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School

If your child is entering 7th grade
they must have the Meningitis,
HPV, and Tdap vaccines in order
to enroll. Talk to your doctor and
vaccinate them now!

VDH:

() | vdhwirginia.gov/backtoschool/

This special focus section will include
stories focusing on enhanced lifestyle
for seniors among Connection readers
and their families, including spiritual, .
physical, mental and financial well- Alexandria
being. Advertising allows you to target

Gazette Packet
the many mature adults exploring new
opportunities by showcasing your ﬁlmmtm @ﬂsm

products and services in this special
section with the award-winning
Connection Newspapers print and
digital media.

SENIOR LIVING

2021 Special Focus
Publishes: August 25, 2021

Newspapers & Online
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ALMANAC

For Advertising: Call 703-778-9431 or Email

advertising@connectionnewspapers.com
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Perfect Advertising Opportynity for:
tediiving | Home Health C

Retirement Homes | Assis

Doctors | @8Rtists | Cosmetic.Surgery | Vision Servi
Counselors |{Plsical Therapy | Spas | Hearing Aids |
Equipment | T | | Second Career Planning | Trusts | A

COMMENTARY

Changing Face of Virginia

By KENNETH R. "KEN" PLUM
STATE DELEGATE (D-36)

he results of the 2020 U.S. Census remind

I us that the world around us changes in more

ways than we might consciously detect or un-

derstand. That small sliver of the world known as Vir-

ginia has undergone many changes before and after
receiving its name.

For many, the history of Virginia started with the
English landing at Jamestown in 1607. Humans in-
habited the land area of what is now known as Vir-
ginia for 15,000 to 20,000 years before the English
arrived. Its first inhabitants probably crossed the gla-
ciers at the now Bering Straits and made their way
along the edges of the glaciers down river valleys and
probably entered what is now Virginia in its south-
western area. Archaeological findings support this ex-
planation of the settling of Virginia.

At the time English colonists arrived in the spring
of 1607, Virginia was inhabited by the Powhatan In-
dians, who had a total population of about 13,000
to14,000 with a rich history of culture and traditions
and a government of 30-some tribal groups. With ag-
gressive English expansion throughout the state the
number of Indians in Virginia was but a fraction of
the number at its highest point and with the Racial
Integrity Act of 1924 were eliminated from official
statistics. Adding to the original settlers were thou-
sands of enslaved Black persons who were brought
here without their consent.

The census report released last week paints a dif-
ferent face for Virginia. The country passed two mile-
stones on its way to becoming a majority-minority

society in the coming decades: For the first time, the
portion of white people dipped below 60 percent,
slipping from 63.7 percent in 2010 to 57.8 percent in
2020. And the under-18 population is now majority
people of color, at 52.7 percent.

Between the 2010 census and the new census, Vir-
ginia’s population grew by 7.9 percent, slightly higher
than the national growth rate of 7.4 percent. Virginia
remains the 12th most populous state.

Fairfax County is now the second most racially di-
verse county in Virginia and is now a majority-minori-
ty population following Prince William County. While
white residents remain the largest racial or ethnic
group in the county, they are no longer the majority,
making up 47.1 percent of the overall population with
542,001 residents — a drop of nearly 50,000 people
from 2010, when the county’s 590,622 white residents
constituted 54.6 percent of its population. Compared
to the rest of the United States, Fairfax County ranked
42nd out of 3,143 counties in the country on the racial
and ethnic diversity index of the 2020 Census.

This new face of Virginia as identified in census re-
sults will be redistricted at the federal, state and local
levels. Virginia will retain eleven seats in the House
of Representatives, but the boundaries of the districts
will be redrawn by the General Assembly to reflect
shifts in populations. Likewise, House of Delegates
and State Senate seats will be drawn by a commis-
sion approved by the voters last year to reflect popu-
lation shifts. That Commission has already been hard
at work holding public hearings throughout the state.
Local governments will redistrict themselves.

Even before official counts until today we can trace
a different face for Virginia.

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

e Electrical (ELE)

¢ (ias Fitting (GFC)

¢ Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVA)

¢ Plumbing (PLB)

¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Angies list
SUPER SERVICE
AWARD

703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

nothing until the job

is complete for the
past 17 years
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NEWS

The Best Shot: Vax Up

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

he first day of the much antici-

pated, in-person return to school

for SY2021-22 looms for many

families, friends, and educators
in Fairfax County’s independent, public and
home-based education systems. The ques-
tion of whether to mask up or not is now off
the table given State Health Commissioner,
M. Norman Oliver, MD, MA pursuant to §§
32.1-13 and 32.1-20 of the Code of Virgin-
ia, issued a mandate in the form of public
health order. He cited that the public health
emergency due to COVID-19 continued to
exist and required all individuals aged two
and older to wear masks when indoors at
public and private K-12 schools to inhibit
the spread of the virus, as rec-

ka : -
Returning Strong and Staylng Strong-Fairfax County Publlc School students Source:
Return to School - Safety | Fairfax County Public Schools.

T

County families and

LOHSNITIDGS

educators discuss COVID-19
School Year 2021-22.

and we are committed to continuing to do
our part to stay safe and help others around
us in this pandemic,” Kohler said.

