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Nancy Sausser, curator of the 
McLean Project for Arts, stands 
among contemporary wood 
sculptures by four artists.
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Make a Di�erence in Your Community!
Run for a Seat on the McLean Community Center Governing Board

This OFFICIAL NOTICE of election to select 
members of the 2022–2023 Governing Board of the 
McLean Community Center (the Governing Board) is 
given to residents of Small District 1A—Dranesville, 
Fairfax County, Virginia (referred to as “Small District 
1A”). The McLean Community Center (MCC) 
operates as a Special District Agency of the Fairfax 
County Government through a Memorandum of 
Understanding between the Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors and the Governing Board. On February 
8, 1984, the Board of Supervisors approved the 
Memorandum of Understanding, which authorizes 
the election. MCC is funded by residents of Small 
District 1A in Greater McLean for their use through a 
real estate tax surcharge, the result of a 1970 Small 
District 1A bond referendum.
Early Voting (in person, online or by U.S. mail upon 
request) will be from March 16, through May 18, 
AND in-person voting will be available from    
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on McLean Day 
(May 21, 2022) at Lewinsville Park. 
Candidate Qualifications: 
Each resident who lives within Small District 1A is 
eligible to run for a seat on the Governing Board 
within the appropriate category. If you need help 
determining whether you reside in Small District 1A, 
please contact MCC at 703-790-0123, TTY: 711, or 
by email at elections@mcleancenter.org.

ADULTS: Candidates must be residents of Small 
District 1A and must be at least 18 years of age on 
or before May 21, 2022.
TEENS: Candidates must be 15, 16 or 17 years old 
on or before May 21, 2022, live within Small District 
1A, and live in the boundary area for either Langley 
or McLean high schools. You do not have to attend 
either high school. You may attend another school, 
including one that is outside of Small District 1A, or 
you may be home schooled. You can only run for the 
seat representing the high school boundary area 
where you live.
Available Governing Board Seats and Terms:
Three (3) adult Governing Board seats will be filled 
through the election. The candidates who receive the 
three (3) highest numbers of votes will serve 
three-year terms on the Governing Board.
One (1) Governing Board youth seat representing 
the Langley High School boundary area will be filled 
for a one-year term.
One (1) Governing Board youth seat representing 
the McLean High School boundary area will be filled 
for a one-year term.
Candidate Petitions Requirements:
ADULTS: Must collect the signatures of ten (10) 
residents of Small District 1A who are 18 years old or 
older on or before May 21, 2022.

TEENS: Must collect the signatures of ten (10) 
residents of Small District 1A who are 15, 16 or 17 
years old on or before May 21, 2022.
Candidate Packets containing a petition, instructions 
and all pertinent paperwork may be obtained at the 
McLean Community Center, 1234 Ingleside Avenue, 
McLean, Virginia, 22101, starting on Wednesday,  
Jan. 19. Candidates must pick up and return their 
own petitions in person.
DEADLINE: Each resident seeking election to the 
Governing Board shall file a completed petition with 
MCC at the address shown below by 5 p.m. on 
Friday, March 11, 2022:

McLean Community Center
1234 Ingleside Ave.
McLean, VA 22101

For more information about the election, please call 
703-790-0123, TTY: 711, go to
tinyurl.com/mclean-center-election, 
or email MCC at elections@mcleancenter.org.

Maria Foderaro-Guertin, Chair
Elections & Nominations Committee
McLean Community Center Governing Board

PUBLIC NOTICE OF ELECTION
MCLEAN COMMUNITY CENTER GOVERNING BOARD
SMALL DISTRICT 1A—DRANESVILLE
FAIRFAX COUNTY, VIRGINIA

News
Renew Dog License

Fairfax County asks: Did you get a pandemic 
pooch this past year? 

Then you should know that every dog four 
months or older must be licensed with Fairfax 
County.

Get your annual dog license or renew it by 
Tuesday, Feb. 1. The fee is $10 per dog, except 
for service dogs which are given licenses for free. 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxes/dog-li-
cense-information

After you submit your license application or 
renewal, you’ll be mailed a tag for your dog’s 
collar.

If you are getting a license for the first time, 
you must provide a current rabies vaccination 
certificate. When renewing, proof of vaccination 
isn’t required unless the certificate has expired.

If your dog is already licensed, you should 
have received a renewal notice in the mail in 
November from the Department of Tax Admin-
istration.

You can renew and pay online. There is a 
third-party service fee for e-check, credit and 
debit card payments online. https://ffxpay-
ments.virginiainteractive.org/Payments/Dogli-
cense

Check your renewal notice to find your dog’s 
registration number and previous license num-
ber which you’ll need to renew online. If you 
don’t have this information handy or didn’t get 
a renewal notice, contact the Department of Tax 
Administration at 703-222-8234, TTY 711, on 
weekdays from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/news/renew-
or-get-your-2022-dog-license-feb-1

On Jan. 14, The Potomac School 
announced the recipient of 
its inaugural Potomac School 

Award for Exemplary Service, designed 
to recognize individuals in the wider 
community who are making an import-
ant difference through service to others. 
Ericc Powell, a volunteer with Habitat 
for Humanity Metro Maryland, received 
the award during a school-wide assem-
bly honoring the life of Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

Powell’s time with Habitat for Human-
ity has spanned nearly two decades and 
given him opportunities to serve interna-
tional, national and local communities. 
He volunteers as a skilled craftsman on 
Habitat construction sites and supports 
the organization’s ReStores, where do-
nated items are sold to support Habitat’s 
mission. 

The Potomac School Award for Exem-
plary Service honors an individual out-
side the school community whose efforts 
reflect the school’s core values, demon-
strates generosity of spirit, and can serve 
to inspire Potomac’s students.

Head of School John Kowalik notes, 
“Ericc Powell has devoted his life to ser-
vice. After college, he cycled across the 
country to raise money and awareness 

for affordable housing – a cause that he 
remains passionate about today.” Kowa-
lik adds, “In discussing his commitment 
to volunteerism, Ericc asserts that ‘mean-
ingful service is not working for others, 
but working with others in partnership.’ 
That’s something we want our students 
to understand – the importance of build-
ing relationships and working together to 
effect positive change.”

Powell has been employed with Amer-
iCorps, the federal agency for volunteer-
ism and national service, since 2009. As 
a training specialist, he currently trains 
AmeriCorps members and supervisors 
in the Volunteers in Service to America 
(VISTA) program, which fights poverty in 
the United States.

Upon receiving the award, Powell said, 
“I am grateful that through my friend-
ships, through my education, through my 
work with Habitat, I’ve been able not just 
to build houses and homes, but also to 
build relationships and communities, and 
be part of something greater.” 

