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By Jeanne Theismann
The Gazette

 

I
t was a simple enough request. Retired 
Navy Captain Charlie Kropf, now in his 
late 80s, asked his neighbor Paul John-
son if he would play Taps at sunset. The 

date was April 4 and thus began the nightly 
tradition that continues in the Williamsburg 
Manor North neighborhood.

“I had stopped in to check on how Char-
lie was doing during the quarantine,” said 
Johnson, a retired Navy Master Chief and 
former member of the Navy band. “When 
I first moved to the neighborhood in 1991 
Charlie and another neighbor, Lou Genario, 
a retired Army colonel who has since passed 
on, asked me to come out and play morn-
ing colors while Lou put his flag out on his 
garage. We did that a couple of times but 
Charlie remembered and asked me again.”

Johnson didn’t hesitate to honor his 
friend’s request, but instead of a one-time 
performance, the 30-year Navy veteran has 
continued performing each night at sunset 
as neighbors gather in somber silence in 
memory of lives being lost each day to the 
COVID-19 virus.

“Paul has saved my heart,” said Nedra 
Darling, who stands in memory of lives lost 
on Indian reservations across the county. “I 
am far away from my Navajo reservation 
and know 35 people who have died due 
to COVID. Those who have lost loved ones 
during this time can’t have closure so this is 

closure for the evening. And thank God he’s 
there the next evening giving us closure ev-
ery day that we can get some rest and then 
we start again.”

Said another neighbor, Deborah Mat-

thews, “Paul plays Taps for people who die 
every day of COVID. I am grateful that he 
is a neighbor and gives us a place to gather 
every evening.”

Johnson, who arranged for a substitute on 
the two occasions he was out of town, has 
no set date for ending the nightly tradition.

“I was thinking maybe I will play until we 
get a vaccine,” Johnson said.  “I began this 
to bring some comfort to Charlie but said to 
him ‘Charlie, if it’s meaningful to you I know 
it will be meaningful to other people too.’”

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

 

Fairfax County Public Schools held a 
Special Education Town Hall on Aug. 
16, part of its Back to School Count-

down. The event featured Dr. Scott S. Bra-
brand, Superintendent joined by Michael 
Bloom, Acting Assistant Superintendent for 
Special Services, Mikaela Antonio, Chur-
chill Road’s Special Education Lead Teacher 
and Ed Windhausen Preschool Teacher Re-
gion 3. View at https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=84P4GhMZF2U&feature=youtu.
be. 

“We recognize the challenges of a virtual 
start. This is the right approach as we begin 
the year,” Brabrand said. “We are committed 
to bringing back small cohorts of kids during 
the first quarter of the year, and prioritizing 
our special needs kids, including those in 
special education.” 

Many parents wondered how their child 

would receive related services and how they 
integrate during the school day in the vir-
tual environment.  Bloom said that related 
services - speech and language, occupation-
al therapy, physical therapy and counseling -  
would take place on a continuum of support 
following the student’s Individualized Edu-
cation Program. The plan would be updated 
if needed. 

“We have some related services that will 
be provided within a general education set-
ting. Others might receive their related ser-
vices as part of a pullout small group setting, 
and some can be delivered individually,” 
Bloom said. As for timing, parents might 
find related services provided during an 
asynchronous time. “You, as parents, will be 
talking with case managers, looking at your 
child’s schedule, and then determining the 
best time,” he said.

Brabrand turned his attention to a caller 
question about the new attendance policy. 
He said they were taking a more flexible ap-

proach to attendance and needed to focus 
on engagement. “There can be ways to have 
flexibility for kids to step out, who need 
to step out, who need to take that screen 
break... We’re not going to be counting those 
minutes against them,” said Brabrand.

According to Bloom, case managers had 
worked with parents and students, looking 
at each child’s schedule with time built in for 
both synchronous and asynchronous learn-
ing. He added some teachers would record 
their lessons for students to access later. Also, 
case managers planned to help students or-
ganize materials. Bloom said they would “be 
scheduling individual time with students to 
review those lessons (and) maybe do some 
level of reteaching for those students... who 
have executive functions deficits.” 

A CALLER asked what the technology de-
partment could do to simplify the multi-step 
process to log on for students with severe 
disabilities and make sure they could en-
gage. Bloom said, “We do know that there 
are certain populations of students that may 
have a more difficult time accessing the 
technology and so there are some supports 

that can be provided.” He said Applied Be-
havior Analysis (ABA) coaches could work 
with teachers to identify areas of technology 
students might have a more difficult time ac-
cessing. The division could provide parental 
coaching sessions. “Our ABA coaches will 
want to make sure that we utilize as many 
resources as we can,” Bloom said. 

According to Brabrand, some of the most 
vulnerable students would be back to school 
in-person soon. “I’ll be providing an update 
on Sept. 15, and I am very hopeful,” he said. 
Looking at a phasing model for in-person 
learning, some of the decision-making cen-
tered on not wanting to mix students. “Our 
first group are preschoolers, our students in 
our preschool autism classrooms in our early 
childhood class based classrooms...The sec-
ond group would be those students again 
who are accessing the adapted curriculum. 
These are more of our students that are in 
self-contained classrooms,” said Bloom.

BRABRAND asked Edward Windhausen, a 
preschool special education teacher at Rose 

See Special Education, Page 14

Day Is Done Bugler honors lives lost to COVID-19.

Retired Navy Master Chief Paul Johnson 
plays Taps outside his Williamsburg Man-
or North home Aug. 21 to honor those 
who have died from COVID-19. The 
former Navy band member began the 
nightly tradition April 4 and will contin-
ue for the foreseeable future.

Residents of the Williamsburg Manor 
North neighborhood gather to listen to 
retired Navy Master Chief Paul Johnson 
perform Taps at sunset Aug. 21.

“I was thinking may-
be I will play until 
we get a vaccine.”

— Paul Johnson, Bugler

Photos by Janet Barnett/The Gazette

Successful virtual start planned for FCPS’ 
special education children.

Dedicated to the Notion of Every Child by Name and By Need
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, 
but the best. This year marks our 40th year in Alexandria, and we are celebrating our 
investment in helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn 
more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Beverley Hills | $1,199,000
4-bedroom, 4-bath beautifully renovated home. Main 
level features an office, kitchen with island & Viking 
appliances. 4 beds/2 baths & laundry upstairs. Lower 
level features second laundry room, full bath & rec 
room. Patio & yard-great for entertaining! 
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

Fords Landing
$1,995,000
Exceptional 4 bedroom, 
3.55 renovated bath 
townhome offers an 
interior elevator, hardwood 
floors, spacious rooms 
awash with light, and 
new chef’s kitchen with 
adjoining breakfast room. 
Luxurious master suite 
with vaulted ceilings, Juliet 
balcony, multiple closets, 
and spa-like bath. Lovely 
brick patio.

Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421
www.BabsBeckwith.com

Hensley Estate | $734,900
The home you’ve been waiting for on a quiet cul-de-
sac! Updated kitchen opens to the family room with 
French doors to the brick patio. 3 bedrooms & 2 baths 
upstairs. Finished lower level with rec room, bedroom 
& bath. 8201 Hensley Ct.
Rebecca McCullough 571.384.0941 
www.RebeccaMcCullough.com

Warwick Village | $699,900
3-bedroom, 2-bath updated end unit! Large front porch 
leads to open floor plan with kitchen flowing into living 
& dining rooms. Gourmet kitchen with large pantry. 
Spacious & fenced-in backyard. Lower level recreation 
with storage. Walk to “The Avenue.” 216 Tennessee Ave
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

VIRTUAL OPEN SAT 9/5, 10AM

McENEARNEY ASSOCIATES 
I S  PLEA SED TO WELC O ME

KHALIL 
ABDELMOUMEN
TO TH E A LEX A N D R I A O FFI C E

If you are thinking of buying, selling or renting, 
call Khalil today at 703.894.7799, or email him  

at KAbdelmoumen@McEnearney.com.