QUESTIONS have been raised about actions
by wealthier countries, like the U.S. stockpil-
ing vaccines and wondering if they are do-
ing enough globally to vaccinate individuals
in poorer countries. Mamta Murthi, World
Bank’s Vice President for Human Develop-
ment, said Aug. 3 from her Washington D.C.
home in a podcast,

“The situation that we see right now is ab-
solutely unacceptable because a large part of
the world remains unvaccinated, and this is
a danger for all of us... We could be in a sit-
uation where the pandemic is prolonged...
We also run the danger of the emergence of
mutations as the pandemic is prolonged and

the virus circulates amongst new-

ommended and described by the
CDC. Exceptions were noted in
the Order.

Educators can now focus on
student mental health, learn-
ing loss, credit recovery, and
achievement gap mitigation, but
only if learning does not unhing-
es due to COVID-19. Virginia
Department of Health stated on
its website, “Vaccination is the
most important public health ac-
tion to end the pandemic.”

The Connection opened a dis-
cussion about the vaccine and
education to those who walk the
front line, educators, families,
and alumni, to gain their insights
while balancing comments with
data and science.

Total

RETIRED FCPS TEACHER Ron
Goad urged others to get vac-
cinated. He was “appalled to
know” some of his friends were
vaccine-hesitant or refused to get

Vaccinations in Fairfax County, Virginia
How Do | Find a COVID-19 Vaccine?

People Vaccinated

% of Total Population

Population = 12 Years of Age

% of Population = 12 Years of Age
Population = 18 Years of Age

% of Population = 18 Years of Age
Population = 65 Years of Age

% of Population = 65 Years of Age

See more information on what these data mean.

Percent of Virginia's fully vaccinated recipients with valid county of

residence: 51.3%

States with lower percentages for valid county of residence should be

interpreted with caution.

At Least One Dose
662,033

57.7%

659,097

67.8%

600,077

68.1%

111,287

69.4%

CDC | Data as of: August 13, 2021 6:00am ET, Posted: Friday, August 13, 2021 4:36 PM ET

Fully Vaccinated

CDC has capped the percent of population coverage metrics at 99.9%. These metrics could be greater than 99.9% for multiple reasons, including census
denominator data not including all individuals that currently reside in the county (e.g., part time residents) or potential data reporting errors. Estimates may
change as new data are made available.

er populations. And this means
that we are all at danger of being
victim to a new mutation that ac-
tually escapes the immunity that
is being provided by vaccines.”
Source: Mamta Murthi (@Mamt-
aMurthi) / Twitter.

590,435 Finally, there is the question
about additional FDA-approved

212 and emergency use drugs for
588,517 those who get COVID, no matter
if they were unvaccinated or the

60.5% virus broke through. The U.S.
—— Food and Drug Administration ap-
' proved only one drug treatment
61.2% for COVID-19, the antiviral drug
Veklury (remdesivir) for adults

hlae and certain pediatric patients
62.8% with COVID-19 who are sick

enough to need hospitalization.
The FDA also issued Emergency
Use Authorizations for several
&'monoclonal antibody treatments
?";for COVID-19 to treat mild or
é moderate COVID-19 in adults and
leediatric patients, among them

it. He hoped that COVID vaccines
for students would be the crucial
panacea to keep schools open as
the virus bears down in a fourth wave fore-
casted to increase in Fairfax County by the
CDC.

Goad recalled the Salk polio vac-
cine[1955], developed with March of Dimes
funding. “I was just a little boy. My par-
ents were very smart; they didn’t question
science. I remember seeing a sign on the
back of a hearse that said, ‘Get your shot or
choose your plot...” I think we’ve been too
cordial and polite to allow foolishness to
have a voice.”

Karen E (last name withheld upon re-
quest) is a retired FCPS teacher too. Like
Goad, she recalled the Polio vaccine. “I was
a tiny girl when Polio vaccines were required
of all. I know my parents were married hap-
pier knowing I was not going to get Polio.
Our freedoms come with responsibilities as
well as rights. Given the threat of this pan-
demic, I think our responsibility to each oth-
er is greater than our individual rights just
wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

”

now.

Karen does not see the vaccine as an op-
tion. She has imagined the past two years
through teachers’ eyes. “As a friend of many
FCPS students’ parents, I have seen their
struggles, too. I think I can get behind the
plans for students to be vaccinated as a re-
quirement,” she said.

FCPS alumnus K. H. (name withheld upon
request) is an uncle to students preschool to
high school-aged, across the learning spec-
trum from homeschool, to private school to
public school. K.H. said that he trusted the
effectiveness of vaccines, that they would
protect him and others against COVID-19
breakthrough as he works in Fairfax Coun-
ty. However, he held concern for his niec-
es, nephews, and all those students under
12 years of age. “I am concerned about the
potential for outbreaks among children too
young to get it [the vaccine], and if schools
will be able to effectively control the spread
while still giving children a worthwhile edu-
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Vaccination rates in Fairfax County as of Aug. 13, 2021. Source: CDC COVID Data Tracker

cation,” he said.

As the Delta and Lambda variants infect
quicker and burn through the lungs faster,
questions arise about the vaccine effective-
ness. A preprint study found that the Pfizer
vaccine during the Minnesota Delta variant
prevalence in July 2021 showed a “more
pronounced reduction in effectiveness” at 42
percent effective in the Mayo Clinic Health
System. However, further evaluation in dos-
ing and vaccine composition was warranted,
the study said.

