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Alex Mather with the rocket to Mars 
behind him: Lake Braddock seventh 

grader wins the contest to name Mars 
rover and witnesses the lift off.
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LIDL STORE IN FAIRFAX OPENS
The Lidl Store at 11179 Lee Highway 

in Fairfax held its grand opening 
on July 29. The store will operate 
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday-Sun-
day. The Fairfax store will be Lidl’s 
27th in Virginia and second in 
Fairfax County. 

COUNTY OFFERS 14 SATELLITE 
ABSENTEE VOTING
In anticipation of a high voter turnout, 

Fairfax County will offer 14 satel-
lite locations for in-person absen-
tee voting for the Nov. 3, general 
election. The Board of Supervisors 
established these locations during 
their July 14, meeting. For the 
2020 presidential election, the 
county is increasing its absentee 
voting locations compared to the 
nine that were available in 2016. 
Election officials called for added 
locations because they are antici-
pating a high turnout —especially 
with the new state law that allows 
“no-excuse” absentee voting. Until 
now, voters were required to have 
a reason to vote absentee.

These 14 satellite locations will be 
open for in-person absentee voting 
starting on Oct. 14:

Centreville Regional Library, 14200 
Saint Germain Drive, Centreville

Franconia Governmental Center 6121 
Franconia Road, Alexandria

Great Falls Library 9830 Georgetown 
Pike, Great Falls

Herndon Fortnightly Library 768 Cen-
ter Street, Herndon

Laurel Hill Golf Club 8701 Laurel 
Crest Drive, Lorton

Mason Governmental Center 6507 
Columbia Pike, Annandale

McLean Governmental Center 1437 
Balls Hill Road, McLean

Mount Vernon Governmental Center 
2511 Parkers Lane, Alexandria

North County Governmental Center 
1801 Cameron Glen Drive, Reston

Providence Community Center 3001 
Vaden Drive, Fairfax

Sully Governmental Center 4900 
Stonecroft Boulevard, Chantilly

Thomas Jefferson Library 7415 Arling-
ton Boulevard, Falls Church

Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library 7584 
Leesburg Pike, Falls Church

West Springfield Governmental Center 
6140 Rolling Road, Springfield

These locations are currently proposed 
to be open weekdays from 1 to 7 
p.m., and Saturdays from 9 a.m. to 
5 p.m. However, the Fairfax County 
Electoral Board may decide to ad-
just these hours later this summer 
based on the interest in absentee 
voting by mail.

SUNDAY/AUG. 16
Facebook Virtual Tour. 1 p.m. Join 

the Fairfax Station Railroad 
Museum’s live Facebook Virtual 
Tour with running T-TRAK 
Model Trains.  Enjoy watching 
and interacting on the Station’s 
Facebook site, www.facebook.
com/FFXSRR.  You can enjoy 
these exciting model trains from 
the comfort and safety of your 
own home.  The virtual tour 
is free and open to the public.  
Visit the Station’s website, www.
fairfax-station.org.   

 

TUESDAY/AUG. 18
Pink Elephant Thrift Shop Reopens. 

9:30 a.m. At 6127 Backlick Road, 
Springfield. Open Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Saturdays.9:30-11 
a.m. for consignors only -- no 
new consignors right now. No 
donations. 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. for 
customers. Visit the website: wom-
ansclubofspringfield.org

THURSDAY/ AUG. 20
Evenings on the Ellipse: Junkyard 

Band. 7:30 p.m. Virtual event.  The 
Junk Yard Band is a go-go band, 
founded in the early 1980s by

children playing on improvised instru-
ments. To view a livestream con-
cert, go to the Fairfax County Park 
Authority’s Summer Entertainment 
Series main page at

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/perfor-
mances, select the date on the

calendar for this performance, and 
click on the links for the livestream

video. 

TELL YOUR PANDEMIC STORY
The Fairfax County Public Library’s 

Virginia Room is collecting 
materials that will help future 
generations understand what it 
was like to live in Fairfax during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Submit 
your stories, photographs, journal 
entries, short video clips, art imag-
es, or other digital files by June 10, 
2020, using this online form: bit.
ly/34HZvS8. (If you don’t have a 
Google account, you can email the 
Virginia Room with your stories at 
va_room@fairfaxcounty.gov.) Vir-
ginia Room COVID-19 Project.png

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome. 
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before the event. 

Bulletin Board
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By Mary Paden 
The Connection

T
he expiration of the state eviction 
moratorium and the refusal of the 
Fairfax District Court to extend it 
locally past July 10 has sent Fair-

fax County legal aid attorneys and Health 
and Human Services Department staff into 
a flurry of action to try to get federal assis-
tance to the 500 tenants currently on the 
docket for eviction proceedings. Less than 
a quarter of households seeking rent assis-
tance from the county have gotten it so far, 
with most still in processing.

The situation is worse throughout the 
state. At a press conference July 17, VOICE, 
a faith-based community action group, said 
there were 12,000 eviction cases in courts 
statewide while only 300 tenant households 
had received federal funds. 

Ironically, low-income tenants — those 
most affected by the pandemic and shut-
down — may face eviction while federal 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Secu-
rity (CARES) Act funds sit in the bank. 

The Fairfax NAACP and the South County 
Task Force called on Gov. Ralph Northam to-
day to extend the moratorium until CARES 
rent relief funds can be distributed to ten-
ants. VOICE called for a moratorium through 
Aug. 31. Other statewide groups have also 
recommended a new moratorium.

Meanwhile, last week the federal eviction 
moratorium for landlords with federally 
backed loans expired (on July 25), as did 
the extension on unemployment insurance. 
The federal forbearance program applied to 
only 30-40 percent of rental properties, ac-
cording to the National Low Income Hous-
ing Coalition. Many housing groups are call-
ing on Congress to provide more rent relief 
and housing funding as part of the HEROs 
Act which is before the Senate, because 
the pandemic and economic slowdown are 
dragging out much longer than anticipated 
in the original CARES Act.  Virginia Senators 
Mark Warner and Tim Kaine have co-spon-
sored some of the housing bills.

Eviction Tsunami Predicted Since April
A summer eviction tsunami was predict-

ed last April by national housing think tanks 
and advocates such as the Urban Institute 
and Enterprise, and the Urban League. The 
$2 trillion federal CARES Act signed March 
27, plus various state eviction moratoria, 
were designed to shore up out-of-work  low 
and moderate income renters. But funds 
were slow to get out and eviction morato-
ria are expiring nationwide before the pay-
ments can be distributed. 

Gazette File Photos by Janet Barnett
An eviction protest in Alexandria earlier 
in July.

News

Slow: 12,000 eviction cases in courts  
statewide while only 300 tenant households 
had received federal funds.

Gap Between Relief Funds, Eviction  
Moratorium Could Cause Mass Evictions

to Prevent and End Homelessness, heads a 
task force that includes members from legal 
aid, HHS, the Department of Housing, and 
the Sheriff’s office to alert tenants and land-
lords to the possibility of paying rent with 
CARES funds.  

To get CARES funds out quickly, the coun-
ty gave grants to various nonprofits through-
out the county with which it has relation-
ships. It designed a system whereby people 
in need must call the county’s emergency 
hotline for an intake process after which 
they are directed to a nonprofit in their area 
that cuts a check to their landlords or utili-
ties.

However, the hotline was overwhelmed 
with calls, especially after the number was 
advertised widely, and callers faced a long 
wait — over an hour in some cases.  As of 
the end of June, the hotline had received 
4,885 calls requesting rent relief alone, up 
about 300 percent over the previous year, 
and with over 3,000 first-time callers. Calls 
spiked the week of July 15, with 5,654 calls 
(up 600 percent) after the number appeared 
in the media. But so far, just over 1,000 ten-
ants have received CARES rent relief (of up 
to 4 months’ rent) according to county staff. 
It is not clear what is causing the bottleneck, 
but HHS is bringing in additional intake op-
erators and has promised to give the Board 
of Supervisors a plan to streamline the ho-
tline system.

Meanwhile, Klein’s task force is trying to 
help tenants on the brink of eviction. Legal 
aid is trying to get in touch with landlords to 
let them know rent relief funds are available 
through the county and giving them guid-
ance on how to get mortgage forbearance. 
Earlier the county had sent letters to land-
lords with information about the moratori-
um and forthcoming CARES funds, but the 
follow up was unclear. 

