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NEWS
FCPS Priority One: Get Eligible Students Vaccinated

Expansion of school
COVID-19 vaccination
clinics underway.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

he level of community transmis-

sion of COVID-19 in Fairfax Coun-

ty is increasing again. It entered

the “substantial” category, the sec-
ond to the highest level on Tuesday, Aug. 2,
following an upward trend reported by the
CDC. The same week, Fairfax County Public
Schools (FCPS) continued vaccinating eligi-
ble students at school-based clinics under a
public-private partnership.

During a media event on Wednesday, Aug.
3, while visiting one of the clinics, Superin-
tendent Dr. Scott Brabrand announced that
FCPS wants to be ready to roll to get eligible
children vaccinated during the school day
with parent permission. There are 83,000
students under the age of 12 entering school
buildings for in-person learning on Aug.
23, according to Brabrand. Because of their
ages, the students are not yet eligible for the
vaccine.

Fairfax County Public Schools, in partner-
ship with the County’s Health Department,
hosted free school-based COVID-19 vaccina-
tion clinics for adolescents 12 years of age
and older at three school clinic sites, Hern-
don Elementary on Wednesday, Aug. 4, Jus-
tice High School in Falls Church on Thurs-
day, Aug. 5, and Liberty Middle School in
Clifton on Friday, Aug. 6.

ON WEDNESDAY, Brabrand visited Hern-
don Elementary School to see firsthand the
public health initiative underway. According
to Brabrand, the division finished the last
school year, getting almost 5,000 students
their first COVID-19 vaccine dose. The di-
vision plans to have additional clinics up
running this fall under a public-private part-
nership.

“[Currently], we are at 75 percent in Fair-
fax County Public Schools of 12 to 17-year-
olds to have their first dose. Now, we want
to get that number even higher, so we have
school vaccination clinics this week at multi-
ple schools, and we want to continue,” Bra-
brand said.

“The solution to this pandemic, to make
sure all schools return in this county five
days in person, is the vaccination of all of
our eligible students. Right now, it’s all of
our 12-years-olds and up. We are prepar-
ing and working very closely to have more
school vaccination clinics this fall at, at least
40 locations,” Brabrand added.

According to Brabrand, as the eligibility
age for vaccination goes lower and lower,
the division will be able to vaccinate thou-
sands more children “to have a year that is
as close to normal as possible.”

“Vaccination is part of the solution,” said
Brabrand.

Students accompanied by their parents
wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

(From left) Renee
Gorman, Kimberlin
Jiminez,13, Scott
Brabrand, Super-
intendent Fairfax
County Public
Schools, Hansel
Molina, and Jeim-
my Molina take

a congratulatory
photo after Kim-
berlin and Jeim-
my receive their
first dose of the
COVID-19 vaccine.

PHOTO BY
MERrRCIA HOBSON/
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The Level of Community Transmission in Fairfax County, Virginia escalates

into ‘substantial.’

and guardians continued to enter the school
to take advantage of the COVID-19 vaccine
opportunity. Maycoll (last name withheld),
12, sat in the large room with others in the
process of getting their vaccination. Maycoll
said he would be attending Herndon Middle
School in a couple of weeks. After receiving
his immunization, Maycoll said, “It didn’t
hurt, just a little pinch. I relaxed my arm.”

Rising freshman at Herndon High School,
Kimberley Jiminez, 13, of Herndon, was
about to exit the school clinic after receiving
her vaccine. “I feel safe now because I got
the vaccine [but], I will leave my mask on
because others may not be vaccinated, and
this is my first dose.”

According to Brabrand, like many other

schools in Northern Virginia, Fairfax Coun-
ty Public Schools is starting the school year
2021-22 with universal masking to coun-
teract the Delta variant and reassure staff,
students, parents, and the community that
the division is committed to safe learning in
school buildings.

BRABRAND said FCPS wanted to be very
clear about social distancing. “Ninety-nine
point five percent of our students are re-
turning in person. Social distancing is not
going to be possible in all of our schools and
classrooms, and we’re not going to build a
false expectation to our community.” He said
where schools and classrooms could have
additional capacity and additional distanc-
ing; social distancing would be possible.

GREAT FALLS CONNECTION
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Maycoll (last name withheld), 12, a Fair-
fax County student receives his COVID-19
vaccine at a school vaccination site.

Instead, schools are focused on layered
mitigation strategies in line with the CDC-
universal masking, upgrades to ventilation
systems, and continued sanitation and hy-
giene efforts practiced well.

In addition, there would be professional
monitoring sourced outside of FCPS. “We’ll
continue to have safety teams coming in,
an outside company similar to the one that
Loudon County used, to continue to make
sure that our staff is following all the safety
procedures to keep schools safe,” said Bra-
brand.

He added that contact tracing would con-
tinue to be done because “the more contact
tracing support we have, the quicker we can
turn around having kids who may be paused
at home, so they can get back in the class-
room.”

Brabrand said to make immunization of
their children easy for parents and guard-
ians who give their permission; it will be
provided within the confines of the school
day, even for the youngest children. “So,
we’re super excited about that. We really
want to model for the rest of the country,
vaccinate. We need to move away from the
battles. Everybody needs to have kids back
in school. Once they’re back in school, we've
got to make it seamless and easy to get ev-
eryone vaccinated, including our students
and including our youngest students in ele-
mentary school.”

According to Brabrand, FCPS is working
on a protocol where parents can give per-
mission and not physically be present with
their children when the vaccine is given in
school. However, FCPS knows some parents
will want to be there, and they are working
out the details.