KhalilAbdelmoumen.com

Alexandria City | $949,000
Rarely available all-brick 5-bedroom home on two 
stories in an upscale neighborhood. This home awaits 
a new owner who is seeking to expand, renovate, 
renew, or pop up on an elegant, lushly landscaped, 
one-third acre lot with room for a pool. 
Noel Kaupinen 703.200.1165
Chris Hayes 703.944.7737

Old Town | $885,000
Cute Victorian overlooking Lee Street Park with 
seasonal river views! Living room with wood-burning 
fireplace, separate dining room, kitchen with adjacent 
atrium; den in the back with exposed brick wall, full 
bath with a skylight. 2 bedrooms + den/3rd BR upstairs.
Paul Anderson 703.408.0676
www.paulvanderson.com

OPEN SUN 9/6, 2-4PM OPEN SUN 9/6, 2-4PM

Braddock Heights | $1,775,000
Spectacular 5-bedroom, 5.5-bath home in a lovely 
park-like setting. Great kitchen/family room combo + 
wonderful flow lends itself to entertaining. Master suites 
on main & upper levels. Deck, workshop, & garage. 
HayesWoodHomes.com. 725 Timber Branch Drive
Chris Hayes 703.944.7737
Gordon Wood 703.447.6138

OPEN SUN 9/6, 2-4PM
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A 1950s photo from the early days of the reactor.
This area where the nuclear reactor is located at Fort Belvoir will eventually go back to its 
natural state.

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

T
he decommissioning and disman-
tling of the Deactivated SM-1 Nu-
clear Power Plant at Fort Belvoir 
took one step closer to reality this 

month when the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers, Baltimore District, awarded a $67.98 
million contract to joint venture APTIM AE-
COM Decommissioning LLC of Alexandria.

The process for selecting a contractor 
took over two years and was comprehensive 
which gives the SM-1 team a high degree of 
confidence that the A2D team will be able 
to get the job done in a safe and efficient 
manner, officials said.

According to Fort Belvoir, the decommis-
sioning contract includes all aspects of the 
project, including the removal of all reactor 
components, transportation and disposal 
of the material and site cleanup and resto-
ration. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 
team will work with the decommissioning 
contractor to ensure all aspects of the proj-
ect will be done safely.

News

“The Army Corps has 
worked diligently to award the 
contract for this very complex 
and challenging project,” said 
Baltimore District Command-

er Col. John Litz. “Our radiological experts 
have safely executed projects like this in the 
past, and our team of trained professionals 
will use proven techniques, precautions and 
engineering controls to prioritize and ensure 
the continued safety of our workers, installa-
tion community and public.”

From 1957 until it was shut down in 1973, 
nuclear technicians from all branches of the 
military trained at the SM-1 facility at Fort 
Belvoir. SM-1 was partially decommissioned 
from 1973 into 1974, which consisted of the 
removal of the majority of the site’s radioac-
tivity. This included the removal of nuclear 
fuel and control rods, minor decontamina-
tion, shipment of radioactive waste, sealing 
of the reactor pressure vessel, and installing 
appropriate warning signs and monitoring 
devices.

The majority of SM-1’s remaining low-lev-
el radioactivity is within activated met-
als and components of the reactor system, 
which are all secured within the walls of the 
facility’s containment vessel. During decom-
missioning, work will be completed within 
containment, and all material will be prop-

Fort Belvoir Nuclear Power Plant Removal Moves Forward
Contract signed with  
Alexandria-based company.

The historical significance of the nuclear facility was looked at as well, but it will 
only be preserved in documentation.

erly packaged before leaving the site. The 
property will be restored for future use by 
Fort Belvoir.

Crews are expected to begin mobilizing in 
early 2021, and the work is anticipated to 
take approximately five years to complete.

The SM-1 at Fort Belvoir is one of at least 
three identified deactivated reactors, along 
with the SM-1A at Fort Greely in Alaska and 
the MH-1A that was aboard the STURGIS 
barge which is currently in the late stages of 
decommissioning in Galveston, Texas.

US Army Photos

LABOR DAY  
HOLIDAY SCHEDULE
Fairfax County Government offices are 

closed Monday, Sept. 7, in honor 
of the Labor Day holiday. However, 
some facilities are open and sched-
ules vary, particularly as some 
offices continue to feature reduced 
hours in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. Additionally, the county 
government is providing many 
essential services online, by phone 
and by mail. 

NOW THRU SEPT. 14
Crafting Democracy: Fiber Arts 

and Activism. At Woodlawn & 
Pope-Leighey House. Woodlawn 
& Pope-Leighey House is hosting 
Crafting Democracy: Fiber Arts and 
Activism, a traveling exhibition 
from Rochester Institute of Tech-
nology (RIT), inside our Woodlawn 
historic house museum from now 
until Sept. 14. The show seeks 
to highlight examples of contem-

porary craft activism that have 
recently soared, placing them into 
conversation with their historical 
precedents including, for instance, 
references to the women’s Suf-
fragist movement through banners 
and sashes. This exhibit demon-
strates the ways in which craft is 
employed as a tool of expression 
that gives voice to people who seek 
an active role in democracy. Tickets 
available at the website: www.

woodlawnpopeleighey.org. 

TUESDAY/SEPT. 15
UK Genealogy Research. 1-2:30 p.m. 

Zoom Meeting. Genealogist Shan-
non Combs-Bennett of the Mount 
Vernon Genealogical Society will 
speak about genealogical research 
on UK ancestors. Online access 
information to be emailed to mem-
bers and registered nonmembers. 
Email registration by Sept. 11 to 

contact-us@mvgenealogy.org.  See 
http://www.mvgenealogy.org.

FLU SHOTS AT SAFEWAY
Local Safeway pharmacies will be 

giving flu shots starting Aug. 29 at 
112 Eastern Division stores in the 
region.  Flu vaccines can be admin-
istered on a “walk-in” basis and 
are offered on a daily basis.The flu 
shot is free with most insurance, 
so there is no co-payment unless 
required by the plan. Visit the web-
site www.safeway.com/flu 

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome. 
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before event.

Bulletin Board
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By Mike Salmon
The Connection

I
n his 32 years and eight terms as Lee 
District Supervisor, Joe Alexander (D) 
was determined to help people in the 
Franconia area so much that when Met-

ro eyed another site for the Blue Line sta-
tion, he “persuaded Metro,” to move it to the 
present location and combine it with other 
transportation systems, and it’s now named 
the “Joe Alexander Transportation Center.” 

On Sunday, Aug. 30, Joe Alexander died 
at the age of 90, leaving behind a legacy in 
the Springfield area that will live on.

“Joe got it relocated,” said former Lee Dis-
trict Supervisor Dana Kauffman, who was 
Alexander’s assistant for many years before 
being elected to Supervisor. 

“Joe was known as the ‘pothole politician,’ 
and no request was too small,” Kauffman 
said.

Alexander was sitting at the table when 
President Jimmy Carter signed the Metro 
funding bill in 1980. 

“He was magnificent in reaching out and 
engaging,” Kauffman added.

When he first started at Lee District, there 
were several different water companies 
serving the district, and Alexander looked 
at that as a challenge. “People couldn’t flush 

with confidence,” Kauffman said. Alexan-
dria worked with the companies and when 
he was finished, everything was merged into 
Fairfax Water.

In the 1960s, there were many gravel op-
erations dominating the landscape, includ-
ing a stretch of land that went from behind 

Edison High School to an area behind Hay-
field Secondary School. In the early 1970s, 
the gravel companies were winding down 
operations, and it became one big dirt track 
for motorcycles and a dumping ground, be-
fore Alexander stepped in. He worked with 
the companies, and now the old gravel pits 
are Kingstowne, Manchester Lakes, dotted 
with a few ponds and parks. 

His efforts in Lee 
District show signs 
that will be forever 
remembered.

Former Lee District Supervisor Joe Alexander, 90, Dies

News

Connection File Photo
Joe Alexander and Carl Sell pose for the cover of the Springfield 
Connection during the Franconia Museum’s Eighth Annual History 
Day in October 2009.

Photo courtesy of Carl Sell
Joe Alexander and Carl Sell, left, at the Lee District sign 
placement.

