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O
ne by one, 68 names 
were read as Alexan-
dria paid tribute to its 
local fallen and miss-

ing in action service members as 
part of the May 31 Memorial Day 
observance at the Captain Rocky 
Versace Plaza and Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial in Del Ray.

The Plaza, named for Medal of 
Honor winner and Vietnam POW 
Humbert Roque “Rocky” Versace, 
was the site of the ceremony that 
included a wreath laying by mem-
bers of Versace’s West Point class of 
1959.

“We have to recognize our fall-
en heroes along with our serving 
heroes,” said Tim Waters, a 32-
year Army veteran who attended 
the ceremony with his wife Tracy. 
“My father was a Vietnam veteran 
and always taught me that it was 
those before us that led our lives 
so we have to remember and hon-
or them.”

The West Point Alumni Glee 
Club opened the ceremony with 
the National Anthem followed by 
the Pledge of Allegiance led by 
members of the St. Rita American 
Heritage Girls Troop 1381. Bugler 
Lt. Col Steve Tracy (ret) closed the 
ceremony with Taps.

Family members of Alexan-
dria’s fallen attended the ceremo-

ny, standing near the Gold Stars 
etched in marble as the names of 
each of the fallen were recited. A 
photo exhibit of each of Alexan-
dria’s’ fallen Vietnam veterans was 
on display.

The Rocky Versace Plaza and 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial was 
dedicated in July of 2002 in front 
of the Mount Vernon Recreation 
Center, not far from where Versace 
grew up. With less than two weeks 
remaining in his second tour of 
duty, Versace and his unit were 
ambushed by the Viet Cong in the 
Mekong Delta. The story of his he-

roics that day and during his time 
in captivity as a Prisoner of War re-
sulted in Versace posthumously be-
ing awarded the Medal of Honor.

Newly unveiled signage at the 
plaza tells the story of Versace’s he-
roics, a collaborative effort of the 
Friends of Rocky Versace and the 
City of Alexandria.

“Remembering and honoring 
those who have served is an ex-
tension of military service,” Wa-
ters added. “We have to remember 
those who gave us these freedoms 
and I think too many have forgot-
ten that.”

The Potomac 
Yard Park in-
teractive wa-

ter fountain opened 
for the summer May 
29 and will oper-
ate through Oct. 15. 
Outdoor pools op-
erated by the City 
of Alexandria will 
be open June 26 
through Sept. 6.

Located between 
Potomac Yard Park’s 
two playgrounds 
at 2501 Potomac 
Ave., the interactive 
fountain features 36 
water jets with pro-
grammed sequenc-
es and lighting for 
nighttime effects. For 
added public safety, 
the fountain features 
a secondary ultraviolet water 
treatment system. Shoes must 
be worn while using the foun-
tain, which is open daily from 
10 a.m.-9 p.m.

The City’s three outdoor 
pools will provide scheduled 
programming and opportunities 
for recreational open swim and 
lap swimming at the following 
locations: Old Town Pool (1609 
Cameron St.); Memorial Pool 
at Charles Houston Recreation 
Center (901 Wythe St.); and 
Warwick Pool (3301 Landover 

St.)
For a complete list of City 

pools, operating hours, fees, 
and entry requirements, visit al-
exandriava.gov/Aquatics.

The Department of Recre-
ation, Parks and Cultural Activ-
ities is now hiring lifeguards, 
pool operators, water safety 
instructors, swim team coaches, 
front desk leaders and manag-
ers on duty. Positions start at 
$15.12 per hour and higher. Ap-
ply at alexandriava.gov/Jobs.

–Jeanne Theismann

‘Tis the Season
City opens pools, 
interactive water fountain.

Children play in the new Potomac Yard Park interactive 
water fountain. Located at 2501 Potomac Ave, the fountain 
is open now through Oct. 15

The interactive water fountain at Po-
tomac Yard Park features 36 jets with 
programmed lighting sequences.
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West Point classmates and Special Forces colleagues of Rocky Versace salute following the May 31 
Memorial Day wreath laying at the Captain Humbert “Rocky” Versace Plaza and Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Del Ray.

Home of the Brave
Remembering the fallen on Memorial Day.

Friends of Rocky Versace organizer Kevin Rue, Rocky Versace’s sis-
ter-in-law Curtis Versace, and Rocky Versace West Point classmates 
Tom Boyle, Mart Lidy, Powell Hutton and Jack Bohman gather 
following the May 31 Memorial Day ceremony at the Captain Rocky 
Versace Plaza and Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
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Democrats Decide

McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but 
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria, 
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our 
Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Old Town | $1,498,000
Fabulous renovated 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath home with a welcoming porch features hardwood floors, light-filled 
rooms, handsome built-ins, and a wood-burning fireplace. Sparkling white kitchen with high-end appliances and 
quartz countertops adjoins the spacious family room with custom shelving, long window seat, and glass doors 
open to the large patio and garden area. Lovely primary suite with spa-like bath. The expansive lower-level rec 
room is a wonderful casual area with a workspace, Murphy bed, and full bath. One off-street parking space.
Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421
www.BabsBeckwith.com

George Washington Park | $1,050,000
Beautiful 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath colonial home. Large 
upper level primary bedroom with en-suite bath. 
Brick terrace, den/sunroom and great location! Walk 
to dining, shopping and all the fun in Rosemont, Old 
Town, and Del Ray! 509 Braxton Place
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

OPEN SAT 6/5 & SUN 6/6, 1-3PM

Beverley Hills | $919,000
Gorgeously updated, 3-bedroom, 2-bath beauty. 
Separate living & dining rooms. Renovated kitchen 
adjacent to large family room with built-ins. Spacious 
upstairs bedrooms & updated baths. Large patio for, 
beautiful garage & a Finnish sauna! 3601 Norris Place
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

OPEN SAT 6/5, 12-2PM

Braddock Heights | $995,000
4-bedroom, 4-bath classic home with 3,500+ SF of 
living space. Brand-new Kolbe windows are among 
recent updates that include a new roof, fence, circuit 
board, and dual heat/AC units. Privately sited across 
from a nature conservancy. 800 W Timber Branch Pkwy 
Robin Arnold 703.966.5457
www.robinsarnoldsells.com

Old Town/The Jamieson | $950,000
Rare offering of a gorgeous 1,900+ SF, one-level, high-
end residence with panoramic DC view and hotel-like 
amenities in the vibrant Carlyle neighborhood. Blocks to 
King St Metro & Whole Foods. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
& 3 garage parking spaces. 2050 Jamieson Ave. #1215 
Meiling Yang 703.944.8403 
www.MyTopAgent.com

Old Town | $868,000
Circa 1840, this semi-detached townhouse offers 
original hardwood floors, custom millwork, plantation 
shutters, 2 wood-burning fireplaces, and a renovated 
stainless kitchen. Lower-level family room/office and 
half bath. Lovely private patio. 309 North Pitt Street  
Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421
www.BabsBeckwith.com

Bearings North | $233,000
Adorable & super affordable, light-filled, 1-bedroom, 
1-bath, top-floor condo in a tight-knit community 
surrounded by amenities galore! Superior access to 
restaurants, shops, the waterfront, & the biking/walking 
trails along the river. 719 S. Saint Asaph St. #306
Genevieve Moorhouse 703.401.5902
www.GenevieveMoorhouse.com

Canal Way | $999,000
With 4 inviting floors of living space & a charming 
enclosed patio garden, this updated & meticulously 
maintained, 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath home has something 
for everyone. The family room with beamed ceiling and 
fireplace is adjacent to the kitchen. 1138 N Pitt Street
Donna Cramer 703.627.9578 
www.DonnaCramer.com

OPEN SUN 6/6, 2-4PM

OPEN SUN 6/6, 2-4PM OPEN SUN 6/6, 2-4PM
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Voters will be selecting Democratic nominees for governor, lieutenant governor and attorney general in 
the June 8 primary.

News

See Democrats, Page 9

By Michael Lee Pope
The Connection

T
he June 8 primary will 
determine the direction 
of the Democratic Party 
in Virginia at a critical 

time, when the commonwealth is 
emerging from the pandemic and 
trying to recast itself as something 
other than a party in opposition to 
former President Donald Trump. 
Opposition to the former president 
helped Democrats claim the trifec-
ta — all three statewide offices, 
the House of Delegates and the 
state Senate. Now they’ll be facing 
a Republican ticket that has racial 
diversity, gender diversity and geo-
graphic diversity.

“We have the momentum, en-
ergy, and grassroots organization 
to send good, solid Republicans to 
Richmond,” said Rich Anderson, 
chairman of the Republican Party 
of Virginia. “And we’re going to 
fight harder than ever to ensure we 
do just that.”

Democrats head into Election 
Day likely to nominate white males 
from Northern Virginia as gover-
nor and attorney general, while 
the election for lieutenant gov-
ernor remains wide open. Voters 
could end up selecting a Democrat-
ic ticket that is three white males 
from Northern Virginia. That’s one 
of the reasons why Gov. Ralph 
Northam attempted to tip the 
scales by endorsing Del. Hala Aya-

la (D-51) for Lieutenant Governor, 
a Democrat from Prince William 
County who identifies as an Af-
ro-Latina-Lebanese-Irish woman. 
Campaign finance records show 
she’s struggled to raise as much 
money as Del. Sam Rasoul (D-11) 
or Del. Mark Levine (D-45).

“Establishment Democrats clear-
ly think that Hala Ayala is going to 
be the better candidate in the gen-
eral election,” said Quentin Kidd, a 
political science professor at Chris-
topher Newport University. “But 
that doesn’t mean that she would 
be, and that doesn’t mean that 
she’ll win the Democratic primary.”

AT THE TOP of the ticket is the 
race for governor. Former Gov. Ter-
ry McAuliffe has an outsized lead 
in the polls and the fundraising, 
although it’s extremely rare for a 
former governor to decide to seek 
a non-consecutive term. It hasn’t 
been done since 1973, when for-
mer Gov. Mills Godwin was elected 
to a second non-consecutive term 
after a four-year absence from 
the Executive Mansion. In his first 
term, Godwin was a Democrat. 
But eight years later, he switched 
parties and became a Republican 
during a time when both parties 

were experiencing an identity cri-
sis.

“I was moved to run [again] 
because I love this state,” Godwin 
said in 1973 during a campaign 
speech in Southwest Virginia. “And 
I don’t want the liberal left to take 
over the state and lead us down 
the path of ruin, and I don’t think 
you do either.”

