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NEWS

Suffragist Memorial
Construction Makes
Progress

By SusaN LAUME
THE CONNECTION

hose visiting Occoquan

Regional Park, Lorton,

can see progress to-

ward completion of the
Turning Point Suffragist Memo-
rial. Replica White House gates,
statuary, pavement and the main
sign marker are now visible upon
reaching the area opposite the
park’s main event building. When
completed, tentatively this Spring,
the memorial, with statuary and
garden, will honor suffragists and
their success in gaining women’s
right to vote in 1917.

The peaceful actions of those
women stand in stark contrast to
the unsuccessful violent actions of
those who sought to disrupt the
certification of votes of the Elector-
al College at the Capital last week.
Says Patricia Wirth, Executive Di-

rector/CEO of the Turning Point
Memorial Association, “Suffragists
engaged in peaceful demonstra-
tions, and never perpetrated vio-
lence, although they did have vi-
olence perpetrated against them.”
They were often referred to as “si-
lent sentinels” for their peaceful,
quiet demonstrations in the capital
city. The Memorial site stands near
where several suffragists were
jailed and force fed after their ar-
rest for holding banners containing
messages promoting voting rights
on the sidewalk outside the White
House.

Citizens reacted negatively after
hearing of the poor treatment of
suffragists in the Lorton jail, a re-
action which helped the suffragist
cause.

For donations, and more me-
morial and historical information,
readers are directed to www.suf-
fragistmemorial.org.
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Site of the Turning Point Suffraglst Memorial under construction with expected completlon
in Spring 2021.

PHOTOS BY SL_J-SAN LAUME/THE CONNECTION
Replicas of the White House gates and fence form the entrance to the Turning Point Suf-
fragist Memorial.

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

* Electrical (ELE) Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

e Gas _Fitting ((_iFC_) _ Since 1999 10% down
* Heating Ventilation and Air nothing until the job

Conditioning (HVA) Ast is complete for the
* Plumbing (PLB) SUPER SERVICE past 17 years

AWARD
¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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graffiti.

Mike Toth working with his multispectral imaging system in Historic Blenheim’s parlor.

‘Using 21st-Century Technology
on a 19th-Century House’

Uncovering Civil War

graffiti at Fairfax’s
Historic Blenheim.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

t Fairfax City’s Historic Blenheim,

technology is meeting history, and

Mike Toth is the modern-day ar-

chaeologist making it happen. But
he’s not using a pick and shovel - his tools
are a camera, a variety of lights and a com-
puter.

Built in 1859, the brick farmhouse con-
tains messages and drawings done by Union
soldiers during the Civil War. And by using a
technique called multispectral imaging, Toth
is literally bringing these images to light so
they may be viewed and preserved.

He’s president of Oakton-based R.B. Toth
Associates, which uses advanced, digital
technology to support cultural-heritage con-
servation throughout the globe. Yet he dis-
covered something that amazed even him,
without going far.

“I normally travel 50,000-100,000 miles/
year, around the world,” said Toth. ‘And here
— 5 miles from my home - is probably the
most unique, historic site I've ever worked
in. It’s because of the variety, in that every
surface and portion of a surface of a wall
is different. And the writing is in charcoal,
graphite and sepia-colored waxy crayon.”

His work there is funded by a nearly
$20,000 grant Blenheim received from the
National Park Service’s National Center for
Preservation, Technology and Training. Only
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

11 projects in nine states were selected for
this grant.

Blenheim’s one-year project is building on
research Toth began there last year. And ul-
timately, Blenheim will be a model for the
application of digital, noninvasive methods
of revealing and preserving historic infor-
mation on walls already affected by various
environmental and manmade events.

ALSO INVOLVED is Historic Blenheim’s
site manager, Andrea Loewenwarter, Fair-
fax City’s historic resources specialist. Since
1998, she’s led the deciphering, research
and interpretation of Blenheim’s graffiti.

“The Scott family was the last descen-
dant of the Willcoxon family, which built the
house,” said Loewenwarter. “Barbara and
Bill Scott lived here from 1962 until their
deaths in 1987, and their descendants lived
here until 1997.” The City took ownership of
the house in 1999.

PHOTO COURTESY F MIKE TOTH
One of Mike Toth’s multispectral images shows graffiti on the wall at the bottom of
the stairs.