See J  oe Alexander, Page 7
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Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Alex/Olde Mill Condominiums    $249,000
5704 Shadwell Court #95

Cozy 2 bedroom, 2 bath, Condo, 3 miles from 
Ft. Belvoir.  25 minutes to DC on GW Parkway.  
Top level unit with cathedral ceiling, wood 
burning fireplace, attic storage, and private 
walk-in closet. Both bathrooms have been 
recently updated. Separate laundry room off 

kitchen! Enjoy walks through Jackson Abbot Wetland Refuge, with tennis 
courts and playground.  Minutes to Ft. Belvoir (S). 

Ft. Hunt/Hollin Hall       $629,500
1905 Clayton Place

Beautiful contemporary home with open floor 
plan in sought after Hollin Hall community zoned 
for Waynewood Elementary. 1600 sq.ft. One level 
living w/ 3 bedrooms, 2 baths. Renovated kitchen 
and baths. Wall of windows in back overlooking 

private backyard. Sits on a quiet cul de sac with lovely landscaping. Blocks 
to George Washington Parkway and Potomac River. Neighborhood 
shopping center. Fabulous location.   

UNDER CONTRACT

Alex/Mt. Vernon Grove    $659,900
4207 Robertson Blvd.

Welcome to this large beautiful 2 story split situated on an ex-
pansive, flat, .34 acre lot w/a fenced bkyd, & 1 car side entry 
garage. A major renovation in 2015 to include: new roof, kitch-
en opened up to living & dining rooms w/granite counters 

& center isle, SS appliances, cherry cabinets & oak floors to match the rest of the refinished 
hdwds, painted interior w/crown molding, 6 panel doors throughout. A/C replaced in 2019.  
Large 19x12 deck off the dining area, also installed in 2015.  2 wood burning FPLS inspected 
& improved as necessary.  All 3 baths remodeled as well. This is a tremendous buy & ideally 
situated in Mt. Vernon. 5 mins to Ft. Belvoir (S), 17-18 mins to S. Alexandria (N), 27 mins to 
National Airport (N) & 28-30 mins to the Pentagon (N). Nothing like it on the market!!

UNDER CONTRACT

News

I
f you think you have coronavirus dis-
ease 2019 (COVID-19) or have been 
exposed to someone who was confirmed 
to have the disease, contact your health 

care provider or visit one of the testing sites 
listed here. https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/health/novel-coronavirus/coronavi-
rus-covid-19-testing

Here are more things to know about test-
ing:

v Each week, about 10,000 COVID-19 
PCR tests are done in the Fairfax Health 
District. During the week of Aug. 16, 2020, 
10,750 PCR tests were collected. That’s 
substantial, but not the whole picture of 
COVID-19 diagnosis in our community. For 
individuals who do become infected and 
seek medical care, their medical provid-
er may make a diagnosis based on symp-
toms (for example, loss of smell and lives 
with someone already diagnosed with 
COVID-19) and exposure history and not 
conduct a test.

v Percent positivity has waxed and 
waned.

The percentage of positive COVID tests 
in August has fluctuated between 5.2% and 
5.8%. With restrictions easing up as part of 
the phased reopening, people are more mo-
bile than during earlier phases of the pan-

demic when stay-at-home orders were in 
place so there are more opportunities for 
exposure.

To keep COVID-19 cases down, everyone 
needs to continue social distancing, wear a 
mask, wash hands frequently, consult their 
healthcare provider if they develop symp-
toms, and to follow all public health rec-
ommendations if contacted by the health 
department and identified as a close contact 
to a confirmed case.

Find more information on the COVID-19 
data dashboard.

v The time it takes to get COVID-19 test 
results varies. It could take from 1 to 7 days 
or sometimes longer to get your result.

v While waiting for results, stay away 
from others, especially people who are 
at higher risk for getting very sick from 
COVID-19, such as older adults and people 
with other medical conditions. 

Learn more about what to do while wait-
ing for your COVID-19-test result.

There are more than 30 places in the Fair-
fax community offering COVID-19 tests, in-
cluding locations that do not require a doc-
tor’s referral or an appointment. The Fairfax 
County Health Department can also assist 
people in getting a test if they are deemed a 
close contact of a case.

Things to Know About 
Coronavirus Testing
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History

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

A
t one time in Mount Vernon’s history, 
skirting around the depression years, 
the ladies of Old Town rode the trol-
ley down to Mount Vernon and visited 

the tea room for some Earl Grey and crumpets.
Faded black and white photos show the train 

and the tea house somewhere near the present 
day circle where the parkway ends at George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon. Along came the 
automobile and the paved parkway, and there’s 
no sign of the trolley line from those days.

As the story goes, the railway/trolley line ran 
from Pennsylvania Ave and 13th Street, NW, 
right to the circle here at Mount Vernon. The tea 
room and station were operated by Charles Ed-
ward Gibbs and Annie Laurie Hemphill Gibbs. 
Mrs. Gibbs was the telegrapher and Mr. Gibbs 
was the freight station agent. They were suc-
ceeded by their son, Edward Curtis Gibbs and 
his wife, Louise McGirrpaff Gibbs in 1924. They 
kept the line in operation until 1932.

All signs of this trolley line seem to have dis-
appeared, fallen victim to weather, kudzu and 
time. Fort Hunt resident Hal Nesbitt lives along 
the old rail bed, which is somewhere behind 
the 7-11 and gas station on Elkin Street. “That’s 
what I heard when I bought the place,” he said. 
There’s no sign of any railroad, but while do-
ing yard work, he found a few horseshoes and 
rusted nails that were big enough to possibly be 
railroad spikes.

Even the historical expert in the George 
Washington library has barely a paragraph 
about the train line, and concludes his research 
this way: “That pretty much summarizes the file 
(which is pretty slim!).The train line was in op-

eration until 1932, one source said, but there is 
a picture of “E.C. Gibbs,” on the last day of the 
rail service, dated Feb. 28, 1930, so the puzzle 
continues.”

The Tea House where the trolley stopped was 
once on the land of George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon, but some have it as being moved to the 
Woodland Park area, and is now a blue house 
that is inhabited. There is a historical plaque on 
one of the front porch pillars.

Barbara and Jason Malm live next door to the 
blue house in their own historical house that 
dates back to that time. They have a picture 
from 1928, and there is a structure in the back-
yard that is called the “servants quarters,” on 
an official land record they located. The Malm’s 
have restored the quarters, and “we tried to 
bring it back to the way it was,” said Barbara 
Malm.

Under a section in the Mount Vernon Librar-
ies documentation called “Refreshments in the 
19th Century,” there is a photo of a tea house 
or restaurant, with a trolley car out front and 
cars parked on the side that look like 1920’s era 
cars. One of the photo captions says the trolley 
started in 1892.

 
Dyke Marsh Station

Between Alexandria and the George Wash-
ington’s Mount Vernon, there were 25 trolley 
stops. Glenda Booth who currently leads the 
Friends of the Dyke Marsh, has investigated 
the trolley line, and wrote about it in 2012. 
Apparently there was a house “known as the 
J. W. Kruettner mansion,” Booth wrote, and it 
may have been used as the trolley stop at Dyke 
Marsh. “Some locals have long believed the ru-
ins to be parts of a former rail station,” Booth 
wrote. It was called the Wellington Villa station, 
and at that time, “the only parts of the station 
that have survived are the pillars, now on a 
house on Northdown Road near the bridge, and 
the station’s doors, now part of Lyons’s garage.”

As with many historic stories in this time 
period, bootleggers were involved, and Booth 

cites a 1978 book by Frederick Tilp called “This 
Was Potomac River.” Tilp talks about “bawdy 
houses,” in Mount Vernon, and a famous local 
was a man known as “Cigarette Smith,” who al-
legedly ran a robust bootlegging operation from 
a boat, known as an ark, in Dyke Marsh. 

“And it recaptures inimitably the human 
foibles, frailties, and eccentricities that have 
touched life along its expanses,” a synopsis of 
the book read.

One community the trolley ran through is 
Stratford Landing, and rumor has it the trolley 
ran down Wittington Boulevard, which is one 
of the straightest streets in the neighborhood. 
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Vanishing Act of The Mount Vernon Trolley Line

Photo contributed
E.C. Gibbs on the trolley’s last day in 1930.

Photo by Mike Salmon/The Connection
The horseshoe that was found in an area 
where the trolley line reportedly went in 
Fort Hunt.

