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Janet Caterson Price
Alexandria Real Estate Specialist  |  NVAR Lifetime Top Producer 
703.622.5984  |  janet@janetpricehomes.com  |  janetpricehomes.com
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314  |  Equal Housing Opportunity

Celebrating 26 Years of service to my clients and my community!

Your style is unique, I’ve got you covered.

Open Sunday 12/19, 2-4pm  |  1787 Duffield Lane, Belle Haven on the Green
Amazing updated open floorplan, 3 bedroom suites, study, garage/gym. Offered at $789,000

6022 Fort Hunt Road 909 Cameron Street 1800 Edgehill Drive

Represented Seller Represented Seller Represented Seller

6115 Belle View Terrace

Represented Seller

2101 Belle Haven Road1788 Duffield Lane 6108 Woodmont Road

Represented SellerRepresented Seller Represented Seller

1721 N Taylor Street

Represented Seller

3110 Burgundy Road 6014 Grove Drive

Represented Seller Represented Seller

2100 Shenandoah Road 1927 Summit Terrace

Represented Buyer Represented Seller
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2021 Children’s and Teens’ Gazette

W
elcome to our 2021 Children’s 
Gazette sections. While sub-
missions were still short of 
the pre-pandemic avalanche 

of children’s and teens’ art and writing, in 
2021 students have delivered a delightful, 
sometimes unusual, panoply of expression. 
I’ve enjoyed the art and writing as we’ve 
downloaded it over many many hours in the 
last two weeks. And I hope you will also.

You can find digital copies of the papers, 
including the Children’s and Teens’ Connec-
tion at http://www.connectionnewspapers.
com/PDFs/. The papers should be posted 
by Thursday, Dec. 16. We deliver tens of 
thousands of papers to homes, businesses, 
public libraries and community centers, plus 
thousands more in email and digital. We will 
print extra copies, and restock at libraries 
and community centers. But also feel free to 

print out pages from the PDFs or take a digi-
tal copy to a photo center to print out larger, 
high resolution copies of your child’s art if 
you desire many copies.

It feels like a small, or not so small, mir-
acle to have made it to the end of 2021 
and be looking forward into the New Year. 
The pandemic has been a bear, financially 
and otherwise. Revenue plummeted at the 
beginning in 2020. More recently we have 
seen the return of advertising for events 
and Grand Openings. Some beloved adver-
tisers have stayed the course supporting us 
throughout, and many more have done what 
they can. Revenue is still short of our greatly 
curtailed costs.

At the end of 2020, we didn’t have any 
idea how we would keep going. But our 
readers responded overwhelmingly to our 
Go Fund Me, bringing us within reach of our 

goal of $50,000. PPP funding, “forgivable 
loans,” made our survival possible. Now we 
are still hoping for a grant from Rebuild Vir-
ginia to help get us into 2022. We applied 
almost a year ago, but it seems possible that 
our application might be reviewed while 
there is still money in the fund. 

I think we can be characterized as patho-
logical optimists. While there are forces out 
there that could make it impossible for us 
to keep going, we continue to push forward. 
While I have said this a few times without 
yet making it happen, keep your eyes open 
for our membership drive, which would 
hope for readers, sources and community 
members who would be interested in sup-
porting us on a monthly basis.

One of the magical elements that helped 
us get this far was the presence on our staff 

of an international journalism legend, Kemal 
Kurspahic, who served as managing editor 
and guiding light for decades. Kemal died 
tragically and unexpectedly this fall, having a 
stroke after minor surgery. We miss him dai-
ly. Keeping everything going has been harder 
since. You can read Kemal’s obituary here: 
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/
news/2021/sep/22/courage-journalism/

We haven’t done everything we aspire to 
do, we always aspire to greater community 
service. But we do know that the community 
is better off for Local Media Connection con-
tinuing to publish.

Now that we’ve told you how we’re doing 
(ha!), let us know how you are doing, what 
you think about the state of our communities. 

Thank you.
— Mary Kimm, kimm.mary@gmail.com

Owen Wiser 11 6th, grade, Endangered Species Oil Pastel, 
Alexandria Country Day School.

Ava McCarley 11, 6th grade, Endangered Species Oil Pastel, 
Alexandria Country Day School.

Jamie Hank 6th, George Washington Middle School.

Abigail Shewchuk 7th, George Washington Middle School.

Charlotte Burkholder, 5th grade, 
George Washington Middle 
School.

Mae Sanchious, 
1st Grade,
Alexandria 
Country Day 
School.
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Alexandria Country Day

Audrey Babcock, Kindergarten

Autumn Perry, 1st grade

Charlotte Burkholder, 5th grade

Emilie Carson, 4th grade

Emily Tryder, 5th grade

Madeline Dahl, 2nd grade

Mae Sanchious, 1st Grade

Ruhi Gala, 1st Grade

Taylor Reynolds, 4th grade

Spencer Wegner, 3rd Grade Xavier Ashfield, 1st Grade
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News

P
ut on your Santa suit, zip up your 
Christmas onesies, throw on your 
ugly sweaters, and lace up your elf 
costumes as the Santa Stampede re-

turns to Carlyle Dec. 18 in a fundraiser ben-
efiting ALIVE!

This year’s holiday season bar crawl will 
take place from 2-6 p.m. and feature restau-
rants Whiskey & Oyster, Sweet Fire Donna’s, 
Tequila & Taco, Lost Boy Cider and Theis-
mann’s Restaurant. A special Old Town Trolley 
will shuttle attendees between the participat-
ing locations.

Each participating restaurant will feature 
specialty cocktails, signature party favors, holi-
day attire contests, photos and giveaways. The 
first 20 guests at each location will receive a 
free Santa hat. Collect a stamp at each partici-
pating location and get entered to win various 
prizes.

Entry fee is $5 with all proceeds benefit-

ing ALIVE! Registration and more informa-
tion at Eventbrite.com or purchase at par-
ticipating locations on the day of the event.

— Jeanne Theismann

Santa Stampede to benefit ALIVE!
Claus for Celebration

Photo by “Mango” Mike Anderson
The Santa Stampede fundraiser for 
ALIVE! returns to Carlyle Dec. 18 from 
2-6 p.m.

Enjoy the great outdoors on New Year’s 
Day with a first day hike at any of the 41 Vir-
ginia State Parks.

All state parks offer free parking on Jan. 
1, 2022 and visitors to each park will receive 
a commemorative water bottle sticker (while 
supplies last).

For a list of scheduled hikes and programs, 
www.virginiastateparks.gov/firstdayhikes

Mason Neck in Lorton is included. https://
www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/ma-
son-neck

Leesylvania in Woodbridge https://www.
dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/leesylvania and 
Sky Meadows https://www.dcr.virginia.gov/
state-parks/sky-meadows are in easy driving 
distance also.

Virginia State Parks has many hikes and 
opportunities to choose from, or visit a park 
and create your own special First Day Hike. 
Here are a few ideas:

Sky Meadows State Park will open at 5:30 
a.m. on New Year’s Day to support the sunrise 
celebration of various cultures. At 10 a.m., 

join a ranger at the Backcountry Trailhead 
for a guided hike.

Pocahontas State Park in Chesterfield of-
fers a special New Year’s Eve night hike to cel-
ebrate the countdown. The park also offers a 
variety of special hikes for different ages and 
capabilities throughout New Year’s Day.

Guided hikes are available every hour from 
9 a.m. – noon at Natural Bridge State Park. 
The approximately 45-minute hike will lead 
you to great views of the Blue Ridge Moun-
tains.

Join a ranger at Smith Mountain Lake 
State Park on a mile hike that is rated as easy. 
The hike includes a scavenger hunt to discov-
er winter’s hidden secrets in nature.

At Clinch River State Park, a ranger will 
lead you on a 4-mile hike along the Clinch 
and to ruins of a failed French settlement.

