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Cyclists participating in
the Inaugural Tour de
Hunter Mill will enjoy
the paved Washington &
Old Dominion Trail and
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Catherine Knecht, Abhaya Tyrka, Sarah Hilton (bottom) Talia-Rose Diorio, Katie Murchison

In Search of the First Kiss

Langley High School’s
production of
‘The Party Hop.’

By CAROLYN SAXE
THOMAS WOOTTON HICH ScHOOL

nfortunately, things don’t seem to have

changed much two years in the future.

Quarantine and all its struggles were still

very present, or at least they were in the
universe of “The Party Hop,” a one-act play recently
written by Natalie Margolin.

Langley High School’s production of this play brings
eerie nostalgia to a familiar situation. Friends Ava,
Emma, and (unexpectedly) Nancy got ready to attend
a few parties one night, and it was revealed that Ava
had never kissed anyone. Nancy declared that this was
the night Ava would get her first kiss! Ava was con-
vinced by the other two to hold onto this dream as
they traveled through parties, each one revealing dif-
ferent ways people try and sometimes succeed to con-
nect while distanced. In the final party, Ava’s chance
finally came along, and she took it. Immediate regret
followed with the realization that she just kissed a
camera, not a person, and her crush was weirded out.
The three friends returned to their own meeting and
Ava spoke her thoughts to both friends, frustrated, but
ultimately they forgave and felt more connected than
when the night began.

All actors involved gave extremely natural perfor-
mances, to the point that it appeared to be just a record-
ing of a normal Zoom call. Nancy’s (Talia-Rose Diorio)
extroverted extra-ness filled her little box, even when
she wasn’t speaking, and the small moments of quiet

BULLETIN BOARD

SATURDAY/APRIL 17
Author Shabnam Curtis. 2-3 p.m.
at Patrick Henry Library, 101

CAPPIES REVIEW

MONDAY/APRIL 19
Virtual Kindergarten Orientation.

vulnerability were moving. In stark contrast was Ava
(Tess Jannery-Barney) with subtle yet very relatable
reactions. You had to cringe when something awkward
happened. Emma (Abhaya Tyrka) was always present
and smiling as the mediator between the other two,
able to finish Ava’s sentences despite lag and
share a happy moment with Nancy.

The supporting cast all brought strong,
diverse characters to the screen. All the
adults at the cocktail party were astoundingly adult.
The combo of Nathan and Nora, played by Gunnar
Peacock and Gabriella Sanchez respectively, had ex-
cellent chemistry (or anti-chemistry, looking at their
muted heated arguments). Nora’s exaggerated eye
rolls added levity, especially making use of the lim-
ited framing. At Mary’s birthday party, Mary herself
(played by Katie Murchison) displayed the strange-
ness of emotions online with her mostly stoic face de-
scribing her emotions.

Impressively, there were zero technical issues. The
audio was perfectly clear, the editing was very subtle
and well-timed, and the lighting was natural. All the
costumes fit the characters, especially Nancy’s bright
orange party attire. The sets for every character were
carefully chosen and perfectly framed, such as the
very accurate way Grandma (Erin Young) seemed
even smaller in frame with too much distance. The
production also made use of Zoom itself, including
personalized name tags and somehow making lag
nostalgic. The direction of each scene, by Elizabeth
Tippens, kept everyone extremely authentic and in
character.

Perhaps the world isn’t as far away as it would seem
in this quarantine. As Nancy pointed out, physical dis-
tance doesn’t matter online. You could even throw
your own Zoom party. Maybe even have your first kiss
(in a year at least).

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar: Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least
two weeks before the event.

TUESDAY/APRIL 20

Caregivers Support Group: Shep-
herd’s Center of Northern Virginia
(SCNOVA). Virtual via Zoom. SC

Maple Ave. E, Vienna. Shabnam
Curtis will read from her
memoir, My Persian Paradox,
and discuss her journey to
freedom and how women have
to live under Sharia Law in
Iran. Streaming through Fairfax
County Public Library. Visit the
website:
https://librarycalendar.fairfaxcoun-
ty.gov/event/7330067

2-3 p.m. For Great Falls Elemen-
tary School. Parents will receive
registration information, as well as
required health information such
as immunizations and physical
examinations. A classroom teacher
will also present information on the
kindergarten curriculum and the
daily schedule. To receive an email
with the link, visit greatfallses.fcps.
edu and complete the Google form.
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hosts a support group for caregiv-
ers of adult family members with
dementia the first and third Tues-
days of each month. Their virtual,
facilitated meetings are from 10
to 11:30 am. Contact facilitator,
Jack Tarr, at jtarr5@verizon.net
for details on joining the meeting
via zoom or to see the SC web site
flyer: https://www.scnova.org/
announcements.
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Tour de Hunter Mill offers three routes to
accommodate cyclists of all abilities.

Ticket Sales Open for
Tour de Hunter Mill

The tour promotes
‘Unity in Our Community” and
mobility by bicycle.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

upervisor Walter Alcorn
S (D-Hunter Mill District)

announced the Inaugural
Tour de Hunter Mill. It is a com-
munity bike ride for a maximum
of 150 ticketed riders on May 15.
The Hunter Mill District, Fairfax
Alliance for Better Bicycling, and
Reston Bike Club organized the
event to be held rain or shine
beginning at 8:30 that morning
with a welcome by Alcorn. Cy-
clists riding the three routes, one
family and two long with stag-
gered start times, leave from Res-
ton Community Center Hunters
Woods and end there to enjoy the
post-ride food, fun, and prizes.