Jeimmy Molina, 13, on her way to Hern-
don Middle School, received her vaccination.
In an interview, Jeimmy answered what she
would tell those with vaccine hesitancy. “To
my friends and family, I'd say that I did it,
and I encourage you to do it too.”
< Aucust II-17, 2021 ¢ 3
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pending Spree

By MICHAEL LEE
PorEe
THE CONNECTION

n the 1985 hit
movie “Brewster’s
Millions,” Richard
Pryor is given the
task of spending $30
million in 30 days. Hi-
jinks ensue. In some
ways, that’s also the
plot of the General
Assembly session this
week. But the stakes
are bigger, and the
jokes aren’t as funny.

Lawmakers are
working their way
through appropriating
$4.3 billion of stim-
ulus cash from the
American Rescue Plan.
Most of the money was
already earmarked
before lawmakers arrived in town as Gow.
Ralph Northam made a series of announce-
ments outlining his priorities. Each of those
announcements indicated a tacit agreement
between House Democrats and Senate Dem-
ocrats and the governor’s office.

The biggest item on the list of spending
items is a huge infusion of cash into the Un-
employment Insurance Trust Fund, pump-
ing $862 million into the fund in an effort
to prevent tax increases on businesses in 2022.
Because the trust fund is usually replenished by
taxes levied on business, they would have been
on the hook for restoring it. But the infusion of
cash from Uncle Sam means taxes won’t go up
for business owners.

“Shoring up the commonwealth’s unemploy-
ment insurance trust fund is a smart invest-
ment that will prevent Virginia businesses from
paying higher taxes and allow our economy to
continue surging,” said Northam in a written
statement announcing the proposal. “Together
with the General Assembly, we are taking im-
portant steps to ensure Virginia remains a place
where businesses, workers, and families can all
thrive.”

THE PROPOSAL was viewed by some critics
as a gift to big business at a time when many
people are struggling to make ends meet, yet
another sign of how the new Democratic major-
ity in the House and Senate are often business
friendly to the detriment of working families.
Some people said the dollar amount set aside to
help business owners next year could have been
better spent by helping people in need now.
“That’s the kind of thing that we think should
be balanced against some of the immediate
needs,” said Chris Wodicka, senior policy ana-
lyst at the Commonwealth Institute for Fiscal
Analysis. “There are trade-offs involved and
there are differences in terms of timing of when
certain benefits would really affect whoever
would be impacted by the proposal.”
Lawmakers are also spending $700 million
to expand access to broadband internet; $312

General Assembly returns

PHOTO BY MICHAEL LEE POPE/THE CONNECTION
Senate Finance and Appropriations Chairwoman Janet Howell
oversaw the massive spending bill in the Senate, where senators
appropriated more than $4 billion in federal stimulus money.

“With so many competing
interests, the balancing act
is never easy.”

— Sen. Janet Howell (D-32),
chairwoman of the Senate
Finance and Appropriations Committee

million to improve HVAC systems in pub-
lic schools; $250 million for Rebuild Virginia
grants to help small businesses; $125 million
to modernize sewer systems that dump raw
sewage into rivers and streams (including the
one in Alexandria); $20 million for bonuses to
law enforcement officers; $10 million for food
banks; and $10 million for substance abuse
treatment services.

“With so many competing interests, the bal-

ancing act is never easy,” said Sen. Janet How-
ell (D-32), who is chairwoman of the Senate
Finance and Appropriations Committee.

The appropriations bill also allows lawmakers

an opportunity to set some new policies as bud-
get language, creating a new requirement for
landlords to apply for rental assistance from the
Virginia Rent Relief Program before evicting any-
one. Sen. Chap Petersen (D-34) tried to create an
exemption for small-scale landlords who have a
handful of properties. When asked about his bud-
get amendment, Petersen said landlords should
not be forced to apply for rental assistance.

“You seem to think that applying to the fed-

eral government is no fuss no muss, and they’ll
just open up your application and write you a
check that day. It doesn’t work that way,” said
Petersen. “The landlord oftentimes wants the
property back because you’re dealing with a sit-
uation where you have someone who’s not pay-
ing rent. That’s not a healthy situation if you're
a landlord.”

Most Democrats don’t share that view.
“This should not be used as an opportunity to

get rid of anyone,” said Del. Cia Price (D-95).
“Get your money, and then let’s move forward.”

4 ¢ GREAT FALLS CoNNECTION < AucusT Il-17, 2021

to Richmond to appropriate
federal stimulus cash.

REPUBLICANS tried and failed to make sever-
al amendments to the spending plan, offering
a number of potential changes as the spending
bills moved through the House and Senate. One
of the Republican amendments was introduced
by Del. Jason Miyares (R-82), who is also on
the ballot for attorney general this fall. He in-
troduced a budget amendment that would have
given the attorney general authority to prose-
cute straw purchases of firearms.

“If you want to lower gun violence in Virgin-
ia, where well north of 80 percent of crime is
done by repeat offenders, you get the repeat
offenders off the streets,” said Miyares. “You
go after those who are trying to traffic and buy
guns illegally and you put them behind bars and
off our streets.”

That amendment, along with every other
proposal from House Republicans, was defeat-
ed by the Democratic majority. Many Democrats
said that it was noteworthy that Miyares voted
against all the gun-violence prevention mea-
sures last year but now wants to use the spe-
cial session to crack down on straw purchases.
Some questioned the need for creating new au-
thority for the attorney general and the timing
of the proposal.