The 41 award-winning Virginia State Parks 
are managed by the Virginia Department of 
Conservation and Recreation. For more in-
formation, or to buy an annual pass or gift 
certificate, visit www.virginiastateparks.gov

Take a Hike (On New Year’s Day)

It is the time of year when, according to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, more than a third of all U.S. traffic deaths 
involve drunk drivers (38%, Christmas; 36%, 
New Year’s Day – NHTSA, 2019). Free safe 
rides will be offered to would-be drunk or im-
paired drivers throughout the area during the 
winter holidays beginning on Dec. 17.

Washington Regional Alcohol Program’s 
2021 Holiday SoberRide program will be in 
operation nightly, 10 p.m. until 4 a.m. from 
Dec. 17, 2021 to Jan. 1, 2022 as a way to keep 
local roads safe from impaired drivers during 
this traditionally high-risk holiday season. 

Each evening, during this six-hour period, 
area residents ages 21 and older celebrat-
ing with alcohol may download Lyft to their 
phones, then enter a SoberRide code in the 
app’s ‘Promo’ section to receive their no-cost 
(up to $15) safe transportation home. A new, 
separate Holiday SoberRide promo code will 
be posted at 9:00 p.m. on Dec. 17, 24 and 31 

on www.SoberRide.com.
During the 2019 winter holidays 

(COVID-19 prevented Dec. 2020’s full-out 
campaign), over 1,100 (1,121) people in the 
Washington-metropolitan area used WRAP’s 
Holiday SoberRide program rather than pos-
sibly driving home impaired. The charity also 
officers its SoberRide program on St. Patrick’s 
Day, Cinco de Mayo, Independence Day and 
Halloween. “More than a third of all U.S. 
traffic fatalities during the holiday season in 
2019 involved drunk drivers according to the 
National Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion,” said Kurt Erickson, WRAP’s President.

SoberRide is offered throughout Lyft’s 
Washington D.C. coverage area.

Since 1991, WRAP’s SoberRide® program 
has provided 81,184 free safe rides home to 
would-be-drunk drivers in the Greater Wash-
ington area.

More information about WRAP’s SoberRide 
initiative can be found at www.SoberRide.com

Free Sober Rides Offered for the Holidays



6  v  Alexandria Gazette Packet  v  December 16-22, 2021 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Obituary

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

F
lorence King, a longtime resident, 
civic activist and recent candidate 
for City Council, died Dec. 9 at her 
home in Alexandria following a brief 

illness. She was 74.
“Everyone who knew Florence was awed 

by her energy, her grace, her fantastic sense 
of humor and her great sense of style,” said 
close friend Jordan Wright. “Even in her 70s 
she could rock a miniskirt. This is such a 
deep loss for so many.”

King, an independent candidate in the 
recent elections for City Council, was diag-
nosed shortly after the election with a recur-
rence of cancer that had been 
in remission for many years. 
She was hospitalized briefly 
prior to her death.

Born March 2, 1947, King 
was raised in Fairfax County 
and graduated from Luther 
Jackson High School. She 
attended George Mason Uni-
versity where she studied so-
ciology and business adminis-
tration.

Following a 17-year career 
as a federal employee, King 
founded FMK Credit Services 
in 1991 where she helped cli-
ents repair bad credit ratings. 
During that time, she was 
contracted as a consultant to 
the American Red Cross and 
evaluated and dispensed mil-
lions of dollars in emergency 
aid to families and victims of 
Sept. 11, 2001.

She sold that business and 
in 2005 started FMK Credit 
Education Center. In 2016 she founded yet a 
third company, the nonprofit FMK Financial 
Literacy Center.

“Florence was a small business owner and 
worked hard to support others in the com-
munity,” Wright added.

A 30-year resident of Alexandria, King 
served on countless boards and commis-
sions, including the Alexandria Symphony 
Orchestra, Living Legends of Alexandria, 
Agenda: Alexandria, and the Northern Vir-
ginia Urban League. She chaired the United 
Way Alexandria National Regional Council, 
served as a member of the board and chair-
man of the Development Committee for Al-
exandria’s Parent Leadership Training Insti-
tute, and chaired the city’s Commission on 
Employment.

King was a descendent of Thornton 
and Thomasine Gray, slaves on George 
Washington’s Mount Vernon estate. She 
worked to preserve Black history serving 
on the Alexandria Historical Resources 

Commission, Freedmen’s Cemetery Me-
morial Steering Committee and Laurel 
Grove School Association, a historic school 
that served freedmen and women in the 
post-Civil War era.

Prior to announcing her candidacy for 
council earlier this year, King served as a 
nonpartisan city elections officer for 25 
years.

King was named a Living Legend of Alex-
andria in 2018. She is survived by a brother, 
three sisters, a son and two daughters. Fu-
neral arrangements are pending.

“What an unthinkable and shocking loss,” 
wrote former Mayor Allison Silberberg on 
Facebook. “Florence has made a phenome-
nal difference here in countless ways. Her 
life was a blessing and she will be sorely 
missed.”

Added Wright, “She gave of herself all 
the time and astounded me with her ener-
gy. She never quit giving back to the com-
munity she loved.”

Florence King 
Dies at 74

Steven Halperson/Tisara Photography
Florence King died Dec. 9 following a 
brief illness. She was 74.

Photo contributed
Florence King, left, with close friend Jordan Wright in an undated photo.Photo contributed

Florence King, with conductor James Ross, served on 
the board of the Alexandria Symphony Orchestra.

Photo contributed
Florence King, second from left, was a founding member of the Rotary Club of Alex-
andria Central. She is shown at the organization’s inaugural Sips for Saints fundrais-
er in 2019

Civic activist

“She gave of herself all the time and astounded 
me with her energy. She never quit giving back 
to the community she loved.”

— C lose friend Jordan Wright
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Photo contributed
Florence King, left, with close friend Jordan Wright in an undated photo.

Photo contributed
Florence King, second from left, was a founding member of the Rotary Club of Alex-
andria Central. She is shown at the organization’s inaugural Sips for Saints fundrais-
er in 2019

“She gave of herself all the time and astounded 
me with her energy. She never quit giving back 
to the community she loved.”

— C lose friend Jordan Wright
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Grace Episcopal School

Cecilia McCormack, Grade 5
Oaxacan Inspired Folk Art Animals - Llama

Lydia Amanuel, Grade 5
Oaxacan Inspired Folk Art Animals - Deer

Samantha Starzman, Grade 5
Oaxacan Inspired Folk Art Animals - Birds

Henry Cassin, Grade 4
Symmetrical Butterfly Art

Heather Yutzler, Grade 4
Symmetrical Butterfly Art

Andrew Smith, Grade 3
Self Portrait

Ayla Kara, Grade 3
Self Portrait

Lillian Zurita, Grade 3
Clay Owl

Maisie Connolly, Grade 2
Clay Pig

Vivian Fenton, Grade 2
Folk Art Trees

Peter Whelpley, Junior Kindergarten
Clay Bowl

Charlie Wise, Junior Kindergarten
Clay Bowl
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Elizabeth DeBruyn Weight died 
Oct. 28 at the age of 55.

Obituary

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

Elizabeth DeBruyn Weight, a 
former resident of Alexan-
dria and environmental man-

agement specialist, died Oct. 28 
following a three-year battle with 
breast cancer. She was 55.

Weight, daughter of Yvonne 
Weight Callahan, was born Aug. 8, 
1966. She grew up in Alexandria 
where she attended Lyles-Crouch 
Elementary School, Parker Gray 
Middle School, and T.C. Williams 
High School. She received a bach-
elor’s degree in international rela-
tions from Connecticut College.

Following graduation, Weight 
worked for the U.S. law firm of 
Wilmer, Cutler, and Pickering in 
Brussels, Belgium, assisting in the 
monitoring of prospective Europe-
an Union regulations.

