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Memory Care Community
Vinson Hall Retirement Community

Every moment is an opportunity.
The Sylvestery at Vinson Hall Retirement Community strives to ensure that each moment is an
opportunity for meaning and comfort. The Sylvestery offers round-the-clock dementia care for those
who are still active but require specialized support for Alzheimer’s or other forms of memory loss.

Call us today to learn more

703-935-5209

Check our blog for the latest at Vinson Hall Retirement Community!

The Sylvestery’s award-winning, 36-resident community is located just across the street from Vinson Hall Retirement
Community’s main campus. No military or government affiliation required for residence at The Sylvestery.
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News
Bicyclist and Pedestrian
Killed in McLean as
2021 Closes
Separate crashes
kill two vulnerable
road users.

Google Maps

Intersection of Dolley Madison Blvd. (Rt.123) and Ingleside Avenue in McLean

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

M

atthew Jaeger, 33, of McLean,
was struck and killed Wednesday afternoon, Dec. 29, at the
intersection of Dolley Madison
Boulevard (VA State Rt.123) and Ingleside
Avenue in McLean.
Detectives with the Fairfax County Crash
Reconstruction Unit determined that Jaeger
was eastbound on Ingleside Avenue at the
time of the crash.
The driver of a 2014 BMW 328xi traveling
south on Dolley Madison Boulevard struck
him in the road as he entered the intersection, according to police reports.
The driver of the BMW remained at the
scene. At this time, it is believed that neither
speed nor alcohol played a role in the crash,
police said. Jaeger was transported to a hospital, where he died due to his injuries.
The crash investigation is ongoing, and
the Commonwealth’s Attorney’s Office will
review the findings.
Police were also still investigating a fatal
pedestrian crash that occurred Thursday
night, Dec. 30, 2021, on Chain Bridge Road,
just south of Tysons Boulevard in McLean.
Detectives determined initially that the
victim, Filadelfo Ramos Marquez, 74, of
Annandale, was crossing in the 1900 block
of Chain Bridge Road from west to east just
south of Tysons Boulevard without using a
crosswalk.
The driver of a 2010 Toyota Camry traveling south on Chain Bridge Road struck Ramos Marquez in the roadway. The driver remained on the scene. Marquez was taken to
the hospital, where he died from his injuries.
Speed and alcohol do not appear to be
factored in the crash, police said. This is the
County’s 14th pedestrian fatality in 2021.
Anyone with information about this crash
should call FCPD’s Crash Reconstruction
Unit at 703-280-0543. Anonymous tips can
also be submitted to Crime Solvers by phone
-1-866-411-TIPS (866-411-8477)

Bike Advocates
React

Cyclists and pedestrians continue to die or
be injured on Fairfax County roads as they
attempt to traverse the area without getting
into a car, bus or train. In response to the
death of a McLean bicyclist struck and killed
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com 
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FABB conducted two ghost bike rides
in 2021 for bicyclists killed on Fairfax
County streets.

by a vehicle on Dec. 29, the Fairfax Alliance
for Better Biking (FABB) released a statement on their Dec.30, 2022 blog beginning
with condolences to the family and friends
of Matthew Jaeger, 33, of McLean for their
loss. Jaeger is the third bicyclist killed in
Fairfax County in 2021.
The 2021 bicyclist and vehicle collision
deaths of Ray Buza, 64, of Centreville, Fatima Del Carmen Alvarez Romero, 24, of Alexandria, and Jaeger are the first bicycle
fatalities in Fairfax County in more than
five years. FCPD reports that the driver who
struck and killed Buza was charged with infliction of injury on a vulnerable road user
on June 3.
FABB’s End of Year Review, dated Dec. 15,
2021, before Jaeger’s death, said that the
new laws that went into effect in July 2021
are not enough.
According to FABB, Jaeger’s death occurred at a type of intersection they believe
was “inadequately designed and dangerous.” FABB called it, “emblematic of how
many fatalities are the result of designs that
undervalue the needs and rights of vulnerable road users.”
Steve Ward of Mclean is a FABB Board
member. In an interview on Jan. 2, Ward
said that even though FABB is a bicycle advocacy group, they increasingly emphasize
the term vulnerable road users.
“One, it is in the law; and two, we are
increasingly finding you can’t separate bicyclists from pedestrians and from other people who move over the ground on wheels,”
Ward said.
According to the National Safety Council, “The term vulnerable road user (VRU)
is used mainly to describe those unprotected by an outside shield, as they sustain a
greater risk of injury in any collision with a
vehicle and are therefore highly in need of
protection against such collisions.” The definition can include but is not limited to pedestrians, road workers, and people operating wheelchairs, personal mobility devices,
electric scooters, and other nonmotorized
vehicles. Motorcycle operators are also vulnerable road users.

