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A
t 1 a.m. the night before, Mount 
Vernon resident Todd Cary threw 
three pork shoulders on his kama-
do grill that “looks like a big green 

egg,” Cary said. The grill that has made him 
famous on his block where they gathered for 
National Night Out, and this year he had a 
secret ingredient too. “Something I read on-
line said to add Dr. Pepper,” he said, and it 
seemed to do the trick as the whole block 
came out for this annual gathering, joined 
by Fairfax County Police officers from the 
Mount Vernon District.

“He’s been waiting a year for this,” said 
Todd’s wife Nancy Suska.

The barbecue feast at the Surrey at the 
Potomac neighborhood was one of several 
gatherings around the Mount Vernon area 
for this annual event that brings the police 
officers into the neighborhoods to share 
some good will on all sides. Police bring the 
patrol truck, police badge stickers and even 
let the children turn on the flashing lights.

Last year, this event was cancelled because 
of the pandemic. With the nice weather on 
Tuesday, it was outdoors and some folks 
wore masks.

“Last year, we really missed it,” said Sus-
ka.

Over in Mount Vernon Manor, Dasha Leary 
organized their event, and it was highlight-

ed by two big dogs running around with the 
children and the parents. 

“This is a street we just about shut down 
and break out the barbecues,” her husband 
said.

 
NNO 2021

National Night Out began in 1984 when 
Matt Peskin, founder and executive director 
of National Association of Town Watch, in-
troduced it in Philadelphia as a way to break 
down the boundaries between law enforce-
ment and the community. Peskin started 
promoting the sense of community with a 
newsletter, and as he met with community 
leaders, the first gathering was born to re-
place the newsletter. The first annual Na-
tional Night Out involved 2.5 million neigh-
bors across 400 communities in 23 states.

This year, it was described this year as 
”America’s Night Out Against Crime,” it said 
on the FCPD website. It was designated as 
an annual neighborhood-based crime and 
drug prevention event and an opportunity 
to show neighborhood spirit and strengthen 
partnerships with local police.

Dogs, barbecue and 
desserts highlight 
the annual event.

National Night Out: Camaraderie Fills the Streets

Got to have the homemade dessert to 
cap off the meal.

The Mount Vernon officers say “cheese.”

The barbecue sandwiches at National Night Out are a hit with the squad from 
Mount Vernon.

The family dog had to see what was going on.

On National Night Out in Mount Vernon, 
children flock to the badge stickers that 
are handed out.

One-year-old Kai McCone Cortina behind 
the wheel in the police SUV.
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but 
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria, 
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our 
Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Old Town | $1,689,000
Chic historic home! Stunning renovation in 2014 
created a luxurious modern presentation with high-
end finishes behind a classic Federal façade. Open 
floor plan, 3 gas fireplaces, 2 spa-like full baths, and a 
gorgeous private patio. 210 N Fairfax Street
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

OPEN SUN 8/15, 2-4

Del Ray
$729,900
Fabulously updated 
2-bedroom, 2-bath 
townhouse with open 
floor plan. Large island 
with waterfall quartz 
counters and stainless 
appliances leads to 
dining and living. Great 
fully fenced yard. Rec 
room with beautifully 
remodeled bath. Walk 
to “The Avenue.”  
11 Kennedy Street

Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

OPEN SUN 8/15, 2-4

Jefferson Park | $1,109,500
Wonderful cul-de-sac location! Lovely wood floors, 
fireplace in living room, first floor bedroom with bath. 
Rear addition provides large gourmet kitchen, large 
windows and window seat making this the center of 
the home! 2508 Clay Street
Donna Cramer 703.627.9578
www.DonnaCramer.com

Fairfax City | $765,000
Impeccably maintained 5-bedroom, 3-bath home. 
Recently painted throughout with hardwood floors 
on the main level. Updates include: new master bath, 
newer kitchen and roof, new basement floor, generator, 
and deck off dining room.  10926 Orchard Street
José River 703.582.6867
www.JoseRiveraHomes.com

Belle Haven | $869,900
This classic stone and stucco 1930s update has 
everything. Features large living room, gracious dining 
room, eat-in kitchen and family room/office. 3 large 
bedrooms, 2 full baths and roof-top deck overlooking 
the private yard. 6022 Fort Hunt Road
Janet Caterson Price 703.622.5984
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

Old Town | $897,300
Fully renovated, light-filled, spacious 3-bedroom, 
2.5-bath 1920 detached townhouse. Open floor plan, 
gourmet kitchen with huge island, private fenced-in 
patio & yard, & room to create parking. 2.5 blocks to King 
St dining & shopping. Walk to 2 Metros. 320 N Henry St
Nada Seide 703.350.3803
www.callnada.com

OPEN SAT 8/14, 1-3 & SUN 8/15, 2-4

Plymouth Haven | $810,000
Beautifully updated 4-bedroom, 2.5-bath home across 
from Fort Hunt Park boasts an open concept floor plan 
with renovated kitchen and bathrooms. You’ll love 
the main floor laundry/mudroom, garage, and private 
backyard patio Waynewood E.S. 8845 Fort Hunt Rd
Kristy Crombie & Erika Olsen 571.969.1774
www.CrombieAndOlsen.com

OPEN SUN 8/15, 2-4

McENEARNEY ASSOCIATES 
I S  PL E ASE D TO WE L COM E

BARRY JOHNSON
TO T HE AL E XANDRIA OFFICE

If you are thinking of buying, selling or renting, 
call Barry today at 202.838.7712, or email him  

at BarryJohnson@McEnearney.com.

BarryJohnsonRealtor.com
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News

By Mercia Hobson
The Gazette 

T
he level of community transmis-
sion of COVID-19 in Fairfax Coun-
ty is increasing again. It entered 
the “substantial” category, the sec-

ond to the highest level on Tuesday, Aug. 2, 
following an upward trend reported by the 
CDC. The same week, Fairfax County Public 
Schools (FCPS) continued vaccinating eligi-
ble students at school-based clinics under a 
public-private partnership.

During a media event on Wednesday, Aug. 
3, while visiting one of the clinics, Superin-
tendent  Dr. Scott Brabrand announced that 
FCPS wants to be ready to roll to get eligible 
children vaccinated during the school day 
with parent permission. There are 83,000 
students under the age of 12 entering school 
buildings for in-person learning on Aug. 
23, according to Brabrand. Because of their 
ages, the students are not yet eligible for the 
vaccine.

Fairfax County Public Schools, in partner-
ship with the County’s Health Department, 
hosted free school-based COVID-19 vaccina-
tion clinics for adolescents 12 years of age 
and older at three school clinic sites, Hern-
don Elementary on Wednesday, Aug. 4, Jus-
tice High School in Falls Church on Thurs-
day, Aug. 5, and Liberty Middle School in 
Clifton on Friday, Aug. 6. 

ON WEDNESDAY,  Brabrand visited Hern-
don Elementary School to see firsthand the 
public health initiative underway. According 
to Brabrand, the division finished the last 
school year, getting almost 5,000 students 
their first  COVID-19 vaccine dose. The di-
vision plans to have additional clinics up 
running this fall under a public-private part-
nership. 

