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Republicans 
Sweep Statewide
News, page 4

Jill Biden 
Comes to Town

News, page 3

First Lady Dr. Jill Biden talks 
with Franklin Sherman Ele-
mentary students in McLean 
at the national rollout for 
pediatric COVID-19 vaccines.
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In the spirit of Thanksgiving, Huckaby 
Briscoe Conroy (HBC) Group at Keller Wil-
liams McLean donated $1,000 as part of their 
Community Charity Champions program to 
give back to local charity groups. The donation 
is made by the support of Lizzy Conroy, Kar-
en Briscoe and Jenny McClintock through the 
HBC Group Community Charity Champions. 
Receiving the donation for SHARE was Nicki 
Watts, office manager and board member of 
SHARE. The check presentation took place at 
SHARE of McLean on Wednesday, October 27, 
2021.  The donation goes towards a food pan-
try annex at Lewinsville Retirement Residence, 
where clients can receive groceries without 
leaving their building, which is important 

during the COVID-19 pandemic.  
Community Charity Champions was orga-

nized by HBC Group in 2012 to support local 
charities and organizations. Within the past 
9 years, over $100,000 has been raised. HBC 
Group’s Karen Briscoe said, “The mission of 
our team is to help our community. We live 
here, we work here, and we give back here.” 

SHARE is a non-profit organization that 
supports the community by providing emer-
gency financial assistance, food, and cloth-
ing. Established in 1969 by a coalition of lo-
cal faith communities, SHARE seeks to help 
meet emergency needs of individuals in Mc-
Lean and nearby areas of Northern Virginia. 
See https://www.shareofmclean.org/

Huckaby Briscoe Conroy (HBC) Group 
Donates $1,000 to SHARE

Karen Briscoe, Lizzy Conroy, and Jenny McClintock give SHARE of McLean check to Nicki 
Watts, office manager and board member (right) and Sherri Heile (left) of SHARE.

Community

Parents and caretakers accompany their children 5 to 11 years old for their first COVID-19 pediatric 
vaccine at the national rollout for the vaccination held at Franklin Sherman Elementary in McLean.
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Unofficial Results from 
Virginia Board of Elections

          Votes       Percent
Governor
Glenn A. Youngkin - R  1,663,755  50.68
Terry R. McAuliffe - D  1,593,741  48.55
D Princess L. Blanding - LP  22,625  0.69

Leiutenant Governor
Winsome E. Sears - R 1,659,942  50.82
Hala S. Ayala - D  1,603,076  49.08

Attorney General
Jason S. Miyares - R  1,649,034  50.48
Mark R. Herring - D  1,614,724  49.43

Fairfax County PUBLIC SCHOOL BONDS
Yes  174,236  67.82
No  82,676  32.18

Delegate District 34
Gary G. Pan - R  17,109  43.15
Kathleen J. Murphy - D  22,496  56.74

Delegate 35th District
Kevin E. McGrath - R  11,132  31.6
Mark L. Keam - D  24,044  68.26

Delegates 36th District
Matthew J. Lang - R  10,220  28.4
Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum - D  25,701  71.41

Delegate 37th District
Kenny W. Meteiver - R  9,491  33.36
David L. Bulova - D  18,914  66.47

Delegates 38th District
Tom L. Pafford - R  7,468  31.12
L. Kaye Kory - D  16,451  68.55

Delegates 39th District
Maureen T. Brody - R  9,950  33.32
Vivian E. Watts - D  19,850  66.46

Delegates 40th District
Harold Y. Pyon - R  17,021  45.91
Dan I. Helmer  20,025  54.01

Delegates 41st District
John M. Wolfe - R  12,361  34.88
Eileen Filler-Corn - D  23,016  64.94

Delegates 42nd District
Edward F. McGovern - R  14,097  40.09
Kathy K. “KL” Tran - D  21,012  59.76

Delegate 43rd District
Brenton H. Hammond - R  9,341  29.92
Mark D. Sickles - D  21,838  69.95

Delegates 44th District
Richard T. Hayden - R  8,568  32.45
Paul E. Krizek - D  17,795  67.41

Delegates 45th District
Justin D. “J.D.” Maddox - R  10,924  26.15
Elizabeth B. Bennett-Parker - D  30,733  73.57

Delegate 46th District
Charniele L. Herring - D  20,024  92.1

Delegate 47th District
Laura A. Hall - R  8,473  21.61
Patrick A. Hope - D  30,616  78.1

Delegates 48th District
Edward William Monroe, Jr. - R  10,709  27.71
Richard C. “Rip” Sullivan, Jr. - D  27,847  72.05

Delegates 53rd District
Sarah White - R  8,749  28.14
Marcus B. Simon - D  22,292  71.69

Delegates 67th District
Bob L. Frizzelle - R  13,958  39.42
Karrie K. Delaney - D  21,407  60.46

Delegates 86th District
Julie Anna Perry - R  10,113  34.65
Irene Shin - D  18,988  65.05

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

O
n Monday, Nov. 8, First Lady Dr. Jill Biden 
and U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy 
visited Fairfax County Public Schools, 
Franklin Sherman Elementary in McLean, 

to promote the pediatric COVID-19 vaccine for chil-
dren ages 5 to 11 years old.

The choice of Franklin Sherman ES allowed Biden 

and Murthy to kick off the nation-
al COVID-19 pediatric vaccina-
tion campaign at the same school 
where the first polio vaccine was 
administered 67 years earlier. On 
April 26, 1954, Franklin Sherman 
Elementary students became “Po-
lio Pioneers,” the first children to 
receive the Salk vaccine, which 

started the United States on the path to eradicating 
polio.

“This vaccine is the best way to protect your chil-
dren against COVID-19,” Biden told parents and their 
newly vaccinated children. “It’s been thoroughly re-
viewed and rigorously tested; it’s free, and it’s avail-
able for every child aged five and up.”

School Superintendent Scott S. Brabrand said that 

Kicking off the national COVID-19 
pediatric vaccine distribution at 
Franklin Sherman in McLean, 
where vaccines have a history.

First Lady Dr. Jill Biden 
Comes to Franklin Sherman

News

First Lady Dr. Jill Biden talks with a Franklin Sherman Elementary School student in McLean.

Parents and caretakers accompany their children 5 to 11 years old for their first COVID-19 pediatric 
vaccine at the national rollout for the vaccination held at Franklin Sherman Elementary in McLean.

