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By Eden Brown  
The Gazette

Despite the long lines to get in and 
the muddy parking lot and fields, 
the River Farm Spring Garden Fair 

was as popular as always, drawing visitors 
from Rockville as well as those who live 
right across the parkway.  Most of those who 
came said, “I wouldn’t miss it. Been coming 
for many years.” And all of them said they 
were relieved that River Farm would remain 
the refuge it has been for residents. 

River Farm Hosts Alexandria’s 
Spring Garden Market

American Horticultural 
Society event heralds 
growing season

Marie Carlson, age 4, who lives near the farm, helped her moth-
er pick out plants for the garden and enjoyed meeting a poodle 
named Strawberry while she was enjoying the sunshine and 
festive atmosphere. 

River Farm and its wide open spaces were almost lost 
to residents when developers threatened to turn the 
historic property into luxury houses. Many came to the 
event just to support the River Farm as a piece of histo-
ry worth preserving. 
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The Gazette

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

All the economic outlook graphs pre-
sented at the Mount Vernon-Lee 
Chamber of Commerce meeting all 

had one thing in common: there was a big 
dip in 2020 and then an uptick, reflecting 
the impact of the pandemic on this area’s 
economic picture.

Last year was good and 2022 is “starting 
off strong, but some sectors do continue 
to struggle,” said regional economist Joe 
Mengedoth. Throw in the gas price spike, 
the war in Ukraine and the possibility of an-
other covid wave and there is some uncer-
tainty. That’s how economic forecasting is. 
“The recent uptick is pretty encouraging,” 
Mengedoth added.

Mengedoth was part of a panel with oth-
ers from the financial and employment sec-
tor in this area and Lee District Supervisor 
Rodney Lusk. Each had a focus and together 
they provided a picture of the near future 
for people and business leaders in Mount 
Vernon. Inflation is up but there are many 
employment vacancies too, so the overall 
picture was positive.

“Leisure and hospitality” is a big industry 
along Richmond Highway and into Mount 
Vernon, and Dr. Keith Waters, senior re-
search associate at the Center for Regional 
Analysis at George Mason University, said 
that “things have come back.” He listed a 
few zip codes as part of the picture, and the 

zip code of Fort Hunt, 22308, is in the center 
of a strong housing market. Zip codes 22307 
and 22309 have more condominiums and 
townhouses so are not doing as well. “The 
corridor is bouncing back similar to the rest 
of Fairfax County,” he said.

Supervisor Lusk felt that employment 
training is a big factor in bringing up sal-
aries along Richmond Highway and he’s 
spearheading that with a project he calls 
the “Wish Center.” In May 2020, the Fairfax 
County Redevelopment and Housing Au-
thority purchased the 5.3-acre Mount Ver-
non Tennis Club site in the Hybla Valley area 
for the center. 

This included a 50,000 square-foot indoor 
tennis facility that served as a private health 
and racquet club for more than 45 years. 
Fairfax County invested funding to trans-
form this center into the Innovations Work-
force Center that is needed for the commu-
nities in the Buckman Road area. 

According to Lusk, it will be ready to open 
this summer and be staffed by the Fairfax 
County Neighborhood and Community Ser-
vices.

Lusk noted the average salary in this part 
of Alexandria is lower compared to the rest 
of Fairfax County and looks at the Innova-
tions Workforce Center to gain skills that 
will improve the lives of many in that area 
of Lee District. “We have an obligation and 
responsibility to help these individuals,” he 
said. Lusk is aiming to bring the average sal-
ary to $50,000 in the Hybla Valley area.

Economic Outlook for Mount Vernon Emerges from Covid Dip
Job market stronger, housing is still pricey; graphs dip for the pandemic.

Supervisor Rodney Lusk highlights the Workforce Development Center.

Dana S. Fallon highlights the NVCC’s NOVA Workforce program.
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but 
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria, 
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our 
Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Chatham Square | $1,195,000
Beautiful 4-level townhome with elegant and spacious 
living and dining room, and eat-in kitchen. Primary 
bedroom with luxurious en-suite bath. Versatile upper-
level rec room and roof deck. Cozy lower level family 
room with gas fireplace and 2-car garage. 421 Euille St
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079 
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

OPEN SAT 4/16, 1-4PM

Midtown | $495,000
Unique 1,436-SF, 2-bedroom, 2-bath with den/office  
in the Midtown across from Huntington Metro. Modern 
kitchen with island. Bedrooms have custom closets. 
Washer/dryer in unit. 3 parking spaces. 24/7 concierge, 
pool, sundeck, fitness center! 2451 Midtown Ave #519
Jeffrey Cann 703.717.1932 
www.JeffreyCann.com

Woodstone | $435,000
This 3-bedroom, 1.5-bath interior Colonial townhome 
is ideally located for those looking to balance city and 
suburban life! Two stories with ample natural light, 9ft+ 
ceilings, stainless kitchen appliances, and hardwood 
floors. Close to parks & shops. 7182 Westfield Court
Jillian Keck Hogan 703.951.7655 
www.JillianKeckHogan.com

OPEN THURS 4/14, 5-7 & SAT 4/16, 12-2

Woodbridge | $649,999
This stunning 3-level brick colonial sits on an oversized 
corner lot. 5 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, and ample SF for 
comfortable living. Main level office, spa-like primary 
suite, remodeled kitchen, finished basement with 
media room, & back deck with hot tub. 3742 Bogner Dr
Lori Bardo 571.310.6383 
www.LoriBardo.com

OPEN SAT 4/16, 1-3PM

Old Town | $789,000
Sensational 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo in the NE 
quadrant. Sunshine flows through the oversized 
windows and French doors of this top-floor unit with 
11-ft ceilings, high-end finishes, & a balcony. 2 garage 
parking spaces plus storage. 1023 N Royal St #315
Sue Feinthel 703.819.1964 
www.sue4homes.com

The Belvedere | $592,900
Unique opportunity to personalize this spacious 
condo. 2 bedrooms and 2 full baths, enclosed balcony 
overlooking the pulse of Arlington, 1 garage space + 
amenities. Walking distance to Georgetown, metro, 
trails, shopping, restaurants. 1600 N Oak St #421
Christine Robinson 240.925.7100
www.RobinsonChristine.com

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 27

Join us as we give to our favorite nonprofits through 
Spring2ACTion, Alexandria’s Online Giving Day! To see a 
list of the nonprofit organizations and causes to support, 
visit: spring2action.org/organizations

Alexandria’s  
Online Giving Day
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By Mike Salmon
The Connection

I
n the Penn Daw area of Mount 
Vernon, South Kings Highway 
seems to glance off Richmond 
Highway, creating an odd in-

tersection where northbound cars 
have a right and quick left turn 
and southbound cars have a wide 
U-turn of sorts.

Officials are in the process of fix-
ing it though, and this is part of a 
bigger project called “South Alex,” 
centered around a housing devel-
opment that suffered a major set-
back when a fire swept through the 
development in February 2020.