Weight’s international devel-
opment career began in 1991 in 
Djibouti, East Africa, where she 
worked as a volunteer for UNICEF, 
assisting in managing the logistics 
of sending relief supplies to Soma-
lia.

Weight then joined the Ameri-
can Friends Service Committee in 
Cambodia, where she later served 
as country director for programs 
that included community-based 
development, micro-finance, sus-
tainable agriculture, livestock 
health and support for disabled 
landmine survivors. She also as-
sisted with the establishment of a 
radio system which provided crit-
ical information concerning the 
location of lost family members 
following the collapse of the Pol 
Pot regime.

Following her work with the 
AFSC, Weight was appointed as an 

Elizabeth 
DeBruyn 
Weight
Environmental 
specialist dies

See Elizabeth, Page 21

P
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Samantha Starzman, Grade 5
Oaxacan Inspired Folk Art Animals - Birds

Heather Yutzler, Grade 4
Symmetrical Butterfly Art
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St. Stephen’s and St. Agnes School

Cambell Nguyen, Gr 5
Carter Taylor, Gr 6

Henry Foresman, Grade 9

Linden York-Simmons, Gr 7 RileyWhitt, Gr5

Sarah Eisenberg, Gr 6

Willa Johnson, Gr 7

Ella Joshi, Gr9

Kostel AnneLouden, Gr9

Marc Fountaine, Gr9
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News

Janet Barnett/Gazette Packet
HAPPY BIRTHDAY – Royal Restaurant owner Charlie Euripides, seat-
ed, celebrated his 89th birthday Dec. 4 with a gathering of family and 
friends at the popular dining establishment. Euripides immigrated from 
Cyprus in 1951 to work for his uncle, who owned the restaurant at that 
time. He went on to serve in the U.S. Navy during the Korean War be-
fore returning to take over ownership of the restaurant, which contin-
ues to this day. “I feel very blessed to be here, to share this day with so 
many special people,” Euripides said.

After enjoying the Scottish Walk earli-
er in the day, members of the Com-
monwealth Republican Women’s 

Club (CRWC) in Alexandria met to discuss 
Bret Baier’s newest bestseller, To Rescue 
the Republic: Ulysses S. Grant, The Fragile 
Union, and the Crisis of 1876. Baier’s ac-
count was hailed by the group as a fasci-

nating description of how President Grant 
preserved the union from another civil war 
in 1876.

CRWC is the Alexandria chapter of both 
the Virginia and the National Federation of 
Republican Women (VFRW and NFRW). 
More information is available at www.Alex-
andriaCRWC.org

Beverly Dougherty, Nadine Bacaj, Annetta Catchings, Mary Labernik, Susie Miller, 
Linda Greenberg, Catherine Vercaemert, Linda App, and Susan Yonts-Shepard met to 
discuss a book on President Ulysses S. Grant.

Commonwealth Republican Women’s 
Club Discusses Grant Book
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George Washington Middle School

City of 
Alexandria 

Public Schools
Teacher 

Janice Rollins

Abigail Shewchuk 7th

Eleanor Purugganan 7th Briana Jimenez Maradiaga 8th

Ethan Dillinger 7th Daniel Sayre 7th

Gabriella Barbacci 8th Elmer Calderon Gomez 8th

Isabel Craine 8th

Heisel Jiron Mejia 7th Jamie Hank 6th

Isabelle Lara 7th grade Jeylin Vasquez Delgado 8th

Emma Stanley 7th Blaine Page 7th grade

Alexaner Nemeth 6th Brenna Anderson 8th

Marisa McKeever 7th Sloane Gregory 6th

Marshall 
Ebel 7th

Josephine Kline 6th

Julie Fadner 7th

Kathering Molina Garcia 8th

Kate Wise 7th

Laina Gammon 8th

Lara Forbes 8th

Lillian Thompson 6th Evelyn Benito Diaz 7th

Gaetanina Verhoeven 8th

Eva Kropman 6th

Elijah Chukwuanu 6th

Cindy Morales 7th

Cameron Conklin 8th

Amelia Hazlett 6th

Gemma Pianesi 6th

Evelyn Odom 7th

Emily Parish 6th

David Clark 8th

Brycen Widhalm 8th

Angie Romero Banegas 8th

Hayes Travis 6th

Genesis Paz 8th

Fallyn Howard 7th

Emma Stanley 8th

Eddy Gomez Gonzalez 7th

Cardin Babcock 8th

Austin Haupt 7th Benjamin Richard 7th

Celia Schultz 7th

Eden Boyd 7th

Fiona Barnett 7th

Estelle Joubert 7th

Halle Desmond 8th

Heaven Nowlin 8thGabriela Galvan Cabrera 7th

Alicia R. 8th

Alisson Aparicio Centeno 7th

Jack Lynch 7th
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George Washington Middle School

City of 
Alexandria 

Public 
Schools

Teacher 
Janice Rollins

Tennyson Fitzgerald 7th William Davis 7th Yazzlyn Ucles Ayala 6th

Sebastian Feitl 6th Siena Lester 7th Sylvia Peters 6th

Yedidia Regasa 8th Yididya Tefera 8th McKenzie Jackson 8th Medelin Bonilla Joya 8th

Michael Callahan 6th

Natasha Yoo 8th

Olivia Edwards 6th

Paige 
Mattson 
7th

Parker Ellis 8th Oliver Cox 8th

Nora  Beekman 7th

Piper MacCubbin 8th
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air       
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

George Washington MS

Renny Thompson 7th

Sachin Pippin Mathur 7th

Samaya Parks 8th

Sean McBride 7th
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Browne Academy

Ellen Smith 6, 1st grade, 
Winter Cardinals

Peyton Nash 6, 1st grade, 
Winter Cardinals

Ryan March 7, 1st grade, 
Winter Cardinals

Lucas Pellerito 6, 1st grade, 
Winter Cardinals

Vivian Seline 6, 1st grade, 
Winter Cardinals

Brooklyn Lindo 8, 2nd grade, 
Arpillera

Lauren Apriceno 7, 2nd grade, 
Arpillera

Kira Brasfield 7, 2nd grade, 
Arpillera

Ephraim McMillan 7, 2nd grade, 
Arpillera

Prince Owusu, 2nd grade, 
Arpillera

Tatiana Laster 10, 5th grade, Northern 
Lights Pastel Collage

Autumn Ecarma 10, 5th grade, 
Watercolor Landscape Collage

Ava Nuckols 10, 5th grade, 
Northern Lights Pastel Collage

Leila Thompson 10, 5th grade, 
Northern Lights Pastel Collage

William Bader 10, 
5th grade, Mandala

Ian Yared 10, 
5th grade, Mandala

Alix Ares 10, 5th grade, 
Mandala

Linna Weise 10, 5th grade, 
Watercolor Landscape Collage

Kira Younger 10, 5th grade, 
Watercolor Landscape Collage

Autumn Ecarma 10, 5th grade, 
Northern Lights Pastel Collage

Declan Drewry 10, 5th grade, 
Watercolor Landscape Collage
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Browne Academy Poetry
Brooke Lady
13 years old
7th Grade
Alexandria, VA
Browne Academy
Ms. Gerber

My Grandparents’ Backyard 
The brown Potomac River 
The bright blue pool
The big grassy lawn 
 The sweltering sun hitting my 

skin in the summer
The birds chattering and playing 

in the sky 
People on the boats passing by, 

laughing up a storm 
I wonder how many will pass?
I’m at peace
 I feel cheerful and calm but also 

so tired. 