See First Lady, Page 8

Photos by Donnie Biggs/FCPS
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News

By Michael Lee Pope
The Connection

V
irginia has a long 
tradition of offer-
ing a counterpoint 
to presidential 

elections starting after the 
election of Democrat Jimmy 
Carter for president in 1976. 
Virginia responded by elect-
ing Republican John Dalton. 
Ever since then, it’s been a 
pretty predictable pattern. Af-
ter the Reagan Revolution in 
1980, Virginia elected Dem-
ocrat Chuck Robb governor. 
The election of Democrat Bill 
Clinton brought on the elec-
tion of Republican George 
Allen, and the answer to Re-
publican George W. Bush was 
Democrat Mark Warner.

Only one candidate for gov-
ernor has been able to break 
the spell — Terry McAuliffe, 
who bucked the trend in 2013 
by defeating Republican Ken 
Cuccinelli on the heels of 
Barack Obama’s reelection. 
Democrats were hopeful that 
McAuliffe could pull it off 
again. But his campaign at-
tempting to tie Republican 
Glenn Youngkin to former 
President Donald Trump 
failed as a wave of voters 
raised objections to anti-rac-
ism curriculum in schools and 
transgender students using 
the bathroom of the gender 
their choice.

“Unfortunately, Virgin-
ia’s long-standing trend of 
electing a governor from 
the opposite party of the 
president continues,” said 
Noam Lee, executive di-
rector of the Democratic 
Governors Association. 
“Sidestepping the issues 
that mattered to voters, 
the GOP lied and schemed 
to hide their candidate’s 
extreme positions, and their far-right agen-
da won out.”

Youngkin declared victory at a raucous 
victory party in Chantilly, thanking his 
family and outlining his agenda for the 
next four years. At the top of the list was 
education reform. He made no mention 
of critical race theory, the law-school con-
cept that he has vowed to ban from public 
school classrooms. But he did promise the 
largest education budget in history, and he 
said he would expand charter schools. He 
also said he would deliver the largest tax 
refund ever, and he vowed to eliminate the 
grocery tax.

“This is our moment,” said Youngkin. “To-
gether, we will change the trajectory of this 
commonwealth.”

The blame game has already started 

among Democrats, who 
are critical of the McAu-
liffe campaign for focus-
sing too much attention on 
Trump and for not fighting 
back harder against alle-
gations that critical race 
theory is taught in Virginia 
classrooms. As Democrats 
saw power slipping from 
their grasp Tuesday night, 
they were particularly an-

gry that Republicans were able to seize on 
the issue of education — a campaign issue 
Democrats have long considered their own 
personal realm.

“You cannot lose education,” said Brian 
Moran, a former Democratic caucus chair-
man in the House who now works in the 
Northam administration. “It’s bread and 
butter: Health care, education and safety. 
That’s what Democrats talk about, and that’s 
what we care about. We cannot forfeit those 
issues.”

Since Democrats seized control of the 
General Assembly two years ago, they’ve 
been able to achieve drastic change. 

They’ve legalized marijuana, abolished 
the death penalty, restricted predatory lend-
ing, implemented gun violence prevention 
measures and overturned restrictions to 

abortion. For many voters, that may have 
been too much too soon. The election of 
Youngkin and the Republican ticket is cer-
tain to be viewed as a repudiation of the 
agenda that Democrats pushed during their 
brief era of legislative power.

“It’s official: Virginians have completely 
rejected the failed policies of the liberals 
running Richmond and voted for a bright-
er future full of supported small businesses, 
empowered parents and safer streets,” said 
Dee Duncan, president of the Republican 
State Leadership Committee. “We support-
ed the right candidates, developed the right 
messages, and executed the right strategies 
to overcome a two-to-one spending dis-
advantage driven by national liberals like 
Barack Obama, Eric Holder, Nancy Pelosi 
and Stacey Abrams.”

Youngkin launched his campaign ini-
tially aiming squarely at economic issues, 
promising tax cuts as part of a very tradi-
tional Republican playbook. But then events 
caught up with the campaign. A high-profile 
prosecution in Loudoun gave opponents of 
transgender students using the bathroom 
of their choice an opportunity to question 
safety. And a national movement against so-
called critical race theory erupted at local 
school board meetings across Virginia. Then 
McAulliffe stuck his foot in his mouth in the 

Republican Sweep Democrats lose statewide 
for the first time since 2009.

second debate saying he didn’t think parents 
should be telling schools what they should 
teach.

“I think Terry made an unfortunate re-
mark, and that started it,” said Del. Kaye 
Kory (D-38). “Before that, there really was 
not any talk about this on this scale.”

After the debate in Alexandria at the 
Schlesinger Center, Republicans recalibrated 
their campaign to be aimed right at the issue 
of parental rights. That gave them an oppor-
tunity to ride the wave of concern over an-
ti-racism curriculum in the classroom, which 
they call critical race theory even though 
that’s not taught in Virginia classrooms. And 
every new detail in the Loudoun prosecution 
was amplified on right-wing media. McAu-
liffe’s own words were endlessly repeated in 
Republican television ads, and the McAuliffe 
campaign was late in walking the statement 
back.

“We are grateful to Virginians who place 
their trust in us,” said Republican House 
Leader Todd Gilbert after Republicans won 
enough seats to take control of the House of 
Delegates. “We look forward to immediately 
going to work with Governor-elect Youngkin 
and his administration to restore fiscal order, 
give parents the voice they deserve in educa-
tion and keep our commonwealth safe. Our 
work begins now.”

“Together, we 
will change the 
trajectory of this 
commonwealth.”

— Governor-elect 
Glenn Youngkin

Photo Jamal Nelson/Twitter
Republican gubernatorial candidate Glenn Youngkin addresses a 
crowd Oct. 30 at Market Square in Old Town Alexandria. Youn-
gkin upset Democratic nominee Terry McAuliffe in the Nov. 2 
general election.

Photo Aliscia Andrews/Twitter
Hundreds turned out in Old Town Alexandria Oct. 30 for a rally for Re-
publican gubernatorial candidate Glenn Youngkin.
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A Military Appreciation Monday dinner will take 
place on Monday, Nov. 15 at the Old Brogue in sup-
port of Stop Soldier Suicide https://stopsoldiersui-
cide.org/. According to the Stop Soldier Suicide 
website, veterans are at 50% higher risk of suicide 
than their peers who have not served. Concerns 
about suicide have increased since the withdraw-
al from Aghanistan. In addition, a recent report by 
the Department of Defense indicates that young, 
enlisted service members are of the highest risk of 
suicide. Five hundred and eighty service members 
died by suicide in 2020, the Pentagon announced 
Sept. 30, when the Defense Department released its 

annual suicide report. CY-2020-Annual-Suicide-Re-
port.pdf

Those 580 deaths mark the most the DOD has re-
corded in at least five years, according to Air Force 
Magazine. Service members at higher suicide risk are 
primarily enlisted, male, and under 30 years of age, 
according to the report.