Candidates for the new award were 
nominated by members of the Poto-
mac School community and vetted by a 
nine-person selection committee that in-
cluded parent, student, faculty, alumni, 
and trustee representation. 

The Potomac School is an independent 
coeducational day school that enrolls 
1,066 students in grades K-12. Potomac’s 
wooded 90-acre campus is located in Mc-
Lean, Va.  potomacschool.org

Brief News

The Potomac School Presents Inaugural 
Service Award to Habitat for Humanity Volunteer

Honoree Ericc Powell shares his 
thoughts about service with the 
Potomac School community.
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News

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

T
his Thursday evening’s 
virtual artist talks at 
7 p.m. by the McLean 
Project for the Arts 

(MPA)  focuses on two exhibitions. 
The first is “Give and Take: Build-
ing Form” in the Emerson Gallery. 
The show features contemporary 
wood sculptures by four artists, 
Emilie Beneš Brzezinski, Rachel 
Rotenberg, Foon Sham, and Nor-
ma Schwartz. A separate exhi-
bition, “Intersectional Painting: 
Works by Sheila Crider,” located 
in the Atrium Gallery, showcases 
multi-media three-dimensional ab-
stract forms.

Apart from the fact that they are 
all wood sculptors working in ab-
straction, Nancy Sausser, the cura-
tor of MPA, says she put the four 
sculptors together to show differ-
ent approaches to transforming 
building processes into building 
forms. “That is why it’s called ‘Give 
and Take: Building Form’ because 
there are two different ways of 
building demonstrated. One is the 
additive process, and the other is 

the subtractive process,” she said.
The gallery visitor is left to con-

template the monumental, roughly 
hewn sculptures by nearly 90-year-
old Brzezinski, who breathes new 
life into fallen timbers by wielding 
chainsaws and axes.  

Psychoanalyst Schwartz’s sensu-
ous, swirling sculptures entice one 
toward their smooth surfaces. If 
only there were a bench where one 
could sit and lose oneself in a state 
of mindfulness.

The additive process, according 
to Sausser, entails joining wood 
laminations and building forms. 
Carving and removing material 

Sculptures at MPA’s Galleries

Includes towering works 
by a chainsaw-wielding 
near 90-year-old woman.

is what the subtractive process is 
all about. “Each of these artists 
demonstrate those two processes, 
sometimes both of them in their 
work and some leaning more to-
wards one or the other,” she said. 

According to Sausser, part of 
the show’s idea was to help people 
understand how you build some-
thing like this and bring it from 
the kernel of the idea into reality. 
“I’ve found people don’t necessari-
ly know how to do or how to con-
ceptualize,” she said,

Sausser chose to commingle the 
artists’ works into a harmonious 
whole because they can speak to 
each other that way.  Without that, 

they only speak to themselves. 
“I put them in a way that creates 
conversation between the pieces,” 
Sausser said.

Sheila Crider’s series creates 
three-dimensional abstract forms 
by combining painting, drawing, 
braiding, stitching and weaving. 
According to the online descrip-
tion, she developed a method for 
visualizing multiple intersections 
between material, place, tradition, 
race, gender, history, culture, nar-
rative, art, painting, object and 
picture.

MPA’s two second-floor galleries 
at the McLean Community Center, 
1234 Ingleside Avenue, are filled 

with sculptural and three-dimen-
sional abstract works. Pamela and 
David Danner underwrote both ex-
hibitions. 

The show will be up until Feb. 
19. Online exhibitions can be 
viewed on the MPA website.  Sales 
inquiries should be directed to 
the McLean Project for the Arts. 
https://mpaart.org/exhibitions/
current-exhibitions/

MPA Emerson Gallery is open for 
viewing Tuesdays through Fridays 
from 1–4 p.m. and Saturdays from 
10 a.m.–3 p.m.  

The Atrium Gallery is available 
to visitors during MCC hours of 
operation.

Nancy Sausser, curator of the McLean Project for Arts, stands 
among contemporary wood sculpture by four artists: Emilie Beneš 
Brzezinski, Rachel Rotenberg, Foon Sham, and Norma Schwartz, at 
the exhibition “Give and Take: Building Form” in the McLean Com-
munity Center’s Emerson Gallery.

By Emilie Beneš Brzezinski. By Foon Sham.

By Norma Schwartz.

The Atrium Gallery Exhibition, “Intersectional 
Painting: Works by Sheila Crider,” is available 
for viewing during McLean Community Center 
operating hours.

By Rachel Rotenberg
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Opinion

By Del. Kenneth R. 
“Ken” Plum

A joint session of the Virgin-
ia House of Delegates and 
State Senate met last Satur-

day for the purpose of inaugurating 
the 74th governor of the Common-
wealth of Virginia. The event is 
steeped in tradition. As a member 
of the Inaugural Committee I was 
dressed in a formal morning suit of 
gray with tails. I led the Commit-
tee in escorting the Governor-elect 
from his hotel room to the Capitol 
and to the Inaugural Stand where 
he took the oath of office.

Absent from the entire proceed-
ing was any debate of who won the 
election, any fraud or corruption 
that may have been committed, or 
whether the majority should resist 
giving up the power it held for the 
past two years. There was no “big 
lie”! There was a peaceful transfer 
of power.

At about 6-feet-6-inches tall the 
new governor is probably the tallest 
governor of Virginia since Thomas 
Jefferson held the position. He is 
new to public service having had 
a career in business. His position 
on many issues has not been clear 
as he had to maneuver past several 

primary challengers and 
a strong general election 
opponent to win the 
governorship.

The courtesy extend-
ed to him as he assumed 
the office should not be 
mistaken as any inten-
tion on the part of legis-
lators, including myself, 
to not exercise our re-
sponsibilities in the administration 
of good government. 

Already any lack of clarity that 
may have existed on his position 
on issues is quickly being filled 
in with his actions. His early an-
nouncements of persons he in-
tends to appoint to positions in 
government raise serious ques-
tions. His proposed appointment 
to be Secretary of Natural Resourc-
es raises concerns that I addressed 
last week that we are putting the 
fox in the chicken coop with a coal 
industry lobbyist heading natu-
ral resource agencies. Equally as 
concerning are his proposed ap-
pointments in the education agen-
cies where the record of his major 
appointee seems to be mostly an-
ti-public schools.

The new governor showed a 
lot of zeal as he announced in his 

inaugural speech that 
he was going to start 
to work on day one by 
signing a number of 
executive orders. His 
work on Saturday af-
ternoon after the Inau-
gural Ceremony made 
it clear that the next 
four years are going to 
be challenging ones. His 

very first executive order “restores 
excellence in public education by 
ending the use of divisive concepts, 
including Critical Race Theory, 
in public education.” No one has 
been able to show where CRT and 
these other divisive concepts are 
being taught in public schools, but 

it certainly was effective partisan 
rhetoric in the last political cam-
paign. Clearly there are concerns 
about public schools in the new ad-
ministration as the new governor’s 
call for more parental involvement 
in the education of their children 
got the greatest applause to his 
speech. His second executive order 
empowers parents to make deci-
sions on whether their children 
wear masks at school even as new 
cases of Covid-19 infection soar.