One person who responded sees COVID
in a brutal light. She is a COVID-19 ground
zero case, infected in March 2020. Taralyn
Tharp Kohler of Reston, parent of a high
school and college student, is “still experi-
encing long hauler symptoms including no
taste and smell for over a year and a half.”

“I do not wish on anyone what I've ex-
perienced. I want to trust that the vaccines
will provide protection against Covid-19 and
variants. My family has been vaccinated,

REGEN-COV for adults and pedi-
atrics, according to FDA U.S. Food
& Drug Administration.

Abdul Rashid Abdullah of Herndon said
that parents should be vaccinated in addi-
tion to their children if they wished to send
their children to school. “You have to push
for the entire household to be vaccinated;
otherwise, breakthrough infections can and
will occur. We have to get totally ahead of
this virus. We either are all out Patriots and
love our country, our children, and our com-
munities and are ready to do whatever is
necessary to protect them or not,” he said.
As a U.S. Army Veteran, Abdullah took his
oath seriously when he said he would protect
against All enemies’, both foreign and do-
mestic. “And this virus is yet another enemy.
Just like the ignorance that we’'re combating
regarding it,” he said.

No matter the type of schooling students in
Fairfax County attend, public, independent,
home-based, and other, at the beginning of
SY2021-22 remember: “We are a community
connected. Stay strong. This too will pass.”
@« 3



View of Pinecrt and ox MillRoads i Herndon before signaliza-

tion, as seen in VDOT slide presentation March 2021. The intersec-
tion is a two-way stop-controlled on Pinecrest approaches.

Dangerous Herndon Intersection Gets Signalization

Welcome
news for the
community.

By MERcCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

four-year community effort
following interim intersec-
tion improvements by the
Virginia Department of Transpor-
tation (VDOT) has resulted in the
installation of a reported $5.7M
(estimated) temporary traffic sig-
nal at the intersection of Fox Mill

Rd. (Route 665) and Pinecrest Rd.
in Herndon. Previously the inter-
section was a two-way stop-con-
trolled on Pinecrest approaches.
VDOT announced the new signal
as “active” on Aug. 10. Fairfax
County funded the project.

“Public involvement is key at ev-
ery phase of project development
and construction,” said Kathleen
R. Leonard, MPA, CPM Commu-
nications at Virginia Department
of Transportation. “Our project
team worked with residents with-
in the project limits over the last
several years to update the design
and implement incremental safe-
ty improvements, resulting in the

Rd and Fox
R8T i na

Injuries and property damage Pinecrest and Fox Mill Roads before

signalization. A VDOT Public Information Meeting held March
2021, by Andrew Beacher, PE | VDOT Preliminary Engineering Man-
ager and Chris Barksdale, PE | VDOT, Project Reporter, reported 53
crashes had occurred at the intersection from 2013-2020.

short-term signal solution while
the larger intersection improve-
ment project is developed. More
information and background on
the project are available online
here: traffic alert and the project
webpage,” she said.

According to VDOT records, the
community was concerned about
significant  back-ups occurring
along Fox Mill Rd. during peak
periods due to left-turning vehi-
cles stopped in the through lane
waiting for a break in traffic, and
during peak period it was difficult
for drivers to turn from Pinecrest
Rd. onto Fox Mill Rd.

Fox Mill Rd. averages 13,000

vehicles a day, and Pinecrest Rd.
averages up to 2,500, based on
2019 data according to VDOT. The
temporary signalization will re-
main until VDOT adds permanent
signalization and improvements
scheduled to begin fall of 2024.
Those improvements include “in-
stalling a permanent signal, add-
ing new left-turn lanes on north-
bound and southbound Fox Mill
Road, adding four crosswalks, re-
constructing sidewalks and curb
ramps, constructing an eight-foot-
wide walkway, and curb ramp at
the southeast corner of the inter-
section, and other improvements,”
according to VDOT.

yan Park and other mem-

bers of Scout Troop 577

in Centreville recently
completed a land conservation
project for the Fairfax Station
Railroad Museum in fulfillment
of Ryan’s Eagle Scout require-
ments.

Troop members cleared a
dedicated natural area of inva-
sive species and restored natu-
ral water drainage in order to
help retain the natural setting
around the Museum and the
immediate neighborhood.

Multiple Eagle Scout proj-
ects have been carried out over
the last year at the Museum.
Scouts have managed the com-
plex projects while complying
with COVID-19 protocols to as-
sure the health and safety of all
participants.

Centreville Scouts
Complete a Project for
the Fairfax Station
Railroad Museum

Ryan Park (center)
and members of
Troop 577 help
preserve a natural
set-off at the Fairfax
Station Railroad
Museum.

Ryan Park (sixth from rlghj mers ofoo 57,entrv111e.
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NEWS

Real Estate Market: Best Ever

First half 2021
compared to
same period
during 2020 and

2011 in Reston
real estate.

By JENNY McCLINTOCK

eston residential real estate
Rexperienced a strong first
half of 2021, topping its
healthy performance in 2020 and
recording double digit growth of a
whopping 30 percent over last year
measured by the number of closed
sales. Clearly the best year ever!
After the 2020 real estate mar-
ket experienced a slowdown mid-
March to mid-June due to the
pandemic and stay at home orders,
sales bounced back in the later
part of last year, finishing with 3
percent growth in total sales over
2019. But sales during the first
half of 2021 exceeded all expec-
tations with an unprecedented in-
crease in the total number of Res-
ton homes sold in all price brackets
combined. The jump is attributed
to many of the now familiar fac-
tors that emerged last year during
the pandemic: an influx of first-
time homebuyers to the market,
exodus from cities, the need for
more indoor and outdoor personal
space, the ability to choose home

as a work
location,
and families
moving in to-
gether seek-
ing  larger
homes.

