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Progressive Prosecutors Lobby for Justice

Commonwealth’s Attorneys from Alexandria, Arlington and Fairfax

join forces to press for reform.

By MICHAEL LEE PoPE
CAZETTE

emocrats ended the General As-

sembly session earlier this year

having failed to achieve their cam-

paign promises on criminal justice
reform. Aside from decriminalizing mar-
ijjuana, the rest of the agenda was a bust.
Mandatory minimum sentences remain on
the books. People convicted of marijuana
possession are still unable to expunge their
records. Commonwealth’s attorney’s still
can’t set aside prosecutions for defendants
who deserve a second chance.

When the General Assembly session end-
ed in March, advocates were disappointed
and Democrats were pointing fingers. Sen-
ate Democrats blamed House Democrats for
dragging their feet. Progressive lawmakers
blamed conservative prosecutors for using
their association to block reform.

“We found ourselves at loggerheads with
the Virginia Association of Commonwealth’s
Attorneys,” said state Sen. Scott Surovell
(D-36). “As we proposed some of these new
ideas we found some support from some
new people who were elected.”

Enter the Progressive Prosecutors for Jus-
tice, the newly created group that includes
Commonwealth’s Attorneys from Alexan-
dria, Arlington and Fairfax as well as eight
other jurisdictions. As lawmakers prepare to
return to Richmond for a special session on
criminal justice reform, this group of like-
minded prosecutors will be pushing for a
package of bills that does not have the back-
ing of the Virginia Association of Common-
wealth’s Attorneys.

“I think they realized that 11 likeminded
people can come to a decision a lot quick-
er and more in line with their thinking than
120 individual elected people,” said Flu-
vanna Commonwealth’s Attorney Jeff Hais-
lip, president of the Virginia Association of
Commonwealth’s Attorneys. “I don’t think
it’s a sleight at VACA. I think they have a like
mind on these issues, and they want to make
sure they’re heard.”

CLEARING THE RECORD of old criminal
charges was one of the issues that caused
friction between Senate Democrats and
House Democrats. Some of the cases were
easy, like expunging the record of misde-
meanor drug convictions. Others proved
more challenging, like proving that someone
was a victim of sex trafficking in an effort
to expunge the record. Ultimately, lawmak-
ers decided to study the issue more and left
town without taking action. Now it’s at the
top of the agenda for the Progressive Prose-
cutors for Justice.
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The Alexandria courthouse in Old Town Alexandria.

Steve Descano

“You could still have a situation in which
there is still some record maintained some-
where by the courts,” said Alexandria Com-
monwealth’s Attorney Bryan Porter. “But
their public criminal record would be ex-
punged or sealed so they don’t have barriers
to education, barriers to employment or bar-
riers to housing.”

House and Senate Democrats remain di-
vided on how to approach the issue. House
Democrats are focused on a system of auto-
matic expungements for certain crimes, pre-
venting defendants from jumping through a
series of hoops to clear their record after five
years. Senate Democrats want to make sure
judges are able to exercise discretion, poten-
tially preventing sex offenders from having
their records unnecessarily cleared. With the
special session only a few weeks away, Dem-
ocrats remained divided on the best solution.

“I wouldn’t want the perfect solution to
be the enemy of the good,” said Porter. “If
we can find a way to allow people who have
faithfully discharged whatever sentence
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Bryan Porter

they have received for an offense and have
become contributing members of society, it
seems to me there ought be a way for them
to have their records officially cleared.”

DEFERRED DISPOSITION might sound like
a wonky reform effort, but it’s probably one
of the most simple and easily understood
proposals on the legislative agenda for the
progressive prosecutors. Essentially, the idea
is that courts are able to set aside convic-
tions for defendants who deserve a second
chance. In a technical sense, the disposition
of the cases is deferred until the defendant
is able to successfully complete a probation-
ary period. In a practical sense, it’s a way for
people who have made stupid mistakes to
get back on track.

“That proposal is a clear message to judg-
es that they have the authority to delay im-
posing a conviction in order to give a person
a chance to mitigate the harm that they've
done,” said Arlington Commonwealth’s At-
torney Parisa Dehghani-Tafti. “It’s a way for

us to push pause and offer real opportuni-
ties for rehabilitation and fairness.”
Currently, judges are able to defer dis-
position in cases involving possession of
drugs or trespass. Earlier this year, a bill by
Del. Mike Mullin (D-93) and Sen. Creigh
Deeds (D-25) added shoplifting to that list.
Senate Democrats are pressing for a change
to the law that would do away with the lim-
ited number of crimes where defendants
could get deferred distortion. If the proposal
makes it out of the special session, defen-
dants could work with judges to set aside
charges for crimes like reckless driving, as-
sault and drunk driving.

“Not every social ill should be a crime,”
said Dehghani-Tafti. “Not every crime should
result in punishment that involves incarcera-
tion, and not every punishment should be so
long and so onerous that it leaves no room
for rehabilitation.”

SOMETIMES JUDGES push back against
prosecutors who want to dismiss charges. In
the last year, that’s happened in courtrooms
in Arlington and Norfolk, where judges re-
jected efforts by prosecutors to set aside mis-
demeanor drug charges. That’s led to some
frustration among Commonwealth’s Attor-
neys, who are elected by voters rather than
appointed to their position like judges. One
of the items on the legislative agenda for the
Progressive Prosecutors for Justice is for the
General Assembly to clarify what kind of dis-
cretion they can exercise in the courtroom.

“The only actor in the criminal justice sys-
tem that is directly accountable to the peo-
ple, the Commonwealth’s Attorney, had the
duty to bring the values of the community
into the courthouse,” said Fairfax County
Commonwealth’s Attorney Steve Desca-
no, who also clashed with judges after his
election last year. “The way that we do that
is through our prosecutorial discretion in
terms of how we deal with cases that come
across our desks.”

Sometimes tension between prosecutors
and judges happen when Commonwealth’s
Attorneys change their approach. That’s
what happened in Norfolk, where Common-
wealth’s Attorney Greg Underwood decided
to stop prosecuting misdemeanor marijua-
na possession charges and the circuit court
bench announced they wouldn’t be going
along with the program. Tensions have also
been high in Arlington, where judges de-
manded written explanations for each indi-
vidual charge Dehghani-Tafti wanted to set
aside. Descano says that kind of behavior
undermines a bedrock principle of justice.

“Over the last few years, as more and more
communities have elected reform-minded
prosecutors, we're seeing more and more
judges around the state ignore that and look
for loopholes in the law to try to thwart their
Commonwealth’s Attorneys and therefore
thwart the will of the people,” said Descano.



McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest,
but the best. This year marks our 40th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn

more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com
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Yacht Haven | $1,397,000

Completely redesigned and reimagined custom contemporary where California and Florida meet in Alexandria!
Open floor plan on the main level with stone gas fireplace, state-of-the-art kitchen with bar counter for casual
dining. The master bedroom with custom bath overlooks a beautiful deck with koi pond and fire pit, leading to
the outdoor kitchen and in-ground pool. Lower level family room with gas fireplace opens to a covered hot tub
pavilion. The detached oversized garage offers a full bath for guests, and an enormous “party room” above!