“If Delegate Miyares wants to use the budget
and this session as an opportunity to film a cam-
paign commercial, it’s certainly his prerogative.
He wouldn’t be the first one to do it,” said Del.
Marcus Simon (D-53). “As far as I know this has
not been an issue that is under-prosecuted or
people get away with anything here.”
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Supervisors Proclaim

Aug. 3 National Night Out

Proclamation celebrates
neighborhood spirit and cooperation
among residents and police.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

ational Night
Out is a time
to celebrate,
whether the
clock that day says noon
or 8 p.m. It is a time to
have community fun, to
say thank you to law en-
forcement officers, and get
more involved in the com-
munity. That is how, ac-
cording to Jeffrey C. McK-
ay, Chairman of the Fairfax
County Board of Supervi-
sors (D- At large), Fairfax
County remains the safest
jurisdiction of its size.

Shortly after noon on
Tuesday, Aug. 3, McKay
welcomed all to the first
National Night Out 2021
event in the county at
Hunters Woods Plaza in
Reston. “We’re all excited
to be out here and to be
able to celebrate commu-
nity and our partnership
with law enforcement,”
said McKay. In his hands,
McKay held a walnut finish
certificate plaque with a
proclamation. McKay said
that the Fairfax County Po-
lice Department sponsored
National Night Out 2021
to promote the importance of communi-
ty-police partnerships, neighborhood safety,
public awareness of crime prevention pro-
grams and that the longest sustained Neigh-
borhood Watch Program in the nation was
located in Fairfax County.

“Be it resolved that the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors, on behalf of all resi-
dents of Fairfax County, does hereby pro-
claim Tuesday, Aug.3, 2021, as National
Night Out,” said McKay. Signed by the chair-
man of the Board of Supervisors but adopted
by the entire board.

Before presenting the plaque to Kevin
Davis, Chief of Police Fairfax County Police
Department, McKay said how inspiring it
was after what everyone had been through,
to see the county’s young people at camp
“laughing, enjoying each other, having a
good time, the way we're supposed to be.”

McKay reminded people how important
it was to get vaccinated. He said, “If you
do it for no one else, do it for our frontline
workers, our first responders, and our small
children... They are not eligible to be vac-
cinated yet.”
wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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With McGruff the Crime Dog facing forward, Jeffrey C.
McKay, Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors, hands Kevin Davis Chief of Police Fairfax County
Police Department, the Proclamation by the Board of
Supervisors on behalf of all residents of Fairfax County
proclaiming Tuesday, Aug. 3, National Night Out.

McKay added he was so proud of the men
and women of the Fairfax County Police
Department, Fire and Rescue Department,
Sheriff’s Office, and the first responder com-
munity. “You've heard the statistics, you
know, we’re the safest community of our
size, anywhere in the United States of Amer-
ica and that is in large part because of the
men and women in our department, but also
because of our community...National Night
Out celebrates something we do really well
in Fairfax County, but something that we al-
ways want to build on, which is community
relationships with law enforcement and our
residents,” said McKay.

Chief Davis thanked Chairman McKay for
his “constant support” of the police depart-
ment. “One staggering statistic that I just
can’t get out of my head is the fact that in
our 400 plus square miles here, there are
over 140 National Night Out events, just
today... And that says it all. It says the
relationship between the community and
its police departments, while not perfect,
we’re always looking to improve it and
make it stronger.”

10 {dnjudIS

siadod Ino Jo ||b 0}

NOILdIYOSANS 1vLIOIA 334

g
2
=
")
o]
=
=)
®
Q
=
- )
- |
®
2
N
o
0
o
®
X
0
o]
3
S~
L1
=
o
1714
0
o
®

State Farm Insurance
G. STEPHEN DULANEY
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oo StateFarm-

AUTOe HOME e LIFE
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There.®

Open Saturdays

Complementary Insurance and Financial Review
Visit www.gstephendulaney.com

731-C WALKER RD.- GREAT FALLS, VA

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Office Bloomington, lllinois

Proud Supporter of Military Appreciation Mondays
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Great Falls
Village Center is
once again home
to the popular
Saturday morn-
ing Katie’s Cars
and Coffee.

Katie’s Cars and Coffee
Back in Full Swing

Hundreds of enthusiasts
turn out in Great Falls.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

hether it is their fascination with an-
tique, collector, exotic, or muscle cars,
owners and enthusiasts are back bright
and early Saturday mornings from 6 to
9 a.m. at Katie’s Cars and Coffee for their vehicle sen-
sory overload. Located next to The Old Brogue at 760
Walker Road, off historic Georgetown Pike in Great
Falls, visitors never know what may pull in and roll
down the pavement at the loosely organized event.
Will there be a 1970 Ford Mustang Boss 429, a 1936
Dodge D100, or what about a Cheetah designed and
engineered entirely with American components?

Breakfast at Katie’s Coffee makes looking at the
vehicles even more fun for a family.

G <+ GREAT FALLs CoNNECTION % AucusT I1-17, 2021

Milt Gilmore stopped by for the first time this year
with his vehicle, a replica Cheetah. “Anybody can ride
in it. Most people don’t want to, especially my wife...
It’s never been washed. I got one of those fuzzy wand
things to get the pollen off before I spray wax.”

Luca Gationie-Celli thought he was hallucinating
when he saw the Bill Thomas Cheetah replica. “It’s
one of those legendary cars. You only see a couple of
pictures of them online...It’s very special to be back
[at Katie’s] because you see unique things here, like
this car.”

Friend Kevin Wang of Herndon was equally blown
away. Wang said he got into cars during the lockdown.
I've been waiting to come. It’s really exciting that I can
finally look at exotic cars. And it’s wonderful to have
coffee from Katie’s too.”