On the Fairfax County Com-
prehensive Plan document, it de-
scribes this intersection as “a sig-
nificant activity center for retailers 
and other businesses,” due to its 
location near Metro. “However, the 
intersection of Richmond Highway 
and North Kings Highway presents 
challenges for visibility and acces-
sibility, and hinders pedestrian ac-
tivity,” it says.

The South Alex project is mov-
ing forward though and it consists 
of 400 Class-A apartments and 
44,000 square feet of retail space 
with an Aldi store and another “na-
tional specialty grocer,” the web-
site said. A “Class-A,” apartment 
can be described as properties 
that represent the highest quality 
buildings in their market and area. 
They are generally newer proper-
ties built within the last 15 years 

with top amenities, high-income 
earning tenants and low vacancy 
rates. Class A buildings are well-lo-
cated in the market and are typi-
cally professionally managed.

In the Conceptual Plan, the vi-
sion is a transformation of the 
crossroads area into a high inten-
sity Transit Oriented Development 
node and a transportation gate-
way. According to Fairfax County 
Department of Transportation, 
“these improvements are moving 
North/South Kings Highway into 
its ultimate planned alignment per 
the Comprehensive Plan.”

<cl>Embarking on Embark
<bt>According to the Embark 

Richmond Highway plan, a bus 
rapid transit station is planned 
near that intersection and the BRT 
is planned to connect to the Hun-
tington Metrorail station via North 
Kings Highway. The intersection 
of Kings Highway and Richmond 
Highway is being redesigned to 
improve safety and access, the 
comprehensive plan language 
reads. This redesign is aimed at 
making the area more pedestrian 
friendly with a series of plazas, 
and mixed-use developments in 
both the western and eastern land 
units of the CBC using crosswalks 
and other high-quality pedestrian 
facilities, it said. The community 
is also within commuting distance 
from several employment hubs 
including Old Town Alexandria, 
The Pentagon, Amazon HQ2, Fort 
Belvoir, Tysons Corner, Joint Base 
Andrews, and Downtown D.C.

Currently there are more traf-
fic cones than anything at this in-
tersection so there will be more 
commuting pain before there’s any 
relief.

Fixing Intersection Is First Step in the Penn Daw Area
Revitalization, BRT and upscale apartments are part of the picture.

After construction is finished, there will be increased pedestrian access. Looking south, there are signs that this area needs road improvements that 
Embark may provide.

In this artist rendering, 
the final product looks 

nothing like the present 
situation.
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See Bulletin, Page 14

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

I
t’s the first week in April 
with the temperatures hov-
ering around fifty degrees, 
but somehow people are still 

standing in line at the Custard 
Shack in Belle Haven to get an icy 
treat. Starting April 1 the Custard 
Shack is open seven days a week, 
and although the line doesn’t go 
down the street like it does in the 
summer, the orders for shakes and 
cones keep the staff busy.

“People will eat ice cream re-
gardless, it’s never too cold,” said 
Eliana Zelay, 18. 

She works there all year around 
but it’s only open on weekends in 
the colder months. “The only dif-
ference is the lines aren’t as long,” 
she said. They even tried a hot 
chocolate flavored custard this 
winter, and it was a hit, said man-
ager Emily Dorn. “Really a popular 
flavor,” she said.

The Custard Shack is part of the 
Belle Haven Pizzeria and both are a 
mainstay in the surrounding com-
munity. They are located on Belle 

Season Kicks Off at the Custard Shack

Greer Jones, left, Natalie Coats and Eliana Zelaya are now dishing 
out custard seven days a week.

Haven Road across from the coun-
try club and surrounded by a resi-
dential area so the two commercial 
businesses stick out. They’ve been 
there for years, and residents still 
flock to this location In the warm-
er months, even the bicyclists off 
the Mount Vernon Trail stop by 
from time to time.

Dog walkers too, so they have 
a specialty “puppy pop,” made in 
store with Peanut Butter, Carrots, 
Bananas, Honey, Water and “Lots 
of Love,” they say.

The shack first opened in 2015 
and is primarily staffed by high 
school students. In the beginning, 
officials at the pizzeria wanted to 
offer dessert, so after consider-
ing several options, frozen cus-
tard stood out. “We decided that 
Frozen Custard was creamy, rich 
and over all tastier than all of the 
other frozen desserts. Since then, 
we have created delicious flavors 
all over the board from fruity 
pebbles to pumpkin pie to chur-
ros con leche,” their information 
said. Cookies and cream is a big 
seller.

Emily Dorn, the manager, is 

carrying on a family tradition 
at the Custard Shack. Her older 
sister was the manager when it 
opened in 2015 and now Emily 
took over after graduating from 
West Potomac High School a cou-
ple of years ago.

The tie dye uniform reflects the 
attitude and atmosphere around 
the shack. 

There are smiles all around. 
“We’ve kind of always done tie 
dyes” added Natalie Coats, 17. So 
many people have asked about 
the tee shirts that they are trying 
to get some made so they can sell 
them. “We’re working on it,” said 
Dorn.

In the winter, they are only 
open on the weekends, but from 
April to after Labor Day, it’s seven 
days a week. Zelay has been with 
them a year and doesn’t mind 
dishing out a cone when it’s be-
low freezing outside. “It’s always 
warm in here,” she said.

If you go…
The Custard Shack
1401 Belle Haven Rd. 
Alexandria
drpcustardshack@gmail.com

P
h
o

to
 by M

ike S
alm

o
n

/T
h

e C
o

n
n

ec
tio

n

Hooray for Books! in 
Old Town will spon-
sor Mystery Book 

Weekend on Saturday and 
Sunday, April 23 and 24, with 
local authors discussing their 
mystery, thrillers, and sus-
pense novels on both days at 
the beloved bookstore located 
at 1555 King Street. 

“It’s time to visit a bookstore 
and stock up on summer read-
ing,” said Ellen Klein, owner 
and operator of Hooray for 
Books! since its opening in 
2008. 

“Mysteries are one of the 
most popular genres for read-
ers of all ages and I’m thrilled 
to have these 
wonderful au-
thors at the 
store,” said Klein.

On Saturday, 
from 1 to 3 p.m., 
Mount Vernon 
author John 
Adam Wasowicz 
will sign copies 
of his popular 
four-book Old 
Town mystery 
series featuring 

Hooray for Books! 
Mystery Book Weekend

Alexandria’s beloved bookstore Hooray for 
Books! with its classic logo at 1555 King 

Street in the heart of Old Town. 
John A. Wasowicz 
is one of five local 
authors who will 
participate in Mystery 
Weekend! at Hooray 
for Books! in Old 
Town on the weekend 
of April 23-24.

‘Daingerfield Island’ and ‘Slaters Lane.’ He 
will also discuss the forthcoming ‘Gadsby’s 
Corner,’ due out this summer. 

On Sunday, from 3 to 4 p.m., authors Lane 
Stone, M.A. Monnin, Connie Berry, and Tina 
deBellegarde will discuss their mysteries. 

The theme of their panel is ‘Amateur 
Sleuths and the World of Art and Artifacts.’

Submit civic/community announcements at Connec-
tionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and artwork wel-
come. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks 
before event.