Now, almost half a century later, 
the Virginia Democrats are facing a 
different kind of identity crisis. Do 
they want to return McAuliffe to 
power at a time when Democrats 
control the General Assembly, or 
give the nomination to a new gen-
eration? Supporters of Sen. Jenni-
fer McClellan (D-9) point to her 
long record of service in the House 
and Senate, noting that she’s been 
in Virginia politics much longer 
than any other candidate including 
McAuliffe. Her campaign issued a 
fact-check after Del. Jennifer Car-
roll Foy (D-2), who served one full 
term in the House before resign-
ing to run for governor, repeated-
ly called herself “one of the most 
effective legislators in Virginia his-
tory.”

“Jenn McClellan is the most ex-
perienced and effective candidate 

Democrats Decide
Voters to determine direction of party in June 8 primary.

More Election Coverage
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/news/2021/may/20/con-
vention-done-primary-ahead/
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/news/2021/apr/15/run-
ning-second-command/
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Democrats 
On the Ballot June 8
In order as they appear on the ballot
Some voters will also have a 
delegate race on their ballots.

Governor

Terry McAuliffe Jennifer McClellan Jennifer Carroll Foy

Lee Carter Justin Fairfax

Lieutenant Governor

Hala Ayala Sam Rasoul Andria McClellan

Sean Perryman Mark Levine  Xavier Warren

Attorney General

Jay Jones Mark Herring

McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but 
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria, 
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our 
Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Old Town | $1,498,000
Fabulous renovated 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath home with a welcoming porch features hardwood floors, light-filled 
rooms, handsome built-ins, and a wood-burning fireplace. Sparkling white kitchen with high-end appliances and 
quartz countertops adjoins the spacious family room with custom shelving, long window seat, and glass doors 
open to the large patio and garden area. Lovely primary suite with spa-like bath. The expansive lower-level rec 
room is a wonderful casual area with a workspace, Murphy bed, and full bath. One off-street parking space.
Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421
www.BabsBeckwith.com

George Washington Park | $1,050,000
Beautiful 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath colonial home. Large 
upper level primary bedroom with en-suite bath. 
Brick terrace, den/sunroom and great location! Walk 
to dining, shopping and all the fun in Rosemont, Old 
Town, and Del Ray! 509 Braxton Place
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

OPEN SAT 6/5 & SUN 6/6, 1-3PM

Beverley Hills | $919,000
Gorgeously updated, 3-bedroom, 2-bath beauty. 
Separate living & dining rooms. Renovated kitchen 
adjacent to large family room with built-ins. Spacious 
upstairs bedrooms & updated baths. Large patio for, 
beautiful garage & a Finnish sauna! 3601 Norris Place
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

OPEN SAT 6/5, 12-2PM

Braddock Heights | $995,000
4-bedroom, 4-bath classic home with 3,500+ SF of 
living space. Brand-new Kolbe windows are among 
recent updates that include a new roof, fence, circuit 
board, and dual heat/AC units. Privately sited across 
from a nature conservancy. 800 W Timber Branch Pkwy 
Robin Arnold 703.966.5457
www.robinsarnoldsells.com

Old Town/The Jamieson | $950,000
Rare offering of a gorgeous 1,900+ SF, one-level, high-
end residence with panoramic DC view and hotel-like 
amenities in the vibrant Carlyle neighborhood. Blocks to 
King St Metro & Whole Foods. 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, 
& 3 garage parking spaces. 2050 Jamieson Ave. #1215 
Meiling Yang 703.944.8403 
www.MyTopAgent.com

Old Town | $868,000
Circa 1840, this semi-detached townhouse offers 
original hardwood floors, custom millwork, plantation 
shutters, 2 wood-burning fireplaces, and a renovated 
stainless kitchen. Lower-level family room/office and 
half bath. Lovely private patio. 309 North Pitt Street  
Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421
www.BabsBeckwith.com

Bearings North | $233,000
Adorable & super affordable, light-filled, 1-bedroom, 
1-bath, top-floor condo in a tight-knit community 
surrounded by amenities galore! Superior access to 
restaurants, shops, the waterfront, & the biking/walking 
trails along the river. 719 S. Saint Asaph St. #306
Genevieve Moorhouse 703.401.5902
www.GenevieveMoorhouse.com

Canal Way | $999,000
With 4 inviting floors of living space & a charming 
enclosed patio garden, this updated & meticulously 
maintained, 3-bedroom, 3.5-bath home has something 
for everyone. The family room with beamed ceiling and 
fireplace is adjacent to the kitchen. 1138 N Pitt Street
Donna Cramer 703.627.9578 
www.DonnaCramer.com

OPEN SUN 6/6, 2-4PM

OPEN SUN 6/6, 2-4PM OPEN SUN 6/6, 2-4PM
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News

See Remembering, Page 11

See Biden, Harris, Page 14

By Eden Brown
The Connection

D
eanna Muir sat with her 
husband, Daniel, her 
arm draped around the 
headstone of her brother, 

Travis Staats, the way a sister does, 
casually affectionate. Staats was a 
casualty of the Iraq and Afghan-
istan wars. It was Memorial Day 
2021 in Arling-
ton National 
Cemetery, and 
the poignancy 
of this grave of 
a man born in 
1987 and dead 
before age 30 
was not lost on 
other visitors, 
who looked 
over and saw 
the family’s 
grief, still 
fresh, of Staats’ 
death in 2015. 

He started out as a sniper in 
the U.S. Marines, serving in both 
theaters, and then joined the U.S. 
Army hoping to make it to the 
Green Berets. “He was always 
looking for the next challenge,” 
said his sister. “He wanted to go as 
high as he could.” 

SPC Staats was a combat engi-

neer on a bomb squad, clearing a 
road of IEDs in Nangarhar Prov-
ince in Afghanistan on November 
26, 2011. The intelligence they 
had was sometimes right and 
sometimes wrong, and as Staats 
himself said, “sometimes the IED 
would be just an inch off of where 
it was supposed to be.” That was 
the day Staats’ luck ran out. 

But Staats didn’t die in Afghan-

istan. He took his own life, four 
years later, after returning to the 
U.S. to recover from the bombing 
of his Hummer. After feeling the 
full impact of his tours in the war 
zone, struggling with depression 
and PTSD, he was unable to ask 
for help, either because he was 
afraid to ruin his military record, 

or because as a man, he thought 
he should be able to handle this 
himself. 

He left behind a wife, two tod-
dlers, his sister, his family. None of 
them suspected he was suicidal. All 
of them had talked to him a day or 
two before he died, even the night 
he died, and he was upbeat and as 
always, the one in the family ev-
eryone turned to for strength and 

a positive at-
titude. “He 
was the least 
likely person 
to do this,” 
said Deanna. 
“We had no 
idea.”

Staats tells 
about the 
day he was 
injured in 
a National 
Geographic 
Eyewitness 
War episode 

called “Bomb Squad Boom.” His 
Go-Pro follows the bomb squad as 
he tells his story — a young, confi-
dent, even humorous realist. “The 
route we were clearing led from 
our base, and had a lot of traffic 
from the base that was headed 
out to other areas; our job was 
route clearance so everyone else 

Remembering Travis Staats in Arlington National Cemetery
Since 2006, there has been an 86 percent increase in 
suicide rates among 18-34 year old male veterans.

Deanna and Daniel Muir spent Memorial Day at her brother’s 
grave in Arlington Cemetery. Travis Alan Staats, who had served in 
Afghanistan and Iraq, died in 2015. He tells about the day he was 
blown up in a video called “Eyewitness War, Bomb Squad Boom.” 
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By Jeanne Theismann
The Connection

 

P
resident Joe Biden hon-
ored the nation’s fallen 
military during a visit to 
Arlington National Cem-

etery May 31, marking Memori-
al Day by placing a wreath at the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier.

The president was joined by first 
lady Jill Biden, Vice President Ka-
mala Harris and second gentleman 
Doug Emhoff in the dedication to 
deceased service members whose 
remains have not been identified. 
Defense Secretary Lloyd Austin 
and Mark Milley, chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff, were also in 
attendance.

Following the wreath laying, 
Biden gave his first Memorial Day 
address as Commander-in-Chief.

“This nation was built on an 
idea, the idea of liberty and oppor-
tunity for all,” Biden said. “We’ve 
never fully realized that aspiration 
of our founders, but every gener-
ation has opened the door a little 

wider. We owe the honored dead ... 
our full best efforts to perfect the 
Union for which they died.”

Due to ongoing COVID-19 pre-
cautions, the assembled crowd was 
sparse and restricted to invited 
guests.

“Generation after generation of 
American heroes are signed up to 
be part of the fight because they 

“Travis didn’t want to lose his job and 
his means to support his family. He 
loved his job and wanted to continue in 
the service. So he didn’t get the help he 
needed. We should make sure you don’t 
get penalized for seeking help.”

— Deanna Muir, sister

On Hallowed Ground Biden, Harris mark 
Memorial Day in Arlington.

“We owe the 
honored dead ... 
our full best ef-
forts to perfect 
the Union for 
which they died.”

— President Joe Biden 
at Arlington National 

Cemetery May 31

Rory Mogle, 9, with sisters Norah, 7, and Sarah, 10, mark Memorial Day with a visit to Section 60 of 
Arlington National Cemetery where their great grandfather, Captain Silas Johnson, is buried. John-
son served in World War II, Korea and Vietnam.
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using the road stayed safe.” But it 
was dangerous work, and Staats 
notes in the video that every time 
he went out “I knew in my head I 
might not come back.” 

His sensitivity about his role 
comes through when he also ex-
plains the Taliban in that area 
were there to kill U.S. personnel. 
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Remembering Travis Staats in Arlington National Cemetery
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His sensitivity about his role 
comes through when he also ex-
plains the Taliban in that area 
were there to kill U.S. personnel. 

A
nyone in Alexandria 
who’s been reading 
the paper, walking 
around the neigh-

borhood, or checking their 
mail has seen the huge wave 
of political activity leading up 
to the June 8 democrat prima-
ry. There are thirteen demo-
cratic city council candidates, 
and we get six votes! It’s over-
whelming to do the research 
and figure out who to vote for.

A group of local Alexandria 
women set out to help, and 
launched the “Liberally So-
cial” podcast as a way to get to 
know candidates – like actual-
ly get to know them, socially 
- via zoom interviews. Over 
the course of a few weeks this 
spring, they interviewed all 13 
democratic city council candi-
dates and released the chats as 
45 minute podcast episodes. 
The self-proclaimed “nerd 
fun” covers fun get-to-know-

Local Alexandria Women Start Podcast 
To Interview City Council Candidates

you questions like “Where’s your 
favorite ice cream in Alx?” and 
more serious political questions 
like “How can we reduce carbon 
emissions in our city?”

