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I“s'de“ out.. Same Company, Same Employees,
]m ol Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS
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Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

* Electrical (ELE) Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

¢ Gas Fitting (GFC) Since 1999 10% down

¢ Heating Ventilation and Air nothiné,until the job
Conditioning (HVA) is complete for the

ies list
e Plumbing (PLB) past 17 years
¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

= 703-684-7702 s

OB www.techpainting.com

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated

LIVE ON YOUR T e
OWN TERMS
- Adopt

Donate
Volunteer

Volunteers needed for
adoption events,

needs. Our emphasis on togetherness creates a dynamic fostering,

and engaging retirement community that lets you thrive! transportation,

Whether yvou live independently or require more assistance, adoption center

Hermitage Northern Virginia is ready to help vou enjoy a caretaking and more.

Jjourney that you create.

GINIA, a tree-lined senior
g community in the heart of Alexandria, provides

our residents with the tools necessary to live lile on your

own terms. We connect residents, [amilies, and loved ones
through a person-centered approach to senior living,

ensuring support and services are tailored to your individual

HERMITAGE

NORTHERN VIRGINIA

LET'S TALK TODAY TO CONTINUE YOUR JOURNEY!

703 797 3800 | HERMITAGENOVA.ORG | 5000 FAIRBANKS AVENUE | ALEXANDRIA, VA 22311
lostdogandcatrescue.org
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The weather outside was, well, not so bad. The first snow of the season was a mere dusting in most of Arlington.
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Bridges to Independence Finalizes Merger

Unified organization announced at December 19 virtual ribbon-cutting.

ridges to Independence, a Northern
Virginia provider of housing and vi-
tal services for at-risk families and
individuals, today announced the fi-
nalization of its merger with the Bonder and
Amanda Johnson Community Development
Corporation (BAJCDC), a community-based
non-profit with a mission to address the
health, education, financial empowerment
and social service needs of people living in
Arlington’s Green Valley neighborhood.

“We are excited about moving forward
with a strong, unified organization that will
ensure people in Green Valley and through-
out Northern Virginia receive the support
and services they need,” said Bridges’ board

president Patrick King. “As our communities
and families continue to struggle with the
impact of COVID-19, the work of Bridges to
Independence and BAJCDC is more import-
ant than ever.”

The two organizations will unify under
Bridges to Independence to provide youth
education, social service referrals, health
and wellness guidance, and financial edu-
cation — adding to Bridges’ current housing,
employment and youth development port-
folio. Bridges will also maintain operations
at BAJCDC’s Green Valley location on South
Shirlington Road, remaining it to the Bond-
er & Amanda Johnson Community Services
Center. Former BAJCDC Executive Director,

Cecily Whitfield also serves as Bridges’ Chief
Program Officer while maintaining her po-
sition on the Executive Committee of the
Green Valley Civic Association Board.

Whitfield says, “This merger will bring op-
portunities to truly support the Green Valley
community through programs and resources
that can act as a change agent and provide
impactful service delivery to the communi-
ty?

Bridges to Independence provides housing
and other services in Northern Virginia for
homeless women/families and those at risk.
The organization offers a continuum of aid
and support for all family members, helping
them attain stability and move forward into

self-sufficiency, breaking intergenerational
cycles of poverty. As a 501c3 nonprofit orga-
nization, Bridges has been working with and
for homeless families since 1985, formerly
as the Arlington-Alexandria Coalition for the
Homeless.

Established in 1999, the mission of the
Bonder and Amanda Johnson Communi-
ty Development Corporation is to enhance
the economic and social development of its
community.

It is the BAJCDC vision to achieve this
through providing opportunities to ad-
dress community needs through education,
healthy living, financial empowerment and
community involvement.