Grace Laha
12 years old
7th Grade
Springfield, VA
Browne Academy
Ms. Gerber

A Dense Forest Grove
A grove in the middle of a dense, 

blue-grey forest
Pine leaves shining when the sun 

touches them
A log cabin a few meters away
Smoke coming out of the cabin’s 

chimney
A very smokey smell

A frozen creek in the distance
The creek, clear in the frozen dis-

tance
Blue mountains in the distance
Dark grey clouds with beams of 

light shining through
Bringing light once and awhile

The silence of the woods
Broken by deer running through 

the grove
Snow crunching beneath the 

deer’s feet
The deer run away leaving me in 

silence
A very peaceful silence

Snow in the air
Snow on the ground 
Snow on the trees
Snow on the mountains
Snow on me

Mitchell DeBoer
12 years old
7th Grade
Alexandria, VA
Browne Academy
Ms. Gerber

Maroon Bells
High in the sky
Way above the sea
A place in the mountains
As pretty as can be

The trees sway
As the wind blows
And as the birds sing with glee
You stand there, as peaceful as can 

be

When you take a look at the sky
However, you see no sky
All you see, are flying sheep
The things we call clouds

Pinecones fall
The grass grows
And the animals you see
Might be a moose, or some crows

Olivia Ervin
12 years old
7th Grade
Lorton, VA
Browne Academy
Ms. Gerber

Mountain Campus Hike
The humid and cold feel of the air 

as it swipes against my cheeks
The way the sun timidly peeks 

around the white and grey clouds, 
showing its yellow rays of light every 
now and then

The uplifting feeling as I become 
more aware of the forest’s over-
whelming beauty

I look back and gaze at the per-
plexing piece of art mother nature 
blessed us with

I push past the slippery, rocky 
ground and the whining of my class-
mates

Wondering if we will ever make it 
to the top

I push past the distant barking of 
a dog and the cold, staggered breath 
of my own 

I remain quiet, letting nature have 
its turn to speak

I push until I reach the top and see 

the fog blanket the town below
It reminds me of my own blanket 

at home, as it gently sweeps over me
I climb and push myself through 

the forest
And reach the top.

13 years old
7th Grade
Alexandria, VA
Browne Academy
Ms. Gerber

Bald Head Island
Here I am
Visiting a new island for the first 

time
It’s only supposed to be one vaca-

tion
And yet it strangely feels like two

The trees in the heart of the island
The beaches line the shores
Greeting people as they arrive
Inviting them in

My friends and I walk towards the 
beach

A small pier separates the trees 
and the sand

On the beach, light beats down
Under the trees, it’s darker and 

enclosed

I slip my shoes off
The sand burns my toes
I walk as if I’m dancing
Trying to avoid stepping on the 

sand for too long

I jump, run, and walk
Over the stretches of sand
I look back to the trees
They’re cooler and filled with 

shade

I look back at the water
Shiny and blue
On the beach, light beats down
Under the trees, it’s darker and 

enclosed

My friends are in the water
Telling me to join them
The birds squawk as they look for 

food
Here I am, letting my feet burn

I get the sensation that I’m cold 
When I definitely am not

Victoria Taylor 5, 
kindergarten, Poppy

Miles Allen 5, 
kindergarten, Poppy

Jax Swain 12, 7th grade, Metamorphosis Drawing

Olivia Ervin 13, 7th grade, Metamorphosis Drawing

Grace Laha 12, 7th grade, Metamorphosis Drawing
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Browne Academy

Chris Marshall 9, 4th grade, 
Tribute to Edward Hopper’s Gas

Devika Srikanth 13, 7th grade, 
Thiebaud-Inspired Oil Pastel

Carter March 9, 4th grade, 
Tribute to Edward Hopper’s Gas

Maddox Schutter 9, 4th grade, 
Tribute to Edward Hopper’s Gas

Cherish Hall 10, 4th grade, 
Tribute to Edward Hopper’s Gas

Addison Traul 10, 4th grade, 
Tribute to Edward Hopper’s Gas

Nadia Chebinou 13, 7th grade, 
Papel Picado

Samara Weinstein 13, 7th grade, 
Thiebaud-Inspired Oil Pastel

Devika Srikanth 13, 7th grade, 
Papel Picado

Nadia Chebinou 13, 7th grade, 
Thiebaud-Inspired Oil Pastel

August Parks 12, 7th grade, 
Thiebaud-Inspired Oil Pastel

Kennedy Jackson-Moody 6, 
kindergarten, Zentangle

Elif Uslu 5, kindergarten, Zentangle Claire Wall 6, kindergarten, 
Zentangle

Troy Merrifield 7, 
2nd grade, Still Life

Khalid Ousman 12, 
7th grade, Metamor-
phosis Drawing

Solomon Younger 13, 
8th grade, Activist 
Reduction Print

Abigail Taylor 13, 8th grade, 
Activist Reduction Print

Danielle Johnson 13, 
8th grade, Activist 
Reduction Print

Ashley Johnson 13, 
8th grade, Activist 
Reduction Print

Chloe Covington 13, 
8th grade, Activist 
Reduction Print

Kayla Bridges 11, 6th grade, 
Endangered Species Oil Pastel

Owen Wiser 11 6th, grade, 
Endangered Species Oil Pastel

Ava McCarley 11, 6th grade, 
Endangered Species Oil Pastel

Liya Fairfax 12, 6th grade, Endan-
gered Species Oil Pastel

Trinity Moore 9, 3rd grade, 
Pop Art Apples

Sarp Uslu 8, 3rd grade, 
Pop Art Apples

Adeline Sasso 8, 3rd grade, 
Pop Art Apples

Erickson Seline 8, 3rd grade, 
Pop Art Apples

Jack Ares 8, 3rd grade, 
Pop Art Apples
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NOW THRU JAN. 2
Ice & Lights: The Winter Village at 

Cameron Run, 4001 Eisenhower 
Ave., Alexandria. Open nightly 5 
to 10 p.m.; January 8 to February 
27, 2022 (ice skating only), open 
Saturdays, Sundays and holidays, 
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. Featuring an ice 
rink, multiple new holiday light 
displays perfect for Instagramming, 
a retail area, food, music and 
more. Admission: $9 for gener-
al admission to Village; $22 for 
village admission and skating; 
beginning January 8, $14 for ice 
skating; free ages 2 and under. Visit 
novaparks.com/events/ice-lights

 
SATURDAYS AND SUNDAYS
Waterfront Art Market. 11 a.m. to 

5 p.m. At Torpedo Factory Art 
Center’s waterfront entrance, 1 
Cameron St., Alexandria. Visit the 
Waterfront entrance at Torpedo 
Factory Art Center to discover new 
artwork from a rotating lineup 
of the Art Center’s studio artists. 
Find paintings and photographs to 
jewelry and wearables, then step 
inside to browse the three floors 
of the Art Center for even more 
original art for purchase. Visit 
torpedofactory.org

 
NOW THRU DEC. 31
Jingle Journey. At various locations in 

the Del Ray neighborhood, Mount 
Vernon Avenue, Alexandria. With 
your little ones, go a magical scav-
enger hunt through Del Ray and 
piece together the Jingle Journey 
story. This event is free but requires 
online registration. Visit https://
www.artsonthehorizon.org/jin-
gle-journey.html.