Sandy Marks, the group’s lead 
emcee and organizer, explains 
how it started and what the group 
is trying to accomplish: “The last 
four years have really shaken an 
already really informed elector-
ate awake to the impact of not 
just what our leaders vote for, 
but who elected decision makers 
are as people. And with a 13-way 
race - just among the Democrats! 
- for six seats on the City Council, 
we knew it would take a different 
kind of format to really get at the 
heart of who these people are and 
what kind of Democrats they are. 
Now more than ever, people take 
their candidate choices really se-
riously and want to be informed 
— it’s just a matter of the time and 
energy they have to devote in this 
particular moment. 

A listen-at-your-own-pace 
podcast party with bite-
sized episodes, hosted by the 
smartest Alexandrians I know 
seemed like a really fun and 
doable way for people to study 
up on the candidates. 

And it’s working—we hear 
from candidates and voters 
every day that the podcast is 
shaping their ballot decisions. 
People like to laugh and they 
like to be in-the-know. And 
we’re helping with both.”

So if you’re interested in a 
different way to get to know 
these candidates before voting, 
give “Liberally Social” a listen. 
Available everywhere you get 
your podcasts, like Spotify and 
Apple: tinyurl.com/Liberally-
SocialSpotifytinyurl.com/Lib-
erallySocia Apple

Marta Schantz
Co-Host of Liberally Social

Alexandria
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See Hopkins House, Page 8

See June Is, Page 7
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D
emocratic primary vot-
ers in the 45th House of 
Delegates District (parts 
of Alexandria, south Ar-

lington and Mount Vernon) will 
choose their nominee for Delegate 
on Tuesday, June 8. I am endorsing 
Elizabeth Bennett-Parker because I 
need a partner in Richmond who 
will be an effective and collabora-
tive Delegate. 

Elizabeth has done the hard, 
often thankless work that makes 
government work for the people. 
Whether it’s working with wom-
en re-entering society, delivering 
transportation solutions as chair 
of the Virginia Railway Express 
(VRE) Board, or on the City Coun-
cil where she helped formulate 
the city’s thoughtful pandemic 
response, particularly regarding 

food insecurity, Vice Mayor Ben-
nett-Parker has already delivered 
real results in the 45th district and 
earned the respect of those who 
work with her.

Vice Mayor Bennett-Parker’s 
personal, impactful record of re-
sults is the product of her atten-
tive, forward thinking approach to 
leadership. You will rarely hear her 
take credit for these accomplish-
ments because she is already on to 
the next pressing issue, listening 
to those she represents and dog-
gedly fighting for their interests. 
This is reflected throughout her 
campaign, which has charted out 
a path to more affordable health-
care, resilient local infrastructure, 
and stronger educational opportu-
nities for every student.

The elected officials who know 

the candidates best are joining 
me in supporting Elizabeth Ben-
nett-Parker. She is endorsed by an 
array of local officials including 
former 45th District Delegates Rob 
Krupicka and Marian Van Land-
ingham; Alexandria City Council 
Members John Taylor Chapman, 
Del Pepper and former Council 
Member Tim Lovain; former Mayor 
Bill Euille; Arlington County Board 
members Katie Cristol, Libby Gar-
vey, and Matt de Ferranti; Mount 
Vernon Supervisor Dan Storck and 
other community leaders like for-
mer Alexandria NAACP president 
Christopher Harris, former Fairfax 
Democratic Chair Dan Lagana and 
Former Virginia Deputy Education 
Secretary David Temple. These 
leaders know what it takes to be 
effective in Richmond and believe 

Elizabeth to be an outstanding 
choice.

I know Elizabeth will continue 
to work hard for the people she 
represents, as she does in her cur-
rent position as Alexandria’s Vice 
Mayor, and be a strong, effective 
advocate for the progressive val-
ues of the 45th House District. I am 
respectfully asking 45th District 
voters to join me in voting for Eliz-
abeth Bennett-Parker on or before 
June 8. She is the dedicated leader 
this district deserves, and the effec-
tive partner I need in Richmond to 
deliver meaningful results for the 
people of Alexandria, Arlington 
and Mount Vernon. 

 
Adam Ebbin

Member, Senate of Virginia
Alexandria

Ebbin: Bennett-Parker Is Best Choice for Delegate

Dear Editor:
Earlier last month, Hopkins 

House invited candidates running 
for public office in the 2021 Dem-
ocratic Party primary elections for 
the City of Alexandria to respond 
to a survey on early childhood and 
education issues. Both mayoral 
and council candidates were invit-
ed and all 15 responded.

A committee, composed of Hop-
kins House trustees, staff, and 
volunteers, received the survey 
responses and provided a summa-
ry analysis of the extent to which 
the responses from individual 

candidates aligned with the orga-
nization’s public policy positions 
on early care and education in the 
city.

Hopkins House thanks and con-
gratulates all candidates running 
for Alexandria Mayor and City 
Council for illustrating that early 
childhood education is a priority. 
We also recognize Canek Aguirre, 
Sarah Bagley, John Chapman, Al-
yia Gaskins, Kevin Harris, Kirk 
McPike, and Meronne Teklu for 
submitting answers that illustrat-
ed support for and understanding 
of all six public policy priorities 

championed by Hopkins House.
The summary analysis is being 

shared with the public and media. 
We encourage you to use this and 
other resources to educate yourself 
around these important public pol-
icy issues, consider which candi-
dates most closely align with your 
own views around these issues, 
and vote in the June 8 primary 
election.

Read the full analysis: https://
w w w. h o p k i n s h o u s e . o r g / a s -
sets/1/7/2021-_Anaysis_of_Prior-
ities_of_Alexandria_Political_Can-
didates.pdf

Elizabeth Partoyan
Board Secretary, on behalf of 
the Hopkins House Trustees

Early Childhood and Educa-
tion Public Policy Priorities of 
Mayoral and Council Candidates 
Running in 2021 Alexandria City 
Democratic Party Primaries

While Hopkins House does not 
engage in partisan politics, we do 
however seek to educate the public 
about the public policy positions of 
candidates running for political 

 Hopkins House Shares Public Policy Priorities and Candidates in Support

Citing the facts that June is 
the single deadliest month 
of the year when it comes 

to teen driving and that summer’s 
arrival also ushers in that contig-
uous period (May - August) when 
the greatest number of U.S. teen 
traffic deaths occur [i], a Wash-
ington-metropolitan area alcohol 
education group is urging parental 
involvement to combat both teen 
drinking and drunk driving this 
summer.

Washington Regional Alcohol 
Program (WRAP) is providing area 
parents of teens with “Ten Tips 
for Prevents to Prevent Underage 
Drinking” (which are available as 
a downloadable and or printable 
pdf at wrap.org/tips2021.pdf). 
WRAP’s ten annual summer tips, 
designed to inform Greater Wash-
ington parents on how best to de-
ter teen drinking during the dan-
gerous summer months, include:

June Is the Deadliest Month for Teen Drivers
Parental involvement urged to prevent underage drinking this summer.

Understand the Dangers…
Drinking underage not only in-
creases the chances of dependen-
cy later on in life but also leads to 
short and long-term consequences 
as well as leading to other risky be-
haviors.

Know the Law…The District of 
Columbia, Maryland and Virginia 
all have zero-tolerance laws, mak-
ing it illegal to consume, possess or 
purchase alcohol under the age of 
21.

Be a Role Model…Parents should 
be role models to their teens and 
make sure their own behaviors are 
appropriate. Use alcohol moder-
ately, serve as a responsible host 
and never drink and drive.

Know your Liability…In most 
cases, its unlawful for parents to 
allow their children’s friends to 
consume alcohol in their home. 
Parents or adults may face crimi-
nal charges later on if these same 

“friends” are involved in a crash.
“In 2019, an average of four-doz-

en teenagers died in U.S. motor 

vehicle crashes every single day 
during the summer months (May 
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Letters to the Editor

June Is the Deadliest Month for Teen Drivers
– August),” said WRAP President Kurt Erick-
son. “For too many parents, unfortunately, 
summer’s unstructured time may also be a 
deadly time for their teenage children and 
their friends.”

In 2018, 24-percent of young drivers (ages 
15 to 20 years old) killed in U.S. crashes had 
been drinking (with a blood alcohol concen-
tration [BAC] level of 0.01 grams/deciliter 
or higher according to the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration). That same 
year, nearly one-in-five (19%) young driv-
ers killed in U.S. traffic crashes has a BAC of 
0.08 g/dL or higher.[ii]

According to the 2020 Monitoring the 
Future survey sponsored by the National 
Institute on Drug Abuse, alcohol remains 
the “substance most widely used by today’s 
teenagers.” 

In addition, the most recent national sur-
vey of adolescent drug use reports increases 
in binge drinking amongst all three surveyed 
age groups (8th, 10th and 12th grade stu-
dents).[iii]

In addition to its tips for parents to deter 
underage and drunk driving this summer, 
WRAP also encourages parents to be aware 

of social networks which their children use. 
Party promoters often prey on youth via so-
cial media sites and by promising a good 
time and access to alcohol for a fee, accord-
ing to WRAP.

“Make no mistake about it, parents play 
an integral role in when and if their children 
drink alcohol,” said Erickson. “These tips are 
simply meant to reinforce their efforts to fos-
ter a healthy and safe summer for them and 
their teenage children.”

Founded in 1982, the nonprofit [501(c)
(3)] Washington Regional Alcohol Program 
(WRAP) is a coalition of diverse interests us-
ing effective education, innovative programs 
and targeted advocacy to end alcohol-im-
paired driving and underage drinking in the 
Washington, DC metro area. 

Through public education, innovative 
health education programs and advocacy, 
WRAP is credited with keeping the met-
ro-Washington area’s alcohol-related traffic 
deaths historically lower than the national 
average. WRAP, however, may best be known 
to area residents via the organization’s popu-
lar free safe ride service for would-be drunk 
drivers, SoberRide®. For more information, 
visit WRAP’s web site at www.wrap.org.

On Council’s 
Action on School 
Resource Officers

To the editor:
The principal problem with the city coun-

cil’s 4-3 vote against continuing to provide 
the Alexandria City Public Schools with 
school resource officers is that it usurps the 
elected school board’s primary responsibil-
ity for maintaining order and discipline in 
the schools. A case can be made that school 
resource officers are not the best way to 
achieve this objective, but that is the elect-
ed school board’s -- not the city council’s 
-- responsibility to make that decision. For 
decades, the city council has properly de-
ferred to the school board’s judgment and 
provided the police resources the school 
board requested. Before voting to continue 
utilizing school resource officers, the school 
board listened to parents, students, and oth-
er community stakeholders and adopted a 
compromise arrangement. 