“[Currently], we are at 75 percent in Fair-
fax County Public Schools of 12 to 17-year-
olds to have their first dose. Now, we want 
to get that number even higher, so we have 
school vaccination clinics this week at multi-
ple schools, and we want to continue,” Bra-
brand said. 

 “The solution to this pandemic, to make 
sure all schools return in this county five 
days in person, is the vaccination of all of 
our eligible students. Right now, it’s all of 
our 12-years-olds and up.  We are prepar-
ing and working very closely to have more 
school vaccination clinics this fall at, at least 
40 locations,” Brabrand added.

According to Brabrand, as the eligibility 
age for vaccination goes lower and lower, 
the division will be able to vaccinate thou-
sands more children “to have a year that is 
as close to normal as possible.” 

“Vaccination is part of the solution,” said 
Brabrand.

Students accompanied by their parents 

and guardians continued to enter the school 
to take advantage of the COVID-19 vaccine 
opportunity. Maycoll (last name withheld), 
12, sat in the large room with others in the 
process of getting their vaccination. Maycoll 
said he would be attending Herndon Middle 
School in a couple of weeks. After receiving 
his immunization, Maycoll said, “It didn’t 
hurt, just a little pinch. I relaxed my arm.”

Rising freshman at Herndon High School, 
Kimberley Jiminez, 13, of Herndon, was 
about to exit the school clinic after receiving 
her vaccine. “I feel safe now because I got 
the vaccine [but], I will leave my mask on 
because others may not be vaccinated, and 
this is my first dose.”

According to Brabrand, like many other 

schools in Northern Virginia, Fairfax Coun-
ty Public Schools is starting the school year 
2021-22 with universal masking to coun-
teract the Delta variant and reassure staff, 
students, parents, and the community that 
the division is committed to safe learning in 
school buildings.

BRABRAND said FCPS wanted to be very 
clear about social distancing. “Ninety-nine 
point five percent of our students are re-
turning in person. Social distancing is not 
going to be possible in all of our schools and 
classrooms, and we’re not going to build a 
false expectation to our community.” He said 
where schools and classrooms could have 
additional capacity and additional distanc-
ing; social distancing would be possible. 

Instead, schools are focused on layered 
mitigation strategies in line with the CDC- 
universal masking, upgrades to ventilation 
systems, and continued sanitation and hy-
giene efforts practiced well.

In addition, there would be professional 
monitoring sourced outside of FCPS. “We’ll 
continue to have safety teams coming in, 
an outside company similar to the one that 
Loudon County used, to continue to make 
sure that our staff is following all the safety 
procedures to keep schools safe,” said Bra-
brand. 

He added that contact tracing would con-
tinue to be done because “the more contact 
tracing support we have, the quicker we can 
turn around having kids who may be paused 
at home, so they can get back in the class-
room.”

Brabrand said to make immunization of 
their children easy for parents and guard-
ians who give their permission; it will be 
provided within the confines of the school 
day, even for the youngest children. “So, 
we’re super excited about that. We really 
want to model for the rest of the country, 
vaccinate. We need to move away from the 
battles.  Everybody needs to have kids back 
in school.  Once they’re back in school, we’ve 
got to make it seamless and easy to get ev-
eryone vaccinated, including our students 
and including our youngest students in ele-
mentary school.”

According to Brabrand, FCPS is working 
on a protocol where parents can give per-
mission and not physically be present with 
their children when the vaccine is given in 
school. However, FCPS knows some parents 
will want to be there, and they are working 
out the details.

Jeimmy Molina, 13, on her way to Hern-
don Middle School, received her vaccination. 
In an interview, Jeimmy answered what she 
would tell those with vaccine hesitancy. “To 
my friends and family, I’d say that I did it, 
and I encourage you to do it too.”  

Mercia Hobson/The Gazette
Maycoll (last name withheld), 12, a Fair-
fax County student receives his COVID-19 
vaccine at a school vaccination site.

(From left) Renee 
Gorman, Kimberlin 
Jiminez,13, Scott 
Brabrand, Super-
intendent Fairfax 
County Public 
Schools, Hansel 
Molina, and Jeim-
my Molina take 
a congratulatory 
photo after Kim-
berlin and Jeim-
my receive their 
first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine.

The Level of Community Transmission in Fairfax County, Virginia escalates 
into ‘substantial.’

Expansion of  school 
COVID-19 vaccination 
clinics underway.

FCPS Priority One: Get Eligible Students Vaccinated

Photo by  
Mercia Hobson/

The Gazette
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Opinion

By Delegate Paul Krizek 

E
xciting news came from 
our nation’s capital this 
week as the bipartisan $1 
trillion Infrastructure Bill, 

the Infrastructure Investment and 
Jobs Act of 2021, is poised for 
final passage in Congress. This 
once-in-a-generation piece of 
legislation will invest $550 bil-
lion in new infrastructure spend-
ing across the nation and will create tens of 
thousands of jobs here in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia. Senators Warner and Kaine, who 
worked tirelessly on this legislation, as well as 
the White House, released exciting data on how 
this legislation will deliver for Virginia.

This legislative package appropriates $110 
billion for roads and bridges, $66 billion for 
rail, and $39 billion for public transit spread 
across the country. Of this funding, Virginia can 
expect to receive over the next five years $7 bil-
lion for highway programs and $537 million for 
bridge repairs and replacement, which could 
be used to fund long-awaited and much-need-
ed projects across the Commonwealth. Here in 
Northern Virginia, the funding could be used 
towards projects like the Route 1 widening in 
Fairfax and Prince William counties which will 
soon be underway, and the possible extension 
of the future Fairfax County bus rapid transit 
line (BRT) into Prince William, which the Vir-
ginia Department of Rail and Public Transporta-
tion (DRPT) is currently studying. Other North-
ern Virginia projects that could potentially 

receive funding include 
the replacement of the 

American Legion Bridge and the 
I-495 Express extension from the 
bridge to the Dulles Toll Road, as 
well as the replacement of Long 
Bridge that will allow for future 
expansion of the Virginia Railway 
Express (VRE) and Amtrak rail 
service.

Here in Virginia, as I’m sure 
you know first hand, 577 bridg-
es and over 2,124 miles of high-
way are rated in poor condition. 

Since 2011, commute times have increased by 
7.7 percent in Virginia and on average, each 
driver pays $517 per year in costs from driv-
ing on roads in need of repair. Over the next 
five years, under the Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act, Virginia would expect to receive 
$7 billion for federal-aid highway apportioned 
programs and $537 million for bridge replace-
ment and repairs. Virginia also has the oppor-
tunity to compete for the $12.5 billion Bridge 
Investment Program for economically signifi-
cant bridges and nearly $16 billion of national 
funding in the bill dedicated for major projects 
that will deliver substantial economic benefits 
to communities.

On average, Virginians who take public 
transportation spend an extra 72.2 percent of 
their time commuting, and non-White house-
holds are 1.6 times more likely to commute us-
ing public transportation. Ten percent of trains 
and other transit vehicles in Virginia are past 
their useful life.

Based on formula funding alone, Virginia 
would expect to receive $1.2 billion over five 

years to improve public transportation options 
across the Commonwealth. 

Perhaps most importantly for us in Northern 
Virginia, the legislation commits $150 million 
annually over the next eight years for Metro’s 
capital improvements, a renewal of the funding 
agreement between the federal government, 
Virginia, the District of Columbia, and Mary-
land.