“We have a huge battle ahead of us with 

Fairfax County received CARES funds in 
early May and designated $20 million for 
housing stability, utilities, and food support 
in mid-May. Gov. Northam announced a $50 
million CARES rent relief fund on June 25 
and asked Circuit Courts to extend eviction 
moratoria so the state could get the funds 
out. The state Supreme Court moratorium 
ended June 28 and circuit courts did not re-
new it.

Some Tenants Self-evict to Keep Record 
Clean

The state moratorium did not prevent 
landlords from sending threatening letters 
to tenants in the meantime. About 50 per-
cent of renters “self-evict” after receiving 
such letters from landlords, according to 
VOICE, because an eviction on their record 
can prevent them from being able to rent 
another apartment. Most tenants in eviction 
court have no legal representation and those 
without it face nearly 100 percent chance of 
eviction, whereas those with an attorney 
face about a 50 percent chance of eviction, 
according to Northern Virginia legal aid at-
torneys.

Legislation passed at the 2020 session al-
lows a 60-day postponement of an eviction 
if the tenant can show proof of being laid off 
because of the pandemic. But most tenants 
don’t know about this and don’t have an at-
torney to tell them. Many very-low-income 
tenants worked jobs that did not provide 
documentation of a Covid layoff.

Scrambling to Help in Fairfax District 
Court

In Fairfax County, Northern Virginia Legal 
Aid attorney Dipti Pidikiti-Smith and others 
are going all out to identify clients and con-
nect them with rent relief assistance at the 
Department of Health and Human Services 
(HHS). Dean Klein, former head of the Office 

the moratorium ending,” Klein said. Some 
people have not been able to pay rent for 
three to four months and they usually strug-
gle to pay one month’s rent.”

AT THE END OF MAY, the South County 
Task Force and 37 other organizations in 
Northern Virginia — including the Fairfax 
NAACP, the Equity Agenda Coalition, SIEU, 
and two teachers unions — plus 14 Fairfax 
County legislators, sent a letter to Northam 
asking for an extension of the moratorium 
through Aug. 31. The Southern Poverty Law 
Center in Richmond asked for the same.

The South County Task Force letter not-
ed that “In an analysis of eviction morato-
ria in 50 states, Princeton’s Eviction Lab’s 
interactive Policy Scorecard rated Virginia’s 
Supreme Court ordered moratorium only a 
half-star out of five stars, because it lacked 
most of the provisions that would alleviate 
a rent crisis when the moratorium lifts”  and 
that “Governors in 30 states have issued ex-
ecutive orders to halt evictions.”

Northam has insisted that he doesn’t have 
the authority to order an eviction moratori-
um, but a July 15 letter from Attorney Gen-
eral Mark Herring in response to a query 
from several legislators says, “The Governor 
has both the executive and statutory author-
ity to issue emergency orders…. Whether 
any particular executive  order is an appro-
priate exercise of emergency power depends 
on the scope of the executive order and the  
facts and circumstances.”

Herring also said the “General Assembly 
can pass legislation placing limitations on 
evictions” as well as “pass legislation allowing 
localities to place limitations on evictions.”

The General Assembly starts a special 
session Aug. 18 that is restricted to dealing 
with the budget and police reform, but an 
eviction moratorium might be appropriate if 
the Governor does not act by then. 
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More people with Medicare and Medicaid are enrolled in a UnitedHealthcare dual plan.1 
If you have these two cards, call us to find out if you qualify for our plan. Plans Include:

Up to $1,000 in credits to buy 
health-related items you may need.

$3,000 toward 
dental services.

Up to $1,000 in credits to place catalog 
orders for health products you may need.

Unlimited one-way 
rides every year.

1Based on national market share, as of 2019.
Plans are insured through UnitedHealthcare Insurance Company or one of its affiliated companies, a Medicare Advantage organization with a Medicare contract and a contract with the State Medicaid Program. Enrollment 
in the plan depends on the plan’s contract renewal with Medicare.
Y0066_191120_105130_M CST29038_H7464-001-000

UHCCP.com/VAdual

Find out why more people with Medicaid 
and Medicare choose UnitedHealthcare.1

We’re ready to help. 1-855-813-4414, TTY 711

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

C
ourtesy of a Comprehensive Plan 
amendment and a rezoning, 50 
townhouses will eventually be 
built on the site of a church mov-

ing from its current site in Fairfax City. After 
16 months of discussions, Fairfax City Coun-
cil recently approved the plan, which also 
includes some affordable housing.

EYA Development LLC will construct sin-
gle-family, attached townhouses on some 
3.7 acres at DC Metro Church’s location at 
3500 Pickett Road. They’ll be four stories 
and 45 feet high, and the site will have a 
density of 13 homes/acre.

“We’re well-known and have done 
many projects in the region,” said Aakash 
Thakkar, a partner and executive vice 
president with EYA. “This will be our 
first in Fairfax City. We wanted to provide 

townhouses for the mixed-use, Pickett 
Road corridor. And we’ll offer optional 
elevators, which have been well-received 
by senior citizens.”

Planned are 25 front-loaded units along 
two sides of the site’s perimeter, each with 
two, side-by-side, garage parking spaces, 
plus two driveway spaces, for 100 spaces 
total. The 20 rear-loaded units in the inte-
rior will also have two, side-by-side, garage 
parking spaces for 40 spaces total. 

THE FIVE AFFORDABLE DWELLING 
UNITS (ADUs) will each have two tandem 
garage parking spaces (one vehicle behind 
the other) for 10 spaces total. There’ll also 
be 20 on-street spaces, for an overall total 
of 170. The 45 market-rate townhouses will 
come in 20- and 24-foot-wide models; the 
ADUs will be 16 feet wide.

Councilmember Sang Yi decried the loss of 
about 200 trees for this project. And Coun-
cilmember So Lim noted that the ADUs will 

See City Council, Page 5

News

Site plan of the newly approved EYA residential development. Artist’s rendition of the townhouses to be built in Fairfax City.

‘We Don’t Have a Project Similar to This’
Fairfax City Council approves 50 new townhouses.
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be much smaller than the other townhomes. 
But Brooke Hardin, director of Communi-
ty Development and Planning, said they’ll 
have a selling price of about $300,000 and 
be affordable to people earning 70 percent 
of the area medium income (which is above 
$100,000).

Since bringing this residential proposal 
to the Council last year, EYA representatives 
have had many meetings with the residents 
of the nearby Barrister’s Keepe community. 
And, said Thakkar, “Many of our modifica-
tions came from them. We’ve also worked in 
close collaboration with City staff.

“In June 2019, we proposed more densi-
ty, less parking and not as much buffering 
between the site and Barrister’s Keepe,” he 
continued. “We went from 65 to 52 to 50 
units; and, for pri-
vacy, no houses will 
back up to that com-
munity. We moved 
the homes we’d 
proposed there to 
the other side of the 
site.” In addition, 
the unit closest to 
Barrister’s Keepe 
will be three stories, 
instead of four.

The approved 
project also includes 
a park along Pickett 
Road for communi-
ty gatherings, but 
open to the public, 
too. There’s a side-
walk on the new 
neighborhood’s private street, right-of-way 
dedication for a multi-use path on Pickett, a 
5-foot-wide pedestrian trail along the north-
ern property line and two access points to
Pickett.

Sweetening the deal further, EYA will also 
contribute $122,000 toward the construc-
tion of the Daniels Run Trail extension. This 
trail will eventually connect Daniels Run 
Park to both Picket Road and Main Street.

“Our tagline is ‘Life within Walking 
Distance,’ and we like to build in neigh-
borhoods,” explained Thakkar. “We take 
walkability seriously and are very commu-
nity-oriented. We’re also one of the foremost 
providers of ADUs in a for-sale, townhouse 
configuration, and they’ll have the same ar-

chitecture and quality of materials – both in-
side and outside – as the other units.”

“The 16-foot unit we’re proposing for 
ADUs here is a market-rate unit that we sell 
in other locations,” he added. “It’s three bed-
rooms, 2-1/2 baths. It costs us $600,000 or 
more to build an ADU that’ll ultimately be 
sold for about $300,000.”