“The graffiti was always visible in the at-
tic,” said Loewenwarter. “Then in 2002, the
City found a 1964 entry in Barbara’s diary.
It was about her retracing an image she
thought was a drawing of [Confederate com-
mander John] Mosby. It wasn’t, but it made
us wonder what else was on the walls.”

So in 2006, the City hired a wallpaper
conservator to remove the wallpaper from
the first and second floors. Another special-
ist removed several layers of paint from the
walls to get to the graffiti underneath.

“So all these things are challenges for
Mike because there are so many different
materials on the wall that affect how visible
the graffiti is and the results he gets with his
light,” said Loewenwarter. “This is huge for
us because we're a small city, so it’'s wonder-
ful to have this grant to further our research
and understanding of this site.”

So what is multispectral imaging? “The
human eye sees a visible, color spectrum

03 g4 :
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Andrea Loewenwarter points out some of the patriotic Civil War

e

BON[EHOBBS/THE CONNECTION
A saddened soldier wrote, “4th Month:
No money, no whiskey, no friends, no
rations, no peas, no beans, no pants, no
patriotism.”

— the colors of the rainbow — but we can’t
see the ultraviolet and infrared lights,” ex-
plained Toth. “So here, we’re breaking up
the spectrum into narrow wavelengths of
light to capture a photo of each wavelength.
Then each wavelength — especially the ultra-
violet and infrared ones — gives us informa-
tion about what the camera’s seeing.”

In essence, Toth uses his specialized cam-
era to take photos with different colors of
light — and at different levels of brightness
— to reveal what the naked eye can’t see. For
example, he said, “Carbon inks respond best
to infrared light.” And he controls the lights
and camera via his computer.

His system comprises a 100-megapix-
el, black-and-white camera; two LED light
panels — each emitting 16 different wave-
lengths; a filter wheel for fluorescent shots;
plus computer software that integrates all
these elements and drives the system.

“We’re also learning how the walls were
preserved in the past,” said Loewenwarter.
‘And we’re ascertaining from the images
what conservation methods are best to use
in the future. We want to preserve the walls’
integrity and prevent deterioration.”

She then pointed out some of the visible
graffiti. “In modern-day England, there are

SEE BLENHEIM, PAGE 7
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Northam: ‘Time to Legalize Marijuana’}
Virginia looking to be the first state in

the south with legalized marijuana.

By MIKE SALMON
THE CONNECTION

egalizing marijuana

around the country has

moved forward in recent

years, and Virginia could
be on the agenda this month as the
General Assembly gathers in Rich-
mond to kick off 2021.

Governor  Ralph  Northam
opened the discussion in Novem-
ber. “It’s time to legalize marijuana
in Virginia,” said Northam. “Our
Commonwealth has an oppor-
tunity to be the first state in the
South to take this step, and we will
lead with a focus on equity, public
health, and public safety. I look for-
ward to working with the General
Assembly to get this right,” he said.

It’s not just to catch a buzz ei-
ther, according to the governor’s
office. There are many advantages
to adult-use legalization, including
addressing social and racial equity
and creating economic develop-
ment opportunities for historically

o

disadvantaged Virginians, agri-
business industries, and localities.
In addition, the tax revenues can
benefit both localities and the en-
tire state while providing funding
to support the establishment of a
comprehensive program, educa-
tion, and public health campaigns,
along with addressing inequities
that exist due to the criminaliza-
tion of marijuana.

‘According to a report issued [in
November] by the Joint Legisla-
tive Audit and Review Commission
(JLARC) that I chair, over the past
decade law enforcement in Virgin-
ia has made between 20,000 and
30,000 marijuana-related arrests,”
said Del. Ken Plum. “Though Black
and white Virginians use marijua-
na at about the same rate, JLARC
found Black Virginians are 3.5
times as likely to be arrested and
convicted. JLARC also found that it
would take two years and between
$8 million and $20 million to set
up a commercial marijuana market
in Virginia and that it could ulti-

Remodelmg Your Kitchen?
ake.sure it's Nicely Done!
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mately generate $300
million in annual sales
tax revenue.”

