Alexandria that the
mayor would call social services.
Police athletic leagues? Officer
Friendly?”

ONE POTENTIAL SOLUTION
might be the creation of a mobile
crisis unit. Currently, Alexandria
has crisis-intervention training
for police officers. And several of
the officers who responded to the
Pickett Street call had that train-
ing, which is why they took her to
the mental-health unit at Mount
Vernon Inova instead of the Alex-
andria jail. But the creation of a
mobile crisis incident unit in Al-
exandria would be a way for the
city to use mental-health tools to
respond to a mental health crisis
rather than using law enforcement
to respond.

“If somebody is causing antiso-
cial behavior or acting out crim-
inally and the underlying root
cause for that is mental health is-
sues, then the right response is not
to just threaten jail, it is to address
the underlying root causes,” said
Alexandria Commonwealth’s At-
torney Bryan Porter.

But, he added, the serial mur-
der who killed three Alexandrians
before being caught also suffered
from mental illness.

“There are situations that are
rare and few and far between
where you have to take the situa-
tion seriously as well,” he said.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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ENRICHING
LIFE'S JOURNEY

Quiet, comfortable living minutes from the
beltway and our nation’s capital. Hermitage
Northern Virginia offers rooftop views of
Washington, D.C. surrounded by seven
acres of beautifully landscaped gardens.
Free yourself from the hassles of home
ownership, and spend time exploring your
passions or finding new ones. At Pinnacle
Living, our team works closely with
residents, families and loved ones to fulfill
our mission of Enriching Life’s Journey. We
are here for those who seek independence,
combined with a secure plan for the future.

HERMITAGE

NORTHERN VIRGINIA

PINNACLE LIVING
5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311
P: 703 797 3800
HERMITAGENOVA.ORG
facebook: HERMITAGENOVA

INDEPENDENT LIVING
ASSISTED LIVING
HEALTH CARE
SHORT-TERM RESPITE
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LIVING LEGENDS OF ALEXANDRIA

‘ChampiOHS fOr Children, Magaly and Tom Hirst

By DomMiINIQUE CLAYTON

assionate. Dedicated supporters.

Generous. Inspirational. Humble.

These are just a few words to de-

scribe Tom and Magaly Hirst’s phil-
anthropic efforts to give back to Alexandria
through the Mason Hirst Foundation. The
lovely couple met in 2007 at a Wolf Trap
event. Soon afterwards, they married and
moved to Alexandria. The Hirsts began con-
tributing to nonprofit organizations whose
missions support early childhood education,
mental health, juvenile delinquency, family
health, homelessness, rehabilitation, work-
force skills development and related issues.
So, who are Tom and Magaly Hirst?

The son of a real estate broker and po-
litical activists, Tom Hirst was destined to
become a change agent in his community.
Hirst was born and raised in still-rural Fair-
fax County. He worked on the family farm
in Annandale, along Little River Turnpike.
Hirst completed his secondary education at
St. Stephen’s School in Alexandria then went
on to college at Princeton and Harvard. He
studied urban history and wrote his thesis
on changing concepts of the ideal commu-
nity. In graduate school, he studied urban
and regional planning. Hirst started early in
the real estate business, eventually in 1972
creating and running the Mason Hirst Com-
pany. In 2007, he started the Mason Hirst
Foundation and began to dedicate his time
and efforts to helping as many nonprofit
organizations as possible in Alexandria and
beyond.

Magaly Galdo-Hirst was born in Bolivia.
She spent her youth observing and learning
from her mother’s activism in a variety of
causes supporting the less fortunate in their
community. Shortly after her high school
graduation, she moved to the United States
for her college endeavors at American Uni-
versity and Catholic University in the DC
area. In the 1960s, Galdo-Hirst relocated to
the Mount Vernon area. With her passion for
joining efforts dedicated to bringing equality
care to communities, she pursued a reward-
ing career with the Pan American Health Or-
ganization, the American Office of the World
Health Organization (PAHO/WHO). Her 30-
year exposure to people in need throughout
the Americas further strengthened her de-
sire to participate in missions that improve

T

the health and well-being of all. In 2010,
Galdo-Hirst joined the board of ACT for
Alexandria: A community foundation that
strives to increase charitable investment and
community engagement in Alexandria.

The Hirsts became familiar with the work,
goals and effectiveness of many amazing
non-profits serving the community through
ACT. Their work began by supporting orga-
nizations that matched their philanthropic
mission.

This included visits to facilities, studying
the strategies and most important needs, be-
coming acquainted with the people served
and learning about the successes. Organi-
zations serving and advocating for disad-
vantaged, abused or at-risk youth received
many of the foundation’s grants. Examples
include: Campagna Center, Casa Chirilagua,
the Center for Alexandria’s Children, Child

Magaly and Tom Hirst are 2020 Living Legends of Alexandria.

and Family Network Center, Community
Lodgings, the Dream Project, Just Neigh-
bors, RunningBrooke, SCAN and Space of
Her Own, among others.

In 2011, ACT launched Spring2ACTion,
a 24-hour day of giving to Alexandria
nonprofits. The Hirsts saw an opportuni-
ty to grow the impact of their investments
through matching grants. With matching
grants, every dollar contributed to the same
organization would be doubled by the Ma-
son Hirst Foundation grant. The goal was to
encourage more individuals to contribute
some amount, no matter how big or small,
to a cause important to him or her.