The bill will also invest $7.5 billion across the 
country to build a network of electric vehicle 
chargers to facilitate long-distance travel and 
provide convenient charging options and ad-
dress the climate crisis. Virginia would receive 
$106 million over the next five years to support 
the expansion of an EV charging network in the 
state. Virginia will also have the opportunity to 
apply for a portion of the $2.5 billion in grant 
funding dedicated to EV charging in the bill.

In addition to our recent landmark invest-
ments in broadband expansion here at home, 
under the Infrastructure Investment and Jobs 
Act, Virginia will receive a minimum alloca-
tion of $100 million to help provide broadband 
coverage across the state, including providing 
access to the at least 233,000 Virginians who 
currently lack it. And, under the Infrastructure 
Investment and Jobs Act, 1,908,000 or 23 per-
cent of Virginians will be eligible for the Afford-
ability Connectivity Benefit, which will help 
low-income families afford internet access.

A big thanks is due to our two Senators, Mark 
Warner and Tim Kaine, and to President Biden, 
for their hard work to pass this historic legisla-
tion that will make life far better for Virginians 
and create a generation of good union jobs, eco-
nomic growth, and improved healthy sustain-
able transportation options for all of us.

Many benefits coming to Virginia.

Historic Federal Infrastructure Bill

Gum Springs welcomes the un-
derprivileged; particularly since it 
had once been identified by Fairfax 
County as a poverty-stricken area 
for years.  Gum Springs removed 
that stigma and improved living 
conditions and housing stock by 
filing suit against Fairfax County 
to obtain basic services such as 
paved roads and sewer services 
and implementing a Neighbor-
hood Improvement Program and 
Conservation Plan along with a 
Redevelopment Plan. Gum Springs 
is what you see today — a vibrant 
diverse community that is home to 
residents, who are highly educat-
ed, many with advanced degrees.

Fairfax County has embarked on 
a journey to portray Gum Springs 
as a low-income community to be-
come the largest landlord in Gum 
Springs through an option to pur-
chase property at 7835 Richmond 
Highway.

Gum Springs is not opposed to 
senior housing or a homeless shel-
ter. 

Gum Springs is opposed to Fair-

fax County constantly targeting 
Gum Springs for such housing. 
Gum Springs has an adequate mix-
ture of affordable housing than 
any other community in the Mount 
Vernon District.  

Three such housing complexes 
for the underprivileged in Gum 
Springs are:

v 108-public housing units 
(Westford) owned by Fairfax 
County making it the largest public 
housing complex in Fairfax Coun-
ty; 

v 60-affordable senior housing 
units (Gum Springs Glen) owned 
by Fairfax County; and

v 209-affordable units for 
low-income families (Spring Gar-
den Apartments), privately owned.

v Seven other Fairfax County 
owned public or subsidized hous-
ing properties are within walking 
distance of Gum Springs: 1) Mur-
raygate, 2) Audubon, 3) Creekside, 
4) Stony Brook; 5) Woodley Hills 
Estate Mobile Home Park; 6) Cary-
dale Village; and 7) Mount Vernon 
House, a 130-unit complex for af-

fordable senior housing.
Fairfax County should not own 

any additional property in Gum 
Springs. It needs to better manage 
the properties it currently owns 

and convert Westford into its Move 
to Work program.

Queenie Cox
Gum Springs

Gum Springs Has Adequate Affordable Housing
Letters to the Editor

Never miss an issue, get a free digital subscription, 
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe/

Let Us Know Your View
Connection Newspapers welcomes views on any public issue.

Letters must be signed. Include home address and home and business numbers; 
we will only print your name and town name. 

Letters are routinely edited for length, libel, grammar,
good taste, civility and factual errors.

Send letters
Online www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/letter/

By email: editors@connectionnewspapers.com
By mail to: Letters to the Editor The Connection 

1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
You can comment on our Facebook page or find us on Twitter

www.facebook.com/connectionnewspapers
https://twitter.com/alexgazette

https://twitter.com/mtvernongazette
https://twitter.com/followfairfax
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air       
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Alex/Engleside Village      $404,900
8425 Woodlawn Street

If you are looking for a beautifully maintained 
Cape Cod just bursting w/charm & perfect for a 
starter home, here it is!! 3BR, 1BA, double pane 
windows, high quality wall to wall carpet & a 
lovely, & well-maintained kitchen & bath. If you 
have small children, you can walk them next door 
to Woodlawn Elementary. You can sit out on your 

swing on your covered porch & imagine how your Great Grand Parents spent a good portion of 
their evenings years ago. Location- Lot–Charm & well maintained, will all come to mind as you 
tour this property. Shopping & restaurants are readily available up & down Route 1–Old Town 
Alexandria is 15 minutes (N), Ft. Belvoir 5 minutes (S), National Airport 25-28 minutes (N) & 
the Pentagon/D.C. 30 minutes (N). A large .32A lot w/mature trees & a beautiful backyard w/an 
original stone exterior FPL & a 3-person swing are inviting you to relax or entertain. The garage 
is detached & offers plenty of room for your car & tools. A 12x12 shed will handle your lawn 
equipment. Very few homes left in Mt. Vernon for <$450K. This is ONE!

Alex/Mt. Vernon     $414,900
4125 Buckman Road

Contractors/Investors, come take a look at this 
beautiful potential work of art.  A traditional Cape 
Cod:  4BRs, 2BAs & a full sized, unfinished base-
ment that is waiting for you to work your magic 
on.  What will also get you excited is the gorgeous 
.49A lot!  It adds so much charm & has just the 
right number of trees & open spaces.  Many 
years ago, the owners had a nice firepit adjacent 

to a volleyball court & hosted many parties there-- it is perfect for entertaining both friends 
& family.   There is constant bird activity around the feeders & just the other day, while sitting 
on the deck w/the owners, we watched a beautiful Doe graze in the backyard.  Great location:  
5-minute drive to Ft. Belvoir (S), 15 minutes to Huntington Metro & Old Town (N), 27 minutes 
to National Airport (N), & 30-35 minutes to Pentagon/D.C. (N).  Finally, adjacent to the house 
is an oversized 1 car garage w/room for both your car & a workshop.  This house & lot has so 
much potential & is waiting for the right person to come along & to restore it to its beautiful 
former life.  Selling “As Is” @ $414,900 & looking for a cash buyer.  Come by & take a look.

Vienna/Acadia Condo      $389,900
9480 Virginia Center Blvd. Unit 120

Beautiful 2BR, 2BA Condo located in South 
Vienna.  Good Sized Bedrooms each with their own 
walk-in closet and bath.  Kitchen is open to the 
eating area and family room & has beautiful corian 
countertops.  Attractive laminated flooring through 
the kitchen, family room and hallways.  Don’t miss 

the office station and the lovely balcony off the family room.  2 convenient garage spaces below are 
reserved for this unit.  Tremendous community amenities highlighted by a wonderful swimming 
pool, gym, recreational room and office room.  Finally, a perfect location with quick and easy access 
to Rt. 66, 495 and Rt. 50.  If you want to leave your car behind, a quick 2 block walk will put you at 
the Vienna Metro Station.  This wonderful property can be yours to enjoy!!  