Kate Patterson 703.627.2166
www.KatePattersonHomes.com

OPEN SUN 8/2, 2-4PM

Old Town | $899,500

Absolutely charming semi-detached townhouse, built
in 1890 renovated and expanded in 1992. Separate
staircase to private master suite, great family room with
fireplace, gorgeous private garden and two Juliette
balconies! 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths. 414 Gibbon Street
Robin Arnold 703.966.5457
www.RobinArnoldSells.com

VIRTUAL OPEN SAT 8/1, 11AM

Arlington | $599,900

Charming 2 bedroom, 1 full bath detached Arlington
home! Cozy living room with custom built-ins,
hardwood flooring & wood-burning fireplace. Separate
dining room. Crisp, white kitchen with tile backsplash.
Sunroom overlooks flat fenced backyard. 5604 4th St S
Jen Walker 703.675.1566

www.JenWalker.com

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com
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OPEN SUN 8/2, 2-4PM

Hensley Estate | $745,000

The home you’ve been waiting for on a quiet cul-de-
sac! Updated kitchen opens to the family room with
French doors to the brick patio. 3 bedrooms & 2 baths
upstairs. Finished lower level with rec room, bedroom,
full bath, & storage. 2-car garage. 8201 Hensley Court
Rebecca McCullough 571.384.0941
www.RebeccaMcCullough.com

Port Royal | $320,000

Enjoy the Potomac River and Capitol view from the
balcony of this 10th floor one bedroom in Port Royal
with off-street parking, a front desk, and an expansive
roof-top sun deck. Walk to nearby waterfront bike
path, tennis courts, groceries, shops & restaurants.
Charlene Schaper 703.217.3666
www.cschaper.com
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VIRTUAL OPEN SAT 8/1, 12PM

Beverley Hills | $1,225,000

4-bedroom, 4-bath beautifully renovated home. Main
level features an office, kitchen with island & Viking
appliances. 4 beds/2 baths & laundry upstairs. Lower
level features second laundry room, full bath & rec room.
Patio & yard-great for entertaining! 3507 Halcyon Dr.
Jen Walker 703.675.1566

www.JenWalker.com

VIRTUAL OPEN FB LIVE! SAT 8/1, 11AM

Belle Haven Terrace | $739,000

Rarely available! Perfectionisinthe details! 3-bedroom,
2.5-bath raised rambler with oversized 1-car garage,
updated kitchen & baths, amazing lower level walk-
out, partially finished with large full bath. Landscaped
backyard patio. FB Live @ClemmerandSchuckHomes
Cindy Clemmer 703.966.0403
www.ClemmerandSchuck.com

OPEN SAT 8/1 & SUN 8/2, 1-3PM

Belle View | $234,900

Light & bright top floor, 1 bedroom, 1 bath condo.
All new stainless steel kitchen appliances, granite
countertop, and new bath vanity & sink make this the
perfect home. Fresh paint, an abundance of closet
space, and wood floors. 1705 Belle View Blvd Unit B1
Kathy Hassett 703.863.1546
www.KHassettproperties.com
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EDUCATION

enior Year Unlike Any

Recent high school grads, Class of 2021 face

college uncertainty amid pandemic.

By BRIDGETTE ADU-WADIER
MOUNT VERNON CAZETTE

enior year, 2020 T.C. Williams

graduate Mikaela Pozo applied

to 17 colleges. Despite the copi-

ous essays and application fees,
she needed to cast a wide net. An im-
migrant and first-generation college
student, Pozo depended on scholarships
to realize her college dreams. So she ap-
plied to pricier private universities that
could give her more grants as an inter-
national student.

But as college decisions came, Pozo
had few options. Her top choice rejected
her. Most of the colleges that accepted
her such as George Washington Univer-
sity and the University of Richmond gave
her no financial aid.

She did receive a full-ride to George
Mason University, which she will be at-
tending in the fall.

“It’s definitely not the school I thought
I would be attending,” said Pozo. “It was
not a part of the plan. The reason why I
chose George Mason was because it was
the most financially feasible option.”

She’s just one student whose college
plans differed from initial expectations.
Several other recent high school grads
are re-evaluating college options amid
the pandemic and financial crisis. The
students behind them, the Class of 2021,
are navigating a new college admissions
landscape.

“Because of COVID-19, I had to think
about what was the best option finan-
cially,” said Pozo. “Hypothetically, if I did
take out a loan and go to the University
of Richmond while we have COVID-19
happening, my mom loses her job and
can’t help me pay for school. Would
there be any opportunities for me to pay
off the loan? I would be taking a risk.”

Reopening plans for colleges don’t
make the decision making any easi-
er. George Mason University plans to
start its fall semester on schedule with
a hybrid plan including both online and
in-person classes, but final decisions
have yet to be made. Northern Virginia
Community College (NOVA) will continue
most of its classes online.

For some students, the first year of college
done remotely is anything but ideal.

Maria Areyan, a 2019 T.C. Williams grad-
uate who took a gap year, is excited to start
her first year of college at NOVA. However,
she’s not happy about the Zoom lectures.

“I'm not very good at online learning,
which is something that I'm scared about,”
said Areyan. “I'm more functional in a class-
room than I am in my room.”

College plans aren’t the only thing that’s
changed. Commonly regarded as a rite of
passage, the traditional senior year experi-
ence is now anything but. The Class of 2020
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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— Kennetra Smith,
Thomas Edison High School Class of 2021

had their senior year upended with a virtual
graduation ceremony, no prom, and a pan-
demic crashing it all.

“There was so much going on in the
world, it was difficult to think about college
when there were so many other things I had
to think about and process,” said Pozo.

The Class of 2021 will have to deal with
the same thing, all on top of college applica-
tions, possible first days of school over Zoom
and rising uncertainty as the pandemic con-
tinues.

“We know how hard it is, doing college
apps, doing schoolwork and balancing ev-
erything,” said Areyan. “But I think it’s going
to be harder now with the pandemic.

Fairfax and Loudoun counties have an-

Kennetra Smith, rising senior at Thomas Edison High
School and first-generation Ghanaian-American, has

high hopes and expectations for her college admissions
process. But she worries that her circumstances and the
pandemic might inhibit her from achieving her dreams of
attending a top college.

“I think ‘21 thought we were
safe, that maybe we’d miss some
schoolwork. But prom is non-
negotiable. As we are going into
the year, I'm starting to realize
that maybe we won'’t have prom.
.. It is what it is.”

social work.

to be normal.”

nounced a complete virtual
fall reopening for its public
school tudents. Alexandria
is still deliberating, hosting
public hearings to develop a
plan that will be publicized
by mid-August.

Kennetra Smith, a rising
senior at Thomas Edison High School, feels
uncertain about a new online school year. As
a low-income student living in a small apart-
ment with five other people, she struggled
to balance family responsibilities on top of
schoolwork and scholarship applications.

“It’s going to be really hard to make those
connections with my new teachers this
year,” said Smith. “How do I put myself out
there for my teachers and how do I engage?”

Fairfax had a rocky start to online learn-
ing earlier in the spring. A security breach
and technical issues with the distance learn-
ing platform Blackboard led to the district
pressing pause on online learning for several
days. Despite the issues being fixed, students

ther

SCHOLARSHIP FUND OF ALEXANDRIA (SFA)

Yulisa Morales, 2020 T.C. Williams graduate and SFA Scholarship Re-
cipient. She’s heading to Virginia State University in the fall to pursue

“Our senior year is going to be really
different; I don’t think it’s going to be
normal. I don’t think anything’s going

— Fina Osei-Owusu, T.C. Williams Class of 2021

will start a new school year with continuing
struggles with online learning.

“NOT EVERYONE has the same learning en-
vironment,” said Smith. “Not everyone has a
place where they can be respected. Not ev-
eryone has a specific space for this stuff. ...
We all know virtual learning isn’t working.
If anything, we're taking a step backwards.”

The pandemic is also causing a shakeup
in college admissions. Several Northern Vir-
ginia schools have adopted pass/fail grading
and taking college admissions tests like the
SAT and ACT have become nearly impossi-
ble. In response, many Virginia universities
such as University of Virginia and Virginia
Tech have made test scores optional for ad-
mission.