WASHINGTON STATE,
a state similar in size to Virginia,
netted nearly $400 million in tax
revenues from legal marijuana in
2019, said State Sen. Adam Ebb-
in. “Equitable reform demands
appropriate safety regulations,
support for disparately-impacted
communities, and a structure for
taxation,” Ebbin said in a recent
column. “Legal cannabis should
support Virginia’s small business-
es, not simply pad the pockets of
massive corporations. Small, Wom-
en-owned, and Minority-owned
(SWaM) businesses can play a crit-
ical role in the entire supply chain
including farming, processing, and
brick and mortar sales.”

Included with Northam’s plan to
legalize adult-use marijuana were
five principles he will address, he
said. These include: Social equity,
racial equity, and economic equi-
ty; Public health; Protections for
young people; Upholding the Vir-
ginia Indoor Clean Air Act; Data
collection.

The ACLU of Virginia advocates

all (703) 764-3748 or stop by our showroom for a free desigini

o —

NICEL DQNE
ltchens and Baths

4 Burke Lake
eld, VA 22151

for legalization, with specific key
concerns. “Lawmakers must re-
move all penalties for marijuana
possession and automatically ex-
punge conviction records for all
crimes that no longer are illegal. ...
People younger than age 18 should
not be considered delinquent —
and legalization should not con-
tinue to fuel the school-to-prison

Rd.

2021

PHOTO CONTRBUTED
Virginia NORMLs Tamara Netzel, is the first customer at the
recently-opened Columbia Care Portsmouth, for medically
distributed cannabis.

pipeline, leading to another gener-
ation of Black and brown kids and
young adults being criminalized.”
Northam put together a task
force on legalizing marijuana, con-
sisting of representatives from the
Virginia State Police, the Attorney
General’s office, and NORML, the

SEE MARIJUANA, PAGE 5

CoNNECTION

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

@BurkeConnection

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered to
homes and businesses.
Published by
Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to
connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
south@connectionnewspapers.com

Kemal Kurspahic
Editor < 703-778-9414
kemal@connectionnewspapers.com

Bonnie Hobbs
Community Reporter, 703-778-9415
bhobbs@connectionnewspapers.com

Mercia Hobson
Community Reporter
mhobson@connectionnewspapers.com

Mike Salmon
Contributing Writer
msalmon@connectionnewspapers.com

Ken Moore
Contributing Writer
kmoore@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information

sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



NEWS

Marijuana Legalization is a
Goal of the Governor

From PAGE 4

National Organization for the Re-
form of Marijuana Laws, among
others. One focus of the task force
was a look at the way other states
that have dealt with it. This includ-
ed Colorado, California, Oregon,
Washington, and Massachusetts.
The task force had a “robust dis-
cussion with experts from these
states in the Marijuana Legaliza-
tion Work Group,” said Bradley Co-
penhaver, the Virginia Deputy Sec-
retary of Agriculture and Forestry.

The task force put together a
482-page report, “Impact on the
Commonwealth of Legalizing the
Sale and Personal Use of Marijua-
na,” dated Nov. 30, 2020. One of
the things this report addressed
was concerns about preventing ac-
cess by the underage crowd. This
includes limiting the “proximity of
marijuana retailers to schools and
other youth-focused places and
minimize marketing to youth,” the
report said. This includes reducing
the appeal of packaging “and that
advertisements must be a certain
distance (e.g. 1,000 feet) from
schools and community centers,”
it states.

NORML is monitoring Virginia’s
step forward in this process. They
look at the support from Gover-
nor Northam, State Attorney Mark
Herring and House Majority Lead-
er Charniele Herring. Jenn Mi-
chelle Pedini, the Virginia NORML
Executive Director, released rec-
ommendations to lawmakers last
month on how Virginia should go
about legalizing adult use mari-
juana. Among their recommen-
dations, NORML said tax revenue
on adult-use cannabis in Virginia
could yield $300 million annual-
ly and create 11,000 jobs by year
five.

PHéTO'CONTRIBUTED
This marijuana retail store in
Seattle, Washington is an ex-
ample of a possible retail outlet
that could be coming to Virginia
(Source-Lux Pot Shop Ballard).

TO ADDRESS social equity, Vir-
ginia could use some tax revenue
to support reinvestment programs
for communities most impacted
by the drug war. Legislators could
also prevent vertical integration
and provide loans for small busi-
nesses, NORML said.