Arlington Police Implement Body Worn Camera Program

Beginning last Wednesday,
Dec. 16, 2020, Arlington Coun-
ty Police Officers assigned to
the Operations Division will
begin wearing body worn cam-
eras. The plan is to record all
dispatched calls for service,
enforcement contacts and in-
vestigative contacts. The de-
ployment of cameras includes
officers assigned to Patrol, Spe-
cial Operations, Community
Outreach, K-9 and the Emer-
gency Response Team (com-
monly referred to as SWAT).

This technology comple-
ments the existing in-car cam-
era system and interview room

cameras used to document digital
and audio video recordings of law
enforcement activity and interac-
tions. “The Arlington County Po-
lice Department welcomes the use
of body worn camera technology
as an additional tool in our com-
mitment to providing professional
law enforcement services to the
Arlington community,” said Acting
Chief Andy Penn. “We recognize
our community’s trust is earned
each day with every interaction.
I am confident these cameras will
build upon our longstanding his-
tory of community policing by
highlighting the professionalism of
the agency while instilling greater

public confidence as we contin-
ue to hold ourselves accountable
to the highest professional stan-
dards.”

Program Funding

In June, County Manager Mark
Schwartz announced funding for
a Body Worn Camera program for
the Police Department, Sheriff’s
Office, and Fire Marshal’s Office as
part of his proposed FY 2021 Cap-
ital Improvement Plan (CIP). In
July, the County Board approved
the CIP and funding for the pro-
gram. Specifically, the CIP provid-
ed $268,000 for body worn camera
hardware; $244,000 for upgrades

to four County courtrooms to sup-
port the technology; $536,000 for
data storage, software, and main-
tenance; and $755,000 for replac-
ing existing in-car camera systems
to one compatible with body worn
cameras.

In July, Arlington decided to
Fund Body-Worn Camera Program
for Police and the Sheriff’s Office.

Community Engagement

In November, the Police De-
partment, Sheriff’s Office and Fire
Marshals’ Office sought the public’s
input and feedback on draft Digital
Evidence Management System pol-
icies, regulating digital audio and

video recordings captured by
body worn cameras, in-car cam-
eras, and interview room camer-
as. The goal of this engagement
was to create model policies uti-
lizing established best practices
and to continue to strength-
en community relations and
professional standards within
the departments by enhancing
transparency, accountability and
training. All comments were re-
viewed and evaluated for incor-
poration into the policies.
MORE: Read the Police De-
partment’s Final Digital Evi-
dence Management System Pol-

icy.
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CHILDREN AND STUDENT CONNECTION
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Shrevewood Elementary School
Alisha Soeun Yoon
Title: Fall Family Portrait

2nd grade
Shrevewood ES

Name: Samantha Sutton

Grade: 3rd
COVID - 1 9 Tirtaile:e Dflde from Israel

As a drop of red pigmenF . (Cultural Identity Drawing)
Turns a bucket of water into a red river Art Instructor: Mrs. Chinn

A single case of COVID-19

Turns the whole world upside down
Like a bird trapped in a cage

Like a hamster running on a wheel
We feel hopeless and lonely

We talk to ourselves in the mirror
We wear mask to hide our fears

We scream silently for help

But

There is a light at the end of the tunnel
Peace and calm are waiting for us
Let’s pray and hope

Changing tears into laughters

No matter what happens

We will find our way

We will survive

Ina Chung, 17, is a junior at Bishop O’Connell High School in Arlington. Ina
is a resident of McLean. Her English teacher is Mr. Prince.

When the Winter Is Over

Out of breath and in constant pain

Alone in the room, wallowing in fear

Tears shed, making up a stream of despair

While racial injustice is raging again

An empty feeling roams the world

People fear not everything will be repaired

Jobs are gone and shops are closed; it’s too hard to bear

But even rainy days pass, and bright ones appear

The right and fair will show its presence

These are the times when we have to be willing

To see the world in brighter ways, to gaze upon what’s not so appealing
To search not for the cause, but rather the effect

Because after winter, a blossom will pop

More and more will follow, as the bundle dyes our future in vivid colors

By SEONGHUI JU

Robert Clayburn
2nd grade
Title of Artwork: “Me and My Friend”

By Seonghui Ju

11 years old

Falls Church, VA.