To join the dinner, call the Old Brogue at (703) 759-
3309 and make a reservation for either the 5:30 or 
7:30 seating.  

If unable to attend but would like to make a dona-
tion, send checks made out to Stop Soldier Suicide to: 
Bob Nelson, 44592 Stepney Dr., Ashburn, Va. 20147

Military Appreciation Monday at 
Old Brogue

Community

Discussion on Criminal Justice and Inequities in 
Women and Minorities by Steve T. Descano, Fair-
fax County Commonwealth’s Attorney
Tuesday, Nov. 16, 2021, 7 p.m., via Zoom

Steve T. Descano, Commonwealth’s Attorney for 
Fairfax City and Fairfax County, is a veteran and for-
mer federal prosecutor. He served as a federal prose-
cutor under the Obama Administration for six years 
specializing in complex financial crimes of both na-
tional and international scopes.

A West Point graduate, Descano was a helicopter 
pilot and U.S. Army Officer before putting himself 
through law school and becoming a federal prosecu-
tor. After his work in the Justice Department, Descano 
went on to served as a board member for NARAL Pro-

Choice Virginia as well as the Fairfax County NAACP’s 
first nominee to the County’s Police Civilian Review 
Panel. He previously worked to help families through-
out the region as the outgoing Chief Operations Offi-
cer and General Counsel at Paragon Autism Services.

Since taking office in 2020, Descano has embarked 
on a groundbreaking reform agenda. He has imple-
mented policies that make the community safer while 
addressing racial and socioeconomic inequities in the 
criminal justice system, stemming the tide of mass in-
carceration, and elevating a holistic, values-based ap-
proach to prosecution over a reflexively punitive one.

If interested in joining this program please visit 
http://mclean-vaaauw.net and request a zoom invite 
for the program.

AAUW McLean Branch  
Program for November 2021
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Opinion

By Pat Hynes

T
he winner of the Virginia gover-
nor’s race, Glenn Youngkin, would 
have you believe that teachers can’t 
be trusted to teach historic truth or 

inclusive literature without victimizing white 
children. He would have you believe that school 
librarians push pornography on children and 
that parents have no right to challenge books. 
He wants you to think that school principals 
can’t support trans students and keep girls safe 
in the bathroom at the same time. 

None of that is true. The vast majority of par-
ents know that none of that is true. Polls show 
that parents overwhelmingly trust their chil-
dren’s teachers and school leaders to provide 
safe, effective learning environments for their 
children. And every day, in classrooms across 

every part of Virginia, educators earn that trust.
Unfortunately, most media and Democrat-

ic politicians failed to effectively challenge 
these destructive, divisive lies. Bullying school 
boards, teachers, librarians, and our most vul-
nerable students worked for Youngkin and the 
GOP. They are already doubling down for the 
2022 midterm elections.  

It’s time for public school teachers, parents, 
and students in Virginia to get organized and 
get loud.  We have to assume that politicians, 
parties, and many in the media will do no bet-
ter going forward. We must make our own voic-
es too loud to ignore.

Here’s the truth about schools in Virginia:
Teachers empower students when we teach 

the whole, unvarnished truth about U.S. and 
Virginia history, from the first slave ships at 
Point Comfort, through the Capital of the Con-

federacy and Massive Resistance, to the system-
ic inequities that remain today. 

Teachers empower students to think critical-
ly and empathically by exposing them to tradi-
tionally under-represented voices and stories in 
literature. 

Teachers create safe, joyful learning environ-
ments for all students when they respect pre-
ferred names and pronouns. 

Parents and students in Virginia overwhelm-
ingly expect teachers to do these things because 
it’s just good teaching.

Schools lost in Virginia on Nov. 2. 
It’s time for educators, parents, and students 

to speak up and protect our most important 
public institution.

Pat Hynes is a former member of the Fairfax 
County School Board, a teacher in Arlington 
and a Reston resident.

Schools Lost on Nov. 2

Del. Kenneth R. “Ken” Plum

After the elections last week, the “blue” 
state of Virginia suddenly turned “red.” 
Just look at a map of the Common-

wealth with the cities and counties colored red 
if they voted Republican and blue if they voted 
Democratic, and the state is overwhelmingly 
red again. After the 2019 elections Democrats 
controlled the three statewide offices of gover-
nor, lieutenant governor, and attorney general 
and the two houses of the General Assembly. 
After the elections last week Republicans will 
control all those offices with the exception of 
the State Senate as soon as the winners are 
sworn in in January.

Under blue Democratic leadership over the 
last two years the state made transformational 
progress on issues of ending discrimination, en-
acting gun safety legislation, protecting a wom-
an’s right to choose, requiring a move to clean 
energy, ending the death penalty, easing access 
to the polls, and more. Will the change in politi-
cal leadership in the state imperil these advanc-
es for which progressives took such pride, or 
will the state change direction or simply move 

at a much slower pace?
The people have spoken, but what message 

will those assuming leadership positions have 
heard? Virginia had the reputation during most 
of the 20th century of having very restrictive 
laws related to registering and voting. The 
Commonwealth now has the most open and 
accessible laws on registering and voting in the 
country. Will there be an effort to restrict vot-
ing under the guise of preventing unknown in-
stances of fraud? Will there be a forensic audit 
of the 2020 election results in which President 
Biden carried the state by ten percent as one 
of the new governor’s advisers is quoted in the 
press as saying should happen? Does fraud in 
elections only occur when the other side wins?

What will happen with human rights in the 
new administration following one in which the 
rights of women, Blacks, and LGBTQ+ people 
have had such an emphasis with non-discrimi-
nation legislation and hate crime laws? Certain-
ly we will not be re-erecting Confederate stat-
utes, but will we under the guise of eliminating 
the imagined “Critical Race Theory” rewrite 
history to take away references to slavery and 
racial discrimination in the state?

Will charges of soft on crime stop or reverse 
the meaningful work that has been done to re-
form the criminal justice system to eliminate 
racial discrimination and to expand programs 
aimed at rehabilitation? Will we continue the 
effort to distinguish criminal behavior from 
mental health episodes?

As is often the case in a democratic repub-
lic, the message from the people is not always 
clear nor is there agreement on how that mes-
sage is to be interpreted. The message is sent 
following millions of dollars having been spent 
and endless television and digital commercials 
having been run to convince the public of the 
correctness of the side one is on. Casting the 
vote is one step in the process of influencing 
government policy and actions. As the new ad-
ministration unfolds and the General Assembly 
convenes there will be additional opportunities 
for the public to be heard. We must use these 
opportunities to be clear on the direction we 
want the Commonwealth to proceed.

Thank you to all who supported me in my 
re-election campaign. I look forward to hearing 
from you and being your voice in the legisla-
ture. I am honored to represent you! 