 
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
Saturdays and Sundays in Decem-

ber. 8-10 a.m. Invite friends and 
family to celebrate the holidays 
with Alexandria Restaurant Part-
ners’ Breakfast with Santa. Enjoy 
a festive breakfast menu, Prosecco 
Bellinis (for adults), takeaway 
treats for the kids, and a family 
photo with Santa Claus. (Saturday, 
12/18; Sunday, 12/19) and Christ-
mas Eve, Friday, December 24th at 
the locations below:

Ada’s on the River ($55 adults/$35 
children) 703-638-1400

Mia’s Italian Kitchen ($49 adults/$29 
children) 703-997-5300

Theismann’s Restaurant ($45 
adults/$25 children) 703-739-
0777

 
NOW THRU DEC. 18
”A Christmas Carol.” At The Little 

Theatre of Alexandria, 600 Wolfe 
St., Alexandria. The Little Theatre 
of Alexandria rings in the holiday 
season with a return of the classic 
by Charles Dickens. Ebenezer 
Scrooge, a miserable, bitter old 
miser, travels with ghostly guides 
through Christmas past, present 
and future to find the true meaning 
of the holidays.  Visit the website: 
thelittletheatre.com

 
FRIDAY/DEC. 17
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra 

Presents: Home for the Holidays. 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. At The Rachel M. 
Schlesinger Center for Performing 
Arts NOVA Alexandria Campus, 
4915 East Campus Drive, Alex-
andria. This December, the ASO 
brings back the joy of live holiday 
music that audiences yearned 
for in 2020. ASO will accompany 
dancers from BalletNOVA with 
selections from Tchaikovsky’s Nut-

cracker. Alexandria Choral Society 
joins the ASO for choruses from 
Händel’s Messiah and will lead the 
audience in popular holiday carols.  
Visit the website: alexsym.org

 
DEC. 17-18
Christmas Illuminations at Mount 

Vernon. 5:30 to 8:30 p.m. At 
George Washington’s Mount Ver-
non, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial 
Hwy., Mount Vernon. Kick off the 
holiday season with fireworks over-
looking the Potomac River. Tour 
the Mansion to learn about holiday 
celebrations during Washington’s 
time with live 18th-century music. 
See the lantern-lit historic area, 
the Mansion aglow in beautiful 
amber light, and the Upper Garden 
and Greenhouse dazzling in blue 
and lavender with moving wintry 
light patterns.  Admission: $60 
adult/$38 youth with mansion 
tour; $58 adult/$36 youth without 
mansion tour; for members, $50 
adult/$28 youth with mansion 
tour; $48 adult/$26 youth without 
mansion tour. Visit mountvernon.
org/illuminations  

 
DEC. 17-18
Civil War Christmas at Carlyle 

House. 5 to 8 p.m. At Carlyle 
House, 121 N. Fairfax St., Alex-
andria. Discover how Christmas 
was celebrated when the Green 
family lived at Carlyle House and 
the Mansion House Hotel was 
being used as a Civil War hospital. 
Stay tuned for updates about live 
music. Tours offered of the first 
floor with timed entry on the hour 
and half hour. Space is limited and 
reservations are required. Visit the 
website: novaparks.com

 
DEC. 17-19
Del Ray Artisans’ Fine Art & Fine 

Craft Holiday Market. At 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. 
Fridays, 6 to 9 p.m.; Saturdays and 
Sundays, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m. Featur-
ing unique handmade fine arts and 
crafts from local artists. Choose 
from wall art, pottery, photography, 
jewelry, glass and much more from 
different artisans each weekend. 
Plus, purchase 2022 wall calen-
dars, cookbooks and tote bags to 
support Del Ray Artisans.  Visit the 
website: delrayartisans.org  

 
DEC. 17 AND 19
Holiday Concerts. Dec. 17 at 7:30 

p.m. at Rachel M. Schlesinger Con-
cert Hall, and Sunday, Dec. 19 at 3 
p.m. at George Washington Mason-
ic Memorial. Under the direction 
of Music Director James Ross, the 
program will include excerpts from 
Handel’s Messiah and familiar 

holiday carols and melodies. For 
Friday’s performance, dancers 
from BalletNova take the stage 
with selections from Tchaikovsky’s 
Nutcracker interspersed with 
music from Ellington’s Nutcracker 
Suite. All children attending will 
be provided with sleigh bells for 
a surprise audience participation 
activity. Visit www.alexsym.org or 
call (703) 548-0885.

 
SATURDAY/DEC. 18
Candlelight Tours at Lee-Fendall 

House. On the half hour from 5:30 
p.m. through 7:30 p.m. At Lee-Fen-
dall House, 614 Oronoco St., 
Alexandria.  Celebrate the holiday 
season with evening candlelight 
tours of the Lee-Fendall House 
decked out in Victorian splendor. 
The antique toy exhibit will also 
be on view. Space is limited to 
10 people at a time, and advance 
reservations are required. Visit the 
website: leefendallhouse.org

 
DEC. 18, 19 
Tall Ship Providence Christmas 

Story Time. At 12 p.m., 1 p.m. 
and 2 p.m. At Tall ship Providence, 
1 Cameron St., Alexandria. Come 
aboard the tall ship Providence for 
a special Christmas story time. This 
year’s tale will be “The Christmas 
Ship,” the true story of the schoo-
ner Rouse Simmons, the ship that 
for years supplied Christmas trees 
to the people of Chicago by making 
a dangerous winter crossing of 
Lake Michigan. This story is sure to 
delight young sailors ages 5 to 12. 
Check in at the Gazebo on the G-H 
Pier next to Founder’s Park. Visit 
the website: tallshipprovidence.org

 
SUNDAY/DEC. 19
Alexandria Symphony Orchestra 

Presents: Home for the Holidays. 
3-5 p.m. At George Washington 
Masonic Memorial, 101 Callahan 
Dr., Alexandria. This December, the 
ASO brings back the joy of live hol-
iday music that audiences yearned 
for in 2020. ASO will accompany 
dancers from BalletNOVA with 
selections from Tchaikovsky’s Nut-
cracker. Alexandria Choral Society 
joins the ASO for choruses from 
Händel’s Messiah and will lead the 
audience in popular holiday carols.  
Visit the website: alexsym.org

 
SUNDAY/DEC. 19
Old Town North Holiday Markets. 1 

to 3:30 p.m. At Montgomery Park, 
901 N. Royal St., Alexandria. In ad-
dition to Old Town North’s weekly 
Thursday Farmers Market, the Old 
Town North Community Partner-

Holiday Calendar

Christmas Illuminations at Mount Vernon will be held Dec. 
17-18 in Mount Vernon.

See Holiday, Page 20
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Public Hearing will be held by the City Council of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, held at City 
Hall, 301 King Street, Council Chamber and on Zoom webinar on Saturday, December 18, 
2021 at 9:30 a.m., or as soon as may be heard on the hereinafter described items.

******
AN ORDINANCE to amend Title 11 Chapter 5: Noise Control Ordinance. [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

******
AN ORDINANCE  to amend and reordain the Master Plan of the City of Alexandria, Virginia, 
by adopting and incorporating therein the amendment heretofore approved by city council 
to the Sanitary Sewer Master Plan chapter of such master plan as Master Plan Amendment 
No. 2021-00008 and no other amendments, and to repeal all provisions of the said master 
plan as may be inconsistent with such amendment (Implementation Ordinance for Master 
Plan Amendment No. 2021-00008 associated with Sanitary Sewer Master Plan Update ap-
proved by City Council on November 13, 2021). [ROLL-CALLVOTE]

******
AN ORDINANCE authorizing the owner of 2601 Oakville Street to construct and maintain an 
encroachment for building canopies at that address, in the City of Alexandria, Virginia (Im-
plementation Ordinance for Encroachment No. 2021-00007 associated with 2601 Oakville 
Street approved by City Council on January 23, 2021). [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

******
AN ORDINANCE authorizing the owner of 2501 Oakville Street to construct and maintain an 
encroachment for building canopies at that address, in the City of Alexandria, Virginia (Im-
plementation Ordinance for Encroachment No. 2021-00008 associated with 2501 Oakville 
Street approved by City Council on January 23, 2021). [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

*******
PUBLIC HEARING to Review the Effectiveness of the City Council Adopted Code of Ethics 
and Conduct and Ethics Pledge.

*******
AN ORDINANCE authorizing the Disposition and Sale of City Vacant Land Located at 4575 
Seminary Road to the Alexandria Housing Development Corporation.  [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

*******
PUBLIC HEARING and Consideration of a License Extension, Amendment No. 4, between 
the City of Alexandria and the Tall Ship Providence Foundation for the Docking of the Tall 
Ship Providence in the City Marina.