SATURDAY/APRIL 23
The 4th Annual Environment Expo. 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. At 

Fort Hunt Park, Alexandria. This free family friendly 
festival drew more than 400 attendees last year and 
focuses on having fun while learning more about our 
environment and supporting our natural world. The 
day features loads of activities and exhibitors sharing 
information about climate action, environmental 
challenges we face and solutions we can participate in 
to make Fairfax County a healthier, more sustainable 
place. Attendees will be treated to workshops, live mu-
sic, live reptile and owl demonstrations, nature walks, 
giveaways, solar cooking and robot demonstrations, 
and more. Our partnership with the National Parks 
Service brings the Junior Ranger Program and history 
tours of the Battery Mount Vernon, among other popu-
lar programs. New this year we will feature live music 
by Billy B, the Natural Science Song and Dance Guy to 
get kids and parents up and dancing!  

APRIL 20 AND MAY 1
Farmers Markets return to Mount Vernon and Lorton this 

month. The McCutcheon/Mount Vernon Market at 
Sherwood Hall Library opens on April 20 and runs 
Wednesday’s from 8 a.m. – noon until December 21. 
The Lorton Market opens Sunday, May 1 from 9 a.m. – 
1 p.m. in the Virginia Railway Express (VRE) parking 
lot in Lorton Station, through November 20. Buying 
local, fresh meats, cheeses, produce, plants and other 
assorted goodies is a great way to help not only local 
businesses, but our environment, as well!

 
SATURDAY/APRIL 23
Sen. Mark Warner will host his annual Academy Day on 

Saturday, April 23, from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. This is 
a virtual event that will be hosted on Accelevents.

The event will offer students, their parents or guardians, 

Bulletin Board
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See Coalition for, Page 12

MountVernonLeeChamber.org

When you SHOP LOCALLY
you support an entire COMMUNITY,

not just a business.

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

Wyngate $619,900
8562 Wyngate Manor Court 

Stunning 3 level townhome totally updated throughout & 
immaculately maintained.  Ground level offers a jaw dropping 
garage w/bar, kegerator & TV that conveys.  Also, a lovely rec room 
w/gas FPL & half bath.  Upper level 1 has a stunning kitchen w/
granite, SS appliances & is open to the TV rm, dining rm, & living 
rm.  Upper level 2 has newer carpet throughout, a beautiful primary 
bedroom & master bath suite w/separate shower & soaking tub.  
Finally, BRs 2 & 3 along w/the 2nd full bath.  I cannot overstate the 
beauty & quality of this townhome. 

Yacht Haven Estates $2,099,000
4740 Neptune Drive

WATERFRONT LIVING!  Gorgeous half acre waterfront prop-
erty with private dock and sweeping views of the Potomac River 
located in Mt. Vernon’s premier community of Yacht Haven Es-
tates.  Fabulously located on the Potomac River at the mouth of 
Dogue Creek, this lovely home includes 2900+ finished sq ft, 4 
bedrooms, 4 baths (2 full, 2 half), a 2-car garage, a sunroom and 
deck which span the width of the home, a remodeled open-style 
kitchen with sliding glass doors to the deck and a large living 

room with brick fireplace.   The owner’s suite has direct access to the sunroom, and the scenic river views from 
the bedroom are breathtaking.    The huge dock provides ample boating and water-based activities.  And just 
a few houses down the street is the Mt. Vernon Yacht Club, which offers its members boat slips, a swimming 
pool, a 3-story community center and social events throughout the year.   Mt. Vernon living at its finest!

Montebello $324,900
5904 Mt. Eagle Dr., #903

This lovely, renovated condominium unit is the sought after 1 Bedroom 
and Den model with 1 1/2 Baths and a spacious, enclosed balcony.   The 
large den makes a great home office or additional bedroom. The unit 
has just been freshly painted with new flooring installed.  It has custom 
closets, its own washer and dryer, a cheerful kitchen and it comes with 
a storage space.  Montebello is a premier gated community on 35 acres 
with woods and trails, and is located just a few minutes from Old Town Al-
exandria.   Free shuttle service is provided to nearby Huntington Metro. 
Montebello offers resort-like living.  Its amazing amenities include indoor 
and outdoor pools, a restaurant with a full-service bar, a bowling alley, 
convenience store, tennis courts, salon, and more.
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By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

On April 8, Pacific Legal 
Foundation, counsel for 
Coalition for TJ, filed an 

emergency request in the Supreme 
Court of the United States in the 
case  Coalition for TJ v. Fairfax 
County School Board. According to 
the coalition’s lawsuit, the admis-
sions process is designed to reduce 
the number of Asian American 
students admitted to TJ, violating 
their constitutional rights. The 

case is to vacate the March 31 stay 
pending an appeal by the United 
States Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit (No. 22-1280) by 
U.S. District Judge Claude Hilton. 

Coalition for TJ v. Fairfax County 
School Board challenged the new 
admissions plan (2020) for stu-
dents applying to Thomas Jeffer-
son High School for Science and 
Technology (TJ). 

“The Fourth Circuit’s decision 
to allow TJ’s discriminatory pro-
cess to continue will cause signif-

icant harm to the students who 
are going through the admissions 
process for the next school year,” 
said Pacific Legal Foundation at-
torney Glenn Rope in a statement 
on April 8.  “The district court de-
cision found a clear constitutional 
violation, and we hope that the 
Supreme Court will agree that 
this stay should be vacated, and 
the discriminatory process halted 
while the case proceeds.”

TJ is an elite magnet school. 

Coalition for TJ Files Emergency 
Request to Vacate the 4th Circuit Stay
New admissions process struck down by court, 
but right now still in use for current applicants. 

Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology, often called the best high 
school in the country.
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T
here are many wonder-
ful and interesting plac-
es to visit throughout 
Virginia. Just 40 miles 

southeast of Fredericksburg, is one 
of those places, and where a his-
toric and exciting event took place 
just last week.

Threatened by development to-
day and by Captain John Smith 
and his men in 1608, the Rappa-
hannock Indians—the descendants 
of the Indigenous people who re-
pelled and traded with him—have 
returned to their ancestral river 
homeland with the acquisition of 
a 465-acre property on the north 
sides of the Rappahannock river 
known as Fones Cliffs. That prop-
erty will be restored to its original 
name of Pissacoack, one of many 
Rappahannock towns that Captain 
Smith mapped out in his voyage 
over 400 years ago. It is an import-
ant and historic acquisition that 
was facilitated by a partnership 
led by the Tribe, and between the 
Chesapeake Conservancy, the Wil-
derness Society, the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation, and the 
generous philanthropy of the An-
gle Family and Walmart’s Acres for 
America program. It enables the 
tribe’s stewardship of some of the 
most pristine wetlands and river 
locations on the east coast to view 
bald eagles—and in the hundreds!