Nigel Dalagan agreed. “I figured it’s a great way to
check out old engineering, and I'm trying to digest
everything that I see, suspension, engine build, modi-
fications. It’s ‘nerdgasmic’ for me.”

A. Churchill and co-driver Bentley sporting the
sunglasses, pull into Katie’s Coffee Bar in Great
Falls for a morning treat.

PHOTOS BY MERCIA HOBSON/
THE CONNECTION

Hundreds flock to Katie’s Cars and Coffee Saturday mornings in
Great Falls to view and tout vehicles, a fun hobby to enjoy while
starting the weekend.

(From left) Luca Gationi-Celli, Kevin Wang of Herndon, and Nigel
Dalagan take a look under the hood of a Cheetah replica by Milt
Gilmore.

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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The group outside the schoolhouse after decorating the door and window frames.

One Book and
Bike at a Time

Madison High student donation drive making a
difference for the Tanzanian community.

nside a school in northeast Tanzania,

dozens of children sat on wooden bench-

es, with their feet on a dirt floor and four

mud walls surrounding them. There
wasn’t a drop of color anywhere. Everything
was brown. When Madison High School ris-
ing junior Sophia Brown saw this on her re-
cent trip, she was determined to bring some
color to this classroom. She helped as each
student dipped their hand in paint, then
carefully placed it on the door, leaving a last-
ing handprint in bright blue, red, orange, or
green. Inside the one-room schoolhouse, a
new mural of sea creatures added another
splash of color. But the most exciting addi-
tion to the school sat in the corner: a brand
new library with dozens of books.

It’s a project years in the making. Sophia
grew up around volunteer work and com-
munity service, but she’s always been par-
ticularly drawn to helping kids in Africa. In
second grade, she began working with the
non-profit Wheels to Africa, which provides
used bikes to communities in need. At just
14 years old, she collected more than 1,000
books to help create a library in the African
country of Malawi. Now, Sophia is working
toward the highest honor in Girl Scouts, the
Gold Award, through her project “Books and
Bikes For Africa.”

“I was thinking about what are two of the
most dire needs in society? Transportation
and education,” Sophia said. “Books are one
of the biggest necessities of education. And
without access to cars, another option is
bikes. It’s more affordable and can help you
get places way faster.”
wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Teacher Naomi with her new bike.

SOPHIA spent the last year planning her trip
to Tanzania, which was made even more dif-
ficult due to the COVID-19 pandemic. Every
Saturday morning, she had a planning call
with her project mentor Dixie Duncan, who
is the founder of Wheels to Africa. Together,
along with Sophia’s mom Kelly Wolfe, they
worked for months to gather donations. So-
phia used social media to spread the word
about her project. Pretty soon, the books
were pouring in. They also held a bike drive
at Madison in May and collected around 50
bikes.

In June, the trio traveled to Tanzania to
visit a Maasai village located not far from
the tourist area of Mt. Kilimanjaro. This
remote region is known for its wildlife and

Teacher Naomi with her new bike.

tribal traditions, but the Maasai peo-
ple experience devastating poverty,
and struggle daily with access to ed-
ucation, food, and clean water.
“They walk everywhere,” Sophia
said. “The kids walk miles upon
miles every single day to get to
school, and the teachers as well. A
bike could cut that time in half. And
make it easier to get to school. To
get food. To get every single thing
you need in life.”
Due to shipping difficulties, the
bikes Sophia collected in May did
not make it to Africa in time for
their trip. So they improvised; they
bought used bikes in Africa with donation
money, then transported the bikes to the
Maasai village.

“Their jaws drop at the sight of a bike,”
she said. “It changes lives entirely.”

Sophia says one of the most impactful mo-
ments was giving a bike to a teacher named
Naomi, who travels miles everyday to teach
more than 75 kids at the school. The gift
brought tears to Naomi’s eyes.

“She was so grateful,” Duncan said. “It’s
people like her that inspire you to do what-
ever it takes.”

Sophia says one of her favorite experienc-
es of the trip was watching the kids react to
the colorful new books now stocked in their
classroom library. The books are in English,

GREAT FALLS CONNECTION

Sophia with her mom
Kelly Wolfe and her men-
tor Dixie Duncan.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

which serves as a valuable learning tool for
these children. Learning English is an in-
tegral part of the education in the region,
because many aim to work in the tourism
industry surrounding Mt. Kilimanjaro.

ON THE TRIB Sophia also spoke to middle
school age girls about female health issues,
and taught them how to use reusable men-
strual pads. She says one of the biggest take-
aways from her trip is to take nothing for
granted.

“Being in this community where we’re so
fortunate, we don’t really realize how much
people are in need,” Sophia said. “I want to
continue to spread awareness, and make
this bigger and bigger, so more people know
about it.”

Sophia says she plans to hold another bike
drive and wants to go to Africa again next
summer. She says she couldn’t have done the
project without her supporters at FCPS and
Madison. She is especially grateful to School
Board Member Melanie Meren, Hunter Mill
District, who has donated to the cause and
supported Sophia along the way.

To find out more about Wheels to Africa,
visit their website. To find out more about
‘Books and Bikes for Africa’, visit their Ins-
tagram page.

FCPS Ofrice oF COMMUNICATIONS 8
COMMUNITY RELATIONS
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PHOTO CREDIT GREGORY S. MANALO
A cozy throw can add an ele-
ment of warmth to an interior

space autumn.

PHOTO BY ANNE WALKER
The warm colors in this room
by Anne Walker evoke visions of

PHOTO COURTESY OF ANNE WALKER
Candles in hurricane lanterns
such as these by Farm and Feast
are a simple way to transition
home accessories from summer
to fall.