The Malm’s house in 1921.

Tea time stops also  
include bootleg  
whiskey, bawdy houses.
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He was also involved 
with turning parts of the 
gravel operations into Lee 
District Park and the Green-
dale Golf Course.

At one time, Mike’s 
American Grill had the “Joe 
Alexander Burger,” on the 
menu. It was a bacon-ched-
dar cheeseburger with mus-
tard and mayonnaise.

 
JOE ALEXANDER was born 
on Dec. 21, 1929 in Pitts-
burgh. His father landed a 
job at Fort Belvoir, so the 
family moved to the Fran-
conia area in 1931. Joe 
went to school in Fairfax 
County, and was on the 
Mount Vernon High School 
football team. In 1953, af-
ter training to be a pilot at 
a local airfield, he became 
a fighter pilot in the Kore-
an War. He followed in the 
legacy of his father, Milton 
Alexander, who was the 
chief magistrate of Fairfax County in 
the early years, and went into local 
politics in the early 1960s. The fam-
ily owned Franconia Hardware for 
years, which was located right across 
the street from the current Franconia 
Government Center. His mother, Ce-
lia, was the postmaster in Franconia.

“Joe Alexander – Lee District’s lon-
gest serving Supervisor, a veteran 
combat pilot, respected local bank-
er and business owner who will best 
be remembered as an architect of 
the region’s Metrorail system and 
transformational pothole politician, 
passed away over 
the weekend,” 
wrote Chairman 
Jeff McKay, for-
mer Lee District 
Supervisor. “ Joe 
not only lived 
through the trans-
formation of Fair-
fax County from 
farmland to Virginia’s burgeoning eco-
nomic engine, he oversaw its transfor-
mation. He was a role model for me 

From Page 4

News

As the Lee District Supervisor, Joe Alexander made 
things happen around the district. Alexander died 
on Aug. 30.

Former Lee District Supervisor 
Joe Alexander, 90, Dies

There’s a book about Joe Alexander 
available at the Franconia Museum.

“He was a role model 
for me as I made my 
way through Fairfax 
County Government.”

— Chairman Jeff McKay

“He was magnifi-
cent in reaching 
out and engaging.”

— Dana Kauffman

as I made my way through Fairfax County 
Government.”

Alexander could have run for higher of-
fice, but chose to stay in Lee District. He 
became a volunteer docent at the Franconia 

Museum at one point. 
Carl Sell, one of the 

founders of the muse-
um, wrote a book in 
2009 called “Franconia 
Remembers Joe Alexan-
der,” and it’s currently 
available at the museum. 

Joe Alexander’s fu-
neral is planned for Sunday, Sept. 6 at noon, 
at King David Memorial Garden in Falls 
Church, 7482 Lee Hwy, Falls Church, Va.
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By Hope Nelson
Gazette Packet

F
rom more time to pick up great 
restaurant deals to lifting a glass 
at a new outdoor watering hole to 
carb-loading with thick and chewy 

bagels, the city is bursting with flavors. 
Here’s a rundown of the latest news.

Alexandria Restaurant Week To-Go Ex-
tended Through Labor Day

Can’t get enough of this summer’s car-
ryout and curbside meal deals? You’re not 
alone. This August’s celebration of the city’s 
best restaurants was so popular that it’s 
been extended through Labor Day, Sept. 7. 
Most participants are offering dinner for two 
for $49 and are packing a wallop in every 
menu. From Haute Dogs to Mia’s to Bugsy’s 
to Sweet Fire Donna’s and more, the partici-

pating restaurants – and their offerings – are 
a diverse lot, offering something for every-
one. 

Say Hello to The Alley at Captain Greg-
ory’s

The festive tiki bar adjacent to Elizabeth’s 
Counter is spreading its wings a bit and tak-
ing over some of the outdoor space to allow 
for al fresco dining (and drinking). Breathe 
in the night air while toasting to whatever 
the week has in store. The Alley launches 
Sept. 9 with a soft opening; reservations re-
quired via Resy.com. 

Chewish Deli Bagel Truck Back on the 
Road

After a 10-week layoff due to an accident, 
the Chewish Deli’s food truck is back in ac-
tion, delivering bagels across the city. Con-
sider this a prelude to the upcoming open-

Off the Menu: Restaurant News Notes
Entertainment

ing of the deli’s brick-and-mortar space at 
807 Pendleton Street, but in the meantime, 
scope out the Chewish Deli’s social media 
page for the latest food truck locations.

Hope Nelson is the author of “Classic Restau-
rants of Alexandria” and owns the Kitchen 
Recessionista blog, located at www.kitchenre-
cessionista.com. Email her any time at hope@
kitchenrecessionista.com.

The Alley at Captain Gregory’s: The festive tiki bar adjacent to Elizabeth’s Counter is 
taking over outdoor space for al fresco drinking and dining.

In September 1920, the Parker-Gray 
School opened for African American 
students grades 1 - 8. Located on 

Wythe Street, the school was named for 
the two principals of the previous segre-
gated elementary schools in Alexandria 
- Principal John Parker of the Snowden
School for boys and Principal Sarah
Gray of the Hallowell School for girls.
Henry T. White was its teacher-principal
with a staff of nine additional teachers.
Parker-Gray was the only elementary
school in Alexandria with an auditori-
um because of Mr. White’s insistence
that one be placed in the architectural
plans. The boosters and parents had to
buy chairs for the auditorium, a stage
curtain, wastebaskets, desk clocks,
coat racks for teachers, $1,000 worth
of equipment for the Home Economics
room, reference books, roller maps and

globes, a typewriter, a Victrola and records, 
a lantern slide with 600 slides as well as 
cover half of the cost of window shades for 
the building.  

Select Office of Historic Alexandria Mu-
seums are open with new safety protocols 
in place, including masks required indoors 
and hand sanitizing stations. Admission 
to all City-owned museums is free for City 
residents. 

Just Opened-Alexandria Archaeology 
Museum

The Museum is now open Friday and 
Saturday, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Sundays 1-4 
p.m.

Visitors can view the museum’s most
recent exhibit “Preserving Alexandria’s 
Maritime Heritage,” featuring a 1:12 scale 
model of the Hotel Indigo Site ship and an 

artifact case showing Alexandria’s links to 
the world. The exhibit tells the story of the 
vessel from excavation to preservation, and 
contextualizes Alexandria’s role within the 
broader 18th century maritime world. 

The Alexandria History Museum at The 
Lyceum 

Fridays and Saturdays, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
and Sundays 1-4 p.m. Timed Tickets are 
required, and can be purchased here. 

Guests can enjoy the recently opened 
exhibit Witnessing Worship: A Photograph-
ic Study of Faith in Alexandria. In 1985, 
photographer Nina Tisara documented 
fifty worship groups throughout the City of 
Alexandria. She sought to document “the 
breadth, variety, and vitality of worship 
in the city.” She came to call her project 
Converging Paths because the experience 
led her to conclude that, despite the many 

different paths worship takes, “we are 
all kin.”

This online exhibition provides a sam-
pling of the photographs.

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum 
Fridays and Saturdays, 11 a.m. – 4 

p.m. and Sundays 1-4 p.m., For a
discount on admission, purchase timed
entry in advance here.

Come tour the Museum at your own 
pace and immerse yourself in the spaces 
and stories of the tavern. Take a selfie 
with the “Learned Pig.” Reenact a ball 
as you dance to music in the ballroom. 
While touring, you’ll learn how all social 
classes and people—free and enslaved, 
men and women, African American and 
white—were part of not just the tavern 
but the creation of Alexandria and the 
young nation. 

Historic Alexandria

Remembering Parker-Gray Celebrating the 
100th Anniversary

SUMMER CONCERTS ON THE 
GREEN
The Celebrate Great Falls Founda-

tion announces a schedule of five 
Summer Concerts on the Green 
beginning August 30, 2020. Each 
concert will begin at 6 p.m. on the 
Village Centre green (in front of 
the gazebo).

September 6 - Mike Terpak Blues 
Explosion;

September 13 - The Oxymorons;
September 20 - The Unfinished;
September 27 - Wes Tucker and the 

Skillets.