Indeed, I saw two of those gor-
geous eagles when I visited the 
area. I was honored to be a guest of 
the Rappahannock Tribe as it cele-
brated this momentous occasion 
and commitment to the conserva-
tion and preservation of this sa-
cred land, water, and habitat, with 
a “Return to the River Celebration’’ 
and program that included a local 
drum group, an inspirational wel-
come by Chief Anne Richardson, 

speeches from many of the parties 
to the conservation effort, and the 
formal announcement of the re-
turn of Fones Cliffs to the tribe by 
the Secretary of the Interior, Deb 
Haaland (Laguna Pueblo). 

Without the extensive part-
nership and purchase of the site, 
Fones Cliffs may well have ended 
up as a high-end residential com-
munity which would have forever 
altered the ecosystem and land 
that would still be recognized by 
Captain Smith and the Rappah-
anock Indians of 400 plus years 
ago. Now, the tribe has plans to 
open to the public the opportu-
nity to visit the land, and for its 
own tribal members, especially 
the youth, to immerse themselves 
in tribal culture and traditions: 
canoeing, hiking, and camping in 

this wilderness. This wonderful 
site’s preservation is exciting and 
historic not just for environmental 
reasons but because it is a recogni-
tion of the Rappahannock Tribe’s 
sovereignty as a newly federally 

Return to the River

Rappahannock Tribal Council members and partners.

recognized tribe (in 2018) and 
its resilience as a people who can 
look back 11,000 years as they re-
turn to the river.

To learn more, visit the website 
rappahannocktribe.org.

From Page 1

Several farms came to the event, like this one near Warrenton. 

River Farm Hosts Alexandria’s 
Spring Garden Market
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With Potomac river views from nearly every room plus a boat slip, 2 Wolfe Street offers a rare 

waterfront lifestyle opportunity in the heart of Old Town Alexandria.  The flexible floor plan allows 

for a variety of entertaining and day-to-day life-style options. There is plenty of room to host 

large groups, and the home is equally suited for intimate gatherings of just a few friends. Imagine 

weekend boat rides with friends and family, hosting dinner at home while enjoying the river views, 

strolling along the waterfront or enjoying dinner at one of dozens of neighboring restaurants.  In 

the morning wake up to picturesque sunrises and in the evening enjoy the view of the colorful lights 

and occasional fireworks across the river at National Harbor.  A 35-foot boat slip, over-sized 2-car 

garage plus driveway for two additional cars, abundant storage, 4 fireplaces, wood-paneled library 

and living room, top-of-the line sound system throughout and many more custom upgrades are 

included. Enjoy Old Town living all in close proximity to Ronald Reagan National Airport, Amazon’s 

HQ2, The Capitol, White House and all Washington D.C. has to offer.

Rare waterfront opportunity in Old Town

Heather Corey

+1 703 989 1183 

hcorey@ttrsir.com  

Alexandria Brokerage

400 South Washington Street

Alexandria, VA

©2021 Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC. All Rights Reserved. Sotheby’s International Realty® is a licensed trademark to Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates LLC.  Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated. SIR1

2  W O L F E  ST R E E T  A L E X A N D R I A ,  VA  2 2 3 14  |  $  3 , 9 9 5 ,0 0 0
3  B E D S  |  3  F U L L B AT H S ,  2  H A L F  B AT H S  |  4 ,6 8 5  S Q  F T
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’See Detrashing‘, Page 9

By Glenda C. Booth
Mount Vernon Gazette

S
t. Stephens high school 
student Charlie Desun-
tels lugged a dingy, wa-
ter-logged pillow off the 

Potomac River shoreline on Sat-
urday. Volkmar Heratsch crawled 
around on his hands and knees, 
collecting tiny crumbles of poly-

styrene or Styrofoam. Kathleen 
Fleming, a Hollin Hills resident, 
was surprised by the proliferation 
of plastic bottle caps and cigarette 
butts she found.

On April 9, in two hours, 20 vol-
unteers collected 13 bags of trash 
in Dyke Marsh and along the Belle 
Haven Park shoreline, from rem-
nants of plastic straws to chunks of 
coolers. 

”We want to do our part to keep 
this place in better shape for our 
children and their children,” said 
Heratsch. The Friends of Dyke 
Marsh and the National Park Ser-
vice’s George Washington Memori-
al Parkway (GWMP) cosponsored 
the event. 

The cleanup was part of the an-
nual Ferguson Foundation’s water-
shed-wide trash cleanup in Virgin-
ia, Maryland, Washington, D. C., 
and West Virginia at 130 sites over 
the next month. In Virginia on Sat-
urday, volunteers picked up litter 
in Alexandria and Fairfax, Arling-
ton and Loudoun counties.  Some 
worked at Jones Point, Roaches 
Run, Columbia Island, Belle Haven 
Park, Dyke Marsh and Theodore 
Roosevelt Island, for example.

Laura Kazo with the Ferguson 
Foundation reeled off these sta-
tistics: In the last 20 years, vol-
unteers have collected over 7,000 
bags of trash. In the last 30 years, 
over 170,000 volunteers have col-
lected over eight million pounds of 
trash. The top five items historical-
ly have been plastic bags, plastic 
straws, Styrofoam, glass bottles 
and aluminum cans. 

Clean Virginia Waterways’ fall 
2021 International Coastal Clean-
up tallied as the top five, cigarette 
butts, bottle caps and lids, food 
wrappers and beverage bottles and 
cans. Dyke Marsh volunteers over 
the years have found items like 
dental flossers, balloons, coolers, 

balls, toys, car parts, fishing gear, 
barrels, even a sofa and refrigera-
tor.

GWMP Superintendent Charles 
Cuvelier lauded the efforts: “Vol-
unteers are key to keeping the park 
beautiful. Last year, 3,240 vol-
unteers contributed over 18,000 
hours of their time valued at more 
than $500,000. They are essential 
when it comes to trail mainte-
nance, invasive plant removal and 
litter cleanup,” he said.

Sources and Solutions
Where does all the trash come 

from? Jen Cole, Executive Director 
of the Clean Fairfax Council offers 
this explanation: “What we find is 
a perfect storm of broken systems: 
not enough trash containers for 
residential or commercial proper-
ties, poorly managed solid waste 
at both of those, a disposable soci-
ety that thinks single use is some-

‘Detrashing’ the Potomac

Trash accumulated in Dyke Marsh along the Potomac River.

National Park Service volunteer coordinator Trudy Roth checked in 
volunteers at Belle Haven Park.

how cleaner or more hygienic than 
washing and reusing something 
and a sheer lack of political will 
to make meaningful change that 
would not just protect the environ-
ment but protect our health from 
the harmful chemicals in polysty-
rene and microplastics.”

Fees on single-use plastic bags 
are now in place in five Northern 
Virginia jurisdictions:  Fairfax, 
Arlington and Loudoun counties 
and cities of Alexandria and Falls 
Church. Bills to require monetary 
deposits on plastic and aluminum 
beverage containers have not gar-
nered sufficient support for ap-
proval in the Virginia General As-
sembly for years. Some advocates 
support what’s called “extended 
producer responsibility,” a concept 
under which producers of items 
like batteries, plastic packaging 
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The Swanson family came from Washington, D. C. to help.