6th grader at Haycock Elementary in Falls Church
homeroom teacher, Mrs. Kelly Arditti

English teacher, Mrs. Jill Shull.
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Merry Christmas

“Truly I tell you, whatever you did for one of the least
of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”

he pages of the Connec-

tion (including the Alex-

andria Gazette Packet,

the Mount Vernon Ga-
zette, the Potomac Almanac and
the Centre View) are usually full
of holiday spirit, beginning before
Thanksgiving. While in this, the
year of COVID, the
year 2020, a year
like no other, the
holidays have been
muted in so many ways. Still we
have celebrated help for the needy
whose numbers have expanded
with the pandemic; collecting toys
and warm coats for children who
might not otherwise receive them;
holiday celebrations, concerts and
performances via Zoom; socially
distanced Santa, tree lightings;
stories of giving; the Virtual Nut-
cracker; and more.

And still, Christmas is about the
birth of Jesus Christ. Whether you
believe the Christmas story literal-
ly or in spirit, you know it is the
story of joy, hope and love, with
the promise of redemption. In
this holiday of 2020, like no oth-
er as we keep saying, we need the
Christmas story in whatever way
we can access it.

Christmas is also about embrac-

EDITORIAL

ing the teachings of Jesus: to love
thy neighbor as thyself; to help
the needy; to feed the hungry and
clothe the poor; to care for those
who are sick; to invite and wel-
come strangers; to treat others as
you would have them treat you.
These teachings have deep mean-
ing and consequence for us right
now.

Matthew 7:12:

“So in everything, do to
others what you would have
them do to you.”

Matthew 25:35-40:

“For I was hungry and you
gave me something to eat, I
was thirsty and you gave me
something to drink, I was a
stranger and you invited me
in, I needed clothes and you
clothed me, I was sick and
you looked after me, I was in pris-
on and you came to visit me.’

“Then the righteous will answer
him, ‘Lord, when did we see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty
and give you something to drink?
When did we see you a strang-
er and invite you in, or needing
clothes and clothe you? When did
we see you sick or in prison and go

to visit you?’

“Truly I tell you, whatever you
did for one of the least of these
brothers and sisters of mine, you
did for me.”

SO SHARE the verse relating the
birth of Jesus from the Bible, Luke
2:4-19:

Whether you embrace
the Christmas story
literally or in spirit,

it is the story of joy,
hope and love, with the
promise of redemption.

“And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Naza-
reth, into Judaea, unto the city of
David, which is called Bethlehem;
(because he was of the house and
lineage of David.) To be taxed
with Mary his espoused wife, be-
ing great with child. And so it
was, that, while they were there,
the days were accomplished that

she should be delivered. And she
brought forth her firstborn son,
and wrapped him in swaddling
clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for
them in the inn.

“And there were in the same
country, shepherds abiding in the
field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. And, lo, the
angel of the Lord came upon
them, and the glory of the
Lord shone round about
them: and they were sore
afraid. And the angel said
unto them, Fear not: for, be-
hold, I bring you good tidings
of great joy, which shall be to
all people.

“For unto you is born this
day in the city of David, a
Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord. And this shall be a
sign unto you; Ye shall find
the babe wrapped in swaddling
clothes, lying in a manger.

“And suddenly there was with
the angel a multitude of the heav-
enly host praising God, and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and
on earth peace, good will toward
men.”