Smith is anxious to get standardized test-
ing over with. She registered to take the SAT
in August but her testing location in D.C.
canceled. She’s now scheduled to take the

SEE SENIOR, PAGE 7
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Plans Under Microscope for Belle View Shopping Center

Mount Vernon Task Force delays decision on recommendation.

By MIKE SALMON
THE GAZETTE

he plans to redevelop the Belle
View Shopping Center at Fort
Hunt Road and Belle View Boule-
vard are under closer examination
now that officials deem the mixed-use plan
that was submitted is more suitable for a
commercial area along Richmond Highway.
On the Site Specific Amendment Process
paper, the reason for the change was cited
as the following: “The proposed intensity
would be appropriate in development cen-
ters, such as the Richmond Highway Corri-
dor Area, that are planned for more intense
development and provide high frequency
transit service that enable residents to rely
less upon single occupancy vehicle travel,”
it stated. With its proximity to the Potomac
River, there are flooding concerns, and the
proposed mixed use development is not con-
sistent with the surrounding single family
homes in that area. “The subject area is sur-
rounded by single-family detached homes
to the west and north, low-rise multifamily
uses to the east, and commercial and mul-
tifamily residential uses to the south,” the
report stated.
The shopping center is located within the

MAP CONTRIBUTED

The map shows the residential streets surrounding the center.

MV4-Wellington Community Planning Sec-
tor, which is designated on the Concept for
Future Development as a Suburban Neigh-
borhood. Suburban Neighborhoods contain
a broad mix of residential densities, are
planned for little to no change in land use,
and recommend that infill development be
of compatible use, type, and intensity with
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the surrounding areas, the staff report stat-
ed. Wire Gill LLP proposed to build a mixed-
use facility on the 16-acre parcel consisting
of retail, office, and midrise multifamily
residential uses with a maximum building
height of 5 stories, it said in the report. This
type of development seems to be inline with
the Embark Richmond Highway plan that

is being developed by county planners over
the last few years.

On Tuesday, July 28, the Mount Vernon
Task Force remotely met via phone and vid-
eo chat, to discuss the matter with the prop-
erty owner Wire Gill LLP and Supervisor
Dan Storck, although Storck was delayed at
the Board of Supervisors meeting and was
not actually on the call. Graham Owen from
Fairfax County ran the meeting.

The Belle View Shopping Center was
brought up early on in the call and was dis-
cussed for some time, before David Gill from
Wire Gill LLP spoke, saying the face of retail
was changing, including the equation of re-
tail vs. residential mix.

Gill requested that the decision on Belle
View be delayed until Sept. 15, which is
the next planning meeting. Gill cited recent
events at the center from the fire months
ago, and the pandemic which has impacted
the businesses and surrounding residents.
Under this delay on a decision, Wire Gill LLP
will have to put up their new plan on the
website by Aug. 14 so everyone can see it
before the new decision is made in mid-Sep-
tember.

“Retail is changing considerably,” Gill
said, “this shopping center will face a chal-
lenge in the next 20 years,” he said.

When the task force brought up the con-

SEE REDEVELOPMENT, PAGE 5
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It’s a dated look but it seems to work for the surrounding community.

Redevelopment Plans

From Pace 5

cerns of traffic, floods, building heights and den-
sity with the new project, Gill acknowledged it.
“They are valid concerns,” he said.

“This does not fit in with a suburban neigh-
borhood at all,” added one task force member.

The task force put the new date up for a vote
and it was decided, nine yea’s and four nea’s
that the Belle View decision will be moved to
Sept. 15.

Although the Mount Vernon Gazette request-
ed the names, Storck’s office declined to pro-
vide names of those on the task force.

Mount Vernon District Task Force

The Mount Vernon District Task Force “mem-
bership, including appointment of the co-chairs,
is established by the Mount Vernon District
Supervisor. During the Planning Commission
Screening, the task force is responsible for re-
viewing the Mount Vernon District Site-Specif-
ic Plan Amendment nominations and making
recommendations to the Planning Commission
about including the nominations as submitted
or modified on the Comprehensive Plan Amend-
ment Work Program,” according to county doc-
uments.

“Task force members also may act as a liai-
son to their representative organizations or
communities — relaying information, soliciting
feedback, and advocating on behalf of interest-
ed community members and key stakeholders, prior
to the final vote of the task force.”

The task force is considered a public body under the
Virginia Freedom of Information Act.

Voices From the Neighborhood

Nearby residents shopping at the center were mixed
on the initial proposal which came out last winter. Bud
Wright was shopping at the center with his wife Kate

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

A grocery store and post office are the biggest entities
at the center.

who said “we’re here all the time.” Both had heard
of the proposals, and Bud Wright thought the stores
were a little dated. “I hope they still do something to
refurbish the stores,” he said.

On the other hand, Edward Altemos was looking
at the transportation problems that might come with
a new center. He was glad to hear they were taking
another look. “I didn’t want to see it built, the infra-
structure couldn’t support it,” he said.

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7730

rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Alex/Mt. Vernon Grove

4207 Robertson Blvd.
Welcome to this large beautiful 2 story split situated
on an expansive, flat, .34 acre lot w/a fenced bkyd, &
1 car side entry garage. A major renovation in 2015 to
include: new roof, kitchen opened up to living & dining
rooms w/granite counters & center isle, SS appliances,
cherry cabinets & oak floors to match the rest of the refinished hdwds, painted interior
w/crown molding, 6 panel doors throughout. A/C replaced in 2019. Large 19x12 deck
off the dining area, also installed in 2015. 2 wood burning FPLS inspected & improved as
necessary. All 3 baths remodeled as well. This is a tremendous buy & ideally situated in
Mt. Vernon. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir (S), 17-18 mins to S. Alexandria (N), 27 mins to National
Airport (N) & 28-30 mins to the Pentagon (N). Nothing like it on the market!!

Alex/ Riverside Estates Upper $600’s
8503 Cherry Valley

Riverside Estates’ largest split foyer model (Con-
cord) w/2 car garage & lots of updates, i.e., roof
2001, HVAC 2012, baths 2009, furnace 2001, updat-
ed double pane windows 2019. Kitchen was opened
to the dining & living rooms & is absolutely stun-
ning: granite & quartz counters, large island w/
seating capacity & beautiful hdwd floors. MBR & MBA share a lovely gas FPL to add
charm to the master suite. A large lower level offers a famiy rm which also has a gas
FPL, a 4th BR & & 3rd full bath. Plenty of storage behind the 2 car garage. Large lovely
fenced bkyd, perfect for entertaining. 7 minutes to Ft. Belvoir (S), 15 minutes to Alexan-
dria, (N), 25 mins to National Airport (N) and 33 mins to the Pentagon (N).

$659,900

Alex/Riverside Estates $3,000
8318 Orange Court

Beautiful Colonial with 3 finished levels

in Historic Mt. Vernon. 4 bedrooms, 3.5

baths, hardwood floors, screened porch,

deck, carport and large corner lot. Separate

laundry & storage rooms. Scenic commute

along the GW Parkway — 5 mins to Ft.

Belvoir, 15 to Old Town, 25 to National Airport & 30/35 to Pentagon/dc.

Walk to elementary and high school.

For more information: www.RexReiley.com

CrEoHT Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

REALTOR®
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OPINION

Creating More Equitable Admissions
Policies for Magnet Schools

By SEN. ScoTT SUROVELL

e need more equi-

table admissions

practices in what

are called “Gov-
ernor’s Schools.”  Earlier this
month, Gov. Ralph Northam ap-
pointed me to a task force with
about 20 other individuals in-
cluding Secretary of Education
Atif Qarni to examine equity
within our Governor’s Schools
System. Governor’s Schools were created in
1973 to provide an intense, summer academic
experience to high-achieving students and were
later expanded to full-year programs, including
Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology (TJHSST) in Fairfax County which
also also serves Prince William and Arlington
Counties.