Schools which do not maintain order and 
discipline are poor learning environments 
where, sooner or later, test scores suffer. Vot-
ers will hold their school board responsible 
for the direct and visible outcome of poor 
academic performance -- not its less visible 
potential cause rooted in poor discipline re-
sulting from no longer having on-site school 
resource officers.  The city council’s 4-3 vote 
against school resource officers saddles the 
elected school board, which is responsible 
for academic performance, with an unfair 
burden by tieing its hands in matters of 
school security and safety. 

The school board’s request to continue 
funding for school resource officers was 
not unanimous, so instead of taking out the 
funding for school resource officers, the city 
council should have continued the funding 

through some date in February 2022 to al-
low the voters to decide, when they vote 
for school board members this November, 
whether school resource officers should be 
continued. The city council should have 
made funding beyond that February date 
contingent upon a request by the newly 
elected school board. 

Decades ago, when the school board was 
appointed by the city council, it would have 
been appropriate for the city council to over-
ride the school board’s request, but for sev-
eral decades Alexandria has had an elected 
school board due the deference of a co-equal 
elected body. The city council should not 
treat the elected school board as if it were 
still a city council-appointed board, like the 
Traffic and Parking Board or the Board of Ar-
chitectural Review, whose recommendations 
and determinations the city council can and 
has overriden. Instead of substituting four 
city council members’ judgment for that of 
the elected school board, the city council 
should allow the voters to decide, when they 
vote for the next school board in November, 
how the matter of school resource officers 
should be handled. 

Dino Drudi
Alexandria

Supporting 
Mark Levine for 
Lieutenant Governor

The rising sea levels on the shore contin-
ue to pose a real threat to our community. 
We need effective leadership in Richmond 
that will tackle the threat of climate change 
head-on, and not continue to give lip ser-
vice to our concerns. And that is why I am 
supporting Delegate Mark Levine for Lieu-
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Hopkins House Shares Public Policy 
Priorities and Candidates in Support
office and the extent to which those positions align 
with Hopkins House’s early childhood education pub-
lic policy priorities – with the goal to encourage voter 
participation in public elections.

Founded in 1939, Hopkins House operates educa-
tion enriched preschool academies for infants and 
children, summer discovery camps for adolescents, 
and a college and career development institute for 
teens and adults, that help build the foundation for 
21st century achievement and success in the new 
global economy.

Hopkins House’s mission is to provide high quality, 
high impact educational programs and learning op-
portunities to children, youth, and their families, re-
gardless of income, to help them achieve, in measur-
ably effective ways, their full intellectual, economic, 
and social potential.

Early care and education programs have been hard 
hit by the economic impact of the coronavirus, also 
known as COVID-19, pandemic. As such, there has 
never been a more important moment for our local 
leaders to come together in support of the early edu-
cation, safe-keeping, and well-being of the youngest 
members of our community.

Since the onset of the pandemic, 60% of childcare 
providers in Virginia have closed; some temporarily 
and others permanently. Families with young children 
face high childcare costs; those who are eligible for 
government childcare tuition assistance are often un-
aware or struggle to access those benefits; and, early 
childcare educators — who are most often women of 
color — suffer subsistence wages, long working hours, 
high stress, and considerable responsibility.

Public investment in childcare is critical not only to 
working parents and childcare professionals, but also 
to the economy. 

Alexandria cannot repair the economic wounds 
caused by the pandemic — and cannot build back eq-
uitably — without a thriving and stable early child-
hood education system. The city’s economic base de-
pends on workers who, in turn, depend on childcare 
providers to keep their young children safe, learning, 
and developing.

This is an important moment in the life of the city, 
perhaps the most important moment in recent histo-
ry. This is Alexandria’s chance to build a public policy 
foundation for a strong and robust childcare system 
that endures, draws employers to our city, and leads 
with equity.

With this in mind, Hopkins House developed a sur-
vey and invited all the candidates running in the 2021 
primary for Mayor and City Council in the City of Al-
exandria to respond. Both mayoral candidates and all 
thirteen candidates for City Council responded.

The Hopkins House Public Policy & Advocacy Com-
mittee reviewed and analyzed the responses to de-
termine how each candidate’s public policy positions 
align most closely

with those held by Hopkins House:
v Support for increasing Alexandria’s public invest-

ment in early childhood education programs;
vSupport for Alexandria’s investment in attracting 

and retaining high quality early care and education 
professionals;
v Commitment to ensuring that all children in Al-

exandria have access to high quality early care and 
education;
vAn understanding of the importance of early care 

and education to Alexandria’s families and the city’s 
economy;
vAn understanding of the value of a research-based 

early care and education curriculum; and,
vA focus on improving racial and social equity in 

early childhood education and throughout the educa-
tional continuum.

The fact that every candidate running for political 
office in the upcoming primary, along with the overall 
tenor of their survey responses, is clear and undeni-
able indication that investing in early childhood ed-
ucation is a shared priority of most candidates. It is 
the obligation of voters to hold those elected to office 
accountable for delivering on their promises.

Read the full analysis at https://www.hopkins-
house.org/assets/1/7/2021-_Anaysis_of_Priorities_
of_Alexandria_Political_Candidates.pdf

The charts included summarize each candidate’s 
responses to the Hopkins House survey. Also included 
are response highlights. Each candidate that submit-
ted answers that clearly illustrate support and under-
standing of the individual public policy issues listed 
above received a gold star in the table below.

We encourage you to use these tools to educate 
yourself around these important public policy issues, 
consider which candidates most closely align with 
your own views around these issues, and vote in the 
June 8 primary.

Read the full analysis: https://www.hopkinshouse.
org/assets/1/7/2021-_Anaysis_of_Priorities_of_Alex-
andria_Political_Candidates.pdf

Letters to the Editor

tenant Governor. Mark has been a 
champion for creating policies to 
address recurrent flooding and has 
made strides in the House of Dele-
gates to combat climate change on 
a larger scale.  

Since his first day in office, Mark 
has fought for what we need. From 
working towards reaching zero 
carbon emissions by 2045 through 
the Virginia Clean Economy Act to 
introducing a carbon cap and trade 
program to comply with the Re-
gional Greenhouse Gas Initiative. 
These are the changes we need in 
the Lieutenant Governor’s office.

Mark will continue to be a voice 
for all Virginians. We need an ad-
vocate in this position to address 

climate change now, and Delegate 
Mark Levine will be the leader to 
address our concerns thus far. I 
hope you join me and others across 
Virginia in voting Mark Levine for 
Lieutenant Governor in the up-
coming Democratic primary. For 
more on Mark and his campaign 
visit: www.LevineforVirginia.com. 

Alistair Watson 
Arlington

 
Alistair Watson is a rising Senior at 

Goucher College  and is an Arlington 
native. He is Secretary of the Aurora 
Highlands Civic Association, Delegate 
on the Civic Federation, and constit-
uent of Delegate Mark Levine. He 
attended Claremont, Gunston, and 
Wakefield.

Taxation 
without 
Representation

Our 2021 elections in Virginia are 
awash in money, coming from both 
sides of the aisle. To-date, according 
to the Virginia Public Access Project, 
candidates running for Governor 
have raised over $30 million.

Spending by Republicans in antic-
ipation of their recent Convention 
totaled over $10 million, with two 
candidates, Youngkin and Synder 
lending their campaigns an aggre-
gate $11 million.

Enough is enough. Citizens in 
Alexandria and around the States 

See Letters, Page 14
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Democrats Decide
for governor. Full stop,” said Del. 
Kathy Tran (D-42). “As a delegate, 
I’ve seen the difference between 
legislators who lead when the 
going gets tough and those who 
don’t. Jenn McClellan is a leader 
who lifts up all Virginians.”

THE RACE FOR lieutenant gover-
nor is the race that will determine 
the missing third of the statewide 
Democratic ticket. Sam Rasoul 
has raised and spent more money 
than any other candidate, a nota-
ble achievement considering he 
refuses to take money from special 
interest PACs or lobbyists. During 
a televised debate on WJLA last 
week, anchor Dave Lucas asked if 
Rasoul believed he could represent 
Virginians of all faiths. The tele-
vised question caused a firestorm 
because Rasoul is Muslim, and the 
question employed anti-Muslim 
tropes.

“Sadly, this isn’t what Virgin-
ians are wanting to hear about,” 
said Rasoul. “They’re wanting to 
hear about how we’re going to im-
prove access to their health care, 
about broadband issues, how we 
are going to safely get kids back in 
school.”

WJLA eventually apologized, 
calling the question “inappropriate 
and disrespectful.” Meanwhile, Ra-
soul picked up new endorsements 
and gained a ton of free publicity. 
But he wasn’t the only candidate to 
seize on a moment from the WJLA 
debate. When the candidates were 
asked if critical race theory should 
be taught in Virginia classrooms, 
former Fairfax NAACP president 
Sean Perryman seized the moment 
to explain that the law-school con-
cept wasn’t being taught in K-12 
classrooms.

“Critical race theory is not even 
being taught in our schools,” said 
Perryman. “It’s a Republican dog 
whistle where anything they dis-
agree with is critical race theory.”

ATTORNEY GENERAL Mark Her-
ring is the only statewide incum-
bent seeking reelection. He’s be-
ing challenged by Del. Jay Jones 

(D-89). Herring was the town at-
torney in Lovettsville and served 
on the Loudoun County Board of 
Supervisors before being elected 
to the state Senate in a 2006 spe-
cial election after Attorney General 
Bob McDonnell appointed Sen. Bill 
Mims (R-33) chief deputy attorney 
general.

Herring was elected attorney 
general in 2013, and he’s now seek-
ing a third term in office. During 
his time as attorney general, he 
created a new Office of Civil Rights 
as well as a new conviction integ-
rity unit and a new worker protec-
tion unit while also reorganizing 
the consumer protection section. 
He opposed Virginia’s ban on gay 
marriage, fought against Trump’s 
Muslim ban, and overturend Re-
publican gerrymandering in the 
United States Supreme Court.

“I’ve transformed the job into 
a progressive powerhouse,” said 
Herring. “I have proven that I can 
win even the biggest fights.”

Jones was first elected in 2017, 
part of the first Democratic wave 
that began the transformation of 
the House of Delegates. 

Since that time, he’s been seen 
as a rising star in the party. Jones 
says it’s time to hand the office 
to the next generation, and as an 
African-American man he says he 
would be able to bring his lived 
experience into conversations 
about criminal justice reform and 
equity. During a televised debate, 
he avoided answering questions 
about a bill he introduced that 
would have allowed predatory 
lenders to charge 350 percent 
interest — a point of distinction 
that provides contrast with Her-
ring, who worked with lawmak-
ers to pass the Fairness in Lending 
Act. Jones never withdrew his bill 
which died in committee, although 
he ended up voting for the bill that 
Herring supported.