Celebrate Great Falls Foundation 
organizers are putting in place 
several new protocols to help 
ensure a safe, socially distant eve-
ning. After each concert, they will 

assess whether to proceed with the 
remaining concerts and implement 
any needed changes in our proto-
cols. This will be announced on the 
Monday prior to each concert. The 
safety and wellness of our bands, 
volunteers and the Great Falls com-
munity is of paramount importance 
in all of our decisions.

DRIVE-THRU DRAMA
The Alden in McLean is bringing back 

its Drive-Thru Drama performanc-
es in September. The new show, 
“From the Ash Baxter Files: The 
Search for the Stolen Spyglass,” 
will be performed Friday through 
Sunday over three weekends 
on Sept. 11-13, Sept. 18-20 and 
Sept. 25-27. Show times are from 
4-7 p.m. Tickets are $20, $15

for MCC tax district residents. A 
limited number of timed tickets are 
available and must be purchased 
in advance at www.aldentheatre.
org. The Alden is a division of the 
McLean Community Center (MCC), 
located at 1234 Ingleside Ave., 
McLean.

NIGHTMARE ALLEY AT WORK-
HOUSE ARTS CENTER
The Workhouse Arts Center announces 

that “Nightmare Alley” Haunted 
Drive-Thru is coming to Lorton 
for this year’s Halloween season. 
“Nightmare Alley” is the first im-
mersive, contactless drive-thru Hal-
loween experience in the region.  
Zombies, swamp creatures, creepy 
clowns, and scary dolls are among 
13 different scary scenes taking up 

residence on the Workhouse cam-
pus during the month of October.  
These new campus inhabitants will 
scare and entertain visitors expe-
riencing the attraction from the 
safety of their cars. Tickets are on 
sale now. There will be 13 nights 
of fright, starting on Friday, Oct. 2 
through Sat. October 31.   Fridays 
and Saturdays will run from 7-11 
p.m. each weekend in October, and
the three Sundays in the middle
of the month (October 11, 18,
and the 25) will run from 7-10
p.m. The Workhouse is holding
auditions for scare actors and is ac-
cepting volunteers to assist in this
year’s event.  (Students wishing
to volunteer are eligible to receive
service hours.) For sponsorship
opportunities, contact: elenaroma-
nova@workhousearts.org

ALEXANDRIA DRIVE-IN THE-
ATRE
The Alexandria Drive-In Theatre, 

presented by Alexandria based 
businesses ALX Community and 
The Garden, is now opened. The 
six-part movie series will run on 
Saturdays through October 3 and 
will feature a popular collection of 
movie classics and family favorites. 
The drive-in theatre will be located 
in the Eisenhower section of Alex-
andria in the parking lot connected 
to commercial space owned by real 
estate developer and event partner 
Stonebridge. The lot can accommo-
date up to 215 cars per screening. 
Alexandria Drive-In Movie Line Up:

Saturday, Sept. 5, 2020 -- “Back to the 
Future”

Fun Things to Do this Summer

See Fun Things, Page 9
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See Helping, Page 7

Saturday, Sept. 12, 2020 -- “Trolls”
Saturday, Sept. 19, 2020 -- “Field of 

Dreams”
Saturday, Sept. 26, 2020 -- “ET”
Saturday, Oct. 3, 2020 -- “Mamma 

Mia”
 Website: www.AlexandriaDriveIn.

com. Cost: $30 per car/per screen-
ing. No refunds. 100% ticket costs 
go to two local Alexandria-based 
charities.

TYSONS CORNER DRIVE-IN 
MOVIES
Tysons Corner Center is hosting Drive-

In Movie Nights, in partnership 
with the Hyatt Regency Tysons 
Corner Center, on the second 
weekend of each month. Locat-
ed along Fashion Blvd. between 
Nordstrom and Bloomingdale’s, 
will open for parking, be sure to 
bring your ticket. Show starts at 
8:30 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 12 -- “Mrs. Doubtfire”
Reserve your spot - space is limited. 

Reservation and movie details are 
located at

https://www.tysonscornercenter.com/
Events

GIRLS WHO MATH
Girls Who Math is a student-run 

charity started by high schoolers 
at Thomas Jefferson High School 
for Science and Technology. They 
provide free individual tutoring 
and group classes to students of all 
ages. Although initially created as 
a way to empower girls with inter-
est in STEM, they have opened up 
their programs to students of all 
gender identities to encourage all 
students to keep learning during 
the COVID-19 pandemic. The class-
es they offer cover a wide variety 
of STEM topics from computer sci-
ence to biology, and are held once 
a week. The one-on-one tutoring 
is suitable for students with a wide 
variety of needs. In the time that 
they have been established, they 
have helped over 600 students 
from over 25 different countries. 
They also often host seminars and 
information sessions to inform 
students of competitions, career 
opportunities, and scholarships. To 
learn more about Girls Who Math 
and programs that are currently of-
fered, visit their website at https://
girlswhomath.net/

THE BIRCHMERE
The Birchmere in Alexandria is 

reopening with limited capacity. 
During the public health emergen-
cy, there will be a $25 food and 
beverage minimum and a $5 Covid 
fee. There will be no bar service 
and no gathering in the stage or 
bar areas. Customers will be escort-
ed to their seats, and those without 
reserved seats will be seated by 
staff to ensure social distancing. 

Schedule of Shows:
Friday, Sept. 4 -- The Johnny Artis 

Band
Saturday, Sept. 5 -- The Seldom Scene
Friday, Sept. 11 -- The Eric Scot Band
Saturday, Sept. 12 -- 33 Live’s Killer 

Queen Experience
Friday, Sept. 18 -- Eaglemania
Thursday, Sept. 24 -- Kick -- The INXS 

Experience
Friday, Sept. 25 -- TUSK -- The Ulti-

mate Fleetwood Mac Tribute
Saturday, Sept. 26 -- The Nighthawks
The venue is located at 3701 Mount 

Vernon Avenue, Alexandria. All 
shows at 7:30 p.m. in the Music 
Hall.  Visit the Birchmere’s website: 
http://www.birchmere.com/

Fun Things
From Page 8
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air       
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

As a volunteer over the last four 
years advocating to end gerryman-
dering and reform the way our leg-
islative districts are drawn, I want-
ed to let you know that we have 
a chance to approve a state con-
stitutional amendment to create 
the Commonwealth’s first ever re-
districting commission. By joining 
me in voting yes on Amendment 
1, you can help end the long-time 
practice of allowing politicians to 
pick their voters instead of the vot-
ers electing the politicians.

We redraw electoral districts 
every ten years, and in Virginia, 
we’ve left this critical responsi-
bility up to members of our state 
General Assembly. As a result, 
our “elected” officials have drawn 
maps to protect their own interests 
and keep themselves in power.

If we pass Amendment 1, we 
can create a transparent, bipar-
tisan, citizen-led commission to 
draw legislative districts. This 
means that instead of shady back-
room deals, the new system will 
be completely open to the watch-
ful eyes of all citizens. Public 
meetings will be held across Vir-
ginia, with all the proceedings 

Letters

available for public scrutiny for 
the first time.

The amendment also adds the 
minority protections of the federal 
Voting Rights Act into the Virgin-
ia Constitution to protect against 
lapses in federal-level safeguards. 
For decades, Virginia has depend-
ed on federal protections for mi-
nority voting rights, but those have 
been steadily

eroded. Amendment 1 ensures 
that “districts shall provide, where 
practicable, opportunities for ra-
cial and ethnic communities to 
elect candidates of their choice” no 
matter what.

Amendment 1 has support from 
a bipartisan list of Virginia-based 
advocacy groups, nationally rec-
ognized anti-gerrymandering or-
ganizations, major Virginia news-
papers, and over 70% of registered 
voters in the Commonwealth. Join 
me and so many other Virginians 
in taking the pledge to VOTE YES 
ON AMENDMENT 1 and transform 
Virginia into a state whose redis-
tricting process is finally fair.

Bonnie Hershberg
Alexandria

Vote Yes on Amendment 1

Let Us Know Your View
Connection Newspapers welcomes views on any public issue.

Letters must be signed. Include home address and home and business numbers; 
we will only print your name and town name. 

Letters are routinely edited for length, libel, grammar,
good taste, civility and factual errors.