I have often expressed concerns about
TJHSST’s admissions practices. Very few chil-
dren from eastern Fairfax or Prince William
Counties are admitted. When I reviewed data
a few years ago, fewer than five children had
been admitted out of 125 applicants from Walt
Whitman Intermediate School. In the most re-
cent freshman class, there were none or there
were so few African American students admit-
ted that Fairfax County Public Schools (FCPS)
was prohibited from releasing the actual num-
ber.

This history means that the student popula-
tion in these schools is very unrepresentative of
Northern Virginia, a region with a very diverse
population. TJHSST’s current student popula-
tion has less than 2% “economically disadvan-
taged” students as measured by students that

receive free and reduced lunches.
The feeder, non-Fairfax Coun-
ty jurisdictions all are 27.3%
economically disadvantaged.
TJHSST’s current student pop-
ulation is now 70% Asian, 25%
White and less than 2% Black and
Hispanic, while its feeder jurisdic-
tions are 18% Asian, 39% White,
11% Black, and 27% Hispanic.
Over 25% of each class’s ad-
missions come from two middle
schools — Rachel Carson in Mc-
Lean and Longfellow in Falls Church. Most of
the middle schools that are in eastern Fairfax
and Prince William counties have fewer than
five students — often zero — admitted students.

The problems leading to these results start in
elementary school. There is well-documented
research indicating that minority children are
often not identified or encouraged to participate
in elementary gifted and talented programs.
There is also a strong correlation between rec-
ommendations and the race of the teacher. In
other words, low numbers or the absence of mi-
nority teachers is associated with fewer minori-
ty children recommended for gifted programs.
Economically disadvantaged families are not
aware of such programs and do not advocate
for their children to enroll in them. Schools
with large economically disadvantaged student
populations have fewer gifted programs.

We also heard some surprising testimony.
First, gifted and talented programs arose during
the 1960s in response to school desegregation
efforts, and also have their roots in eugenics re-
search. Admissions to gifted programs are also
keyed solely to intelligence testing instead of
other variables such as creativity, problem-solv-

ing ability or other talents.

TJHSST’s principal pointed out that TJTHSST’s
success — measured by standardized test per-
formance -- has brought international acclaim
which has encouraged “Thomas” branded prep
elementary schools to arise in foreign countries
that feed students into specific Fairfax County
middle schools for admissions after families ob-
tain visas. She said that private test preparation
programs pay students to remember certain
questions and report them back so they can pre-
pare students in $14,000/year TJHSST prepa-
ration programs that meet regularly with their
own homework and curriculum.

Many have been aware of these facts for over
a decade and little action has been taken, which
is why the General Assembly needs to act.

There are multiple admissions approaches
that could be used. TJHSST currently uses an
admissions test and an essay. According to the
research, this type of admissions program is the
most likely of any to favor family wealth over
any other admissions factor, like a child’s ability.

Let me be clear: We are not considering a ra-
cial quota system. That is unconstitutional.

We will consider recommending alternate
admissions processes that cannot be gamed by
wealthy or advantaged families such as a lottery
system with equitable scoring systems, middle
school admissions minimums or caps, offering
admission to top students of each middle school
and allowing competition for remaining spots
or other processes. We will also consider elimi-
nating Governor’s Schools if they are unable to
adopt more equitable admissions policies.

I hope you will share your views with me.
Please send me an email at scott@scottsur-
ovell.org. It is an honor to serve as your
State Senator.

Voting During a Pandemic

By DELEGATE PAuL KRIZEK

ver the last several weeks

I have been getting many

questions from constitu-
ents about the upcoming Nov. 3
election and the rules and options
for voting during this pandemic.
Given the realities of this year, it’s
never too early to begin think-
ing about your plan to vote —
whether that involves requesting
a mail-in absentee ballot, voting
in-person absentee (early), or voting in-person
on Election Day, November 3rd.

This is the Presidential election, in case you
need reminding! Also, on the ballot will be the
U.S. Senate seat and all House of Representa-
tives races.

First, you should make sure that your voter
registration is up to date before the voter reg-
istration deadline on Oct. 13, 22 days prior to
the November General Election. You can go to

G %

https://www.elections.virginia.
gov/registration/ online to do
this. Should you choose to vote
absentee, you will need to apply
for an absentee ballot. These will
begin to be sent out to voters who
apply for them 45 days before
Election Day. The final deadline
to request an absentee ballot to
be mailed to you is Friday, Oct.
23 at 5 p.m.
With the potential delays we
are concerned about regarding
the United States Postal Service, due to Con-
gressional funding issues and the increase in
demand due to the pandemic, there is much
anxiety surrounding ensuring that ballots are
received in a timely manner and that votes are
counted.

So, what can you do to ensure that your bal-
lot will be safely returned on time and counted?
I will tell you.

Virginia has done a lot of work this year to
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make sure that voters can have confidence that
their votes will be secure and counted. When
you apply for an absentee ballot online, there
are several ways that you can return the com-
pleted ballot. You can always hand-deliver your
completed ballot to the local registrar’s office.
Or, you can place a stamp on the return enve-
lope and mail it back right away. For additional
assurance, during this year’s session, we passed
a new law introduced by Delegate Sickles that
gives a 3-day extension for accepting ballots
that are postmarked by Election Day. Before the
passage of this law, ballots received after polls
closed on Election Day, even those postmarked
by Election Day, were not counted. This grace
period will ensure that more votes are counted
even with a postal delivery delay.

Lastly, you can surrender your ballot at the
polling place on Election Day or one of the early
voting days and vote in-person. If you misplace
your ballot or do not receive it in time and still

SEE VOTING, PAGE 7
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Voting During a Pandemic

From Pace 6

wish to vote in-person, you can visit your
polling place and vote provisionally. Once
it is confirmed that you did not also submit
your absentee ballot, your provisional ballot
is counted. There is no way to vote twice!

Another option, if you would feel more
comfortable voting in person, is taking ad-
vantage of the newly expanded absentee
in-person voting. In-person absentee voting
will begin on Sept. 19. My wife and I plan to
vote early at the Mount Vernon Government
Center on Parkers Lane. You can easily prac-
tice social distancing by staying 6 feet apart
from other voters and staff while masked
when voting early. This is a good option to
avoid crowds and lines that would be likely
on Election Day.

Thanks to laws passed during the General
Assembly this year, voters no longer need to
have an excuse to vote by absentee ballot,
whether by mail or in person.

I am returning to Richmond for a Special
General Assembly Session on Aug. 18. With
a surge in absentee ballot requests expected,
Virginia will need to be proactive to ensure
that ballots can be returned in a timely man-
ner. Therefore, we will try to pass a law that
authorizes localities to install absentee bal-
lot drop boxes to avoid using the USPS due
to the possibility of delays. As a member of
the Privileges and Elections Committee and
the Appropriations Committee, I am going
to push to find funding for this measure.
As I have stated before, Virginians should
not be forced to choose between exercising
their right to vote and the health and safety
of themselves and their loved ones. Giving
Virginians a plethora of options to exercise
their civic duty to be able to safely cast their
votes, while being confident that each op-
tion means that their vote will be counted,
remains a top priority of mine. Don’t forget
to vote!