Initially, the Mason Hirst Foundation of-
fered a few of these grants. Seeing the non-
profits’ impressive success in doubling or
even tripling their gifts, the MHF matching
grant program expanded to over 30 non-
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profits by 2019. Perhaps inspired by this
example, other foundations and individuals
began to set up matching grants. It has led
to an even greater impact throughout the
city.

Countless volunteers and donors, led
by the dedicated staff of ACT and board
members, worked to make Spring2ACTion
a success. The amount raised for Alexan-
dria’s charitable organizations grew from
$105,000 in 2010 to over $2.08 million in
2019 — when more than 9,000 donors sup-
ported 162 local nonprofits.

In 2019, the Center for Alexandria’s Chil-
dren awarded the giving couple the Champi-
on of Children award. This award is given to
local citizens who advocate for the children
and families of Alexandria. A quote from the
Center for Alexandria’s Children:

“Tom and Magaly with their Mason Hirst
Foundation have had a profound impact on
Alexandria’s Children. With their thought-
ful grant making, a passion for progressive
causes, as well as a desire to improve the
lives of the most vulnerable members of
their community, Tom and Magaly exempli-
fy what we all appreciate about Alexandria.
... A deep sense of community and account-
ability to each other. They have profoundly
changed the City and the quality of life of
Alexandria’s Children.”

While Tom and Magaly are very glad to
help in this way, they feel the real heroes
are those who work in these organizations
— staff, board members and especially the
volunteers. They encourage everyone to get
involved in

their community’s activities and rec-
ommend volunteering to understand the
needs and provide in-kind contributions. Of
course, they urge everyone to participate in
making the community better by offering a
small donation during Spring2ACTion.

Tom and Magaly reside in Old Town.
When asked what Alexandria means to
them, the response was “It is a community
that has an open and welcoming feeling.”
They are impressed with the leadership and
generosity of so many individuals who work
to make this a better place. They continue
to work quietly through the foundation. As
Living Legend honorees, they say “It is a
privilege and honor to be included among
this year’s honorees. It encourages us to do
more. There is still so much to do.”

BULLETIN BOARD

Submit civic/community an-
nouncements at ConnectionNews-
papers.com/Calendar. Photos
and artwork welcome. Deadline
is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before the event.

NEW PUBLIC ART

INSTALLATION OPENS

The City of Alexandria presents
its newest public art installa-
tion, Wrought, Knit, Labors,
Legacies, in Alexandria’s
Waterfront Park (1 Prince St.).
This new temporary installation

is the second in the Site See: New
Views in Old Town annual public
art series, and will be on display
through November 2020. It follows
SOFTlab’s 2019 Mirror Mirror
installation. Wrought, Knit, Labors,
Legacies frames Alexandria’s
African American history through
the lens of the city’s merchant and
manufacturing industries of the
17th to 20th centuries. Once a
prosperous port city that was home
to one of the largest domestic
slave trading firms in the country,
Alexandria was a major center

for shipping and manufacturing

with an economy inextricably tied
to the labor of enslaved and free
African Americans. A ground mural
echoes African American quilting
and textile traditions using icons
that represent some of Alexandria’s
historic industries: fishing, flour,
tobacco and railways.

NEEDLEWORK SHOW

AT WOODLAWN
The 57th Annual Needlework Show

at Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey
House re-opens to the public on
July 15- August 2, 2020. The Show

structure will be modified: Entry is
by timed ticket, in smaller groups
each half-hour, purchased online
only. Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey
House is at 9000 Richmond High-
way, Alexandria, VA 22309.

FIREARMS PROHIBITED

ON CITY PROPERTY
Following a public hearing June

20, the Alexandria City Council
unanimously adopted an ordi-
nance prohibiting firearms and
ammunition in City facilities, parks
and areas requiring special event

permits. Effective July 1, it

will be a Class 1 misdemeanor
to possess, carry or transport
firearms or ammunition in any
building, park or recreational
or community facility owned

or operated by the City for
governmental purposes; or at
any special event requiring a
permit and being held on a City
public street, road, alley, side-
walk or public right of way. The
ordinance also applies to City
employees, agents or volun-

SEE BULLETIN, PAGE 14
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Flower pots adorned with American flags are part of a patriotic display at the Old Town home of
Bernadette Troy, who is continuing the tradition of her late husband Pat Troy.

Land of the Free

omes across the city were adorned with
H displays of patriotism over a Fourth of July

weekend that was more subdued than usual
due to ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

“This has always been a very important holiday to
our family,” said Bernadette Troy, widow of Pat Troy,
an Irish immigrant and longtime Alexandria business-
man. “No one was more patriotic than Pat.”

Pat Troy died in 2018 just days after presiding over

the city’s annual St. Patrick’s Day parade, which he
founded nearly 40 years ago. His widow has contin-
ued the tradition of putting on a patriotic display at
their home during various holidays, such as July 4th,
Memorial Day and Veterans Day.

“Pat loved this country more than anyone I have
ever known,” said Bernadette Troy. “He was very, very
proud to be an American.”

- JEANNE THEISMANN

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

¢ Electrical (ELE)

e (ias Fitting (GFC)

¢ Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVA)

¢ Plumbing (PLB)

¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Angies list

703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http:/www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

10% down
nothing until the job

is complete for the
past 17 years

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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I-‘uud fit for a kmg

on a family budget

DAILY FEATURES FOR EVERYONE!