“The attorney general knows 
that he and I supported the exact 
same bill,” said Jones. “I was hap-
py to work with Delegate Bagby, 
the chair of the Legislative Black 
Caucus, who has endorsed my 
campaign.”

With this in mind, Hopkins House developed a sur-
vey and invited all the candidates running in the 2021 
primary for Mayor and City Council in the City of Al-
exandria to respond. Both mayoral candidates and all 
thirteen candidates for City Council responded.

The Hopkins House Public Policy & Advocacy Com-
mittee reviewed and analyzed the responses to de-
termine how each candidate’s public policy positions 
align most closely

with those held by Hopkins House:
v Support for increasing Alexandria’s public invest-

ment in early childhood education programs;
vSupport for Alexandria’s investment in attracting 

and retaining high quality early care and education 
professionals;
v Commitment to ensuring that all children in Al-

exandria have access to high quality early care and 
education;
vAn understanding of the importance of early care 

and education to Alexandria’s families and the city’s 
economy;
vAn understanding of the value of a research-based 

early care and education curriculum; and,
vA focus on improving racial and social equity in 

early childhood education and throughout the educa-
tional continuum.

The fact that every candidate running for political 
office in the upcoming primary, along with the overall 
tenor of their survey responses, is clear and undeni-
able indication that investing in early childhood ed-
ucation is a shared priority of most candidates. It is 
the obligation of voters to hold those elected to office 
accountable for delivering on their promises.

Read the full analysis at https://www.hopkins-
house.org/assets/1/7/2021-_Anaysis_of_Priorities_
of_Alexandria_Political_Candidates.pdf

The charts included summarize each candidate’s 
responses to the Hopkins House survey. Also included 
are response highlights. Each candidate that submit-
ted answers that clearly illustrate support and under-
standing of the individual public policy issues listed 
above received a gold star in the table below.

We encourage you to use these tools to educate 
yourself around these important public policy issues, 
consider which candidates most closely align with 
your own views around these issues, and vote in the 
June 8 primary.

Read the full analysis: https://www.hopkinshouse.
org/assets/1/7/2021-_Anaysis_of_Priorities_of_Alex-
andria_Political_Candidates.pdf

Taxation 
without 
Representation

Our 2021 elections in Virginia are 
awash in money, coming from both 
sides of the aisle. To-date, according 
to the Virginia Public Access Project, 
candidates running for Governor 
have raised over $30 million.

Spending by Republicans in antic-
ipation of their recent Convention 
totaled over $10 million, with two 
candidates, Youngkin and Synder 
lending their campaigns an aggre-
gate $11 million.

Enough is enough. Citizens in 
Alexandria and around the States 

See Letters, Page 14

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork wel-
come. Deadline is Thursday at noon, 
at least two weeks before the event.
 
JUNE 28 TO JULY 2
Media-Savvy Digital Movie Makers. 

Historic Alexandria has created 
unique virtual programs for rising 
6th through 9th graders. Cost is 
$130 per week, which includes dai-
ly live virtual instruction from 10-
11:30 a.m. and additional activities 
to complete outside of class. Create 
your own commercial for good! 

Participants will learn about media 
and its influence in our life through 
a tour of the Stabler-Leadbeater 
Apothecary Museum’s collections, 
then use their media-know-how to 
create a Public Service Announce-
ment on a topic of their choosing. 
From crafting a powerful message 
to storyboarding to digital movie 
tips, everyone will be prepared to 
create an amazing PSA of their 
own that will be featured during 
the final session. Scholarships 
available. To register and get addi-
tional information, visit Alexandri-
aVa.Gov/Shop. 

 

Bulletin Board
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Entertainment

By Hope Nelson
Gazette Packet

A tasting tour of Del Ray, a 
beer garden with all the fix-
ings and – get ready – yoga 

with cats. June is shaping up to 
start the summer season off right. 
Here are some of the city’s best 
bets in the food-and-drink world 
this month.

Taste of Del Ray, 
June 4-6

Del Ray’s famous food festival 
is back – in a pandemic-friendly 
way. The Taste of Del Ray event 
is switching things up a bit this 
year, extending to a weekend-long 

format and routing 
orders through the 
restaurants them-
selves rather than 

via a central hub of offerings. But 
through it all, the sentiment re-
mains: The neighborhood’s best 
and brightest restaurants are on 
display for all to taste, with a menu 
for everyone at the ready. Evening 
Star Café, Hops n Shine, Spice 
Kraft, Stomping Ground – more 
than a dozen eateries are on offer, 
just waiting for you to give them a 
try. Online registration is $5.

Cat Yoga at Mount 
Purrnon Cat Café, June 6

Yoga. Cats. Yoga AND cats? May-

be it won’t be quite the relaxing 
yogic experience you’re used to, 
but it will certainly be entertain-
ing. Mount Purrnon is offering its 
first ever Cat Yoga event on June 6. 
Haven’t found your enlightenment 
yet? No problem. This yoga class is 
open to all experience levels. (The 
cats will teach you all you need to 
know.) 11 a.m.-noon. $25. 

North Payne Beer Garden, June 12 
Rocket Frog Brewing is teaming 
up with The Loop Coworking to 
bring the beer garden ambiance to 
Old Town. This month, the reggae 

will be pumping, the Soul Rebel 
food truck will be on hand to dish 
up some food and, of course, the 
beer will be flowing. Can’t make 
it this month? The beer garden 
will be going strong once a month 
through September, so mark your 
calendar for June 12, July 10, 
Aug. 7 and Sept. 25. Noon-6 p.m. 
$10 includes entrance and a beer..

Hope Nelson is the author of “Clas-
sic Restaurants of Alexandria” and 
owns the Kitchen Recessionista blog, 
located at www.kitchenrecessionista.
com. Email her any time at

hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Dates to Circle in June

Appetite

NOW THRU JUNE 27
Timeless Tradition. 12-4 p.m. At 

The Athenaeum, 201 Prince 
Street, Alexandria. The copyist 
program at the National 
Gallery of Art offers a unique 
opportunity for artists to study 
the techniques of old masters 
through intimate study in the 
galleries. This exhibit pres-
ents the work of members of 

this program 
alongside a 
color photo of 
the original 
and an artist’s 

statement explaining why the 
work was chosen and what was 
learned through copying. Visit 
the website: www.nvfaa.org

MAY 25 TO JUNE 27
Birds of a Feather. Potomac Fiber 

Arts Gallery announces the 
opening of its  juried show  
“Birds of a Feather, which 
opens on May 25, 2021 and 
runs through June 27, 2021. 
The birds are back, and they 
are celebrating. Themed work 
will be eligible for recognition 
by the jurors. Non-themed 
work may  also be exhibited. 
Visit the website: http://tor-
pedofactory.org/visit/

CYCLEBOATS TO BEGIN 
OPERATION
Potomac Paddle Club is a pontoon 

pedal boat or “Cycleboat” in 
the nation’s capital region 
that will begin service from 

Old Town beginning May 28. This 
social adventure is the perfect way 
for friends to hop between wa-
terfront locations and take in the 
sights. Passengers will be able to 
take a cruise from Old Town to Na-
tional Harbor and back. Boats will 
dock at Old Town’s Waterfront Park 
behind the Torpedo Factory. Visit 
www.PotomacPaddleClub.com.

JUNE 1 TO AUG. 31
Creative Summer Programs is a series 

of workshops exploring the arts. 
Learn techniques in painting, 
sculpture, collage, mixed media, 
sketching, and more from local 
artists. Delve into your creative 
consciousness solo or with friends. 
Online and in-person, for chil-
dren and/or adults, free and paid 
programs are offered. Sign up for 
what inspires you! Held at Del 
Ray Artisans (2704 Mount Vernon 
Avenue, Alexandria VA) unless 
noted. Details: DelRayArtisans.org/
programs/creative-summer/

THURSDAY/JUNE 3
Secrets of D-Day. 7-9 p.m. Virtual. Dr. 

Kim Bernard Holien, U.S. Army 
Historian,

retired will discuss D-Day secrets, 
known and unknown. A ‘Rest of 
the Story’ presentation about the 
secrets that made the Allies victori-
ous on the ‘day of days’.

Website: https://zoom.us/webinar/
register/WN_c09H1FqNS8an-
HYIEwqpYrA 

THURSDAY/JUNE 3

“I Hear America Singing.” 5:30 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. At The Secret Garden 
of the Rectory, 711 Princess Street, 
Alexandria. The Secret Garden 
welcomes singers from the Choral 
Arts Society of Washington and 
Music Director Scott Tucker for 
a celebration of choral music by 
American composers, including 
a world premiere by B. E. Boykin 
celebrating Mary Church Terrell, an 
activist in the movements for civil 
rights and women’s suffrage, com-
missioned by Classical Movements. 
Visit the website: https://www.
classicalmovements.com/secretgar-
denconcerts/ 

THURSDAY/JUNE 3
First Thursdays in Del Ray. 6 p.m. 

Various locations in Del Ray in 
Alexandria. Held the first Thursday 
from April to September along 
Mount Vernon Avenue in the Del 
Ray neighborhood of Alexandria, 
First Thursday is a series of free 
outdoor street festivals that bring 
the community together around 
a fun theme, benefiting a local 
nonprofit.  

JUNE 3-5
Celebrate Pride Workshops. June is 

Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgen-
der and Queer (LGBTQ) Pride 
Month, and the Alexandria LGBTQ 
Task Force and Alexandria Library 
is hosting Celebrate Alexandria 
Pride Workshops online June 3-5.  
Twelve workshops will be offered 
over three days. Some workshops 
are creative and some are educa-

tional, but they all celebrate the re-
siliency and beauty of the LGBTQ+ 
community in Alexandria. 

FRIDAY/JUNE 4
D-Day’s Black Heroes. 12 p.m. Virtual. 

Linda Hervieux, Paris-based Amer-
ican journalist, photographer, and 
author of “Forgotten: The Untold 
Story of D-Day’s Black Heroes, at 
Home and at War,” the critically 
acclaimed story of D-Day’s only 
African-American combat soldiers, 
who were effectively written out of 
the history of the Norman invasion. 
Website:  https://zoom.us/webi-
nar/register/WN_WkYEcl8BRBSfQ-
g8EuaHEuA

FRIDAY/JUNE 4
Green Home and Garden Tour. 12-

1:30 p.m. Virtual.This virtual 
tour features homes with ener-
gy-efficient technologies, solar 
panels, and green renovations; 
watershed-friendly gardens, native 
plants, rain gardens, rain barrels, 
and edible landscaping; videos 
highlighting each location, Zoom 
breakout rooms where you can 
interact with tour hosts and other 
local experts. The suggested dona-
tion is $5 per household.