According to Alcorn, Tour de
Hunter Mill showcases “Uni-
ty in our Community.” Cyclists
discover or rediscover the many
hidden treasures, cultural and
environmental resources the
district offers in Reston and
the Town of Vienna. The ride is
modeled after the Annual Tour
de Mount Vernon.

“There are multiple routes
depending upon how ambitious
different riders are,” he said.

Fairfax County’s webpage of
the event describes the short
Family Route as less than five
miles and staying within Res-
ton, mostly on paved Reston
Association paths. Cyclists visit
five different public art loca-
tions, and children enjoy a Pub-
lic Art passport game to earn a
reward at the end of the ride.

The two Long Ride routes
go from Reston to Vienna and
back to Reston. The difference

is whether cyclists pedal the en-
tire route or ride the Metro for a
portion of the return route. The
Tour de Hunter Mill Route Long
Ride, No Metro, is 20.3 miles.
Cyclists take the W&OD to Vi-
enna for the first rest stop. Then
they take quiet roads and trails
to the Spring Hill Metro station
in Tysons Corner for the second
rest stop. From there, cyclists
turn around and head back to
Reston and Hunter Mill using
paved trails, quiet roads, and
roads with bike infrastructure.

The more interesting long
route, according to Alcorn, is
the Tour de Hunter Mill Long
Ride Using the Metro. It is a 15-
mile route. After the first por-
tion, cyclists catch the Metro at
Spring Hill. Riders have to use
their Metro cards. This option
saves cyclists 475 feet of climb-
ing over six miles. Supervisor
Alcorn said he is picking up a
bike at a Capital Bikeshare sta-
tion and looking forward to the
Long Ride Using the Metro.

“It is for those of us that ac-
tually want to see what it’s like
and have not ridden a bike then
taken the bike onto a Metro rail
car,” Alcorn said.

The fee is $25 per rider. If
registering as a family, up to
5 people, purchase one ticket
per adult and send an email to
huntermill@fairfaxcounty.gov.
to inquire about family pric-
ing. If individuals would like
to participate but cannot afford
the registration fee, email hun-
termill@fairfaxcounty.gov  for
a scholarship or volunteer op-
portunities. Put Tour de Hunter
Mill in the subject line.

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



NEWS
FCPS To Offer Four Days a Week In-school

Phased plan to start April 20 for most

vulnerable students.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

ome students in the Fairfax Coun-
ty Public Schools system could be
poised to clean off the family dining
room table by April 20.

Fairfax County Superintendent of Schools
Dr. Scott Brabrand, in a phone interview the
morning of April 6, said that FCPS will offer
four days a week in-person school instruc-
tion to some students beginning April 20.

“This expansion to four days is really the
next to the last step before returning kids to
five days of instruction in the fall,” said Bra-
brand. “It will help us get additional experi-
ence with more students that are in build-
ings and making sure we’re doing our safety
measures well.”

FCPS is mindful of the CDC’s most recent
guidance related to physical distancing in
schools and other measures, Brabrand said.
The division will continue to implement mit-
igation strategies such as monitoring disease
data and it will be expanding vaccination
opportunities for students and staff.

FCPS will extend the first opportunity to
return to four days of in-person learning to its

Hot Market in McLean, Great Falls

Market Comparison: First Quarter 2021 to 2020

most vulnerable children. Any
student struggling now, virtual
or in-person as determined by
school officials, will be offered
four days a week of in-person
instruction. Brabrand said that
school staff is looking through
students’ academics, especially
third-quarter progress, IEPs,
and the 504 processes. That is
happening this week and next week.

“By April 20, kids that had selected two
days of in-person will have, as school staff-
ing and capacity allow, the opportunity to do
four days of in-person. ... All of that will help
prepare us to have five days of in-person in-
struction in the fall,” said Brabrand.

BRABRAND said the expansion is not a pilot
program with small numbers of students but
a significant expansion across all its schools.
“We’re going to have tens of thousands of
additional students receiving in-person in-
struction. This is a major step forward and
the last step before going to five days of
in-person instruction.”

Brabrand said that the in-person accep-
tance rates per school have varied from 20

and 2011 for McLean and Great Falls.

By KAREN

REAL ESTATE

r PHoTO BY FCPS
Dr. Scott Brabrand

perienced a “hot” market in first

percent of students being in-person to 80
percent. That variability means in-person
learning will look different at each school.
Variability is one of the nuances in the ex-
pansion. The plan, though, is dependent
upon staff availability. Staff “really stepped
up,” according to Brabrand.

Meanwhile, FCPS is working closely with
the health department and monitoring addi-
tional opportunities for younger students to
get access to the vaccine. Currently no one
younger than 16 can be vaccinated but trials
are underway for younger children, and vac-
cination could be expanded before the start
of school in the fall.

"We may get authorization for kids even
younger than 16, to have an aggressive cam-
paign ... to vaccinate as many of our kids

“We’re going to have tens of
thousands of additional students
receiving in-person instruction.
This is a major step forward and the
last step before going to five days of
in-person instruction.”

— Scott Brabrand, superintendent

who are eligible to receive the vaccine be-
fore school starts in the fall. That’ll be anoth-
er layer of safety and security for students
and staff.”