Monday - 1/2 Price Burger Night
Tuesday - Kids 12 & under Eat Free

with accompanying adult. 1 child per adult.
Wednesday - Roast Turkey Special
Thursday - Lasagna Night
Friday - Fish Fry
Saturday & Sunday - Full Brunch Buffet
with Omelette Station

734 North St. Asaph Street, Alexandria, VA 22314

CBNECTION

The Pet Connection

will publish on July 29
and photos and stories
of your pets with you and
your family should be
submitted by July 23.

R Restaurant, 103-548-1616
\ ALEXANDRIA'S NEIGHBORHOOD RESTAURANT  SINCE 1904 RO)’alReStalll‘amVA.wm)
Alexandria

Newspapers & Online mﬁe ]ﬂmket
Special Edition:
PET Connection

Publishes:
July 29, 2020
Ads submitted by:
July 23, 2020

This edition provides a great advertising opportunity to
reach pet owners where they live in a section sure to
attract and hold their attention - be sure to take
advantage of our different advertising options.

For Print & Digital Advertising Information:
Please Call 703.778.9431

G Reaching Suburban Washington's Leading Households

h * Alexandria Gapette Packel  « Fairfax Connection = Dak Hil'Herndon Conneclion
Mewspapers & Online = Arfington Connection » Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton Connection = Potomnac Alrmanat
» Burke Connection = Great Falls Connection ton Connection
703-778-9431 » Centre View = Miclean Connaction Speingfeld Connection
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APPETITE

Dining Out, Phase 3: Two Restaurateurs Discuss the Latest

By HoPE NELSON
GAZETTE PACKET

ow that Alexandria is solidly in

Phase 3 of the Virginia Forward

reopening plan, restaurants and

cafes are wide open — with so-
cial distancing in place — both inside and
out. But for restaurant owners and others
in the business, the economic threat is far
from over. Mix in customers’ varied views on
everything from mask-wearing to whether
dine-in is comfortable for them just yet, and
it’s a rocky landscape to be sure.

Chadwicks’ Trae Lamond and Captain
Gregory’s/Elizabeth’s Counter’s Rob Krupic-
ka share a snapshot of how their establish-
ments are navigating Phase 3 — and all it
entails.

Trae Lamond, Chadwicks

“Enforcing the mask policy has been a
lot like herding cats. I believe most folks
mean well, they just don’t fully understand
the rules. You must wear a mask to enter.
As soon as you are seated, you may remove
your mask.

If you get up for any reason (like going
to the bathroom or leaving after your meal)
you should be wearing a mask. Standing,
mask. Sitting, no mask. If you don’t want
to wear a mask you should stay home, we
deliver.

“We are still offering carryout/ curbside
dining and delivery. We encourage anyone
with health concerns to stay home and we
will bring dinner to your door. Check our
website (chadwicksoldtown.com) or call us
(703.836.4442).”

Donuts at Elizabeth’s Counter

Rob Krupicka, Elizabeth’s Counter and
Captain Gregory’s

“Our customers are amazing. They are
supportive and positive. They put smiles
on our faces. We opened Captain Gregory’s
at half capacity (about 12 seats) so it real-
ly has that quiet, cool, speakeasy vibe now.
We also partnered with a local engineering
firm, Building Momentum, to add a first-of-
its-kind air filter system to help us keep con-
tagions out of the air. Staff spirits are strong
and [they] are well aware of how lucky we
are to serve this city. We are just crossing fin-
gers that the virus doesn’t come back to Vir-
ginia. That would be tough to overcome. We
still need all those curbside and online order
customers. They are life and death for us.”

Hope Nelson is the author of “Classic Restau-
rants of Alexandria” and owns the Kitchen Re-
cessionista blog, located at www.kitchenreces-
sionista.com. Email her any time at

hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

FUN THINGS TO DO THIS SUMMER

Dining is available inside at Chadwicks now. “Standing, mask. Sitting, no mask. If
you don’t want to wear a mask you should stay home, we deliver.”

MCC’S SUPER SUMMER
SCAVENGER HUNT

Join your friends, family and com-

ONLINE DANCE CLASSES
Jane Franklin Dance of Arlington is
hosting online dance classes via

WORKHOUSE SUMMER CAMPS
Ready for in-person Summer Camps?
The Workhouse Arts Center in

Zoom from July 6 to Aug. 15,
2020. Classes are 40 — 60 min
in length. The enrollment is by
donation. For class, exercise at
your own pace, omit or alter
portions that don’t feel quite right,
and make adjustments to improve
your experience. Registration is
required.

Schedule of Classes:

«Ballet with Brynna: Ballet Barre
Monday at 1 p.m.;

“*Making Connections: modern dance
with Jane Tuesday at 3 p.m.;

“*Afternoon Delight: improvisation
with Kelsey Thursday at 3 p.m.;

“*Happy Hour Fitness: fitness and
hand/ankle weights Jane Friday at
5 p.m.;

+Abs with Amy: fitness exercise Sat-
urday at 10 a.m.

Information and links to join: https://
www.janefranklin.com/on-
line-classes. Call 703-933-1111.