— MARY KimMm
MKIMM@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

CALENDAR

NOW THRU JAN. 3

Ice & Lights: The Winter Village
at Cameron Run. At Camer-
on Run Regional Park, 4001
Eisenhower Ave., Alexandria.
Opens nightly 5 to 10 p.m. Ice
and Lights: The Winter Village
at Cameron Run will return
this year, featuring an ice rink,
more than a dozen holiday light
displays perfect for Instagram-
ming, retail area, food, music
and more. The Ice and Lights
Village is a short drive from Old
Town. Masks are required in
all areas of Ice & Lights except
when eating or drinking in the
concession areas. Admission:
$8.16 for general admission to
Village; $20.68 for admission
with skating; starting January
9, 2021, $12.19 for skating.
Visit novaparks.com/events/
ice-lights

NOW THRU DEC. 31

Christmas at Mount Vernon. From
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. At George
Washington’s Mount Vernon,
3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Hwy., Mount Vernon. Visit
Mount Vernon this winter to
participate in holiday activities
and meet special guest Aladdin
the camel. Learn about camels
and George Washington’s inter-

est in exotic animals during Camel
Talks, offered Friday through
Sunday beginning on November
27. Specialty tours give guests a
deeper look into the holidays at
Mount Vernon. During the tour
“Mrs. Washington’s Mount Vernon,”
hear Martha Washington discuss
the day-to-day planning needed for
a busy holiday season. The “Hol-
iday Dinner for the Washingtons”
tour shares how food was grown,
preserved and served during the
holidays. Mount Vernon is open
365 days a year, including on
Christmas Day. Admission: $23 for
adults; $12 for youth (ages 6-11);
free for children age 5 and below;
extra cost for some activities. Visit
mountvernon.org/christmas

NOW THRU THE HOLIDAYS

Art on the Avenue. The 25th Annual
Art on the Avenue festival will
move to a virtual format for 2020,
running through the holidays.
Over 150 artists will be featured,
offering handmade items in a
wide range of mediums, including
wheel-thrown vases and bowls,
tiles, sculpture, tote bags and purs-
es, drawings and pastels, knitted
and crocheted hats and gloves,
woven scarves and shawls, gour-
met food, fused and blown glass,
jewelry, paintings, photography,

and much more. Traditionally held
each fall on Mount Vernon Avenue,
Art on the Avenue is a multicultur-
al arts festival that strives to reflect
the vibrant mix of the Del Ray
community through the artists and
their work, and draws an estimat-
ed 75,000 visitors each year. Visit
www.artontheavenue.org.

NOW THRU DEC. 31

Small Works Show. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
At Gallery Underground, 2100
Crystal Drive, Arlington. “Small
Works, Great Joy!” an all-member,
all-media show of compelling
small-scale works by our artists,
priced affordably for holiday shop-
ping. Visit the website: https://
galleryunderground.org/

NOW THRU JAN. 30

Winter Wonderland. At King &
Rye’s courtyard (480 King Street,
Alexandria) is transforming into
a Winter Wonderland. In addition
to general courtyard seating with
heat lamps and holiday décor, new
this year, book an igloo for private
dining for up to eight guests. This
is ideal for social distancing as you
are only in the space with your
party, and the area is sanitized be-
tween parties. The igloos will each
have heaters as well as the option
to play your own music via a Blue-

tooth speaker. The igloos will
be reservation required with

a $50 rental and $100 food
and beverage minimum. The
rental will include a hot cocoa
and cookie bar. For food and
beverage, enjoy a tapas style
menu with a southern twist
and, of course, festive cocktails.
Reservations can be booked
online or via info@kingandrye.
com, available as of December
2, 2020. Visit kingandrye.com/
event/winter-wonderland

NOW THRU JAN. 6

Winter Solstice Revels. 7-9 p.m.
Online. Kindle the spirit of the
season and comfort of “hearth
and home” with Washington
Revels and the virtual 2020
Winter Solstice Revels. This
live participatory holiday event
is fun for all ages, with carol
singalongs, virtual performanc-
es, and more. Cost is $35.
Visit the website: https://bit.ly/
solstice-revels

THURSDAY/DEC. 31

Torpedo Factory Art Center’s Virtu-
al Olde Year’s Day. Welcome
2021 from the comfort of your
home with our art videos and
projects to create and share.
Visit torpedofactory.org.

het.
Artlington
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Announcements Announcements

VIRGINIA

REDISTRICTING

2020 VIRGINIA
REDISTRICTING COMMISSION

Virginia has voted to have a redistricting
commission and you can be part of it!