“We could have built 45 units without the 
ADUs, but we thought the right thing to do 
for our first experience in the City of Fairfax 
was to include them,” said Thakkar. “Five 
families will be able to afford them and call 
them home, and it’s something we’re really 
passionate about.” 

EYA ARCHITECT Jack McLaurin said the 
buildings’ exteriors will feature a combina-
tion of earth-tone brick and cedar siding, 
plus bay-window extensions. “We’ll pro-

vide an attractive, 
walkable streets-
cape with significant 
landscaping,” he 
said. “And we’ll have 
traditional street-
lights along Pick-
ett Road, plus 15, 
more-contemporary, 
internal streetlights 
lining the park and 
promenade area.”

Thakkar anticipat-
ed construction to 
start in the first quar-
ter of 2021. “This 
project has come a 
long way from when 
we first looked at it, 
and I’m comfortable 

with the ADUs,” said Councilmember Janice 
Miller. “We don’t have a project similar to 
this, and I’m glad the sidewalks will give the 
residents access from their homes to Pickett 
Road.”

Then, before Council unanimously ap-
proved the project, resident Brian Knapp 
spoke on behalf of the Barrister’s Keepe 
community. “Knowing the church would 
move away someday, we worried that what 
would replace it wouldn’t be compatible 
with us, so we’re pleased with this town-
house development,” he said. “And we’ve 
spent thousands and thousands of dollars 
battling the stormwater runoff from that 
property, so we’re really happy that EYA 
will take care of it.”

From Page 4

News

City Council Approves 
50 New Townhouses

“Our tagline is ‘Life 
within Walking Dis-
tance,’ and we like to 
build in neighborhoods 
... We take walkability 
seriously and are very 
community-oriented.”

— Aakash Thakkar,  
a partner and executive vice president 

with EYA
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OpinionOpinion

By Sen. Scott Surovell

W
e need more equi-
table admissions 
practices in what 
are called “Gover-

nor’s Schools.”  Earlier this month, 
Gov. Ralph Northam appointed 
me to a task force with about 20 
other individuals including Sec-
retary of Education Atif Qarni to 
examine equity within our Gov-
ernor’s Schools System. Gover-
nor’s Schools were created in 1973 to provide 
an intense, summer academic experience to 
high-achieving students and were later expand-
ed to full-year programs, including Thomas Jef-
ferson High School for Science and Technology 
(TJHSST) in Fairfax County which also also 
serves Prince William and Arlington Counties.

I have often expressed concerns about 
TJHSST’s admissions practices. Very few children 
from eastern Fairfax or Prince William Counties 
are admitted. When I reviewed data a few years 
ago, fewer than five children had been admitted 
out of 125 applicants from Walt Whitman Inter-
mediate School. In the most recent freshman 
class, there were none or there were so few Af-
rican American students admitted that Fairfax 
County Public Schools (FCPS) was prohibited 
from releasing the actual number.

This history means that the student popula-
tion in these schools is very unrepresentative of 
Northern Virginia, a region with a very diverse 
population. TJHSST’s current student popula-
tion has less than 2% “economically disadvan-
taged” students as measured by students that 
receive free and reduced lunches. The feeder, 

non-Fairfax County jurisdictions 
all are 27.3% economically dis-
advantaged. TJHSST’s current 
student population is now 70% 
Asian, 25% White and less than 
2% Black and Hispanic, while 
its feeder jurisdictions are 18% 
Asian, 39% White, 11% Black, 
and 27% Hispanic.

Over 25% of each class’s admis-
sions come from two middle schools 
– Rachel Carson in McLean and 
Longfellow in Falls Church. Most of 

the middle schools that are in eastern Fairfax and 
Prince William counties have fewer than five stu-
dents – often zero – admitted students.

The problems leading to these results start in 
elementary school. There is well-documented 
research indicating that minority children are 
often not identified or encouraged to participate 
in elementary gifted and talented programs. 
There is also a strong correlation between rec-
ommendations and the race of the teacher. In 
other words, low numbers or the absence of mi-
nority teachers is associated with fewer minori-
ty children recommended for gifted programs.  
Economically disadvantaged families are not 
aware of such programs and do not advocate 
for their children to enroll in them. Schools 
with large economically disadvantaged student 
populations have fewer gifted programs.

We also heard some surprising testimony. 
First, gifted and talented programs arose during 
the 1960s in response to school desegregation 
efforts, and also have their roots in eugenics re-
search. Admissions to gifted programs are also 
keyed solely to intelligence testing instead of 
other variables such as creativity, problem-solv-

ing ability or other talents.
TJHSST’s principal pointed out that TJHSST’s 

success – measured by standardized test per-
formance -- has brought international acclaim 
which has encouraged “Thomas” branded prep 
elementary schools to arise in foreign countries 
that feed students into specific Fairfax County 
middle schools for admissions after families ob-
tain visas. She said that private test preparation 
programs pay students to remember certain 
questions and report them back so they can pre-
pare students in $14,000/year TJHSST prepa-
ration programs that meet regularly with their 
own homework and curriculum. 

Many have been aware of these facts for over 
a decade and little action has been taken, which 
is why the General Assembly needs to act.

There are multiple admissions approaches 
that could be used. TJHSST currently uses an 
admissions test and an essay. According to the 
research, this type of admissions program is the 
most likely of any to favor family wealth over 
any other admissions factor, like a child’s ability.

Let me be clear: We are not considering a ra-
cial quota system. That is unconstitutional. 

We will consider recommending alternate 
admissions processes that cannot be gamed  by 
wealthy or advantaged families such as a lottery 
system with equitable scoring systems, middle 
school admissions minimums or caps, offering 
admission to top students of each middle school 
and allowing competition for remaining spots 
or other processes. We will also consider elimi-
nating Governor’s Schools if they are unable to 
adopt more equitable admissions policies.

I hope you will share your views with me. 
Please send me an email at scott@scottsurovell.
org. It is an honor to serve as your State Senator.

Creating More Equitable Admissions 
Policies for Magnet Schools

By Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum
State Delegate (D-36)

My mom and dad had lit-
tle or no formal educa-
tion which was not that 

unusual for children in large fam-
ilies growing up in rural Virginia 
in the 1920s. What they lacked in 
schooling they made up in basic 
values of honesty and hard work. 
Their ambition for their three 
sons of which I was the young-
est was to finish school which for them meant 
high school. Mom’s advice to me for I had ob-
vious interests in doing more than graduating 
high school and working a local job was cap-
tured in the words of the country music song of 
Earl Scruggs and later Ricky Skaggs, “Don’t Get 
Above Your Raisin.”

Going off to college as the first in my fam-
ily to do so was a frightening experience but 
one that soon became a labor of love. I could 
not learn enough about the world around me 
and most especially about history and politics. 
I was a product of a public school system in 
Virginia, and even as a youngster I knew that 

the story of the state was much 
more complex and involved than 
the glorification of its history 
presented in the state-approved 
textbooks. My love of learning 
led me to finish an undergradu-
ate degree in history and political 
history at the then Old Dominion 
College. I went on to the Univer-
sity of Virginia where I received 
a master’s degree in teaching 
the social studies in 1967. That 
program had an internship expe-

rience that led to me being placed in Fairfax 
County Public Schools from which I retired 
thirty years later.

I refused to use the state-approved textbook 
on Virginia history in my classroom because of 
the distortions and misinformation it contained. 
My school administrator supported me, and a 
few years later I consulted with FCPS when it 
produced its own edition of a more-accurate 
Virginia history textbook. Also about the same 
time, I announced my candidacy for the House 
of Delegates and was elected on my third try. 
My interest was not to change school textbooks 
but to help alter the course of the state’s history 

to remedy the many wrongs of its past and to 
make it a state where all people had equal op-
portunity. I knew about the inequality of oppor-
tunity in the state by my volunteer work with 
the Community Action Agency.

Setting aside challenges related to the pan-
demic and the craziness of the current federal 
administration, I feel a greater sense of hope for 
the Commonwealth than I believe I have ever 
had. I have written often about the transforma-
tive General Assembly session this year and the 
passage of much-needed legislation on fairness 
and equality that had been debated and never 
passed for years. This month the General As-
sembly will take another important step in re-
forming our criminal justice system.