LOOKING BACK on the past 13 months
of the pandemic, Brabrand said he would
have appreciated receiving CDC guidance
“sooner and clearer.” “The confusion at the
beginning of the pandemic set the course
for a lot of confusion and mixed messages
throughout the pandemic. Our first priority
was keeping students and staff safe. We've
gotten more clarity. We've gotten the guid-
ance we've needed. And we're using that
guidance to move our schools back to nor-
mal operations as quickly as possible and as
safely as possible.”

McLean & Great Falls Quarterly Market Analysis
of Home Sales (Based on List Price):

5
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pringtime f
is in the air
in Northern

Virginia and the
real estate market
is off to a strong
start. Transactions
in the first quarter
of 2021 in McLean
and Great Falls are
up 13.6 percent
over 2020 transaction levels.
The market, which experienced
a slowdown due to the stay-at-
home orders from mid-March
to mid-June 2020, is showing
strong signs of recovery as we
emerge from the global pan-
demic. Sellers are more confi-
dent that their home will sell at
strong prices, in many cases at
peak levels. Buyers are taking
advantage of historically low in-
terest rates. Looking back a de-
cade ago in 2011 the real estate

wwWw.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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market in McLean
and Great Falls has
rebounded a whop-
ping 75.9 percent.

Drilling down,
one of the seg-
ments that expe-
rienced strong
improvement with
over double the
number of sales is
the $1 to $1.25 m price point in-
side the Beltway McLean 22101.
Low inventory for below $1 m sin-
gle family homes is due to strong
competition between entry level
home buyers and builders pur-
suing in-fill lots. Home buyers in
many cases are electing to “buy
up” due to greater affordability
with low interest rates. Compared
to one decade ago in 2011, there
is nearly four times the number of
sales.

The $2 to $3 m home also ex-

quarter 2021 with 40 sales in Mc-
Lean and Great Falls compared to
13 in 2020 and only 5 a decade
ago in 2011.
most typically estate type proper-
ties which allow for natural phys-
ical distancing and outdoor living
amenities, features highly sought
after as the nation enters the post
pandemic phase.

There is an abundance of buy-
ers ready willing and able to pur-
chase a home in Northern Virginia
in 2021 and they are finding that
there is considerably less supply
than in previous years. Since the
three month-stay-at-home orders
in Spring 2020, inventory levels
remain at all-time lows. As home-
owners recognize appreciation not
experienced in over 15 years and
want to take advantage of an UBER
sellers’ market, predictions are that
more homes will come available.

Today, people are seeking out
the security of home as a safe hav-
en. Strong indicators are that even

as more people are vaccinated,
home will continue to represent
the central place where people
live, work, play, educate their chil-
dren and enjoy physical activity
and entertainment.

The traditional spring season is
opening with a strong start in 2021
and market indicators show that
real estate sales in McLean and
Great Falls will experience another
banner year. As homeowners find
themselves in situations where
they have a need to make a move,
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2021 Sales Compared to 2020 and 2011
2021 Total Sales: 292
$1.25-2
>$3 Mil $2-3 Mil Mil $1-$1.25 Mil $750k-51 Mil <§750k
Zip Code
22101 7 21 e 23 29 15
22102 5 7 13 5 2] 55
22066 4 12 H 9 12 1
Total: 16 Total: 40 Total: 78 Total: 37 Total: 50 Total: 71
Combined Total Upper Brackets: 134 Combined Total Lower Brackets: 158
2020 Total Sales: 257
$1.25-2
ZiE Code >$3 Mil $2-3 Mil Mil $1-51.25 Mil $750k-51 Mil <§750k
These homes are 22101 7 ] 40 1 3 2
22102 1 2 14 1 9 57
22066 1 2 21 13 24 2
Total: 9 Total: 13 Total: 75 Total: 35 Total: 64 Total: &1
Combined Total Upper Brackets: 97 Cc i Total Lower Brackets: 160
2011 Total Sales: 166
Zip Code >$3 Mil $2-3 Mil $1.25-2 Mil | $1-$1.25 Mil $750k-51 Mil <§750k
22101 1 2 k| (] 21 25
22102 2 2 5] 3 ] 42
22066 2 1 14 5] 8 [:]
Total: § Total: 5 Total: 31 Total: 15 Total: 37 Total: 73
Combined Total Upper Brackets: 41 Combined Total Lower Brackets: 125

this could be the year to take
advantage of considerable pent-

up buyer demand!

Karen Briscoe, Lizzy Conroy,
and Jenny McClintock with HBC
Group at Keller Williams are
active and experienced Realtors®
in the Northern Virginia mar-
ketplace. They work with sellers,
buyers, investors, and builders in
all price ranges and are available
to assist with your real estate

needs!

www.HBCGroupKW.

com, 703-734-0192, Homes@

HBCGroupKW.com.



OPINION

Earth Day
—Then and
Now

NOVA PARks EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

ifty-one years ago, in 1970, the first

Earth Day took place on April 22. The

issues of that time were quite different

than what we face today. In 1970 our
nation was awash in pollution. In 1969 the
Cuyahoga River in Ohio caught fire due to so
much oil and chemicals on the surface. The
same year a large oil rig spill off the coast of
California happened. A new report at the time
documented the endangered Bald Eagle and
the impact of DDT pesticide on the eagle and
other species. American cities were choked with
high levels of lead smog from cars and trucks,
and litter was everywhere.