Send letters
Online www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/letter/

By email: editors@connectionnewspapers.com
By mail to: Letters to the Editor The Connection 

1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
You can comment on our Facebook page or find us on Twitter

www.facebook.com/connectionnewspapers
https://twitter.com/alexgazette

https://twitter.com/mtvernongazette
https://twitter.com/followfairfax

LCNV FALL CLASS REGISTRA-
TION
The Literacy Council of Northern 

Virginia (LCNV) is hosting begin-
ning-level adult English language 
classes from October to December. 
Due to the situation of COVID-19, 
classes for the fall semester will 
be held on virtual platforms only, 
which require students to have a 
computer, tablet, or smartphone 
and internet access to participate. 
Registration begins Monday, Aug. 
17, and runs through Friday, Sept. 
18, with options to register via text 
message, phone calls, or in-person 
at certain locations and times. 

Classes offered this fall include:
Beginning English Class: provides 

adult English language learners 
the fundamental skills to under-
stand and communicate in English, 
helping them to better engage in 
the community and advance their 
careers. 

Family Learning Programs (FLP): pro-
vides English language instruction 
for parents or caregivers, so that 

they can better communicate with 
their children and support their 
education. 

 
Classes are $85.00 with books and as-

sessment included. Registration is 
required for enrollment. Registra-
tion times and dates are available 
at LCNV’s distance learning page 
(https://lcnv.org/distance-learn-
ing-fall-session/lcnv-classes/), or 
call 703-237-0866.

FLU SHOTS AT GIANT FOOD
Flu shots are now available at all 

Giant Food store pharmacies for 
both adults and children. The 
vaccinations will be administered 
by Giant’s pharmacists, require no 
appointment and are often covered 
in-full by most insurance plans. No 
appointment is needed and insur-
ance companies, including Medi-
care, are billed directly, often at $0 
copays. Standard flu shots as well 
as the high dose flu vaccine for 
customers over the age of 64 are 
available. For more information, or 
to schedule an onsite flu clinic for 
your office, call 800-950-4678. 

From Page 3

Bulletin Board



Mount Vernon Gazette  v  September 3-9, 2020  v  11www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Another                                  Community Partnership
March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

By Marilyn Campbell
The Connection

A
fter a summer of postponed 
vacations, closed pools and 
limited summer camps, all 
a byproduct of COVID-19, 

parents are concerned about the well-
being of their children. “My kids have 
heightened anxiety now and they’re 
awkward when they do see people,” 
said a Bethesda mother of three.

“He’s so bored and misses his 
friends,” said a McLean mother about 
her 12-year-old son.  “My husband and 
I work, so he’s spent a lot of time alone 
this summer.”

Mother and child psychologist Aman-
da Dounis, adds, “My 12-year-old son 
emphasizes how terrible it’s been,” 
and “He claims many of his friends are de-
pressed.”

As a new school year begins under a cloud 
of uncertainty that could prolong the discon-
nection from peers, child psychologists and 
psychiatrists are expressing concern about 
the current, and possibly long-term, effect 
these restrictions will have on children, par-
ticularly teens and tweens.  Some are won-
dering if the benefits of social connection 
are important to balance against degrees of 
safety measures for COVID-19.

“For middle and high school students, so-
cialization teaches them lessons as import-
ant as math or English,” said psychiatrist 
Dr. Carole Lieberman M.D. “During these 
years at school, they learn how to face the 
challenges of making new friends, becoming 
popular, trying on social values, [and] de-
veloping leadership skills. Social isolation, 
however, robs them of these opportunities 
and sets them back on their psychosocial 
phases of development.”

The mental health damage can be over-
looked, says child & adolescent psychiatrist 
Dr. Marilou Jimenez, M.D. chair of the Ad-
diction and Mental Health Center at MedStar 
Montgomery Medical Center. “The potential 
impact that prolonged social isolation will 
have on these kids is profound,” she said. 
“We’re seeing that Generation Z is uniquely 
impacted by this pandemic. COVID-19 has 
caused prolonged social isolation, missing 
important milestones, an increase in social 
media usage and screen time, and preva-
lence of extreme stress among adolescents.”

Those with preexisting mental health con-
ditions like anxiety and depression can be 
affected most significantly, says Jimenez. “It 
can wreak havoc on their mental state,” she 
said. “Social distancing can greatly impact 
and exacerbate mental health issues. We 
have seen, and are going to continue to see, 
a dramatic rise in depression and anxiety 
among these kids that will carry over long 
after enforced isolation and the pandemic 
are over.”

Attending classes in person could offer a 
layer of protection for students who might 
be experiencing mental health concerns, 
particularly for those who have limited fami-
ly support. “When children are in school, de-

tection occurs because educators and other 
adults may be the first to notice, said psychi-
atrist Dr. Gail Saltz M.D., associate professor 
of psychiatry at the NY Presbyterian Hospi-
tal Weill-Cornell School. 

However, not every child misses attend-
ing school. “There are some kids who find it 
less stressful because they don’t have to deal 
with bullying or peer pressure,” said Saltz.

While Zoom and other social media plat-
forms have filled some of the social voids, 
this form of communication cannot replace 
the benefit of in-person contact. “From the 
first few days of life we begin to bond based 
on social cues, and it is very difficult to read 
tones on a screen,” said Darby Fox, Child & 
Adolescent Family Therapist who sees pa-
tients in Fairfax, Great Falls and Arlington. 
“Social media is very staged and relies on 
external cues. To build a solid sense of self 
we need to teach our adolescents to develop 
their internal strength. This cannot be done 
if they are constantly worried about external 
judgment and acceptance.”

Pandemic safety precautions like the can-
cellation of sports can also stunt a child’s 
emotional growth, says Darby. “The physical 
benefits are undisputed, but mental toll of 
missing sports is underestimated,” she said.  
“Kids count on the sports [not only] for ex-
ercise, but for socialization, discipline and 
even college recruitment.  Many of these 
kids’ entire sense of identity is built around 
who they are as athletes, so there’s a great 
sense of loss for them.”

Balancing the physical health risks of 
COVID-19 with the cost of mental health 
perils is an important part of mitigating 
damage, advises Darby. “Parents need to 
still insist their kids have live social inter-
actions,” she said. “The restrictions have 
relaxed enough that most people are able 
to connect with others while following ap-
propriate protocols. There is no substitute 
for asking a date out live or meeting their 
parents.”

Spending time outdoors on sunny days 
has proven to be therapeutic for Dounis and 
her son. “We eat breakfast there and absorb 
Vitamin D from the sunlight, she said.  “My 
son also became the master barbeque chef. 
We wheel the grill to the front and connect 
loud music and let him cook.” 

Impact of Extended Social  
Isolation on Teens and Tweens

Photo by Marilyn Campbell
Parents should encourage their children to 
have in person social interactions using prop-
er precautions, advises therapist Darby Fox.

Wellbeing
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News

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

T
wo members of the 
Fairfax County Library 
Board of Trustees, Phil 
Rosenthal, Springfield 

District Representative and Darren 
Ewing, Dranesville District Repre-
sentative, made statements during 
the July 29 public meeting of the 
Fairfax County Library Board 
Trustees that caused the public, or-
ganizations, and top County lead-
ers to voice concern. The ensuing 
aftermath continues to unfold 
more than a month following ini-
tial calls for Trustee removal from 
office. 

Emails from the public to the Library Board include 
statements that Rosenthal’s remarks made during  the 
meeting were dangerous. He contradicted Library pol-
icies and disparaged the needs and concerns of the 
community he was appointed to serve. On Aug. 11, 
Chair Fran Millhouser, Fairfax County Library Board 
of Trustees, released “Letter to the Public Regarding 
the July 29 Library Board Meeting from the Library 
Board Chair.” In it, she wrote: “I have received many 
emails voicing public concern for statements made 
during that July meeting. If you have not had a chance 
yet, I invite you to watch the Board meeting in full. I 
do not take your comments lightly and am setting up 
our next meeting, scheduled for Wednesday Sept. 9 at 
7 p.m. via Zoom, to allow for ample time for a presen-
tation and Board discussion.”