Alex/Riverside Estates         $619,900
8503 Mt. Vernon Highway

This charming 3 level, 5BR, 2.5BA Cape Cod is 
the only model of its kind in popular Riverside 
Estates.  Main level offers an open living & 
dining rooms w/a lovely screened porch off the 
dining room & nice large deck off the kitchen.  
The kitchen has been previously updated w/
granite counters, SS Appls, white cabinets & 
hdwd floor-2 large BRs, & a full bath.  The upper 

level has 3BRs & 2nd full bath.  The lower level has a large family room w/FPL, half bath & 
a huge utility room w/ample room for a workshop, & storage.  Walk across the street to Mt. 
Vernon High School & Riverside Elementary.  Mt. Vernon Estate & Pkwy are 3 minutes (S), 
Ft. Belvoir is 7 minutes (S), and Old Town 16 minutes (N) – Priced Well.

SOLD

UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT
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By Sen. Scott Surovell

O
n Aug. 10, the General Assembly 
completed work in a special ses-
sion to appropriate federal pan-
demic funds and elect judges. 

In March, President Joe Biden signed 
the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan Act 
(ARPA). ARPA brought $4.3 billion in unexpected 
funds to Virginia but required it to be invested in 
specific areas such as water, sewer and broadband in-
frastructure to respond to the COVID-19 emergency, 
address pandemic impacts and provide government 
services suffering from revenue reductions because of 
the pandemic.  Unlike other counties, Fairfax Coun-
ty received $222 million in direct ARPA funding with 
similar requirements. 

Here is how we voted to invest most of these funds:
v $700 million to build “last-mile” broadband and 

close Virginia’s digital divide over the next three years; 
v  $862 million for Virginia’s Unemployment Trust 

Fund which was depleted.  Without our action, it 
would have been forced to assess major unemployment 
insurance premium increases on small businesses; 

v $73.6 million to upgrade the Virginia Employ-
ment Commission’s systems to improve responses to 
unemployment claims;

v  $250 million for school heating, ventilation and 
air conditioning upgrades if localities match those 

funds; localities that are traditionally 
charged with funding 100% of school 
construction costs in Virginia. 

   $411 million for wastewater treat-
ment infrastructure, including $125 mil-
lion for the Alexandria, Richmond and 
Lynchburg combined sewers which cur-
rently dump billions of gallons of untreat-

ed sewage into the Potomac and James rivers. 
v  $25 million for the Virginia state park mainte-

nance backlog. I had hoped to address a statewide 
$275 million backlog so we can complete work at 
Stafford County’s Widewater State Park. I will contin-
ue to press for this in the Governor’s next budget.

v  $111 million in financial aid for low-income Vir-
ginia college students;

v  An historic $250 million investment in our  
stressed mental health system; 

v   $120 million for consumer utility assistance;
v  New funds for supportive housing, substance 

abuse treatment and community crisis systems;
v  $5,000 bonuses for all Virginia State Police (VSP) 

and state Capitol Police officers and $3,000 bonuses 
for deputy sheriffs and correctional officers around 
the state. We also funded bonuses to alleviate salary 
compression in the VSP and $5,000 recruitment bo-
nuses with $2,000 recruitment relocation grants.

State Legislature Decides  
on Funds, Addresses Needs

Commentary

See Commentary, Page 9
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Photo by Glenda Booth
The electrofishing device, a boom and anode array used 
on Little Hunting Creek and other waterways. The Poto-
mac River is in the background.

By Glenda C. Booth
Mount Vernon Gazette

T
hey lurk in the murky, sluggish 
shallows, their elongated bodies 
and splotchy, brown skin camou-
flaged in the shoreline’s woody 

detritus and dense vegetation.  With gaping 
mouths and sharp, canine-type teeth, they 
snatch and devour any unsuspecting prey 
that happens by.  They are invasive northern 
snakehead fish (Channa argus).  They hit 
hard and fight hard, say anglers who relish 
the challenge. Think of a writhing snake up 
to 35 inches long on the end of your fishing 
line.

Virginia ichthyologist John Odenkirk 
and his Virginia Department of Wildlife 
Resources team are probing Potomac River 
tributaries -- Little Hunting Creek, Dogue 
Creek, Aquia Creek and Pohick Creek -- 
and Belmont Bay and Gunston Cove, to get 
snakehead population estimates, sampling 
research he began in 2004.  His team buzz-
es around in a 17-foot aluminum jon boat 
and “electrofishes” with a metal, spider-like 
device that dangles off the bow and shoots 
pulses into the water. 

The electrical current temporarily stuns 
all fish within six-to-eight feet, which 
causes the exposed fish to float around 
aimlessly for about 20 seconds.  Then 
the team scoops up the snakeheads 
with a net, not always effortlessly. 

“The snakehead is the hardest fish 
to shock,” Odenkirk explains. They 
are strong and belligerent and they 
recover quickly.

The team attaches tags to some 
in hopes of eventually recapturing 
tagged fish to collect data on the fish’s 
lifespan, migration, growth, spawn-
ing success and diet. 

Odenkirk records his catch rate, 
number of fish caught per hour of 
electrofishing. In Little Hunting 
Creek, the catch rate peaked in 2012 
and 2013 when he caught 11.5 a 
hour. It’s been declining since and this 
year, they are catching six snakeheads 
an hour there. This catch rate is typ-
ical of other area waterways as well, 
he says. But while the catch rate may 
have dropped since 2013, snakeheads 

are here “for the foreseeable future,” 
he says.  

Snakeheads have made it as far 
inland as Huntley Meadows Park. 
Snakeheads and other fish travel up 
and down the streams that connect to 
the Potomac River. Karen Sheffield, 
the park’s manager, says that occa-
sionally, people want to fish in the 
park, but she stresses that fishing is 
not allowed there. “Touching, captur-
ing and removing species from the 
park is prohibited,” she says.

The snakehead’s super-aggressive 
reputation has attracted eager an-
glers from as far away as England, 
Japan and Africa, says Mount Vernon 
resident Steve Chaconas who runs 
National Bass Guide Service. “I see 
snakeheads quite frequently,” he says, 
“but catching them is a different story 
as angling skills need to be up to the 
challenge. They put up a fierce fight.”

Snakeheads Are Thriving in Area Waters
News

See Snakeheads, Page 7

Photo by Glenda Booth
Team members measure the caught snakeheads.

Photo by Glenda Booth
Tagging snakeheads

Photo by Glenda Booth
Odenkirk shows the snakehead’s mouth 
and teeth.

Photo by Glenda Booth
John Odenkirk and team at the Wessynton community  dock.

Photo by Glenda Booth
The team scoops up stunned snakeheads for study.

Snakeheads taste like a tender pork chop, 
some say.
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How Did They Get Here?
Snakeheads are native to Asia. Ecologists generally 

view invasive or exotic species as problematic because 
many can outcompete native species, disrupt native 
biological communities and degrade natural ecosys-
tems.  

It’s unclear how northern snakeheads got to metro-
politan Washington-area waters, but experts speculate 
that aquarists may have released them when the fish 
outgrew home tanks, or someone may have intention-
ally introduced them for food. They have a muscular 
texture, don’t flake and taste like a tender pork chop, 
some say.