Today, we have addressed many of these is-
sues, and new ones face us. The EPA was estab-
lished in 1969, and pollution has decreased dra-
matically. DDT was banned, and species like the
Bald Eagle have recovered. Lead was removed
from gasoline, and our air is much cleaner, and
litter is not the problem it was decades ago. All
of this has meant better health for people and
nature. So, let’s take a moment and appreciate
the great work that has been accomplished!

Today, while our rivers are not on fire, and
we breathe and eat fewer toxins, our challenges
are still great. Global warming is the central en-
vironmental issue of our generation. The global
average temperature in March 2020 was over
2 degrees higher than the average for the 20th
Century, and this trend is growing. The results
are more extreme storms, wildfires, hurricanes,
and more. And the cause is too much carbon in
the atmosphere. The solution has two sides: re-
ducing the use of fossil fuels and the expansion
of natural areas that absorb carbon.

At NOVA Parks, we have been doing what we
can to address both sides of the carbon issue for

New paand at Pohick Bay.

some time. Since 2007 NOVA Parks has tracked
every gallon of gas and kilowatt of electricity
consumed and converted it to carbon. Many in-
vestments have been made to improve energy
efficiency. In 2018 NOVA Parks completed its
second new building with a LEED (Leadership
in Energy and Environmental Design) Gold cer-
tification. The new Jean R. Packard Building
features recycled building materials, cutting
edge stormwater, HVAC, and lighting, and even
has solar panels on the roof.

But the most significant contribution the
regional park system has made to address the
causes of global warming is the expansion of
protected forested parkland. As the region’s
original conservation organization, by 1970,
NOVA Parks had already assembled 3,600 acres
of parkland. With new parkland acquisitions
almost every year, the Regional Park system is
currently up to 12,200 acres, including 37 acres
of waterfront land in Fairfax County added over
just the last year and 600 acres of managed
parkland added in Loudoun County in 2018.
Over 85 percent of the Regional park system
is in a natural, mostly forested condition. This
level of forested land absorbs 15,000 tons of
carbon from our air per year! Forests are the
air filters of our region, absorbing carbon and
releasing fresh oxygen.

Environmental leaders fifty years ago did a
remarkable job of cleaning up pollution and
toxins in our environment, making the world
a healthier place to be today. Our collective job
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testing: the first Earth Day took place on
April 22, 1970.

moving forward is to address the carbon in our
atmosphere that is driving global warming. We
must all look for ways to use fewer fossil fuels,
and at the same time, recognize that parkland
is more than just a fun place to visit, but is ac-
tually vitally important to absorbing the carbon
in our air. The progress of yesterday gives hope
that the challenges of today can be addressed
with focused effort.

Understanding the Law About Weed

By KENNETH R. “KEN" PLUM
STATE DELEGATE (D-36)

uring its Reconvened Ses-

sion last week the Gener-

al Assembly approved an
amendment proposed by Governor
Ralph Northam that decriminal-
izes the possession by adults of a
small amount of marijuana effec-
tive July 1, 2021. Virginia joins
26 other states and the District of
Columbia that have decriminalized
small amounts of marijuana. This
generally means certain small, per-
sonal-consumption amounts are a
civil or local infraction, not a state
crime (or are a lowest misdemean-
or with no possibility of jail time).

Based on the new law in Virginia,
adults can grow up to four plants,
gift it in private, or have an ounce
or less in their possession if they are
over 21. Selling, buying, or driving
with marijuana remains illegal at
this time. People given a summons
for possession for an amount be-
yond the minimum will be issued a
summons for marijuana possession
for which they have the option of
prepaying the civil penalty of $25
instead of going to court.

Ivoted for the Governor’s amend-
ments as necessary to reflect the
realities of marijuana possession
and use. The people of Virginia will
be no less safe as a result of these
changes. Our jails will be less full

4 % VIENNA/OAKTON / McLEAN CONNECTION % APRIL 14-20, 2021

of persons who use marijuana rec-
reationally for themselves, and per-
sons who do so will not be labeled a
criminal. Previously marijuana pos-
session was a criminal offense pun-
ishable by up to 30 days in jail and/
or up to a $500 fine. Public opinion
polls have shown that 83 percent of
Virginians support lowering crimi-
nal possession to a fine and 61 per-
cent support ending prohibition all
together.

I also supported the changes in
laws related to the use of medical
cannabis in 2017. The law enacted
at that time permitted patients suf-
fering from intractable epilepsy to
use some types of cannabis oil with
a doctor’s certification. Subsequent

amendments to that law allow pa-
tients with any condition to receive
recommendations to use and pur-
chase cannabis preparations with
no more than10 milligrams of THC
per dose. Extracts sold under the
provisions of this law must be pro-
duced by processors approved by
the Virginia Board of Pharmacy.
Thirty-three other states have simi-
lar laws related to the use of mari-
juana for medical purposes.

Retail sales of marijuana will not
begin until January 1, 2024. Many
complex issues remain to be re-
solved as to who will be certified to
sell the product, how an illicit mar-
ket will be controlled, and what
the limitations on purchasing will
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be. The Joint Legislative Audit and
Review Commission issued a 175-
page report in November 2020,
titled “Key Considerations for
Marijuana Legalization” that sets
direction with options as to how
the state should proceed with full
legalization. There is a determina-
tion on the part of most legislators
that the current system for labeling
persons criminal and putting them
in jail is not appropriate and that
total reform is needed. Minority
communities have been particular-
ly hard hit by the current system.
Much work remains to be done,
but I believe Virginia is taking a re-
sponsible route to fixing the laws
about weed.
wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



VIENNA POLICE HIGHLIGHTS

The following summary contains
various incidents of general interest
as well as vehicular crashes handled
by the Town of Vienna Police Depart-
ment from April 2 — April 9, 2021.