Add to
that unusu-
ally low in-
ventory and
the effect is that homes for sale are
snapped up quickly. A balanced
market is one where there is a six
months’ supply of home inventory
in the pipeline, The term “months’
supply” refers to the number of
months it would take for the cur-
rent inventory of homes on the
market to sell, given the current
sales pace. Historically, six months
of supply is associated with moder-
ate price appreciation, and where
sellers and buyers are perceived to
have equal leverage in the home
sale transaction. Lower levels of
“months’ supply,” as is currently
the case, tend to push prices up
more rapidly. According to Realtor.
com, housing supply of inventory
sits at 2.5 months nationally as of
the end of May. In Reston, that
number is currently 1.1 months’
supply, creating a hyper seller’s
market.

Jenny McClintock.

IN 2021 FIRST HALF, the most
significant impact in home sales
as a percentage occurred in the
$750,000-$999,999 price range.
Whereas a total of 28 homes sold
in this bracket in 2011, 51 sold in
2020 and 117 in 2021, an increase

of 127 percent over the first half
of 2020. These numbers indicate
that home prices are appreciating
which is good news for Reston
homeowners. This increase is in
part fueled by continued histori-
cally low interest rates but more so
the unprecedented “bidding wars”
that drove sold prices up 5 percent
to 15 percent over list price!

Reator.com notes that mortgage
rates are expected to fluctuate near
historic lows through the summer
before beginning to climb this fall.
Those who haven’t yet taken advan-
tage of low rates to buy a home or
refinance still have the opportunity
to do so this summer. With prices
high, affordability is tied even more
strongly to mortgage rates, so po-
tential buyers starting to hunt for a
home should consider what chang-
es in mortgage rates mean for their
home shopping budget.

Looking back, there is historical
precedence for high home sales in
the three Reston zip codes, where
the five year period beginning in
2001 exceeded 2021 sales annual-
ly, peaking in 2005 at 938 homes
sold. The sales cycle returned to
more normal levels in 2006 and
2007 with 696 and 708 in sales,
respectively. The financial and
real estate markets corrected sig-
nificantly with lower sales of 473
in 2008 and 526 in 2009. The 589
sales in 2010 marked the begin-
ning of the turn toward recovery
in the market, and the number
of total sales has been on the rise
ever since. Notably, 2021 numbers
have topped annual sales every

Reston First Half 2021 Market Analysis
Home Sales - Based on Final Closed Price

2021 First Half Total Sales: 784

S1M and SS00K-
over STSOK-5999 STHIK SUnder S500K Total # Sales
Zip Code
20190 6 19 80 181 286
20191 11 57 84 172 324
20194 10 40 55 69 174
Total: 27 116 219 422 784
‘ 2020 First Half Total Sales: 604
S1M and SS00K-
over STS0K-5999 ST49K SUnder SS00K Total # Sales
Zip Code
20190 3 8 60 146 217
20191 5 26 69 170 270
20194 9 17 32 59 117
Total: 17 51 161 375 604
i 2011 First Half Total Sales: 498
S1M and SS00K-
over STSOK-5999 ST49K SUnder S500K Total # Sales
Zip Code
20190 1 4 30 115 150
20191 0 9 49 163 221
20194 5 15 30 77 127
Total: 6 28 109 355 498

year since 2006.

LOOKING FORWARD, there is still
considerable demand for buyers
throughout all of Reston. Proper-
ties selling quickly at or above ask-
ing price is enticing for sellers who
are considering a move now or
in the future. The good news for
buyers is those low interest rates,
and additional appreciation if the
market continues to rise as expect-
ed. With such a strong market
showing in the first half of 2021,

all indications point to an equal-
ly robust second half of the year.
Stay tuned!

Jenny McClintock and Sue Bender
are with HBC Group at Keller Wil-
liams and are active and experienced
Realtors® living in Reston. Jenny,
alongside her business partners Karen
Briscoe and Lizzy Conroy, work with
sellers, buyers, investors and builders
throughout Northern Virginia in all
price ranges.  www.HBCGroupKW.
com, 703-731-2412, jenny@hbc-
groupkw.com

A floating patchwork
quilt of boats cruising
across Lake Anne.

Pedaling and
Paddling the
Reservoir
Savoring the
last unofficial
days of sum-
mer on Lake
Anne in Reston.

By MERCIA HOBSON
CONNECTION NEWSPAPERS

ater lovers made their way to docks at
Lake Anne Plaza in Reston for one more
summer Sunday, paddling and pedaling

on the tree-lined reservoir. The Tekle family Tadd,
Kalkidan, and daughter Eliana, 6, and Jonathan,

My

5, cruised in the comfort of a four-person pedal boat.
They merrily floated here and there, dropped their

hands in the water, then explored a bit more on the

quiet lake. No motors or speed demons here. They
waved to passersby looking very content with enough
space for four to stretch out and lounge.