Littering Is Illegal
Section 33.1-346 of the Code of Virginia makes littering or dumping trash 

a Class 1 misdemeanor, punishable by up to 12 months in jail* and/or a fine 
of up to $2,500.

Section 10.1-1143 of the Forestry Code makes it unlawful to throw “any 
lighted smoking material” from a vehicle. This is a Class 2 misdemeanor vi-
olation, punishable by up to 6 months in jail* and/or a fine of up to $1,000.
v With either the Class 1 or Class 2 offense, community service can take 

the place of jail time.
From www.cleanfairfax.org

Find a Cleanup to Join
To find a cleanup, visit https://www.fergusonfoundation.org/get-involved/

upcoming-community-events/.

Carolyn Bednarek and Carolyn Gamble, members of the Friends of Dyke Marsh Board of Directors, 
staffed a check-in table.
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See Helping, Page 7
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Four students from St. Stephens and St. Agnes School volunteered.

Charlie Desuntels found a soggy pillow along with other 
trash. He volunteered with three fellow St. Stephens students. 

‘Detrashing’ the Potomac
and fast food containers bear fi-
nancial and/or physical responsi-
bility for the treatment or dispos-
al of products past the consumer 
stage of a product’s life cycle.

Belle Haven resident Marilou 
Livingood helped in Dyke Marsh. 

“I want to reduce plastics in the 
river and increase stewardship of 
this important resource, one of 
the last remaining wetlands in the 
D.C. area,” she said, hauling a bag.

Looking at the bigger picture, 
Superintendent Cuvelier com-
mented, “This work is important 
for the health of the Chesapeake 
Bay. Since the park was created 
to help protect the Potomac River, 
we receive much of the trash that 
washes downstream from adjacent 
communities. If we catch it and 
clean it up in the park, it stays out 
of the Bay. Effective stormwater 
management, household recycling 
and motorists not littering all con-
tribute to a healthier ecosystem.”

To find a cleanup, visit https://
www.fergusonfoundation.org/
get-involved/upcoming-communi-
ty-events/.

Sign announcing 
cleanup at Dyke 

Marsh and group 
gathering to start.
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M
etroStage artists will return to 
the stage in a Spring Cabaret 
series to be held at the Lyceum 
on South Washington Street.

“While the new theatre is under construc-
tion, this cabaret series allows us to show-
case great artists who appear on our stage 
in this cabaret setting” said MetroStage Pro-
ducing Artistic Director Carolyn Griffin.

April 19 at 7:30 pm   
Roz White will perform with Steve 

Washington in Songbirds & Troubadours: 
A Toast to the Legends, featuring the mu-
sic of Billy Eckstine, Shirley Horn, Nat 
King Cole, Nancy Wilson and many more.                                                                                    
All tickets $25. www.eventbrite.com/e/a-
cabaret-with-roz-white-and-steve-washing-
ton-tickets-310800963047

May 17 at 7:30 pm                                                                       
Yvette Spears will bring New Orleans to 

Alexandria with her cabaret entitled My 
Creole Love Call, a spirited musical featur-
ing the music of Louis Armstrong, Mahalia 
Jackson, Billie Holiday and Duke Ellington. 
All tickets $25. www.eventbrite.com/e/a-
metrostage-cabaret-with-yvette-spears-tick-
ets-312069086037

William Knowles is the music director/pi-
anist for both cabarets and will be accompa-
nied by Mark Saltman, bass; Greg Holloway, 
drum; and David Cole, guitar. 

www.metrostage.org

MetroStage at the Lyceum
Roz White, Yvette 
Spears return in 
cabaret series.

MetroStage favorites Roz White and Yvette Spears will headline a cabaret series at the Lyceum April 19 and May 17.
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NOW THRU MAY 5
Solo Art Exhibition. 10 a.m. to 5 

p.m. At Art & Framing, 694 
N. St. Asaph St., Alexandria. 
Art & Framing will be home 
to the exhibition “Works from 
Nature’s Jewel Tones:  Paint-
ings by Kathleen Callery.  The 
show features 20 of Callery’s 
works. The jewel tones found 
in nature have been the main 
inspiration for these paint-
ings--Kathleen Callery.

NOW THRU APRIL 17
Forces Fleeting. At The Athenaeum 

Gallery, Alexandria. Opening 
Reception, Sunday, March 13, 4 
— 6 p.m. Artist Talk, Saturday, 
April 9 at 2 p.m. Forces Fleet-
ing is a mixed-media exhibition 
of new works by artists Nikki 
Brugnoli and Anne C. Smith, 
in the first joint installation by 
the two longtime friends and 
collaborators. In very different 
ways, both women explore 
the transformative power of 
landscape, with Brugnoli’s 
gestural screenprint drawings 
on mylar and wood panels and 
Smith’s dark pencil drawings 
on stained linen.  

NOW THRU APRIL 30
Second Life Exhibit.  6 p.m. Thursday, 

Saturday, and Sunday; 9 p.m. 
Friday. At Del Ray Artisans gallery 
in the Colasanto Center, 2704 
Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria. 
The “Second Life” exhibit features 
art made with recycled materials. 
Workshops and events are also 
scheduled throughout the month. 
Details: delrayartisans.org/calen-
dar/#event=second-life

NOW THRU JUNE 5
”SeeWorthy” Exhibit. At Torpedo Fac-

tory Art Center, 105 North Union 
Street, Studio #9, Alexandria. 
View ship construction through 
the eyes of maritime archaeolo-
gists in SeeWorthy, a new exhibit 
from Alexandria Archaeology 
highlighting the technology used 
to digitally reconstruct historic 
vessels. Recent development along 
the waterfront has led to signifi-
cant discoveries by archaeologists, 
including the remains of four 
historic ships. These remnants 
have been laser scanned to create 
models showing what they would 
have looked like in the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries.

NOW THRU MAY 1
Cherry Blossom Exhibition. At the 

Torpedo Factory Art Center, 
105 N. Union Street, Alexan-
dria. Art lovers are encouraged 
to stop by the Torpedo Factory 
Art Center throughout April 
to view floral art displayed on 
all three floors. Participating 
artists will display their most 
colorful spring and cherry-blos-
som-inspired works in their 
studios from Saturday, April 2 
until Sunday, May 1. Torpedo 
Factory Art Center is open 
Wednesday through Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Masks 
are required for all visitors re-
gardless of vaccination status. 
Visit torpedofactory.org.

NOW THRU JUNE 12
MVUC Greenhouse Plant Sale. 10 

a.m. to 2 p.m. Weekends only.  
At Mount Vernon Unitarian 
Church, 1909 Windmill Lane, 
Alexandria. The Annual Spring 
Plant Sale at the MVUC Green-
house opens April 2 and 3, 10 
a.m. - 2 p.m., weekends only. 
They have a variety of vegeta-

Calendar

Old Town Alexandria’s annual Historic Garden Week tour takes 
place Saturday, April 23 in Alexandria.
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

From Page 10

bles and flowers for sale again this 
year.  Lots of regular and heirloom 
tomatoes and not-too-hot peppers 
(more than 20 different varieties) 
as well as some of your favorite 
perennials, annuals, and herbs. 
Visit the lovely, old greenhouse 
and buy some new plants for your 
spring garden. 