The People Have Spoken

See Redistricting, Page 9

By Sen. Scott Surovell

While the Nov. 2 election 
has dominated recent 
headlines, the process 

to redraw state and federal legis-
lators’ districts has been moving 
along six months late due to delays 
in receiving U.S. Census data. 

Ever since Elbridge Gerry signed 
a bill to draw several Federalists 
out of their seats in 1812, gerry-
mandering has been a problem in 
the United States. I have always 

believed that redistricting is one 
of the most significant fundamen-
tal problems in American democ-
racy, and it has become especially 
problematic with the power of 
computer-aided mapping coupled 
with Big Data. Voters should pick 
their elected officials instead of 
elected officials picking their vot-
ers. 

Based on this principle, I have 
always supported nonpartisan re-
districting.  In the 2019 Virginia 
General Assembly session, several 

members introduced a constitu-
tional amendment requiring non-
partisan redistricting, but after it 
emerged from rewrites in the legis-
lative process it became bipartisan 
redistricting, which is very differ-
ent. In 2020, legislators approved 
the measure a second time. I was 
one of two Senators who voted 
“no” because I do not support the 
involvement of elected officials or 
partisans in redistricting and I be-

Redistricting Moves to the 
Supreme Court of Virginia

Let Us Know Your View
Connection Newspapers welcomes 

views on any public issue.
Letters must be signed. Include home address 

and home and business numbers; 
we will only print your name and town name. 

Letters are routinely edited for length, libel, grammar,
good taste, civility and factual errors.

Send letters
Online www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/letter

By email: editors@connectionnewspapers.com
By mail to: Letters to the Editor The Connection 

1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
You can comment on our 

Facebook page or find us on Twitter
www.facebook.com/connectionnewspapers

https://twitter.com/alexgazette
https://twitter.com/mtvernongazette

https://twitter.com/followfairfax
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Creating a Holiday-Ready Kitchen

Photo contributed 
Adding holiday accessories to a kitchen counter-
top can create a festive space.

Holiday lights are for more than trimming the tree. 
“As the days grow shorter, lighting becomes more 
comforting,” said Morrison. “Put mini lights on top of 
your cabinets. You buy different color lights and swap 
out the color for the particular holiday. Orange lights 
work for Thanksgiving, blue for Hanukkah and red 
and green for Christmas.”  

Try adding accessories in holiday colors, suggests 
lead designer Jen Patton of Patton and Patton Inte-
riors. “You can swap out things like potholders, vas-
es, dishware, and candles from everyday patterns to 
holiday-inspired ones,” she said. “Add a few cheerful 
touches of red, green, and silver. Maybe you could 
add a garland on the wall or a small vase with pine-
cones, festive berries, and candles for a centerpiece.”   

“If you have the space, you can hang a wreath on 
one of your walls or drape garland on top of a cabi-
net,” said Patton.  

“Do you get a lot of cards?” asks Berkson. “Perhaps 
attach them to cascading grosgrain or another type 
of ribbon and turn a plain wall into a festive display.”   

Even those with Formica countertops that are rem-
iniscent of the 1970s, can create the illusion of ele-
gance and festivity. “If you don’t like your counters 
and don’t have the time or money to redo them, you 
can always cover sections with holiday placemats or 
nice cutting boards,” said Patton.  

When the counters are satisfactory, they can be ver-
satile. “Take one section of a countertop and make 
it the drink center,” said Tracy Morris, Tracy Morris 
Design, based in McLean, VA. “That way, you will not 
have guests making drinks where you are trying to 
cook. Line up the bottles, fill a decanter and show 
your guests a great time.”  

Use the space to create stations that are streamlined 
and inviting. “It’s a quick way to update the kitchen 
for the holidays and keeps [guests] out of the work 
space, but still part of the conversation.” said Allie 
Mann, designer and senior interiors specialist with 
Case Architects & Remodelers in Falls Church, VA. 

Those fortunate enough to have a kitchen island 
can enjoy the luxury of an additional canvas on which 
to express holiday creativity. “Consider using it to lay 
out a buffet,” said Nadia Subaran of Aidan Design in 
Bethesda. “It could also serve as a great kids’ table.” 

As with other facets of the impending holiday fes-
tivities, practicing expectation management with kitch-
en design is essential for a peaceful Yuletide season. 
“You have to be realistic about what can and can’t be 
done,” said Berkson. “You can embellish your kitchen 
table and counters with simple seasonal décor, but you 
can’t redesign it in two weeks. Try to get easy kitchen 
maintenance done now and make a mental note of any 
bigger projects you’d like to complete next year.” 

HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell    
The Connection    

 

A
s the holiday season begins in less than two 
weeks, a home’s kitchen is the center stage 
for holiday parties and even casual gather-
ings with friends. But many people feel that 

their kitchen could use an overhaul. Local designers 
offer suggestions for making the best of your space.

“Though a remodeling project is unrealistic given 
the time constraints, minor tweaks can spruce up or 
refresh a kitchen,” said Angela Morrison, designer and 
founder of Morrison Style in Vienna. “You don’t have 
to redo your entire house for the holidays. You can 
easily do a few easy things to make it look updated 
for the holidays.” 

After giving her kitchen a quick makeover in ad-
vance of a Hanukkah party that she hosted for her 
children’s friends and their parents three years ago, 
Linda Goldstein,a Bethesda based mother and interior 
designer, says that she developed several strategies for 
making a big impact on a dated kitchen in a minimal 
amount of time.  

“I tried several design tricks, so I know that they 
work,” she said. “I have shared these with my clients 
who have short lead times, but they want to have a 
kitchen that looks decent for the holidays. You can 
make mini adjustments that have a big impact and 
don’t cost a lot of money.”   

Before tackling any design project, Fairfax based de-
signer Julia Tull of Tull and Foley Designs believes in 
starting with the basics. 

“During the holidays we are cooking a lot more food 
at one time, it’s important to make a note of the things 
that are currently on your countertops and see what 
can be packed away to free up much needed space. 
Crockpots and waffle irons can be stored elsewhere.”

Something as simple as a fresh coat of paint can 
transform a kitchen with a minimal investment in 
time and money. “Over even just a few years, paint 
can start to look dingy and dirty, and this can really 
bring down the look and feel of your kitchen,” said 
Jennifer Moriarty, an interior design student who lives 
in Alexandria. “Instead of leaving it, take a day or two 
and add a fresh coat of paint to your cabinets and 
kitchen walls.”  

Updating hardware can give an outdated kitchen 
an updated look.  “Replace the kitchen pulls and han-
dles,” said Moriarty. “It’s not a bad idea to splurge on 
them and reuse them if you decide to remodel your 
kitchen in the near future.”  