As my friend and historian Bent Tarter wrote 
recently in a column “Black Lives and Con-
federate Monuments,” (www.virginiaforum.
org) “We all have much to learn, or we will 
continue to repeat the sorry sequences of vio-
lence that exacerbate rather than solve prob-
lems. Learning, one of my college teachers ex-
plained, should involve a change in behavior.” 
As a native Virginian I sense that now more 
than ever we will at long last be seeing chang-
es in behavior in the Commonwealth. 

Lifetime of Learning
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By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

F
ounded in 2014, Ellie’s Hats makes 
life a little brighter for children with 
cancer and their families. It began 
when P.E. teacher Jay Coakley want-

ed to do something nice for one of his kin-
dergarten students, Ellie Whitfield.

She was diagnosed with acute lympho-
blastic leukemia in 2013; and when her 
treatments caused her to lose her hair, she 
started wearing hats to school. Seeing how 
happy those hats made her, Coakley orga-
nized a hat drive for the child.

He also wanted to bring that same joy to 
other children suffering from cancer, while 
raising awareness of the disease, so he 
founded the nonprofit Ellie’s Hats. Most of 
the hats come from drives held by schools 
and groups, in addition to the many hand-
knitted and hand-crocheted hats donated by 
people throughout the U.S.

But the organization’s motto is “More 
Than Just a Hat” – and for good reason. Be-
sides raising the hat recipients’ self-esteem, 

Ellie’s Hats helps their cash-strapped fami-
lies by giving them gas cards, gift certificates 
and money to help them through difficult 
and expensive times.  

Equally important, it also contributes to 
hospitals and clinics treating pediatric can-
cer patients. It makes monetary donations 

and provides them with items including iP-
ads, TVs, DVD players and gift cards. And in 
2019, Ellie’s Hats partnered with the social 
workers at Pediatrics Specialists of Virginia 
(PSV) to help the children’s families in an 
additional way. 

“Each month, PSV selects five families in 

need of financial help,” explained Coakley. 
“They give us each family’s name, and then 
those five families each receive a $1,000 
check from us. “

And last Wednesday, July 29, Ellie’s Hats 
reached a major milestone since launching 
this fundraising initiative with PSV. On that 
date, Coakley and Ellie’s Hats board mem-
ber Brian Drummond delivered five more 
checks, totaling $5,000, to PSV – thereby 
reaching the remarkable achievement of do-
nating $100,000 total to this organization 
since the partnership began.

They made the donation at the Schar Can-
cer Institute (across from Inova Fairfax Hos-
pital), one of the clinics where many of the 
children go for their treatments. And Coak-
ley couldn’t have been happier.  

“As Ellie’s Hats has grown, we have been 
fortunate enough to receive generous dona-
tions from our community,” he said. “These 
donations have enabled us to continue our 
mission of helping financially struggling 
families. More than anything, this event was 
a reflection of what’s possible when we all 
come together to support a greater cause.”

For more information about Ellie’s Hats, 
go to ellieshats.org. Pediatric Specialists of 
Virginia, with locations in both Fairfax and 
Fair Oaks, provides medical care to children. 
Learn more at psvcare.org.

Photo Courtesy of Jay Coakley
(Standing, from left) are Joe DePalma (of Ellie’s Hats’ Website), Jay Coakley, nurses 
from Pediatric Specialists of Virginia, Brian Drummond (Ellie’s Hats Board member), 
and (kneeling) is Cathy Bottrell (Life With Cancer social worker).

The money goes to 
families of children 
with cancer.

Ellie’s Hats Reaches $100,000 Donation Milestone
News
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By Marilyn Campbell
The Connection

W
hile there’s a cloud of uncertainty over 
what the back-to school season will 
look like this year, one thing is certain: 
children still need  to be vaccinated. 

Pandemic-induced online learning might lead some 
parents to believe that vaccinations are not mandato-
ry, however, the form in which academics are offered 
this school year won’t alter immunization require-
ments.

“It is important for parents to know that school re-
quired immunizations are mandatory … even if stu-
dents attend school virtually in the fall,” said Shauna 
Severo, Director of Health Services with the Fairfax 
County Health Department.

“Vaccinations are required by the Department of 
Education, a requirement that applies to all school 
systems in the state, not just Arlington,” added Cara 
O’Donnell, Acting Public Information Officer, Public 
Health Division, Arlington Department of Human Ser-
vices. “This vaccinating is critical to preventing out-
breaks of common vaccine-preventable illnesses when 
schools eventually reopen. We are offering appoint-
ments for kids who require catch up vaccinations to 
be in compliance with … vaccination requirements for 
school entry. ” 

This requirement also applies to students in the 
State of Maryland. “At a time when our healthcare sys-
tem is already overwhelmed with COVID19, it is im-
portant that we avoid outbreaks of preventable deadly 
diseases,” said Cindy Edwards, Senior Administrator 
for Communicable Disease and Epidemiology. “That 
is why we encourage Montgomery County families to 
reach out to your doctor and make a plan for staying 
up to date with recommended vaccines.”

Concerns over the COVID-19 pandemic, however, 
have discouraged some parents from seeking vaccines 
for their children. “We are offering these community 
based vaccination clinics and Tdap (tetanus (T), diph-
theria (D), and pertussis) clinics in our offices because 
we’ve seen a decrease in the number of vaccination 
appointments this year,” said Tina Dale, Communica-
tions Specialist, Fairfax County Health Department.

As in years past, Arlington, Alexandria, Fairfax and 
Montgomery counties are offering free vaccines to 
families who could not afford them, but this year, ap-
pointments are required and counties are taking nec-
essary precautions to ease the minds of parents who 
fear exposure to COVID.  “To minimize exposure risk, 
the health department will adhere to strict safety pro-
tocols, including limiting the number of appointments 
per site, requiring the wearing of face coverings, and 
ensuring appropriate social distancing measures are 
in place,” said Dale.

Pediatricians reported a 30-76 percent decrease in 
administering routine childhood immunizations ear-
lier this spring, in part because well-child visits were 
being conducted virtually. To avoid compounding the 
coronavirus pandemic, the CDC emphasized the im-
portance of routine immunizations, a cornerstone of 
public health.

It’s important to prevent outbreaks of communica-
ble diseases like pertussis (also known as whooping 
cough), meningitis, rotavirus, measles, and others. 
Reach out to your pediatrician to find out what accom-
modations they are making, whether your children 
are up to date on their vaccinations, and to schedule 
their inoculations. Remember, vaccines are critical to 
protecting the health and welfare of our children and 
our community. We don’t want to precipitate a second 
public health crisis.

Free vaccine clinics  
are designed to help  
ensure that all children 
are vaccinated. 

Back-to-School Vaccinations Required, 
Even with Distance Learning

Courtesy of Fairfax County Health Department
Even though the start of the school year will 
mean distance learning at home this year, chil-
dren are still required to be vaccinated to enroll.

Clinics Offering  
Free Vaccines

Immunization Records and Appointments are Required

ARLINGTON COUNTY
Arlington County Immunization Clinic
2100 Washington Blvd., 2nd floor (Sequoia Plaza)
For more information or to make an appointment: 703-228-

1200

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
Dennis Avenue Health Center Immunization Clinic
For more information and to schedule an appointment: 

240-777-1050

FAIRFAX COUNTY
v Aug. 8, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 

5800 Backlick Rd., Springfield
v Aug. 15, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., St. Anthony Catholic, 3305 

Glen Carlyn Rd., Bailey’s Crossroads
v Aug. 17, 2 p.m. - 6 p.m., London Towne Elementary, 

6100 Stone Rd. Centreville
v Aug. 20, 2 p.m - 6 p.m., Annandale District Office, 7611 

Little River Tnpk, #400E, Annandale
v Aug. 29, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Mt. Vernon District Office, 

8350 Richmond Hwy, #233, Alexandria
v Sept. 3, 2 p.m. - 6 p.m., First Baptist Church of Spring-

field, 7300 Gary St., Springfield
v Sept. 5, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Location to be Determined
For more information and to schedule an appointment: 

703-246-6010

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA 
Immunization Services
4480 King Street, Second Floor
For more information or to make an appointment: 703-746-

4888
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STEM to Inspire is a student-run nonprofit 
aimed to bridge the income gap in the STEM 
field. Lake Braddock Secondary School ris-
ing seniors, Hannah Lee and Heather Bel-
fort, started this organization because they 
both have passion for STEM subjects and felt 
there was disparity for those who don’t have 
that same opportunity. 