14 Satellite Absentee Voting Locations

In anticipation of a high voter turnout,
Fairfax County will offer 14 satellite loca-
tions for in-person absentee voting for the

Nov. 3, general election. The Board of Su-
pervisors established these locations during
their July 14, meeting. For the 2020 presi-
dential election, the county is increasing its
absentee voting locations compared to the
nine that were available in 2016. Election
officials called for added locations because
they are anticipating a high turnout —es-
pecially with the new state law that allows
“no-excuse” absentee voting. Until now, vot-
ers were required to have a reason to vote
absentee.

These 14 satellite locations will be open
for in-person absentee voting starting on
Oct. 14:

Centreville Regional Library, 14200 Saint
Germain Drive, Centreville

Franconia Governmental Center 6121
Franconia Road, Alexandria

Great Falls Library 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls

Herndon Fortnightly Library 768 Center
Street, Herndon

Laurel Hill Golf Club 8701 Laurel Crest
Drive, Lorton

Mason Governmental Center 6507 Co-
lumbia Pike, Annandale

McLean Governmental Center 1437 Balls
Hill Road, McLean

Mount Vernon Governmental Center 2511
Parkers Lane, Alexandria

North County Governmental Center 1801
Cameron Glen Drive, Reston

Providence Community Center 3001
Vaden Drive, Fairfax

Sully Governmental Center 4900 Stone-
croft Boulevard, Chantilly

Thomas Jefferson Library 7415 Arlington
Boulevard, Falls Church

Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church

West Springfield Governmental Center
6140 Rolling Road, Springfield

These locations are currently proposed
to be open weekdays from 1 to 7 p.m., and
Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Howev-
er, the Fairfax County Electoral Board may
decide to adjust these hours later this sum-
mer based on the interest in absentee vot-
ing by mail.

Senior Year Unlike Any Other

FroM Pace 3

exam in October at a school in Maryland, an
hour and a half away from home.

Even with recent policy changes, a good
test score can still bring scholarships and
college affordability.

“Schools say they’re ‘test-optional,’” but to
what extent are they actually test-optional?”
said Smith.

She’s not the only one who might have
to apply to college without test scores. T.C.
Williams rising senior Fina Osei-Owusu is
banking on taking her SAT in August after
having her first one canceled in April. But
like many things, there’s no guarantee that
it will happen.

“Everybody is in the same boat,” said Beth
Lovain of the Scholarship Fund of Alexan-
dria. “Whatever challenges that they have,
every student has.”
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

DESPITE THE PANDEMIC, Pozo argues the
barriers many disadvantaged students face
when applying to college will persist.

‘A lot of low-income people and undocu-
mented people experience the college pro-
cess a little bit differently,” said Pozo. “The
college process itself shows how inaccessible
college education is.”

“We’re very worried about the students,”
said Lovain. “But at some point, it all will go
back to normal.”

But Smith is starting to accept that her se-
nior year probably won’t go as anticipated.

“I think ‘21 thought we were safe, that
maybe we’d miss some schoolwork,” said
Smith. “But prom is non-negotiable. As we
are going into the year, 'm starting to real-
ize that maybe we won’t have prom....It is
what it is.”
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Pliny the Elder relaxes in his comfy Toasty Cat bed. This 5-year-old
feline lives with Hope Nelson and Michael Pope

Let me introduce you to Scooby, our adorable Yorkie. We are celebrat-
ing his 12th birthday July 22. He loves riding in the car, chasing sand
crabs on the beach and just being outside with us. He joined our family
when my sons Alex and Chris were 15 and 11, respectively, and loves
playing with them. In this photo, he was visiting Alex in DC and out for
a hike in the park. We take him everywhere and he has stolen our hearts.

Happy birthday, Scooby!

LYNN CHENG, ALEXANDRIA

PET GAZETTE

Cannoli, left and neighbor Jeremiah, are cat friends, greeting each
other in the morning

Here are a few photos of my cat as well as a neighbor’s cat that has
almost become our cat. And I include a few photos of a wild fox. While
certainly not ours or anyone else’s pet, in the late spring, this fox and
another young one, started frequently showing up in our yard, which is
not far from Holmes Run Park. He would wander around the yard, play,
sleep sometimes, they just sort of adopted our yard for a while. And they
didn’t seem to mind that people were there as we would frequently just
sit and watch them.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN MARQUIS

Jeremiah, a neighbor cat from a
few houses away, is frequently
at our front door in the morning
looking for our cat Cannoli

Our cat Cannoli sitting “guard”
on a rock in front of our home
in Alexandria.

Featured is Tilly, a retired Guiding Eyes for the Blind dog who “worked” for 6 years as a therapy dog (after

retiring from Guide work) at a local special needs school, APTS.

She often got visits and walks and time with the students, but she was definitely surprised by this student
dressed up as a dog. But, she agreed to humor the unusual visitor! as she always did. She was owned and loved

by the Vernon family.

She often appeared in church with us, and was recognized on Veteran’s day for her Service work!

She was a great dog and lived until May of this year, to the age of 14.
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The fox did not seemed to be
bothered by us and would walk
around our yard while we were

just sitting right there watching.

While technically not our pet,
this fox from the Holmes Run
Park, would frequently come
into our yard to roam around,
rest, he seemed quite comfort-

able around us, we named it Kit.

This is Jeremiah, a neighbor cat
from a few houses away, who
enjoys hanging out in our yard

Rose, the black cat, and Cumin, belong to Gazette editor Mary

Kimm. They are 8 years old. Rose was adopted from Lost Dog and

Cat Rescue, and Cumin was adopted from PetConnect rescue.

ANN AND JERRY VERNON

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Reporter Mike Salmon and

Reporter Mike Salmon and his dog have spent a lot of time since the ad-
vent of Coronavirus in his home office hanging out together. “Around the
Salmon house, The Cokester is the boss. The Cokester is a MaltiPoo and
he’s very smart. He barks when he wants a treat, and thinks he deserves
one when he eats his bowl of food. His job is to tend to Mary Jane whose
mobility is limited and she uses a walker to get around. And at 9 pm
sharp, The Cokester knows it’s bedtime, and works on getting everybody
upstairs. Being on the floor, he can’t see everything, so he likes it when I
carry him around so he can see what’s going on.”

From Neal Denton: This is our 14yr old German Shorthaired Pointer,
Dexter. We took a short visit to OBX and Dex loves an early morning
sunrise.

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

This is Lillie Knapp! She lives in Hollin Hall Village.
Lillie was adopted from the Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria 15 years ago with her sister Raven, who
has since crossed over the Rainbow Bridge. She loves
to cuddle in bed with her mom, lay on the back patio
in the sunshine and eat “Greenies“ treats every chance
she gets! We love our Lillie.

This is Dexter (the cat) and Kiki from Alexandria VA.
Dexter was a foster cat in Richmond Va. Previously
lived in a garage, without much social interaction. He
is very talkative, so many folks didn’t quite want to live
with him. However, Kiki fostered him in college and
he won her heart, she adopted him. Oddly enough, he

still talks, but not as much. JENNIFER KNAPP:

Here is a picture of my three papillons: Bucky (foreground), Dora (left),
and Morgan (background). We make the trip to the Old Town Market ev-
ery Saturday morning to buy fresh fruits and vegetables and visit with our
doggie friends. The last stop is the dog park at Ford’s Landing for some
rest and relaxation. Bucky is one year older than his sister, Dora. Morgan
is the oldest and captain of the crew. We have a cat named Luna, 3 years
old, keeping with the black and white theme.

DiLLON AND SusAN BOYER
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

* Electrical (ELE) Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

e Gas Fitting (GFC) Since 1999
¢ Heating Ventilation and Air

Conditioning (HVA) i5 complaiz for ihe
* Plumbing (PLB) stz 8

¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Another Hount Yernon Gazette Community Partnership
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BULLETIN

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork wel-
come. Deadline is Thursday at noon,
at least two weeks before event.