Replacing a kitchen’s window treatments can trans-
form a room instantly, easily and inexpensively sug-
gests private interior designer Anita Stanley of Wood-
bridge. “The design options are plentiful,” she said. 
“Very few things transform the style of a room like 
window treatments.”   

Replacing outdated or worn flooring might be a 
long-term project, but Chris Katkish, general manag-
er, InSite Builders & Remodeling in Bethesda suggests 
a quick fix. 

“Consider using Peel and stick tile for flooring,” 
he said. “Not a permanent solution but could be just 
enough to get through the holidays.”  

Replacing lighting will brighten a kitchen space 
and create an updated look.  “Add inexpensive un-
der-counter LED lighting,” said Katkish. “Toe kick 
lighting is not very common, but a great way to make 
a space pop.”   

Lighting can make even the most dated cabinets look 
chic, said Linda Berkson of Berkson Interiors in Vienna. 
“Under cabinet lighting brings attention to the beauti-
ful tile work of your backsplash and adds a festive glow 
to your kitchen,” she said. “Under cabinet lighting kits 
are easy to install and can be found on Amazon.”   
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First Lady Dr. Jill Biden comes to Franklin Sherman, here flanked by 
students and talking about the importance of vaccinating children ages 
5 and up for COVID-19. Students received the first pediatric polio vac-
cines in 1954 at Franklin Sherman Elementary.

with the opportunity for 
widespread COVID-19 vac-
cination of younger chil-
dren, it was hoped that stu-
dents would learn in person, 
avoid school or division 
closures, and keep school 
staff and students safe. “We 
are proud to be leading the 
way in the vaccination roll-
out for children ages 5 to11, 
just as we did with the polio 
vaccine in 1954,” Brabrand 
said.

A week before, on Tues-
day, Nov. 2, CDC Director 
Rochelle P. Walensky en-
dorsed the Advisory Com-
mittee on Immunization 
Practices’ recommendation 
that children 5 to 11 be vac-
cinated against COVID-19 
with the Pfizer-BioNTech 
pediatric vaccine. The ap-
proval paves the way for 
the vaccine to be given to 
approximately 28 million 
children aged 5 to 11 in the 
United States. It was an im-
portant step forward in the 
fight against the virus.

Biden and Murthy’s visit 
to Franklin Sherman comes 
after the virus claimed the 
lives of more than 5 mil-
lion people worldwide, in-
cluding more than 750,000 
Americans and more than 
1,200 Fairfax County residents.

More than 85 percent of Fairfax County 
students aged 12 and older have received 
at least one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
FCPS has successfully implemented layered 
prevention strategies since the start of the 
pandemic in March 2020 and reports that 
it continues to have both an extremely low 
positivity rate (0.35 percent) and transmis-

News

From Page 3

sion rate (0.02 percent) in its schools.
FCPS will soon host school-based vaccina-

tion clinics evenings, weekends, and during 
the school day. The school division partnered 
with a private vendor to open in-school clin-
ics where students can be vaccinated with 
parent or guardian permission and with or 
without their presence.It is partnering with 
Fairfax County Health Department, hosting 

several mass vaccination clinics, pop-up 
clinics at school sites in the evenings and/
or weekends, and supporting school-based 
clinics during the school day.

Inova Children’s is holding weekend 
pediatric vaccination clinics at the Inova 
Center for Personalized Health and Inova 
Cares Clinic for underserved communi-
ties. The Virginia Chapter of the American 

Academy of Pediatrics will deliver more 
than 3,900 vaccines per week through its 
pediatricians.

Fairfax County School Board Chair, Stella 
Pekarsky, said, “We are proud of the way the 
schools, the County, and our private partners 
have come together to ensure that everyone 
who wants the vaccination will be able to 
get it.”

First Lady Dr. Jill Biden Comes to Franklin Sherman

From left, U.S. Surgeon General Vivek Murthy, First Lady Dr. Jill Biden and Gloria 
Addo-Ayensu, MD, M.P.H., director of health for Fairfax County, at the national rollout 
for pediatric COVID-19 vaccines.

From left, Fairfax County School Board Chair Stella Pekarsky (Sully District) and Fair-
fax County School Superintendent Scott S. Brabrand give thumbs up at FCPS’ Frank-
lin Sherman Elementary in McLean.

Photos by Donnie Biggs/FCPS
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air       
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Academy of Pediatrics will deliver more 
than 3,900 vaccines per week through its 
pediatricians.

Fairfax County School Board Chair, Stella 
Pekarsky, said, “We are proud of the way the 
schools, the County, and our private partners 
have come together to ensure that everyone 
who wants the vaccination will be able to 
get it.”

lieve the proposal was inadequate-
ly thought out. The amendment 
was placed on the ballot and ap-
proved by voters 65.6% to 34.31% 
in November 2020.

This summer, the Virginia Redis-
tricting Commission was created 
and began work redrawing state 
Senate, House of Delegates and 
Virginia’s Congressional districts 
after census data became available 
in late August.  Four senators, four 
delegates and eight citizens were 
appointed, equally balanced be-
tween Democrats and Republicans. 
The Commission gridlocked on ev-
ery important vote from the first 
day. It had two chairs, two lawyers 
and two map drawers. They could 
not agree on a committee process, 
on Virginia law or the require-
ments of the Federal Voting Rights 
Act of 1965. They produced multi-
ple separate maps for every district 
and were unable to reconcile any 
of them because they ostensibly 
disagreed on the law and would 

not negotiate.
Once the commission process 

fails, the Constitution requires the 
Supreme Court of Virginia to draw 
districts. Democrats and Republi-
cans are required to submit three 
or more proposed special masters, 
legal representatives of the court 
who have no “conflicts of interest.” 
The Supreme Court is required to 
pick one person to serve as a spe-
cial master from each list, people 
who will be charged with putting 
together the maps within 30 days 
of their appointment. No one 
knows how that will work given 
that courts typically only pick one 
special master in court-adminis-
tered proceedings.

Last week, the House and Sen-
ate Democratic Caucuses submit-
ted three names. Each were expe-
rienced academics who had been 
previously selected by judges to 
redraw districts that suffered from 
legal or constitutional violations. 
The Republican Caucuses took 
a different tack.  They proposed 
three partisans who have never 

been appointed by any court in 
America to serve: (1) the Execu-
tive Director of the National Re-
publican Redistricting Trust; (2) a 
Republican consultant who drew 
the hotly litigated 2010 Wiscon-
sin Senate map for the Wisconsin 
Republicans and is now draw-
ing maps for Texas Republicans; 
and (3) a data researcher who 
was paid $20,000 by the Virgin-
ia Senate Republican Caucus two 
months ago for “consulting ser-
vices.” 