THURSDAY/APRIL 14
From A to Z: Arias to Zarzuela. 5 p.m. 

and 6:30 p.m. At The Rectory 
on Princess Street, 711 Princess 
Street, Alexandria. Judy Yannini, 
soprano, Emily Baltzer, piano 
co-presented with IN Series an art-
ist fast on the rise, Mexican sopra-
no Judy Yannini makes her Secret 
Garden debut in an incandescent 
program of selections from vibrant 
zarzuelas and beloved operas, 
presented in partnership with IN 
Series. Visit www.classicalmove-
ments.com.

SATURDAY/APRIL 16
MVT50 Anniversary Celebration. 10 

a.m. to 1 p.m. At Daingerfield 
Island, 1 Marina Drive, Alexandria.  
Mount Vernon Trail 50th Anniver-
sary Celebration

Please join the Friends of the Mount 
Vernon Trail in celebrating five

decades of natural beauty, community 
partnership, and stewardship of one

of the Washington area’s great public 
resources.  Visit the website: 
https://mountvernontrail.org/
mvt50/

SATURDAY/APRIL 16
Friendship Firehouse Open. 11 a.m. to 

5 p.m. At the Friendship Firehouse 
Museum, Alexandria. Admission is 
$2, free for Alexandria residents. 
While supplies last, younger visi-
tors will receive a free fire hat and 
a take-away bag of fun activities.

APRIL 16-17
Easter Egg Hunt. At Lee-Fendall House 

Museum & Garden, 614 Orono-
co St., Alexandria. Find Easter 
eggs hidden in the Lee-Fendall 
garden during the popular annual 
egg hunt. Sessions also include 
crafts, games and a visit from 
the Easter Bunny. Attendance is 
limited, and reservations must be 
made in advance; face masks are 
recommended. Bring your own 
basket. Sessions offered on the 
hour through 3 p.m., beginning at 
10 a.m. on Saturday and 12 p.m. 
on Sunday. Admission: $15 for 
participating children ages 2 to 12; 
$5 for accompanying adults; free 
for infants under 2. Visit leefendall-
house.org

 
APRIL 16 TO MAY 28 
(SATURDAYS)
Washington Whiskey Tasting. 2-5 p.m. 

At George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon 
Memorial Hwy., Mount Vernon. At 
this outdoor event, sample George 
Washington’s whiskey and other 
distilled spirits made at Washing-
ton’s Distillery.

Enjoy a rare opportunity to taste 
Mount Vernon’s one-of-a-kind 
distilled Spirits. Sample 3 distilled 
spirits, made using 18th-century 
distilling methods and techniques. 
Hear from Mount Vernon’s Historic 
Trades team about the history of 
distilling spirits, and tour George 
Washington’s Distillery. This event 
is held at George Washington’s Dis-
tillery & Gristmill which is located 

2.7 miles from the main estate en-
trance.  Guests may arrive directly 
at the facility and free parking is 
available on-site.

APRIL 16-17
Breakfast with the Easter Bunny. 8:30-

10:30 a.m. At Theismann’s Restau-
rant, 1800 Diagonal Road, Alexan-
dria. Hop on over to Theismann’s 
and give your family a magical 
morning in the charm of Old Town 
Alexandria with Breakfast with the 
Easter Bunny. Taking place on Sat-
urday, April 16 and Sunday, April 
17 from 8:30AM-10:30AM, chil-
dren get to meet the Easter Bunny 
and capture the moment with a 
photo. The event also Includes 
an Easter Egg Hunt & Make Your 
Own Easter Basket for the children 
to enjoy. Breakfast menu includes 
Breakfast Pastry & Bagel Basket, 
Deviled Easter Eggs, Yogurt Parfait, 
French Toast and more! Beverage 
offerings include Classic Mimosas, 
Bellinis or Prosecco for adults. 

TUESDAY/APRIL 19
Your Family Timeline. 1-3 p.m. Via 

Zoom. At 7701 Stone Wheat Court, 
Alexandria. Learn how to create 
a timeline to advance your family 
search from renowned profes-
sional genealogist, author, and 
teacher, Sharon Hodges. Hodges 
will present at the Mount Vernon 
Genealogical Society’s April 19 
meeting. Visit the website: https://
mvgenealogy.org/eventListings.
php?nm=20#er534   Register via 
email at contact-us@mvgenealogy.
org. Visit https://mvgenealogy.org/
eventListings.php?nm=20#er534.

THURSDAY/APRIL 21
Beatrix Farrand’s Legacy at Green 

Spring Gardens. 4-5 p.m. At Green 
Spring Gardens, 4603 Green 
Spring Road, Alexandria. In honor 
of the 80th anniversary of the 
installation of Beatrix Farrand’s 
garden at Green Spring Gardens, 
join landscape historian and author 
Judith Tankard as she talks about 
the incredible garden designs of 
America’s first female landscape 
architect Beatrix Farrand. Call 703-
642-5173.

THURSDAY/APRIL 21
Outdoor Bluegrass Concert. 5-6 p.m. 

At The Rectory on Princess Street, 
711 Princess Street, Alexandria. 
The father-son team Ken & Brad 
Kolodner crosses the

boundaries of Old-Time, Bluegrass and 
American Roots music in a

transfixing, elegant program played in 
sophisticated arrangements for

banjo, hammered dulcimer and fiddle 
featuring distinctive songs,

traditional pieces and original music. 
Visit the website:

https://www.classicalmovements.
com/secretgardenconcerts/

FRIDAY/APRIL 22
Garden Talk - Deer-Resistant Gardens. 

1:30-2:30 p.m. At Green Spring 
Gardens, Alexandria. (16-Adult) 
Has your garden become a smor-
gasbord for deer? While fencing 
and repellents are the tactics most 
often used, another good way to 
combat deer is to focus on plant 
selection. Learn from Extension 
Master Gardener docents about 
the many wonderful annuals, pe-
rennials and shrubs that deer don’t 
find appetizing. $10 per person. 
Code GCA.NGFA. Register online 
at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
parktakes or call Green Spring 
Gardens at 703-642-5173.
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Request for Early Input
 

Environmental Assessment
Proposed Action and Alternatives for the Distribution Center at 

Fort Belvoir, Virginia  

All Interested Parties: The U.S. Army Garrison, Fort Belvoir, Virginia 
is preparing an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the construction 
and operation of a distribution center at the Fort Belvoir North Area 
(FBNA) in Springfield, Virginia, pursuant to the National Environmen-
tal Policy Act (NEPA) of 1969 (42 United States Code Section 4321 
et seq.), the Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) regulations that 
implement NEPA (40 Code of Federal Regulations [CFR] 1500-1508), 
and 32 CFR Part 651, Environmental Analysis of Army Actions. An EA 
is used as a planning document to assess environmental impacts, 
evaluate their significance, develop alternatives and mitigation mea-
sures, and allow for agency and public participation (32 CFR 651.20). 