METROPOLITAN SCHOOL

OF THE ARTS CAMPS

Metropolitan School of the Arts in
Alexandria is hosting its summer
camps, but this year, camps are all
virtual, live Zoom sessions, due
to COVID restrictions. Camps are
geared toward students interested
in music, vocal training or dancing

o it

Lorton will be offering July and
August Summer Camps for kids
in-person on campus. They've got
half-day and full-day camps for
kids of all ages starting the week
of July 20 and August 3 . Camps
include the following:

+*Game Design Camp where campers

learning about computer technolo-
gy, visual arts, storytelling and mu-
sic with creative and critical think-
ing and problem-solving skills. And
the Game Design camps integrate
all of the STEM core competencies
in a fun and engaging way.

+*Young Writers Camp gives campers

in grades 7-12 the chance to write
creatively in a variety of genres,
learn about new genres through
mini-lessons and receive response

Metropolitan School of the Arts Camps of Alexandria are geared to-
wards students interested in music, vocal training or dancing from
now through Aug. 21.

to their work from writers.

“#Performing Arts Summer Camp

from now through Aug. 21. Mini-
camps and CAMP MSA are offered
for all age groups in one hour or
two hour segments to help stu-
dents avoid screen fatigue. Camps
are themed, to include: Tropical
Paradise, Dora and the Lost City,
Toy Story, Frozen II, Color Me
Crazy, Space is the Place, Barnyard
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Palooza, Bugs Life, Mary Poppins,
Neverland, Olympic, Aladdin Jr.,
Hogswarts School of Witchcraft
and the Addams Family. Camps
range in cost from $40 per week
to $350 per week. To sign up for a
camp, g0 t0O Www.

metropolitanarts.org for more infor-

mation.

Challenge offers campers the op-
portunity to work collaboratively to
create a new theatrical work in just
two weeks’ time! They will write a
script, consider production design
elements and ultimately perform
their new, original work in front of
an audience of family and friends!

«+Visit the website: www.workhou-

searts.org.

munity for McLean Community
Center’s Super Summer Scavenger
Hunt. Beginning on July 1 and
concluding on Aug. 17, this excit-
ing and free virtual event allows
you and a team of your choice to
compete against other teams and
win amazing prizes. The hunt is
the perfect way to stay local and
have fun with friends and family.
The game is played on a smart-
phone and players must complete
indoor and outdoor “missions” (or
challenges). Missions include an-
swering questions, taking specific
photos or videos, finding a specific
item, geocaching or completing
specific tasks as given in a list
provided by MCC. The scavenger
hunt will take place in or around
McLean. Participants work in
teams up to 10 players. Team cap-
tains must be 16 years old or older.
The hunt will have a maximum

of 125 teams—so register early.
The first 50 teams to sign up will
receive a special gift bag to make
the hunt even more fun. Registra-
tion is open now through Aug. 3.
MCC is located at 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. To register, go to
www.mcleancenter.org. For more
information, call the center at 703-
790-0123, TTY: 711, or visit the
website, www.mcleancenter.org.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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late civic activist Tom Witte once
said, “it is not that the City Council
sells out, it is that they sell out so
cheaply.”

For many years, I have stated
that Alexandria needs an Ombuds-
man to investigate potential fraud,
waste, abuse, mismanagement and
corruption. This office would oper-
ate as an independent directorate.
The head should be elected to this
job in a non-partisan manner for
at least a period of five years. The
Ombudsman should demonstrate
a high degree of integrity, and
have professional credentials in ac-
counting, auditing, investigations
and public administration. I would
envision that the Ombudsman
would be performing auditing, in-
specting and generally conducting
in depth investigations of the City’s
programs. There is no doubt that
millions of dollars of the taxpayers
money could be saved annually.

The website of the Toronto, Can-
ada ombudsman says it all: “We
promote fairness in City services.
We help the public resolve prob-
lems with the City. We help the
City serve the public better. We
investigate, we mediate, we find
solutions and recommend system
improvements. We help the City to
hold itself accountable in its duty
to provide services that work for
people. Our work makes Toronto

a better place to live, work, play
and do business.” Now is there
any reason why we deserve less?

Townsend A. “Van” Van Fleet
Alexandria

Racism Must
Force Us as In-
dividuals to Act

Over a century ago Afri-
can-American educator and activ-
ist, WE.B DuBois argued the di-
lemma, “Am I an American or am
I a Negro ... does my black blood
place upon me any more obliga-
tion to assert my nationality than
German, Irish or Italian blood
would.”

Du Bois’ simple question rais-
es a complex reality when he ex-
amines his identity in relation to
race. It speaks to the obstacles that
people of color in America con-
front when trying to attain what
others achieve in their education,
work and housing because their
status as an American is treated
differently. While the struggle for
the basic necessities in their lives
continue, their mortality is also af-
fected through their daily encoun-
ters with others in stores, while
driving, and simply walking down
the streets where racial profiling

persists.

While people of color have en-
countered violence and death re-
peatedly through the years, the
recent atrocities have raised the ire
of not only Americans but also the
world to demand reform within
many institutions. Unfortunately,
it took the glare of media coverage
to create a catalyst for communi-
ties to galvanize and take steps to
show the need to create change.

Need for change can be trig-
gered when a condition negative-
ly impinges on lives where they
feel personally threatened while
others may feel the situation is so
morally offensive that the com-
munity works to facilitate change.
These sentiments create an urgen-
cy where the numbers of those af-
fected will determine the level of
involvement.