Design Ideas to

Welcome Fall

Small changes in
home accessories can
transform a space.

By MARILYN CAMPBELL
THE CONNECTION

hen it comes to interior design, atten-
tion to even the smallest of details took
on new importance over the past year.
Spending more time indoors has al-
lowed us to experience the ways in which minor em-
bellishments can have a major impact on the mood
and feel of a room. From throw pillows in a living
room to doormats in a mud room, local designers un-
veil accessories that can help one transition from sum-
mer to autumn while maintaining serenity and style.

“Don’t look at this as a major undertaking or you’ll
be overwhelmed,” said Alexandria interior designer
Allison Bohlke. “It doesn’t have to be time consuming.
As the weather begins to cool down, take an hour to
look around your house for places where you remove
things that scream summer and swap them out for
cozy alternatives.”

“I created a blue and white nautical theme in my
family room for summer,” continued Bohlke. “In a
month or so, I will put away my linen throw pillows
and cotton throws and bring out my cashmere throws
and wool throw pillows in warm camel and rich cream
for a cozy look.”

One of the easiest ways to transition home decor
from summer to fall is to add candlelight, advises Po-
tomac interior designer Anne Walker of Anne Walker
Interiors Design. “There’s something about the warm
glow of real candlelight that just can’t be replaced. It’s
an instant mood lifter,” she said. “Hurricane lan-
terns come in several sizes and ini beautiful smoked
glass or clear glass. We use six in assorted sizes on our
patio all year round, and they never get old.”

Kitchens and bathrooms can serve as a backdrop for
cool weather inspiration. “If you've been using white
hand towels and kitchen towels, try getting versions
in bold colors or monogrammed hand towels using
thread in warm, jewel tones,” said Bohlke.

In fact, the power of color should not be underesti-
mated. “Use color so that the spaces appeal to every-
8 < GREAT FALLs CoNNECTION % AucusT I1-17, 2021

PHOTO COURTESY OF SALLIE LORD
Designer Sallie Lord says the approach of Autumn
is time to reorganize an office space to prepare
for a new school year.

one, said Sherry Hope-Kennedy of Studio SHK. “Keep
the main area more neutral while having more fun
with private areas.”

Seasonal blossoms in colors that herald the start
of fall can add an air of chic serenity to any interi-
or space. “Fresh flowers will always be in style, said
Walker. “Like real candlelight, fresh flowers are a low-
cost way to bring real joy into your home.”

A wooden drink tray not only conjures up woodsy
images of autumn, but it’s versatile, functional and
can be used year round, particularly as school begins.
“Filled with flower vases, it can be a casual-chic cen-
terpiece on your dining table, or you can use it to car-
ry barware or beverages to your guests,” said Walker.
“In your mudroom, it could hold keys, phones and
other things you need to drop in a central location.

“The [metal bin] has an outdoorsy, cool vibe with
industrial chic décor,” continued Walker. “Use [them]
to corral office supplies on your desk, to hold televi-
sion remote controls in your family room, or to serve
snacks when you entertain. Fill them with rolled-up
towels near your mudroom or guest room. Fill them
with plants to make an herb garden on your patio.
The possibilities are endless.”

Whether one hour or one month, spending time on
a home refresh is worth the effort, says Chantilly de-
signer Sallie Lord of GHI Team. “This is a great time
for a purge to clean out the desk drawers to prepare
for a new school year ahead,” she said. “We love a
well organized space that you can walk in and feel the
design and the function.”

The Boro out-
door location
for the 2021 1st
Stage “Logan
Festival of Solo
Performance.”

PHOTOS COURTESY OF IST STAGE

Celebrating
Solo Artistry

1st Stage presents

outdoor “Logan
Festival of Solo

Performance” at
Tysons The Boro.

By DAvID SIEGEL
THE CONNECTION

ince 2017, 1st Stage’s
S annual Logan Festival

of Solo Performance has
been a singular presence in
Northern Virginia.

The Logan Festival’s mission
is clear. “I really wanted to
share with our audience how
beautiful the work being done
around the country is.” said
1st Stage Artistic Director Alex
Levy. This year’s Logan Festival,
curated by Levy, will be no ex-
ception. What’s more, the out-
door 2021 Festival with its Boro
location in Tysons is a collabo-
ration between 1st Stage and
The Boro at Tysons.

The Logan Festival began
with the support from the Riva
& David Logan Festival.

From Aug. 21 to Aug. 29,
1st Stage will present “Making
Opera Soup,” written by and
starring award-winning singer
Lori Brown Mirabal. The show
is directed by Vincent Scott,
with Steven Gross on piano.
This production will be an en-

Where and When

Alex Levy, Artistic
Director, 1st Stage

gaging, interactive fam-
ily programming aimed
at all ages. Mirabal aims
to bring an entertaining
spotlight to the excite-
ment, magic and fun of
opera.

Mirabal will also have two
performances of “Charmed
Life” on Aug. 27 and 28 writ-
ten and performed by Mirabal
with direction by Vincent Scott
and Steve Gross on piano. This
is an autobiographical solo per-
formance that weaves together
Mirabal’s own story, and pays
homage to famous opera art-
ists who have gone before, and
specifically to the Black women
opera singers of the past.

“Bo-Nita” takes the outdoor
Boro stage from Sept. 16 to
Sept. 26. “Bo-Nita” is written by
Elizabeth Heffron, directed by
Summer Wallace, and stars Ter-
ri Weagant. Weagant plays doz-
ens of characters with humor,
pathos, and a dash of Midwest-
ern magical realism. “Bo-Nita”
follows a mother and daugh-
ter’s journey through a work-
ing-class America. They have
dwindling resources and work
together to stay together. All
while keeping their beat alive.