*******
AN ORDINANCE to Make Supplemental Appropriations for the Support of the City Govern-
ment for Fiscal Year 2022. [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

*******
PUBLIC HEARING and Consideration of Draft Citizen Participation Plan for Housing and 
Community Development Activities.

*******
PUBLIC HEARING and Consideration of a Form Lease for Renewing and Issuing Leases 
to Artists and Arts Organizations through September 30, 2022, at the Torpedo Factory Art 
Center located at 105 N. Union Street.

*******
AN ORDINANCE to Amend Title 11 Chapter 5: Noise Control Ordinance. [ROLL-CALL VOTE]

*******
THE PUBLIC IS ADVISED THAT AMENDMENTS OR ADDITIONS MAY BE MADE TO PRO-
POSED ORDINANCES WITHOUT FURTHER PUBLICATION. IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT 
PERSONS INTERESTED IN ANY OF THESE ORDINANCES OBTAIN FREE FULL-TEXT 
COPIES FROM THE CITY CLERK AT CITY HALL(LIMITED COPIES AVAILABLE).  If the may-
or finds and declares that weather or other conditions are such that it is hazardous for 
members to attend the meeting, this meeting will be continued to the following Saturday. 
GLORIA SITTON, CMC, CITY CLERK

Legals Legals

ship will be hosting three holiday 
markets at Montgomery Park. 
Explore the festive, European-style 
markets for hand-crafted gift items 
and specialty food items.  Visit the 
website: www.oldtownnorth.org

SUNDAY/DEC. 19
Mount Vernon by Candlelight. At 

George Washington’s Mount Ver-
non, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial 
Hwy., Mount Vernon. Take a can-
dlelit guided tour and learn about 
holiday traditions in 18th-century 
Virginia. Visit with Mrs. Wash-
ington and other 18th-century 
residents of Mount Vernon in a 
45-minute candlelit tour of the 
Mount Vernon estate, followed by a 
reception. Hear stories of Christ-
mases past from costumed charac-
ter actors portraying Washington’s 
family, friends, and enslaved or 
hired staff.  Admission: $36 for 
adults (ages 12 and up); $28 for 
youth (ages 6-11); for members, 
$26 for adults; $18 for youth. Visit 

From Page 19

Holiday Calendar

the website: mountvernon.org/
candlelight

 
TUESDAY/DEC. 21
Museum Shopping Evenings at Car-

lyle House. 5 to 8 p.m. At Carlyle 
House Museum Shop, 121 N. Fair-
fax St., Alexandria. Enjoy shopping 
small and local. Stop by the Carlyle 
House Museum Shop for wonder-
ful holiday gifts. An assortment of 
Virginia made items, ornaments, 
soaps, and more are available for 
purchase. Visit novaparks.com.

 
FRIDAY/DEC. 24
Waterskiing Santa. 1 p.m. At 

Waterfront Park (1 King St. and 
1A Prince St.), Alexandria City 
Marina (0 Cameron St.), Founders 
Park (351 N. Union St.) and Point 
Lumley Park (1 Duke St.) Gather 
along historic Alexandria’s Potomac 
River waterfront for a spectacular 
show by Waterskiing Santa and 
his merry crew. Come early to see 
the pre-show (on jet skis).  Visit  
waterskiingsanta.com

 

FRIDAY/DEC. 31 
Olde Year’s Day at Torpedo Facto-

ry Art Center. 1 to 5 p.m. At the 
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 N. 
Union St., Alexandria. The whole 
family can celebrate the close of 
2021 at Torpedo Factory Art Cen-
ter. Find hands-on activities, meet 
artists working in their studios, 
and get inspired for 2022.  Visit the 
website: torpedofactory.org

 
FRIDAY/DEC. 31
First Night Alexandria. 12 p.m. to 

midnight. At various locations 
throughout Old Town Alexandria.  
Experience the region’s signature 
New Year’s Eve festival of music 
and more. Enjoy live performances 
throughout the day and into the 
evening for kids, teens, adults and 
seniors. New events include a kick-
off at Market Square and a “Battle 
of the Buskers,” leading up to the 
midnight countdown and fireworks 
finale over the Potomac River. Visit 
the event website for a full sched-
ule of events.  Visit the website: 
firstnightalexandria.org.

Calendar
NOW THRU DEC. 17
MVUC Holiday Shop.  Virtual.  At 

1909 Windmill Lane, Alexandria. 
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church’s 
56th Holiday Shop is virtual due to 
Covid.  Vendors include Papazian 
Design, Late Bloomers, Bead Ther-
apy, Deerhawk Art, The Bathing 
Raven Candle Company, Recycled 
bag Lady, Jane’s Crafts, Nina Tisara 
Mosaics. Information: mvuc.org.  
Visit us at bit.ly/MVUCHoliday. 

NOW TO DEC. 19
Holiday Market. At Del Ray Artisans 

gallery in the Colasanto Center, 
2704 Mount Vernon Avenue, 
Alexandria. Different artists each 
weekend. Choose from wall art, 
pottery, photography, jewelry, glass, 
and much more! Plus, FUNdraising 
2022 wall calendars and upcycled 
tote bags to support Del Ray Arti-
sans. Free admission. First three 
weekends in December. Fridays 
6-9 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 
11 a.m.-6 p.m. Visit the website: 
https://delrayartisans.org/event/
holiday-market-2021/

FRIDAY/DEC. 17
”A Cathedral Christmas.” 7:30 

p.m. At Episcopal High School 
Chapel, 1200 North Quaker Lane, 
Alexandria. Celebrate the holiday 

festivities with The Thirteen 
and organist, Marvin Mills, as 
we sing carols for the holiday 
season from the English Cathedral 
tradition. The Thirteen performs 
the great and unbroken tradition 
of English-language carols and 
anthems, many of them featuring 
the majestic organs of our beautiful 
venues. Visit: https://www.thethir-
teenchoir.org/2021-2022-season/a-
cathedral-christmas

SATURDAY/DEC. 18
Wreaths Across America. 9:30-

11 a.m. At Alexandria National 
Cemetery, 1450 Wilkes Street, 
Alexandria. Join the VFW, military 
Veterans, scouts, and cadets in 
posting holiday wreaths on 4,300 
Veterans’ graves.  Help populate all 
graves, donate wreaths $15 each 
at https://wreathsacrossamerica.
org//VAANCA    

JAN. 7-29
The “Little Monsters” Exhibit. At Del 

Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 Mount 
Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Features 
artists’ interpretation of their own 
little monsters—from fantasy to 
reality, from cute to terrifying. Take 
a peek at some fun workshops 
available to you during the exhibit. 

Open Thursdays 12-6 p.m., Fridays 
12-9 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 
12-6 p.m. (Closed January 30). De-
tails at DelRayArtisans.org/event/
little-monsters

THE BIRCHMERE 
At 3701 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexan-

dria. All shows are at 7:30 p.m., 
unless otherwise noted.  Tickets 
available at Ticketmaster.com. 
Contact The Birchmere at 703-549-
7500 or www.Birchmere.com.

December
Thu. 16: Carbon Leaf  $39.50
Fri. 17: Carbon Leaf  $39.50
Sat. 18: Tom Papa  $35.00 (Resched 

from 3/26/21. All 3/26/21 tickets 
honored)  SOLD OUT!

Sun. 19: Luther Re-Lives Holiday 
Show featuring William “Smooth” 
Wardlaw  $45.00

Mon. 20: Puddles Pity Party  $49.50
Sun. 26: MAYSA Holiday Show  

$69.50
Wed. 29: Hank Williams Tribute w/ 

Cathy Fink & Marcy Marxer, Robin 
& Linda Williams, Phil Wiggins, 
Patrick McAvinue, Mark Schatz 
$29.50

Thu. 30: Bela Dona Band  $35.00
Fri. 31: New Years Eve with The Sel-

dom Scene, Eastman String Band, 
& Wicked Sycamore -8pm- $49.50

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork wel-
come. Deadline is Thursday at noon, 
at least two weeks before the event. 
 