INCIDENTS

Fraud -- 700 Block Cottage
Street, SW Between Dec. 28, 2020
at 12 p.m. and April 1, 2021 at 12
p-m. A resident reported that his
ex-wife used his personal informa-
tion to open a utility account in his
name. The resident was not resid-
ing in the town when the fraud oc-
curred. He was advised to report
the incident to the proper police
jurisdiction in Texas.

Burglary -- 200 Block Park
Street, SE

Between March 15 at 11 p.m.
and March 16 at 2 a.m.

An officer located the owner of
the property that was recovered
in a previous case. The owner re-
turned home from being out of
town to find that someone forced
entry into his residence. This case
is being investigated.

Vandalism -- 300 Block Park
Street, NE

Between March 28 at 12 p.m.
and March 30 at 12 p.m.

A resident reported that some-
one vandalized his vehicle. This is
being investigated.

Lost Property --
Church Street, NE

March 28, 12 p.m.

100 Block

A citizen reported that he lost
his wallet in the area of the Free-
man House Store.

Stolen Vehicle -- 100 Block Elm
Street, SW

Between March 30 at 12 p.m.
and April 5 at 9 p.m.

A resident reported that her ve-
hicle was taken while she was out
of town.

Animal Case -- 1000 Block Hill-
crest Drive, SW

March 31, 10:53 a.m.

ACO Barker received a couple
of complaints regarding a resident
running with her dogs without
having them on a leash. The dogs’
owner was advised of the Town
ordinance and that they may be
issued a summons for the violation
if they do not comply.

Narcotics Violation -- 400 Block
Echols Street, SE

April 1, 8:29 p.m.

An officer observed a driver
commit a traffic offense and initi-
ated a traffic stop. Upon the of-
ficer’s interaction with the driver,
he detected an odor of marijuana.
The driver had a small amount of
marijuana in her possession that
was taken for destruction.

Suspicious Event -- 1000 Block
Westbriar Drive, NE

April 2, 9:14 a.m.

A resident reported that he ob-
served a man riding a bike carrying
multiple Amazon packages. The

resident followed the man into
Fairfax County in the area of Old
Courthouse Road. He advised the
man discarded the packages, but
was not sure where. Fairfax Coun-
ty Police were also notified.

Welfare Check -- 200 Block Park
Terrace Court, SE

April 2, 11:43 a.m.

Officers checked on the welfare
of a resident who sent a concerning
message to her family. The resident
was located with her occupational
therapist. She advised that she is re-
covering from some medical issues,
and did not need any assistance.

Animal Case -- 1200 Block Drake
Street, SW

April 2, 1:10 p.m.

An officer responded to a report
of an injured raccoon. The officer
found the animal was in grave con-
dition and euthanized the raccoon.

Police Service -- 200 Block Park
Terrace Court, SE

April 2, 5:52 p.m.

A resident reported that his
neighbor is piling up bags of trash,
containing human waste, in the
apartment hallway. The resident
was advised to contact the condo
association regarding the violation
of their bylaws and his attorney
about the living conditions. The
officer notified Mobil Crisis of the
incident and requested they follow
up with the neighbor to check on
her well-being.

MCLEAN COMMUNITY CENTER (=2

Open ¢

Voting =,

Residents of Dranesville Small District 1A are encouraged to
vote for members of the MCC Governing Board.

1. in person (fill out a ballot at McLean
Community Center) or 2. by mail. If you prefer to vote by mail,
simply phone, send an e-mail, or fill out an online request form
to request ballots for members of your household. The
requested ballots will be mailed to your home.

Completed ballots must be received at MCC by
5 p.m. on Saturday, May 15.

703-790-0123, TTY: 711
elections@mcleancenter.org
mcleancenter.org/
hallot-request-form

- —1

- Advertising options to
reach your local market.

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

1
Call 703.778.9431 or Email

- advertising@connectionnewspapers.com TWO PO O R T EAC H E RS

- PRINT & DIGITAL Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

P e — 1

‘.,,«.-preu|ua1auun"s"

* Electrical (ELE) Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

. g 4 ¢ (ias Fitting (GFC) Since 1999
MO FR_‘ an-Ipm * Heating Ventilation and Air nothing until the job
T Conditioning (HVA) (2018 is complete for the
s -1 Angies list t17
e e Plumbing (PLB) SUPER SERVICE past 17 years

AWARD
¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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To ADVERTISE IN THIS PAPER, CALL BY MONDAY [1:00 aAM 703-778-9411

Announcements Announcements

Announcements Announcements

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER

IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

~$500 Off :

1

)

)

\  NO PAYMENTS&
| @) NO INTEREST
1 & UNTIL 2022

ofier. Other resinclions may apply. This
ealership & independenily swned and operaled
aanle[ those customess who qualfy See your dealer fo

"We make bathing safer

844-945-1 631

BATH &  Military & Senior

Inchudes producd and fabor, baihéub, shower or walkin fub and wall sumound. Thes WER

Discounts Available
promolion awr:l °(c"1eﬂalr -

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479
7Year Extended Warranty*

F R E A $695 Value!