Asked why this, why today, Tadd called out, “For
the enjoyment. And before school starts.”

The Tekle family on Lake Anne in Reston wave goodbye to summer.
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Upgrade Your Home with a LIMITED TIME OFFER
NEW METAL ROOF . & 60 off
+
- TAKE AN ADDITIONAL
@ WY Wadein ==
the USA
Call today to schedule your Wtkersand e Resonders
MMRM’!
1-844-902-4611

Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime! /4 YOUR INSTALLATION
10% off
\ FREE ESTIMATE ERIE 7

TRANSFORM YOUR BATH OR SHOWER
IN AS LITTLE AS ONE DAY

i7$500 Off

]
]
i
1 NO PAYMENTS &
i
)

NO INTEREST
FOR 18 MONTHS™

Ofter Expires 9,30 2021

“Ircludes product and lebor, bethiub, shower o welkein fub end wall sumound, This BATH &  Military & Senior
pramotian cannct becombined with any ofher offer O‘herred'nu'u 'm,' q)p..' hs SHOWER Discounts Available
offer expines Sept 30, 2021, Bach dealerchip & ind y owned and

“Third party finzncing & avalabie Forthese cletomers who qualfy ueeym.rr"eae 8 44 g 9 4 5 b 1 6 3 1
for details. @2021 BCI Acrylic, Inc.

Way to Power
Your Home.

R R R AR AR

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!*

| (833) 688-1378

*Offer value when purchased at retail.

Solar panels sold separately.

— . BACKED BY A
Filter vear-rounp
PROTECTION CLOG-FREE

" GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% « 102

YOUR ENTIRE SENIORS &
PURCHASE MILITARY?

+ 5% OFF . VIENSAL:

TO THE FIRST 50 — -
CALLERS ONLY!~  [==— EEE

* * ok

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!'
Promo Code: 285

1Subject o cre

= CALL US TODAY FOR
> A FREE ESTIMATE 1-877-614-6667

(@ASSLELED™
M\X/WCONN ECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

To ADVERTISE IN THIS PAPER, CALL BY MONDAY [1:00 aAM 703-778-9411

Employment Employment

Announcements

“Work independently on projects covering wide range of domain involving com-
puter modeling, simulation, and analysis in material handling, mining, chemical
processing, manufacture, supply chain, maritime & port operations, and health-
care domain; Review conceptual models with clients and independently develop a
functional specification for simulation projects;

Develop programs in advanced analytics software suites; Independently develop,
document and train MOSIMTEC employees on MBOK (MOSIMTEC Book of Knowl-
edge)™ methodology; Independently develop data extraction-transformation-load
(ETL) software tool to pre-process simulation input data for digital twin develop-
ment. Req.: B.S. (or foreign equiv.) in Economics, Finance, or a closely related field
of study; 2 years of job-related experience; Experience to include working with Si-
mio, AnyLogic, Java, Python, C#, Tableau, QlikView, Monte Carlo models, Apache
Spark. Resume: HR, MOSIMTEC, LLC, 297 Herndon Parkway, Suite 302, Herndon,
VA 20170. Job ID: VAML21.”

vdh.virginia.gov/backtoschool/

Prepare for
power outages
with a Generac
home standby
generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

844-947-1479 '

GENERAC

FREE

7Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Special Financing Available

Subject to Credit Approval

*To qualify, consumers must requ a quote, purchase, install and
activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of
terms and conditions.
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GENERAC
———ccee R

SALES & NETWORKING
SPEECH COACH
Two INC 500 Awards. Over 22 years Sales
(high tech, real estate, medical device),
Teaching/Lecturing experience (Johns
Hopkins, George Washington, University of
Colorado).
Get Results.

Text: 703-789-2660

Services

PRESSURE WASHING PROS

In Business for 25 Years

¢ Soft Wash

¢ Deck Cleaning/Staining
* Fences

¢ Driveways

pwashingpros.com

(703) 378-8645

Call the licensed and bonded pros with
the best pricing in the NoVA area today.

Employment

Software Development Engineer
(REQ #R166) @Transaction Ser-
vies Network, Inc. in Restton, VA.
Participate in full development life
cycle of TNS software products.
Reqg’s BS or foreign equiv in CS,
Applied CS, or related field & 5
yrs exp. May work remotely. Oth-
er req’s apply. Mail CV/CL to TNS,
S. Carver, 10740 Parkridge Blvd,
Ste 100, Reston, VA 20190. Must
reference title/Req #.

Employment

Amazon Data Services, Inc.
seeks candidates for the
following (multiple positions
available) in Herndon, VA:

Manager Position

Program Manager | (Job Code
150.3842.7).

Report ad hoc, weekly and
monthly operating metrics.
Conduct Operational Analysis,
Ad-hoc analysis and presenting
results to senior management.

Mail CV to: Amazon, PO Box
81226, Seattle, Washington
98108, referencing job code.