On the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors, there has been a
mixed bag of support for this ef-
fort. In the Braddock District, Su-
pervisor James Walkinshaw (D)
has been for legalization, looking
at the number of arrests as an
equality issue. “As Chairman of the
Board of Supervisors’ Legislative
Committee, I advocated in Rich-
mond for our Board’s support of
cannabis decriminalization. Per-
sonally, I have always supported
legalization. Arrests for simple
possession of marijuana are one of
the most significant drivers of the
disproportionality of arrests here
and across the nation. The data is
quite clear that white Americans
and Black Americans use marijua-
na at similar rates, but Black Amer-
icans are much more likely to be
arrested for doing so. Marijuana
prohibition laws have cost Ameri-

can taxpayers untold billions and
devastated millions of families. It’s
a failed policy that should end,”
Walkinshaw said.

In Mount Vernon, Supervisor
Dan Storck “has been generally
supportive of legalization,” for a
long time, he said.

According to Springfield Dis-
trict supervisor Pat Herrity (R),
there are more important issues
facing county residents. He looks
at Virginia’s pandemic response
numbers on John Hopkins Track-
ing list, for the number of vaccines
administered in Virginia. “Virginia
is ranked 46th in the nation for ad-
ministering the vaccine and 42nd
in testing. ... Fairfax County resi-
dents need the Governor and Gen-
eral Assembly to focus on those
critical efforts right now instead of
political agendas,” he said.

George Mason University stu-
dent Maritza Martinez thinks it’s
a great idea, calling it a “step for-
ward,” she said. “Weed isn’t that
big of a deal,” she said.

Although it’s not alcohol, being
under the influence of marijuana
could impact driving skills, but
“MADD doesn’t have a position on
legalization,” said Cristi Cousins,
M.Ed, MADD State Program Spe-
cialist.

Copenhaver said It could take
18-24 months after legislation
is passed for retail sales of adult-
use marijuana to take place. The
Governor’s legislation will include
considerations for density caps and
local decision-making with regard
to the allowance of retail marijua-
na locations.

For more, see:

www.governor.virginia.gov/
virginia-marijuana-legaliza-
tion-work-group/

http://jlarc.virginia.gov/land-
ing-2020-marijuana-legalization.asp
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Visit our Website: jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
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Virginia Department
of Transportation

PUBLIC NOTICE

Section 4(f) de minimis Impact
Towers Park

Route 29 Northbound Bicycle and
Pedestrian Improvements

Fairfax County

Pursuant to the requirements of 23 CFR 774.5,

notice is hereby given that the Virginia Department of
Transportation is accepting written comments regarding
Fairfax County Park Authority’s (FCPA) preliminary
concurrence with the Federal Highway Administration’s
(FHWA) Section 4(f) applicability criteria for de minimis
impacts on FCPA parkland (e.g. Towers Park) as a
result of the captioned project.

Review the Section 4(f) de minimis documentation on the
project website (www.virginiadot.org/Route29BikePed)
or by appointment only during business hours at VDOT’s
Northern Virginia District Office, 4975 Alliance Drive,
Fairfax, VA 22030. Please call 703-259-2424 or TTY/TDD
711 to make an appointment with appropriate personnel.

Submit your written comments to Mr. Steven Varner
at the above address by February 1, 2021. You may
also email meetingcomments@vdot.virginia.gov.
Please reference “De Minimis Impact Towers Park” in
the subject line.

VDOT ensures nondiscrimination and equal employment in
all programs and activities in accordance with Title VI and
Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need special
assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English
proficiency, contact VDOT Civil Rights at 703-259-1775.

State Project: 0029-029-414, P101, R201, C501, D614
UPC: 113518
Federal: NHPP-5A01 (946)

wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

BURKE / FAIRFAX / FAIRFAX STATION/CLIFTON/LORTON / SPRINGFIELD ** JANUARY 14-20, 2021 < 5



"'LASS !;!:;'!:EOM

To ADVERTISE IN THIS PAPER, CALL BY MONDAY [1:00 aM 703-778-9411

Announcements Announcements

INSTALLS ON NEW
& EXISTING GUTTERS

Filter

PROTECTION

B : ER peaffilter © =
BEFORE peaffilter © AFT

A COMPANY OF

—
A=t HiHS

55

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!"