Offer valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

request a quote, purchase,

Special Financing Available  "Toqua
tor with a cipating

install &

MR. WINDOWS

Window Washing &
Powerwashing

* Specializing in:
* Window Cleaning

* Soft Powerwashing
* Gutter Cleaning
PPE protocals followed

20 years experiernizz the community.

off

all services foFfirst time clients

(703) 447-8268

Sublectto Credit Approval dealer. Call fora tuII list of ns and conditions. For mmms
www.Mrwindowsinfo@
Announcements Announcements Meiindonalle s
Announcements Announcements Emplovment
Hiring NOW: poy
Send resume to AN ORGANIZED HﬂME Instructor of Information Tech
~— employment@ nology (Vienna, VA) Prepare &
Constructors GeoGonstructors.com Is n I-I Appv HOME deliver lectures to undergraduate
a TERRATEST Company

GeoConstructors Inc., provides customers with innovative solutions
to their foundation and grade challenges in VA, MD, DC, NY, NJ,
NC, SC and PA. We are hiring experienced:

Excavation Laborers with lagging experience
Skid Steer Operators ¢ Quality Control Production Inspectors

Heavy road travel with a trip home every other weekend.
Consistent overtime earnings, vacation, medical benefits,
per diem, travel pay+ 401K match. EOE

Announcements Announcements

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

+GUTTER
" PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% « 102
OFF OFF

PURCHASE MILITARY!

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

A= ¥ EEEE

TO THE FIRST 50
CALLERS ONLY!™

y 5% OFF

* h *

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET"
Promo Code: 285

1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

S CALL US TODAY FOR
‘. A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thu

1-877-614-6667

sat: Bam-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8

Add space to your kitchen and time to your busy schedule with ShelfGenie's
custom pull-out shelves installed in your existing cabinets

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH'

a neighboerly company

50% OFF

INSTALLATION'

Schedule Your FREE Design Consultation:

(866) 982-2260

Hours: Mon - Fri 9am-9pm, Sat 10am - 4pm EST

An expert is someone who knows some
of the worst mistakes that can be made
in his subject and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

back to 2008
are available at

http://connectionarchives.com/PDF

—
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on information technology. Eval-
uate students’ class work. Pre-
pare course materials. 40hrs/wk,
Bachelor’s degree in Information
Technology or related required.
Resume to iGlobal University LLC
Attn: CHO, Shane, 8133 Leesburg
Pike #230, Vienna, VA 22182

Legals

ABC LICENSE
CMC Falls Church Inc trading as CM
Chicken, 7121 Leesburg Pike Ste R2,
Falls Church, VA 22043. The above
establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVER-
AGE CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine and Beer
On and Off Premises & Mixed Beverage
Restaurant license to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages. Sean Kim. NOTE:
Objections to the issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC no later than 30
days from the publishing date of the first
of two required newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be registered at www.
abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Be a part of our:

Wellbeing pages, the first
week of every month.

Delight in our HomelLifeStyle
sections, the second week
of every month. Peek at the
top real estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top remodeling
projects, get practical
suggestions for your home.

Celebrate students, camps,
schools, enrichment
programs, colleges and
more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning,

Fun pages, the third week
of every month.

Senior Living, fourth week
of every month.

Questions?
E-mail sales@connection
newspapers.com or
call 703-778-9431

NEWSPAPERS

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM




NOW THRU APRIL 18
Blossoms Galore at Mosaic Gallery.

NOW THRU APRIL 17
Bluebells at Riverbend Park. At

CALENDAR

A new exhibit at the Torpe-

do Factory Artists @ Mosaic
gallery in Fairfax offers its own
interpretation of the beauty

of nature in a show titled “Art
Blossoms 2021”, featuring art-
ists from the Torpedo Factory
Artists’ Association. Additional-
ly, there’s a special cherry-blos-
som themed gift for purchasers
spending $200 or more. The
Torpedo Factory Artists @
Mosaic is a satellite gallery
sponsored by the Torpedo
Factory Artists’ Association,
and is located at 2905 District
Avenue, #105, Fairfax.

8700 Potomac Hills Street,
Great Falls. Celebrate the wild-
flowers with a week of fun,
family-friendly, safe activities.
Join them for hikes to learn more about all
the wildflowers that make their home along
the floodplains of the park and see the eagle’s
nest. Also visit the learning tables to create a
bluebell craft, meet some exhibit animals, and
learn about volunteer and camp opportunities
at the park. Preregistration is required for all
hikes and numbers will be limited to follow
safe social distancing guidelines. Call 703-
759-9018.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 14
(The) Unruly Theatre Project’s Virtual Improv

Show. 7 p.m. Sponsored by The Alden. Join
in (the) Unruly Theatre Project’s virtual
spring improv shows from the comfort of
your couch. You can register for one show
or as many as you like, but participants need
to register at least two hours in advance of a
show to see it. A Zoom link and password for
the show will be emailed to registrants. For
more information or to register, visit: www.
aldentheatre.org.

THURSDAY/APRIL 15
Virtual ‘80s Music Drag Bingo (Virtual). 7 p.m.

Sponsored by The Alden Theater, McLean
with Miss Fluffy Soufflé. Fluffy Soufflé takes
you back to the ‘80s! Part bingo, part drag
show, your music bingo card is made up of
songs, and instead of calling out numbers,
Fluffy plays music clips! Singing along and
‘80s-themed costumes encouraged. $10/$5
MCC tax district residents. One ticket per
bingo card. Zoom link and bingo cards will be
emailed separately.