They began reaching out to do workshops 
at St. Stephen’s Methodist Church Grace Min-
istries event where they feed the homeless 
people in the community. When they gained 
momentum, they began to reach out to Title 
I schools, schools that receive extra funding 

from Fairfax County Public Schools. After a 
year of work, they’ve reached out to more 
than 50 kids and have more than 10 chapters 
nationwide. They are grateful to have the op-
portunity to give others a chance to seek pas-
sion in astronomy, physics, or computer de-
sign. Even through Covid-19 circumstances, 
they were able to host summer online work-
shops with Mount Eagle Elementary School. 
Not only have they encouraged young minds 
to pursue the STEM field, they also showed 
the power of youth. Although a student-run 
organization, they seek to aid the issues in 
their community one step at a time.

Lake Braddock Students Launch 
‘STEM to Inspire’

Hannah Lee and 
Heather Belfort, 
rising seniors at 
rising seniors at  
Lake Braddock 
Secondary School 
share their passion 
for STEM educa-
tion with young-
sters in the area.

Photo contributed

News



10  v  Burke  /  Fairfax  /  Fairfax Station/Clifton/Lorton /  Springfield  v  August 6-12, 2020 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

S
tanding on the viewing balcony with 
NASA administrator Jim Bridens-
tine, NASA scientist Dr. Lori Glaze, 
engineers, and his sister Kyra, Burke 

seventh grader Alexander Mather was in his 
element. He recently named the Mars rover 
“Perseverance,” and won a NASA contest to 
earn his place on the deck at Cape Canav-
eral.

It took perseverance for the NASA team to 
send a rocket to Mars, and more persever-
ance for Alexander to win a competition to 
name the Mars rover that’s packed onto the 
NASA rocket, so it was an all-around fantas-
tic experience that he will never forget.

“These were American heroes,” he was out 
there with. “Perseverance just kind of came 
to me, it was best for the mission, that’s why 
I chose it,” Alexander said. Perseverance has 
a human quality, and that played heavily on 
his choice.

The name contest began last August. 
Nearly 4,700 volunteer judges consisting of 
educators, professionals and space enthusi-
asts from around the country, reviewed sub-
missions to help narrow the pool down to 
155 semifinalists. Once that group was whit-
tled down to nine finalists, the public had 
five days to weigh in on their favorites, log-
ging more than 770,000 votes online, with 
the results submitted to NASA for consider-
ation. The nine finalists also talked with a 
panel of experts, including Dr. Glaze; NASA 
astronaut Jessica Watkins; rover driver Nick 
Wiltsie at NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory 

in Pasadena, California; and 
Clara Ma, who, as a sixth-
grade student in 2009, 
named Curiosity.

The experience has had 
a huge impact on Alex, said 
his mother Erin Mather, 
who was on the trip to the 
launch pad in Florida. “Our 
favorite part was definitely 
the launch, the NASA folks 
seemed calm and confident 
but we couldn’t help but 
feel nervous,” she said.

Vaneeza Rupani, a junior 
at Tuscaloosa County High 
School in Northport, Ala., 
also named NASA’s Mars Helicopter travel-
ing to Mars with Perseverance through the 
same contest. Her name for the helicopter 
was “Ingenuity,” and she was also on the bal-
cony watching the launching.

According to NASA, perseverance is ex-
pected to land on Mars on Feb. 18, 2021. 
The rover will search for habitable condi-
tions in the ancient past and signs of past 
microbial life on Mars. It will be the first 
mission to get samples of the planet and 
bring them back to Earth. The launch date 
was originally planned for July 17, but they 
pushed it back a few days, so the landing 
date could change by a few days.

 
CLASSROOM LAUNCHPAD

As with others his age, Alexander has 
many other interests in addition to space 
travels. He’s into robotics also, and ex-
plained the link to the term “Arduino,” 

which is an “open-source electronic proto-
typing platform enabling users to create in-
teractive electronic objects,” their company 
information stated. Alex credits his parents 
for sending him to space camp for his elev-
enth birthday., and his father David said that 
the camp was a big influence. “He wants to 
go to Mars. He’s always been interested in 
science and space,” David Mather said.

In early March when the votes had been 
tallied up, the officials at Lake Braddock 
got word of Alex’s winning entry and gath-
ered everyone in the auditorium for the an-
nouncement. The surprise announcement 
was aired live from NASA in California. 
Thomas  Zurbuchen, associate administra-
tor for the science mission directorate at 
NASA headquarters in Washington, D.C., 
says, “Curiosity is always a part of explo-
ration, but the flip side of curiosity is per-
severance. Perseverance and curiosity are 

what exploration is all 
about.” So it was Alex’s 
entry along with his essay, 
which he read aloud, that 
won the main prize.

In the essay, Alex talked 
about the achievements of 
the human race. “The hu-
man race will always per-
severe into the future,” the 
essay said. Fairfax County 
Public Schools Superin-
tendent Scott S. Brabrand 
addressed Alex and the 
students at Lake Braddock. 
“This school is planting the 
seed in you. This school will 
have a lasting presence in 
space,” Brabrand said.

 
CONTEST ENTRY

Alex’s mother originally 
saw the contest come across 

the NASA.gov feed and asked Alex if he’d be 
interested. “Once I saw the article announc-
ing the contest, I was so excited that not do-
ing it was not an option,” Alex said. Sister 
Kyra, a Sangster Elementary School student, 
looked up to him. “I’m really proud of my 
brother. He did an amazing thing,” she said. 
Alex went to Sangster also.

Alex’s goals are to get his high school di-
ploma, go to college and major in engineer-
ing or space engineering, and then work at 
NASA.  He’s shown interest over the summer 
with model rockets and programming. “We 
hope this has a lasting impact,” Erin Mather 
said.

The naming contest partnership is part of 
a Space Act Agreement in educational and 
public outreach efforts between NASA; Bat-
telle of Columbus, Ohio; and Future Engi-
neers. Amazon Web Services is a prize pro-
vider for the Mars 2020 naming contest.

Photo by Fairfax County Public Schools
On the stage at Lake Braddock, Alex meets Perseverance.

Photo by NASA
Students Alex Mather, at left, and Vaneeza Rupani, stand near the countdown clock at 
the News Center at NASA’s Kennedy Space Center in Florida on July 28, 2020. Mather 
named the Perseverance rover, and Rupani named the Ingenuity helicopter.

Photo by Erin Mather
Alex was all over the media for a few days.

Alexander Mather wins the contest 
to name Mars rover and witnesses 
the lift off.

Lake Braddock Seventh Grader Makes a Giant 
Step for Mankind
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By Mike Salmon
The Connection

F
airfax County transpor-
tation planners are once 
again looking at the Fairfax 
County Parkway and the 

Franconia-Springfield Parkway for 
potential areas of improvement to 
keep the traffic flowing through 
the county. Although bulldozers 
are not geared up to start any 
clearing, the county is now going 
through the formal procedure to 
come up with a list of potential 
short and long term projects for 
these high volume roadways.

According to the Fairfax County 
and Franconia-Springfield Park-
way Alternatives Analysis and 
Long-Term Planning Study, pub-
lished Aug. 20, 2019, the parkway 
is divided into five segments for 
planning purposes:

Route 7 to Franklin Farm Road

Franklin Farm Road to Route 
123

Route 123 to Rolling Road and 
Franconia-Springfield Parkway

Franconia-Springfield Parkway 
to Richmond Highway

Rolling Road and Fairfax County 
Parkway to Beulah Street

When data was collected, the 
most feedback was from Segment 
3, while Segment 5 had the most 
support for bike trails on both sides 
of the parkway. A large number of 
drivers were interested in changes 
at the Popes Head Road and Burke 
Center Parkway interchanges but 
any High Occupancy Vehicle ideas 
throughout the corridor received 
low support. New park and ride 
lots received the most support at 
Rolling Road and I-66.