The EA is being prepared to evaluate the environmental impacts as-
sociated with the Proposed Action to build and operate a distribu-
tion center at FBNA. The project will modernize logistical operations 
and address safety, security, and operational concerns specific to the 
warehouse and its administrative functions. The project is needed to 
support the delivery and receipt of materials within and across the 
Washington Metropolitan Area, requiring a site within the National 
Capital Region to achieve distribution efficiencies.

The Proposed Action involves the construction and operation of 
an approximately 525,000 square foot warehouse and administrative 
building with associated parking and covered storage at FBNA for 
approximately 600 personnel. The hours of operation will typically be 
between 6am and 4pm. The proposed site location is in a forested 
area surrounded by industrial land use, keeping the same type of ac-
tivity that already exists within the FBNA fence line. 

The EA will also consider a No Action Alternative, which would 
involve no construction and no distribution center. Although the No 
Action Alternative would not meet the purpose and need for the 
action, CEQ requires the analysis of the No Action Alternative, as it 
also provides a benchmark for enabling decision-makers to compare 
the magnitude of environmental effects of the Proposed Action. 

In accordance with 40 CFR 1500-1508, the Army invites you to pro-
vide early input on the Proposed Action to be considered in our 
analysis of each alternative in the forthcoming EA. This notice is being 
distributed to organizations that may have an interest in the project. 
Information on the Proposed Action can be found on the project 
website at https://www.nab.usace.army.mil/FBNA/. Comments on 
the Proposed Action can be submitted through the project website 
or via email to FBNA@usace.army.mil.   

Additionally, once the draft EA is completed, agencies and the pub-
lic will have an opportunity to review and provide comments during 
a 30-day public review period, which will be announced in a notice 
published in local newspapers, the project website shown above, and 
the Fort Belvoir website at https://home.army.mil/belvoir/index.php/
about/Garrison/directorate-public-works/environmental-division. 
Printed copies of the draft EA will be available in the local libraries: 
Fort Belvoir Library, Lorton Library, Kingstowne Library, Sherwood 
Regional Library, and Richard Byrd Library.

We appreciate your attention to this matter. Early input will be ac-
cepted for a period of 15 days, beginning on the date of this notice. 
Should you require any additional information or have any questions, 
please contact the Fort Belvoir Directorate of Public Works-Environ-
mental Division (DPW-ED) via phone at (703) 806-3193 or (703) 806-
0020, during normal working business hours, Monday through Friday, 
8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.

Legals Legals

Coalition for TJ Files Emergency 
Request to Vacate the 4th Circuit Stay
As the Virginia Governor School 
for Science and Technology in 
Northern Virginia, the Virginia 
Department of Education sup-
ports the school. Fairfax County 
School Board administers the pro-
gram and TJ serves other school 
districts, including Arlington, 
Loudoun, Prince William coun-
ties, and the cities of Fairfax and 
Falls Church. TJ has been named 
among the best high schools in 
the country.

On March 31, 2022, a three-
judge panel of the Fourth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals, under the 
direction of federal Judge Toby 
Heytens and concurred by Judge 
Robert King, voted 2-1 to grant 
a stay pending an appeal to the 
Fairfax County School Board 
(the School Board) and Scott 
Brabrand, in his official capacity 
as Superintendent of the Fairfax 
County School Board, against Co-
alition for TJ. Judge Allison Jones 
Rushing, the panel’s third judge, 
voted to deny the March 31 mo-
tion.

The 4th Circuit order on March 
31 did not overturn the  U.S dis-
trict court’s decision by Judge 
Claude Hilton Feb. 25, 2022 dis-
allowing the new admissions pol-
icies. But the order was put on 
hold while considering the school 
board’s appeal. 

The School Board may contin-
ue to use the challenged admis-
sions plan for students applying 
to TJ, according to the March 31 
judgment.

Coalition for TJ issued a state-
ment following the 4th Circuit 
judges’ 2-1 decision, stating that 
“Judge Toby Heytens and Judge 
Robert Bruce King of the Fourth 
Circuit Court of Appeals have 
made a grave error in allowing 
Fairfax County Public Schools to 
continue its illegal admissions 
process that discriminates against 
Asian American students applying 
to Thomas Jefferson High School 
for Science and Technology. If 
the judges’ decision stands, we 
would see Fairfax County Public 
Schools usher in a second class of 
students to America’s No. 1 public 
high school through an unconsti-
tutional race-based admissions 
process.”

Judge Heytens filed a concur-
ring opinion for the March 31 
vote, writing in part, “I believe 
the public interest favors a stay 
given the timing and logistical 
constraints inherent in repealing 
the current admissions policy and 
implementing a new one so close 

to the end of the current admis-
sions cycle. Thousands of students 
and their families will be thrown 
into disarray for the next several 
months if the district court’s order 
is not stayed.”

On Oct. 25, 2021, applications 
for the TJ Class of 2026 opened 
with applications due by Dec.15, 
2021. Students should receive no-
tification of their admission status 
this month, April 2022, according 
to FCPS.

In her dissenting opinion, 
Judge Rushing stated, “Everyone 
— even temporarily frustrated 
applicants and their families — 
ultimately benefits from a pub-
lic-school admissions process not 
tainted by unconstitutional dis-
crimination.”

According to Judge Heytens, 
undisputed data presented to the 
district court demonstrate that a 
higher percentage of Asian Amer-
ican students were admitted than 
applied, even under the current 
plan. He wrote in his opinion, 
“Taking all this into account, it 
seems the more prudent course 
is to allow the current admissions 
cycle to proceed according to set-
tled expectations and require a 
change, if any, beginning with the 
next class.”

Thomas Jefferson High School 
for Science and Technology ad-
missions have been questioned 
for decades because of the de-
mographics of the  student body 
which included only a tiny per-
centage of economically disad-
vantaged students.

For example, in 2015, Fairfax 
County Public Schools said 8 per-
cent of applicants and 1.2 percent 
of those admitted qualify for free 
and reduced meals. Of all stu-
dents in Fairfax County, by com-
parison, more than 28 percent 
received free and reduced meals 
at the time. 

Numbers of Black and Latino 
students were also very low. The 
admitted class of 2019 was 2.4 
percent Hispanic, 1.6 percent 
Black.

In 2003, nearly 20 years ago, 
the Fairfax County School Board 
established a Blue Ribbon panel 
of experts to study the dispari-
ties and make recommendations. 
But revamped admissions policies 
made little change in the dispar-
ities.

It wasn’t until qualitative 
changes in the admissions process 
in 2020 that change was reflect-
ed in the makeup of TJ’s student 
body, with students entering in 
2021 for the class of 2025. Black 

students increased from 1.23 
percent (2020-21) to 7.09 per-
cent. Hispanic students increased 
from 3.29 percent (2020-21) to 
11.27 percent. The number of 
economically disadvantaged stu-
dents [those eligible to receive 
reduced-price or free meals at 
school] increased from slightly 
greater than 0.5 percent (0.62 in 
2020-21) to 25.09 percent. 