The Senate and House Demo-
cratic Caucuses asked the Court 
to set deadlines for all caucuses to 
submit maps and for public hear-
ings before and after the maps are 
proposed to give the public an op-
portunity to comment on the pro-
posals. We also asked the Court to 
set up an online commenting sys-
tem so that all comments can be 
filed and accessed electronically 
instead of submitted on paper and 
only reviewable in the Supreme 
Court Clerk’s office in Richmond. 
The Republican Caucuses refused 

Opinion

From Page 6

Redistricting Moves to the 
Supreme Court of Virginia

to join our request.
No one is really sure what the 

process will be at this point. How-
ever, the Supreme Court is accept-
ing comments in writing at its 
clerk’s office.  Please stay tuned to 
my Facebook, Twitter and Blog for 
information about how to partici-
pate. Redistricting now will hap-
pen very fast and these districts 
will be in place until after the 2030 
census.

Many predict that there will 
be major changes to state Senate 
and U.S. Congressional districts in 
Northern Virginia given their cur-
rent boundaries and population 
changes since the last census. Ma-
jor changes are possible for some 
House of Delegates districts. The 
proposals and comment process, 
as allowed by the Supreme Court, 
will take place between Thanks-
giving and Christmas or maybe 
beyond.

Please stay tuned and contact me 
if you have any questions at scott@
scottsurovell.org. It is an honor to 
serve in the Virginia Senate.

Submit civic/community 
announcements at Connec-
tionNewspapers.com/Calen-
dar. Photos and artwork wel-
come. Deadline is Thursday 
at noon, at least two weeks 
before the event. 
 
THURSDAY/NOV. 11
Veterans Day Ceremony. 11 

a.m. At Great Falls Freedom 
Memorial, 9830 George-
town Pike, Great Falls. 
The annual Veterans Day 
Ceremony will be held at 
the Great Falls Freedom 
Memorial. The ceremony 
will honor all who have 
served our country in the 
Armed Forces.  The event 
will include patriotic songs 
by the Langley Madrigals 
and remarks by retired 
Army Major General George 
Close. The Freedom Memo-
rial is located behind the 
Great Falls Library at 9830 
Georgetown Pike.  The 
ceremony is open to all.  
Ample parking is available 
in the library parking lot. 
Visit the website: gffree-
dom.org

 
SATURDAY/NOV. 13
Using Swedish Records. 10 

a.m. to 12 p.m.  Virtual 
lecture by Janet Johnson, 
sponsored by the Fairfax 
Genealogical Society (www.
fxgs.org.) The talk will 
include Swedish Parish 

See Bulletin, Page 10

Bulletin Board
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ClassifiedClassified
To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Small management firm in McLean, VA 
seeks part-time bookkeeper/secretary 3 
days/wk from 9-2. Will oversee front desk 
admin duties. Must have prior account-
ing skills. Excellent communication skills 
required. Email Rohrbaugh@verizon.net.

Employment

NOW THRU NOV. 30
”The Artist’s Palette.” 

At Great Falls Studios 
Gallery, 756 Walker 
Road, Great Falls. “The 
Artist’s Palette” features 
the work of members of 
NOVA Plein Air Artists. 
Founded in 2016, NOVA 
Plein Air Artists (NPAA) 
was initiated due to a 
shared desire to explore 
the idea of painting 
outdoors. Since then, 
NPAA has evolved into 
a creative, educational 
and social network of lo-
cal artists committed to 
painting weekly at orga-
nized “paint-outs.” Plein 
air locations are chosen 
for their diversity, 
varying from state and 
county parks to rustic farms, vineyards, and 
urban settings within the Northern Virginia 
and Greater Washington, DC area. NPAA is 
primarily a plein air group but members also 
engage in painting other subjects including 
still life, genre, and portraiture.

NOVA Plein Air Artists is very excited to offer in 
person exhibits again. Come see what these 
talented artists have been creating. 

NOW THRU JAN. 2, 2022
LuminoCity Festival. 6-9 p.m. At Roer’s 

Zoofari, 1228 Hunter Mill Road, Vienna. 
The LuminoCity Festival, a one-of-a-kind, 
immersive light display experience, will be 
a festive experience for guests of all ages. 
Be ready to enter a world straight out of 
your wildest imaginations as you step into 
an unforgettably spectacular night of lights. 
The festival includes African, Asian, Arid, and 
Ancient-themed exhibits of spectacularly lit 
art displays set up in the zoo’s walk-through 
area.  Visit the website: www.roerszoofari.
com.

 
NOW THRU NOV. 28
Artworks by David Alexander. At the Jo Ann 

Rose Gallery, 1609-A Washington Plaza N, 
Reston.  “In Between: Phantom Algorithms 
Joining Worlds” artworks by David Alexan-
der use the totem motif to bridge the digital, 
physical and spiritual worlds. Nov. 1 through 
28 2021. Call 703-476-4500. Visit https://
enoarts.com/press

NOV. 11, 12, 13
Sound of Music. 7:30 p.m. at Capital Commu-

nity Church, 20430 Ashburn Village Blvd., 
Ashburn. The Pickwick Players present Rod-
gers & Hammerstein’s “The Sound of Music,” 
starring local talent from the Northern Virgin-
ia area. Cost: Adults $22,  Seniors/Children 
$17, Group discount available for 8 or more. 
Visit the website: thepickwickplayers.com

 
NOV. 12-14
”The Eye of the Beholder.” The McLean Art So-

ciety, a local group of professional artists and 
art enthusiasts is sponsoring an Art Show and 
sale on Friday Nov. 12, 5-8 p.m., Saturday, 
Nov. 13, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., and Sunday Nov. 
14 10 a.m.-1 p.m., hosted by Walker Chapel 
United Methodist Church, 4102 N Glebe Rd, 
Arlington. There will be all original framed 
paintings in many styles with a large variety 
of subject matter as well as less expensive 
matted pieces and originally designed greet-
ing cards. Everyone is welcome in a Covid 
safe environment. 