The basics of democratic govern-
ment require that there be a peace-
ful transfer of power. The contin-
uation of democratic government 
requires that there be a vigorous 
debate of issues!

Peaceful Transfer of Power

Plum

Let Us Know Your View
Connection Newspapers welcomes views on any public issue.

Letters must be signed. Include home address and home and business numbers; 
we will only print your name and town name. 

Letters are routinely edited for length, libel, grammar,
good taste, civility and factual errors.

Send letters
Online www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/letter/

By email: editors@connectionnewspapers.com
By mail to: Letters to the Editor The Connection 

1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
You can comment on our Facebook page or find us on Twitter

www.facebook.com/connectionnewspapers
https://twitter.com/alexgazette

https://twitter.com/mtvernongazette
https://twitter.com/followfairfax

Surovell

By Sen. Scott Surovell

A
s the Virginia Gener-
al Assembly begins its 
2022 session, my 13th, I 
look forward to working 

with Gov. Glenn Youngkin, the new 
House of Delegates leadership and 
other legislators to reach a consen-
sus on the best direction for our 
state.

While I did not support them, I 
attended Governor Youngkin’s in-
auguration and  swearing in, along 
with the swearing in of Lieutenant 
Governor Winsome Sears and At-
torney General Jason Miyares.

Budgets Reflect Priorities
No matter what happens with 

other bills, one thing we are re-
quired to accomplish this session 
is to pass a budget. Thanks to fed-
eral pandemic funds, Virginia has 
significant excess revenues in our 
two-year budget cycle that ends on 
June 30, 2022. A little over half of 
those revenues will be appropriat-
ed to the “Rainy Day Fund” and to 
mandatory water quality improve-
ment. 

In the last session, we also re-
served about $1.5 billion of $4.5 
billion from the American Rescue 

A New Day in Richmond and Many Challenges
Plan Act in case we 
had a pandemic resur-
gence.  We are limited 
to spending these funds 
on five categories of 
expenditures including 
water and sewer in-
frastructure and main-
tenance of outdoor 
assets. I am proposing 
to spend some of these 
funds to (1) eliminate our state 
parks’ $225 million maintenance 
backlog, (2) install a public water 
line at Pohick Bay Regional Park 
to replace well service and water 
and sewer infrastructure, and (3) 
to construct permanent, outdoor 
restrooms at all Fairfax County 
public high schools. 

The new two-year budget also 
projects significant new revenues. 
The Governor is proposing a se-
ries of ill-advised tax cuts. First, 
he proposes to cut our current two 
percent grocery tax that is dedicat-
ed solely to education and would 
cost Fairfax County Public Schools 
about $80 million per year.  The 
Governor also reiterated his call to 
suspend the $0.08 per gallon gas 
tax increase enacted in 2021. His 
proposal would save the average 
Virginia driver about $4 a month, 

but interrupt dozens of 
transportation projects 
currently planned. 

My Bills
I am carrying around 

27 bills. One creates a 
joint study to review 
the state’s response to 
the COVID-19 pandemic 
across all levels of gov-

ernment so we can learn from our 
mistakes and improve our system 
going forward. I am also carrying 
legislation to study multi-family 
housing regulation to ensure that 
Virginia’s inspection systems and 
condo association policies are suf-
ficiently strong to avoid the types 
of collapse we saw in Florida or 
partial collapse that occurred at 
River Towers near Belleview in 
Fairfax County in 2016. 

The Biden Administration re-
cently signed an agreement at the 
Edinburgh, Scotland, global sum-
mit to reduce methane emissions 
in the U.S. by 75 percent. Methane 
is 85 times more potent than car-
bon dioxide in trapping energy. I 
have a bill to incentivize Virginia’s 
natural gas companies to capture 
loose methane from landfills or 
waste composting operations and 

sell it to consumers to remove it 
from the atmosphere and curtail 
these greenhouse gasses that are 
warming the planet. 

Cycling and pedestrian deaths 
have been increasing across the 
country, Virginia and our local 
community. At one point in 2020, 
three pedestrians were killed in 
Fairfax County one day. One major 
cause of these problems is that the 
infrastructure in our part of North-
ern Virginia was designed for vehi-
cles and not pedestrians. While the 
legislature has provided significant 
new funding for transportation 
infrastructure, the focus has tra-
ditionally largely been for vehicle 
projects, with pedestrian or cycling 
improvements considered second-
arily. I have introduced a bill to re-
quire a fixed percentage of funds 
to be devoted to pedestrian and cy-
cling infrastructure going forward. 

Virginia’s Supreme Court sig-
nificantly revised state legislative 
districts including the district I cur-
rently represent. I will discuss this 
in a future column.

If you have any feedback, please 
contact me at scott@scottsurovell.
org and follow my work on Face-
book and Twitter.   It is an honor to 
serve as your state senator.
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By Paul Gilbert 
NOVA Parks Executive Director

W
hat words do you 
associate with 
“parks?” Maybe you 
thought of words 

like trees, trails, picnic-bench, and 
nature? What about innovation? 

While innovation may not have 
been at the top of your list, maybe 
it should have been. With the pan-
demic, the public has gravitated to 
parks. Outdoors is the safest place 
to be around others and the best 
place to seek a mental and physical 
break from the nearly two years of 
COVID-related stress we have all felt.

Innovation ranks high in the 
values of NOVA Parks employees. 
And, during this time, NOVA Parks 
has been creating new and ex-
panded ways to experience parks. 

Trails:
NOVA Parks has over 100 miles of 

trails that have seen more use in the 
last two years than ever before. Ev-
erywhere there is parking for trail 
access, those lots have been full. 
The most popular trail in Virginia 
is the 45-mile long W&OD Trail. 
Before the pandemic, this trail saw 
over two million uses a year. Re-
cently, many areas have seen two 
to four times the previous use. This 
year, NOVA Parks, the City of Falls 
Church, and the Northern Virginia 
Transportation Authority opened a 
new section of the trail that has two 
separate lanes, one for pedestrians 
and one for cyclists. This will soon 
be the national model for busy ur-
ban trails. Many low-impact build-
ing techniques were used or pio-
neered with this project.

Adventure:
Also, in the fall, NOVA Parks cut 

the ribbon on an all-new feature. 
Climb UPton is the largest and 

Parks = Innovation
This year, NOVA Parks, the City of Falls Church, and the Northern Virginia Transportation Authority opened 
a new section of the W&OD Trail that has two separate lanes, one for pedestrians and one for cyclists. 