From Oct. 7 to Oct.r 17, 1st

SEE FESTIVAL, PAGE |1

1st Stage presents the 2021 “Logan Festival of Solo Performance.”
The Festival will be an outdoor event; a collaboration between 1st
Stage and the new mixed-use development The Boro, 8350 Broad
Street, Tysons, located just blocks from 1st Stage venue at 1524
Spring Hill Road, Tysons. The Festival runs Aug. 21 to Oct. 17, 2021.
The outdoor festival at The Boro will feature lawn seating of up to
100 people per performance. Detailed information and tickets at
www. 1stStage.org or 1st Stage box office at 703-854-1856. Note: 1st
Stage will be following CDC, State and Fairfax County health and

safety requirements.

Performances for each show of “The Logan Festival of Solo Perfor-

mances”:

% “Making Opera Soup”: Aug 21-22, 28-29. Sat., Aug. 21, Sun..,
Aug 22 and Sun, Aug 29 at 11 a.m. with Sat., Aug 28 at 3 p.m.

% “Charmed Life”: Sat., Aug. 27 & Sun., Aug 28 at 8 p.m.

% “Bo-Nita”: Sept. 16-19, 22-26 at 8 p.m.

< “The Book of Mamaw”: Oct. 7-10, 14-17. Thurs & Fri at 7:30
p.m.,, Sat at 2 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. and Sun at 2 p.m.

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



NEWS

This road in
Kingstowne has
been milled and
awaits asphalt.

PHOTO BY
MIKE SALMON/
THE CONNECTION

The crews here
are scraping the
old pavement
up, and sending
it back to the
plant where it
gets remixed as
recycled asphalt.

Paving and Warm Weather are in Tandem This Year

There is a map and system to where the paving goes. voor said. for exampe,

By MIKE SALMON
THE CONNECTION

ugust is hot, and the drivers trying

to get back to a normal routine

have probably hit a pothole or two

out on the roads, but VDOT is out
there with the paving crews, putting down
pavement on 1,145 lane miles throughout
the paving season, which goes until Novem-
ber. There is $133.8 million in the VDOT
Northern Virginia budget to make that hap-
pen too.

In Northern Virginia, there is a wide assort-
ment of roads to address so the VDOT uses
a paving condition website with a multi-col-
ored map that determines the level of need
for each area. Blue stands for roads that are
currently in excellent condition, and this

dominates the roads in Fairfax County closest
to the Capital Beltway. The next most com-
mon color is red roads, which is labeled as
“very poor,” and this seems to dominate the
roads away from the beltway, but as the sea-
son goes on, those areas will become blue.
For example, the Fairfax County Parkway
and the Springfield-Franconia Parkway are
mostly light green, defined as “good,” while
the neighborhoods in southern Springfield
are red. Further north, a section between
Braddock Road and Little River Turnpike is
all blue, where the pavers must have hit ear-
lier this summer, while there is lots of red in
the neighborhoods north of Route 50.
VDOT negotiates with paving companies
in the winter, and paving contracts start in
the spring and go until late fall. The time of
day for paving is dictated by traffic volumes,

interstate paving is fre-
quently overnight due to lower volumes. For
neighborhood streets, paving operations are
generally during the day between and out-
side of rush hours, VDOT said.

The paving operation basically follows a
pattern. Tear the old pavement up, load into
a dump truck, grade the surface, and put the
new pavement down.

The asphalt removed from roadway sur-
faces can be recycled. Typically, this com-
prises about 30 percent of the new hot mix
but in some cases this can be 100 percent in
a relatively new process that is called cold
central plant mix recycling.

The asphalt “millings” are brought back
to the asphalt plants where they are stored,
processed and incorporated back into new
asphalt mixes. Although each plant has dif-
ferent ways of processing their materials

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

¢ Electrical (ELE)

* Gas Fitting (GFC)

¢ Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVA)

¢ Plumbing (PLB)

¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

Free Estimates

Since 1999

10000y unil
is complzte for tha
a3t 17 y2ars
~

703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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and different proprietary asphalt mix de-
signs, the procedure is basically the same for
all the asphalt producers in Virginia.

Bad road surfaces can also be reported
to VDOT or the district supervisor and the
road in question will be analyzed for repav-
ing. Online, the site is known as the “VDOT
customer service center,” and everything
from road repairs, signs down or something
removed from the road like a dead deer are
things that can be reported here. Even a
compliment to VDOT can be made through
this site.

There is a reminder that “VDOT does not
maintain roads in cities, towns, or in Henri-
co and Arlington counties, except for inter-
states and major primary roads. VDOT does
not maintain all sidewalks, or pedestrian or
bike paths. Some may be maintained by lo-
calities. Please submit a separate report for
each request,” it says.