 
SATURDAY/NOV. 13
Vienna Train Station Open House. 1-5 p.m. At 

Vienna Train Station, 231 Dominion Road, 
NE, Vienna.   Stop by the Historic Vienna 
Train Station where you can see and hear 
HO scale model trolleys and trains including 
Thomas and some of his friends on display 
and in operation. Great family fun and ac-
tivity for the young and young-at-heart. The 
museum and model train layout are open for 
your enjoyment, hosted by the Northern Vir-

Records and Swedish Immigration 
Records.  Venue: Virtual

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/86598314866?pwd=bUNE-
c3UybDZXZ2w1SXR1YU4wUHFs-
dz09    Free and open to public, 
registration is required. Visit the 
website: www.FairfaxGenealogical-
Society.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 13
Fall Bazaar and Craft Show. 10 a.m. 

to 4 p.m.  At Vienna Volunteer Fire 
Department Auxiliary, 400 Center 
Street, South Vienna. Offered 
for sale will be crafts, holiday 
decorations, items for your home, 
clothing  and gifts for that special 
someone.  A delicious lunch menu 
is planned, as well as a bountiful 
homemade baked goods table.  
Looking for a unique find? Come 
shop at our Vera’s Attic table. Fire 
Department T shirts will be avail-
able for purchase. Proceeds from 
the rental of the table spaces and 
raffles benefit the fire department 
in their effort to raise funds for life 
saving fire and rescue equipment.  
For information, or to reserve a 
space and request an application, 
call Carol at 703-309-3468 or 
email Dancers1023@aol.com, or 
Lisa at 703-981-4504 or email 
lisaemerson3@verizon.net. 

SUNDAY/NOV. 14
Family Yoga Class. 1-2 p.m. Virtual 

Event, 8300 Greensboro Dr., Ste. 
L1, Box 637, McLean. Holiday 
season got you stressed out? Come 
de-stress with JLNV on Nov. 14th  
during a virtual yoga class. This 
event is ideal for the whole family! 
Tickets can be purchased here at 
https://www.jlnv.org/tef/   Cost: 
$15.  Visit the website: https://
www.jlnv.org/tef/

 
SUNDAY/NOV. 14
Organ and Tissue Donor Sunday. 

10:15 a.m. At Church of the Good 
Shepherd, 2351 Hunter Mill 
Road, Vienna. Speaking during 
the service will be Michael Oakes, 
who received a heart transplant 
in March, and his wife, Marey. 
The Reston couple will share their 
journey of Mike’s sudden heart 
attack that revealed congestive 
heart failure, and then receiving a 
heart transplant at Inova Fairfax 
Hospital. Also speaking will be the 
church’s Lay Leader Jim Love-
lace, who donated a kidney to his 
sister-in-law in June in Oklaho-
ma.  For those who cannot attend 
the church service in person, the 
service will be available online 
and through the church’s Facebook 
page. Visit the church website at 
www.GoodShepherdVA.com or its 
Facebook page at www.Facebook.
com/goodshepherdvienna.

 
THURSDAY/NOV. 18
”Cherokee Ancestors.” 7:30-9 p.m. 

Virtual lecture by Kathie Forbes, 
citizen of the Cherokee Nation, 
sponsored by the Fairfax Genealog-
ical Society (www.fxgs.org.) Learn 
about the history of the Cherokee 
and the resources to find and docu-
ment a possible Cherokee ancestor. 
Venue: virtual:Use this link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/82082791831?pwd=RHcwd-
2pNMENCaFdSVjgxK1lyRnpJUT09   
Free and open to the public, but 
registration is required.  Visit the 
website: www.FairfaxGenealogical-
Society.org.

From Page 9

Bulletin
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Summer Cleanup...
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As heart-warming and sincere as this senti-
ment is, it’s a bit of a window into my presump-
tive future. Similar in effect to the obituary I hap-
pened upon once in The Washington Post years 
ago. Randomly perusing the Obituary section, 
my eyes wandered up and to the right, and there 
it/he was: Samuel Tyson. You don’t know him? 
Neither do I. But there it was beneath his photo, 
my exact date of birth including year: 9/30/54. 
It shook me up, I can tell you that. Seeing one’s 
date of birth in the agate type of an Obituary 
section does give one pause: so that’s what my 
date of birth is going to look like in the Obituary 
section. Yikes. It wasn’t exactly a look into my 
future, but it was my birthdate.

This title was part of an email sent to our pub-
lisher inquiring about my whereabouts since the 
sender/reader hadn’t seen my column for a few 
months. Again, so this is how some people might 
react when my column is no longer being print-
ed, as in I’m no longer writing it, or anything 
else for that matter because I’ll be “gishtorben,” 
(Yiddish for dead). Again, a slice of death. It 
reminded me of a voice message my oncologist 
left me June of  ‘20  - during the height of the 
pandemic. Because of an internal mechanism 
at my HMO, files on the computer are shroud-
ed/darkened to indicate a patient’s death. My 
oncologist came upon my computer file and it 
exhibited these patient-died clues. Shocked. My 
oncologist called my cell phone - hoping to talk 
to my wife, Dina, and when no one answered, 
proceeded to leave a nearly minute-long con-
dolence message concerning my surprise death. 
Hearing that message was uncomfortable, sort 
of. Again, another slice of death moment. And 
not that we all don’t occasionally have these 
near-misses in life, but when you’re a cancer pa-
tient who originally received a “13 month to two 
year” prognosis, a “terminal” diagnosis if there 
ever was one; death/people dying/your proximity 
to any of it takes on an entirely new life - so to 
speak. You try not to get consumed by it, but 
when you’ve been told - quite unexpectedly, at 
age 54 and half that your life expectancy has 
just taken a 30-year hit, given your parent’s age 
when they both died, the news tends to attach 
itself to you. As much as you try to be normal/
you’re pre-diagnosed self, after the medical facts 
are presented, jokes just aren’t as funny, music 
isn’t as uplifting and dancing - for me anyway, 
seemed particularly pointless. But since that’s 
no way to live, I made a conscious effort to try 
to find humor in all of it and be as positive and 
upbeat as I could. Easier written than done.

That’s because cancer/a serious medical 
condition is no laughing matter; “serious as 
a heart attack” to invoke an all-too-familiar 
refrain. But unless you find a way to navigate 
the “slings and arrows of outrageous fortune” 
(make that misfortune) to quote Cerphe from his 
old “WHFS” days, life becomes dreary and not 
worth living. Somehow, one must find light in 
the all-encompassing darkness and push back 
against the forces of negativity/death. There’s a 
spiral out there and the more you’re able to fight 
back - emotionally, and not become a victim of 
your own circumstances, the greater your chanc-
es of finding some kind of happiness/accommo-
dation/assimilation in your life. Still, having a 
less-than-ideal medical prognosis/diagnosis is all 
it’s cracked up to be. Nevertheless, making the 
best of a bad situation seemed the only logical 
option for me. My diagnosis was bad enough on 
its own, I didn’t need to make it any worse by 
droning on about it. I had to accept it and move 
on, which is exactly what I did. And now I find 
humor in the blackest of contexts.

Unlike the popular country-music song from 
a few years ago that sang “Live like you were dy-
ing;” I want to live like I was living. I don’t want 
to be affected by my disease. I’ve found a way to 
live with it, not simply to die from it. Life’s too 
short. Don’t I know it.