%
OFF

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

150

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

Promo Number: 285

AFREE ESTIMATE |1:877-614-6667

Maon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, SUn: 2pm-8pm EST

@

*For those who qualify. One coupen per household. Ne cbligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at es-
timate only. CSLE# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 Licenses#
99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 Li-

cense# 27051321534 License# LEAFFNWE22|Z Licenses WWV0S6912 Licensed WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License#
HO1OG7000 Registration# 176447 Registration# HICO649905 Registration# C127239  Registration# C127730 Reg-
istration# 366920918 Registration# PCR475 Registration# IR731804 Registration# 13VHD9953900 Registration#t
PADES3E3 Suffelk HIC Licensest 52229-H

Announcements Announcements

NEWS

By SusaN LAUME
THE CONNECTION

n accordance with State and local Health depart-
ment groupings, teachers and school staff in Phase
1b began receiving vaccinations on Monday, Jan.
11. As essential front-line workers, along with po-
lice, fire and hazmat, corrections, and homeless shel-
ter workers, teachers are among the first in Fairfax
County to receive the vaccination in an effort to move
toward reopening physical school attendance to all.
Some teachers were vaccinated over the weekend,
leading to Monday’s start of the full vaccination clinic,
operated in a partnership between the Fairfax Coun-
ty Health Department and INOVA. The INOVA effort
will provide vaccines for 40,000 Fairfax County Pub-
lic Schools personnel. Appointments and pre-screen
questionnaires are required for the closed clinics.
Other Phase 1b groups receiving vaccines in closed
vaccine clinics include: adults age 75 and older, peo-
ple living in correctional facilities and homeless shel-
ters, first responders, childcare workers, grocery store
workers, public transit workers, and mail carriers (US
Postal Service and private). First priority Phase 1a vac-
cinations for healthcare personnel and long-term care
facility residents began with the first receipt of vaccine.
The next group, Phase 1c, will include essential
workers not listed in Phase 1b (including but not lim-
ited to utility, construction, and food service workers),

Teacher Vaccinations Begin
in Fairfax County

¥

PHOTO COURTESY CHRIS ADAMS
Fairfax Education Association President (FEA),
Kimberly Adams, receives her Covid-19 vacci-
nation jab on the first day of the closed vaccine
clinic at INOVA

people aged 65-74, and people aged 16-64 with high
risk medical conditions or disabilities.

Vaccinations now require a pre-registration screening
and appointment. Officials indicate that vaccine will lat-
er be available as flu shots normally have been received,
from doctors offices, health care providers, hospitals,
and pharmacies. More information can be found on the
Fairfax County Health Department website.

Do you CARE for someone
wntrtemtoty boss?

Care to Plan is an online care planning tool
that helps families managing memory loss

identify and access supportive services
recommended for them.

You may qualify for a NEW research study.

1-888-597-0828

senior.carenav@rivhs.com
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An expert is someone who knows some
of the worst mistakes that can be made
in his subject and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg
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OTER BANKS, NORTH CAROLINA « VACATION RENTALS

' 500 VACATION HOMES

Selling fast for summer 2021
due to needto escape covid

rindley
each <t

Delivery Driver
Approx. 30 hrs/wk. Office in
Burke. Deliveries to federal
govt. agencies. Email info to
capitolcitysupply@gmail.com.

Legals

ABC LICENSE
Mussie and TG Corporation trading as
Mussie and TG Corporation, 7701 South-

www.brindleybeach.com

VACATIONS & JSALES

Book now for best selection!
877-642-3224

ern Drive, Ste A14, Springfield, VA, 22150 .
The above establishment is applying to the
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a Whole-
sale Beer license to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages. Tegist Belay , Presi-
dent . NOTE: Objections to the issuance of
this license must be submitted to ABC no

Announcements

Announcements

later than 30 days from the publishing date
of the first of two required newspaper legal

notices. Objections should be registered at

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-947-1479
7-Year Extended Warranty*

FREE A $695 Value!