Legals

ABC LICENSE
Matsutake Reston Inc. trading Matsutake
Sushi & Sake Bar, 1492 N Point Village
Center, Reston, VA 20194-1190. The
above establishment is applying to the
VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a WINE &
BEER On & Off Premises / Mixed Beverage
Restaurant licenses to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages. Heesook Chun/Presi-
dent. NOTE: Objections to the issuance of
this license must be submitted to ABC no
later than 30 days from the publishing date
of the first of two required newspaper legal
notices. Objections should be registered at
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



CALENDAR

NOW THRU AUG. 29

At Water’s Edge. 12-5 p.m. At Reston Art Gallery
and Studios, 11400 Washington Plaza W at
Lake Anne, Reston. Sandra Dovberg’s show
of paintings and Cnidarian wall sculptures is
a unique focus on where land meets water.
Open on

weekends through August 29. The show is open
on weekends through August 14-15, 21-22,
and 28-29. Meet the artist. She’ll be in the
gallery from 2 - 4 p.m. on

August 21 and 29. Visit the website: www.res-
tonartgallery.com.

AUG. 18-22

Tysons Library Booksale. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. At Ty-
sons Pimmit Regional Library, 7584 Leesburg
Pike, Falls Church. Large selection of books
and media for all ages and interests. Proceeds
benefit the Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library
and related activities. Visit the website:
https://booksalefinder.com/VA.html#X2291

WOLF TRAP PERFORMANCES

At Wolf Trap Farm Park, McLean.

August 19 — Train with special guest Vertical
Horizon

August 20 — Harry Connick Jr. and his Band

August 22 - Yacht Rock Revue

<call>Thursday/Aug. 19

<cal2>Bull Dog Barbecue. 4-8:30 p.m. At West-
field High School in Chantilly. To welcome
Westfield High School students and their
families back to school, they are hosting the
annual Bull Dog Barbecue and Back to School
Night. Back to School will start the event
followed by live performances, sign up for
clubs, learn more about activities, food trucks
and food vendors and much more. Teacher
and administrative staff will be available to
answer your questions. This event is only
for Westfield High School students and their
families. Contact Luann Hoyseth at 703-488-
3895.

FRIDAY/AUG. 20

Friday Night Live. 6:30 p.m. At Herndon Town
Green, Herndon. Popular free outdoor concert
series returns to regular performances. This
will be the 27th season for the concert series
which is produced by the Herndon Chamber
of Commerce.

Schedule

Aug 20 -- JunkFood;

Aug 27 -- All-Star Band;

Sept 3 -- Shake the Room;

Sept 10 -- keeton + 8 Track Jones;

Sept 17 -- The Reflex;

Sept 24 -- Screaming Monkeys.

AUG. 20-SEPT. 5

“An Act of God.” At NextStop Theatre Company
in Herndon, 269 Sunset Park Drive, Herndon.
The season opens with ‘An Act of God,” a
funny comedy in which God, along with his
two “wingmen,” answer some of the most
pressing questions that have plagued man-
kind since Creation. By David Javerbaum and
directed by Tuyet Pham. Season subscriptions
are available by calling the NextStop Box
Office at 703-481-5930x0 or by visiting www.
nextstoptheatre.org.

AUG. 21-29

“Making Opera Soup.” At Boro Park at The Boro
Tysons, 8350 Broad Street, Tysons. Presented
by 1st Stage of Tysons. Opera singer Mirabal
invokes the excitement and magic of opera
in a performance for children and families.
Dates: August 21 at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., Au-
gust 22 at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m., August 28 at
3 p.m., August 29 at 11 a.m. and 3 p.m. Visit
www. 1ststage.org.

SATURDAY/AUG. 21

Tinner Music Festival. 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. At
Cherry Hill Park, 300 Park Ave., Falls Church.
Tinner Hill Music Festival will have great
music,

fun activities, food, and beverages. Headliners:
BB King Blues Band,

Bonerama and The Legendary Wailers featuring
Julian ‘Junior” Marvin. Cost: $35.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Harry Connick Jr. will appear at Wolf
Trap on Aug. 20, 2021.

SUNDAY/AUG. 22

Concert on the Green. 6-8 p.m. At the Village
Centre Green, behind the Old Brogue, Great
Falls. Featuring Diamond Alley. Sponsored by
AOG Wealth Management.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 25

Vienna Volunteer Fire Department Fundraiser.
4-8 p.m. At Chipotle Mexican Grill, 213 Ma-
ple Ave. E, Vienna. The Vienna Volunteer Fire
Department Auxiliary is having a fundraiser
at Chipotle Mexican Grill. Show the press
release, flyer, or smartphone release, or tell
the cashier that you're supporting the cause
to make sure that 33% of the proceeds will be
donated to the Vienna Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment Auxiliary. If you order online, use code
HNMXWP8 before checkout in “promo” field.
Funds raised go towards purchasing lifesaving
equipment for the fire department.

AUG. 27-28

“Charmed Life.” 8 p.m. At Boro Park at The Boro
Tysons, 8350 Broad Street, Tysons. Presented
by 1st Stage. This autobiographical solo per-
formance tells not only Lori Brown Mirabal’s
own story, but also pays homage to famous
entertainers including Oprah, Cab Calloway
and Luciano Pavarotti who had a hand in her
rise, and she salutes the Black women opera
singers who paved the way. Visit www.1st-
stage.org.

SATURDAY/AUG. 28

Eddie From Ohio. 7:30 to 9 p.m. At Arrowbrook
Centre Park, 2351 Field Point Road, Herndon.
Too energetic to be labeled just “folk,” and
not angry enough to be pegged “alternative,”
Eddie from Ohio continues to defy description
with a unique blend of vocals and acoustic
instrumentation. Call 703-324-SHOW (7469)
for any inclement weather updates.