 
JUNE 4-6
12th Annual Taste of Del Rey.  At 

various restaurants in Del Ray, 
Alexandria. Top area restaurants 
are slated to participate in the 12th 
Annual Taste of Del Ray, which 
will shift to a take-out format from 
Friday, June 4 to Sunday, June 

6. Throughout the weekend, 
each participating restaurant 
will offer participants up to 
three select “tastes” for just 
$5 each. Restaurants are also 
encouraged to offer cocktail 
pairings to complement their 
dishes. Online registration is 
$5 and includes the exclusive 
menu of available tastes and 
specialty cocktails, plus a ballot 
for the People’s Choice Award. 
Website:  visitdelray.com.

 
JUNE 4-26
“The Naked and the Newt: Studies 

in Human and Herpeton Anato-
my” art exhibit explores human 
and animal bodies, investigat-
ing conceptions of anatomy, 
texture, and conservation with 
our partner, the Virginia Herpe-
tological Society (VHS). Special 
workshops taught by local 
artists and free talks by VHS 
are offered in conjunction with 
the theme. The exhibit runs 
June 4-26, 2021 at Del Ray 
Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount 
Vernon Avenue, Alexandria VA. 
Details at www.DelRayArtisans.
org/exhibits

SATURDAY/JUNE 5 
Garden Tools and Perennial 

Maintenance. 10-11 a.m. 
(16-Adults) Join horticultural-
ist Karen Rexrode outdoors for 
an educational walk through 
the gardens focused on peren-
nial maintenance and useful 
gardening tools to get the job 

Calendar
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Remembering Travis Staats in 
Arlington National Cemetery
As he narrates the story, his squad watched 
a Predator kill two Taliban insurgents who 
had been placing an IED on the road. 

“People say we are sick-minded, some 
people say we are crazy. But if the Preda-
tor hadn’t taken out the enemy, they would 
have gone on to put down another IED and 
kill us. You gotta tune your mind into things 
like this to help you cope.” The videos in the 
National Geographic series show how young 
these soldiers are, and how they carry on 
with the mission even when one of the hum-
mers blows up and their squad members are 
medevaced by helicopter.

That day, Staats thought he had a few 
minutes before they got to the IED the in-
telligence had indicated and they would de-
fuse, so he grabbed a meatloaf MRE (meals 
ready to eat) thinking, “Boy, this would be a 
terrible last meal!” That’s when his hummer 
went over an IED they didn’t know about. 
Staats sustained traumatic brain injuries 
and was hospitalized in Germany until he 
returned to the U.S. 

“He was never the same after the war ser-
vice,” said Deanna. But it was so subtle, no 
one noticed just how different he was. He 
recovered physically but mentally he was 
struggling. No one knew he was haunted by 
what he had seen and done in the war, by 
living every day on the edge. Staats 
was like many other war vets; he 
just didn’t talk about it. 

WHAT WOULD his sister want done 
differently for those returning with 
PTSD and mental health issues from 
Afghanistan and Iraq? 

“I’d definitely want to reduce the 
stigma of mental health issues,” 
she said.  “People think if you have 
mental health problems you are 
weak, or unfit. No one wants to talk 
about it. And the second thing is, I 
would make sure the returning mil-
itary get the counseling they need. 
Travis was scared of losing his secu-
rity clearance if he sought help for 
his emotional issues. He didn’t want 
to lose his job and his means to sup-
port his family. He loved his job and 
wanted to continue in the service. 
So he didn’t get the help he knew he 
needed. So we need to make sure 
you don’t get penalized for seeking 
help.”

An organization called Stop Sol-
diers Suicide reports over 114,000 
deaths by suicide of veterans since 
2001, and since 2006, there has 
been an 86 percent increase in sui-
cide rates among 18-34 year old 
male veterans.

Deanna and Daniel had another 
reason to visit the cemetery on Me-
morial Day. They are both in the Air 
Force. She is an Airman First Class 
who just finished basic training 
and has started her training as a 
photojournalist at Fort Meade; her 
husband has been in the Air Force 
about 8 years, and is a staff sergeant 

with a radio engineering and SATCOM back-
ground. 

They were separated for the pandemic, 
and now that they are both vaccinated, they 
were able to meet up in Washington for a 
long-awaited reunion.  He coached her long 
distance through Basic, took care of the dogs 
and her car, and she got through training 
and went to a graduation full of empty seats. 
He drove up from their home state of Geor-
gia to visit on this long weekend.  

The grief of an untimely death aside, they 
are looking forward to their careers in mil-
itary service as they also cherish the mem-
ory of Travis Staats. Serving their country, 
and honoring others who have served, is just 
part of who they are.

To hear and see Travis Staats talk about 
his time in Afghanistan, see “Eyewitness 
War,” streaming on Amazon. https://www.
amazon.com/Caught-Outside-the-Wire/
dp/B00ESB2M76/ref=sr_1_1?crid=X-
PQ78XECPCY7&dchild=1&keywords=eye-
w i t n e s s + w a r + f u l l + e p i -
sodes&qid=1622477734&s=instant-vid-
eo&sprefix=eyewitness+war+%2Cin-
stant-video%2C156&sr=1-1

To learn more about suicide among return-
ing soldiers, see: https://stopsoldiersuicide.
org/vet-stats

Old Town

Arts & Crafts Fair
Saturday, June 12

10 a.m.-6 p.m.

Waterfront Park, 1 Prince Street, 
Alexandria, VA 22314

Questions: 703-836-2176
mail@volunteeralexandria.org

The event is 
FREE to the public.

Food and 
Moonshine Cocktails Available

Hosted by Volunteer Alexandria for 40 
years, this event offers residents and 
visitors of all ages shop and browse 
the dozens of vendors. Art and crafts 
range from pottery and paintings to 
recycled jewelry and glass products, 
home & garden, clothing for people 
and pets, and much more. 

will be pumping, the Soul Rebel 
food truck will be on hand to dish 
up some food and, of course, the 
beer will be flowing. Can’t make 
it this month? The beer garden 
will be going strong once a month 
through September, so mark your 
calendar for June 12, July 10, 
Aug. 7 and Sept. 25. Noon-6 p.m. 
$10 includes entrance and a beer..

Hope Nelson is the author of “Clas-
sic Restaurants of Alexandria” and 
owns the Kitchen Recessionista blog, 
located at www.kitchenrecessionista.
com. Email her any time at

hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Dates to Circle in June
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Richard Rathborne Graham (Dick) Hobson, husband of Kath-
leen Stanton Hobson (Kay) passed away early in the morning on 
Sunday, May 23, 2021 in Alexandria, Virginia. By his side were 
his wife of 60 years, as well as all his children and one grandchild 
who gathered in person and by phone to share their great love 
for him.

Richard Hobson was born in Orange, New Jersey on July 28th, 
1931, to Robert Archer Hobson and May Hartley Carmichael. He 
spent his early years at the Hobson family farm “The Forest” and 
“The Forest Lodge” in Goochland County, Virginia before moving 
with his immediate family to Alexandria, Virginia in 1940 where 

he attended Ft. Belvoir and Douglas MacArthur Elementary Schools, George Washington 
High School and Episcopal High School. After graduating from Episcopal in 1949, he at-
tended Princeton University, as part of the school’s Navy ROTC unit. Following graduation 
from Princeton in 1953, he served three years as a Naval officer in the Atlantic Fleet and 
with the Naval Bureau of Personnel. He then attended Harvard Law School (Class of ’59), 
where he and three classmates won Harvard’s prestigious Ames Moot Court Competition. 
Dick remained deeply grateful for scholarship opportunities that enabled him to enjoy an 
extraordinary education and lasting friendships made at these institutions.

During his time at Harvard Law, Dick met and fell in love with Kathleen Pittman Stanton 
(Kay) of Grosse Ile, Michigan who was working in book publishing with Houghton Mifflin. 
Even in his last days, he beamed at telling the story of how their love was meant to be! 
They were married in Grosse Ile on December 10th, 1960 and lived in Boston for the first 
years of their marriage while Dick worked for Arthur D. Little management consulting. 
In 1962, they moved to his hometown of Alexandria where Dick was the ninth lawyer to 
join a great group of colleagues forming Bauknight, Prichard, McCandlish and Williams, 
a firm that later became Booth, Prichard and Dudley, and then later still McGuire Woods. 
In 1976, he was elected by the people of Alexandria to serve in Virginia’s House of Dele-
gates where he served two terms until 1980. Dick was a devoted and energetic servant in 
local and state politics and civic organizations through his life, including chairmanships on 
the Virginia and Alexandria Democratic Committees, President and Board Member of the 
Seminary Hill Civic Association, President and Board Member of the Alexandria Library 
Company, President of the Board of Directors of Different Drum School, Trustee of the 
Virginia Historical Society, Trustee of the Shenandoah Valley Battlefield Foundation, Inc. 
and a member of the American Law Institute and Lambda Alpha International global land 
economics society.

Faith in God was the foundation of his life and a driving force for his love and commitment 
to family and community. He was a dedicated and enthusiastic member of the Episcopal 
Church and active since the 1940’s at Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill where he served as 
Senior Warden and many terms on the vestry.  He was also a devotee of Shrine Mont, an 
Episcopal church retreat center in Orkney Springs, Virginia where he and Kay have en-
joyed an annual gathering of friends and family from the 1960’s to this day.

Richard is survived by his wife, Kathleen Stanton Hobson, their children, Richard R. G. 
Hobson, Jr. of Alexandria, Henry Lee Stanton Hobson and his wife Ann of Dallas, Texas, 
Anne Hartley Hobson Wensing and her husband Kevin of Alexandria, and Kathleen An-
nette Archer Hobson Davis and her husband Mark of Chagrin Falls, Ohio. Dick loved and 
was so proud of his eight grandchildren, Ann Blake Hobson, Kathleen Vaughan Hobson, 
Henry Lee Hobson, Madeline Stanton Davis, Jonathan Trey Hobson, Ava Kathryn Hobson, 
Anderson Miller Davis and Grace Hartley Hobson Wensing. Dick was the consummate 
family man and considered his family to be his most important legacy.
 
The family would like to thank Richard’s devoted caregivers, including Leslie Romero, 
Ishmail Kamara, Quinton Peacock and Prince Nti.
 
A memorial service was held on Wednesday, June 2nd at 3:00 p.m. at Immanuel Chapel, 
Virginia Theological Seminary, Alexandria, Virginia.

The family requests that in lieu of flowers donations may be made in Dick’s memory 
to two of his favorite communities: Immanuel Church-on-the-Hill and Shrine Mont.