If you are interested in becoming a
citizen commissioner go to our website
for more information.

Accepting applications
November 30th through December 28th

Apply Today

https://redistricting.dls.virginia.gov/

Announcements Announcements
Walk-In Tubs

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

v EXPERIENCE YOU CAN TRUST!
Only American Standard has OVER
140 years of experience and offers
the Liberation Walk-In Bathtub.

v SUPERIOR DESIGN!
Ultra low easy entry and exit design,
wide door, built-in safety bar and
textured floor provides a safer bathing
experience.

+ PATENTED QUICK-DRAIN®
TECHNOLOGY

v LIFETIME WARRANTY!
The ONLY Lifetime Warranty on the
bath AND installation, INCLUDING
labor backed by American Standard.
+'44 HYDROTHERAPY JETS!
More than any other tub we've seen.

! FREE!
S Savings Include an
= American Standard
Right Height Toilet

Lifetime Warranty!
Finance Options Available’

FREE! ($500 Value)

= MADE w

g =08k
& B2
B3

A+ RATED

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

877-691-5591

Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/vapa

GENERAC
]

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

844-947-1479
7-Year Extended Warranty*

F RE A $695 Value!

Offer valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

Special Financing Available

Subject to Credit Approval *Terms & Conditions Apply

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

GUTTER
PROTECTION

g A COMPANY OF
:,'Ifmll[ mLHs.

1 5 % % %
OFF OFF OFF

YOUR ENTIRE SENIOR & MILITARY TO THE FIRST
PURCHASE* DISCOUNTS 50 CALLERS!™

Promo Number: 285

Q Krree estivate (1-877-614-6667

*For those who qualify. One coupon per b
timate cnly. CSLE# 1035795 DOPL #1078
99338 License# 1283448 License# 218294 e# 2102212986 Licen: 2106212946 Li-
censed# 27051321534 Licenses# LEAFFNWE22)Z Licensedt WAD56912 License# WC-299038.H17 Nassau HIC License#
HO10G7000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HIC0649905 Registration# C127229  Registration# C127230 Reg-
istration# 366920918 Registration# PCAATS  Registration# [R731804 Regstrationd 13VHO%353900  Registration#
PADBY3E3 Suffolk HIC Licensedt 52229-H

An expert is someone who knows some
of the worst mistakes that can be made
in his subject and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

Feeling Stressed
about COVID?

Virginia C.O.P.E.S. Warmline

877-349-MHAV (6428)

Monday - Friday 9am - 9pm
Saturday - Sunday 5pm - 9pm

OPEN TO ALL VIRGINIANS | YOU ARE NOT ALONE

Compassionate Opthmistic Person-Centered Empowering Support

Legals

ABC LICENSE
Tacos El Cristal LLC trading as Tacom-
bi, 1550 Crystal Drive, Suite E, Arlington
County, Arlington, Virginia 22202. The above
establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine and Beer on and
off Premises/Mixed Beverage Restaurant
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic bever-
ages. Dieter Wiechmann, Member authorizing
advertisement. NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license must be submitted to
ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required newspaper
legal notices. Objections should be registered
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

CALENDAR

1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 910
1112 13 14 15 16 17
18 19 20 21 22/ 23 24
25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Let us know
about an
upcoming event

connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar

Be a part of our:

Wellbeing pages, the first
week of every month.

Delight in our HomeLifeStyle
sections, the second week
of every month. Peek at the
top real estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top remodeling
projects, get practical
suggestions for your home.

Celebrate students, camps,
schools, enrichment
programs, colleges and
more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning,

Fun pages, the third week
of every month.

Senior Living, fourth week
of every month.

Questions?
E-mail sales@connection
Newspapers.com or
call 703-778-9431

THE

NEWSPAPERS
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Getting the word out.