AUG. 28-29

VietFest. At Tysons Corner Center, Bloomingdale’s
Parking Lot. Saturday, August 28, 10 a.m. -
10 p.m.; Sunday, August 29 11 a.m. - 8 p.m.
Dive into Vietnamese culture, music, and
activities for the whole family. Enjoy food,
fun, and entertainment, including the Annual
VietFest’s Got Talent, Miss VietFest United
States Pageant, Mr. VietFest Competition,
and competitive eating contests. Visit www.
vietfest.com.

RCC WELCOMES BACK PATRONS

Reston Community Center announces that
several of its most popular Lifelong Learning
programs will return to the schedule this fall.
Registration and reservations are now open
for both Reston and Non-Reston patrons to
attend:

Bridge — Intermediate and advanced players
are invited to play Mondays at RCC Hunters
Woods (10:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.) and Tuesdays
at RCC Lake Anne (10:00 a.m. — 1:00 p.m.)
Free, but registration is required.

OaK HiLL/HERNDON / RESTON / CHANTILLY CONNECTION / CENTRE VIEW ¢ AUGUST 18-24, 2021 <

pBTSINESS™

DIRECTORY

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

CaLL 703-549-0004

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

K &D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated
Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc...

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

lektrkman28@gmail.com

Quality Tree Service

& Landscaping

- Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured. -

Tree removal, topping & pruning, -

shrubbery trimming, mulching, =
leaf removal, planting, hauling, "
gutter cleaning, retaining walls, =5
drainage problems, etc. -

- - A

25 years of experience — Free estimates -

- 703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

( Q ProDrainage

Eco~Friendly Landscape Drainage Experts
F Patios,F g Walls & More

Your Neighborhood Company since 19871
703-772-0500 www.Prodrainage.com

WA, Licansed Class A Contracior

Drainage, Erasion,L

Sign up for

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS. COM/SUBSCRIBE

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As | approach my four-week anniversary of
“the burning,” | do so with cautious optimism that
one day soon, I'll be walking upright once again
and doing so without the assistance of my walker.
No more leaning over at the waist to grab the
walker’s waist-high grab bars. No more pulling/
pushing myself up as | try to gain leverage in
order to balance my weight so as not to fall back-
wards or to the side. And finally, once standing,
no more hopping on my right foot as | favor the
left; the location where the podiatrist pointed to
and said at our last appointment: “You can see
where that is ground zero;” meaning, the worst
of the burn. And four weeks later, ‘ground zero’
is still ultra sensitive and not bearing too much
weight. The emergency room doctor had said the
healing will “likely take weeks, not months.” And
four-plus weeks into my recovery, | would say her
assessment/prediction was spot on. But I’'m not
there yet. I'm somewhat better than | have been,
but I'm still not ready to solo. Although I did drive
for the first time yesterday. It was no problem (my
driving foot is my right foot so pressing on the
pedals was not the least bit painful. However, if
there had been a clutch involved, | wouldn’t have
been up to driving). Still, success, and a feeling of
independence once again.

Fortunately, the clown shoes that the local
emergency room provided finally are proving to
be useful. The strappy, cushiony, black, open-
toe sandals with the thick white soles I'm now
wearing all day were designed to give the foot
breathing room along with some support. How-
ever, in the early weeks following “the burning,”
when I placed my foot in the sandal, the insole
felt rough as if it were tearing up the bottoms of
my feet, exactly where the second degree burns
had occurred. Since it seemed like it was hinder-
ing my recovery, | rarely wore them and instead
put on thick socks (over the bandages lined with
medication) and walked around on the heels of
my feet while attempting to keep the balls of my
feet (where the burns were) elevated and off the
floor. It enabled me to mostly get around, but
now, being able to wear the sandals, I'm much
more ambulatory.

And so it finally feels as if the worm has
turned, as they say. The sole on my right foot is
exhibiting all the proper signs of new skin having
formed and is a few days away, according to my
nurse-wife, Dina (who has been bandaging my
feet up to three times daily since “the burning”)
of returning to its pre-burned status. As such, | am
nearly able to put all my weight on my right foot
as necessary as | continue to favor the “ground-
zero” left foot. However, if | ever inadvertently
place my full weight on my left foot, | am trans-
ported emotionally back to July 17 when | first
stepped on that hot pavement. | don’t exactly see
stars, but | certainly feel pain until I lift up that
left foot and start to hop on my right. Oh, what a
relief that is, as | attempt to retrieve my bearings
and find some place to sit, immediately.

That being said, I am most definitely on the
mend. Getting on my feet, still with the aid of
my walker, doesn’t conjure the same fear and
loathing and pain as it once did. Urges to visit the
bathroom are no longer delayed as much as pos-
sible. Nor are they fraught with anxiety and exas-
peration concerning the effort required to make
the short walk to water the closet, especially in
the middle of the night when the house is dark.
But today, | can just about see the future (and
a return to normal/independence) which may
include a visit to close friends who live in Ocean
City, Maryland, a k a the beach. And when I do,
I'll certainly be upright and walking normally, but
I won't ever be barefoot, inside or out. | can’t take
any chances. As slow as my recovery has been,

I don’t suppose its pace has anything to do with
my underlying medical condition: thyroid cancer.
Nevertheless, | don’t see any benefit to stressing
my immune system anymore than is absolutely
necessary. It already has more than enough to do
attempting to keep the cancer in check.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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volunteers (from left) Marissa O’Neill and Aisha Husain joined Executive Director Elenor Hodges,
holding sensor devices that measure ground level heat.