Meadowlark Winter Walk of Lights in Vienna.

most challenging ropes course in 
the mid-Atlantic states and is locat-
ed at Upton Hill Park in Arlington. 
This innovative German technol-
ogy has 90 challenging elements 
built into the three-story tower. 
Look for this new feature to reopen 
in mid-March.

Winter Lights:
Winters used to be a slow time 

for parks. Then 15 years ago, NOVA 
Parks created the first all-LED hol-
iday light show in the region with 
the Bull Run Festival of Lights in 
Centreville. This show has grown 
in popularity, and for the 2020 sea-
son, the show had twice the capac-
ity, with two lanes going through 
the whole show. Around 70,000 
vehicles packed with eager fami-
lies have already made their way 
through the ever-expanding drive-
through light show in 2021.

NOVA Parks created the Mead-
owlark Winter Walk of Lights in 
Vienna eight years ago. This show 
has also grown rapidly. Today we 

see over 70,000 individuals enjoy 
this half-a-mile walk-through show 
that delights everyone. In 2020 the 
Volgenau Conservatory was added. 
This glasshouse allows people to en-
joy a hot drink, souvenir, or some-
thing to eat.

In Alexandria, Cameron Run Ice & 
Lights offers both lights and an ice 
skating rink. This unique site just 
celebrated its 50,000th visitor since 
it first opened just three years ago.

Through reinvention, growth, 
and innovation, people in North-
ern Virginia have more varied 
park offerings than ever before to 
help us all have safe things to do 
during the pandemic. Parkland is 
more valued today by most people 
than ever before, and the range of 
things you can do in regional parks 
has grown to keep pace with de-
mand. Many activities like golf, 
boating, and camping have seen 
new and sustained levels of inter-
est as people look to get outside 
for both exercise and stress relief 
during this long pandemic.

News
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News

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

F
airfax County Schools Superinten-
dent Dr. Scott Brabrand released his 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2022-23 Proposed 
Budget on Thursday, Jan. 13, at the 

Fairfax County School Board Meeting. In to-
tal, 86 percent of the $3.3 billion proposed 
operating budget for FY23 is allocated to 
instruction, according to the presentation.

“Tonight, I am delivering you a good news 
budget that will lead Fairfax County Public Schools 
out of this pandemic,” Brabrand said. 

Brabrand described a budget that provides what 
its students need to learn, grow and flourish. He said 
FCPS will continue to pursue strong compensation for 
all of its 24,000 FCPS employees. The budget includes 
a 4 percent market scale adjustment for all employees 
and a step increase for eligible employees.

FCPS is one of the largest school divisions in the 
nation with a workforce of 24,392 full-time employ-
ees. With a projected enrollment of 177,570 students, 
FCPS serves students from 204 countries who speak 
more than 200 different languages at home. A total 
of 56,112 students are economically disadvantaged. 
FCPS also serves 26,828 special education students 
and 33,806 English learners. 

Brabrand’s FY 2023 proposed budget’s expenditures 
and adjustments focus on three key areas, compensa-
tion, opportunity and access, and critical operational 
needs. Brabrand is requesting an additional $112 mil-
lion or about a 5.2 percent additional county transfer 
to equate to $2,28 billion. State aid ($621.4 million), 
sales tax ($248.3 million), federal aid (47.1 million), 
beginning balance ( $21.9 million), City of Fairfax 
($51.2 million), and other ($24.8 million) complete 
revenue sources.

Expenditures as itemized in the FY 2023 Proposed 
Operating Budget, compensation adjustments in the 
FY 2023 budget represent a net increase of over $150 
million. Over $55 million is to provide an average step 
increase of 2.68 percent for eligible employees; $8 
million for health benefits; $4.4 million for recurring 
substitute pay; and $3.3 million for bus driver sala-
ries. All FCPS transportation employees will receive a 
2.3 percent increase at the beginning of the year.

Adjustments represent a decrease of $300 million 
and 768 positions. The enrollment adjustments in-
clude savings of $88.2 million and 917 positions. The 

budget reflects the revised lower enroll-
ment numbers.

Brabrand said that he had additional 
dollars to restore 33 positions to the staff-
ing reserve and dollars for another 50 posi-
tions to the staffing reserve. 

Opportunity and Access, the second 
main area of the budget, represented an 
increase of over $68 million and 233 po-
sitions. Brabrand included funding in this 
budget of $32 million to provide three ad-
ditional professional development days.

“I have almost $15 million to put a special educa-
tion lead teacher full time in every single elementary 
school,” Brabrand said. “It is long overdue. This will 
… allow our special education lead teachers to lead 
best practices and special education instruction and 
provide timely and tailored monitoring of special ed-
ucation in all of our elementary schools.”

There was also $10 million for anticipated require-
ments from the Virginia General Assembly, given over 
1,100 bills have been introduced. The county must 
monitor the unfunded mandates to be as prudent and 
fiscally responsible as possible.

The budget also provides, Brabrand said, nearly $3 
million and 26 positions to implement FCPS’ second 
of its third year plan for Advanced Academic Program 
Phase II. 

It includes a full-time twice-exceptional (2e) spe-
cialist and 20 additional school-based positions so 
that 40 more elementary schools can have local level 
for advanced academic programs. 

Critical Operational Needs is the third area which 
totaled $13.6 million and 87 positions. Highlights in-
clude $8 million for assistant principals and $900,000 
to extend high school assistant principal positions 
to 12 months. There is $700,000 for 13 half middle 
school flexible office positions. They also have $1.4 
million to enhance the HR staffing support to respond 
to increased demands by the pandemic, $0.9 million 
and five positions to provide cybersecurity upgrades, 
and $300,000 for two additional planning positions to 
help with data analysis.

FCPS will continue to collaborate with the Board of 
Supervisors and County Executive during the county 
budget process. 

A public hearing on the budget will be held on Jan. 
24, and work sessions will be held in January and Feb-
ruary by the Fairfax County School Board. On Feb. 24, 
the Board will vote on the FY23 Advertised Budget.

FCPS Superintendent Releases FY 2023 Proposed Budget

Fairfax County School Board in session on Jan. 13, 2022.

Superintendent 
Scott Brabrand

Revenue Sources.

Expenditures by Program.

FCPS Cost per Pupil.
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And affiliated newspapers

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street • Alexandria, VA • 703-778-9431

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to 
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout 
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Poto-
mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media. 
Now we need help again in 2022.

Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great-
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year’s 
financial support from readers and supporters like you 
bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, 
and both made our survival possible. We now await a 
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru-
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we 
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time 
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.

Please, help save these historical papers.

All gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and 
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient 
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. 

The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news-
papers across the country, and our newspapers con-
tinue to be at risk. 
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust-
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria 
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con-

nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in 
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these 
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to 
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
ward into 2022.

The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise. 
Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us 
throughout, and many more have done what they can. In 
the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for 
events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the 
horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of 
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs. 

Connection Newspapers has been offering these local 
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless 
residents have grown up with these papers covering 
significant moments in the lives of family and children, 
news, community events, school activities, and even pic-
tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection 
or historical connection that local papers like Connection 
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide. 
If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school 
has been featured, you understand the value of local 
community newspapers. 

March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Newspapers & Online

25 Cents

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria

March 24, 2016

Publishing Since 1784

25 CENTS Newsstand PriceMARCH 23-29, 2016

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

We Need Your Help Again
We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s 

oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

News

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

Virginia Gov. Glenn Youn-
gkin (R) signed  Exec-
utive Order Number 

Two  on his Inauguration Day, 
Saturday, Jan. 15, to fulfill his 
promise “to empower Virginia 
parents in their children’s edu-
cation and upbringing by allow-
ing parents to make decisions 
on whether their child wears a 
mask in school.” The Order states that masks are not 
the only method to reduce transmission of COVID-19. 
It lists mitigation measures, including improvements 
to indoor air quality in school facilities. 

Fairfax County Public Schools issued a reminder 
that its policy on wearing masks has not changed. 
FCPS would continue to follow recommendations 
from local and national experts instead, requiring all 
students and staff to wear masks, except at times and 
on occasions already designated in (eating). Arling-
ton Public Schools and Alexandria City Public Schools 
also announced masks would stay on.

FCPS Superintendent Scott Brabrand sent a mes-
sage to parents: “As we return to school after the hol-
iday weekend, we want to let you know that FCPS 
will continue universal masking for all students and 
staff … in alignment with CDC guidance. Our layered 
prevention strategies have proven effective in keeping 
transmission rates low in our schools. We know our 
students are best served by in-person instruction. Ad-
hering to our layered prevention strategies, especially 
universal masking, keeps our schools open and safe 
places for students to learn.”

According to Virginia Senate Bill (SB) 1303 effec-
tive July 1, 2021, each school board is to offer in-per-
son instruction to students enrolled in the local school 
division “in a manner in which it adheres, to the max-
imum extent practicable, to any currently applicable 
mitigation strategies … to reduce the transmission 
of COVID-19 that have been provided by the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.”

Fairfax Sen. Chap Petersen, co-author and lead 
Democratic sponsor of the bill to reopen schools, said: 
“The law gives flexibility to local School Boards to 
open schools in a safe way while reflecting the practi-

cal realities of educating children. It does not require 
School Boards to follow any certain COVID protocols, 
such as mandatory masking for all children, nor does 
it preclude it.”

But Petersen added that schools should have a plan 
to phase out mandatory masking in the “next few 
weeks or months. “Mandatory masking should not be 
a permanent feature of public education.”

John Cook, former member of the Board of Super-
visors, said on Twitter: “If we are concerned about 
parents’ rights, do I have the right as a parent not to 
have the government compel my child to sit next to a 
maskless person all day?”

FCPS as of Jan. 14, 2022, reported 620 cases of 
COVID-19 for the month of January. That number 
might be lower than actual cases because schools 
were closed from Dec. 20, 2021 to Jan. 10, 2022 for 
winter break and then winter weather, according to an 
FCPS spokesman.

The Fairfax County COVID-19 Case Data for Fairfax 
Health District reported on Sunday, Jan. 16, the high-
est number of new confirmed COVID-19 cases to date, 
slightly over 10,000 for Week 1: Jan. 1-8 according to 
its Trajectory of Cases in the county.

New Governor Revokes 
Mask Mandate for Schools
FCPS says masks requirement remains in effect.

Masked students enter the FCPS’ Great Falls Ele-
mentary School. 

Virginia 
Governor Glenn 
Youngkin (R)

Covid-19 Case Data for Fairfax Health District, Trajectory of Cases for Fairfax County. 
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See Langley Journalism, Page 10

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

T
he United States Senate con-
firmed Elizabeth Moore Aubin 
as the United States Ambassador 
to Algeria on Dec. 17. The Great 

Falls native, an alumna of Fairfax County 
Public Schools Langley High School Class 
of 1983, and career Foreign Service officer 
departs for her post in Algeria on Feb. 1. Am-
bassador Aubin served as Embassy Algiers’ 
Deputy Chief from 2011 to 2014.

On Saturday morning, Jan. 15, the wind 
was blowing and the temperature was hov-
ering at 23 degrees. Aubin met with this re-
porter for a COVID-19-distanced interview 
at a well-known local landmark, the Great 
Falls Grange on Georgetown Pike.

The interview is lightly edited for space 
and clarity. 

Q: I understand a teacher’s words 
inspired you and led you to a career in 
Foreign Service. Tell me more.

A: Paul McKendrick was my journalism 
teacher at Langley High School, and he saw 
something that I didn’t know was there in 
me in terms of leadership and managing 
projects. 

Q: What year were you in school?
A: I was in the class of 1983 at Langley 

High School. This was probably the spring 
of ‘82, and I didn’t really have any clue there 
was a big world out there. Obviously, Lang-
ley has students that are very international 
and traveled, but I didn’t really understand 
what skills or abilities I had and how that fit 
into the larger world. I knew I was very in-
terested in international things, but I didn’t 
actually know what that meant. 

McKendrick took me aside and said, “You 
need to be the managing editor of the Saxon 
Scope.” I was like, “what? I don’t even know 
what that means.” He talked to me about 
what was expected and why he thought 
I could do it. I had a great year being the 
managing editor. It showed me that I could 
manage interpersonal relations. I flourished 
in that role, and McKendrick helped me see 
that I had the leadership skills and abilities 
that could translate into something in life.

Q:  Can you describe your foreign service 
career?

A: I got into the Foreign Service when I 
was 24 years old, about a year and a half out 
of school. I graduated from Barnard College 
of Columbia University in New York City and 
worked in New York. Then, I was working in 
D.C. I was going through the Foreign Service 
exam process, security clearance, all of that 
to be a Foreign Service officer because I still 
had this love for international things. I had 
taken French all four years of high school 
and all four years of university. I wanted to 
be able to use that in my life. 

The minute they offered me a position; I 
took it. I had just turned 24, and my first 
position in the Foreign Service was doing 
consulate work.

Everybody does visas and American cit-
izen services. In many ways, that is the 
backbone of diplomacy because you have to 
learn how to make a judgment about some-
one. Do they meet the requirements under 
the law to get whatever kind of visa they’re 
seeking? And you have to learn how to say 
no, really delicately.

You need to deal with Americans in all 
kinds of crisis situations. My first posting 
was in Curacao in the Dutch Antilles, the 
middle of the Caribbean Sea. You would 
think, oh, idyllic- the beach, the sun  But 
a lot of people got themselves into trouble 
and not always on the island of Curacao. I 
was responsible for all six Dutch islands for 
consular services. That was Aruba, Bonaire, 
Curacao, Sint Eustatius, Sint Maarten, and 
Saba. And Americans, unfortunately, had 
drowning accidents, motorcycle accidents, 
car accidents, all kinds of things that hap-
pened. People got themselves incarcerated 
because they were carrying drugs. You have 
to learn how to deal with urgent situations 

with distraught family members.
Within one week of being at a post, I had 

to call a family and tell them that their fa-
ther had passed away. That’s not something 
I think you can ever prepare a 24-year-old 
for doing.

I’ve had a great career in the Foreign Ser-
vice, 32 years in March. 

I’ve been in the Caribbean, in Rome, Italy 
and I was back here domestically working 
for the Secretary of State and Operation 
Center. I did the last two trips for Secretary 
of State Warren Christopher and 35 trips for 
Madeleine Albright.

I went to Hong Kong and then back to 
Washington again. 

I was in Toronto on Sept. 11 that is how I 
met my husband. He was with the Royal Ca-
nadian Mounted Police as the tactical com-
mander. Their team was there because they 
thought something could happen in Toronto 
potentially. He had grown up with parents 
in the Canadian International Development 
Agency, so he knew the whole international 

life. As we got to know each other, it was 
a great fit, and we got married. He became 
an American citizen and has come with me 
ever since. 

I was in Brussels at our U.S. mission to 
NATO. I served in Tel Aviv,  Israel, and I was 
in Algeria as the number two there from 
2011 to 2014, eight years ago. 

But it never dawned on me I would ever 
return to Algeria. 

There’s a neat story about that because 
while I’m not a big dream person, I had a 
dream about a month after I left that I’d left 
something important there in 2014.

In my dream, I went back to figure out 
what I could have left because something 
was bothering me. I walked into the resi-
dence I had on the ground floor, and the 
rooms were filled with people. I realized 
that what I’d had to leave were all these fan-
tastic Algerians that I’d met, and I couldn’t 
take them with me. I had to leave a piece of 
my heart there.

Now, eight years later, I get to go back and 
be reunited with these fantastic people and 
meet more Algerians. They are warm and 
hospitable, and kind. It was a country that 
impacted me.

We don’t have a great understanding of 
each other. There are only 1500 Americans 
maybe who live in Algeria. We believe 50-
to-60,000 Algerians live in the U.S. It’s not 
like Western Europe or Latin America, where 
there’s lots and lots of interaction.

Q: What do you hope to accomplish as 
Ambassador to Algeria?

A: I hope as ambassador to help increase 
the understanding between our two coun-
tries so that we can work together even 
more closely.

Algeria has strategic importance on NA-
TO’s Southern flank. They are very capable 
partners for regional stability and counter-
terrorism. The youth are fascinated with 
American culture and want to learn English. 
That’s an opportunity I hope to make the 
most of when I’m there.

Q: In the last section, you gave a nod 
to what you’re looking to do. Is there 
anything more?

A: There are residents of Great Falls who 

Langley Alumn Is U.S. Ambassador to Algeria
Langley journalism teacher gave her confidence for international affairs.

The United States Senate recently confirmed Great Falls native and  Langley High 
School alum Elizabeth Moore Aubin as the United States Ambassador to Algeria.

Langley High School Graduation Day 
for Elizabeth Moore. The photo was 
taken on Minburn Street in Great Falls 
in 1983.

High school yearbook photo of the Saxon Scope 
staff for the Langley High School Newspaper. 
“Sadly, my eyes are closed,” says Ambassador 
Elizabeth Moore Aubin.

Career diplomat Elizabeth Aub-
in is sworn-in as U.S. Ambassa-
dor to Algeria.
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air       
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

See Langley Journalism, Page 10

Bulletin Board

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork wel-
come. Deadline is Thursday at noon, 
at least two weeks before the event. 
 
JAN. 26-27
Preschool Open House. At FB Meekins 

Cooperative Preschool, 900 Maple 
Ave. East, Vienna. 1:30-3 p.m.  
(Last Tour at 2:45 p.m.)   Learn 
about the Yellows (2s), Greens 
(older 2s/3s),

Blues (older 3s/4s), Reds (pre-K), 
and Kindergarten programs. Take 
a tour and meet the teachers and 
current families. Have any appli-
cation questions answered. Visit 
the website: www.fbmeekins.org.

 
THURSDAY/JAN. 27
Northern Virginia Cyber and IT 

Virtual Career Fair. 1-4 p.m. 
Microsoft, Amazon, General 
Dynamics, Leidos and Verisign 
are among dozens of companies 
that will participate in the Cyber 
+ IT Career Fair that the Fairfax 
County Economic Development 
Authority (FCEDA) is presenting 
to build awareness of thousands 
of open tech jobs in Northern 
Virginia. Attendees do not need 
to live in Northern Virginia to 
interview with hiring compa-
nies. Candidates can register for 
free to attend the fair at www.
workinnorthernvirginia.com/
virtual-career-fairs/.

 
FRIDAY/JAN. 28
McLean Art Society Meeting. 10 

a.m. to noon. Via Zoom. Allen 
Bentley, an expressionist local 
artist, will be the featured 
demonstrator at the meeting 
of the McLean Art Society. The 
art demonstration will start at 
11 a.m. Mr. Bentley explains 
his work as energy, passion 
and rhythm, and he utilizes 
figures in motion, pushing, 
pulling and connecting. 
Guests wishing to be included 
should contact President Anna 
Katalkina at annakatalkina@
aol.com.

FAIRFAX COUNTY 
CORONAVIRUS 
INFO CENTER 
Fairfax County Health Department 

COVID-19 webpage – www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/health/nov-
el-coronavirus

Emergency Information Blog (you 
can subscribe by email or follow 
by RSS) – www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/emergency/blog

Coronavirus (COVID-19) Call Cen-
ter – The community may call 
703-267-3511 with questions. 
The call center is open from 9 
a.m. until 9 p.m. weekdays and 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekends.

Residents may also text FFXCOVID 
to 888777 to receive updates 
from Fairfax County about 
COVID-19.

Twitter – @fairfaxcounty and @
fairfaxhealth

Facebook – www.facebook.com/
fairfaxcounty and www.face-
book.com/fairfaxcountyhealth

 

Entertainment
NOW THRU JAN. 30
Paint & Pen. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. At Jo 

Ann Gallery Reston Community 
Center, Lake Anne, 1609 Washing-
ton Plaza N, Reston. Two Artists, 
One Show with paintings by Angie 
Magruder and drawings by Bob 
Biedrzycki.  Visit the website:  
www.restoncommunitycenter.com

NOW THRU FEB. 19
New Art Exhibits. At McLean Project 

for the Arts, 1234 Ingleside Ave., 
McLean. Give and Take: Build-
ing Form (Emerson Gallery) will 
feature abstract wood sculpture 
by Emilie Benes Brzezinski, Rachel 
Rotenberg, Foon Sham, and Norma 
Schwartz, while the Atrium Gallery 
will feature Intersectional Painting: 
Works by Sheila Crider. Both exhi-
bitions run through Feb. 19, 2022.  
Visit www.mpaart.org/ or call 703-
790-1953 for gallery hours. 

NOW THRU FEB. 12
Traveling While Black: Virtual Reality 

Experience. At McLean Commu-
nity Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., 
McLean. In “Traveling While Black 
VR,” the immersion of 360° footage 
draws viewers into living history 
lessons told around a booth in 
Ben’s Chili Bowl. The Washing-
ton, D.C. restaurant has been a 
mainstay of the African American 
community since 1958, bearing 
witness to significant Civil Rights 
milestones that are woven into 
the film in powerful snippets of 
footage. The Traveling While Black 
VR experience/film was directed by 
Academy Award-winning director 
Roger Ross Williams.

JAN. 18-FEB. 1
Mah Jongg Lessons. 6:30-9:30 p.m. 

At Temple Rodef Shalom, 2100 
Westmoreland Street, Falls Church. 
Mah Jongg beginner class, Jan. 18, 
25 and

Feb. 1 6:30-9:30 p.m. $90. Send 
non-refundable check to WoTRS ,

Attention Iva Gresko, Temple Rodef 
Shalom, 2100 Westmorland St, 
Falls

Church, VA 22023. Include email ad-
dress, home address, and telephone

numbers. Check is your registration. 
Enrollment limited. Masks required.

THURSDAY/JAN. 20
Performing Arts Documentary. 1 p.m. 

At McLean Community Center, 
McLean. Learn a little about the 
performing arts through this one-
hour (or so) documentary. Safety 
permitting, join Performing Arts 
Director Sarah Schallern Treff for a 
discussion after.

JAN. 21 TO FEB. 13
”Every Brilliant Thing.” At NextStop 

Theatre, 269 Sunset Park Drive, 
Herndon. Guided by an unnamed 
narrator, the audience is drawn into 
the story of a young boy who tries 
to cure his mother’s depression 
by creating a list of all the most 
wonderful things in the world. Visit 
www.NextStopTheatre.org.

D’DAT Native American Fusion Music comes to the McLean Commu-
nity Center on Sunday, Jan. 23, 2022.
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Be a part of our: 

Wellbeing pages, the first 
week of every month. 

Delight in our HomeLifeStyle 
sections, the second week 
of every month. Peek at the 
top real estate sales, glimpse 
over-the-top remodeling 
projects, get practical 
suggestions for your home. 

Celebrate students, camps, 
schools, enrichment 
programs, colleges and 
more in our A-plus: 
Education, Learning, 
Fun pages, the third week 
of every month. 

Senior Living, fourth week 
of every month.

Questions? 
E-mail sales@connection 

newspapers.com or 
call 703-778-9431

ClassifiedClassified
To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Langley Journalism Teacher Gave Her 
Confidence for International Affairs
From Page 8

have business interests in Algeria. 
The other thing that I want to do is 
help American businesses who want 
to invest in Algeria’s diversifying 
economy. Algeria is moving out of 
simply oil and gas extraction into 
much wider manufacturing and all 
kinds of other renewables. I’ve al-
ready met with a Great Falls-based 
business that has an investment in 
Algeria.

I will continue to help span the 
economic development and diversi-
fication across the continent as well 
as continue to create jobs right here 
in the United States because that’s 
what diplomats should be doing. You need govern-
ment advocacy to help the U.S. solution, to be given 
a level playing field.

Q: Are you able to give me the Yellow Page head-
line of this company? Is it agriculture?

A: Yes, it is agriculture which is interesting because 
Algeria used to be the breadbasket of the Roman Em-
pire. There’s enormous potential for agriculture in 
that country.

Q: When you land, and you set your foot on the 
soil, what is that immediate feeling going to be?

A: It’s going to be exhilarating and exciting. And it’s 
going to be a lot warmer than it is here right now. Al-

geria is on the Mediterranean, a much 
milder climate than we’re experienc-
ing in Virginia today. I leave on Feb. 1.

Q: Are you ready to go?
A: That is always tough. No matter 

how many times I’ve moved in the For-
eign Service, it’s always hard to sort, 
put yourself in a couple of suitcases, 
most of your stuff in storage, take a 
few things with you, and just go. I’ve 
never found that to be an easy process.

Q: How long is the service assign-
ment?

A:  When you’re an ambassador, you 
serve at the pleasure of the President. 

Normally for career officers, it’s around three years.

Q: As you lift off flying out of Dulles International 
Airport, what will make tears come to your eyes 
when you look down?

A: I always leave family and friends behind. That’s 
always sad and difficult. As I get older, those I’m leav-
ing behind are also older. 

Time goes by quickly when your life is divided into 
two and three-year postings. You realize the things 
that you will miss, births, weddings, and deaths and 
all the events that happen in someone’s life with 
whom you are close. 

If you’re not geographically present, you miss some-
thing from that.

News

Ambassador Elizabeth 
Moore Aubin leaves for her 
post in Algeria on Feb. 1.
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DirectoryDirectory

Call 703-549-0004
for advertising information

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Expert Tree Work

Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE
I wouldn’t say, as a cancer patient, that I’m immu-

no-compromised, as a CNN news report today, Dec. 
24th, described us similarly-diagnosed individuals, but 
my wife certainly would. Nevertheless, as a cancer 
patient undergoing treatment, I do realize that I need to 
be vigilant, especially since I have pre-existing breathing 
issues because the thyroid cancer I have had long ago 
moved into my lungs. Moreover, to complicate matters 
more, the main side effect of the medicine that I’m tak-
ing daily to treat my thyroid cancer has as its main side 
effect: shortness of breath. Having read what I’ve just 
written, it sounds likely that if anybody is immuno-com-
promised, it’s someone who has cancerous tumors in 
their lungs and whose treatment for said tumors has as 
its primary side effect: shortness of breath. A trifecta 
of trouble when one considers that covid adversely 
impacts one’s ability to breathe.

When covid first became a thing, my wife, Dina 
wouldn’t let me out of the house. Even after we received 
our initial two vaccinations, Dina was still cautiously 
unoptimistic. I was allowed out of the house, but within 
very strict parameters. I wouldn’t say I understand 
science/medicine, but even I could see the risks of 
exposure and the likely compounded problems it would 
present for a cancer patient like me whose lungs are 
already weakened by the presence of a dozen or more 
malignant papillary thyroid cancer tumors. And whose 
body has been negatively affected (I wouldn’t say rav-
aged) by nearly 13 years of non-stop cancer treatment. 
Not exactly the most challenging host for a semi-incur-
able respiratory virus.

However, in the past three months or so since I’ve 
been boosted, I have returned to some of my pre-covid 
activities; in moderation, and always wearing a mask. I 
am out and about running errands as had been my area 
of responsibility previously. Now however, omicron has 
become the dominant variant/threat and presented a 
new level of concern even for fully vaccinated/boosted 
people like me. Though the side effects, hospitaliza-
tions and deaths seem statistically somewhat less than 
previous variants, still a cancer patient with pre-existing 
lung/breathing issues seems an attractive host. And not 
that the variant picks its targets, but its super transmissi-
bility presents challenges/fears for those whose immune 
systems have already been weakened by years of toxic 
chemotherapy. As I describe myself, I think I might be 
the poster child for this disease. If anybody presents with 
the ideal/worst-case scenario, it’s me. I can see the post-
er now: A picture of me with a black circle surrounding 
my chest with a black line diagonally across my torso.

Because, if there’s anything I understand about my 
condition, it is that my weakest link is the area where 
the virus does its most initial damage: the lungs. And 
given that one’s ability to breathe is kind of important, 
in whatever scheme of things/context one wants to 
consider, I should probably once again stay in the house 
and avoid all human contact (at least I would have five 
cats to keep me company). I mean, who’s to say/know 
really, whether a lung cancer/thyroid patient like me 
could even survive the most modest of covid symptoms. 
Which, given my medical history, it’s unlikely any symp-
toms I experienced could be described as moderate. I 
imagine if the virus found a home in my lungs, it might 
very well be, as they say in Boston: “Katie bar the door.”  
There’s probably no such thing as a moderate impact 
for a person with cancer/lung issues like me. In fact, 
if I want to be honest about my cancer/lung history, 
practically/prudently speaking, I should be disqualified 
from everything until further notice. I can’t afford to take 
a chance/risk any exposure. I have very little margin 
for error. My life would be at stake, if I understand the 
warnings/susceptibility correctly concerning someone 
with my medical condition.

I suppose if I want to live my life moving forward, 
I’ll have to utilize my sales background and pre-qualify 
any person with whom I’m possibly having contact/shar-
ing space. I’ve survived/overcome an initial “terminal” 
diagnosis of stage IV non-small cell lung cancer with a 
“13 month to two-year” prognosis to be approaching 
my 13-year anniversary come the end of February 2022. 
Given all I’ve endured in the last 13 years since I felt 
pain in my left rib cage in late December 2008, it would 
be irresponsible and stupid for me to get careless and 
throw away all I’ve been gained. This is no time to throw 
caution to the wind. Quite the contrary. 

Immuno-
Confused

By Marilyn Campbell  
The Connection  

Now in the 17th year of his career in 
information technology (IT), Eric 
Hayes wants to work toward a col-

lege degree at Northern Virginia Communi-
ty College. While he has taken a variety of 
on-the-job training courses, he believes that 
a formal education will lead to professional 
gains. Thanks to the expansion of a program 
in Virginia called Credits for Prior Learning 
Portal, Credits-
2Careers pro-
gram, he and 
other adults 
can turn life 
work experi-
ences into col-
lege credit. 

“The hours 
of course study 
will help me 
continue to 
grow in my ca-
reer field,” he 
said. “Course 
work, group 
collaboration, 
and lectures 
are a part of 
the responsibil-
ity of being an 
active IT pro-
fessional,” he 
said. “You can 
easily get left 
behind if you 
do not keep your eyes and ears open. Con-
stant change can be beneficial because it can 
quickly solve problems as well as streamline 
convoluted processes. With that being said, 
knowing about the change or even being a 
part of it is much more gratifying.” 

Adults who are interested in using work 
and life experience to earn credit at North-
ern Virginia Community College and other 
schools in the Virginia Community College 
System, can create an account on the Cred-
its2Careers website (www.credits2careers.
org) and list information such as work ex-
perience, prior training, certificates or stan-
dardized tests. This information is evaluated 
by the organization’s career advisors who 
will then let the prospective student know 
how many college credits they are eligible 
to receive.  

“This initiative is predicated on serving 
the needs of all students from various back-
grounds who have a wealth of knowledge 
and experience,” said Jenny Carter, Direc-

tor of Workforce Partnerships and Projects, 
Virginia Community College System. “Rec-
ognizing the expertise that is contained in a 
student’s background is one way of honoring 
their past efforts and meeting them where 
they are in their educational journey, in the 
arc of their career, and most importantly, 
where they are in life.” 

A grant from the Lumina Foundation, as 
part of its All Learning Counts Initiative, 
provided the funding for the expansion. Pro-
fessional development, workforce training, 

p ro fe s s iona l 
certifications, 
exams and 
standardized 
test are ex-
amples of the 
types of expe-
riences that 
students use 
to earn college 
credit while 
taking fewer 
classes, says 
Carter 

“By award-
ing credit for 
prior learning, 
students are 
able to avoid 
any redundan-
cy in training 
and save cru-
cial time and 
money,” she 
said. “Research 
has shown 

that by awarding credit for prior learning, 
students are ultimately assisted in a mean-
ingful, tangible way to accelerate their path-
way to earning a degree or licensure leading 
directly to a well-paying career. Life is full 
of rich experiences that deserve to be recog-
nized wherever they align to formal training 
outcomes.” 

This path to education is designed to cre-
ate a level playing field for those who want 
to access to higher education. “Credit for 
prior learning is one tool to ensure educa-
tion is available to all, from students with 
traditional backgrounds to those who have 
followed another path,” said Emily Jones-
Green, Virginia Community College System. 
“The greatest thing about education, knowl-
edge, skills, and capabilities is that they are 
not confined to a formal classroom. 

Having diverse life experiences enhanc-
es the classroom atmosphere and makes 
the fabric of our society and our workforce 
stronger.”

Earning College 
Credit with Work 
Experience and Training
Program expansions makes college 
degree accessible and affordable for many. 

“The greatest thing about 
education, knowledge, skills, 
and capabilities is that they 
are not confined to a formal 
classroom. Having diverse 
life experiences enhances 
the classroom atmosphere 
and makes the fabric of our 
society and our workforce 
stronger.” 

—  Jenny Carter, 
Director of Workforce Partnerships and 

Projects, Virginia Community College System.
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