Racism task forces can be set
up in neighborhoods where issues
can be prioritized and raised with
local agencies. Many social work-
ers have followed the community
organizing principles of Saul Alin-
sky and with today’s varied social
problems and unrest, social work-
ers have a part to play with reform.

Racist events should also force
us as individuals to raise our own
awareness to act. When one wit-
nesses a racist comment or ac-
tion, enlighten the other person’s

SEe LETTERS, PAGE 14

Be a part of our
Wellbeing pages, the first
week of every month.

Delight in our
HomelifeStyle sections,
the second week of every
month. Peek at the top
real estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top remodeling
projects, get practical sug-
gestions for your home.

Celebrate students,
camps, schools, enrich-
ment programs, colleges
and more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning, Fun
pages, the third week of
every month.

Questions? E-mail
sales@connection
newspapers.com

or call 703-778-9431

NEWSPAPERS

Obituary

Obituary

Durrett.

Evert Raymond Durrett Jr., 68, passed away on June 5, 2020, in
Alexandria Hospital. Affectionately known as “Red,” he was a life-
long Alexandrian, the son of E. R. Durrett and Katherine Ruth Lutes
He is survived by his wife of 29 years, Darbie Gilmore
Durrett, daughters Jessie Katherine Durrett and Ashley Rae Durrett,
! sister Sharon Hovda and husband Russell, brother-in-law Bart Gilm-
! ore and wife Crystal, 2 nieces and 3 nephews and their families. He
. was a graduate of George Washington High School in Alexandria.
. Ray retired from the Cameron Station Fort Myer Commissary after
36 years. He then worked for 10 years at Safeway and currently was
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Announcements Announcements

THE FULL SERVICE
REPLABEMENTWINDOW DIVIS 0N OF

®859-940-2635

BOGO

40

Renewal
byAndersen

WINDOW REPLACEMENT

an Andersen Company

Call for details

Announcements Announcements

FREE!

___ Savings Include an American
Standard Right Height Toilet
FREE! {$500 Value)

v Backed by American Standard’s
140 years of experience

+ Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting
+ Patented Quick Drain™ Technology
v Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed
by American Standard
+ 44 Hydrotherapy jets foran
invigorating massage

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

877-691-5591

Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/vapa

=G B2 AES

Announcements Announcements

employed by Target. Red loved to be of use to others, always quick to lend a hand. His
kind and generous heart will be greatly missed by his family and friends. His memorial
will be held on July 11 from 2-4pm at Everly Wheatly Funeral Home, Dress code is come
as you are, blue jeans and cowboy boots, ball gowns and tiaras. (Feather Boa optional)

FSBO FSBO

‘ 810.Sylvan|;'«i ‘A\T;e ¢ Fredericksburg, VA.
$839,000 * 540-645-0309

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnevwspapers

Newspapers & Online
The Connection to Your Community

www.connectionnewspapears.com

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

JFilter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

FTER LeafFilter
BEFORE LeafFilter 3

158" 10 %+

53,

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!"™

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE"

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

Promo Number: 285

F CALL US TODAY FOR
3 A FREE ESTIMATE | 1-877-614-6667
Spm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11prm, Fri-

*Far those who qualify. One coupan per household. Ne cbligation estimate valid for 1 year, ** Offer valid at es-
limate enly. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 Licensed#t 7656 Licensed#t 50145 Licenseft 41354 Licenseft
99338 Lcense# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 L
cense# 27051321534 License# LEAFFNWBE22)Z Licensed WW056912 License# WC-29908.H17 Nassau HIC License#
HOMO67000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC0649905 Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Reg-
istration#t 366920918 Registration® PCBA75 Registration# IR731804 Registrationd 13VHOD9953900 Registrationft
PADES3EI Suffolk HIC Licenseft 52229-H

An expert is someone who knows some
of the worst mistakes that can be made
in his subject and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING Om Ch d
“Very interesting,” to quote Artie Johnson 'A&S CONSTRUCTION Good is not ; Cer arge
from “Rowan & Martin’s Laugh-In,” that “cra- e good, where g & From PacE |
zy-kooky” comedy show from the 70s. What's SOD, Mulch, CIean-Up better is Q“al lty Tree servlce 7 . ..
interesting is what my oncologist will say con- Leaf Removal a “Use of force is dehumanizing and should
ing the July 6th CT scan of my upper : expected. & Landscapin be avoided wh ib] h
cerning the JU y scan O my upper IOI’SO Haulmg. p g € avolded whenever possible, even when
(lungs), the first such scan I will have had in -Thomas Fuller | . . . ='| legally justified.” said Chief of Police Mi-
almost six months. That interval being twice the 703-863-7465 - Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured. ; chael Brown. “Unjustified use of force is
usual and customary three-month schedule I've 3. Winter Cleanu letel tabl d i
been on for years. The reason for this abnormally ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL /. D.. 3 cpmp etely unaC.CGP able, an we. Wil con-
long interval? As you regular readers know, | Tree removal, topping & pruning, = tinue to hold officers accountable in the rare
was being treated for my second cancer: stage Il, l‘; EM@ shrubbery trimming, mulching, ~+| cases when violations of this policy occur.
papillary thyroid cancer. Now that the treatment ——’-—/——’ leaf removal, planting, hauling, = | Alexandria police officers do not typically
and all i§ gomplgte, we can return to the scene Q@ME&@MI}L / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE gutter cleaning, retaining walls, use force at all, because they are required to
of the original crime, if you know what I mean, .Fafmly Owned & Operated drainage problems, efc. : de-escalate interactions and situations when
and begin assessing/treating my underlying can- Recessed Lighting . - ible b o ffectivelv with
cer: stage IV, non small cell lung cancer, which Ceiling Fans Licensed/Bonded/Insured | - 25 ears of experience — Free estimates possible by communicating effectively wit
8 8 s ; y p : . L
presumably has not disappeared in the last six one/CA ) Office  703-335-0654 | = 703-868-5358 : subjects, maintaining distance, and employ-
Computer Network Cabling  \1opile  703-499-0522 [ :