“Ingleside Avenue is an important connection between downtown McLean (and a
McDonalds) and the Dolley Madison Library,
McLean Community Center, and surrounding residential areas,” FABB said. Only a
marked crosswalk crosses Rt. 123 at the Ingleside/Dolley Madison intersection. FABB
urges bicyclists and walkers to use the nearby Elm Street crosswalk due to the current
dangers of this intersection.
The first of FABB’s major concerns with
the intersection is that left-turn lanes in the
south and northbound lanes have barriers
leaving no travel lane across Dolley Madison due to left-turn lanes with barriers in
both directions. Second, bicyclists approaching from the northwest must change lanes
on Ingleside from right to left to reach the
crosswalk.
FABB also says that Fairfax County should
adopt “Vision Zero” similar to nearby jurisdictions, which recognizes that injuries and
deaths among vulnerable road users can be
avoided. Vision Zero policies aim to reduce
traffic fatalities and serious injuries to zero
to improve everyone’s access to safe, healthy,
and equitable mobility.
According to the Vision Zero Network,
the strategy first implemented in Sweden
proved successful across Europe.

“For too long, we’ve considered traffic
deaths and severe injuries to be inevitable
side effects of modern life. While often referred to as ‘accidents,’ the reality is that
we can prevent these tragedies by taking
a proactive, preventative approach that
prioritizes traffic safety as a public health
issue,” the policy information stated. The
Vision Zero program is listed in 52 U.S.
communities, including local jurisdictions
Alexandria, Montgomery County, Md. and
Washington, D.C.
FABB also urges state legislators to pass
legislation allowing the use of crash reconstruction reports and evidence in court,
making complete crash reports available to
the public with redacted names and sensitive information for use in driver and rider
education, and repealing Virginia’s contributory negligence law.
FABB requests that VDOT install pedestrian-activated flashing yellow lights at the
Ingleside Avenue crosswalk over Rt. 123 to
alert drivers in both travel lanes of incoming
pedestrians and other vulnerable road users.
It is also necessary to place signage reminding drivers of the law requiring them to stop
and yield right of way to pedestrians. Finally, FABB urges the FCPD to enforce the law
more aggressively.
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Photo by Julie Ryan

The Ryan kids enjoying football in the snow!
Emma Ryan, Connor Ryan and Aidan Ryan.

Photo by Julie Ryan

Emma Ryan and her golden retriever, Sadie, in the
first snowfall of 2022

Let It Snow, Let It Snow

I

t was a beautiful day for the children of Great
Falls, sledding, making snowballs and snowmen,
and enjoying their pets and siblings. In Vienna, 7
inches of snow was recorded at the end of the storm.

We Need Your Help Again

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

Alexandria

Gazette Packet
Publishing Since 1784

25 Cents

March 24, 2016

Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

And affiliated newspapers

Photo by Tiffany Martin

Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

Carter Martin, age 9, enjoys the winter wonderland
as the sun sets over Falcon Ridge in Great Falls.

March 24, 2016

Newspapers & Online
MARCH 23-29, 2016

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Potomac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media.
Now we need help again in 2022.

nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

Please, help save these historical papers.

Connection Newspapers has been offering these local
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless
residents have grown up with these papers covering
significant moments in the lives of family and children,
news, community events, school activities, and even pictures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large national newspapers cannot provide the local connection
or historical connection that local papers like Connection
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide.
If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school
has been featured, you understand the value of local
community newspapers.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking forEach local newspapers mission aspires to provide great- ward into 2022.
er community service, and we do know that our communities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year’s The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise.
financial support from readers and supporters like you Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some bebridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us
and both made our survival possible. We now await a throughout, and many more have done what they can. In
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru- the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs.
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.

All gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers.
The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many newspapers across the country, and our newspapers continue to be at risk.
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trusted source for community news includes the Alexandria
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con-

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing
Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac

1606 King Street • Alexandria, VA • 703-778-9431
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Photo by Meredith Barker, DVM

Coco Burkholder having snowman fun in
Great Falls.