Obituary Obituary
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Be a part of our: 

Wellbeing pages, the first 
week of every month. 

Delight in our HomeLifeStyle 
sections, the second week 
of every month. Peek at the 
top real estate sales, glimpse 
over-the-top remodeling 
projects, get practical 
suggestions for your home. 

Celebrate students, camps, 
schools, enrichment 
programs, colleges and 
more in our A-plus: 
Education, Learning, 
Fun pages, the third week 
of every month. 

Senior Living, fourth week 
of every month.

Questions? 
E-mail sales@connection 

newspapers.com or 
call 703-778-9431

LEGAL NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to members of the 
American Society of Clinical Oncology, Inc. 
and the Association for Clinical Oncology 
that their Annual Business Meeting will be 
held online on Tuesday, June 8 at 1:00 PM 
U.S. Eastern Time.  Members will be emailed 
a link to use to access the online Annual 
Business Meeting in advance of the event.  
Members with questions can email nicole.
medrano@asco.org  or call 571-483-1317. 
This notice is issued at the direction of the 
Boards of Directors of the American Society 
of Clinical Oncology and the Association for 
Clinical Oncology.

Legals

CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
FIRST HALF

2021 REAL ESTATE TAX, 
REFUSE FEE AND

 STORMWATER UTILITY FEE
 ARE DUE JUNE 15, 2021

The first half 2021 real estate tax, refuse fee and stormwater utility fee 
must be paid by June 15, 2021, to avoid late payment penalty and in-
terest.

Pay by credit card or eCheck on the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/
Payments. Real estate tax payments can also be mailed to City of Alex-
andria, PO Box 34750, Alexandria, VA 22334-0750.

Pay in person at the Treasury Division, City Hall, Room 1510, between 
8AM and 5PM, Monday through Friday. A drop box located on the Royal 
Street side of City Hall is available 24 hours a day. Payments must be in 
the drop box by midnight on June 15, 2021, to be considered on time.
   
Real estate tax information is available on the City’s website at alexan-
driava.gov/RealEstateTax. Under Additional Resources, the Real Estate 
Tax History and Payments link provides detailed tax balances and pay-
ments. 

For payment questions or to request a tax bill, please call the Treasury 
Division at 703.746.4800, or email payments@alexandriava.gov. For as-
sessment questions or to change a mailing address, please email real-
estate@alexandriava.gov.  For refuse fee questions, please call the Solid 
Waste Division at 703.746.4410. For stormwater utility fee questions, 
please call the Stormwater Management Division at 703.746.6499, or 
email stormwater@alexandriava.gov.

Legals Legals

ABC LICENSE
Tiny Market Inc trading as Tiny Market, 

6300 Stevenson Ave, Alexandria, VA 
22304-3576. The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL 
(ABC) for a Wine and Beer Off Premises 
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Nelly Cruz, owner. NOTE: 

Objections to the issuance of this license 
must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 

days from the publishing date of
the first of two required newspaper legal 

notices. Objections should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals

By Marilyn Campbell       
Gazette Packet       

     

A
s she experienced the emotions and uncer-
tainty around the coronavirus pandemic, 
Bracha Goetz turned to the tenets of her 
faith. As an Orthodox Jew, following the 

guidelines set forth in the Torah were already part of 
her daily life. As the outlook on COVID-19 begins to 
look more optimistic, Goetz says that she can reflect 
on the ways in which her faith helped safeguard her 
mental and emotional wellbeing. 

“The basis of Judaism is gratitude, and gratitude 
is essential for enjoying life, said Goetz, a Maryland 
based author of the book “Searching for God in the 
Garbage.” “When going through a difficult time, fo-
cusing on being grateful for just one thing can help 
to uplift us.” 

Like Goetz, more than a third of Americans say that 
the COVID-19 crisis strengthened their faith in a high-
er power and offered lessons from God, according to 
a report by Pew Research Center.  Practicing those be-
liefs during a crisis can help support mental and emo-
tional health and wellbeing. 

“Religious faith or belief in a higher power gives per-
sonal meaning, explanations for world events. They 
may help us make sense of suffering and distress from 
our experiences during the COVID-19 pandemic,” said 
Jerome Short, Ph.D. Associate Professor of Psycholo-
gy at George Mason University.  “Belonging to a faith 
community can offer support from other members 
and reassuring rituals that soothe our distress.” 

The presence of a higher power can help believers 
feel that they are not alone, says Brian Flanagan, Ph.D., 
Associate Professo r of Theology at Marymount Univer-

sity and author of the book, “Stumbling in Holiness: 
Sin and Sanctity in the Church.” “Christianity teaches 
us about a God who is present, even in the worst of cir-
cumstances,” he said. “But Christianity also proclaims 
a God who never abandons creation, and is present in 
our suffering in a way similar to that of a mother who 
suffers when her child is sick or hurting.”  

“Faith for me means trusting in a God who is close 
and not distant, and in a certain sense is closest to us 
when we most need divine comfort,” continued Flan-
nigan.  

Belief in a higher power has long been linked to im-
proved physical and mental health, such as a recent 
study by the Mayo Clinic. “Religious and spiritual prac-
tices are associated with greater life satisfaction, less 
anxiety and depression, and longer life,” said Short. 

The increase in the practicing of faith that occurred 
during the COVID-19 crisis offers religious leaders an 
opportunity to sustain that momentum. “We all got 
a huge push forward spiritually, as we have stopped 
taking so many things for granted that we may not 
have appreciated before,” said Goetz.  “Now that we 
have seen how many of the precious blessings in our 
lives can be gone in a moment, we have become more 
grateful people.”  

How a belief in a higher 
power helped some people 
cope with pandemic.

Faith Sustained Many 
During COVID-19 Crisis

Wellbeing

Bracha Goetz says that gratitude is the basis of 
her faith and has sustained her during the coro-
navirus pandemic.

Photos by Chaya Nejar Photography, Courtesy of Bracha Goetz  
Bracha Goetz, author of the book, “Searching for God in the Garbage”, believes that the 
pandemic offered an opportunity to reconnect with one’s faith. Here, she is reading to 
grandchildren.
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Be a part of our: 

Wellbeing pages, the first 
week of every month. 

Delight in our HomeLifeStyle 
sections, the second week 
of every month. Peek at the 
top real estate sales, glimpse 
over-the-top remodeling 
projects, get practical 
suggestions for your home. 

Celebrate students, camps, 
schools, enrichment 
programs, colleges and 
more in our A-plus: 
Education, Learning, 
Fun pages, the third week 
of every month. 

Senior Living, fourth week 
of every month.

Questions? 
E-mail sales@connection 

newspapers.com or 
call 703-778-9431
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Notice is hereby given to members of the 
American Society of Clinical Oncology, Inc. 
and the Association for Clinical Oncology 
that their Annual Business Meeting will be 
held online on Tuesday, June 8 at 1:00 PM 
U.S. Eastern Time.  Members will be emailed 
a link to use to access the online Annual 
Business Meeting in advance of the event.  
Members with questions can email nicole.
medrano@asco.org  or call 571-483-1317. 
This notice is issued at the direction of the 
Boards of Directors of the American Society 
of Clinical Oncology and the Association for 
Clinical Oncology.
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CITY OF ALEXANDRIA
FIRST HALF

2021 REAL ESTATE TAX, 
REFUSE FEE AND

 STORMWATER UTILITY FEE
 ARE DUE JUNE 15, 2021

The first half 2021 real estate tax, refuse fee and stormwater utility fee 
must be paid by June 15, 2021, to avoid late payment penalty and in-
terest.

Pay by credit card or eCheck on the City’s website at alexandriava.gov/
Payments. Real estate tax payments can also be mailed to City of Alex-
andria, PO Box 34750, Alexandria, VA 22334-0750.

Pay in person at the Treasury Division, City Hall, Room 1510, between 
8AM and 5PM, Monday through Friday. A drop box located on the Royal 
Street side of City Hall is available 24 hours a day. Payments must be in 
the drop box by midnight on June 15, 2021, to be considered on time.
   
Real estate tax information is available on the City’s website at alexan-
driava.gov/RealEstateTax. Under Additional Resources, the Real Estate 
Tax History and Payments link provides detailed tax balances and pay-
ments. 

For payment questions or to request a tax bill, please call the Treasury 
Division at 703.746.4800, or email payments@alexandriava.gov. For as-
sessment questions or to change a mailing address, please email real-
estate@alexandriava.gov.  For refuse fee questions, please call the Solid 
Waste Division at 703.746.4410. For stormwater utility fee questions, 
please call the Stormwater Management Division at 703.746.6499, or 
email stormwater@alexandriava.gov.

Legals Legals

ABC LICENSE
Tiny Market Inc trading as Tiny Market, 

6300 Stevenson Ave, Alexandria, VA 
22304-3576. The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL 
(ABC) for a Wine and Beer Off Premises 
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Nelly Cruz, owner. NOTE: 

Objections to the issuance of this license 
must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 

days from the publishing date of
the first of two required newspaper legal 

notices. Objections should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals

sity and author of the book, “Stumbling in Holiness: 
Sin and Sanctity in the Church.” “Christianity teaches 
us about a God who is present, even in the worst of cir-
cumstances,” he said. “But Christianity also proclaims 
a God who never abandons creation, and is present in 
our suffering in a way similar to that of a mother who 
suffers when her child is sick or hurting.”  

“Faith for me means trusting in a God who is close 
and not distant, and in a certain sense is closest to us 
when we most need divine comfort,” continued Flan-
nigan.  

Belief in a higher power has long been linked to im-
proved physical and mental health, such as a recent 
study by the Mayo Clinic. “Religious and spiritual prac-
tices are associated with greater life satisfaction, less 
anxiety and depression, and longer life,” said Short. 

The increase in the practicing of faith that occurred 
during the COVID-19 crisis offers religious leaders an 
opportunity to sustain that momentum. “We all got 
a huge push forward spiritually, as we have stopped 
taking so many things for granted that we may not 
have appreciated before,” said Goetz.  “Now that we 
have seen how many of the precious blessings in our 
lives can be gone in a moment, we have become more 
grateful people.”  

Faith Sustained Many 
During COVID-19 Crisis

Bracha Goetz says that gratitude is the basis of 
her faith and has sustained her during the coro-
navirus pandemic.
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LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Summer Cleanup...

Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Recently, I made the mistake of clicking on an 
email from an unfamiliar sender. It said “Membership 
Renewed,” as in money had been spent by yours 
truly. But I hadn’t spent any money renewing a mem-
bership that I knew of, and there is, I imagine, the 
axis on which some phishing scams are turning: By 
peeking your instinct to know where and what one’s 
money is doing. Maybe I forgot something? Maybe 
my wife, Dina, paid for something and forgot to 
mention it? Maybe, maybe, maybe - so I clicked. The 
email looked as if it had been sent by “Geek Squad” 
with whom I have a service contract so I called to 
inquire further about this ‘paid membership.’

The conversation began innocently enough. They 
confirmed my membership and seemed to have 
my pertinent data as well so I continued. When I 
couldn’t recall this money being spent - and they 
couldn’t tell me the last four numbers of the account 
which had been debited, I grew cautious, as I had 
been down this road once before. Nevertheless, I 
persisted. Since I had “Geeks” (or whomever, unbe-
knownst to me) on the phone, I figured I’d ask if they 
could fix a computer problem (no volume) and asked 
if the repair was covered by my service contract. 
They assured me that it was. And so, I gave them 
access to my computer so they could address the 
problem remotely. After computer fits and starts, and 
curious delays, they confessed that they were unable 
to fix the problem. So, and here it is, the hook: since 
they were unable to fix my computer, they wanted to 
refund me the ‘membership’ fee. That was excruciat-
ingly familiar so I knew it was time to exit stage right.

What had happened to me previously is that I 
didn’t get out soon enough. I didn’t know then what 
I know now so I agreed to the refund and gave them 
the last four of my account, and sure enough they 
electronically deposited the money into my checking 
account (or so it appeared. I later learned that no 
actual money had ever been transferred). However, 
they made a mistake, they said. They deposited 
$3,000 instead of $300. They apologized profusely 
at their mistake and requested that I pay them back 
$3,000, which I thought was odd; why not just 
withdraw the money the same way they deposited 
it? They said they couldn’t and I needed to pay them 
back. When I refused to follow their directions on 
how to pay them back (again, since they couldn’t 
withdraw the money/stop payment, whatever), by 
getting cash and then going to a Western Union 
office and sending it back that way, I knew I was 
hooked. Then they threatened to disable my com-
puter unless I paid them back exactly as I had been 
instructed. Then they erased all the icons on my 
desktop as a last attempt to coerce me to pay up. At 
this point, it had been nearly two hours since I made 
first contact, and I could see/feel where the conver-
sation was going, so I risked it and hung up. Sure 
enough, my computer was wiped clean and locked. 
I couldn’t access anything. The next day, I called 
Best Buy and explained the problem and how it had 
happened. They suggested I bring in my computer 
tower for an analysis. Within a day, they had identi-
fied the problem and offered a solution. They could 
unlock my computer, no problem, but the computer 
would have to be reset to the way it was when I first 
bought it. It wasn’t a total disaster as most data was 
retrievable. As “The Three Stooges” would have said: 
“It wasn’t a total loss.”

This recent caller was once again leading me 
down the garden path. A path which would have 
ended at a rabbit hole into which me and money 
would have disappeared. The caller tried desperately 
to keep me on the line. I said I was at work and had 
to go. I told him I didn’t expect the call to last so 
long and I promised to call him back. He had access 
to my computer - remotely, so I was afraid he could 
cause similar computer trouble as had happened 
before under eerily similar circumstances. He con-
firmed - so he thought, that I had his phone number 
and so I hung up, cautiously optimistic that I hadn’t 
earned his wrath. I never called him back but for the 
next four hours, he called me back several times, a 
number from Los Angeles. I never answered, obvi-
ously. If I had I might not be pleased with myself.

Nearly 
Nicked

On Hallowed Ground
understand the truth that lives in every 
American heart: that liberation, opportunity, 
justice are far more likely to come to pass 
in a democracy than in an autocracy,” Biden 
said. “These Americans weren’t fighting for 
dictators, they were fighting for democracy. 
They weren’t fighting to exclude or to en-
slave, they were fighting to build and broad-

en and liberate.”
Following the ceremony, the Bidens made 

a visit to Section 12, one of the primary buri-
al locations of service members killed over-
seas and repatriated to the United States 
after World War II and the Korean War. 
More than 400,000 service members are en-
shrined at Arlington National Cemetery.

Arlingtoncemetery.mil

From Page 8

Letters to the Editor

recognize the need to address the two sides of 
the coin of getting big money out of politics 
through: 1) federal action to introduce a con-
stitutional amendment to address the 40 years 
of wrong Supreme Court rulings,

including the 2010 Citizens United ruling 
which led to an explosion in election spending, 
and 2) getting it right in Virginia, one of only 
5 states which has no limitations on campaign 
finance contributions. Yet bills introduced over 
the years in our legislature limiting campaign 
finance contributions always die.

Let’s face it. Incumbents like their money. In 
the House of Delegates, the third largest fund-
raiser is Alexandria’s own Delegate Charniele 
Herring. We appreciate her votes on democra-

cy related bills and criminal justice reform. But 
we don’t understand why she rakes in the mon-
ey, currently estimated at nearly $500,000, 
with $125,000 received from Dominion Ener-
gy.  Meanwhile, her constituents, members of 
America Promise, a group calling for common 
sense campaign finance reform, have request-
ed through her office numerous times a meet-
ing to discuss the

need to pass legislation getting big money 
out of politics. No response, no meeting.

We wonder, do Dominion Energy lobbyists 
get a response if they call? 

Let’s get our democracy back by making 
legislators accountable to their voters and not 
be beholden to their corporate contributors.  
Enough is enough. We pay taxes and deserve 
to be heard.

As we approach the Democrat primary on 
June 8, the local Republicans have already 
selected our party’s local nominees through 
alternative party nomination processes, 
which allowed for maximum party partici-
pation and saved the City the expense of an 
additional primary. The Alexandria Republi-
can City Committee (www.AlexandriaGOP.
org )  succeeded in a big way this year in 
recruiting and training qualified candidates.  
The processes we used to identify our nomi-
nees were completed May 8 and resulted in 
the following list of outstanding nominees; 
nominees who you will see on the November 
ballot:
v Annetta Catchings for Mayor    https://

www.annettacatchingsformayor.com/ 
v Darryl Nirenberg for City Council   

https://darrylnirenberg.com/ 
v Justin “JD” Maddox for VA House of 

Delegates, District 45,  https://www.mad-
doxforvirginia.com/   

Local Republicans Are 
Running, But Not in a Primary

* v Kyle Rooney for VA House of Dele-
gates, District 46,  www.Rooney46VA.com  

The Republican party in Alexandria is 
proud that these local citizens are willing 
to step into the arena and seek bi-partisan, 
common-sense solutions to the urgent prob-
lems our residents and neighborhoods face: 
flooding, density, education, green space, 
and transportation, to name but a few.  Giv-
en the extreme positions that the Democrats 
have taken -- and plan to take -- in lock-step 
on so many State and local issues, we be-
lieve that the time has come to end the sin-
gle party monopoly of power, and develop 
true diversity of political thought. There is a 
real opportunity not only for Republicans in 
the November elections, but also for the cit-
izens of Alexandria and of Commonwealth, 
to restore the two party system that has 
served our Nation so well..

 Pete Benavage, Chair
Alexandria Republican City Committee
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but 
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria, 
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our 
Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Wellington | $1,875,000
A rare opportunity to own a half-acre waterfront 
home with private access to the Potomac River. This 
4-bedroom, 3.5-bath brick home is located on a private 
road, enhancing its natural & serene setting. Family room 
with French doors to a large patio. 883 Andalusia Dr.
Kathy Hassett 703.863.1546
www.MPHHomeTeam.com

Del Ray | $1,650,000
Beautifully renovated 5-bedroom, 4.5-bath home. Large 
kitchen with oversized quartz island opens to family 
room & breakfast area. 4 bedrooms & 3 full baths on 
upper level to include spacious primary suite. Private 
yard with patio & lush landscaping. 119 E Raymond Ave.
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

Old Town | $1,995,000
Exquisite Greek Revival built in stages between 1790 
and 1850. The original Flounder became 3,400 SF with 
4 bedrooms, 3.5 updated baths on two levels, sublime 
kitchen/gathering room, extensive storage, and a large 
wrap-around brick patio. 909 Cameron Street
Janet Caterson Price 703.622.5984
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

Riverside Gardens | $939,500
One of the largest lots in sought-after neighborhood! 
Expanded kitchen open to great room featuring two 
sets of French doors leading to the outdoor patio. 4 
bedrooms, 2.5 baths, rec room with fireplace, two-car 
garage. Community Pool. 8513 Buckboard Drive
Bob Martini 703.798.7400
www.BobMartini.com

OPEN SUN 6/6, 1-4PM

Stratford on the Potomac | $875,000
Come see this beautifully updated and meticulously 
maintained home! The brand new expanded kitchen 
gourmet will WOW you. The Randall model is one of 
the largest homes with 4 bedrooms, a main level office, 
2 full & 2 half baths, and a garage. 8409 Porter Lane
Miriam Miller 703.598.6619 
www.MM-RealEstate.com

OPEN SAT 6/5 & SUN 6/6, 2-4PM

Kingstowne | $545,000
Come see this lovingly maintained, brick-front colonial 
townhome. Freshly painted, all new carpet and all 
the major systems are newer. Plenty of space for 
entertaining in the open floor plan & on the deck. 2 
bedrooms and 3.5 baths. 7504 Oldham Way
Miriam Miller 703.598.6619 
www.MM-RealEstate.com

OPEN SAT 6/5 & SUN 6/6, 2-4PM

Old Town | $850,000
Renovated 2-bedroom, 1.5-bath picturesque Victorian 
just 1.5 blocks to King St. Features hardwoods, 
wood-burning fireplace, kitchen with quartz counters, 
stainless appliances & unique 2-story atrium design. 
Deck overlooks large fenced garden. 214 S. Fayette St.
Wendy Santantonio 703.625.8802 
www.WendySantantonio.com

OPEN SUN 6/6, 2-4PM

Milway Meadows | $759,000
Grand, spacious 5-bedroom, 4-bath, landscaped 
home. Abundant natural light, sumptuous crown 
molding, gleaming marble surfaces, expert tile work, 
generous closets and storage. Complete au pair suite 
with large bedroom and sitting area. 7513 Milway Blvd. 
Robin Arnold 703.966.5457
www.robinsarnoldsells.com

Belle View Condo | $260,000
This updated, top-floor, 2-bedroom, 1-bath with tree-top 
views offers a sense of peace & tranquility. Fresh paint, 
new carpet, updated kitchen with newer appliances, 
replacement windows, & steps from the community 
pool. Low condo fee. 6702 W Wakefield Dr. #C-2.
Heidi Burkhardt 703.217.6009
www.RealtorHeidiB.com

OPEN SUN 6/6, 2-4PM OPEN SUN 6/6, 2-4PM