It'll be an Ollie Jolly Christmas
For this Arlington Family

By JoAN BRrRADY
ARLINGTON CONNECTION

ver the cat venturing out for her daily ad-

venture. But hours later, Oliver or Ollie,
as she is fondly called, had not returned.

Ollie and her brother Dodger enjoy ex-
ploring their Arlington neighborhood, but
generally don’t go out of earshot. So when
Ollie didn’t come when called on Saturday,
December 12th, Emily Carmichael was wor-
ried. Oliver and Dodger are very close and
as the hours passed, he seemed worried too.

If an outdoor cat doesn’t come home, that
generally means something has disrupted
their normal routine. Carmichael feared that
Ollie might have gotten accidently trapped
in someone’s garage. Or, as Ollie doesn’t like
to wear a collar, perhaps some well-meaning
stranger had noticed her and thought she
was homeless. “She absolutely loves people,
loves attention, and is so trusting she will
approach strangers on the street,” says Car-
michael.

Hoping to find her beloved ginger feline,
Carmichael sprang into action; posting on
Nextdoor, in multiple Facebook groups, on
Craigslist and several lost and found pet net-
works. In addition, she posted flyers around
her neighborhood. At the time, “[her] sin-
cere hope is that all of our neighbors will
carefully check their garages, sheds, or any
other enclosed spaces where a cat might be
hiding. Doing so might save her life and my
little family’s Christmas.”

On Dec. 17, six long days later and eight
hours after putting a big sign across her
fence, there was a knock at Carmichael’s
door. A family had apparently found Ollie in
the street and didn’t realize she had a family
until they saw Carmichael’s fence sign.

Carmichael says from now on, Ollie must
learn to tolerate a collar. And she hopes that

I t started as a totally normal day with Oli-

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Carmichael and Ollie, reunited Web Main
Image.

more people who find an animal will report
it. “Even one phone call or one email to a
shelter,” she says, “can dramatically speed
up a reunion, and relieve a family’s worry.”

As for Oliver’s reaction to all the fuss, Car-
michael says, “She very clearly enjoyed her
vacation.”

This week’s fun fact: Did you know that
80% of ginger cats are male?

If you are interested in adding a cat, dog
or small animal pet to your household, here
are a few local rescue organizations who
may be able to help you find your perfect
match:

Animal Welfare League of Alexandria

Animal Welfare League of Arlington

Homeward Trails

Lost Dog and Cat Rescue Foundation

PetConnect Rescue

Wolf Trap Animal Rescue

ArPets is a weekly feature for highlighting the
well-loved pets of Arlington as well as animals
who are available for adoption. If you or your
dog, cat, iguana, bunny, rat or any other pet,
has an interesting pet story to tell, send email to:
joan@joanbradyphotography.com.

Joan is an award-winning Connection News-
papers columnist and local photographer special-
izing in pets, children and families and contem-
porary business portraits.
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FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

K& D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessed Lighting

Ceiling Fans

Phone/CATV

Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades

Hot Tubs, etc...

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

- Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured. .
] Summer Cleanup... -

Tree removal, topping & pruning, -

shrubbery trimming, mulching, =
leaf removal, planting, hauling, "=
gutter cleaning, retaining walls, =5
drainage problems, efe.

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

lektrkman28@gmail.com

L

= 25 years of experience — Free estimates
= 703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

o

Patios & Drainage

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

¢ Planting & Landscaping Design

¢ Drainage & Water Problems

¢ Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New

¢ Patios and Walks ® Masonry Work or Dry Laid
¢ Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
* Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

Sign up for

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers

Trip, and
Hopefully
Not a Fall

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Having recently returned from a driving
sojourn through the south with stops and stays
in North Carolina, South Carolina and Florida
visiting four sets of friends in those three states, |
can say with certainty that wearing masks, social
distancing and common sense consideration for
your fellow citizen were not nearly so accepted
as we had hoped. Though we didn’t exactly min-
gle with the masses, we were, nonetheless, in
unchartered territory. As such, my wife and I will
be getting covid tests after a week or so of being
at home. Though still symptom free, it seems
prudent under the very unique circumstances in
which the world finds itself that we not wait too
much longer. Time is very likely of the essence.