Logan
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Obituary Obituary

Services

With profound sadness we announce the passing of Jean
Ann Trader, a loving and devoted wife, mother, and friend to
all whose lives she touched, on July 31st, 2021. She passed
on to be with our Lord while surrounded by her family. She
was in her 81st year. She was the beloved wife of Michael
and mother of children David (Midge), Gerry, Mark (Susan),
and Kim (Randy), and proud grandmother of Theresa, Debbie,
Michael, Nicholas, and Anna. Predeceased by her son John,
brother Jerry, and parents John and Sevina. Jean always had
a smile on her face and embraced life with a strength and
determination that few could match. She left as she always
lived....on her terms. She rode horses, was a competitive roll-
er skater, an avid paddler, and a meticulous church office manager. Her beautiful alto
voice joined the angels for many years in the church choir and her organist skills filled
her home with joyful music. Jean’s mastery of flowers and plants brought beauty to
the world in the yellows, purples, blues, and reds of her gardens. She loved her fam-
ily and instilled in her children strong values that have served them well. She will be
dearly missed and forever in our hearts. Most of all, she had a deep, unwavering, and
lifelong devotion to our Lord. She faced her passing comforted in the knowledge that
she is a very loved child of our Lord and that death is not the end; rather, it is only
the next step. “The warm sun kissed the earth To consecrate thy birth, And from his
close embrace Thy radiant face Sprang into sight, A blossoming delight. Through the
long summer days Thy lover’s burning rays Shone hot upon thy heart. Thy life was
part Of his desire, Thou passion-flower of fire! And, turning toward his love,
Lifting thy head above The earth that nurtured thee, Thy majesty And stately mien
Proclaims thee sun-crowned queen. On earth, thy gorgeous bloom Bears record of
thy tomb, And to transcendent light Thy soul takes flight Till thou art one, O sun-
flower, with the sun!” Please join us in remembering with Jean’s family and friends
on August 11th at 5pm at Adams-Green Funeral Home, 721 Elden St., Herndon, VA
and for a funeral mass on August 12th at 11 a.m. at St. Catherine of Siena Catholic
Church, 1020 Springvale Rd., Great Falls, VA.

PRESSURE WASHING PROS

In Business for 25 Years

o Soft Wash

¢ Deck Cleaning/Staining
 Fences

¢ Driveways

pwashingpros.com

(703) 378-8645

Call the licensed and bonded pros with
the best pricing in the NoVA area today.

Legals

ABC LICENSE

Oliver’s Corner Butcher Shop LLC trading as
Oliver’s Corner Butcher Shop, 9912 George-
town Pike Ste 102C, Great Falls, VA 22066-
2825. The above establishment is applying to
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC

BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a Beer off
Premises license to sell or manufacture alco-
holic beverages. Stephen Varani, Co-Owner.

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this

license must be submitted to ABC no later
than 30 days from the publishing date of the
first of two required newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be registered at www.abc.

virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Be a part of our:

Wellbeing pages, the first
week of every month.

Delight in our HomeLifeStyle
sections, the second week
of every month. Peek af the
fop real estate sales, glimpse
over-the-top remodeling
projects, gef practical
suggestions for your home.

Celebrate sfudents, camps,
schools, enrichment
programs, colleges and
more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning,

Fun pages, the third week
of every month.

Senior Living, fourth week
of every month.

Questions?
E-mail sales@connection
NeWspapers.com or
call 703-778-9431

www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



CALENDAR

AUG. 12-SEPT. 5

”An Act of God.” At NextStop
Theatre Company in Herndon,
269 Sunset Park Drive, Hern-
don. The season opens with “An
Act of God,” a funny comedy in
which God, along with his two
“wingmen,” answer some of the
most pressing questions that have
plagued mankind since Creation.
By David Javerbaum and directed
by Tuyet Pham. Season subscrip-
tions are available by calling the
NextStop Box Office at 703-
481-5930x0 or by visiting www.
nextstoptheatre.org.

FRIDAY/AUG. 13

Hillbilly Gypsies. 7:30-8:30 p.m. at
Royal Lake Park, 5344 Gainsbor-
ough Drive, Fairfax. The Hillbilly
Gypsies perform their own brand
of old-time bluegrass and original
mountain music at the Braddock

NextStop Theatre presents ”An Act of God” from

Nights Concerts Series. The group ~ Aug. 12-Sept. 5, 2021 in Herndon.

has been pickin’ ‘n’ grinnin’ for 20

years, and their high-energy live performanc-
es have become a crowd favorite at major
festivals, fairs and concert venues across the
mid-Atlantic region and abroad. Call 703-
324-SHOW (7469) for inclement weather
updates.

FRIDAY/AUG. 13

Friday Night Live. 6:30 p.m. At Herndon Town
Green, Herndon. Popular free outdoor concert
series returns to regular performances. This
will be the 27th season for the concert series
which is produced by the Herndon Chamber
of Commerce.

Schedule

Aug 13 -- It’s All Good;

Aug 20 -- JunkFood;

Aug 27 -- All-Star Band;

Sept 3 -- Shake the Room;

Sept 10 -- keeton + 8 Track Jones;

Sept 17 -- The Reflex;

Sept 24 -- Screaming Monkeys.

SATURDAY/AUG. 14

Bricks by the Lake Event. 3-5 p.m. The Reston
Historic Trust & Museum is hosting the first
annual Bricks by the Lake event. The commu-
nity is invited to Lake Anne Plaza to create
Lego creations based on the themes of live,
work, play and memories. Attendees enjoying
the day can view the Lego builds being
created on the plaza as well as a Master Build
creation inside Reston Community Center’s
Jo Ann Rose Gallery. Awards will be given
for each age bracket. For more information,
visit: https://www.restonmuseum.org/bricks-
by-the-lake.

SATURDAY/AUG. 14

Mr. Jon & Friends. 10 a.m. At E.C. Lawrence Park
Amphitheater, 5040 Walney Road, Chantil-
ly. A Parents’ Choice Award-winning music
for kids and their families. This energetic

family music is all about fun, movement and
laughter! Singer-songwriter Jon Lewis had a
decade of playing shows in coffee houses, re-
cording CDs and television appearances. Call
703-324-SHOW (7469) before leaving home
for inclement weather updates.