The first, widely-reported snakehead surfaced in the 
news in 2002 when one was found in a Crofton, Md., 
pond. Tall tales viralized across the media, hyperbolic 
reports claiming that the fish could attack people, eat 
pets and walk on land. These exaggerated claims led 
to nicknames like “Frankenfish” and “Fishzilla.”  

Northern Snakeheads were discovered in Virginia 
in 2004 and can be found in the Potomac River al-
most anywhere, according to the Virginia Department 
of Wildlife Resources, from above Great Falls down-
stream to Chesapeake Bay.

Survivors
Because they can survive in both fresh and saltwa-

ter and tolerate polluted, poorly oxygenated water, 
they have a competitive advantage over many other 
fish. Females can lay 30,000 to 50,000 eggs.  

Snakeheads are opportunistic, voracious eaters. 
Odenkirk has found 16 fish species, crayfish and frogs 
in their stomachs. “They’ll even eat their own young,” 
he says. “If it’s hungry, it will eat it.” 

The current world record for a snakehead caught was 
a snakehead shot with a bow and arrow in 2018 in a Po-
tomac tributary, Mattawoman Creek, in Charles County, 
Md. It was 35 inches long and weighed 19.9 pounds.

Impacts
When snakeheads were first discovered in area wa-

ters, some worried that they might adversely affect the 
Potomac’s renowned large-mouth bass fishery because 
snakeheads and this bass species have the same prey 
base at certain times of the year. But Odenkirk has not 
confirmed any negative impacts on large-mouth bass 
from his 20 years of data for the Potomac and Rappa-
hannock Rivers.  

Snakeheads find banded killifish a favored prey. 
George Mason University data show an increase in 
banded killifish after the snakeheads arrived, so Oden-
kirk has concluded that snakeheads’ impact on the 
fish he’s studied is not significant. He is not aware of 
studies of snakehead impact on amphibian or inverte-
brate populations, such as frogs, crayfish and aquatic 
insects.

The Future
Snakeheads will expand their range and colonize 

new waters on their own and through human inter-
vention, Odenkirk predicts. They will be all over the 
U.S. eventually, he says. Their population numbers 
seem to peak and then decline and stabilize. “That’s 
what’s happening in the Mount Vernon area because 
they are expanding their range,” he explains.

“They are here to stay.” 

Snakehead Rules
If you catch a snakehead and want to possess it, 

kill it (by removing the head, gutting it or separating 
the gill arches from the body), and contact the De-
partment of Wildlife Resources at 804-367-2925. It is 
illegal to own a live northern snakehead in Virginia 
without a permit. Visit https://dwr.virginia.gov/fish-
ing/snakehead/. 

For a Robert Field video, “Fishing for Invasive North-
ern Snakehead Field Trips Virginia,” visit https://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=6HdWNN3HVGQ.

Snakeheads Are Thriving 
in Area Waters
From Page 6

News

Photo by Jack Eyler
A snakehead’s mouth.

Photo by Glenda Booth
Tagging snakeheads

Photo by Glenda Booth
John Odenkirk and team at the Wessynton community  dock.

Photo by Glenda Booth
The team scoops up stunned snakeheads for study.
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News

See Invasion, Page 10

By Mercia Hobson
The Gazette 

P
eople in Northern Virginia may re-
consider where they enjoy the out-
doors. A mite so tiny the naked eye 
cannot see it may insert her tiny sty-

lets and secret saliva into residents and suck 
their fluids. Its bite packs such a punch for 
some its after-effects cause sleepless nights 
and visits to physicians.

Reports popped up in Northern Virginia in 
late July and early August, neighborhood so-
cial media posts seeking cause and relief for 
what appeared to be an outbreak of human 
pruritic dermatitis, itchy rashes, and lesions 
from bites, possibly from the oak leaf itch 
mite. How to get rid of the pests? The Arling-
ton Facebook group, “Arlington Neighbors 
Helping Each Other Through COVID-19,” 
recorded nearly 300 posts on the matter by 
Aug. 10.  The discussion appeared in other 
local online groups as well. 

Some entomologists and scientists say that 
the source of mysterious bites may be the 
anthropoid, the oak leaf itch mite, Pyemotes 
herfsi. The eight-legged parasite could be 
giving humans and pets a “mite shower” as 
the invisible pests fall from flagging pin oak 
tree branches or crawl onto them, sight un-
seen as they garden or sit in the grass. 

Other Virginia entomologists and scien-
tists say the cause has yet to be scientifically 
qualified. The biter’s identity is not support-
ed in the area by a sample, the gold confir-
mation standard. The oak leaf itch mite, Py-
emotes herfsi, was confirmed when a sample 
was submitted to the Insect Diagnostic Lab 
at Kansas State University in 2014, after that 
region experienced similar experiences, ac-
cording to ksal.com. 

On Monday, Aug. 9, Eric Day, Department 
of Entomology, Virginia Polytechnic Insti-
tute, and State University said, “This is not a 
mite we have received in the lab…They [the 
oak leaf tree mite] are often associated with 
insect galls. Midges [any small two-winged 
fly] make the gall, a protective structure for 
them to live in.” The mites feed on midge 
larva inside the galls.

“This is very interesting,” wrote Lori 
Chamberlain, Virginia Department of Forest-
ry, in an email to the Connection the same 
day. “Unfortunately…there has not been a 
sample submitted to the Virginia Tech Insect 
Identification Lab this year.” 

Photos of the apparent bites, like the ones 
taken Aug. 7 on the arms of two Herndon 
residents, John Pilcicki, a wildlife biologist 
at DOD, and Heather, showed areas approx-
imately two centimeters in diameter, with a 
central vesicle, pustule- or blister-like swell-
ing. 

IN A RANDOM SAMPLE of ten individuals 
in Herndon over two days, six reported near 

word-for-word complaints. The bites, simi-
lar to scores of ones posted and described 
online, occurred mainly on the Herndon res-
idents’ necks, shoulders, upper torsos, arms, 
and hands, although they were described 
elsewhere on the body as well.

Based on complaints, a pattern of similar 
descriptions emerged: extremely itchy, pain-
ful welts, and extended redness, with symp-
toms lasting 7 to 14 days. Some of Heather’s 
bites were on her hand. She had been gar-
dening and did not see or feel anything until 
the next day. According to the CDC, persons 
bitten by Pyemotes herfsi, the oak leaf itch 
mite, generally do not recall being bitten but 
feel an itchy discomfort (which can be in-
tense) beginning 10 to 16 hours afterward, 
and lasting up to 14 days. 

Kirsten Burls, Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion, Virginia Tech Virginia State University, 
said, “I’ve never heard anybody suggest a 
way to obtain the actual insect identifica-
tion. They’re too small … My advice to in-
dividuals about this phenomenon [is] to say, 
‘This too will pass.’” 

People should just be vigilant and rule out 
other possibilities. She ran through other 
pests whose bites also cause raised red ar-
eas but noted the differences. “Ticks, there’s 
generally a tip … People are aware of when 
they are bitten by mosquitos … Bed bugs 
are harder to spot but do result in finding 
evidence … Chiggers are active this time of 
year, but it is not a big problem in a metro-
politan area.”

During the summer of 2007, a bite rash 
outbreak occurred in the western suburbs 
of Chicago, reported U.S. Pharmacist. They, 
too, were not only dealing with the myste-
rious bites but the return of swarms of cica-
das, like Northern Virginia. 