FRIDAY/APRIL 16
Campfire Fridays. 7:30-9 p.m. At Lake Accotink

Park, 7500 Accotink Park Road, Spring-

field. Bring the whole family for an evening
devoted to the wonders of the natural world.
“Campfire Fridays” may include nature walks,
interactive activities, animal presentations

or other opportunities to learn about nature
and our place in it. Topics vary, but all the
programs include s'mores. These Friday night

WEEK IN VIENNA

Drive-thru Spaghetti

in Vienna

The Auxiliary to the Vienna Volunteer
Fire Department is hosting a “Drive-Thru
Spaghetti Dinner” fundraiser. The event
will be held on Saturday, April 24, from
4-8 p.m. in the back parking lot of the
fire department at 400 Center Street
South Vienna.

The delicious to-go dinner will include
spaghetti with Marinara sauce — with
or without meatballs, salad with Italian
dressing, roll and butter. Dinners will be
$10 each.

wwWw.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Drag Bingo on Thursday, April 15 at the Alden.

programs are designed for participants age
3 to adult. Cost is $12 per person. Call 703-
569-3464.

FRIDAY/APRIL 16

Musical Road Trip. 2-3 p.m. Via Zoom. Zoom off
to revisit classic songs and guess trivia about
different USA destinations with Benjamin
Pernick, Music Therapist, Musical Comedy
Actor, and Award-Winning Comedy Film Di-
rector. Funded by the Friends of Burke Centre
Library. Register at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
library to receive Zoom link.

APRIL 16-17

Spring Nesting. At Sully Historic Site, 3650
Historic Sully Way, Chantilly. Spring has
sprung and the birds are singing! Spruce up
your house décor with an egg-cellent art idea.
Register your family for the “Spring Nesting”
program and learn how to create colorful
birds’ eggs using the wet felting technique.
Place them in a natural nest to bring a little
springtime into your home. This program is
for a family or pod of up to four people, ages
5 to adult. The 45-minute programs at Sully
Historic Site run at 10 a.m., 1 p.m. and 2
p.m. on Friday, April 16, and at 10 a.m. on
Saturday, April 17, 2021. The cost is $20 per
family. Call 703-437-1794.

SATURDAY/APRIL 17

Spring Fling Fundraiser. 1 p.m. Shu-Chen Cuff,
choreographer and artistic director, will be
the guest speaker at the Springfield-Annan-
dale Virtual Spring Fling fundraiser. Ms Cuff
is a ballet teacher, performer, and owner of
the Gin Dance Company. She will discuss her
background as well as the style of ballet and
modern dance used by her company. There
will be some video of performances. Tickets
are through Eventbrite at the following link:

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/spring-
fling-enriching-lives-through-dance-tick-
ets-144259729735 To obtain tickets by
check, send an e-mail to aauwspringfieldan-
nandale@gmail.com

Dinner’ to Be Held

Reserve your pick up time on line
when you place your order. Place orders
on the website at: www.vvfd.org .
Pre-orders only will be accepted, and
must be placed by 5 p.m. on Thursday,
April 22, 2021. Monies raised will go
toward purchasing lifesaving equipment
for the community.

Order today at www.vvfd.org to
reserve your dinners and help the fire
department.

For questions, contact joanie@vvfd.
org.

pBTUSINESS™
DIRECTORY
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CaLL 703-549-0004

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

K&D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated

Recessed Lighting

Ceiling Fans

Phone/CATV

Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades

Hot Tubs, etc...

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

lektrkman28@gmail.com

- Quality Tree Service -

& Landscaping

- Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.
i R’ Summer Cleanup...
. Tree removal, topping & pruning, ,,
shrubbery trimming, mulching, =
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls, =
Ay y  drainage problems, ete. %

m 25 years of eperienne - Free estimates -
= 703-868-5358 >

A 24 Hour Emergency ;
Tree Service

e’ ke

Land! Drail Landscape Drail

Q ProDrainage

Eca-FrW.}'-Lands;:ape Df-aimg!' Experfs
F Patios, g Walls & More
Your Neighbarhood Company since 19671
703-772-0500 www.Prodrainage.com

WA, Licansed Class A Contracior

<

Drainage, Erosion, L

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS, COM/SUBSCRIBE

Hitting The Nail
On the Head

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

What are all these “Toe Nail Clipper” emails |
receive nearly every day? And how do these senders
know that I'm actually the perfect recipient. Toe nail
clippers and cuticle trimmers have been the bane of
my existence going back as far as | can remember.
And as recently as | care to mention, these two ac-
cessories have been front and center on my bedside
table, in a drawer in my living room coffee table,
in my car’s console/glove box and in any suitcase/
overnight bag | take with me out of town. The fact
of what has been the matter with me is that | bit my
nails and trimmed my cuticles constantly, not out of
appearance but due apparently, to some undiag-
nosed mental condition, according to family and
friends who were subjected to my relentless pursuit
of whatever ailed me.

The constant gnawing and “cuticlizing” of my
nails drove my parents nearly around the bend.
Whatever they tried, which was not professional
help, couldn’t stop the train, so to speak. Unfortu-
nately, they weren't alive to see me stop. What joy
they would have felt for this change. Exultation. Un-
fortunately, the change occurred quite by accident
and with no intent of mine. What happened was
that | was diagnosed with cancer, rather than make
me a nervous wreck about my original “terminal”
diagnosis, and bite my nails for a good reason, I just
stopped, and it's been over twelve years now. | still
haven’t been to a manicurist, but I no longer scoff
at the suggestion. And though neither of my parents
lived to see me stop biting my nails, they also both
died before learning about my lung cancer diagno-
sis, for which | was extremely grateful.