Virginia Department of Transportation
This map shows the section that will be widened. 

Public is asked for suggestions for 
the Fairfax County Parkway and the 
Franconia-Springfield Parkway.

Looking for Parkway 
Improvements

Welcome Zaher Aymach, D.D.S.
Diplomate of the American Board of Orthodontics
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Education

By Bridgette Adu-Wadier 
The Connection

S
enior year, 2020 T.C. Williams grad-
uate Mikaela Pozo applied to 17 
colleges. Despite the copious essays 
and application fees, she needed to 

cast a wide net. An immigrant and first-gen-
eration college student, Pozo depended on 
scholarships to realize her college dreams. 
So she applied to pricier private universities 
that could give her more grants as an inter-
national student.

But as college decisions came, Pozo had 
few options. Her top choice rejected her. 
Most of the colleges that accepted her such 
as George Washington University and the 
University of Richmond gave her no finan-
cial aid. 

She did receive a full-ride to George Ma-
son University, which she will be attending 
in the fall. 

“It’s definitely not the school I thought I 
would be attending,” said Pozo. “It was not 
a part of the plan. The reason why I chose 
George Mason was because it was the most 
financially feasible option.” 

She’s just one student whose college plans 
differed from initial expectations. Several 
other recent high school grads are re-eval-
uating college options amid the pandemic 
and financial crisis. The students behind 
them, the Class of 2021, are navigating a 
new college admissions landscape.

“Because of COVID-19, I had to think 
about what was the best option financially,” 
said Pozo. “Hypothetically, if I did take out a 
loan and go to the University of Richmond 
while we have COVID-19 happening, my 
mom loses her job and can’t help me pay for 
school. Would there be any opportunities for 
me to pay off the loan? I would be taking a 
risk.”

Reopening plans for colleges don’t make 
the decision making any easier. George Ma-
son University plans to start its fall semester 
on schedule with a hybrid plan including 
both online and in-person classes, but final 
decisions have yet to be made. Northern Vir-
ginia Community College (NOVA) will con-
tinue most of its classes online. 

For some students, the first year of college 
done remotely is anything but ideal.

María Areyán, a 2019 T.C. Williams grad-
uate who took a gap year, is excited to start 
her first year of college at NOVA. However, 
she’s not happy about the Zoom lectures.

“I’m not very good at online learning, 
which is something that I’m scared about,” 
said Areyán. “I’m more functional in a class-
room than I am in my room.”

College plans aren’t the only thing that’s 
changed. Commonly regarded as a rite of 
passage, the traditional senior year experi-
ence is now anything but. The Class of 2020 
had their senior year upended with a virtual 
graduation ceremony, no prom, and a pan-
demic crashing it all.

“There was so much going on in the 
world, it was difficult to think about college 
when there were so many other things I had 
to think about and process,” said Pozo.

The Class of 2021 will have to deal with 
the same thing, all on top of college applica-
tions, possible first days of school over Zoom 
and rising uncertainty as the pandemic con-
tinues.

“We know how hard it is, doing college 
apps, doing schoolwork and balancing ev-
erything,” said Areyán. “But I think it’s going 
to be harder now with the pandemic.

Fairfax and Loudoun counties have an-
nounced a complete virtual fall reopening 

for its public school tudents. Alexandria is 
still deliberating, hosting public hearings 
to develop a plan that will be publicized by 
mid-August.

Kennetra Smith, a rising senior at Thomas 
Edison High School, feels uncertain about 
a new online school year. As a low-income 
student living in a small apartment with five 
other people, she struggled to balance fami-
ly responsibilities on top of schoolwork and 
scholarship applications.

“It’s going to be really hard to make 
those connections with my new teachers 
this year,” said Smith. “How do I put my-
self out there for my teachers and how do 
I engage?”

Fairfax had a rocky start to online learn-
ing earlier in the spring. A security breach 
and technical issues with the distance learn-
ing platform Blackboard led to the district 
pressing pause on online learning for several 
days. Despite the issues being fixed, students 
will start a new school year with continuing 
struggles with online learning.

“NOT EVERYONE has the same learning en-
vironment,” said Smith. “Not everyone has 
a place where they can be respected. Not 

everyone has a specific 
space for this stuff. … We 
all know virtual learning 
isn’t working. If anything, 
we’re taking a step back-
wards.”

The pandemic is also 
causing a shakeup in col-
lege admissions. Several 
Northern Virginia schools 
have adopted pass/fail 
grading and taking college 
admissions tests like the 
SAT and ACT have become 
nearly impossible. In re-
sponse, many Virginia uni-
versities such as Universi-
ty of Virginia and Virginia 
Tech have made test scores 
optional for admission.

Smith is anxious to get 
standardized testing over 
with. She registered to 
take the SAT in August 
but her testing location 
in D.C. canceled. She’s 
now scheduled to take 
the exam in October at a 
school in Maryland, an 
hour and a half away from 
home. 

Even with recent policy 
changes, a good test score 
can still bring scholarships 
and college affordability.

“Schools say they’re 
‘test-optional,’ but to what 
extent are they actually 
test-optional?” said Smith.

She’s not the only one 
who might have to apply 
to college without test 
scores. T.C. Williams rising 
senior Fina Osei-Owusu is 

banking on taking her SAT in August after 
having her first one canceled in April. But 
like many things, there’s no guarantee that 
it will happen.

“Everybody is in the same boat,” said Beth 
Lovain of the Scholarship Fund of Alexan-
dria. “Whatever challenges that they have, 
every student has.”

DESPITE THE PANDEMIC, Pozo argues the 
barriers many disadvantaged students face 
when applying to college will persist.

“A lot of low-income people and undocu-
mented people experience the college pro-
cess a little bit differently,” said Pozo. “The 
college process itself shows how inaccessible 
college education is.”

“We’re very worried about the students,” 
said Lovain. “But at some point, it all will go 
back to normal.”

But Smith is starting to accept that her se-
nior year probably won’t go as anticipated.

“I think ‘21 thought we were safe, that 
maybe we’d miss some schoolwork,” said 
Smith. “But prom is non-negotiable. As we 
are going into the year, I’m starting to real-
ize that maybe we won’t have prom….It is 
what it is.” 

Senior Year Unlike Any Other
Recent high school grads, Class of 2021 face 
college uncertainty amid pandemic.

Contributed photo
Kennetra Smith, rising senior at Thomas 
Edison High School and first-generation 
Ghanaian-American, has high hopes 
and expectations for her college admis-
sions process. But she worries that her 
circumstances and the pandemic might 
inhibit her from achieving her dreams of 
attending a top college.

Scholarship Fund of Alexandria (SFA)
Yulisa Morales, 2020 T.C. Williams graduate and SFA 
Scholarship Recipient. She’s heading to Virginia State 
University in the fall to pursue social work.

“I think ‘21 thought 
we were safe, that 
maybe we’d miss some 
schoolwork. But prom 
is non-negotiable.  
As we are going into 
the year, I’m starting 
to realize that maybe 
we won’t have prom. 
… It is what it is.” 

— Kennetra Smith,  
Thomas Edison High School  

Class of 2021

“Our senior year is going to be 
really different; I don’t think it’s 
going to be normal. I don’t think 
anything’s going to be normal.” 

— Fina Osei-Owusu,  
T.C. Williams Class of 2021
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An expert is someone  who knows some 
of the worst mistakes that can be made
 in his subject and how to avoid them. 

-Werner Heisenberg
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Software Developer – Design/dev software 
systems. Analyze info to plan system in-
stallation/modification. Modify software 
to improve performance. Reqd Master of 
Comp Sci, Comp Apps or IS + 1 yr exp, 
or Bachelors + 5 yrs exp, w/ knowledge/
use of at least 6 of the following: Cog-
nos, Power BI, Tableau, MicroStrategy, 
Informatica PowerCenter, IBM InfoSphere 
DataStage, Alteryx, Hadoop or Teradata. 
Must be willing to travel throughout U.S. 
per client assignment. Resume to Pearl 
Consulting Services, 3931 Avion Park Ct, 
Ste 231, Chantilly, VA 20151.