Itching to Know Cause 
of Local Phenomenon
Possible invasion of 
the oak leaf itch mite.

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Gazette
Oak trees with branch dieback, “flag-
ging,” possibly harboring oak leaf itch 
mites as they feed on cicada eggs and 
larvae.
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lar to scores of ones posted and described 
online, occurred mainly on the Herndon res-
idents’ necks, shoulders, upper torsos, arms, 
and hands, although they were described 
elsewhere on the body as well.

Based on complaints, a pattern of similar 
descriptions emerged: extremely itchy, pain-
ful welts, and extended redness, with symp-
toms lasting 7 to 14 days. Some of Heather’s 
bites were on her hand. She had been gar-
dening and did not see or feel anything until 
the next day. According to the CDC, persons 
bitten by Pyemotes herfsi, the oak leaf itch 
mite, generally do not recall being bitten but 
feel an itchy discomfort (which can be in-
tense) beginning 10 to 16 hours afterward, 
and lasting up to 14 days. 

Kirsten Burls, Virginia Cooperative Exten-
sion, Virginia Tech Virginia State University, 
said, “I’ve never heard anybody suggest a 
way to obtain the actual insect identifica-
tion. They’re too small … My advice to in-
dividuals about this phenomenon [is] to say, 
‘This too will pass.’” 

People should just be vigilant and rule out 
other possibilities. She ran through other 
pests whose bites also cause raised red ar-
eas but noted the differences. “Ticks, there’s 
generally a tip … People are aware of when 
they are bitten by mosquitos … Bed bugs 
are harder to spot but do result in finding 
evidence … Chiggers are active this time of 
year, but it is not a big problem in a metro-
politan area.”

During the summer of 2007, a bite rash 
outbreak occurred in the western suburbs 
of Chicago, reported U.S. Pharmacist. They, 
too, were not only dealing with the myste-
rious bites but the return of swarms of cica-
das, like Northern Virginia. 

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Gazette
Oak trees with branch dieback, “flag-
ging,” possibly harboring oak leaf itch 
mites as they feed on cicada eggs and 
larvae.

v  $3 million to improve access 
to early voting;

v  $4 million for gun violence 
prevention programs;

v  We also retained $1.1 billion 
of ARPA funds to appropriate in 
2022 contingent upon Delta vari-
ant progress.

We also passed an amendment 
requiring the Department of Motor 
Vehicles to open for in-person ser-
vice within 30 days.

We also worked to reform Vir-
ginia’s judicial appellate system. 
Prior to our action, Virginia was 
the only state in America that did 
not provide a right of appeal to liti-
gants in either criminal or civil cas-
es. In 2020, I carried a resolution 
directing the Judicial Council of 
Virginia to study the issue and that 
group recommended a change. 
I worked with Senate Judiciary 
Chairman Sen. John Edwards to 
draft the legislation which passed 
during the regular session.

The study recommended that 
the legislature elect six new judges 
to handle the case volume gener-
ated by creating a right of appeal. 
Because of two retirements among 
existing judges, we had to elect 
eight new members to the Court. 
After a six-month vetting process 
by nine bar associations that con-
sidered 82 applicants, our caucus-
es vetted candidates and elected 
eight new members to the Court of 
Appeals of Virginia.

Four new judges will come from 
Northern Virginia. This is a wel-
come development because pre-
viously our region had only one 
member, but we have over 32% of 
Virginia’s population. The Court of 
Appeals has never had a judge from 
Arlington or Alexandria. There 
were no judges on the existing 
court who lived west of Richmond. 
We elected one judge from Char-
lottesville and one from Roanoke. 
Four new judges are African-Amer-
icans and four are women. The ex-
isting court had only one minority 
member and three women. 

The new judges represent a di-
versity of legal expertise, practice 
areas, life experiences and per-
spectives and eight judges have 
not been elected since the Court 
was created in 1985. Our action 
was truly historic and will great-
ly bolster our judicial system and 
how it operates.

It is an honor to serve you. 
Please share your views with me at 
scott@scottsurovell.org. 

From Page 5

Commentary

State Legislature  
Decides on 
Funds, Addresses 
Needs
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

It’s been nearly three weeks since “the 
burning,” and I’m here to say - while sitting 
down with my left foot elevated, that I am 
approximately 75% the man I used to be pre-July 
17 around 2 pm central standard time. I can now 
walk, mostly on my right foot, but always with 
the help and security of my new best friend: the 
walker. I am no longer housebound or bedridden. 
Though I still cannot drive for fear of ripping off 
the brand new skin which has appeared on the 
balls of my feet (especially the progress on my 
right/driving foot), healing from the inside out; 
I am free however to be a passenger, and load 
myself onto the backseat of our SUV and extend 
my legs across the entire seat to minimize any 
discomfort. The pain is very manageable, but 
on occasion I have taken a few of the percocets 
that had been prescribed for pain. The relief 
was hardly immediate and the pill size was 
moderate so I don’t see myself getting addicted 
(percocet is OxyContin). In fact, the size pill I was 
prescribed barely dulled the pain; most of which 
has subsided anyway. (And when I was in severe 
pain in Texas, the physician’s assistant prescribed 
tylenol with codeine. It did nothing. It wasn’t 
even worth the co-pay. Perhaps a physician’s 
assistant, without a doctor present, couldn’t 
prescribe a narcotic, especially one that has 
addictive qualities. Presumably, it was for my own 
protection. At that point however, I didn’t need 
protection. I needed pain relief.)

After seeing a physician’s assistant in 
Galveston, an Emergency Room doctor in 
Gaithersburg, two Podiatrists in Kensington and 
my Internal Medicine doctor in Silver Spring, 
I have been set free-ish. None of these doctors 
felt the need to see me again. The healing of my 
feet has progressed far enough that the threat 
of infection has passed so I am now on my 
own, sort of. I (my wife, Dina, actually) am to 
continue dressing my wounds for one to two 
weeks (depending on which foot) and use our 
own judgment about when to discontinue the 
treatment. It appears as if I have survived the 
ordeal, mostly.

And though there were times at the beginning 
when the pain was excruciating, and times in the 
middle when the pain was bearable; at the end, 
in a week or two, I will be forever grateful that 
my condition did not deteriorate due to infection, 
blistering or nerve damage. As it happened, “the 
burning” was simply the unintended consequence 
of the damage 11-plus years of chemotherapy has 
done to my body, inside and out. Because of the 
neuropathy in my feet (thankfully, there isn’t any 
neuropathy in my hands or other extremities), 
I can never, because physically I can’t, walk 
barefoot. And because of that pre-existing 
condition, the bottoms of my feet are as soft as 
a baby’s behind. With no calluses formed on my 
feet to protect me, I’m kind of a standing duck out 
there. I found out the soft way how hard it is for 
me to walk across hot pavement.

And the shoeless choice I made was a choice 
I, like millions of others who’ve gone to the 
beach, made quite casually. I was simply doing 
something - walking barefoot, that came naturally 
and historically, as in I’ve done it a hundred 
times, especially having walked across hot sand. 
Not anymore. As a long-time cancer patient, 
generally speaking, I’m aware of many of the dos 
and don’ts and what trouble to avoid, but never 
had I considered that my lung/thyroid cancer 
treatment might cause a problem potentially, on 
the soles of my feet if I walked barefoot at the 
beach. I know I’m supposed to avoid the sun (I’ll 
be the one sitting under a beach umbrella with 
a hat on my head, sunglasses on my face and 
covered head to toe, with towels and a tearshirt), 
but nobody ever advised me that I shouldn’t go 
to the beach. Before “the burning,” I would have 
thought I was an experienced enough cancer 
patient that I knew what situations might be 
harmful to my health. Apparently not. It seems as 
if I haven’t quite learned all my lessons, yet.

Sole Survivor
News

Cloyd reported the oak leaf itch mite 
was first detected in the Midwest in 2004.  
It was responsible for the 2014 and 2017 
widespread itching bites. “A single female 
can produce between 200 and 300 eggs,” 
according to Cloyd in Oak Leaf Itch Mite. 
Cloyd said that the oak leaf itch mite is 
thought to be exclusive to pin oak trees. 

Although the oak leaf itch mite typical-
ly preys on midge eggs from the tiny two-
winged flies commonly called “no-see-ums” 
that target pin oaks, the mites may not be 
as specific a feeder as previously thought. 
Instead of feeding solely on midge eggs in 
the pin oak trees, the mites might also be 
devouring the massive numbers of cicada 
eggs left behind by the region’s 2021 Brood 
X invasion, according to John Dudzinsky, 
Community Forester and Society of Munic-
ipal Arborists Virginia Liaison. 

The bountiful cicada eggs deposited by 
the female Brood X cicadas over several 
weeks in May and June into slits of healthy 
and now flagging pin oak branches, among 
other trees, make easy feeding for the fe-
male mites to nourish their progeny. 

Because of the vast, possibly unprecedent-
ed quantities of cicada eggs in Northern Vir-
ginia, the mites’ seven-day life cycle, and the 
number of offspring produced by each mite, 
the oak leaf itch mite population may be ex-
ploding this year.

“Of course, oak leaf itch mites don’t fly,” 
Dudzinsky said. “The wind will catch them. 
They can even fit through the mesh of 
screens. They’re extremely tiny, 1/125 of an 
inch,” he said. 

“Whatever is happening right now seems 
to be the same year as the cicadas,” Day 
said, “I think it is a case of two and two to-
gether — make five.” 

Prevention and Elimination
There are very few strategies to prevent 

oak leaf itch mite bites. Dudzinsky said to 
minimize exposure to oak trees, especially 
pin oaks. Do not sit under them. If you are 
picking up leaves or fallen flagging branch-
es from the cicadas [or working near them], 
wear long rubber gloves, a long-sleeved 
shirt, hat, pants, and socks pulled up and 
over pant cuffs. 

Bordas, who works outside in four to five-
hour stretches, understands how hard it is 
to dress with mite-protection when tem-
peratures soar. She recommended wearing a 
shirt pretreated with DEET at a 30 percent 
level, no higher, and wearing it over a reg-
ular shirt to avoid skin exposure. “I put that 
on over a lighter shirt,” Bordas said.  She 
added not to spray the skin of older adults 
with DEET because their skin is thinner, like-
wise for children.

“Be cognizant of when you come indoors, 
immediately take a shower… and wash 
clothes in hot water,” Bordas said. 

Controlling the mites at their source may 
be impossible. There is nothing to treat mites 
on the trees “because the mites themselves 
are inside the galls,” according to Bordas.

Invasion 
Suspected
From Page 6

According to the Illinois Natural History 
Survey report,  Entomologist Ed Zaborski 
deduced a connection between the bites and 
the cicadas’ return. Zaborski believed the 
bites came from the Pyemotes (itch mites) 
appearing to feed on the cicada eggs. In 
2004, Kansas reported a significant infesta-
tion of the oak leaf itch mite and Nebraska 
in 2005 when the mites fed on midge larva 
inside galls on pin oak trees. 

“Weather associated with spring cold 
fronts or human or animal migration pat-
terns may have carried the Pyemotes [itch 
mites] to Illinois from neighboring states, 
such as Kansas and Nebraska,” cited the re-
port.

Dr. Raymond Cloyd, Department of Ento-
mology Kansas State University said in Ex-
tension Entomology Oak Leaf Itch Mite that 
for “the first time in Kansas … the oak leaf 
itch mite has been a problem in successive 
years (2015 and 2016), which is likely as-
sociated with the mild winters we have ex-
perienced.”

Adria Bordas is the Unit Coordinator Se-
nior Extension Agent-Horticulture Virginia 
Cooperative Extension Fairfax County Of-
fice. She said that although they had vol-
unteers report bites, itching rash, “We don’t 
have anyone who has submitted a sample 
because they [the suspected mites] are mi-
croscopic…No one can say for definite that 
this is what it is … However, as far back as 
2004, when we had the 17 year Brood X, 
there have been reports that these [mites] 
might tend to brew up a little bit more in 
population and nuisance.” 

While Northern Virginia has a large oak 
tree population, Bordas said the mites might 
not just be in oak trees. “I would say not just 
in oaks, though probably oaks in general.” 

If the culprit is verified in the region as the oak 
tree itch mite, it makes a sci-fi hor-ror story. 
Invisible, fully mature male and female alien 
invaders emerge from an ovisac at the end of their 
mother’s hugely swelling abdomen, then mate. 
The males die, but the fertilized females with 
200 to 300 eggs are laser-focused to eat and 
seek out their prey. They enter their home sight 
unseen through minute openings. The female 
invaders inject their prey with a potent 
neurotoxin and sa-liva mixture capable of 
paralyzing victims 166,000 times their size. The 
saliva liquifies the prey’s tissue, so the females 
can feed on their fluids, nourishing their progeny 
to adulthood in one week when they emerge. 
Dispersed via the wind, they can drop onto 
humans. 

THE OAK LEAF ITCH MITE is a tiny red-
dish-tan parasite with a shiny exoskeleton 
and four pairs of legs. It is invisible to 
the naked eye. According to Raymond A. 
Cloyd, an entomology professor at 
Kansas State, “The oak leaf itch mite has 
one of the high-est rates of population 
increase … Millions can be produced in a 
very short  time.”

Photo by  Eric Erbe/USDA Agricultural 
Research Service, Bugwood.org

A close-up of an itch mite.
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SERVICE & PARTS HOURS:SERVICE & PARTS HOURS:
MON-FRI 6A-7P & SAT 7A-5PMON-FRI 6A-7P & SAT 7A-5P

3750 Richmond Hwy • Alexandria

703-684-0700703-684-0700
AlexandriaToyota.com

Toyota’s
President’s Award
34 years in a row!

Se habla español

TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT 
TIME OF WRITE-UP. TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL. 

VALID ONLY AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA. OFFER ENDS 08/31/21.

BATTERY 
SPECIAL

FREE
BATTERY CHECK-UP

INCLUDES: CHECK COLD CRANKING 
AMPS AND VISUAL INSPECTION OF 

BATTERY CONDITION. INCLUDES 
BATTERY CONDITION PRINT OUT.

NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR COUPON. TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. COUPON 
MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. VALID ONLY AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA. TAX 

AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL. OFFER ENDS 08/31/21.

LUBE, OIL &
FILTER SPECIAL
$39.95

 $44.95 FOR SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
INCLUDES: CHANGE OIL (UP TO 5 QTS.), INSTALL 
GENUINE TOYOTA OIL FILTER, INSPECT & ADJUST 
ALL FLUID LEVELS AND COMPLIMENTARY MULTI-

POINT INSPECTION WITH PRINT OUT.

TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT 
TIME OF WRITE-UP. TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL. 

VALID ONLY AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA. OFFER ENDS 08/31/21.

ALIGNMENT 
SPECIAL

$89.95
4-WHEEL ALIGNMENT
INCLUDES: 4-WHEEL ALIGNMENT, 

INSPECT SUSPENSION, BALL JOINTS, 
STRUTS & SHOCKS, TIRE CONDITION 

AND SET TIRE PRESSURE.
NOT VALID WITH ANY OTHER OFFER OR COUPON. TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. COUPON 

MUST BE PRESENTED AT TIME OF WRITE-UP. VALID ONLY AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA. TAX 
AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL. OFFER ENDS 08/31/21.

BRAKE PAD 
SPECIAL

$99.95
BRAKE PAD REPLACEMENT 

INCLUDES: INSTALL GENUINE TOYOTA FRONT BRAKE PADS, 
INSPECT FRONT & REAR ROTORS AND/OR DRUMS, CHECK TIRE 
CONDITION AND INSPECT ALL HARDWARE.  TCMC PADS ONLY.  

MACHINE ROTORS AN ADDITIONAL $199.95

TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT 
TIME OF WRITE-UP. TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL. 

VALID ONLY AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA. OFFER ENDS 08/31/21.

TOYOTACARE 
PLUS

$329.00
SPECIAL

MAINTAIN PEACE OF MIND BY 
EXTENDING YOUR TOYOTACARE 

COMPLEMENTARY MAINTENANCE 
PLAN TO 4 YEARS/45,000 MILES!

TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. COUPON MUST BE PRESENTED AT 
TIME OF WRITE-UP. TAX AND SHOP SUPPLIES ADDITIONAL. 

VALID ONLY AT ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA. OFFER ENDS 08/31/21.

SERVICE 
VARIABLE 
DISCOUNT

THE MORE YOU SPEND, 
THE MORE YOU SAVE!
$10 OFF… WHEN YOU SPEND $50-$99

$15 OFF… WHEN YOU SPEND $100-$199
$20 OFF… WHEN YOU SPEND $200-$499

$50 OFF… WHEN YOU SPEND $500+

NEW 2021 TOYOTA
VENZA LE

MODEL# 2810. MSRP $33,645. LEASE OFFER FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES. BASED ON 36 MONTHS, 10K MILES/YR & $2999 DUE AT SIGNING. 
SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED. PLUS TAX, TAGS, FREIGHT AND $789 PROCESSING FEE. FACTORY PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

LEASES STARTING FROM...

$249/MO/MO

NEW 2021 TOYOTA
CAMRY LE SDN

MODEL# 2532. MSRP $25,965. LEASE OFFER FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES. BASED ON 36 MONTHS, 10K MILES/YR & $2999 DUE AT SIGNING. 
SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED. PLUS TAX, TAGS, FREIGHT AND $789 PROCESSING FEE. FACTORY PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

LEASES STARTING FROM...

$239/MO/MO

NEW 2021 TOYOTA
SIENNA HYBRID LE

MODEL# 5402. MSRP $35,635. LEASE OFFER FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES. BASED ON 36 MONTHS, 10K MILES/YR & $2999 DUE AT SIGNING. 
SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED. PLUS TAX, TAGS, FREIGHT AND $789 PROCESSING FEE. FACTORY PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

LEASES STARTING FROM...

$319/MO/MO

GET OVER KELLEY 
BLUE BOOK VALUE 
FOR YOUR TRADE 

THIS WEEK!

WE NEED WE NEED 
TRADES!TRADES!

NEW 2022 TOYOTA
COROLLA LE SDN

MODEL# 1852. MSRP $21,520. LEASE OFFER FOR QUALIFIED LESSEES. BASED ON 36 MONTHS, 10K MILES/YR & $2999 DUE AT SIGNING. 
SECURITY DEPOSIT WAIVED. PLUS TAX, TAGS, FREIGHT AND $789 PROCESSING FEE. FACTORY PROGRAMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE.

LEASES STARTING FROM...

$179/MO/MO

Cloyd reported the oak leaf itch mite 
was first detected in the Midwest in 2004.  
It was responsible for the 2014 and 2017 
widespread itching bites. “A single female 
can produce between 200 and 300 eggs,” 
according to Cloyd in Oak Leaf Itch Mite. 
Cloyd said that the oak leaf itch mite is 
thought to be exclusive to pin oak trees. 

Although the oak leaf itch mite typical-
ly preys on midge eggs from the tiny two-
winged flies commonly called “no-see-ums” 
that target pin oaks, the mites may not be 
as specific a feeder as previously thought. 
Instead of feeding solely on midge eggs in 
the pin oak trees, the mites might also be 
devouring the massive numbers of cicada 
eggs left behind by the region’s 2021 Brood 
X invasion, according to John Dudzinsky, 
Community Forester and Society of Munic-
ipal Arborists Virginia Liaison. 

The bountiful cicada eggs deposited by 
the female Brood X cicadas over several 
weeks in May and June into slits of healthy 
and now flagging pin oak branches, among 
other trees, make easy feeding for the fe-
male mites to nourish their progeny. 

Because of the vast, possibly unprecedent-
ed quantities of cicada eggs in Northern Vir-
ginia, the mites’ seven-day life cycle, and the 
number of offspring produced by each mite, 
the oak leaf itch mite population may be ex-
ploding this year.

“Of course, oak leaf itch mites don’t fly,” 
Dudzinsky said. “The wind will catch them. 
They can even fit through the mesh of 
screens. They’re extremely tiny, 1/125 of an 
inch,” he said. 

“Whatever is happening right now seems 
to be the same year as the cicadas,” Day 
said, “I think it is a case of two and two to-
gether — make five.” 

Prevention and Elimination
There are very few strategies to prevent 

oak leaf itch mite bites. Dudzinsky said to 
minimize exposure to oak trees, especially 
pin oaks. Do not sit under them. If you are 
picking up leaves or fallen flagging branch-
es from the cicadas [or working near them], 
wear long rubber gloves, a long-sleeved 
shirt, hat, pants, and socks pulled up and 
over pant cuffs. 

Bordas, who works outside in four to five-
hour stretches, understands how hard it is 
to dress with mite-protection when tem-
peratures soar. She recommended wearing a 
shirt pretreated with DEET at a 30 percent 
level, no higher, and wearing it over a reg-
ular shirt to avoid skin exposure. “I put that 
on over a lighter shirt,” Bordas said.  She 
added not to spray the skin of older adults 
with DEET because their skin is thinner, like-
wise for children.

“Be cognizant of when you come indoors, 
immediately take a shower… and wash 
clothes in hot water,” Bordas said. 

Controlling the mites at their source may 
be impossible. There is nothing to treat mites 
on the trees “because the mites themselves 
are inside the galls,” according to Bordas.

Photo by  Eric Erbe/USDA Agricultural 
Research Service, Bugwood.org

A close-up of an itch mite.
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