AN AUG. 20 LETTER, signed by the twenty-seven 
organizations, faith-based groups and unions of 
NOVA Equity Agenda Coalition catapulted public 
outcry concerning statements to the highest levels in 
Fairfax County government. The Coalition said that 
Rosenthal “made unmistakably racist, homophobic, 
anti-Semitic, and anti-Islamic comments while criti-
cizing the County’s attempts to promote inclusion in 
its library catalog.” The Coalition addressed its letter 
to Chairman Jeffrey McKay, Fairfax County Board 
of Supervisors and Millhouse. The Coalition copied 
all members of the Board of Supervisors and Public 
Library Board of Trustees. It called on both bodies 
“to formally and publicly condemn Mr. Rosenthal’s 
statements.”  

Ewing, an appointee of John W. Foust, Dranesville 
District Supervisor, commented during the meeting. 
He resigned on Aug. 25. Supervisor Foust provided a 
copy of Ewing’s resignation. In it, Ewing wrote: “My 
remarks were not to lend support to Mr. Rosenthal’s 
comments but to examine the idea of more neutral-
ity in the presentation of the library’s collection... I 
have decided to tender my resignation effective im-
mediately. Perhaps my vacancy will help the board in 
developing a more diverse representation to further 
the library’s mission.” 

Supervisor Foust responded in a statement that he 
had known Ewing for many years and many differ-
ent volunteer roles. “He has and continues to provide 
valuable services to our community. That is especially 

true of his many years of service on the Library Board. 
As noted in his resignation statement, he recogniz-
es the value of having a Library Board that is more 
diverse and looks more like the community that it 
serves. As he suggests, I will seek to advance that goal 
when I appoint his replacement.”

Unlike Ewing, recent outrage did not lead Phil 
Rosenthal, an appointee of Pat Herrity, Springfield 
District Supervisor, to resign. The NOVA Equity Agen-
da Coalition said on its Facebook page it was “sicken-
ing to hear Mr. Phillip Rosenthal... make unmistakably 
racist, homophobic, anti-Semitic, and anti-Islamic 
comments while criticizing the County’s attempts to 
promote inclusion in its library catalog...To listen to 
his remarks, skip to the 1:37 mark.” https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=YQvU2CvpGUI

THE COMMENTS led Chairman McKay to post a 
statement on Twitter saying he hoped “Mr. Rosen-
thal resigns.” https://twitter.com/jeffreycmckay/sta-
tus/1298982854693552135?s=12

Rosenthal responded to Chairman McKay’s state-
ment the next day. He said, “I have the utmost re-
spect for Chairman McKay, and I sincerely apologize 
for any disruption that my remarks caused and the 
way they have been interpreted. My intention was 
to address that all sides of the discussion should be 
highlighted at the library and on the library website. 
I am sorry that I offended anyone with my remarks.” 
According to Rosenthal, he planned to meet with Su-
pervisor Herrity’s office sometime during the week 
of Aug. 31. 

Supervisor Herrity issued the following statement: 
“My office has also received feedback supporting our 
appointees’ views. I have always believed that open 
honest discussion gets us to better answers. Interest-
ingly several other trustees agreed there was a need 
for further discussion and possible action to have the 
website present a diversity of opinions. The public li-
brary is one of the most important institutions in our 
democracy. For that reason, it is especially important 
that it offers a balance of viewpoints to remain neutral 
and nonpartisan in representing many ideologies, reli-
gions, ethnicities, and stories. I look forward to seeing 
how the Library Board of Trustees works to more ho-
listically encourage diversity of thought for readers in 
Fairfax County.”

Trustee Rosenthal apologizes for disruption.

Library Board  
Under Scrutiny

Photo by Fairfax County
Trustee Phillip Rosenthal, 
(Springfield District), Fairfax 
County Library Board of Trustees

Photo by Fairfax County
Trustee Darren Ewing (Dranes-
ville District), Fairfax County 
Library Board of Trustees

On Friday, Aug. 28, the Vir-
ginia General Assembly Senate 
and House of Delegates passed 
budget bills supporting safe 
elections during the pandemic. 
These bills are now heading for 
crossover, the next step in the 
Special Session of the Virginia 
legislature.

“The General Assembly is 
working to protect access to the 
ballot box for Virginia voters 
during the health crisis,” says 
Deb Wake, president of League 
of Women Voters of Virginia. 
“Preserving public health and 
our democratic institutions are 
key. Secure drop off locations 
for absentee ballots is a prov-
en, secure method of collecting 
votes.”

“We have taken steps today 
to ensure we protect Virginians’ 
sacred voting rights from inter-
ference,” says Speaker of the 
House Eileen Filler-Corn. “There 
is nothing more vital to our de-
mocracy than the right to vote. 
Virginians deserve to have their 
voices heard this November.”  

“This bill is critically import-
ant to make sure that all cit-
izens who wish to vote have 
the opportunity to do so,” adds 
Virginia Senator Creigh Deeds, 
chair of the Senate Privileges & 
Elections Committee.

“In a time where we must pri-
oritize the public health of our 
citizens, this bill ensures no Vir-

ginian will be forced to choose 
between their well-being and 
the right to vote. I am grateful 
we can provide numerous op-
tions and flexibility for all vot-
ers in our communities,” says 
House bill sponsor Delegate 
Mark Sickles. 

The General Assembly votes 
today advanced the gover-
nor’s plans to let voters safely 
deposit their absentee ballots 
during the COVID-19 health 
crisis. More than 30 states al-
ready permit, or are passing 
measures for, secure drop-off 
ballot collection. These states 
use security measures ranging 
from in-person monitoring by 
election officers to remote sur-
veillance of locked metal drop 
boxes in concrete.

The League of Women Voters 
also supports provisions for pre-
paid return postage on absentee 
ballots and enabling absentee 
voters to correct errors on their 
ballots. These will help ensure 
all voters can make their voices 
heard at the polls.

The League of Women Voters 
of Virginia applauds these im-
portant protections for voters 
and urges the General Assem-
bly to swiftly finalize the bills. 

For more information, visit 
the League of Women Voters 
of Virginia at lwv-va.org and 
on social media @lwvva and @
leagueofwomenvoters.

Assembly Bills to Protect  
Right to Vote

Let Us Know Your View
Connection Newspapers welcomes views on any public issue.

Letters must be signed.  
Include home address and home and business numbers; 

we will only print your name and town name. 
Letters are routinely edited for length, libel, grammar,

good taste, civility and factual errors.

Send letters
Online www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/letter/

By email: editors@connectionnewspapers.com

By mail to: Letters to the Editor The Connection 
1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314

You can comment on our Facebook page or find us on Twitter
www.facebook.com/connectionnewspapers

https://twitter.com/alexgazette
https://twitter.com/mtvernongazette

https://twitter.com/followfairfax
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See Helping, Page 7

An expert is someone  who knows some 
of the worst mistakes that can be made
 in his subject and how to avoid them. 

-Werner Heisenberg

Classified
To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411
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World’s largest provider of
in-home care
Looking for

VA CNA’s/PCA
Home Helper/Companions

PT/FT
Days/nights/evenings/weekends

long or short shifts

Please contact our Recruiter
Amy Reynolds

at (703) 750-6644

Employment

R
iver Bend Bistro offers a 
comfortable restaurant 
experience with simple, 
good food and quality 

wine, all a part of the menu of local 
chef and owner Caroline Ross.

The menu features an array of lo-
cal comfort foods, enticing entrées, 
refreshing salads, and specials that 
are sure to impress. For libations, 
you will find a full bar, beer selec-
tions, and an international wine list 
with wines by the taste, full glass, 
or bottle. You can even purchase 
bottles of wine to go.

Chef Caroline worked and made 
a name for herself in local restau-
rants for more than nine years be-
fore she was awarded a scholarship 
in 1990 from Les Dames d’Escoffi-
er, philanthropic organization of 
women leaders in the fields of food, 
fine beverage and hospitality, to at-
tend the Ecole de Cuisine in Paris, 
France.

After working in many respect-
ed American, French and Italian 
restaurants over the past thirty 
years, Chef Caroline’s menus at Riv-
er Bend Bistro showcase her Amer-
ican comfort food with Mediterra-
nean influences. 

Opened in 2013, River Bend Bis-
tro is owned and operated by Caro-
line and Bill Ross, both having deep 
roots in the Mount Vernon area. 
Caroline went to Fort Hunt High 
School and worked for many local 
restaurants before opening River 
Bend Bistro in the Hollin Hall Shop-
ping Center, 7966 Fort Hunt Road. 
where there is plenty of parking.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, res-
ervations are only accepted for groups of four or less. 
Call 703-347-7545 or visit www.riverbendbistro.com 
to make reservations online. Eat in the charming din-
ing room, enjoy outdoor seating, or order carry-out 
with curbside delivery.

The restaurant receives the highest ratings on Tri-
pAdvisor, Yelp, Facebook and other rating platforms. 
Chef Caroline has also been a consistent winner in 

the George Washington Birthday Celebration Cherry 
Challenge in multiple categories.

River Bend Bistro is the “Restaurant of the Week” 
from Mount Vernon Lee Chamber of Commerce. Restau-
rants are an industry deeply affected by the Covid-19 
pandemic. Support local restaurants and help retain the 
variety of wonderful eateries in our community. 

River Bend Bistro, with Local 
Roots and French Training

Restaurant of the Week

The charming dining room of River Bend Bistro showcases the 
menu of local chef Caroline Ross who owns the restaurant with 
her husband Bill Ross.

River Bend Bistro is open for dining or carry out at 7966 Fort Hunt 
Road. Call 703-347-7545 for reservations or visit www.RiverBend-
Bistro.com

Photos courtesy of Mount Vernon Lee Chamber of Commerce
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Hill Elementary, to tell everyone how they 
would keep the youngest learners engaged 
in a virtual environment. “Tell us the se-
crets,” Brabrand said. “We try to make learn-
ing as fun as possible… Children’s work is 
play. Young children are learning through 
their curiosity, through their experiences, 
through their experimentation…We can 
speak through a screen. There was a fa-
mous teacher who did that his whole career. 
Mr. Rogers did that... He taught virtually 
his whole career, and he was probably one 
of the best teachers that ever  lived, “ said 
Windhausen.

Brabrand introduced his last special guest, 
Michaela Antonio, Churchill Road’s Special 
Education Lead Teacher. She walked every-
one through what a school day might look 
for a special education student.  Students 
meet with their general education class in 

the morning—time to connect with class and 
friends. The middle part of the day would 
be to access core content with their general 
education teacher. Students could be access-
ing the mini-lesson and then going with the 
special education teacher to do IEP work or 
a specialized program. “In each of the grade 
levels there’s going to be that specialized in-
struction block where some students might 
do asynchronous work,” she said. Still, a 
special education teacher or instructional as-
sistant would be working with the student. 
A 30-minute lunch followed and the after-
noon for finishing up content work. “There’s 
going to be at least 10 to 15-minute breaks 
in between,” Antonio said. 

Fairfax County Public Schools wants this 
to be a successful school year... It will be a 
year, unlike any other in Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools, but I’m confident that we will 
continue to communicate with you (and) to 
partner with you,” said Brabrand.

From Page 1

Special Education Online

News

Photo courtesy of FCPS
(From left) Town Hall participants Mike Bloom, Interim Assistant Superintendent of 
Special Services, Dr. Scott Brabrand, Superintendent, Mikaela Antonio, lead special 
education teacher at Churchill Road Elementary School and Ed Windhausen, class 
based preschool special education teacher at Rose Hill Elementary.

Mikaela Antonio, Churchill Road’s 
Special Education Lead Teacher Fairfax 
County Public Schools.

Mike Bloom, Interim Assistant Super-
intendent of Special Services Fairfax 
County Public Schools.

Dr. Scott Brabrand, Superintendent Fair-
fax County Public Schools.

Ed Windhausen, class based preschool 
special education teacher at Rose Hill El-
ementary Fairfax County Public Schools.
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Summer Cleanup...

J.E.S. Services

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

Patios & Drainage

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

If this past week’s test results (EKG, blood pressure 
and lab work) pass muster, then I will join the 
ranks, full time, of the thyroid cancer community. 
At present, the medical plan is to pivot, completely, 
from any lung cancer treatment - which for the past 
18 months has been immunotherapy bi-weekly, and 
focus instead, exclusively, on my stage IV, papillary 
thyroid cancer. If I can go forward, I’ll be taking three 
pills a day, at home. No more visits to the Infusion 
Center and of course, no more infusions. And not 
that I’m paranoid about getting exposed to the 
coronavirus, but less exposure to whatever can be 
transmitted by droplets, door knobs, elevator buttons, 
etc., can’t be a bad thing. The question remains 
however: Is the medication I’ll be receiving likely to 
have a positive effect? As in, will it cure my thyroid 
cancer?

What little I already know is that the type of 
papillary thyroid cancer that I’ve been diagnosed 
with recently - after three biopsies, is unfortunately 
not curable. It is treatable though, just as my previous 
lung cancer diagnosis was described. I like curable 
much better. But, treatable I’ll have to live with, 
hopefully for a long time, as I have for 11 and 1/2 
years with the originally diagnosed stage IV non 
small cell lung cancer. My attitude then, as it will be 
now, is to try and stay alive until the next new drug 
comes along which might actually cure my thyroid 
cancer. The interim goal, different from the ultimate 
goal is stability; turning the incurable disease into 
a chronic disease, like diabetes, for example. And 
though curable is the preferred outcome, for those of 
us with our rear ends in those barcaloungers, stable 
is perfectly acceptable. In fact, for the many years I 
was treated for lung cancer, ‘stable’ became my new 
favorite word. Shrinkage, cure, remission and N.E.D. 
(no evidence of disease) was certainly the ideal. But 
for those of us in the trenches, our reality is often 
very different.

Living, even in those trenches, is the best 
reward, and as cancer patients, you learn that any 
guarantees, presumptions or even entitlements are 
best left outside the examining room’s door. Because 
once inside, reality takes over (as it likewise does late 
at night, as you’re lying in bed contemplating your 
predicament, when it tends to get late, early, if you 
know what I mean?). My friend Sean often jokes by 
asking me if I’m still on the clock (meaning am I still 
terminal-ish). I’m on the clock, alright, as I have been 
since February 27, 2009 when my oncologist first 
told Team Lourie of my “terminal” diagnosis. Cancer 
then, as now, is the dreaded disease. Eventually 
though, the conversation ends and a treatment plan 
is initiated.

Treatment is often predicated on a series of definite 
maybes/”we’ll sees”. Success is measured one lab 
result, one appointment, one scan and one surgery at 
a time. No promises are offered and rarely are other 
patient histories relevant to one’s own circumstances. 
Patients have unique characteristics and it’s never 
quite right to draw parallels. Being a cancer patient 
is the opposite of being on a “Merry Go ‘Round.” It’s 
a “Not Very Merry Doesn’t Go ‘Round” - without the 
music. Moreover, there’s never a brass ring to grab, 
only an intangible thing called hope.

However, hope is a wonderful thing. Though it 
doesn’t necessarily get you across the finish line, 
it does enable you to endure the journey.  You’re 
where you are and where you’re going to be so 
any kind of assistance - mentally or otherwise, is 
greatly appreciated.  In my mind, the only pathway 
is forward. And though the challenges seem endless, 
a proper positive attitude that leaves open the 
possibilities of living life with cancer rather than 
succumbing to it creates a kind of karma that reflects 
off of others and is reabsorbed back into you. It’s this 
positivity loop which makes the unbearable a bit 
more bearable. At least it does for me.

My father used to say: “Every knock is a boost.” 
Imagine what every boost would mean to a cancer 
patient? It’s almost like medicine, but without the 
negative side effects. And who doesn’t need that? Those 
of us diagnosed with two types of cancer, that’s who! 

Don’t knock it if you haven’t tried it.

Not Exactly the 
“Canswer” I Was 

Hoping For
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

9/30/20.

9/30/20.

9/30/20.

9/30/20.

9/30/20.

9/30/20.

9/30/20.

9/30/20.

9/30/20.

9/30/20.
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 9315 Maybrook Pl 
$685,000

OPEN SUNDAY 1-4PM!

CONTRACT

OPEN SUNDAY

OPEN SUNDAY

$699,000