Employment

Asst Professor of Biological Science 
– Prep/deliver lectures to undergrad 
students on bio sci topics, initiate/facil-
itate/moderate classroom discussions, 
administer/grade exams. Reqd PhD in 
Biology or Entomology i + 6 mos exp 
w/ demonstrated research interest in 
entomological topics involving insects 
as host plant feeders/vectors of crop 
pathogens. Resume by mail to Universi-
ty of Mary Washington, ATTN: Beth Wil-
liams, Office of Human Resources, 1301 
College Ave, Fredericksburg, VA 22401.

Employment
Be a part of our
Wellbeing pages, the first
week of every month.

Delight in our
HomeLifeStyle sections,
the second week of every
month. Peek at the top
real estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top remodeling
projects, get practical sug-
gestions for your home.

Celebrate students,
camps, schools, enrich-
ment programs, colleges
and more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning, Fun
pages, the third week of
every month.

Questions? E-mail
sales@connection
newspapers.com
or call 703-778-9431

News

From Page 10

To get a realistic look at what 
area drivers want with both of 
these roads, Fairfax County Depart-
ment of Transportation (FCDOT) is 
on to round two of the comments, 
so they can  gather feedback from 
residents. The second round of 
getting feedback ends on Aug. 31 
and then they will compile the 
comments to submit ideas for the 
county comprehensive plan.

Based on the feedback, the study 
team will develop and evaluate fi-
nal recommendations in its trans-
portation models to ensure that 
the recommended improvements 
address future demand and com-
muter needs, the county said.

FCDOT will present the final 
recommendations to the Board 
of Supervisors this winter. Once 
the Board of Supervisors have en-
dorsed the study, FCDOT will be-
gin the process of amending the 
Comprehensive Plan in Spring 
2021. FCDOT will prioritize rec-
ommendations from the study to 
show what may be implemented 
in the near future or over a longer 

(10-50 year) horizon, as funding 
allows, so most improvements will 
not happen right away.
COMING SOON

From the looks of the sugges-
tions, the southern part of the 
parkway received much attention. 
It had the most feedback and sug-
gestions, and currently has a proj-
ect on the books to add another 
lane from Route 29 to Ox Road, 
or Route 123. Over the past year, 
there have been a couple of public 
information meetings on this proj-
ect, and right-of-way acquisition is 
scheduled to begin before the end 
of 2020..

This $290 million project is list-
ed on the Virginia Department of 
Transportation website, under “In 
Design,” and the final public in-
formation meeting on this project 
was in December 2019. As the plan 
is now, they will widen about five 
miles of Fairfax County Parkway 
from four lanes to six between 
Route 29 (Lee Highway) and Route 
123 (Ox Road). The traffic signal 
at Fairfax County Parkway (Route 
286) and Popes Head Road (Route
654) will be replaced with an in-

terchange, including access to the 
future Shirley Gate Road extension 
and Patriot Park. Those plans are 
still being further developed and 
refined, it states on the website.

Both the interchanges at Route 
123 and the Fairfax County Park-
way/Burke Centre Parkway will 
be redesigned, and the shared 
use path will be completed. Right 
now there is a missing segment 
between Burke Centre Parkway to 
Route 123. Everything on this proj-
ect is scheduled to be complete “as 
early as 2023,” the website says, 
but there are parts of it where the 
funding has not been identified, so 
no date is given for these parts of 
the project.

Public Comments Sought 
on Parkway Improvements

Deadline: Aug. 31
Comments are still being ac-

cepted, until Aug. 31. To submit 
a comment or your ideas for the 
Fairfax County Parkway and the 
Franconia-Springfield Parkway:

Email comments by using the 
Feedback Form link https://www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/transportation/
study/fairfax-county-parkway

Call FCDOT at 703-877-5600, 
TTY 711.

Mail comments to Fairfax County 
Department of Transportation, Attn: 
Fairfax County & Franconia-Spring-
field Parkways Study, 4050 Legato 
Road, Suite 400, Fairfax, VA 22033
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Good is not 
good, where 

better is 
expected.

-Thomas Fuller

Summer Cleanup...

J.E.S. Services

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

Patios & Drainage

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Whether or not I’m certain about my attitude 
toward being a dual cancer threat (non small 
cell lung and papillary thyroid, cancer), only 
my subconscious knows for sure. This was 
recently made clear to when I provided my 
supermarket shopping preferences to my wife, 
Dina, who for reasons she takes very seriously: 
my health, won’t let me go into stores to buy 
anything. Ergo, my list. And I may add, there is 
much adieu about those preferences. It’s like 
a negotiation. Though not exactly partisan, the 
debates rage on and I’m lucky, if I see more 
than a handful of requests honored from my list. 
In effect, Dina is my gatekeeper (you’ll note I 
didn’t say jailor).

There are some requests which are rarely 
obstructed: health and fitness, fruits and vegeta-
bles, meat and potatoes and any other non-des-
sert/snack-type item. I’m not going to bore you 
readers by saying how long it’s been since I’ve 
had a Hostess cupcake or an Entenmann’s cake 
or a TastyKake anything; I wouldn’t want you to 
feel sorry for me. In spite of this food censor-
ship, I’m hardly wasting away. Though I’ve lost 
some weight, mostly due to my low iodine diet 
a few months back (as part of my thyroid cancer 
treatment), it was weight I could certainly afford 
to lose.

Now that I’ve lost it, Dina doesn’t want me 
to gain it all back. Which I can understand 
and appreciate. Overweight often leads to any 
number of problems: hypertension, diabetes 
and even heart disease, to name a few possible 
complications. Still, I have my food require-
ments (OKAY, needs) and unless I get them, 
Kenny will become even more of a dull boy 
than he already is. So far, Dina is not budging. I 
wouldn’t quite say she’s the immovable object, 
but she definitely remains an obstacle to my 
caloric happiness.

And the ‘caloric happiness’ to which I refer 
are basically Kenny’s four food groups: cake, 
cookies, candy and ice cream, which also 
explains my presumptive epitaph: “He never 
met a carbohydrate he didn’t eat.” But when the 
conversation moves to other less controversial 
items, the conversation is much less problem-
atic and maybe even indicative of who I am, 
what I’ve become and how I assess my future 
prospects (life expectancy).

When one receives a cancer diagnosis, your 
brain gets rewired (figuratively speaking) and 
your choices become sort of a window to your 
soul. Things you want/ don’t want become tells 
of what’s being debated in your brain. Initially, 
after hearing your cancer diagnosis, it’s unnat-
ural almost to want what you used to want. 
It feels trivial. Your frame of reference - and con-
text, narrow and shorten. When the future you 
anticipated is snatched away, it’s not only time 
which is taken. Hopes, dreams and normalcy 
are snatched away as well. And sometimes, 
without even realizing it, a request is made 
which inadvertently illuminates the route to the 
light at the end of the tunnel.

That moment occurred for me during last 
week’s supermarket list discussion. Aside from 
the usual stuff that likely would need to be 
re-ordered, I ordered something new, without 
it being considered in the context of cancer 
(basically an abbreviated timeline). I asked 
Dina to order me an eight-pack of soap bars, an 
amount of soap that would probably last a few 
months, at a minimum. A ‘minimum’ which you 
don’t necessarily anticipate. Not that a cancer 
diagnosis automatically shortens your life, but 
generally speaking, it is bad for business, if you 
know what I mean? A business which, appar-
ently, I’m now willing to invest in. Maybe time 
is on my side after all.

Safeguarding 
My Future

Assistance League of Northern Virgin-
ia reports that its Weekend Food for Kids 
program, which was modified because of 
COVID-19, is still helping food-insecure 
elementary school children and their 
families this summer. Since mid-March, 
when schools were abruptly closed across 
Virginia, the organization has been dis-
tributing grocery store gift cards to four 
of the six schools that usually receive 
the bags of weekend food.  School staff 
and principals have worked hard to get 
them in the hands of the families who are 
struggling.  Maggie Perez-Rives, Family 
Engagement Coordinator at Lynbrook El-
ementary School in Springfield, offered 
an enthusiastic thank you for this assis-
tance: “Assistance League is incredible.  

You have no idea how many families just 
today are asking for food resource help.  
Perfect timing. Thanks again to all of you, 
our school’s Earth Angels!”