COUNTY OFFERS 14 SATELLITE
ABSENTEE VOTING

In anticipation of a high voter turnout,
Fairfax County will offer 14 satel-
lite locations for in-person absen-
tee voting for the Nov. 3, general
election. The Board of Supervisors
established these locations during
their July 14, meeting. For the
2020 presidential election, the
county is increasing its absentee
voting locations compared to the
nine that were available in 2016.
Election officials called for added
locations because they are antici-
pating a high turnout —especially
with the new state law that allows
“no-excuse” absentee voting. Until
now, voters were required to have
a reason to vote absentee.

These 14 satellite locations will be
open for in-person absentee voting
starting on Oct. 14:

Centreville Regional Library, 14200
Saint Germain Drive, Centreville

Franconia Governmental Center 6121
Franconia Road, Alexandria

Great Falls Library 9830 Georgetown
Pike, Great Falls

Herndon Fortnightly Library 768 Cen-
ter Street, Herndon

Laurel Hill Golf Club 8701 Laurel
Crest Drive, Lorton

Mason Governmental Center 6507
Columbia Pike, Annandale

McLean Governmental Center 1437
Balls Hill Road, McLean

Mount Vernon Governmental Center

2511 Parkers Lane, Alexandria
North County Governmental Center
1801 Cameron Glen Drive, Reston
Providence Community Center 3001
Vaden Drive, Fairfax
Sully Governmental Center 4900
Stonecroft Boulevard, Chantilly
Thomas Jefferson Library 7415 Arling-
ton Boulevard, Falls Church
Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library 7584
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church
West Springfield Governmental Center
6140 Rolling Road, Springfield
These locations are currently proposed
to be open weekdays from 1 to 7
p.m., and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. However, the Fairfax County
Electoral Board may decide to ad-
just these hours later this summer
based on the interest in absentee
voting by mail.

NEEDLEWORK SHOW AT
WOODLAWN

The 57th Annual Needlework Show
at Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey
House re-opens to the public on
July 15- August 2, 2020. The Show
structure will be modified: Entry is
by timed ticket, in smaller groups
each half-hour, purchased online
only. Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey
House is at 9000 Richmond High-
way, Alexandria, VA 22309.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Help the Alexandria Domestic Violence
Program (DVP) and Sexual Assault
Center (SAC) make a positive
impact for those in need and
increase awareness of domestic

SEE BULLETIN, PAGE 13

lost (adj): 1. unable to find

the way. 2. not appreciated

or understood. 3. no longer
owned or known

Helping Animals Find
Their Way Since 2001

Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering,
transportation, adoption center caretaking and more.

Adopt/Donate/\Volunteer

www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



BACKYARD HABITAT

Ponds are Popular

in Backyards
Around the Area

Sometimes a water garden

provides the natural
setting for fish, frogs,
butterflies and birds.

By MIKE SALMON
THE CONNECTION

o Vineeta Anand, all the creatures that flock

to her backyard pond are so familiar they’re

like pets to her, with the pond being the

common bond. It’s the center of the eco-
system she’s created in her Alexandria backyard and
a feature that’s becoming more common in the area
as the definition of a pet is getting as diverse as the
population.

“The hummingbirds and Monarch butterflies have
brought me so much comfort, I just go out and sit
there and watch them,” Anand said. “The foxes come
for a visit, birds come down and drink from the pond,”
she said.

Inside her pond, there is a school of fish, frogs that
aren’t afraid to let out bellows right in front of her,
and plants of all sorts that provide shade and oxygen
for the water. “The plants are food for the fish,” so she
doesn’t add any food, and this keeps the school wild,
she said.

Although there’s a big natural role for this feature in
the yard, the pond does need a certain level of mainte-
nance to keep everything in balance. There’s a filtra-
tion pump and aerator, and a fountain that keeps the
water oxygenated, and occasionally everything needs
cleaning, including the lily pads. The duckweed that
invades from time to time has to be removed, other-
wise it will overgrow and fill the pond with plants.
“It’s a lot of work,” she said, but with the pandemic
outside her yard, the pond and all the creatures that
live there are her escape. “I like to think of this as my
slice of heaven,” she said.

Lilypons Water Gardens, is a local company that
specializes in these ponds, that they describe as a
place to nourish the soul. They sell everything from a
starter kit to plants, fish, snails, tub liners, waterfalls
and filters, with prices that vary depending on the size
of the pond and accessories.

This pond in a Hayfield backyard has an owl lurking that eats some

of the wildlife.
wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

PHOTOS BY MIKE SALMON/THE CONNECTION
Vineeta Anand enjoys the animals around her
pond, and thinks of them as her pets.

In Springfield, this front yard pond was made
entirely by the homeowner.

Putting in the Pond

As with any home project, an expert can be hired to
do it all and the homeowner only needs to write the
check, but backyard ponds, there are a batch of do-
it-yourself models too. Most consist of a plastic shell
to hold the water, or digging a hole and then lining it
with plastic to hold the water, and then putting rocks
around it to hold the plastic. After that, the sky’s the
limit to the designs.

HomeBNC, a home beautification and creative or-
ganization, even has one that is built around an old
truck tire, they call the Recycled Tractor Tire Pond,
and it is basically a shallow hole for the tire, then cut
the top of the tire off, fill in the middle, line with plas-
tic, and fill with water.

Kirsten Conrad is a Agriculture Natural Resource
Extension Agent for the Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion in Arlington that works with the Master Garden-
ers, and she finds many gardeners incorporate a pond
too. “It’s a popular thing to do,” she said. Conrad has
worked with Anand to keep her backyard habitat a
spot for wildlife in busy Alexandria, and likes the
pond as well. Although it is a water structure, Con-
rad finds the mosquitoes don’t seem to be a problem,
that’s when natural species take care of the situation.
The fish and birds eat the larvae. “Natural organisms
take control,” she said, and Anand has the same feel-
ing for nature around her yard.

These two frogs in Anand’s
pond are the perfect pets and
even provide a sound track with
their croaking.
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CAZETTE FILE PHOTOS BY JANET BARNETT
An eviction protest in Alexandria earlier in July.

Gap Between Relief Funds, Eviction
Moratorium Could Cause Mass Evictions

Slow: 12,000 eviction cases in courts
statewide while only 300 tenant households
had received federal funds.

By MARY PADEN
GAZETTE

he expiration of the state eviction

moratorium and the refusal of the

Fairfax District Court to extend it

locally past July 10 has sent Fair-
fax County legal aid attorneys and Health
and Human Services Department staff into
a flurry of action to try to get federal assis-
tance to the 500 tenants currently on the
docket for eviction proceedings. Less than
a quarter of households seeking rent assis-
tance from the county have gotten it so far,
with most still in processing.

The situation is worse throughout the
state. At a press conference July 17, VOICE,
a faith-based community action group, said
there were 12,000 eviction cases in courts
statewide while only 300 tenant households
had received federal funds.

Ironically, low-income tenants — those
most affected by the pandemic and shut-
down — may face eviction while federal
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity (CARES) Act funds sit in the bank.

The Fairfax NAACP and the South County
Task Force called on Gov. Ralph Northam to-
day to extend the moratorium until CARES
rent relief funds can be distributed to ten-
ants. VOICE called for a moratorium through
Aug. 31. Other statewide groups have also
recommended a new moratorium.