SATURDAY/DEC. 18
Wreaths Across America. 9:30 a.m.-

12:30 p.m. At Alexandria National 
Cemetery, 1450 Wilkes Street, Al-
exandria. Join the VFW, scouts, and 
cadets in posting holiday wreaths 
on 4,300 Veterans’ graves. Help 
populate all graves, 

donate wreaths $15 at https://wreath-
sacrossamerica.org/VAANCA

SUNDAY/DEC. 19
Conversations: Mount Vernon at Home 

invites you to learn about Goodwin 
House StrongerMemory Program.  
3 - 4 p.m. StrongerMemory by 
Goodwin House is a curriculum de-

signed to stimulate the brain’s pre-
frontal cortex, which governs our 
ability to retrieve memories. The 
program encourages participants to 
spend just 20 to 30 minutes a day 
reading aloud, writing or journal-
ing and quickly completing simple 
math problems. Through consistent 
use of StrongerMemory exercises, 
individuals have noticed improve-
ment in their ability to focus, find 
misplaced items and remember 
conversations.  Call Mount Vernon 
at Home to register at 703-303-
4060. Join Zoom Meeting https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/83062306153

 
VOLUNTEERS WANTED
ACPS- Help Provide Meals to Children
Alexandria City Public School (ACPS) 

will provide two days worth of 
breakfast and lunch meals with 
a snack pack free for any en-
rolled ACPS student on Mondays, 

Wednesdays, and Fridays. Friday 
distribution will include a meal(s) 
for Saturday. Volunteers will meet 
at various schools to assist with 
packing boxes and loading buses 
with boxed meals. Then, volun-
teers will ride the bus along to 
distribute the meals while on site 
at a few ACPS mobile pop-up loca-
tions. Click on each location to sign 
up: Francis C. Hammond Middle 
School, TC Williams High School, 
or Jefferson Houston School.  
www.volunteeralexandria.org

Alexandria Dept. of Community and 
Human Services-

Volunteer Guardian
The agency is seeking an executive as-

sistant to help coordinate a diverse 
group of tasks necessary to keep 
us on track and moving forward. 
Someone with office manager 
skills would be the ideal candidate. 
www.volunteeralexandria.org

Bulletin Board
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FOR RENT - PROFESSIONAL OFFICE 
SPACE – OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

THREE OFFICES IN COLLEGIAL 
ENVIRONMENT AVAILABLE IN 

BUILDING FRONTING ON KING 
STREET ADJACENT TO COURTHOUSE.

LIGHT, OPEN AND PLEASANT WITH 
VIEWS OF KING AND/OR PITT 

STREETS.
EACH RENTS FOR $800 PER MONTH 

(BELOW MARKET RATE).
SHARED CLIENT WAITING AREA, TWO 
CONFERENCE ROOMS AND KITCHEN. 

CALL 703-566-3522.

For Rent

2016 Mercedes 
C300 4 Matic

• Mint condition
• Sport package
• Charcoal w/ white leather interior
• New tires
• Complete service records
• Many options including Sirius XM, 

navigation, parking assist etc.
• 46K miles

$28,500K OBO
Call 202-492-1659

For Sale

Elizabeth 
DeBruyn 
Weight
From Page 9

Obituary

adviser to the Cambodian Ministry 
of Environment on environmental 
education programs under a U.N. 
Development Program-funded 
project. She also worked at the 
Irish nonprofit Concern Worldwide 
as a national community forestry 
advisor and drafted legislation to 
strengthen community-based for-
est management.

Upon her return to the US, 
Weight worked for a Colora-
do-based  NGO, iDE, which fo-
cused on increasing farmer in-
comes in Africa and Asia. She 
assisted in the founding of an iDE 
program in Ghana, serving for two 
years as deputy country director. 
During that time, she also worked 
on a Gates Foundation project to 
improve agricultural productivity 
in Asia and Africa.

Weight wrapped up her overseas 
career with four years in Sri Lanka 
at the International Water Man-
agement Institute.

Upon her return to the US, 
Weight finished her professional 
career as a program coordinator 
for the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration’s National 
Integrated Drought Information 
System. She also served as the US 
representative to an eight-member 
team from around the world to 
the World Meteorological Organi-
zation Committee on Agricultural 
Services Expert Team on Drought.

Weight is survived by her hus-
band Jeff Smith and daughters 
Margaret Watts and Cailyn Smith, 
of Boulder, Colorado, her mother 
Yvonne Weight Callahan of Al-
exandria, and her brother Chris 
Weight, of Bellingham, Washing-
ton. She was preceded in death by 
her brother, Eric Weight, and her 
father, Forrest Weight.

The family suggests that dona-
tions may be made to the Nature 
Conservancy in Weight’s name, or 
to the charity of the donor’s choice.
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ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Expert Tree Work

Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Give me whatever I want and/or let me 
be however I want. I have cancer and if you 
don’t like it? Raspberries.  I remember what 
a friend told me soon after I was diagnosed 
with cancer: “It’s all about you now, Kenny.” 
And it’s friendly advice I’ve shared/passed 
on to other newly cancer “diagnosees.” And 
it’s always been received with such appreci-
ation as if newly diagnosed cancer patients 
need a sort of permission to be more con-
cerned about themselves than about others.

For many, it’s a bit of an unnatural posi-
tion: to concern yourself with yourself. But I 
must tell you, when that hammer is dropped 
that you’ve been diagnosed with cancer, 
your world shrinks. It’s almost impossible to 
think of anything else. You just don’t know 
if something you do or don’t do will affect 
your cancer/life expectancy. And so, cancer 
becomes the center of your universe. More-
over, you wonder if what you normally do: 
eat, drink, be happy, be sad, really matters 
to the outcome of your treatment.

I mean, it’s not as if there’s a dos and 
don’ts handbook for newly diagnosed can-
cer patients with easy-to-follow instructions 
for who to call/where to go for who knows 
what. And since you’ve been diagnosed 
with an extremely serious disease, you just 
as soon not get your homecare assignments 
wrong. When your life is snatched away 
and/or your world is turned inside out/
upside down, you really don’t want to be 
the cause of your own demise. For cancer, 
there’s hardly any guarantees. Survival is 
a long way from six-hour chemotherapy 
sessions every three weeks and scans every 
three months. Being a cancer patient is very 
hands-on – by you and/or the medical staff, 
so you must pay attention. To say your life 
might depend on it might be a bit much 
but it’s not totally wrong. Once you get 
diagnosed into the cancer world, everything 
about your health seems to lead to the on-
cology department.

Having to deal with this unexpected/new 
centricity in your life, a life which, depend-
ing on the type and staging of your cancer, 
you may be in danger, is scary as hell. And 
if that’s the case, the disease may very well 
be in control and this ongoing fear/angst is 
the axis upon which your world now turns. 
Every action, reaction, “proaction,” is taken 
in the context of your having cancer. What it 
all means, what it all does, if and when you 
have to do it again or not, are all definite 
maybes. Your oncologist becomes your 
new best friend. You hang on his/her every 
word. To think that a person you had never 
previously met is now in charge of your life 
requires an acceptance of reality, possibly a 
grim reality, for which there may be no es-
cape and worse, requires total compliance.

You bet I require kid gloves. You bet 
I require a wide birth. You bet I require 
anything my heart desires because learning 
from oncologist that you have a “terminal” 
diagnosis, is about as unsettling as it gets. 
Any port in a storm you might say? Heck, 
how about any port no matter the weather? 
If Bette Davis were alive today and had 
been a cancer patient, she might update 
her famous lament: “Being diagnosed with 
cancer ain’t no place for sissies.”