months. To say my life depends on Fhese findings Service Upgrades ; ing other measures to protect themselves
is a bit obvious. Nevertheless, keeping one’s Hot Tubs, etc... lektrkman28@gmail.com | | 24 Hour Emergency : and those around them.”

eye on the ball is what us characterized-as-"ter- : Alexandria police officers have used force
minal” patients have to do. (We're in constant . . Tfee Senn(e against 37 subjects in 2019 and 2020, out

touch with tality. o e .
ouch with our mortality. of more than 5,500 individuals taken into

Losing sight of the obvious is the ultimate y
presump%ior;g, not unlike one being innocent until E;ﬁ GU TTER CLEANING SLHEESTAINE L SN I T custody. Black subjects comprised 50% of in-

proven guilty. In the cancer world in V\{hiCh I [iye *l/ thr::rlf Ra:da?ros“:n;'::t‘:rsgdzﬁsed ¥ TILE / MARBLE TILE / MARBLE dividuals taken into custody, 51% of subjgcts
exists the exact opposite: your cancer is never in P X of force and less than 25% of Alexandria’s

B3I [T T3 T3 T3 3 e [ [ T T [ population..

BATH ROOM REMODELING Any officer who uses force is required to

by Brennan Bath and Tile report it immediately, and an investigation
Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes. of each use of force is conducted to deter-

remission (innocent). Ergo, you are always guilty
(of having cancer). Now whether it moves or
grows, the results of one’s scan will confirm. It's
challenging to not expect the worst, even after
11+ years of experience often receiving good

PS5, web: lawnsandgutters.com

4R v
2 Fnendly Service with a Friendly Price! = ///

S

news; the inevitability of the eventual bad news aﬁgﬁ;ﬁt‘ﬂfggs ignzirﬁmgv r':g:re:;‘i)”ri( G:'%%S;r:igsp mine whether it was justified. No use of
is occhasmnally odverwhelmmg[ I IC;nean, onhe is . H brénnan-tile c'o e ' force since 2017 has been found to be unjus-
not characterized as “terminal” because theyre H . ' = tified, other than the case described above.
expected to live. The writing may not exactly be H A&s Lﬂ n d sca P in g H 703-250-2872 Since’ 2006. the Police Department has met
on the walls, but apparently it’s in the handbook E « All Goncrete work E Licensed - Bonded - Insured th th Al’ dri part his C .
that oncologists use to de.terrfline the proper = ¢ Retaining Walls » Patios O H let tt Z_ €xandria If—glma}’l RI% tfl }?mItI.lIS—
protocol to treat their patient’s cancer. % o Decks e Porches (incl. . sion to discuss any officer-involved shooting

Generally speaking, a serious/terminal H screened) * Erosion & - or use of a Taser conductive energy weapon,
diagnosis is rarely affected by the advances of : Grading Solutions : ATTENTION as well as any complaint of excessive use of
o e e | |} ronch s Sump pumps. force

yers. u ients, wi = - . . .
gnly as secure as the results of our moTt rechent * Driveway Asphalt Sealing ADVE RTISE Rs : Volsérli:;erﬂz}?lieshfhsoi;ﬁ?gifizpaslg?:n];oﬁ:
iagnostic scan says we are. So yes, July 6th is - - H . X .

an important date for Team Lourie as will the fol- 703-863-7465 H expand your to conduct an independent investigation of
low-up telephone appointment with my oncol- ) LICENSED E any officer-involved shooting, in addition to
ogist on July 13th. That's when we’'ll learn if the serV"‘lg A" Of N. Vlrglnla H

road is hitting back at the rubber and whether or
not | go forward in hope or backward in despair.
As much ado about something as | am
making this situation to be, it's not as if | haven't
been down this road before; many, many times
since my original diagnosis in late February,
2009. This is just “another day in paradise” to

our weekly print monwealth’s Attorney.

edition with To view the 2019 Use of Force Analysis
and related frequently asked questions, visit
alexandriava.gov/Police.

audience beyond % required reviews by the Office of the Com-

Patios & Drainage

DIGITAL

Your neighborhood company since 1987

quote Phil Collins. And though this.r(?aq is the 703_772_0500 » Email Marketing

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

one most traveled, it still doesn’t minimize the
stakes. It just means that I've been incredibly and

amazingly lucky not to have succumbed to this -
killer disease (lung cancer is by far the leading 'l =rA® /" erv,ces