As a precaution - and courtesy to our south-
ern hosts, we both got tested before our trip and
with negative results, off we drove with one less
concern. Now we could say with certainty that
we had acted respectfully and with other peo-
ple’s prospective health in mind. Nevertheless,
it was hardly a guarantee that we would remain
covid free. After all, it was only a test. It was not
an inoculation. Speaking of which, as a cancer
patient with a compromised immune system, |
imagine I'm likely to get my two shots sooner
rather than later. But what about my wife, Dina.
She raised an interesting question. Though she’s
not in any of the categories of early shot recipi-
ents, she is however living with someone who is:
me. Moreover, | don’t suppose it would be to my
advantage living in the same household/sleep-
ing in the same bed/caring for a covid-positive
person: my wife, even after receiving my shot.
Data for that situation likely doesn’t exist yet. |
don’t imagine it's akin to playing with fire - for
me, more likely like playing with embers. Still,
there seems to exista risk, perhaps one that’s
been considered in the hierarchy/schedule of
“inoculees.” In summary, will family members
of high-risk covid 19 recipients receive their
vaccinations earlier on in the schedule than they
might otherwise have been eligible? Or is the de-
mand too great, given the worldwide pandemic,
which I imagine it is.

If the plan is to minimize the risk for those
most at risk, how do you accomplish that while
leaving those closest (literally and figuratively)
to them unprotected? I'm not asking for special
treatment or dispensation from the Pope (has he
gotten his shot?), I'm just wondering. Granted,
there’s not an unlimited supply - on or off the
shelves, of vaccines, but there does seem to be
nearly unlimited numbers of people who need
to be vaccinated to accomplish a sort of world-
wide herd-type immunity. That being said, if
other people living in the home of an individual
qualified/fortunate to receive a shot or two, are
not inoculated as well, will it in fact enable the
virus to move on, so to speak and find some
other host susceptible enough to keep the virus
straining? Will the proximity of other non-inocu-
lated people defeat the purpose of getting the tier
ones and twos inoculated? (I sound like Carrie
Bradshaw (Sarah Jessica Parker) from “Sex and
the Clty” sounding out one of her columns.)

I don’t mean to be paranoid; I'm just won-
dering/theorizing if my fear is at all founded in
reality or am | just cruising for a verbal bruising?
I’'m also curious if there’s any discretion in the
recipient process. Presumably, there are lots of
circumstances/patients like me where the cancer
patients” health and welfare - to varying degrees,
are dependent on the health of people (family,
friends or caregivers) entrusted to care for them.
Giving the vaccine to the patient but denying
it for the people responsible for their wellbeing
seems counterproductive - or short sighted. |
may very well be inoculated against covid in the
not too distant future, but if | don’t receive the
care and feeding | need, | may survive covid but
still die from my underlying disease: cancer. |
understand there’s no perfect solution at present.
But it’s the future I'm worried about.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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SPECIAL SAVINGS
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INCLUDES ROAD HAZARD PROTECTION, TIRE
WARRANTY, AND FREE COURTESY INSPECTION.
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NO
CHARGE

INITIAL DIAGNOSIS
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| OF REPAIR COSTS.

PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SAFETY FIRST ALWAYS!
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INCLUDES: Inspect suspension, ball joints, struts @ BG VITAL FLUID SERVICE

& shocks, tire condition and set tire pressure, NEW HOURS SPECIAL! .ﬂ 00 /O @mﬁ YOUR FIRST SERVICE
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Includes: Genuine Toyota oil filter, up to 5 qts of conventional oil’,
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Incudes: 84 month warranty, 24 month free replacement,
24 month free roadside assistance.
Does not apply to hybrid batteries.
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CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT AT 703-684-0710 OR SCHEDULE ONLINE AT ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM
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