Aside from the obvious reason why my mother
would have been upset about her “baby” being di-
agnosed with lung cancer was the fact that through-
out my childhood, my mother smoked four packs
of Chesterfield Kings every day. Then suddenly, she
stopped, cold turkey, the coldest you can imagine.
It happened in the early 60s when the anti-smoking
campaign about the association between smoking
cigarettes and lung cancer began in earnest in this
country. From that point forward, my mother never
wavered in her commitment. There were no more
cigarettes and she lived to age 87, almost, when she
died from natural causes, not cancer.

Oddly enough, it was her non-smoking son,
yours truly, who was diagnosed with lung cancer,
part of an ever increasing percentage (upwards of
25% most recently) of non-smokers so diagnosed.
Whether second hand smoke or environmental
exposure to certain chemicals, the numbers of lung
cancer patients who were non-smokers has been
steadily increasing. And in a fortuitous twist of fate,
it was this increase specifically in the number of
non-smokers being diagnosed with cancer which
led to a huge increase in research funding. Funding
which has spawned an increase in the numbers of
drugs approved by the FDA which have directly af-
fected my treatment and subsequent survival. Now
what percentage of nail-biters are diagnosed with
cancer, | can't say.

But this hyper-targeted email campaign - which
features almost daily emails from people who are
on a first-name basis with me and | them, according
to their sender’s name, is remarkable in its having
reached a prime candidate, and one with a history
of having used imperfect and/or failed implements
for this very purpose. If anybody would appreciate
the possibilities of this product, the relief it might
provide, it would be me. If my mother were alive to-
day, I'm sure she’'d agree, nobody ever bit their nails
more than | did. That's how | learned the meaning
of the word “quick: “the soft-tender flesh below the
growing part of a fingernail or toenail.”

With all the self-consciousness | endured while
nail-biting (and the visual condition of my fingers as
aresult), | wish | could take credit for having figured
out the underlying cause, or had found a topical
solution and/or a hypnotic suggestion that would
help me stop. But I didn’t. Apparently, the cancer
made me stop, and not even consciously. To quote
the late B.B.King: “The thrill is gone.”

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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8 JD CALLANDER *

Direct: (703) 606-7901 #1 Agent Companywide

Office: (703) 821-1025 Top 1% Realtors Nationwide
JDCallander@gmail.com NVAR 90+ Million Dollar Sales Club

www.newNOVAhome.com #1 Virginia Agent 2020 - NEWSWEEK

JD Sold More Homes Last Year
1in 22101 Than Any Other Agent!

‘Weichert=y

REALTORS  SSaSw

1 ==
LK s
1437 Brookhaven Drive, McLean

#8 “EXQUISITE and GORGEOUS* 4BR/3 full bath home in
W the heart of McLean! This beautiful home features sparkling
hardwood floors on the main level; gourmet kitchen with new

- lighting (’20) and newer double oven and gas range. Updated
: bathrooms; large screened-in porch off kitchen - perfect for
entertaining! Spacious family room w/ inviting stone frpl and
== built-in bookshelves; wonderful owner’s suite with walk-in
closet & luxury bathroom; 2 fireplaces & 1-car garage. This

= - =1 beautiful, secluded/private location includes wooded views &
A WSS is next to Pimmit Run Park! Moments to downtown McLean

— — and easy access to Beltway/DC! McLean HS pyramid!
Offered for...$1,099,00 2 ' =

. — 1566 Great Falls Street, McLean
£x L .. *FABULOUS* 4BR/4.5 BA colonial home on 3
PN levels with a loft in sou%ht-aﬁer Hunting Ridge
location! This beautiful home includes wonderful
gourmet kitchen with brand new stainless steel
a%pliances; freshly painted: refinished hardwood
oors; lovely deck off the kitchen - perfect for
entertaining; large LL rec room with new carpeting,
plus guest room, full bath and storage; gorgeous own-
S R er’s suite with luxury bath featuring quartz counters,
e ' — separate shower and soaking tub: L}‘pper level laund%; 6800 Fleetwood Road #518

Offere d for...$1,299,000 2-car garage; super location - McLean HS pyrami Mcé:::,g%%lOl
A 6904 Lupine Lane, McLean '

*SPECTACULAR* 6BR/6 full and 2 half bath
colonial home on 3 finished levels located on OVER
an ACRE in sought-after Parkview Hills location in

McLean! Featuring approximately 9500 finished
square feet, this expansive home includes marble
entrance foyer and sparkling refinished hardwood
floors. Freshly painted; island kitchen with granite
counters & stainless steel appliances; great room plus s
sun room and office. Huge walkout lower level: 7029 Santa Maria C

' : gorgeous owner’s suite. Close to Scott’s Run and the McLean, 22101
Offered for...$2,599,000 Potomac River! Langley High School pyramid! $1,572,763

&5
f J = . i \ ﬂ

Y- T*'-f fl
405 Park Avenue 479 Hampton Court 1814 Fallbrook Lane 307 N. West Street 809 Balls Hill Road
Falls Church City, 22046 Falls Church City 22046 Vienna, 22182 Falls Church City, 22046 McLean, 22101
$1,625,000 $515,000 $899,000 $1,325,000 $1,399,000

We’re seeing multiple contracts with escalations! Call to chat with JD today!
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