Photo by Rachael Georgopoulos

Photo by Kathryn Rutkowski

Sahaana Meka and Natalie Rutkowski taking an
afternoon sledding break with their neighborhood buddies

Ari Georgopoulos, 3, built his first snowman of
the season and had his plastic bat ready to hit
snowballs with Myles and Matijs Lobato - his
favorite neighbors.
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Virginia Now More
Humane for Animals
Cruelty free cosmetics
law in effect Jan. 1, 2022.
By Susan Laume
The Connection

V

irginia became one of only eight states to
prohibit testing of cosmetics, and cosmetic
components, on animals when its humane
cosmetic act when into effect on Jan. 1. The
act also prohibits the sale within the Commonwealth
of any cosmetic which was developed or manufactured using animal testing that was conducted on or
after Jan. 1; enforcement of the sales provision begins
July 1. Violations are subject to a civil penalty of up
to $5,000 and an additional $1,000 for each day violations continue.
“Virginia is officially cruelty free. After years of
advocating for this policy I am proud to say that all
personal care products are made without harming
animals,” said Sen. Jennifer Boysko (D-33), sponsor of the bill, during the 2021 Virginia General Assembly session. Boysko and Del. Kaye Kory (D-38),
sponsored the bills in the Senate (SB1379) and House
(HB2250). Both worked over multiple years to pass
humane testing legislation. Both were recognized as
legislators of the month in March for their work by
Cruelty Free International, a 100+ year old British
organization which works to end animal experimen-

Allison Lawrence

Photo contributed

Sen. Jennifer Boysko
(D-33)

Delegate Kaye Kory
(D-38)

tation worldwide.
In 2018, Boysko, then a delegate, also successfully
introduced legislation which requires a manufacturer
or contract testing facility to use an alternative test
method to animal testing when available.
Under Virginia code, ”cosmetic” means any product
intended to be rubbed, poured, sprinkled, or sprayed
on, introduced into, or otherwise applied to the human body or any part thereof for cleansing, beautifying, promoting attractiveness, or altering the appearance, including, without limitation, personal hygiene
products such as deodorant, shampoo, or conditioner.
Although Virginia is in the forefront of humane
cosmetics legislation, there is no federal cruelty-free
cosmetics law. U.S. Rep. Jim Moran, introduced the
first national humane cosmetics testing legislation in
2014; becoming the first U.S. official to receive the
Lord Houghton Award from Cruelty Free International. That legislation did not pass. In 2021, U.S. Sen.
Cory Booker (D-NJ) and Moran’s successor, U.S. Rep
Donald Beyer introduced bills “to substantially restrict
the use of animals testing for cosmetics.” Neither bill
has moved forward, leaving the U.S. behind other
developed countries in instituting humane cosmetics
practices. Over 40 countries worldwide have already
ended the sale of new animal-tested cosmetics and
rely on alternatives such as biochemical or cell based
systems and computer modeling techniques instead.

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

WINTER

BLOCK PARTY

Saturday, Jan. 8, 1-5 p.m.
Free admission; registration is required.

Join us as we kick off the new year with some
wintry fun for the whole family!

Come and enjoy:
ICE SKATING

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates

ARTS AND
CRAFTS

10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the
past 17 years

703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com 

VIDEO GAMES

DIY SMORES
STATION
HOT DOGS
HOT COCOA

Plus other fun attractions!
McLean Community Center
1234 Ingleside Ave.
McLean, Va. 22101

mcleancenter.org

SCAN TO REGISTER
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To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411
Legals
ABC LICENSE

NaRo Inc trading as Roberto’s, 144 Church
St NW Vienna VA 22180. The above
establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a Wine & Beer
On and Off Premises and Mixed Beverage
Restaurant license to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages. Nancy Sabbagh,
Officer/ The Veritas Law Firm. NOTE:
Objections to the issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC no later than 30
days from the publishing date of the first
of two required newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be registered at www.
abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.
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Searching for Answers to Racism
Daryl Davis headlines McLean Community
Center’s Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. event.

H

Daryl Davis.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com 

Daniel Phoenix Singh, Executive Director, McLean Community Center.

Photos Courtesy McLean Community Center

The Connection

“As a musician myself, something I love
about Mr. Davis’s experience is that it all
started with music. Davis is an accomplished boogie-woogie pianist, and music is
what helped break down barriers — it was
while playing a gig that a KKK member approached Mr. Davis about his impressive piano playing, which in turn opened the door to
civil discourse,” added Shallern Treff.
For Daniel Phoenix Singh, MCC Executive
Director, “MCC’s tagline is the ‘The center of
it all,’ and we take that as both a vision as
well as a goal. To be a center of it all and
a center for all is indeed what makes MCC
such an amazing regional anchor. Being an
anchor comes with the responsibility of stabilizing our community even amid strong
crosswinds such as the multiple pandemics
of COVID-19, racial tension, and dog whistles of white supremacy.”