Indulge Me 
And/or 

Indulge Me

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

I
t’s been six years since Negleatha Johnson 
first hosted a benefit concert following her 
sister’s diagnosis of a rare and aggressive 
cancer. Following a hiatus in 2020 due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic, the Fairfax County 
resident and international recording artist re-
turns Dec. 19 with special musi-
cal guest Victor Solomon, a top 
5 finalist in the vocal competi-
tion The Voice.

“One of my older sisters 
had been diagnosed with leio-
myosarcoma,” said Johnson. 
“Within months she was gone 
but I was able to use that first 
concert to shed light on sarco-
ma cancers. Today we have ex-
panded to support various local 
and national organizations.”

Known as “DrJ” for using 
music as medicine, Johnson 
uses her voice to spread 
the message of hope, 
healing and restoration 
— the three areas of 
focus for her work with 
Life Waters Ministries, 
the ministry she and 
her husband James 
co-founded 25 years 
ago. It was James who 
encouraged Johnson to 
reach out to Solomon 
following the singer’s 
performance with John 
Legend in the finale of The Voice in May.

“There was something about Victor that 
drew us in each week,” Johnson said of 
watching the singer during the competition. 
“Victor attends the same school and belongs 
to the same fraternity as my husband did 
in North Carolina so we took a chance and 

reached out to him through some mutu-
al friends. We are very excited to have 
him perform with us this year.”

With a theme of “I Can Only Imag-
ine,” the concert will be held at the Falls 
Church Marriott and will feature dinner 

in addition to the concert. All proceeds will 
benefit various charities.

“Funds raised through the gala will be 
contributed to various organizations in the 
area as well as throughout the nation,” 
Johnson said. “During COVID we partnered 
with the Navajo Nation since reservations 
were hit particularly hard during the pan-
demic. We also support organizations work-

ing with homeless women, the 
Campagna Center and under-
served families by providing 
gift cards through Alexandria 
City Schools.”

Johnson and Life Waters 
Ministries has also partnered 
with JSS Missions in support 
of their work in Haiti.

“We can’t do it all but we 
want to sow a seed and help 
those who are doing things in 
places we might never get to,” 
Johnsons said.

Before turning to full time 
ministry, Johnson 
worked in higher edu-
cation helping organi-
zations “be more sen-
sitive to the diversity 
that is represented in 
our nation.” Despite the 
challenges, she is excit-
ed about the work of 
Life Waters Ministries.

“Things are different 
now,” Johnson added. 
“We are much broader 
than when we started 

but are ignited that we are able to partner 
and support others who are trying to do 
good things. I could never have imagined 
the privilege it would be to do this work.”

Tickets for the concert will not be sold at the 
door but are available through Dec. 16 at 703-
425-4321 or www.lwministriesonline.org. 

‘I Can Only Imagine’
Benefit concert to  
feature The Voice  
finalist Victor Solomon.

Victor Solomon, right, a top 5 finalist in The Voice vocal competition, will be the 
featured musical guest at a benefit concert Dec. 19 at the Falls Church Marriott. He is 
shown singing a duet with John Legend during The Voice Finale in May.

Singer/songwriter 
Negleatha Johnson 
will host the “I Can 
Only Imagine” benefit 
concert Dec. 19 at the 
Falls Church Marriott.

Photos contributed

Concert

“We have expanded 
to support  
various local and 
national charities.”

— Negleatha Johnson on the 
Life Waters Ministries Gala
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reached out to him through some mutu-
al friends. We are very excited to have 
him perform with us this year.”

With a theme of “I Can Only Imag-
ine,” the concert will be held at the Falls 
Church Marriott and will feature dinner 

in addition to the concert. All proceeds will 
benefit various charities.

“Funds raised through the gala will be 
contributed to various organizations in the 
area as well as throughout the nation,” 
Johnson said. “During COVID we partnered 
with the Navajo Nation since reservations 
were hit particularly hard during the pan-
demic. We also support organizations work-

ing with homeless women, the 
Campagna Center and under-
served families by providing 
gift cards through Alexandria 
City Schools.”

Johnson and Life Waters 
Ministries has also partnered 
with JSS Missions in support 
of their work in Haiti.

“We can’t do it all but we 
want to sow a seed and help 
those who are doing things in 
places we might never get to,” 
Johnsons said.

Before turning to full time 
ministry, Johnson 
worked in higher edu-
cation helping organi-
zations “be more sen-
sitive to the diversity 
that is represented in 
our nation.” Despite the 
challenges, she is excit-
ed about the work of 
Life Waters Ministries.

“Things are different 
now,” Johnson added. 
“We are much broader 
than when we started 

but are ignited that we are able to partner 
and support others who are trying to do 
good things. I could never have imagined 
the privilege it would be to do this work.”

Tickets for the concert will not be sold at the 
door but are available through Dec. 16 at 703-
425-4321 or www.lwministriesonline.org. 
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but 
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria, 
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our 
Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Old Town | $5,995,000
A rare offering, the Potts-Fitzhugh-Lee House resides on a half-acre double lot in the heart of Old Town. Significant renovations and professional restorations over the years 
have been completed with great attention to detail. Beyond the grand entry, the main level offers ideal settings for entertaining with an oversized great room, stately dining 
room, and gourmet kitchen. The unique, expansive primary suite is the perfect escape that boasts a custom dressing room and spa bath with dual vanities and a soaking 
tub. The home features five additional bedrooms and four additional bathrooms. Equally impressive, outside the home, the verdant garden awaits. With patios, countless 
specimen trees and lush grounds, this estate is truly magical. Just through the garden, you will find the bonus, detached 2-car garage and studio space. 601 & 607 Oronoco St
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079 
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

Beverley Hills | $1,250,000
Offering 4 bedrooms and 3.5 baths, this home is 
light and airy and perfectly located. Large indoor and 
outdoor entertaining space. Gorgeous kitchen! Huge 
primary suite. Hardwood floors. Walk-out lower level 
is perfect for au-pair or guests. 311 Kentucky Avenue
Betty Mallon 703.989.8548
www.BettyMallon.com

Whale’s Tail | $450,000
Good east-west exposure! Two-bedroom, one-bath 
end unit with wood-burning fireplace, hardwood floors, 
extra storage, bike storage just across the charming 
courtyard. Nestled among shops, restaurants, and 
many historic sites. 220 N Saint Asaph Street #12 
Sarah King 703.864.5050
www.saraheking.com

Riverton | $287,500
Charming, turn key, bright and cozy condo offers 
everything you need. New wood floors throughout, 
open kitchen with upgraded range, fridge, and washer/
dryer combo. The sizeable bedroom offers two closets 
and comfortable carpeting. 602 Bashford Lane #2211
Kristen Jones 703.851.2556
www.KristenJones.com

Parkfairfax | $329,000
Gorgeous 1-bedroom, 1-bath patio unit. Updated 
kitchen with granite countertops and stainless 
appliances. Large open living and dinign room. 
Updated bathroom. Hardwood floors. Laundry in unit. 
Large patio backs to courtyard. 3710 Gunston Rd #920
Eric Kutch 703.717.6342 
www.EricKutch.com

Old Town | $459,900
2-bedroom, 1-bath condo with views of the Masonic 
Temple. Spacious & open floor plan features a balcony, 
stainless steel appliances, washer/dryer. Conveniently 
located walking distance to restaurants & shops plus 
Metro across the street! 505 E Braddock Rd #303
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

River Towers | $174,900
Excellent location. Beautiful, open, move-in ready 
light-filled condo in resort like setting. Freshly painted, 
newer windows, convectors, appliances, updated 
kitchen. Condo fee includes ALL utilities & amenities, 
pet friendly, secure building. 6641 Wakefield Dr #805
Christine Robinson 240.925.7100 
www.RobinsonChristine.com

OPEN SUN 12/19, 2-4PM