“I Hope 
Nothing Bad 

Has Happened”NOW THRU NOV. 30
”The Artist’s Palette.” 

At Great Falls Studios 
Gallery, 756 Walker 
Road, Great Falls. “The 
Artist’s Palette” features 
the work of members of 
NOVA Plein Air Artists. 
Founded in 2016, NOVA 
Plein Air Artists (NPAA) 
was initiated due to a 
shared desire to explore 
the idea of painting 
outdoors. Since then, 
NPAA has evolved into 
a creative, educational 
and social network of lo-
cal artists committed to 
painting weekly at orga-
nized “paint-outs.” Plein 
air locations are chosen 
for their diversity, 
varying from state and 
county parks to rustic farms, vineyards, and 
urban settings within the Northern Virginia 
and Greater Washington, DC area. NPAA is 
primarily a plein air group but members also 
engage in painting other subjects including 
still life, genre, and portraiture.

NOVA Plein Air Artists is very excited to offer in 
person exhibits again. Come see what these 
talented artists have been creating. 

NOW THRU JAN. 2, 2022
LuminoCity Festival. 6-9 p.m. At Roer’s 

Zoofari, 1228 Hunter Mill Road, Vienna. 
The LuminoCity Festival, a one-of-a-kind, 
immersive light display experience, will be 
a festive experience for guests of all ages. 
Be ready to enter a world straight out of 
your wildest imaginations as you step into 
an unforgettably spectacular night of lights. 
The festival includes African, Asian, Arid, and 
Ancient-themed exhibits of spectacularly lit 
art displays set up in the zoo’s walk-through 
area.  Visit the website: www.roerszoofari.
com.

 
NOW THRU NOV. 28
Artworks by David Alexander. At the Jo Ann 

Rose Gallery, 1609-A Washington Plaza N, 
Reston.  “In Between: Phantom Algorithms 
Joining Worlds” artworks by David Alexan-
der use the totem motif to bridge the digital, 
physical and spiritual worlds. Nov. 1 through 
28 2021. Call 703-476-4500. Visit https://
enoarts.com/press

NOV. 11, 12, 13
Sound of Music. 7:30 p.m. at Capital Commu-

nity Church, 20430 Ashburn Village Blvd., 
Ashburn. The Pickwick Players present Rod-
gers & Hammerstein’s “The Sound of Music,” 
starring local talent from the Northern Virgin-
ia area. Cost: Adults $22,  Seniors/Children 
$17, Group discount available for 8 or more. 
Visit the website: thepickwickplayers.com

 
NOV. 12-14
”The Eye of the Beholder.” The McLean Art So-

ciety, a local group of professional artists and 
art enthusiasts is sponsoring an Art Show and 
sale on Friday Nov. 12, 5-8 p.m., Saturday, 
Nov. 13, 10 a.m.-4 p.m., and Sunday Nov. 
14 10 a.m.-1 p.m., hosted by Walker Chapel 
United Methodist Church, 4102 N Glebe Rd, 
Arlington. There will be all original framed 
paintings in many styles with a large variety 
of subject matter as well as less expensive 
matted pieces and originally designed greet-
ing cards. Everyone is welcome in a Covid 
safe environment. 

 
SATURDAY/NOV. 13
Vienna Train Station Open House. 1-5 p.m. At 

Vienna Train Station, 231 Dominion Road, 
NE, Vienna.   Stop by the Historic Vienna 
Train Station where you can see and hear 
HO scale model trolleys and trains including 
Thomas and some of his friends on display 
and in operation. Great family fun and ac-
tivity for the young and young-at-heart. The 
museum and model train layout are open for 
your enjoyment, hosted by the Northern Vir-

ginia Model Railroaders. See www.nvmr.org.

SATURDAY/NOV. 13
Loma’s Fall Festival. 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. At Little 

Oaks Montessori Academy, 13525 Dulles 
Technology Drive, 103, Herndon. Free pony 
rides, music, games, balloon art, raffles and 
much more. Free. Visit the website:  www.
lomamontessori.com

SUNDAY/NOV. 14
Traditional Celtic Music. 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 

p.m. At The Old Brogue Irish Pub, 760-C 
Walker Road, Great Falls.  Featuring Robin 
Bullock. All patrons must present a vaccina-
tion certificate with at least the first series 
completed for a minimum of 2 weeks, or a 
negative covid test within 48 hours. Tickets 
must be purchased in advance at www.old-
brogue.com - $20 general admission.

SUNDAY/NOV. 14
Chanukah Bazaar. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. At Temple 

Rodef Shalom, 2100 Westmoreland Street, 
Falls Church. Chanukah Bazaar in the Grand 
Foyer, Temple Rodef Shalom, or online

https://sisterhood-treasures-judaica-shop.
shoplightspeed.com. Virtual store open 
year-round. Questions? Email sisterhoodtrea-
sures@gmail.com. 

FRIDAY/NOV. 19
Holiday Tree Lighting Ceremony.  6-8 p.m. At 

Tysons Corner Center, McLean, in the Plaza.  
Tysons Corner Center will kick off the 2021 
Holiday Season with its annual tree light-
ing ceremony. The ceremony will include a 
special appearance from Santa, community 
performances, live music complimentary 
s’mores, hot chocolate station, kids crafts, 
outdoor specialty pop-up market featuring 
mall retailers, holiday sips from Barrel + 
Bushel, giveaways, and more.

NOV. 19-20
JAM Christmas Show. 8-10 p.m. At Fredgren 

Studio Theatre at Ballet Nova, 3443 Carlin 
Springs Road, Falls Church.  The metropolitan 
area’s most exciting song and dance Christ-
mas revue returns to the D.C. area to bring in 
the holidays!  Created by choreographer Jere-
my A. McShan, JAM 12 Days of Christmas, is 
a crowd-thrilling Christmas musical spectacu-
lar that mixes your favorite Christmas carols 
along with some of your favorite pop songs 
of all time. These dance-floor favorites are 
sure to leave audiences dancing in their seats 
as we count down the days ‘til the arrival 
of good ole St. Nick!  Cost is $25. Visit the 
website: https://jam12days.bpt.me/

 
SATURDAY/NOV. 20
The Dancing Light. 8 p.m. At Reston Commu-

nity Theater’s CenterStage. Celebrating the 
Warmth of Winter; Akua Allrich and The 
Tribe.  Come share an evening filled with 
music from around the world celebrating the 
wonder of the season and joy of living. Cost 
is  $15 Reston/$20 Non-Reston.  Visit www.
restoncommunitycenter.com.

The Vienna Train Station Open House will take place on 
Saturday, Nov. 13, 2021.

Calendar
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