 As of this week, Assistance League has 
provided 1831 gift cards valued at $20 
each (totaling $36,620) to help families 
in Fairfax and Prince William Counties 
and the City of Alexandria. The Assis-
tance League is grateful for the individ-
uals, organizations, and businesses who 
have provided funding, their time, and 
other types of support to enable this. 

Assistance League of Northern Virginia 
is an all-volunteer, nonprofit organiza-
tion.  Its members are still caring and al-
ways helping. For additional information, 
visit:  www.alnv.org

Helping Meet Food Needs During 
Covid-19 Pandemic

Telehealth Medical 
Consults Offered

After seeing the unprecedented hardships 
COVID-19 has brought to local businesses, 
communities and families, the Central Fair-
fax Chamber of Commerce partnered with 
BetterBenefits to provide them with tele-
health consults.

For $9.95/month, a family of 10 can 
obtain unlimited, high-quality, telehealth 
consults all year long without co-pays. All 
doctors are U.S.-based and can prescribe 
medications, as needed. And coverage isn’t 
restricted to immediate family; it may also 
include extended family outside the sub-
scriber’s household (i.e. grandparents, aunts 
and uncles, cousins, nephews, etc.).

Enrollment, at https://www.cfcc.org, is 
open until Aug. 31. “This will help struggling 
families save time and money, while getting 
treatment for everyday issues without ever 
leaving home,” explained the Chamber’s Ex-

ecutive Director, Jennifer Rose. “And in the 
process, it’ll offer some critical relief to our 
strained healthcare system.”

STEM Program  
Volunteers Needed

The AAAS STEM Volunteers Program, 
stemvolunteers.org, needs scientists, engi-
neers and physicians to assist K-12 STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathe-
matics) teachers in school districts in the DC 
metro area during the 2020-21 school year.  
Due to the pandemic, it is anticipated that 
instruction will be virtual. We will work with 
our school district partners and volunteers 
to determine the best ways to support STEM 
teachers in a virtual environment.

If you care about K-12 STEM education 
and have time to share your knowledge with 
students and teachers, please send a note to 
donaldrea@aol.com with your home address.

Area Roundups

Assistance League 
Promotes Summer 
Reading 

Last month, in response to the COVID-19 
crisis and through a partnership with Scho-
lastic Books, Assistance League of Northern 
Virginia provided hundreds of new books to 
elementary school children in Manassas, Al-
exandria, and Springfield.  The books were 
distributed to students through school staff.  
Some books were hand delivered to homes, 
some were mailed, some were placed in “lit-
tle libraries” at the schools, and others were 
made available in front of the schools.  

 As part of its Operation School Bell pro-
gram, Assistance League of Northern Virgin-
ia has a Literacy program through which it 
tutors students who need extra help with 
reading, and also provides new books to ele-
mentary school children at no cost to them.  
For many of the students touched through 
the Literacy program, these are the first new 
books they could call their own and the only 
children’s books in their homes.  Assistance 

League’s goal in June was to keep kids read-
ing during the summer when they had no ac-
cess to public libraries or school classrooms.

For more information, visit:  www.alnv.org

Photo courtesy of ALNV
Assistance League of Northern Virgin-
ia provided hundreds of new books to 
elementary school children in Manassas, 
Alexandria, and Springfield.

News
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

8/31/20.

8/31/20.

8/31/20.

8/31/20.

8/31/20.

8/31/20.

8/31/20.

8/31/20.

8/31/20.

8/31/20.
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6045 Burke Centre Parkway
Burke, VA 22015

703-425-8000

Come to the HEART
of Real Estate, Since 1980
Proudly Serving Northern VA

KAY HART, CRS, GRI
Associated Broker 
Life Member NVAR Top Producer
kay.hart@longandfoster.com
703.503.1860

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club
Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million Dollar 
Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

Jim Fox
703.503.1800
jim.fox@LNF.com
Serving VA/DC since 1988
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

Woodbridge/
Occoquan                
$469,900

Your secluded retreat! 
Feels like the country yet 
just mins to Lake Ridge, 
Clifton, major routes, 
shopping, restaurants. 
Nearly 5.5ac of green 

space, woods, trails, pond, wildlife, peace & quiet. Spacious 3BR/2BA rambler has 
� nished walkout bsmt w/room for expansion. Seller started renovations throughout, 
but house will need some sweat equity & � nishing touches to make this your dream 
home. House appraised in February ‘20 for $505,000. Spacious owner’s suite w/sitting 
rm & full bath. LR w/frpl. Sep DR. Spacious KT w/adjoining FR. RR, 2 BR’s, full bath & 
access to 2-car garage on lower lvl. Property conveys “AS IS.”

“Committed to Earning the Loyalty of  Our Clients by Providing Unparalleled 
Professionalism and Exceptional Service While Supporting Our Community.”

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885
judys@lnf.com

AMANDA SCOTT
703-772-9190

Top Producer
www.AmandaScott.net

Gainesville       Heritage Hunt 55+ $530,000
BEAUTIFUL 2-lvl ‘Lakemont’, 3 BR - 2 main lvl, 3 BA, Grmt Kit, NEW 
SS appl, Brkfst rm, Granite, Fam rm o�  Kit, Gas Fpl, Liv, Din, Sunrm, 

Lndry, updtd BAs, Loft, HDWDS, NEW Roof, 2 car Garage.

Gainesville        Heritage Hunt 55+ $575,000
LOVELY 3 lvl ‘Yardley’, 3 BR, 3.5 BA, Grmt Kit, SS appls, 
HDWDS, Brkfst rm, Fam rm o�  Kit, Gas Fpl, Liv, Din, Sunrm, 

Loft, Lndry, Rec rm, Storage, Wkshp, 2 car Garage.

 www.HeritageHuntHomes.com

Spring� eld  22153 Lakewood Hills  $720,000                             
Private Cul-de-sac Location in a great community, perfectly located 
near the Fx Co Parkway. 5 BRs, 3 1/2 BAs, 3 � nished levels with walk-out 
basement and large screened porch o�  the family room. Hardwood � oors 
on Mn Level, Brand new Carpet on upper level 4 BRs. New on the market, 
1st week of August.  Call Kay Hart for information: 703-217-8444

Looking for a New Career?
Virtual Licensing Classes Now Available!

There has never been an easier way to start a new career!
To learn more, contact managing broker Paul DiCicco

at (703) 503-1899 or pauld@lnf.com

Falls Church
$1,090,000

Luxury and 
location all in one 
place. Exquisite 
end townhome 
o� ering distinctive 
architectural 

features. An easy walk to the West Falls Church Metro.  
Call Judy for more information.  

Visit: 7720magpielane.com

Brittany Community 
in Dumfries 

$429,900
Spacious NV Kingsmill model on 
cul-de-sac lot backing to parkland. 

2 story foyer. 2 story family room w/brick fpl. Eat-in kitchen w/island 
& walk-in pantry. Main level laundry rm. Dining rm w/butler’s pantry. 
Living rm opens to step-down sunrm. Library w/built-in book cases. 
Upper level features master suite including sitting rm, bath, large 
walk-in closet; 2nd bedrm w/private bath; bedrms 3 & 4 share a jack 
& jill bath. Finished lower level has recreation rm w/fpl, full bath, plus 

more. Deck overlooking the back yard Prince Wm Forest Park. 

Tysons / McLean $492 ,000
The Rotonda’s LARGEST 2 BR / 2 BA � oor plan! Completely REMODELED 

Kitchen, UPDATED Baths!  Private, enclosed balcony & garage space.

Fairfax - $700,000
Our Clients love their new home!  In today’s market experience 

makes the di� erence! 

SOLD
SOLD

For more information go toWelcomeHomeRealtyPartners.com

SOLD
SOLD!

Represented th
e Buyer!

UNDER 

CONTRACT

The 
Ridges of 

Glendilough
$759,900

A favorite � oor plan 
is coming on the 
market on a beautiful 
half acre.  Updates 
throughout include 
kitchen with stainless 

appliances and white cabinets while the bathrooms are tastefully upgraded.  
A private and spacious Home O�  ce is perfect for today’s working from home 
environment.  Four bedrooms, � ve � nished levels, screened porch as well as 
hardwood � oors throughout the main and upper levels are just some of the 

features of this home located in the Woodson-Frost school area.