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Call 703-549-0004

for advertising information

By David Siegel
eadlining the McLean Community
Center (MCC) Dr. Martin Luther
King Holiday celebration is Daryl
Davis, international recording artist, lecturer
on race relations and author of “Klan-Destine Relationships.” He will share his captivating journey to untangle racism and how
some can hate, one civil conversation at a
time.
“Years ago, I heard a couple of podcast
episodes of “Love and Radio” featuring this
amazing Black man — Daryl Davis — who
had befriended and collected robes of KKK
members. There’s a documentary about
him entitled ‘Accidental Courtesy,’ and that
encapsulates the approach we could all use
right now. It’s the right time for Daryl Davis
to be part of the MCC’s Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. celebration to refocus us on civil dialogues.” said Sarah Shallern Treff, director,
performing arts, MCC.

Business
Directory
ELECTRICAL

ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

Where
and When:
McLean Community Center’s Dr.

Expert Tree Work

Martin
Luther King Jr. Holiday Celebration featuring
Daryl Davis on Sunday, Jan. 16, 2 p.m. Event is
at McLean Community Center, Alden Theatre,
1234 Ingleside Ave, McLean, VA 22101,
Tickets: $10/$5 MCC district residents. Visits
www.mcleancenter,org or call 703-790-0123.

“We are committing to centering equity
and justice in every single aspect of the work
we do. We are not the experts, and we ask
for and give ourselves permission to learn,
fail, pick up, dust off and start over again as
many times as it is needed.” added Singh.
Inviting audiences to the Dr. King Holiday
event with Daryl Davis, Singh said “I would
say come with an open mind, realize that
we are all in this together, and that we will
get to the other side. Mr. Davis has modeled
what listening and civil discourse looks like
and he has used the arts as a path to humanize these conversations. Come be vulnerable
with us, we promise you, we will all grow
through this experience together.”

Landscape Drainage

Landscape Drainage

No Car and
No Computer
By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Due to circumstances beyond my control,
for two days after the deer accident, I had no
car and as it happened, no computer either.
The no-car situation you regular readers
know about from the previous edition’s column: “Oh Deer.” The no-computer element
just occurred as machines, technology, almost anything I guess, eventually succumbs
to old age/extended use. As a result of this
dual inconvenience, I can’t get anywhere,
literally, and figuratively. Moreover, with
these two losses, temporary though they
may be, I’ve sort of lost my way. To invoke
author Robert A. Heinlein: I’m a “stranger in
a strange land.”
Though I now have a courtesy rental
care, I don’t yet have a computer. It’s being
delivered later in the week by Amazon. It
won’t be an expense as it is being paid for
my part-time employer. When the computer
arrives, my brother’s IT guy will come over
and set it up. That means I won’t have that
problem to solve. As for the car, in five days
or so, I was told, I’ll learn whether my car
can be repaired or if it will be declared a
total loss. Soon thereafter I imagine, if the
car is “totaled,” I’ll be receiving a settlement
check from the insurance company. Then the
fun will begin.
If in fact, I receive a settlement check,
since the car I was driving was a model
year 2000 Honda Accord, unfortunately the
amount will be nowhere near what I’ll need
to purchase a new car. The net effect will
be an increase in my monthly car payment
from zero dollars to likely multiple hundreds. Money, I don’t really have and are not
eager to spend. However, the new computer
can’t arrive quickly enough. And given the
evolution in technology since I last bought
a computer, 10 years ago at least, I can well
imagine the improvement/benefit in my
life it will provide. As for the improvement/
benefits in my life a new car will provide?
Not really important to me if it costs money,
which it will. I am not looking to add another car with bells and whistles since I already
have a new-ish car with all the bells and
whistles already. I was not looking to whistle
any more bells however. What I/we need is
only one car payment. Which, for the past
13 years, since my mother passed away in
2008, and I inherited her car, I’ve had. And
I’ve enjoyed every minute of it. Now, I’m
afraid, the party is over.
Now this is where not having a working
computer at home becomes a problem. I
can’t research a potential solution. Consequently, I’m stuck in a kind of limbo between the car I used to own and the car I’m
about to own. Right now, I’m driving a rental
car, a temporary solution. What I need is a
permanent solution. Sure, I receive a daily
newspaper and I do have a car to drive, but
I’m not going to drive randomly around and/
or trust the classified ads to direct me to a
proper solution. What I need is a version of
Indeed.
The conclusion: I need a computer before
I need the car. In fact, it’s very likely that if
I’m told the Honda is totaled, having a new
computer will provide me with the tools
and information necessary to perhaps make
an intelligent and acceptable decision.
Acceptable meaning a moderate impact to
our finances. For me, it’s not so much about
creature comforts as it is about this creature’s
comfort.
Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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