Universities Measure Heat
Disparities 1n Virginia
Marymount professor and student join ‘Heat Watch’
effort to measure heat disparities in Virginia.
“Information that we gather can
better inform policymakers and
urban planners as they allocate

funding for green spaces and invest
in urban designs that can minimize

By MARILYN CAMPBELL
THE CONNECTION

nduring dangerously high
E temperatures, Marymount

University student Bader
Hakami and biology professor Su-
san Agolini spent a day working as
community scientists. The collect-
ed data that will help locate north-
ern Virginia’s heat islands, urban
areas that experience higher tem-
peratures than suburban neighbor-
hoods.

Volunteers from Northern Vir-
ginia, including students, faculty
and representatives from EcoAct-
ion Arlington and the Virginia De-
partment of Forestry, recorded air
temperatures and humidity using
handheld thermal sensors. Their
work was part of the Virginia Foun-
dation for Independent Colleges’
(VFIC) Heat Watch project.

“The information that we gath-
er can better inform policymakers
and urban planners as they allo-
cate funding for green spaces and
invest in urban designs that can
minimize the heat islands,” said
Susan Agolini, Ph.D. Assistant Pro-
fessor of Biology, Marymount Uni-
versity.

More than 20 students, facul-
ty and volunteers from northern
Virginia joined the project as part

the heat islands.”

— Susan Agolini, Ph.D. Assistant Professor of Biology,

of their commitment to protecting
the environment.

“I participated in ‘Heat Watch’
because I wanted to give back
to the community,” said Bad-
er Hakami, a nursing student at
Marymount. “I learned how the
heat-mapping process is conduct-
ed and most importantly how the
information might be put to good
use for the environment.”

July 2021 was the world’s hot-
test month ever recorded, accord-
ing to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration’s Na-
tional Centers for Environmental
Information. ‘Heat Watch’ was con-
ducted on July 15.

Previous VFIC collections have
revealed temperature differences

Marymount University

as significant as 16 degrees be-
tween the coolest and hottest ar-
eas. Heat islands are often found
in low-income communities, says
Agolini.

Poor housing conditions includ-
ing lack of air conditioning and
small living spaces put these com-
munities in danger of heat-related
illnesses and deaths.

“Being aware of these heat is-
lands can also help health care
providers and advocates know
which areas, and therefore popula-
tions, are going to be most suscep-
tible to heat-related health issues,”
she said.

Angelino estimates that the
group will be able to identify heat
island within the next eight weeks.
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and Pat Rhoads, store manager.

Marina Garcia Marks 25

Years with The Closet

Invested, she mentors others
as The Closet invests in her.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

nce again, the Board of
Directors of The Closet
of the Greater Hern-

don Area, Inc. experienced the
distinct opportunity to extend
its heartfelt congratulations to
another employee marking a
significant twenty-fifth work
anniversary with the non-prof-
it thrift shop. On Tuesday, June
15, 2021, the Closet hosted a
celebration for Marina Garcia of
Herndon.

Garcia began her career as a
merchandise associate in 1996.
She learned and grew with
The Closet, becoming invested
in its mission, operation, and
connecting with co-workers.
This was a day to celebrate suc-
cesses, Garcia’s contributions,
friendships, and belonging - all
the reasons why she chose to in-
vest 25 years and personal trust
with the company.

Gene Wiley, President of
the Board of Directors for The
Closet, and Pat Rhoads, Store
Manager, joined Garcia and her
co-workers for a recognition
luncheon and framed certificate
presentation at The Closet.

“She is a jack-of-all-trades
who sets an example for other
employees on how to become as
cross-trained as she is. Her ex-
perience has shown others how
to get the job done in the best
way possible,” said Wiley.

“Marina is very dedicated, a
hard worker,” added Patricia
Rhoads, Store Manager. She
described how Garcia is com-

mitted to The Closet’s success,
willing to go the extra mile,
even when the work is hard. In
addition, Rhoads said that Gar-
cia shares valuable institutional
knowledge with other employ-
ees and volunteers. According
to Wiley, Garcia mastered every
element of the store’s processing
operation, from accepting dona-
tions, pricing them, and getting
the items to the retail floor.

“We can always count on Ma-
rina to be there when there’s
work to be done. She’s very
reliable. As a Spanish-speaker,
she is an important liaison to
The Closet’s Latino clientele,”
Wiley said.

Looking around the store,
Garcia described how The Clos-
et changed over the years. She
expressed pride in the store’s
reimagined floor plan, product
qualities, and displays, many el-
ements that held her fingerprint.
“Everything has changed... It is
beautiful inside.” Asked about
her happiest day at work, Gar-
cia smiled and said that day. “I
thank God. I thank everybody.”

Garcia is the third Closet em-
ployee, along with Lien Tran
and Diem Tran, to reach the
twenty-fifth milestone work
anniversary. According to the
United States Bureau of Labor
Statistics on Employee Tenure,
“The median number of years
that wage and salary workers
had been with their current em-
ployer was 4.1 years in January
2020.” The Closet is proud to
have Marina Garcia as a valued
member of The Closet Team,”
said Wiley.
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