Offer valid December 15, 2020 - March 1, 2021

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval
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GENERAC

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating
dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals

ABC LICENSE
Adventure Concepts Ltd trading as Shad-
owland Family Entertainment Center, 5508
Franconia Rd, Alexandria VA 22310-2719.
The above establishment is applying to the
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine
and Beer On Premises license to sell or
manufacture alcoholic beverages. Randall
Briggs, Director. NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license must be submitted
to ABC no later than 30 days from the
publishing date of the first of two required
newspaper legal notices. Objections
should be registered at www.abc.virginia.
gov or 800-552-3200.
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WEEK IN SPRINGFIELD

Rotary Club Hosts Discussion on

US, China Relations

“The US needs to stop thinking of China as a source of cheap goods and realize that China
in fact is a threat to our economy and to our values,” according to Clyde Prestowitz, a noted
expert on Asia. Prestowitz spoke at the West Springfield Rotary Club’s virtual meeting on
Wednesday, Jan. 6 on US Chinese relations and the myths that have governed US policy.

In 2001 when China joined the World Trade Organization US leaders viewed this as an
enormous step forward. They believed that free trade and access to the US and other coun-
tries’ markets under most favored nation trade conditions would lead China to become dem-
ocratic and that China would play by the international rules. In short a win-win situation.

Instead Prestowitz argues the Chinese Communist Party has become more autocratic and
today is expanding its influence throughout the world. Additionally through such practices
as technology theft and subsidization of its industries China has taken advantage of the US
open market. The result has been a trade deficit of almost $400 billion in 2018 and a loss

of 5 million American jobs.

The biggest immediate threat today is China’s ambition to bring democratic Taiwan un-
der its control. This is a threat to nearby Japan, the Philippines and Australia and to the
US. Prestowitz has written seven books on Asia and globalization. His eighth book, “The
World Turned upside Down: America, China and the struggle for global leadership,” will be

available Jan. 26.

CALENDAR

NOW TO FEB. 7

“Winter’s Tales.” Torpedo Factory Artists @ Mosa-
ic, 2905 District Avenue, #105, Fairfax. Winter
can be many things---quiet, simple, elegant,
cold, dark and hopeful. Winter’s shadows are
long and its daylight is precious. It is a season
of white and blue, of cold and fire, of hiber-
nation and regeneration. In “Winter’s Tales”
at the The Torpedo Factory Artists @ Mosaic,
the gallery’s artists demonstrate in a variety of
mediums how they respond to the coldest and
darkest time of the year. The exhibit features
beautiful paintings, fine art photography,
ceramics, exquisite jewelry and fabric art.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 13

MCC 2021 Martin Luther King Jr. Day Celebration.
7 p.m. Hosted by the Staff at The Alden, Mc-
Lean. Virtual Book Discussion on “The Sound
of Freedom: Marian Anderson, the Lincoln
Memorial, and the Concert That Awakened
America” by Raymond Arsenault. “The Sound
of Freedom...” recounts the life of Black
contralto Marian Anderson and her experience
as a Black woman in the classical music field.
Arsenault gives context to Anderson’s historic
1939 concert at the Lincoln Memorial, drawing
on her own words and those of scholars. They
will discuss this book that celebrates civil

— BiLL KRrisT

rights and the performing arts. Register online
at www.aldentheatre.org.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 13

Interior Illustrations. 10 a.m. to noon. At Sully
Historic Site, 3650 Historic Sully Way, Chan-
tilly. Capture a moment in time with your
artwork through the unique “Interior Illustra-
tions” program at Sully Historic Site. During
this program, you will have the chance to use
graphite or pencils to relax and draw a historic
interior at Sully. Focus on specific artifacts or
capture the essence of life during the early
1800s. The program is designed for partic-
ipants age 16 to adult. The cost is $15 per
person. Some supplies will be available. Social
distancing and face coverings are required.
Call 703-437-1794.

WEDNESDAY/JAN. 13

The Unruly Theatre Project’s Virtual Improv Show.
7 p.m. Join (the) Unruly Theatre Project’s
virtual fall improv shows from the comfort of
your couch! Register online and a Zoom link
and password for the show will be emailed to
you. Participants must register two hours in
advance of showtime. Register online at www.
aldentheatre.org.

Uncovering Civil War
Graffiti at Blenheim

From Pace 3

signs saying, ‘Commit no nuisance,” which
means, ‘Don’t cause trouble or be annoy-
ing,” said Loewenwarter. “And here, at the
foot of the stairs, there’s a series of cartoons
by someone from the 4th New York Caval-
ry, Co. C, and the words, ‘Commit no nui-
sance.”

“That soldier drew cartoons all along that
wall,” she continued. “And at the top of the
stairs, on the wall to the left, is what we call
our Patriotism Series, where he talks about
being patriotic.”