» Social Media

From Pace 13
» Sponsored Content

thoughts through dialogue. Not taking risks
leaves us complacent and comfortable with

cause of cancer deaths) as so many hundreds of . . FOR MORE INFORMATION
thousands already have. And though experience Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured CALL 703.778.9431 no hope for change. .
helps, it doesn’t really change the stakes; it sort ¢ Planting & Landscaping Design B I am a native New Yorker who practiced
of maintains them. All I can do in the interim is * Drainage & Water Problems ORVISIT social work in Boston and retired in Virginia.
try not to consider the negative and recommit * Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New [:[[HNEC"']HHEWSP“FEHS GMfMUEHT|S|HG Racism is not just endemic in major cities
to the positive. That positive mantra for me has : Eatlos and Walks « Masonry Work or Dry Laid but thri in all ..

e . - ., o aver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose 1o ut thrives in all communities.
been, “it's nothing until it's something.” And if it « Retaining walls of all types Reacing Subur o-s
is something, it will be bad enough to hear about ;‘o‘;-a:;::;; et ovcon ,;‘;g;wwmw Sanginre . . .
it then so | don't need to hear about it (presume) All work Guaranteed o R ooy L TRt B2 b Robin Famighetti

it's bad now. For the moment, to quote Sergeant _ Alexandria

Schultz (John Banner) from Hogan’s Heroes: “I Si n u for
g P BULLETIN BOARD

| FREEIDIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION || re -0

For some reason though, and | may be
tO a ny or a" Of our 15 pa pers teers in workplaces that are owned, operated

reading more into it than is appropriate, this July
or managed by the City.

6th scan seems to be carrying some additional
weight. Not that there’s anything different in and
of itself with this scan compared to the previous
one hundred or so that I've had - with or without
symptoms, it just seems as if I'm spending more
time trying to convince myself that it isn’t.

ONLINE WORSHIP SERVICE

Fairlington United Methodist Church. Sundays.
11 a.m. to 12 p.m. Via Zoom. Address: 3900
King Street, Alexandria. Are you looking for
hope, healing, and community during this
time? You are invited to online worship at
11lam every Sunday

morning. Pray, sing, read scripture, share a medi-
tation, and respond.

Follow this link: https://fairlingtonumc.org/
worship/watch-or-listen-to-a-service

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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SPECIAL SAVINGS

FOR YOUR TOYOTA
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WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S

PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

ek Teglons~

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

ServiceGenter

3750 Richmond Hwy ¢ Alexandria, VA 22305

ALIGNMENT SPECIAL

%69

Your car’s alignment suffers, and can
cause uneven tire wear and steering problems.
INCLUDES: Inspect suspension, ball joints, struts

& shocks, tire condition and set tire pressure.
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR COUPON. TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. COUPON

MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. VALID ONLY AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA,
TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL OFFER EXPIRES 7/31/20.

OIL & FILTER CHANGE

8598 85198

NON-SYNTHETIC SYNTHETIC

I
I
1
I
Includes: Genuine Toyota oil fifter, up to 5 qts of conventional cil, |
inspect windshield wipers, check tire condition, check battery (with 1
print-out), inspect and adjust all fluid levels, inspect air & cabin air filters. 1
1

|

|

HOT VaLID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR COUPON. TOYOTA VERICLES ONLY. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF
WRITEUP VALID ORNLY AT ALEXANDRIA TOTOTA TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL OFFER EXPIRES 7/31/20.

@
TOYOTA

Let's Go Pisces.

SAFETY FIRST ALWAYS!

Have Your Vehicle Checked

for Open Campaigns/Recalls
Recall Hotline: 703-684-0710

Monday - Friday, 6:00am to 7:00pm
Saturday, 7:00am to 5:00pm

ESATURDAY/OFF ]
XACTLY,WHY,WEDON

3

. BATTERY CHECK-UP

1 Check cold cranking amps and visual inspection of
tbattery condition. Includes battery condition'print out.
1

32YEARS OF
RECEIVING
THIS HONOR.
1 OF 4 DEALERSHIPS
INTHE NATION TO
RECEIVE THIS HONOR.

SIGHT LINE
WIPER BLADES

cHFREE

Sight Line only.

NOTVALIDWITH ANY GTHER OFFER QR COUPOR, TONCTAVEHICLES CNLY GOUPON
TR AND SHOP BUPPLIES ADDTICHAL OFFER EXPERES 7/31/20.

e T s O COLRON 1 | IUSTEE PRESENTED AT TME OF WRITE-UR VALID ONLY AT AUSIARORLA TOYOTA
I

TOVGTA PARTS CENTER ONLY GOO THRU 7/31/20.

NEW HOURS SPECIAL!
DROP OFF YOUR VEHICLE BETWEEN 6AM & 7AM
WITH A SCHEDULED APPOINTMENT & RECEIVE

12% OFF ANY ONE REPAIR.

HTED AT TIME OF PURCHASI
17/31/20.

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

©SMS Productions, Inc. 1-800-289-7671 #202001025

See Service
Advisor for details.

GOT TIRES?

INCLUDES ROAD HAZARD PROTECTION, TIRE
WARRANTY, AND FREE COURTESY INSPECTION.

BONUS: ADD A 4 WHEEL
ALIGNMENT FOR $39.95

CHECK ENGINE
LIGHT DIAGNOSIS

NO
CHARGE

INITIAL DIAGNOSIS

SUPPLIES ADDHTIONAL OFFER EXF

ToyotaCare

moacee  CUStOMErS
Don’t Forget Your FREE Service.