AUG. 14-29

At Water’s Edge. 12-5 p.m. At Reston Art Gallery
and Studios, 11400 Washington Plaza W at
Lake Anne, Reston. Sandra Dovberg’s show
of paintings and Cnidarian wall sculptures is
a unique focus on where land meets water.
Open on weekends through August 29. The
show is open on weekends through August
14-15, 21-22, and 28-29. Meet the artist.
She’ll be in the gallery from 2 - 4 p.m. on Au-
gust 14, 21, and 29. Visit the website: www.
restonartgallery.com.

SUNDAY/AUG. 15

Concert on the Green. 6-8 p.m. At the Village
Centre Green, behind the Old Brogue, Great
Falls. Featuring Hit or Miss. Sponsored by Bic
DeCaro & Associates.

AUG. 18-22

Tysons Library Booksale. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. At Ty-
sons Pimmit Regional Library, 7584 Leesburg
Pike, Falls Church. Tysons Library Book and
Media Sale. Large selection of books and me-
dia for all ages and interests. Proceeds benefit
the Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library and
related activities. Visit the website: https://
booksalefinder.com/VA.html#X2291

WOLF TRAP PERFORMANCES

At Wolf Trap Farm Park, McLean.

August 11 - Pink Martini featuring China Forbes

August 19 — Train with special guest Vertical
Horizon

August 20 — Harry Connick Jr. and his Band

August 22 — Yacht Rock Revue

Logan Festival of
Solo Performance

From Pace 8

Stage will present the heartwarming “The
Book of Mamaw” written and performed
by Eugene Wolf. Susanne Boulle directs.
The one-actor-show is full of story-tell-
ing and music as it chronicles Wolf’s life
growing up with his devout Church of
Christ grandmother who recognized his

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

love of performing when Wolf was at a
very early age. Wolf has turned many of
his unorthodox Appalachian childhood
stories into a celebration of family and
how music can be the tie that binds.

Get ready to enjoy the expanded, re-
imagined, delightful outdoor 1st Stage
“Logan Festival of Solo Performance” at
The Boro in Tysons.

pBTSINESS ™
DIRECTORY
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Sole Survivor

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

It's been nearly three weeks since “the
burning,” and I'm here to say - while sitting
down with my left foot elevated, that | am
approximately 75% the man | used to be pre-July
17 around 2 pm central standard time. | can now
walk, mostly on my right foot, but always with
the help and security of my new best friend: the
walker. I am no longer housebound or bedridden.
Though I still cannot drive for fear of ripping off
the brand new skin which has appeared on the
balls of my feet (especially the progress on my
right/driving foot), healing from the inside out;
| am free however to be a passenger, and load
myself onto the backseat of our SUV and extend
my legs across the entire seat to minimize any
discomfort. The pain is very manageable, but
on occasion | have taken a few of the percocets
that had been prescribed for pain. The relief
was hardly immediate and the pill size was
moderate so | don't see myself getting addicted
(percocet is OxyContin). In fact, the size pill I was
prescribed barely dulled the pain; most of which
has subsided anyway. (And when | was in severe
pain in Texas, the physician’s assistant prescribed
tylenol with codeine. It did nothing. It wasn’t
even worth the co-pay. Perhaps a physician’s
assistant, without a doctor present, couldn’t
prescribe a narcotic, especially one that has
addictive qualities. Presumably, it was for my own
protection. At that point however, | didn’t need
protection. | needed pain relief.)

After seeing a physician’s assistant in
Galveston, an Emergency Room doctor in
Gaithersburg, two Podiatrists in Kensington and
my Internal Medicine doctor in Silver Spring,

I have been set free-ish. None of these doctors
felt the need to see me again. The healing of my
feet has progressed far enough that the threat

of infection has passed so | am now on my
own, sort of. | (my wife, Dina, actually) am to
continue dressing my wounds for one to two
weeks (depending on which foot) and use our
own judgment about when to discontinue the
treatment. It appears as if | have survived the
ordeal, mostly.

And though there were times at the beginning
when the pain was excruciating, and times in the
middle when the pain was bearable; at the end,
in a week or two, | will be forever grateful that
my condition did not deteriorate due to infection,
blistering or nerve damage. As it happened, “the
burning” was simply the unintended consequence
of the damage 11-plus years of chemotherapy has
done to my body, inside and out. Because of the
neuropathy in my feet (thankfully, there isn’t any
neuropathy in my hands or other extremities),

I can never, because physically | can’t, walk
barefoot. And because of that pre-existing
condition, the bottoms of my feet are as soft as

a baby’s behind. With no calluses formed on my
feet to protect me, I'm kind of a standing duck out
there. | found out the soft way how hard it is for
me to walk across hot pavement.

And the shoeless choice | made was a choice
I, like millions of others who've gone to the
beach, made quite casually. I was simply doing
something - walking barefoot, that came naturally
and historically, as in I've done it a hundred
times, especially having walked across hot sand.
Not anymore. As a long-time cancer patient,
generally speaking, I'm aware of many of the dos
and don’ts and what trouble to avoid, but never
had | considered that my lung/thyroid cancer
treatment might cause a problem potentially, on
the soles of my feet if | walked barefoot at the
beach. | know I'm supposed to avoid the sun (I'll
be the one sitting under a beach umbrella with
a hat on my head, sunglasses on my face and
covered head to toe, with towels and a tearshirt),
but nobody ever advised me that | shouldn’t go
to the beach. Before “the burning,” I would have
thought | was an experienced enough cancer
patient that | knew what situations might be
harmful to my health. Apparently not. It seems as
if I haven't quite learned all my lessons, yet.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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