AMONG THE ENTRIES there are the words,
“Beginning of the war, very patriotic,” with
a drawing of a flag-waving man in civilian
clothing. Next is written, “1st month, still
wwWwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

patriotic, and showing an enlisted man
standing at attention. Later that month, he
wrote, “Hard bread, hard on patriotism,”
and drew a soldier sitting on a box, holding
a tin cup and eating.

Loewenwarter believes a second-floor
bedroom also contains graffiti and is eager
to see what Toth’s images there will yield for
interpretation. “It’s like historical archaeolo-
gy,” she said. “We’re looking through layers
of paint and wallpaper to make discoveries.”

“I'm really excited about this because it’s
a whole new application of our technology,”
said Toth. “We’re using 21st-century technol-
ogy on a 19th-century house. And it’s sup-
porting scholarship, history and preserva-
tion, all rolled into one, truly unique project.
We'll have huge amounts of data, and each
image will tell a story.”
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

K &D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL /| RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated
Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc...

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

lektrkman28@gmail.com

& Landscaping

shrubbery trimming, mulching,

ey drainage problems, etc.
25 years of experience - Free estimates
703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Service

Patios & Drainage
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

¢ Planting & Landscaping Design

¢ Drainage & Water Problems

¢ Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New

¢ Patios and Walks ¢ Masonry Work or Dry Laid
¢ Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
¢ Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

Quality Tree Service

. Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured. .

Tree removal, topping & pruning, - :

leaf removal, planting, hauling, =
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

Sign up for

FREE DIGITAL
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In Effect,
a Trade

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Incurable but treatable non small cell lung
cancer, stage IV for incurable but treatable pap-
illary thyroid cancer stage IV. And though it may
have taken a while to get re-diagnosed: nearly 11
years, the eagle, as they say, apparently has land-
ed. Nevertheless, I'm glad to still be here. Let me
amend that. After being given my first “terminal”
diagnosis in late February, 2009, with an accom-
panying “13 month to two year” prognosis, | am
glad to be anywhere. Still, it would have been
preferred had | received the thyroid cancer diag-
nosis originally. If that had been the case, | might
no longer be a cancer patient with an incurable
form of papillary thyroid cancer. If | remember
correctly, generally speaking, papillary thyroid
cancer is called “the friendly cancer” because it's
so curable. Not for me, and not now.

But “alas poor Yorick,” papillary thyroid can-
cer was not my original diagnosis. As such, | have
been treated and lived as a non small cell lung
cancer stage IV patient whose life expectancy
was shortening by the hour.

However, since | was being treated for lung
cancer exclusively, my underlying/real can-
cer was left untreated - for 11 years. And sure
enough, after 10 years or so, the thyroid cancer
finally manifested itself with the appearance of
my “adam’s apple” tumor, as | called it. Left un-
treated for 11 years, it morphed, if that's even the
right word, into a rare form of papillary cancer,
the “terminal” kind. The thyroidectomy I had in
late Jan. 2020 confirmed it once and for all.

And by “terminal” | mean, there is only one
drug presently recommended, Lenvima, for my
cancer, and its projected effectiveness is three
years, give or take. So far the side effects have
been fairly minimal and my first two quarterly
CT scans since | began this regimen have shown
tumor shrinkage. Very encouraging. However,
as they say in the mutual fund business: “Past
performance is not an indicator of future results.”
Therefore, though this trade was officially con-
firmed in the first quarter of this year, I still live
and breathe - with somewhat shorter breath, from
one CT scan result to the next. | may think | know
how | feel, but not until | receive the results from
the oncologist, electronically, will I truly know.
This is when the rubber officially hits the road.
The diagnostic scan results outweigh any feelings
I may have on the subject. As is so happens, my
next scan is scheduled for Jan. 13. | should have
the results before the weekend. A timetable I've
experienced many times since Feb. 20, 2009, the
date of my original diagnosis.

The trade, unfortunately did not change
this cycle. Nor has the situation of there being
one drug available left to treat my cancer. | can
remember more than once when my oncologist
told me the drug he was prescribing was the
last one he had confidence in to treat my lung
cancer. Now, the drug I'm taking is also the
last best choice available. Different from lung
cancer drugs, when the drugs worked until they
didn't, the thyroid cancer drug I'm taking has a
three-year-ish effectiveness limit. After which, as
we say in Boston,”it will be Katie bar the door.”
At the moment, there aren’t any additional drugs
to recommend. Given what | anticipated my life
expectancy to be, considering the age to which
both my parents lived, | would say my thyroid
cancer is “terminal”.