5,000 » 10,000 » 15,000 » 20,000 » 25,000
LE  Mile Services
Call your ASM for details
ToyotaCare Plus $32990

Covers up to 4 years/d5,000 miles

BRAKE SPECIAL

Includes: Install Genine Toyota front brake pads, inspect front & rear rotors
& drums, check tire condition and inspect all hardware. Pads only.
MACHINE ROTORS ADDITIONAL

NOT VALIDWITH ANY OTHER OFFER QR COUPON, TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY, COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF
WRITE-LIP VALID L YAT ALEXANTIRA TOMOTA TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL. OFFEREXFIRES 7/31/20.

¢ BG VITAL FLUID SERVICE
0% @[FF vour FirsT service

Iﬂ @Eﬁ YOUR SECOND SERVICE

Power Steering ¢ Automatic Transmission ¢ Brake System

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR COUPON TOTOTANEHICLES GRLY COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME
OF WRITE-UP VALID QALY AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA TR AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL OFFER EXPIRES 7/31/20.

LA INCLUDES BATTERY INSTALLATION
Includes: 84 month warranty, 24 month free replacement,
24 month free roadside assistance.

Does not apply to hybrid batteries,

T VALID WITHANY OTHER OFFER QIR COUPON, TONOTA VEHICLES (ALY COUPONMUST BE PRESENTED AT TRIE

OFWRAITELIPVALIE QKLY AT ALEXANDIRIA TOYOTA TAX AND SHOP SUPFLIES ADDITIONAL OFFER EXPIRES 7/31/20.

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT 703-684-0710 OR SCHEDULE ONLINE AT ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest,
but the best. This year marks our 40th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn
more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Old Town Village | $1,449,000
$100K Price Improvement! Fantastic opportunity to live in this amazing, two-story, Charleston-style courtyard
home. Expansive main level designed for entertaining with open living & dining room, custom handcrafted library,
eat-in kitchen with quartz counters and all new appliances, and a patio for grilling. Gigantic master suite features
sitting room, balcony, spacious bath, and two walk-in closets. Add two guest rooms, the 2-car garage, a community
saltwater pool & fitness center...this is truly one of a kind! 405 S Henry St. Facebook tour @sweethomealexandria

Lisa Groover 703.919.4426
www.LisaGroover.com

VIRTUAL OPEN SAT 7/11, 11AM

-

Alexandria | $639,900
Charming 2 bedroom, 2 full bath rowhouse with open
floor plan. Updated kitchen boasts stainless appliances.
Inviting lower level with full bath, extra storage. Fully
fenced yard & private patio backs to city parkland. Walk
to “The Avenue” & Braddock Rd Metro. 543 Duncan Ave.
Jen Walker 703.675.1566

www.JenWalker.com

Old Town
$885,000

Fabulous free standing
brick rowhouse with
commercial zoning, yet
styled as a delightful
. home with 2-bedrooms &
1-bath. Heart pine floors,
open living & dining area,
large eat-in kitchen.
Enclosed rear brick
walled patio connects
~ to a free standing
. outbuilding with separate
"% gated access.
Kate Patterson 703.627.2166
www.KatePattersonHomes.com

,.p- 5 : 7 Pk

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com
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Enjoy allthat Old Town has to offer! Steps from Braddock
Metro, this gorgeous condo offers open living/dining
combo, updated kitchen, 2 ample bedrooms, large
closets, and a private balcony overlooking the quiet
courtyard. Pet friendly and garage parking space!
Kim Peele & Hope Peele 703.244.5852
www.ThePeeleGroup.biz

Old Town

$840,000

Pristine 4-level, 1,500-
SF townhouse in

private Port City Mews.
Beautifully updated with
3 bedrooms plus den/
office, 2.5 baths, private
patio, all wood floors,

2 fireplaces, plantation
shutters, and other
sophisticated touches.
Off-street parking for 2

| cars (one assigned). No
% HOA. 217 S Fayette St.

Courtney DeVries 703.795.8311
www.courtneyd.com

3 r) LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
REAL ESTATE COMPANIES I INTERNATIONAL

\W

Enear
We ey,
ASSOCIATES

REALTORS®

Belle Haven | $1,625,000
Thoughtfully designed, this 2016 custom-built home is
stunning inside and out. The gourmet kitchen is the
heart of the home with island and peninsula counter
seating. Screened porch overlooking yard leads to
patio with outdoor kitchen. Main level bedroom/office.
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

Alexandria | $539,900
Fantastic 2-level home on a quiet cul-de-sac. Updated
throughout including baths & remodeled kitchen with
stainless appliances & 42” cabinets! Master with a full
wallcloset, en-suite bath, doortothe deck &large fenced
yard. Terrific upper level loft. 4416 Coldbrooke Ct.
Jen Walker 703.675.1566

www.JenWalker.com

| Cameron Station

| $510,000

b This adorable, bright

3-bedroom, 2.5-bath

townhouse condo has

; an open floor plan with
8 hardwoods on main

! level, private patio

€ off the dining/kitchen

space, master suite with

balcony. Community

offers walking & biking

paths and nearby dog

play area. Minutes to

i g Old Town, DC, & airport.

Betty Mallon 703.989.8548

www.BettyMallon.com

ATLANTIC COAST

MORTGAGE

LUXURY B2

REAL ESTAT

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