Meanwhile, last week the federal eviction
moratorium for landlords with federally
backed loans expired (on July 25), as did
the extension on unemployment insurance.
The federal forbearance program applied to

only 30-40 percent of rental properties, ac-
cording to the National Low Income Hous-
ing Coalition. Many housing groups are call-
ing on Congress to provide more rent relief
and housing funding as part of the HEROs
Act which is before the Senate, because
the pandemic and economic slowdown are
dragging out much longer than anticipated
in the original CARES Act. Virginia Senators
Mark Warner and Tim Kaine have co-spon-
sored some of the housing bills.

Eviction Tsunami Predicted Since April

A summer eviction tsunami was predict-
ed last April by national housing think tanks
and advocates such as the Urban Institute
and Enterprise, and the Urban League. The
$2 trillion federal CARES Act signed March
27, plus various state eviction moratoria,
were designed to shore up out-of-work low
and moderate income renters. But funds
were slow to get out and eviction morato-
ria are expiring nationwide before the pay-
ments can be distributed.

Fairfax County received CARES funds in
early May and designated $20 million for
housing stability, utilities, and food support
in mid-May. Gov. Northam announced a $50
million CARES rent relief fund on June 25
and asked Circuit Courts to extend eviction
moratoria so the state could get the funds
out. The state Supreme Court moratorium
ended June 28 and circuit courts did not re-
new it.

Some Tenants Self-evict to Keep Record
Clean
The state moratorium did not prevent
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landlords from sending threatening letters
to tenants in the meantime. About 50 per-
cent of renters “self-evict” after receiving
such letters from landlords, according to
VOICE, because an eviction on their record
can prevent them from being able to rent
another apartment. Most tenants in eviction
court have no legal representation and those
without it face nearly 100 percent chance of
eviction, whereas those with an attorney
face about a 50 percent chance of eviction,
according to Northern Virginia legal aid at-
torneys.

Legislation passed at the 2020 session al-
lows a 60-day postponement of an eviction
if the tenant can show proof of being laid off
because of the pandemic. But most tenants
don’t know about this and don’t have an at-
torney to tell them. Many very-low-income
tenants worked jobs that did not provide
documentation of a Covid layoff.

Scrambling to Help in Fairfax District
Court

In Fairfax County, Northern Virginia Legal
Aid attorney Dipti Pidikiti-Smith and others
are going all out to identify clients and con-
nect them with rent relief assistance at the
Department of Health and Human Services
(HHS). Dean Klein, former head of the Office
to Prevent and End Homelessness, heads a
task force that includes members from legal
aid, HHS, the Department of Housing, and
the Sheriff’s office to alert tenants and land-
lords to the possibility of paying rent with
CARES funds.

To get CARES funds out quickly, the county
gave grants to various nonprofits throughout
the county with which it has relationships. It
designed a system whereby people in need
must call the county’s emergency hotline for
an intake process after which they are di-
rected to a nonprofit in their area that cuts a
check to their landlords or utilities.

However, the hotline was overwhelmed
with calls, especially after the number was
advertised widely, and callers faced a long
wait — over an hour in some cases. As of
the end of June, the hotline had received
4,885 calls requesting rent relief alone, up
about 300 percent over the previous year,
and with over 3,000 first-time callers. Calls
spiked the week of July 15, with 5,654 calls
(up 600 percent) after the number appeared
in the media. But so far, just over 1,000 ten-
ants have received CARES rent relief (of up
to 4 months’ rent) according to county staff.
It is not clear what is causing the bottleneck,
but HHS is bringing in additional intake op-
erators and has promised to give the Board
of Supervisors a plan to streamline the ho-
tline system.

Meanwhile, Klein’s task force is trying to
help tenants on the brink of eviction. Legal
aid is trying to get in touch with landlords to
let them know rent relief funds are available
through the county and giving them guid-
ance on how to get mortgage forbearance.
Earlier the county had sent letters to land-
lords with information about the moratori-
um and forthcoming CARES funds, but the
follow up was unclear.

“We have a huge battle ahead of us with
the moratorium ending,” Klein said. Some
people have not been able to pay rent for
three to four months and they usually strug-
gle to pay one month’s rent.”

AT THE END OF MAY, the South County
Task Force and 37 other organizations in
Northern Virginia — including the Fairfax
NAACE the Equity Agenda Coalition, SIEU,
and two teachers unions — plus 14 Fairfax
County legislators, sent a letter to Northam
asking for an extension of the moratorium
through Aug. 31. The Southern Poverty Law

SEe EvicTiON, PAGE 13
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BULLETIN BOARD

From Pace 13

violence and sexual assault in our
community by becoming a volun-
teer. Volunteers benefit from the
unique experience of interacting
personally with victims of domestic
violence and sexual assault. There
are opportunities in DVP for special
events volunteers, court advocates
and shelter supervisors. Call 703-
746-4911 or visit alexandriava.
gov/DomesticViolence. To become
a SAC volunteer, which includes
opportunities for Volunteer Hotline
Advocates, call Lydia at 703-746-
3127 or visit alexandriava.gov/
SexualViolence.

Assistance League of Northern Virgin-
ia, a volunteer nonprofit, invites
community members to join the
organization to participate in its
Reading Express program. Volun-
teers provide one-on-one tutoring
to first grade students during the
school year. To learn more contact
VP Membership Mary Gronlund
at gronbiz@aol.com or Program
Coordinator Lynn Barron at lyn-
nieb517@verizon.net.

United Community (formerly UCM),
with main office located at 7511
Fordson Road, Alexandria, seeks
volunteers for Food Pantry as-
sistance, Early Learning Center
teacher aides, basic needs coun-
selors, youth tutors and mentors,
office administration/data entry,

SEE BULLETIN, PAGE 14

Evictions

From Pace 12

Center in Richmond asked for the
same.

The South County Task Force
letter noted that “In an analysis
of eviction moratoria in 50 states,
Princeton’s Eviction Lab’s interac-
tive Policy Scorecard rated Virgin-
ia’s Supreme Court ordered mora-
torium only a half-star out of five
stars, because it lacked most of the
provisions that would alleviate a
rent crisis when the moratorium
lifts” and that “Governors in 30
states have issued executive orders
to halt evictions.”

Northam has insisted that he
doesn’t have the authority to or-
der an eviction moratorium, but a
July 15 letter from Attorney Gen-
eral Mark Herring in response to
a query from several legislators
says, “The Governor has both the
executive and statutory authori-
ty to issue emergency orders....
Whether any particular executive
order is an appropriate exercise of
emergency power depends on the
scope of the executive order and
the facts and circumstances.”

Herring also said the “Gener-
al Assembly can pass legislation
placing limitations on evictions” as
well as “pass legislation allowing
localities to place limitations on
evictions.”

The General Assembly starts a
special session Aug. 18 that is re-
stricted to dealing with the budget
and police reform, but an eviction
moratorium might be appropriate if
the Governor does not act by then.
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Legals Legals

NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY

DRAFT ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT AND
DRAFT FINDING OF NO PRACTICABLE ALTERNATIVE
FOR THE DAVISON ARMY AIRFIELD AREA DEVELOPMENT PLAN

U.S. Army Garrison Fort Belvoir, Fairfax County, Virginia

Description. Interested parties are hereby notified that the Department of Army (Army) has
prepared a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) regarding the proposed action de-
scribed below. Notice is also made for a Draft Finding of No Practical Alternative (FONPA),
prepared by the Army to comply with Executive Order (EO) 11988, Floodplain Management
and EO 11990, Protection of Wetlands.

Statutory Authority. This notice is being issued to all interested parties in accordance with
the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), Council on Environmental Quality NEPA imple-
menting regulations (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] Parts 1500-1508), and Army NEPA
regulations (32 CFR Part 651).

Proposed Action. The Army proposes to implement an Area Development Plan (ADP) for Da-
vison Army Airfield (DAAF) on Fort Belvoir in Fairfax County, Virginia. The proposed ADP would
provide DAAF and its tenant organizations with the required facilities and infrastructure to fully
support their ongoing missions. Implementing the ADP for DAAF would also address multiple
operational safety concerns along the runway and improve the functional layout of the airfield
as a whole. Projects in the proposed ADP would be implemented over the next 30 years.

Public Review. The Draft EIS and Draft FONPA are available for view or download online or
by request, as follows:

Online https://home.army.mil/belvoir/index.php/about/Garrison/directorate-public-
works/environmental-division

Compact Disc Request by email to:
FortBelvoirNOI@usace.army.mil

Request by mail to:

US Army Fort Belvoir Directorate of Public Works
Attn.: DAAF Draft EIS

Environmental Division, Chief

9430 Jackson Loop, Building 1442, Rm #230
Fort Belvoir, Virginia 22060-5116

Printed copies of the Draft EIS and Draft FONPA typically provided to local libraries will not
be available due to COVID-19 restrictions. All materials will be provided online. If you cannot
access the Draft EIS materials online, please send a request for information to the above
address.

Comments. The Army welcomes your participation in its decision-making process and solic-
its your feedback on the proposed action. In accordance with 32 CFR Part 651.14, the Draft
EIS will be available for a 45-day public review period starting 24 July 2020. During this period,
the public may submit comments on the Draft EIS and Draft FONPA. Written comments or
requests for additional information about the proposed action and environmental review can
be made via email or postal mail, as noted above. The 45-day public review and comment
period for the Draft EIS and Draft FONPA will conclude on 8 September 2020.

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements
Announcements Announcements
Announcements Announcements
Announcements Announcements

An expert is someone who knows some of the worst mistakes that
can be made in his subject and how to avoid them. -Werner Heisenberg
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Wait. What?

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

“Thyroid cancer.” Again? | thought the point
of last week’s surgical biopsy was to genetically-
sequence a lung cancer tumor. Now you tell me
the radiologist/pathologist found more thyroid
cancer. As it already has happened, my oncologist
- in coordination with my endocrinologist, said
that my most recent CT scan showed “excellent
results” (from my previous thyroid cancer
treatment - which ended with radioiodine
therapy), and furthermore noted that the thyroid
cancer was confined to my neck. Yet a few weeks
later, the thyroid cancer is back in my lungs. What
happened? Or more importantly perhaps, what
didn’t happen?

Well, if I understand what my oncologist said
to us over the phone on Wednesday, disappointing
as it initially sounded, it might not be at all bad.
Apparently, the dose of radioiodine (nuclear
medicine) | received had been modified (reduced)
due to my pre-existing kidney function issue.
Since this modification was not a “normal” dose,
it didn’t locate all the thyroid cancer tumors;
the smaller ones, that is, so the presumption
was that all the thyroid cancer had been found,
identified and eliminated. Until last week’s biopsy
found otherwise. What does it all mean? Il try
to explain, although I'm sure I'll get lost in the
science somewhere.

I still have two types of cancer: non small
cell lung cancer and papillary thyroid cancer.
However, | may have thyroid cancer in the lungs
which actually may be better than having lung
cancer in the lungs. The reason being: papillary
thyroid cancer is curable whereas non small
cell lung cancer is not (it is treatable though).
Moreover, thyroid cancer is slow-growing and
at present, so small that there may not be any
treatment to follow. To learn more definitively
what is happening in my body, I'm scheduled for
a PET scan this week and then another surgical
biopsy the following week. This time the biopsy
will be a lung biopsy. This will get tissue from
within the lung (a bit of a lung-collapsing risk), not
from the periphery (the lymph nodes). Presumably,
this biopsy will provide some clarity.

According to my oncologist, | have a dozen
or so tumors in my lungs, some of which may be
thyroid cancer. Unfortunately, it’s not practical
or prudent to biopsy all of them so a complete
assessment will not be possible. Therefore, an
educated guess will have to be made: continue to
treat the lung cancer with immunotherapy or not,
and/or only treat the thyroid cancer which given
its small size and slow-growing nature wouldn’t
require any treatment - for now. And might not for
years.

But if there are more tumors that are lung
cancer - which the doctors can’t confirm, and I'm
not receiving any treatment for them (because
of the thyroid cancer diagnosis), won’t my lung
cancer tumors grow? And since one medicine
doesn’t work against two types of cancer, | may
not be receiving treatment for the cancer that's
really active and receiving treatment for the cancer
that is not active. And the only way to find out
what types of cancer exist is to biopsy each and
every tumor - which is not going to happen. As my
oncologist said in response to our characterization
of this damned if I don’t and damned if | do
scenario as being very complicated: “Mr. Lourie
has always been a complicated patient.”

As | review this column and reconsider what
my oncologist has advised going forward, it's
not only complicated, it’s confusing and a bit
disorienting. What exactly do I have and what are
the risks, and more importantly: what is my life
expectancy? Nevertheless, as my oncologist said:
“I'm glad we did this biopsy.” Me, too.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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Good is not
good, where
better is
expected.

-Thomas Fuller
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Patios & Drainage

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

¢ Planting & Landscaping Design

¢ Drainage & Water Problems

¢ Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New

¢ Patios and Walks ¢ Masonry Work or Dry Laid
¢ Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
* Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed
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NEWS

Max Scherzer
Signs Baseball for
Women’s Education
Fundraiser

There is an opportunity to own a baseball
signed by Nationals pitcher Max Scherzer
with “2019 World Series Champs!” and at
the same time support women’s and girl’s
education. With the cancellation of McLean
Branch AAUW'’s Used Book Sale, its annual
charitable fundraiser, a substitute fundraiser
will feature the Scherzer baseball opportuni-
ty along with a request for contributions to
support education and local scholarships for
women. In 2019 the proceeds of the book
sale enabled the branch to fund scholarships
for a woman returning to college at George
Mason, Marymount, and Trinity universi-
ties and also support women’s education
through AAUW Funds, a 501(c)(3) entity.

Donors will get on base with a contribu-
tion of $20 or more and also have the op-
portunity to hit a home run and own the
baseball signed by Max Scherzer. In fact,
three donors will have the opportunity be-
cause Max graciously gave the branch three
signed balls.

For each $20 contribution, the person’s
name will be listed. Multiples of $20 will en-
hance the opportunity, and the owners will
be selected randomly.

Contributions can be made until Aug.
31 through GoFundMe at https://charity.
gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/aauw-mc-
lean-areas-home-run-fundraiser-for-wom-
en-and-education.

Donations may also be sent with full
name, address, and phone number to Mc-
Lean Branch AAUW (American Association
of University Women) at PO. Box 1002, Mc-
Lean, VA 22101. A receipt will be sent for
each contribution. The $40,000 goal will en-
able the branch to fund the scholarships and
AAUW fellowships and grants as in the past.
Last year’s book sale netted $47,000.

BULLETIN BOARD

From Pace 13

and community outreach. Flexible hours and
schedules. Opportunities for all ages to serve,
including community service hours. More info
at ucmagency.org/volunteer-opportunities or
email volunteer@ucmagency.org.

Operation Paws for Homes, a Virginia based
501(c)(3) organization seeks volunteers,
especially to foster dogs. See www.ophrescue.
org for information and all volunteer oppor-
tunities.

Line Dance Instructor needed for the Gum
Springs Senior Program once a week on ei-
ther Tuesday, Wednesday or Thursday. Volun-
teer Solutions, call 703-324-5406, TTY 711.
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WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

8/31/20.]

ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA
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