But that’s a rabbit hole I'm not going down.
Three years may not be a normal life expectancy
(that would age me to 69), but it's ample time, |
hope, for the cancer researchers to do their work.
And | expect there will be some kind of progress
even though the type of papillary thyroid cancer
I have is not particularly common. Regardless, |
will continue my routine of miscellaneous pills
(upwards of 60 per day), alkaline water, lab work,
scans, treatment and living my life on semi bor-
rowed time. Granted, it’s not ideal, but it’s a life
with which I'm extremely familiar. I have been
there and I will continue to do that.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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MODELH 2532. MSRP $25,965. LEASE OFFER FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES. BASED ON MODEL# 4430. MSRP $27,905. LEASE OFFER FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES. BASED ON
39 MONTHS, 10K MILES/YR & $2999 DUE AT SIGNING. SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED. 39 MONTHS, 10K MILES/YR & $2999 DUE AT SIGNING. SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED.
PLUS TAX, TAGS, FREIGHT AND $789 PROCESSING FEE. OFFER ENDS 02/01/21. PLUS TAX, TAGS, FREIGHT AND $789 PROCESSING FEE. OFFER ENDS 02/01/21.

159

. MODEL# 1852, MSRP $21,230. LEASE OFFER FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES. BASED ON 39
' MONTHS, 10K MILES/YR & $2999 DUE AT SIGNING. SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED.
PLUS TAX, TAGS, FREIGHT AND $789 PROCESSING FEE. OFFER ENDS 02/01/21.
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BATTERY $4495FOR | | 4-WHEELALIGNMENT | |  BRAKE PAD speciaL || YOU SPEND,
B CHECK-UP SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE INCLUDES: REPLACEMENT MAINTAINPEAGE OF THE MORE
I INCLUDES: INCLUDES: 4-WHEEL ALIGNVENT, | | INCLUDES: I IYOUR TOYOTACARE COM- § YOU SAVE! I
GHECK GOLD CRANKING 1 s CHANGE OIL (UPTO 5 QTS), INSPECT SUSPENSION, INSTALL GENUINE TOYOTA PLEMENTARY $10 OFF ... WHEN
W avps anp visuar I INSTALL GENUINE ToYOTA | | BALL JOINTS, STRUTS & | |rRoNT BRAKE PADS, INsPECT] | MAINTENANCE |
OIL FILTER, INSPECT & SHOCKS, TIRE ONDITION * " cpoNT & REAR ROTORS AND/ YOU SPEND $50-$99
INSPECTION OF BATTERY PLAN TO '
CONDITION. INGLUDES | ] ADJUST ALL FLUID LEVELS | |AND SET TIRE PRESSURE| | ORDRUMS,CHECKTIRE | | 4ygars/as,000 miLes! | | $15 OFF ... WHEN | 4
SATTERY GONDITION AND COMPLIMENTARY CONDITION AND INSPECT YOU SPEND $100-$199 | |
PRINT OUT | MULTI-POINT INSPECTION [ | | JALL HARDWARE. TCNC PADS| | || $200FF..WHEN | 4
. WITH PRINT OUT. ONLY. MACHINE ROTORS AN YOU SPEND $200-$499
ADDITIONAL $199.95
1 |1 |1 |1 |l ¢$500FF..WHEN | ¢
YOU SPEND $500+

OYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. | | NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER | | m VEHICLES ONLY.

OFF C]‘ m AUSTBEF P[V[ T[D

ALID “NLY AT A LD< C [
TAXAND SHOP I I ALEXANDRIA TOY’OT@
D) \ NH OFFER ENDS 01/31/21

TOYOTA. OFFER END
AL -

3750 RICHMOND HWY, ALEXANDRIA, VA22305 703-684- 0700 ALEXANDRIATOYOTA COM

8 <« BURKE / FAIRFAX / FAIRFAX STATION/CLIFTON/LORTON / SPRINGFIELD % JANUARY 14-20, 2021 www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM





