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‘The Time of My Life’ Lawhorne honored for 43-year career.

Former Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, right, and Sheriff Sean Casey, sec-
ond from left, are joined by Councilwomen Alyia Gaskins and Amy 
Jackson at Lawhorne’s April 5 retirement luncheon.

Falls Church Chief of Police Mary Gavin highlights the career of 
former Sheriff Dana Lawhorne at the April 5 retirement luncheon 
in Lawhorne’s honor.

Former Sheriff Dana Lawhorne addresses the crowd at a retirement luncheon in his honor April 5 at 
First Baptist Church of Alexandria.

Dave Nye with Metropolitan Washington Airports 
Authority Chief of Police Dave Huchel.

See Lawhorne, Page 3

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

I
n the 1970s, the corner of 
Commonwealth and Luray av-
enues in Del Ray was the hang-
out of a young boy trying to 

escape a troubled home in a neigh-
borhood that was decades away 
from revitalization. On the surface 
it seemed there was no hope for 
him, but fate had other plans for 
Dana Lawhorne.

Lawhorne recently retired as 
Sheriff following 43 years in law 
enforcement and was honored at 
a luncheon attended by more than 
200 people April 5 at First Baptist 
Church of Alexandria.

“When you look back at every 
tragic event in Del Ray and Alex-
andria, ones that were so difficult 
and involved such unbearable loss, 
every single one of them, Dana 
was there for us,” said Del Ray 
community leader Gayle Reuter. 
“Dana was the steady hand, the 
shoulder to cry on, the one who al-
ways knew what to do next.”  

Reuter was one of many speak-
ers who paid tribute to Lawhorne, 
including Falls Church Chief of 
Police Mary Gavin, Federal Circuit 
Court Judge Michael Nachmanoff, 
Sheriff Sean Casey, and Lawhorne’s 
daughter Mallory Lawhorne. Un-
dersheriff Tim Gleeson, a friend of 
Lawhorne’s for 41 years, added hu-

mor to the presentation with “Five 
important things to know about 
Dana.”

“Now that he is retired, Dana 
will be spending even more time 
out in the public so we felt it nec-
essary to provide everyone with 
some advice,” said Gleeson to hu-
morous applause. “We are not nec-
essarily saying he is cheap, but be 
prepared if you get a call to join 
him for lunch or coffee.”

A native Alexandrian and grad-
uate of what is now Alexandria 
City High School, Lawhorne cred-
its John Porter, his seventh-grade 
teacher, and Police Officers Bill 
Pickle and Frank Goodwin for tak-

Sergeant Tonya Moss and Master Deputy Nora Jones check in at-
tendees for the April 5 retirement luncheon of former Sheriff Dana 
Lawhorne. heriff Sean Casey with his mother Dianne Casey.
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Lauren Bishop
L I V I N G ,  LOV I N G ,  L I S T I N G  O L D  TO W N

A  S A M P L E  O F  L A U R E N ’ S  R E C E N T  AC T I V I T Y

601 & 607 Oronoco St126 S Fairfax St
For SaleFor Sale

102 Prince St 6416 10th St
Under Contract Under Contract

112 Prince St 1824 Potomac Greens Dr
Under Contract Sold

421 Euille St
For Sale

811 Gibbon St
Sold

Lauren Bishop
LICENSED IN VA | 202.361.5079

LBISHOP@MCENEARNEY.COM | LAURENBISHOPHOMES.COM

McEnearney.com | 109 S. Pitt St, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity 
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News

From Page 1

By Michael Lee Pope
GAZETTE PACKET

F
ormer President Donald 
Trump isn’t as popular in 
Old Town Alexandria as 
the official election returns 

might lead you to believe.
According to data from the Vir-

ginia Department of Elections of 
the 2020 election, Trump won the 
City Hall precinct with 59 percent 
of the vote. It was a huge victory 
for the Republican candidate for 
president, eclipsing the perfor-
mance of Ronald Reagan in 1984 
and George H.W. Bush in 1988. 
The blowout victory was especial-
ly shocking because Trump’s 
2016 performance at the City 
Hall precinct was the worst 
showing since Barry Goldwa-
ter in 1968.

But there’s a problem with 
the data. It’s a mirage, one 
that will soon evaporate now 
that Gov. Glenn Youngkin (R) 
has signed a bill forcing elec-
tion officials to count absentee 
voters in the precinct where 
they live instead of a citywide 
at-large precinct.

“Central absentee pools are 
large and murky and very hard 
for folks to follow,” said Sen. 
David Suetterlein (R-19). “And 
so on election night it often looked 
like counties and where they were 
going on the presidential level, it 

looked like they were going one 
way when in fact there was still 
more than half the vote left to be 
counted.”

Absentee ballots have always 
been counted in a citywide at-large 
precinct, which created a data 
problem even before the pandem-

ic. For many years, Democrats have 
been more likely to vote absentee. 
That means an examination of pre-
cinct level data didn’t reflect a fully 

accurate view of neighborhood 
political dynamics. Then the 
pandemic caused an explosion 
of absentee voting, and the pre-
cinct level data became almost 
useless. Efforts to require ab-
sentee ballots be counted at the 
precinct level were met with 
opposition from registrars who 
said it would be too complicat-
ed or too expensive.

But it’s not just a problem for 
historians digging through elec-
tion returns or candidates try-
ing to figure out which neigh-
borhood to target. For people 
eager to cast doubt on the in-
tegrity of elections, it’s a way 

to deny the outcome of an election 
and undermine democracy. That 
phenomenon was on full display in 
2020, when Trump falsely declared 

Election Mirage Evaporates
Governor signs 
bill to improve 
election returns 
at the precinct 
level.

“Data breeds 
confidence. And s
o as voters see and 
understand how 
trends happen, it 
helps build confidence 
in the system.”

— Alexandria Mayor Justin Wilson

victory in the early morning hours 
after the election and then engaged 
in a campaign of lies to overturn 
the results of the election.

The former president was able 
to exploit this flaw in the system 
because of a phenomenon known 
as “election mirages,” early pre-
cincts giving an indication that 
momentum is heading in one di-
rection when the massive at-large 
precinct has yet to report. That’s 
exactly what happened on election 
night in 2020, when many Demo-
crats were freaking out over early 
returns showing Trump perform-
ing well in Alexandria.

“As the precinct totals start-
ed coming in, I was just getting 
these panicked texts from people. 
And I said, ‘People, chill out. Calm 
down,’” said Alexandria Mayor Jus-
tin Wilson. “People are freaking out 
and there’s still two thirds of the 
vote that we don’t know yet.”

As the popularity of absentee 

Lawhorne Honored for 43-year Career
ing him under their wings and pro-
viding much-needed guidance and 
mentorship.

“My mom struggled with her 
mental and emotional wellbeing 
which resulted in alcoholism,” 
Lawhorne told the attendees. “We 
never knew when or how long the 
drinking binges would last.”

Lawhorne admits that by eighth 
grade, he hated school and “just 
about everything else.”

But that changed in 1972 when 
his eighth-grade teacher, Jack Es-
formes, invited the police into the 
classroom on a weekly basis. When 
a new ride-along program was an-
nounced, Esformes insisted Law-
horne go.

“So one snowy Friday night in 
March of 1972, I spent eight hours 
in a police car, and I fell in love 
with it,” Lawhorne said. “I thought 
to myself, ‘I can do that, there’s my 
chance.’”

The trajectory of Lawhorne’s ca-
reer included 27 years with the Al-
exandria Police Department before 
being sworn in as Sheriff in 2006. 
He retired as Sheriff in December 
of 2021.

“The decision to retire was an 
emotional one for me and my 
family because public service was 
a part of who we are,” Lawhorne 
said . “I squeaked out of high 
school and had to wait three years 
to become a cop. It was during 
this time I met Linda and now you 

know the rest of the story. Stand-
ing on the corner at the age of 14 
led me to meeting the love of my 
life, a wonderful family, and all of 
you. There is hope even when you 
don’t know it.”

Lawhorne said that being the 
Sheriff of the city where he grew 
up was a dream he had since he 
was a kid. His final remarks were 
saved for his wife and daughters.

“Family has always been my 
number one priority,” Lawhorne 
said. “Every day, in big ways and 
small, I had the benefit of being 
loved by a wonderful wife and 
wonderful children. I am lucky and 
blessed with Linda, Megan, Chris-
tine, and Mallory, two son-in-laws, 
Aiden and Adam, and our grand-

children Ryan and Harper.”
A park bench will be dedicated 

to Lawhorne at the intersection of 
Commonwealth and Braddock, just 
a few blocks from where he hung 
out as a kid. It will include the 
name of his childhood friend and 
Del Ray community member Tom-
my K., who died in 2018. A schol-
arship is also being established in 
Lawhorne’s name through the Al-
exandria Scholarship Fund.

Lawhorne closed his remarks 
with a reference to an episode 
from his favorite TV program, the 
Andy Griffith Show.

“I never took my oath lightly,” 
Lawhorne said. “With the oath 
came a badge and a promise to 
protect and serve the people and 

I often find myself thinking about 
an episode of Andy Griffith.

“Barney Fife approached two 
men who were breaking the law 
and they dared him to do some-
thing about it. He would not back 
down, saying, ‘you are both big-
ger than me and can easily over-
power me. But do you see this 
badge? This badge represents the 
people, who are a lot bigger than 
you.’”

To a standing ovation Law-
horne said, “It has been my honor 
to wear the badge that represents 
the people. It is your authori-
ty, your power, your badge, not 
mine. You are bigger than me and 
I never lost sight of that. I have 
had the time of my life.”

voting increased over recent years, 
the value of precinct-level data suf-
fered. After the pandemic caused 
voters to consider safety protocols, 
80 percent of Alexandria voters 
cast an absentee vote instead of 
going to the polls on election day. 
That means the vast majority of 
votes were not recorded in the pre-
cincts where voters actually live, 
giving a funhouse mirror view of 
precinct returns that was distorted 
by the political persuasion of peo-
ple who chose to show up at their 
local precincts on Election Day 
rather than vote absentee. Now 
that bad data will be corrected for 
the November general election.

“Data breeds confidence,” said 
Wilson. “And so as voters see and 
understand how trends happen, it 
helps build confidence in the sys-
tem.”

For Democrats, the new law is a 
way to prevent Republicans from 
using early returns to foster doubt 
in election returns. For some Re-
publicans, it’s a way to combat the 
growing mistrust in the system by 
showing the integrity of election 
results in real time. Suetterlein, 
who introduced the bill that’s now 
a law, was one of six Republican 
senators brave enough to vote 
against a budget amendment that 
would have spent $70 million to 
audit the 2020 election. Most Re-
publican senators either voted for 
it or took a walk and failed to be 
recorded as supporting or oppos-
ing a $70 million audit.

“There’s a lot of things we can 
do to restore confidence in elec-
tions,” said Suetterlein. “But this, 
more than anything else, we can 
do so folks can clearly see the elec-
tion results reflect the reality of the 
votes being cast in their communi-
ty and in other communities across 
the commonwealth.”
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Obituary

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

R
ob Kaufman, a developer 
known for his detailed 
restoration of historic 
properties across the city, 

died April 8 after a year-long battle 
with pancreatic cancer. He was 71.

“Dad fought a long and hard 
battle but unfortunately didn’t 
end up winning,” said Kaufman’s 
daughter Jennifer Kaufman Walk-
er. “Pancreatic cancer is a silent 
killer. The signs are very minimal 
and if we had known, perhaps he 
could have survived.”

Kaufman was the founder and 
president of PMA Properties, which 
for more than 40 years specialized 
in the rehabilitation of unique his-
torical buildings, converting them 
for commercial, residential and 
corporate use.

“Anyone who knew Rob would 
have a hard time describing what 
an impact he had on Alexandria,” 
said longtime friend Cal Simmons. 
“He was such an unassuming guy. 
We have a lot of public people in 
our community doing great things 
but Rob was very much under the 
radar yet had a huge impact.”

Robert John Kaufman was born 
May 11, 1950, in Kitchener, Ontar-
io, one of four children born to the 
late Robert Walter and Elizabeth 
Churchill Kaufman. While still in 
his teens, Kaufman left school to 
begin his career in Canada. He 
built and developed several hun-
dred homes across three Canadian 
cities before moving his family to 
Alexandria in the 1980s.

“Dad left school in 10th or 11th 
grade,” Walker said. “His family 

owned a lumber company and rub-
ber company so he was born into 
a family of entrepreneurs. He had 
this tremendous drive and passion 
for history and building and edu-
cated himself throughout his life. 
He always told me, ‘You can achieve 
what your mind can perceive.’”

Kaufman was known for the me-
ticulous detail in his restoration 
projects, including the restoration 
of the Old Town Theater on King 
Street. Now home to outdoor 
clothing company Patagonia, PMA 
Properties purchased the 1914 
building in 2011 for $2 million. 
Under pressure from the commu-
nity to save the historic theater, 
Kaufman restored the property 
with the intent to maintain it as an 
entertainment venue. The late Jef-
frey Yates bought it from Kaufman 
in 2015 to run as a theater with 
Asana Partners acquiring the space 
in 2018 after Yates died.

While the project did not sur-
vive as an entertainment space, 
Kaufman was honored by the His-
toric Alexandria Foundation in 

2013 for his preservation of the 
building.

“Rob had a portfolio of 26 to 28 
commercial properties, and he re-
furbished all of them,” said friend 
and business leader Charlotte Hall. 
“He transformed not only lower 
King Street but also upper King 
Street. Talk about a commitment 
to your community. His commit-
ment to his family was number one 
but his commitment to Alexandria 
was second to none.”

Known for his optimistic outlook 
in life – PMA Properties stands for 
Positive Mental Attitude – Kaufman 
obtained his pilot’s license, became 
a champion tennis player, did radio 
voiceovers and completed sailing 
training through the Naval Acade-
my before journeying over 10,000 
miles from the Caribbean to north-
eastern Canada. In addition to his 
many awards and recognitions, 
Kaufman was named one of Wash-
ington’s Millennium Leaders and 

his portrait hangs in the Martin 
Luther King Jr. Memorial Library.

“Dad always kept his story close 
to his heart,” Walker said. “He 
turned down a nomination for Liv-
ing Legends – he was very modest 
in that sense. As a father he set 
a very high bar, allowing me to 
stumble and make mistakes then 
support me as I worked through 
them. As a grandfather he was in-
credible to watch, saying that he 
never knew how much joy being a 
grandparent could bring.”

Simmons echoed Kaufman’s op-
timism.

“Even when Rob was first diag-
nosed with cancer, he had one of 
the most positive outlooks I could 
imagine,” Simmons said. “That 
was stunning to me. He was going 
to fight it in every way he could 
but he also went about living his 
life as best he could.”

In addition to his daughter, 
Kaufman is survived by his wife of 

Rob Kaufman Business leader, developer dies at 71.

Rob Kaufman, developer and 
business leader, died April 8 at 
the age of 71.

Rob Kaufman, shown with his wife Karen, was recognized at the 
2013 Historic Alexandria Foundation Garden Party for the resto-
ration of the Old Town Theatre.

45 years, Karen, son-in-law, Ryan 
Walker, and two grandchildren, 
Josephine Emma (Joie) and Gun-
nar Robert. He is also survived 
by his brother-in-law, Robert J. 
Chapeskie, brothers Peter and Da-
vid Kaufman and their families, 
and extended family members and 
friends. He was preceded in death 
by his sister, Maryjane Kaufman 
Riddell, and brother-in-law, Doug 
Riddell of Canada.

Services will be private. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to 
the Pancreatic Cancer Action Net-
work. www.pancan.org

“Rob was an unbelievable asset 
to Alexandria,” Simmons said. “I 
wish we had more citizens in our 
neighborhood like Rob.”

Added Walker, “While there is a 
deep hearted sadness, knowing that 
other people are grieving with me 
helps me not feel so alone. There 
is such a warmth knowing that he 
touched as many lives as he did.”

Rob Kaufman and his wife Karen with daughter Jennifer Walker 
and grandchildren Josephine and Gunnar.

Rob Kaufman, second from left, with wife Karen, daughter Jennifer, son-in-law Ryan Walker, brother-in-
law Robert Chapeskie and grandchildren Josephine and Gunnar Walker at the beach in late summer 2021.

Rob Kaufman walks daughter 
Jennifer down the aisle at her 
wedding in 2018.
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With Potomac river views from nearly every room plus a boat slip, 2 Wolfe Street offers a rare 

waterfront lifestyle opportunity in the heart of Old Town Alexandria.  The flexible floor plan allows 

for a variety of entertaining and day-to-day life-style options. There is plenty of room to host 

large groups, and the home is equally suited for intimate gatherings of just a few friends. Imagine 

weekend boat rides with friends and family, hosting dinner at home while enjoying the river views, 

strolling along the waterfront or enjoying dinner at one of dozens of neighboring restaurants.  In 

the morning wake up to picturesque sunrises and in the evening enjoy the view of the colorful lights 

and occasional fireworks across the river at National Harbor.  A 35-foot boat slip, over-sized 2-car 

garage plus driveway for two additional cars, abundant storage, 4 fireplaces, wood-paneled library 

and living room, top-of-the line sound system throughout and many more custom upgrades are 

included. Enjoy Old Town living all in close proximity to Ronald Reagan National Airport, Amazon’s 

HQ2, The Capitol, White House and all Washington D.C. has to offer.

Rare waterfront opportunity in Old Town

Heather Corey

+1 703 989 1183 

hcorey@ttrsir.com  

Alexandria Brokerage

400 South Washington Street

Alexandria, VA

©2021 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

2  W O L F E  ST R E E T  A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA  2 2 3 14  |  $  3 , 9 9 5 ,0 0 0
3  B E D S  |  3  F U L L B AT H S ,  2  H A L F  B AT H S  |  4 ,6 8 5  S Q  F T
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T
he state historical mark-
er of Alexandria Basket-
ball legend Earl Lloyd is 
a magnificent addition 

to our heritage. As a youngster in 
the 1950’s, I fondly recall marvel-
ing at Lloyd on our 12” television 
set guarding the opponents best 
“big man”, gathering rebounds, 
and setting picks for scorers Dolph 

Schayes and Paul 
Seymour.

Surp r i s ing l y 
with its extraor-
dinarily rich bas-

ketball tradition, Alexandria has 
only produced 2 public high school 
athletes who succeeded in the Na-
tional Basketball Association: Earl 
Lloyd and the late 5’9” Mike Heisley.

(Alexandria Boys & Girls Club 
and DeMatha alumnus Keith Bo-
gans would be a likely 3rd, but his 
family moved from the City.)

Heisley, whose basketball career 
peaked as a member of St. Rita’s 
CYO State Championship team of 
1951, wasn’t much as a player, but 
he was memorable as still the only 
Alexandria owner of a rare and 
costly NBA franchise.

Heisley who grew up in the grit-
ty section of Del Ray near the rail-
road tracks is unknown to many, 
but was a 1955 GW High School 
athlete who attended Georgetown 
University on scholarship as a 
bright student from a low income 
family and worked various part-
time jobs continuously to make 
ends meet. His family of 7 lived in 
a 2 bedroom row house without 
an automobile and the closest he 
came to the Belle Haven Country 
Club was as a caddie.

Subsequently, he made his 
teachers at GW and his professors 
at Georgetown proud, as he ap-

plied his educational experiences 
to achieve extraordinary success in 
business and ultimately purchase 
the Vancouver Grizzlies for $110 
million. This made Heisley the only 
Alexandrian to ever join this elite 
owners group. He later moved the 
team to Memphis, invested $25 
million in the ability of NBA leg-
end Jerry West to turnaround the 
franchise, and celebrated along 
with the citizens of Memphis, as 
his previously dysfunctional team 
quickly became a consistent play-
off contender.

While Mike did not play in the 
NBA, perhaps his GWHS education 
and his business acumen manifest-
ed by his later selling the team for 
$350 million warrants a state his-
toric marker as well.

Heisley’s extraordinary accom-
plishments in business and charita-
ble endeavors are noteworthy and 

testimony to the results possible 
with an Alexandria public school 
education; for example, he donat-
ed his leadership and $175,000 to 
spearhead the development of Al-
exandria’s Vietnam War Memorial.

If not a state historical marker, 
at least being selected to join Earl 
Lloyd in Alexandria’s Public High 
School Athletic Hall of Fame which 
has failed to select him during 
the past 5 years. Perhaps making 
one’s foul shots is deemed to be 
more significant by the Selection 
Committee than turning an NBA 
franchise into a consistent play-
off contender which gained $240 
million in market value during his 
stewardship.

Let’s recognize career accom-
plishments outside of playing abil-
ity in athletics.

Jerry File
Alexandria, Va.

How About Mike Heisley?

By Eden Brown  
The Gazette

Despite the long lines to get 
in and the muddy parking 
lot and fields, the River 

Farm Spring Garden Fair was as 
popular as always, drawing visi-
tors from Rockville as well as those 
who live right across the parkway.  
Most of those who came said, “I 
wouldn’t miss it. Been coming for 
many years.” And all of them said 
they were relieved that River Farm 
would remain the refuge it has 
been for residents. 

River Farm Hosts Alexandria’s Spring Garden Market
American Horti-
cultural Society 
event heralds 
growing season

Marie Carlson, age 4, who lives near the farm, 
helped her mother pick out plants for the 
garden and enjoyed meeting a poodle named 
Strawberry while she was enjoying the sunshine 
and festive atmosphere. 

Several farms came to the event, like this one near 
Warrenton. 

River Farm and its 
wide open spaces 
were almost lost to 
residents when de-
velopers threatened 
to turn the historic 
property into luxury 
houses. Many came 
to the event just to 
support the River 
Farm as a piece of 
history worth pre-
serving. 

PhotoS by Eden Brown
The Gazette
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Now Open
Potomac Yard 

Spring on low prices! 

Potomac Yard Center 
3901 Richmond Hwy
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Hours: Mon– Sat: 9am to 10pm
Sun: 9am to 8pm
571-257-2168

Potomac Yard Center
3901 Richmond Hwy
Alexandria, VA 22305

  POTOMAC YARD

Now Open! Prices and coupon valid 4/13/2022 - 4/24/2022 Prices may vary by location. 
Rebate offers vary. While supplies last. Limit one offer per transaction. Rebate offers 
valid in-store only, see store for details. Total Wine & More is not responsible for 
typographical errors, human error or supplier price increases. We reserve the 
right to limit quantities. Loyalty points not redeemable on gift cards, classes, 
tastings, deposits, rentals and ice. Total Wine & More is a registered trademark 
of RSSI. © 2022 Retail Services & Systems, Inc. All rights reserved. Please drink 
responsibly. Use a designated driver.

VISIT TOTALWINE.COM 
FOR DELIVERY AND 
IN-STORE PICK UPALSO VISIT US IN

BALLSTON
LANDMARK
SPRINGFIELD
MCLEAN
FAIRFAX
STERLING

RESTON
CHANTILLY
MANASSAS 
LEESBURG
GAINESVILLE 
FREDERICKSBURG

DOWNLOAD 
OUR AWARD-
WINNING APP

10% Off Wine
Excludes items with prices ending in 7. Cannot be combined with any other Total Wine & More WINE Coupon 
or Case Discount. Coupon valid in the Potomac Yard, VA location only. Not valid on previous purchases. Limit 
one online code per customer. Offer valid 4/13/2022 - 4/24/2022. Valid in-store, on the Total Wine app or at 
TotalWine.com. For in-store purchases, must present coupon at time of purchase. One-time-use coupon.

40000007065   

40000007065   

ONLINE CODE 7065WINERY DIRECT® COUPON  |  Valid 4/13/2022 - 4/24/2022

Save 10% on 750ml and 1.5L Winery Direct® Wines.

* No further discount available.

90
BEVERAGE 

DYNAMICS 

Meiomi Pinot 
Noir California 
750ml

15.97

3 FOR $33*
Buttercream 
Chardonnay 
California 750ml

11.00
WHEN YOU BUY 3
14.99

Kim Crawford 
Sauvignon 
Blanc New 
Zealand 750ml

11.47

La Vostra 
Prosecco 
Italy 750ml

10.34
W/COUPON
11.49

Port City 
Monumental 
IPA 6-12oz btls

8.99

Devils 
Backbone 
Vienna Lager 
12-12oz btls

15.99
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See Calendar, Page 9

M
etroStage artists will return to 
the stage in a Spring Cabaret 
series to be held at the Lyceum 
on South Washington Street.

“While the new theatre is under construc-
tion, this cabaret series allows us to show-
case great artists who appear on our stage 
in this cabaret setting” said MetroStage Pro-
ducing Artistic Director Carolyn Griffin.

April 19 at 7:30 pm   
Roz White will perform with Steve 

Washington in Songbirds & Troubadours: 
A Toast to the Legends, featuring the mu-
sic of Billy Eckstine, Shirley Horn, Nat 
King Cole, Nancy Wilson and many more.                                                                                    
All tickets $25. www.eventbrite.com/e/a-
cabaret-with-roz-white-and-steve-washing-
ton-tickets-310800963047

May 17 at 7:30 pm                                                                       
Yvette Spears will bring New Orleans to 

Alexandria with her cabaret entitled My 
Creole Love Call, a spirited musical featur-
ing the music of Louis Armstrong, Mahalia 
Jackson, Billie Holiday and Duke Ellington. 
All tickets $25. www.eventbrite.com/e/a-
metrostage-cabaret-with-yvette-spears-tick-
ets-312069086037

William Knowles is the music director/pi-
anist for both cabarets and will be accompa-
nied by Mark Saltman, bass; Greg Holloway, 
drum; and David Cole, guitar. 

www.metrostage.org

MetroStage at the Lyceum
Roz White, Yvette 
Spears return in 
cabaret series.

MetroStage favorites Roz White and Yvette Spears will headline a cabaret series at the Lyceum April 19 and May 17.

P
h
o

to
 c

o
n

tr
ibu

ted

NOW THRU MAY 5
Solo Art Exhibition. 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m. At Art & Framing, 694 
N. St. Asaph St., Alexandria. 
Art & Framing will be home 
to the exhibition “Works from 
Nature’s Jewel Tones:  Paint-
ings by Kathleen Callery.  The 
show features 20 of Callery’s 
works. The jewel tones found 
in nature have been the main 
inspiration for these paint-
ings--Kathleen Callery.

NOW THRU APRIL 17
Forces Fleeting. At The Athenaeum 

Gallery, Alexandria. Opening 
Reception, Sunday, March 13, 4 
— 6 p.m. Artist Talk, Saturday, 
April 9 at 2 p.m. Forces Fleet-
ing is a mixed-media exhibition 
of new works by artists Nikki 
Brugnoli and Anne C. Smith, 
in the first joint installation by 
the two longtime friends and 
collaborators. In very different 
ways, both women explore 
the transformative power of 
landscape, with Brugnoli’s 
gestural screenprint drawings 
on mylar and wood panels and 
Smith’s dark pencil drawings 
on stained linen.  

NOW THRU APRIL 30
Second Life Exhibit.  6 p.m. Thursday, 

Saturday, and Sunday; 9 p.m. 
Friday. At Del Ray Artisans gallery 
in the Colasanto Center, 2704 
Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria. 
The “Second Life” exhibit features 
art made with recycled materials. 
Workshops and events are also 
scheduled throughout the month. 
Details: delrayartisans.org/calen-
dar/#event=second-life

NOW THRU JUNE 5
”SeeWorthy” Exhibit. At Torpedo Fac-

tory Art Center, 105 North Union 
Street, Studio #9, Alexandria. 
View ship construction through 
the eyes of maritime archaeolo-
gists in SeeWorthy, a new exhibit 
from Alexandria Archaeology 
highlighting the technology used 
to digitally reconstruct historic 
vessels. Recent development along 
the waterfront has led to signifi-
cant discoveries by archaeologists, 
including the remains of four 
historic ships. These remnants 
have been laser scanned to create 
models showing what they would 
have looked like in the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries.

NOW THRU MAY 1
Cherry Blossom Exhibition. At the 

Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union Street, Alexan-
dria. Art lovers are encouraged 
to stop by the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center throughout April 
to view floral art displayed on 
all three floors. Participating 
artists will display their most 
colorful spring and cherry-blos-
som-inspired works in their 
studios from Saturday, April 2 
until Sunday, May 1. Torpedo 
Factory Art Center is open 
Wednesday through Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Masks 
are required for all visitors re-
gardless of vaccination status. 
Visit torpedofactory.org.

NOW THRU JUNE 12
MVUC Greenhouse Plant Sale. 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. Weekends only.  
At Mount Vernon Unitarian 
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane, 
Alexandria. The Annual Spring 
Plant Sale at the MVUC Green-
house opens April 2 and 3, 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m., weekends only. 
They have a variety of vege-

Calendar

Old Town Alexandria’s annual Historic Garden Week tour takes 
place Saturday, April 23 in Alexandria.
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By Hope Nelson
Gazette Packet

New locations, soft launches of old 
favorites, and an event to find your 
new best friend? It’s a busy month 

in Alexandria’s food and drink scene. Here’s 
the rundown.

Hank’s Oyster Bar 
Opens in New Location

The beloved Hank’s Oyster Bar has opened 
at 818 N. St. Asaph St., the digs most re-

cently occupied by its sister 
restaurant, Hank & Mitzi’s. 
The décor is quintessentially 

Hank’s, taking cues from its former location 
on King Street and melding with new styles. 
And don’t miss the rooftop patio – a perfect 
place for a nosh and a drink as spring (final-
ly) warms up.

Lavender Moon Cupcakery 
Launches Soft Opening

Sweet days are here again: After a lengthy 

closure, Lavender Moon Cupcakery has qui-
etly opened its doors again at 116 S. Roy-
al St. The cupcake shop will operate in a 
soft-opening phase throughout April (and 
is also currently hiring staff). Looking to get 
your carb fix? Be sure to call the shop (703-
683-0588) or check social media before 
heading over to ensure they haven’t sold out.

Pet Adoption Event 
at Port City Brewing, April 23

Port City is joining forces with The Little 
Black Dog animal rescue organization to 
host an adoption event on site beginning at 
1 p.m. on Saturday, April 23. Come have a 
pint, pet a dog and maybe even find your 
new best friend. Look for the adoption event 
at the brewery’s outdoor space (the inside 
will be open per usual). 3950 Wheeler Ave.

Hope Nelson is the author of “Classic Restau-
rants of Alexandria” and owns the Kitchen Reces-
sionista blog, located at www.kitchenrecessionis-
ta.com. Email her any time at

hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Rooftop dining area for Hank’s Oyster Bar.

Off the Menu: 
Restaurant News and Notes

Appetite

Calendar

tables and flowers for sale again this year.  
Lots of regular and heirloom tomatoes and 
not-too-hot peppers (more than 20 different 
varieties) as well as some of your favorite pe-
rennials, annuals, and herbs. Visit the lovely, 
old greenhouse and buy some new plants for 
your spring garden. 

THURSDAY/APRIL 14
From A to Z: Arias to Zarzuela. 5 p.m. and 6:30 

p.m. At The Rectory on Princess Street, 711 
Princess Street, Alexandria. Judy Yannini, 
soprano, Emily Baltzer, piano co-presented 
with IN Series an artist fast on the rise, Mex-
ican soprano Judy Yannini makes her Secret 
Garden debut in an incandescent program of 
selections from vibrant zarzuelas and beloved 
operas, presented in partnership with IN 
Series. Visit www.classicalmovements.com.

SATURDAY/APRIL 16
MVT50 Anniversary Celebration. 10 a.m. to 1 

p.m. At Daingerfield Island, 1 Marina Drive, 
Alexandria.  Mount Vernon Trail 50th Anni-
versary Celebration

Please join the Friends of the Mount Vernon Trail 
in celebrating five

decades of natural beauty, community partner-
ship, and stewardship of one

of the Washington area’s great public resources.  
Visit the website: https://mountvernontrail.
org/mvt50/

SATURDAY/APRIL 16
Friendship Firehouse Open. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. At 

the Friendship Firehouse Museum, Alexan-
dria. Admission is $2, free for Alexandria res-
idents. While supplies last, younger visitors 
will receive a free fire hat and a take-away 
bag of fun activities.
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Colonel Don Schofield, Commander and ConductorColonel Don Schofield, Commander and Conductor

THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE BAND
WA S H I N G TO N ,  D . C .

FREE CONCER T!
2022

THURSDAY, APRIL 28 
AT 7:30 P.M.

GRAMMY AWARD-WINNING 
COMPOSER AND CONDUCTOR

Eric WhitacreEric Whitacre

FREE tickets: 
usafband.eventbrite.comusafband.eventbrite.com

Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall and Arts Center
Northern Virginia Community College,

Alexandria Campus

Entertainment

Hooray for Books! in Old 
Town will sponsor Mys-
tery Book Weekend on 

Saturday and Sunday, April 23 
and 24, with local authors dis-
cussing their mystery, thrillers, 
and suspense novels on both days 
at the beloved bookstore located 
at 1555 King Street. 

“It’s time to visit a bookstore 
and stock up on summer read-
ing,” said Ellen Klein, owner and 
operator of Hooray for Books! 
since its opening in 2008. 

“Mysteries are one of the most 
popular genres for readers of 
all ages and I’m thrilled to have 
these wonderful authors at the 
store,” said Klein.

On Saturday, from 
1 to 3 p.m., Mount 
Vernon author John 
Adam Wasowicz will 
sign copies of his 
popular four-book 
Old Town mystery 
series featuring 
‘Daingerfield Island’ 
and ‘Slaters Lane.’ 
He will also discuss 
the forthcoming 
‘Gadsby’s Corner,’ 
due out this summer. 

Hooray for Books! Mystery Book Weekend

Alexandria’s beloved bookstore Hooray for 
Books! with its classic logo at 1555 King 

Street in the heart of Old Town. 
John A. Wasowicz 
is one of five local 
authors who will 
participate in Mystery 
Weekend! at Hooray 
for Books! in Old 
Town on the weekend 
of April 23-24.

On Sunday, from 3 to 4 p.m., 
authors Lane Stone, M.A. Mon-
nin, Connie Berry, and Tina de-
Bellegarde will discuss their mys-
teries. 

The theme of their panel is 
‘Amateur Sleuths and the World 
of Art and Artifacts.’
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See Specialized Care, Page 14

Y O U  D O N ' T  W A N T  T O  M I S S  T H I S
C E L E B R A T I O N  O F  T H E  B U S I N E S S
C O M M U N I T Y !

P R E S E N T E D  B Y  
N A T I O N A L  I N D U S T R I E S  F O R  T H E  B L I N D

T U E S D A Y ,  A P R I L  1 9  |  6 - 9 P M

G E T  Y O U R  T I C K E T S  N O W  A T
T H E C H A M B E R A L X . C O M

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

By Barbara S. Moffet
Animal Welfare League 

of Alexandria

A 10-month-old cream-col-
ored Himalayan cat trans-
ferred to the Animal Wel-

fare League of Alexandria (AWLA) 
was friendly and beautiful – but 
not quite ready for adoption. The 
AWLA’s veterinary team discovered 
that, besides needing to be spayed, 
Lyla was experiencing an umbilical 
hernia that would require surgery.

Lyla didn’t have to go far to 
get the help she needed. She was 
moved to a specially outfitted van 
known as Waggin’ Wheels now lo-
cated on the AWLA grounds, where 
both surgeries were carried out by 
the AWLA’s staff veterinarian with 
the assistance of staff technicians. 
The surgeries took place in ear-
ly March, just a month shy of the 
van’s first anniversary.

“We’re now doing a large per-
centage of our surgeries in house 

– routine procedures such as spay/
neuter and dental cleanings when-
ever they’re needed – and also 
some of the more complex proce-
dures such as mass removals and 
hernia repairs,” said AWLA Direc-
tor of Veterinary and Foster Care 
Arianne Killen, who oversees the 
surgery schedule. Other surgery 
cases continue to be sent to the 
AWLA’s outside veterinary part-
ners. 

Besides serving as an operating 
theater, Waggin’ Wheels travels — 
to events such as the AWLA’s Pets 
& People Community Wellness 
Events, providing a safe and well-
equipped space for animals to re-
ceive vaccinations and other care. 
And when the van really gets roll-
ing, it will also serve as a portable 
adoption center, ferrying animals 
around town to meet potential 
adopters.

It’s just one way the AWLA goes 
the extra mile to provide outstand-

Specialized Care All in 
Day’s Work at Animal Shelter
Some animals share offices with staff, 
undergo needed surgeries on site.
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Robert Kaufman, 71, of Alexandria, Virginia, passed away on 
April 8th, 2022. 
Many people appreciated Rob for his entrepreneurial acu-
men and many talents, as he was well known and respected 
throughout the city. However, business was only a tiny part of 
who he was.  
Rob was a man with various talents and a personality that 
would always leave a lasting impression. Many would remem-
ber him for his love of cigars, man bags, fountain pens, boating, 
photography, travel, conversation, fine scotch, and of course, 
his rather loud collection of cars. Rob’s humor (those closest 
to him recognized humor was to cover for his shyness), conta-
gious smile and legendary shoulder squeeze when he greeted 
you, as well as his willingness to mentor friends and strangers, brightened the days of many 
people. He was known for his unrelenting optimism and positive attitude, his undeniable 
loyalty, his approachable, open-minded, and judgment-free character, authenticity, and 
business sense. Rob had an eye for detail and often saw what could be when most only 
saw what was; never to be discouraged when confronted with an obstacle.  
Rob, the son of the late Robert Walter and Elizabeth Churchill Kaufman (Clark), of Kitchener, 
Ontario. He is survived by his loving wife, Karen, his daughter, Jennifer Elizabeth Kaufman 
Walker, son-in-law, Ryan Walker, and two grandchildren, Josephine Emma (Joie) and Gun-
nar Robert, who were the light of his life. He is also survived by his brother-in-law, of Alexan-
dria, Virginia, Robert J. Chapeskie, his brothers, Peter and David Kaufman and their families, 
along with countless extended family members and lifelong friends. He was preceded in 
death by his sister, Maryjane Kaufman Riddell, and brother-in-law, Doug Riddell of Canada. 
Rob was born on May 11 in Kitchener, Ontario. He left school early to travel the world and 
make his own way in business. While still in his teens, he began his career in Canada, 
developing land and building several hundred homes across three Canadian cities. In the 
1980s, Rob moved his wife and daughter to the United States, making their forever home 
in Alexandria, Virginia. As Mister Renovator continued to grow across Canada and Virginia, 
Rob created PMA Builders (standing for Positive Mental Attitude), where he continued as a 
builder/developer. Years later, PMA Properties was established, and Rob began to refurbish 
and oversee numerous buildings in Alexandria’s Old Town and Del Ray areas. Rob’s love 
for the restoration process, his keen eye, and his respect for history enabled him to make a 
lasting impression on the Alexandria area.  
In his 71 years, Rob achieved remarkable things, from obtaining his pilot’s license, being a 
champion tennis player, doing voiceovers on radio, and even completing training through 
the Naval Academy for sailing - journeying over 10,000 miles, from deep in the Caribbean 
to the northeastern reaches of Canada. Over the years, Rob has received several awards 
and recognitions, even being named one of Washington’s Millennium Leaders, and has his 
portrait in Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library. 
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Support Ukraine with 
Alexandria Offerings

Many are looking for ways to help 
the Ukrainian people as they face a 
devastating humanitarian crisis, with 
some 5 million people expected to 
flee the country due to war. 

Many Alexandria businesses have 
created special offerings and invite 
you to join our community in show-
ing your support. Alexandria City 
Hall and the George Washington 
Masonic National Memorial are both 
featuring blue and yellow lighting in 
a show of support for Ukraine.

Events
Creatives for a Cause: An Art Exhi-

bition for Ukraine
Thursday, April 28, 2022, from 

5:30 to 7:30 p.m.
Presented by Lorien Hotel and 

Spa, 1600 King Street
Tickets: $20 via EventBrite
Join Lorien Hotel and Spa for an 

art exhibition featuring local Made 
in ALX artists and a one-hour per-
formance by Tik Tok Star & Cellist 
Andrew Savoia. A $20 entry fee and 
a portion of all art purchases will be 
donated to the Ukrainian Crisis Fund 
via Care.org. The $20 entry fee in-
cludes: The art exhibition (with op-
tion to purchase art), complimentary 
wine, classical music entertainment 
and the opportunity to win a $300 
gift card to Lorien’s award-winning 
spa. For those that wish to dine at 
Brabo on April 28th, a portion of 
all meals will also be donated to the 
Ukrainian Crisis Fund.

Special Offerings
Please check with each business 

to confirm the details and dates of 
these offerings:

HomeGrown Restaurant Group 
(Pork Barrel BBQ, Sweet Fire Don-
na’s, Tequila & Taco, Holy Cow, 
Whiskey & Oyster): To support 
José Andrés and his efforts with 
World Central Kitchen, Home-
Grown Restaurant Group donated 
$10,000. In addition, HGR teamed 
up with Port City Brewing Company 
to encourage customers to match its 
$10K donation. Customers can buy 
a Beach Drive beer from Port City at 
Pork Barrel BBQ, Whiskey & Oyster, 
Sweet Fire Donna’s & Tequila and 
Taco. The full $10 sale of this pint 
glass of beer will be donated to the 
World Central Kitchen.

Hooray for Books!: Hooray for 
Books! is donating 20% of all pro-
ceeds from the sale of Summer Kitch-
ens: Recipes and Reminiscences from 
Every Corner of Ukraine, by Olia 
Hercules, to the UN World Food Pro-
gramme in support of Ukraine refu-
gees. So far, Hooray for Books! has 
donated more than $158 in honor of 
its customers. This is a lovely cook-
book, so come get your copy today!

Kyo Gallery: Kyo Gallery supports 
peace in Ukraine and all gallery prof-
its for any artwork sold at our gallery 
and online at kyogallery.com will 
be donated evenly to both UNICEF 
Ukraine and Centrum Adopcyjne 
“Ada” (Ada Foundation). Both these 
non-profit organizations are bring-
ing much needed support and relief 
to the most vulnerable victims of this 
illegal war of aggression, and we 
thank them.
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And affiliated newspapers

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-

your-newspaper-printing

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, 
Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street • Alexandria, 

VA • 703-778-9431

Newspapers & Online

25 Cents

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria

March 24, 2016

Publishing Since 1784

March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

25 CENTS Newsstand PriceMARCH 23-29, 2016

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you 
for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s 
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette 
Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

We Need 
Your Help 

Again

Thank you to the hundreds of 
supporters who helped to keep 

all your Connection Newspapers 
alive throughout Alexandria, Fairfax 

County Arlington County and 
Potomac, Md. along with affiliated 

websites and digital media. 
Now we need help again in 2022.

ABC LICENSE
PGJ ENTERPRISES LLC trading as JUANA 
SUPERMARKET, 5838 N KINGS HWY STE 
C, ALEXANDRIA, FAIRFAX COUNTY, VA. 
22303-2025. The above establishment is 

applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 
for a WINE & Beer off premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. 

PINO GIBSON JR, MANAGING MEMBER. 
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this 

license must be submitted to ABC no later 
than 30 days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required newspaper legal 

notices. Objections should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals

Sue Baur, 78, of Lawrence, KS, died Wednesday, 
March 23, 2022, at home. She was predeceased by 
her husband, Doug Baur, and is survived by daughter 
Cynthia Gibson of Greenville, SC; and daughter Chris-
tie Peterson, son-in-law Charles Peterson, and grand-
daughters Zoe Peterson and Kya Peterson, all of Oska-
loosa, KS. While in Alexandria in the 1970s-2000, Sue 
worked as a tax preparer for H&R Block and later as a 
CPA for Schreiner, Legge and Co. Sue and Doug were 
active in the local Democratic Party as well as other 

community-minded organizations; their daughters both attended Alexan-
dria public schools, including T.C. Williams High School. Sue’s full obitu-
ary can be found at rumsey-yost.com

Obituary Obituary

Be a part of our: 

Wellbeing pages, the first 
week of every month. 

Delight in our HomeLifeStyle 
sections, the second week 
of every month. Peek at the 
top real estate sales, glimpse 
over-the-top remodeling 
projects, get practical 
suggestions for your home. 

Celebrate students, camps, 
schools, enrichment 
programs, colleges and 
more in our A-plus: 
Education, Learning, 
Fun pages, the third week 
of every month. 

Senior Living, fourth week 
of every month.

Questions? 
E-mail sales@connection 

newspapers.com or 
call 703-778-9431



14  v  Alexandria Gazette Packet  v  April 14-20, 2022 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News

From Page 12

From Page 11

Business Business 
DirectoryDirectory

Call 703-549-0004
for advertising information

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Expert Tree Work

Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

All those Charmin and Cottonelle 
television commercials for “the go”/”down 
there care.” As my late mother used to say 
about so many nauseating subjects: “It’s 
enough already.” I realize toilet paper is a 
staple, especially during a pandemic, but is 
it necessary that there are so many televi-
sion advertisements? They’re appearing so 
often that I’ve even seen these competing 
companies/products advertise during the 
same commercial break. Not exactly back-
to-back, but very nearly so. Talk about 
overkill. If these brands aren’t careful, 
they’re going to kill the goose that laid ply 
at their doorstep.

I mean, how much prodding/encour-
agement do I need every day to assist me 
with my toilet paper decisions? Not nearly 
as much as I’m getting, that’s for sure. How 
many more times must I see that adoles-
cent bear wiggle his butt? And how many 
more times must I hear about treating “the 
skin that I don’t see as well as I treat the 
skin that I do see?” No more, please? I have 
enough visuals of forearms being wiped to 
last me a lifetime. I know that toilet paper 
sales are a huge business with endless 
repeat customer buys, but I’ve reached my 
point of no return. As in there’s no more 
return on their advertising investment in my 
household. We have been saturated with 
toilet paper problems/solutions so much 
so that if I never see another television 
commercial, funny or not, it will be soon 
enough for me.

Besides, I’m a grown man. I know what 
works for me – and what doesn’t. And that 
awareness most definitely includes toilet 
paper and all its features and benefits – and 
innuendos. I may be stubborn or a creature 
of consumer habit – or merely protective 
of my privacy, but all this recurring toilet 
paper market penetration/saturation is 
becoming too much to bear. I’m not a 
prude in the least, but I do feel as if there 
are certain subjects/descriptions which are 
off limits – or rather should be. However, 
the recent spate of toilet paper verbal and 
visual manipulation has crossed the line I 
never thought needed to be drawn because 
it was clear to everybody that it already 
existed. Apparently, the rules of advertising 
aren’t aware of these lines.

I understand that market share and 
profit are crucial to a commercial ventures/
success/viability. But to invoke a famous 
question from the 1954 McCarthy hearings: 
“Where’s your decency?” Gone. That’s 
where if the frequency and substance 
of these toilet paper advertisements are 
allowed to continue. Enough is enough, 
which for Scott brands is 1000 sheets. For 
me however, it’s really none of anybody’s 
business what I do in the privacy of my 
own bathroom. Whether I use an off-
brand, single, double, or triple ply or paper 
infused with aloe. I’m happy to be left to 
my own devices. I’ll figure it out and the 
less the advertisers have to do with it, the 
better.

Going, Going, 
I Wish They 
Were Gone Specialized Care All in 

Day’s Work at Animal Shelter
ing care for animals. For example, some 
shelter pets who don’t thrive in kennels or 
need some extra attention become “office 
animals,” staying for a time with staff mem-
bers in their workspaces. Some doze in com-
fy beds in the corner, while others get a bit 
more involved. One little dog hopped on a 
computer keyboard and somehow triggered 
the audio player to blast “Who Let the Dogs 
Out” at top volume.

“I can’t imagine a day without an office 
animal,” said Gina Hardter, AWLA Director 
of Marketing and Communications, who 
has been known to occupy her shared office 
space with as many as six dogs. “Sometimes 
it’s me who needs a little extra attention, and 
I just take five minutes and snuggle a puppy. 
I go right back to work feeling better.”

A nervous brown-and-white terrier mix 
called Cocoa had a revelation while chilling 
with Hardter. Cocoa observed with interest 
Hardter munching on a carrot for lunch. 
Hardter shared some of it with Cocoa, and in 
doing so, helped find another way to make 
Cocoa feel more engaged and comfortable.  

Animals are happiest when they are 
healthy, and a healthy weight and diet are 
especially important in the shelter environ-
ment, Hardter said. Animals at the AWLA 
typically receive a balanced mix of wet and 
dry food twice a day, but those with liver or 
kidney ailments — or those needing to gain 
or drop a little weight – receive specially de-
signed meals. Staff pays careful attention to 
each animal’s food intake, keeping detailed 
logs, and if an animal refuses food, they will 
be checked for stomach troubles or painful 
teeth.

If no explanation for boycotting food is 
found, the staff looks for other options to 
stimulate the appetite. When a 10-year-old 
schnauzer named Maya refused to eat, a 
staff member brought in chicken-and-gravy 
dog food from home. Maya scarfed it down. 
The staff tried a different type of food the 
next day, and she gobbled it too. “She just 
had to find out that she liked food,” Hardter 
said.

Special services provided for AWLA an-
imals extend to support for the animals’ 
mental health and well-being. Every day, 

dogs, cats and other animals take part in 
two rounds of activities that stimulate them 
both physically and mentally, along with 
socialization from volunteers. Even smaller 
animals such as rabbits receive this enrich-
ment, sometimes with clotheslines holding 
juicy bites of vegetables and fruits hung over 
their pens. “The first time we hung a veg-
gie line over Phoebe the rabbit’s enclosure 
she was so delighted,” recalled AWLA Se-
nior Manager of Volunteers and Community 
Events Echo Keif. “You could see all of her 
stress melt away.” 

 The Animal Welfare League of Alexandria 
is a local 501(c)(3) organization that operates 
the Vola Lawson Animal Shelter, Alexandria’s 
only open-access animal shelter. The AWLA im-
pacts the lives of thousands of animals each year 
through adoptions and other programs, includ-
ing a Pet Pantry that last year provided more 
than 50,000 pounds of pet food and supplies to 
community members in need. The AWLA also 
helps Alexandrians with questions about wildlife 
and other animals in the community. More than 
half of the AWLA’s budget is composed of dona-
tions. More information can be found at Alexan-
driaAnimals.org.

Visit Alexandria

Old Town Books: Old Town Books‘ little 
community is still going strong working with 
the nonprofit Lutheran Social Services, which 
is a primary resettlement NGO here in the U.S., 
helping to resettle Afghan SIV status families 
and some of the 100,000+ refugees from 
Ukraine who are now in the US. Old Town 
Books has handled the apartment move-ins 
for 7 Afghan families who were granted spe-
cial visits (SIV status) by coordinating a group 
of volunteers through the store and set up 
furniture, help enroll the kids in school, drive 
folks to appointments, etc. Help by donating 
furniture or Ikea or Target gift cards, moving 
furniture, going on shopping trips, and more. 
Each family Old Town Books helps resettle 
costs $5,000, so every donation helps. The best 

way to communicate/volunteer is by emailing 
hello@oldtownbooks.com.

Shop Made in VA: #MakeforUkraine is a col-
lective effort of makers and artists in DC and 
beyond to raise funds for Ukraine. Shop a cu-
rated selection of goods with 100% donation 
to World Central Kitchen and explore brands 
giving at least 15% of all purchases to help 
Ukrainian efforts. Because together we are 
stronger.

Wear Ever Jewelry: Show your support for 
Ukraine by purchasing one of three limited edi-
tion necklaces: Sunflower Necklace, Oxidized 
Silver Ukraine Necklace or Enameled Oxidized 
Silver Ukraine Necklace. Wear Ever Jewelry 
will donate 15% of proceeds to Mercy Corps

Fluffy takes over the computer chair in 
an AWLA office. Animals who need spe-
cial attention may spend some time with 
staffers in their offices.
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but 
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria, 
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our 
Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Chatham Square | $1,195,000
Beautiful 4-level townhome with elegant and spacious 
living and dining room, and eat-in kitchen. Primary 
bedroom with luxurious en-suite bath. Versatile upper-
level rec room and roof deck. Cozy lower level family 
room with gas fireplace and 2-car garage. 421 Euille St
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079 
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

OPEN SAT 4/16, 1-4PM

Midtown | $495,000
Unique 1,436-SF, 2-bedroom, 2-bath with den/office  
in the Midtown across from Huntington Metro. Modern 
kitchen with island. Bedrooms have custom closets. 
Washer/dryer in unit. 3 parking spaces. 24/7 concierge, 
pool, sundeck, fitness center! 2451 Midtown Ave #519
Jeffrey Cann 703.717.1932 
www.JeffreyCann.com

Woodstone | $435,000
This 3-bedroom, 1.5-bath interior Colonial townhome 
is ideally located for those looking to balance city and 
suburban life! Two stories with ample natural light, 9ft+ 
ceilings, stainless kitchen appliances, and hardwood 
floors. Close to parks & shops. 7182 Westfield Court
Jillian Keck Hogan 703.951.7655 
www.JillianKeckHogan.com

OPEN THURS 4/14, 5-7 & SAT 4/16, 12-2

Woodbridge | $649,999
This stunning 3-level brick colonial sits on an oversized 
corner lot. 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, and ample SF for 
comfortable living. Main level office, spa-like primary 
suite, remodeled kitchen, finished basement with 
media room, & back deck with hot tub. 3742 Bogner Dr
Lori Bardo 571.310.6383 
www.LoriBardo.com

OPEN SAT 4/16, 1-3PM

Old Town | $789,000
Sensational 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo in the NE 
quadrant. Sunshine flows through the oversized 
windows and French doors of this top-floor unit with 
11-ft ceilings, high-end finishes, & a balcony. 2 garage 
parking spaces plus storage. 1023 N Royal St #315
Sue Feinthel 703.819.1964 
www.sue4homes.com

The Belvedere | $592,900
Unique opportunity to personalize this spacious 
condo. 2 bedrooms and 2 full baths, enclosed balcony 
overlooking the pulse of Arlington, 1 garage space + 
amenities. Walking distance to Georgetown, metro, 
trails, shopping, restaurants. 1600 N Oak St #421
Christine Robinson 240.925.7100
www.RobinsonChristine.com

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27

Join us as we give to our favorite nonprofits through 
Spring2ACTion, Alexandria’s Online Giving Day! To see a 
list of the nonprofit organizations and causes to support, 
visit: spring2action.org/organizations

Alexandria’s  
Online Giving Day