Every middle school in the Fair-
fax County Public School division 
was represented at TJ as seats in 
the Class of 2025 were allocated 
for the top 1.5 percent of appli-
cants from every middle school’s 
eighth-grade student population. 
Students from historically under-
represented middle schools in-
creased to 30.73 percent versus 
5.56 percent (2020-21). 

The Coalition for TJ filed a fed-
eral lawsuit against the School 
Board with the help of the Pacific 
Legal Foundation, claiming that 
the School Board’s changes were 
specifically designed to reduce 
the percentage of Asian Ameri-
can students who enroll at TJ, to 
equalize the school per Fairfax 
County’s racial demographics.

The New York Times reported 
that the Pacific Legal Founda-
tion is behind multiple lawsuits 
that challenge elite public high 
schools changing their admissions 
policies to diversify their student 
body. https://www.nytimes.
com/2022/02/16/us/school-ad-
missions-affirmative-action.htm-
l?smid=url-share

In February, a federal judge 
struck down the new admissions 
policy. But late in March, the U.S. 
Court of Appeals issued a stay, al-
lowing the current applications, 
already in process for the class of 
2026, to move forward under the 
invalidated admissions process. 

The Coalition for TJ filed on 
April 8, 2022 an emergency re-
quest with the U.S. Supreme 
Court to vacate the Fourth Cir-
cuit’s stay (March 31, 2022). 

According to Pacific Legal Foun-
dation, the Supreme Court is ex-
pected to rule on the coalition’s 
emergency request in the coming 
weeks. 

Even if the Supreme Court does 
not vacate the stay, the Fourth 
Circuit or Supreme Court could 
ultimately agree with the district 
court judge that TJ’s revised ad-
missions policy is unlawful, says 
Pacific Legal in its online state-
ment.  Pacific Legal Foundation 
adds that it expects a Fourth Cir-
cuit decision on the school board’s 
appeal around the end of the year.
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See Helping, Page 7

ClassifiedClassified
To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Be a part of our: 

Wellbeing pages, the first 
week of every month. 

Delight in our HomeLifeStyle 
sections, the second week 
of every month. Peek at the 
top real estate sales, glimpse 
over-the-top remodeling 
projects, get practical 
suggestions for your home. 

Celebrate students, camps, 
schools, enrichment 
programs, colleges and 
more in our A-plus: 
Education, Learning, 
Fun pages, the third week 
of every month. 

Senior Living, fourth week 
of every month.

Questions? 
E-mail sales@connection 

newspapers.com or 
call 703-778-9431

And affiliated newspapers

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-

your-newspaper-printing

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, 
Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street • Alexandria, 

VA • 703-778-9431

Newspapers & Online

25 Cents

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria

March 24, 2016

Publishing Since 1784

March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

25 CENTS Newsstand PriceMARCH 23-29, 2016

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you 
for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s 
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette 
Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

We Need 
Your Help 

Again

Thank you to the hundreds of 
supporters who helped to keep 

all your Connection Newspapers 
alive throughout Alexandria, Fairfax 

County Arlington County and 
Potomac, Md. along with affiliated 

websites and digital media. 
Now we need help again in 2022.

ABC LICENSE
PGJ ENTERPRISES LLC trading as JUANA 
SUPERMARKET, 5838 N KINGS HWY STE 
C, ALEXANDRIA, FAIRFAX COUNTY, VA. 
22303-2025. The above establishment is 

applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) 
for a WINE & Beer off premises license to 
sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. 

PINO GIBSON JR, MANAGING MEMBER. 
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this 

license must be submitted to ABC no later 
than 30 days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required newspaper legal 

notices. Objections should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals
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From Page 4

Business Business 
DirectoryDirectory

Call 703-549-0004
for advertising information

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Expert Tree Work

Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

All those Charmin and Cottonelle 
television commercials for “the go”/”down 
there care.” As my late mother used to say 
about so many nauseating subjects: “It’s 
enough already.” I realize toilet paper is a 
staple, especially during a pandemic, but is 
it necessary that there are so many televi-
sion advertisements? They’re appearing so 
often that I’ve even seen these competing 
companies/products advertise during the 
same commercial break. Not exactly back-
to-back, but very nearly so. Talk about 
overkill. If these brands aren’t careful, 
they’re going to kill the goose that laid ply 
at their doorstep.

I mean, how much prodding/encour-
agement do I need every day to assist me 
with my toilet paper decisions? Not nearly 
as much as I’m getting, that’s for sure. How 
many more times must I see that adoles-
cent bear wiggle his butt? And how many 
more times must I hear about treating “the 
skin that I don’t see as well as I treat the 
skin that I do see?” No more, please? I have 
enough visuals of forearms being wiped to 
last me a lifetime. I know that toilet paper 
sales are a huge business with endless 
repeat customer buys, but I’ve reached my 
point of no return. As in there’s no more 
return on their advertising investment in my 
household. We have been saturated with 
toilet paper problems/solutions so much 
so that if I never see another television 
commercial, funny or not, it will be soon 
enough for me.

Besides, I’m a grown man. I know what 
works for me – and what doesn’t. And that 
awareness most definitely includes toilet 
paper and all its features and benefits – and 
innuendos. I may be stubborn or a creature 
of consumer habit – or merely protective 
of my privacy, but all this recurring toilet 
paper market penetration/saturation is 
becoming too much to bear. I’m not a 
prude in the least, but I do feel as if there 
are certain subjects/descriptions which are 
off limits – or rather should be. However, 
the recent spate of toilet paper verbal and 
visual manipulation has crossed the line I 
never thought needed to be drawn because 
it was clear to everybody that it already 
existed. Apparently, the rules of advertising 
aren’t aware of these lines.

I understand that market share and 
profit are crucial to a commercial ventures/
success/viability. But to invoke a famous 
question from the 1954 McCarthy hearings: 
“Where’s your decency?” Gone. That’s 
where if the frequency and substance 
of these toilet paper advertisements are 
allowed to continue. Enough is enough, 
which for Scott brands is 1000 sheets. For 
me however, it’s really none of anybody’s 
business what I do in the privacy of my 
own bathroom. Whether I use an off-
brand, single, double, or triple ply or paper 
infused with aloe. I’m happy to be left to 
my own devices. I’ll figure it out and the 
less the advertisers have to do with it, the 
better.

Going, Going, 
I Wish They 
Were Gone

News

A
pril 20

Fairfax County Public Schools 
(FCPS) recognizes all mili-
tary-connected children in April 

during the Month of the Military Child. This 
yearly tradition is part of a national celebra-
tion to recognize military children for their 
resilience, strength, and sacrifices. 

April 20, 2022 is designated as Purple Up! 
For Military Kids Day. FCPS has over 13,500 
military-connected youth as part of its student 
body. These children enrich the school commu-
nity with their wide-ranging life experiences.

Show support for military children, Purple 
Up! on April 20. Wear purple as a visible way 
to show appreciation for military-connected 
youth. Why purple? Purple symbolizes all 
branches of the military as a combination of 
Army green, Marine red, along with Coast 
Guard, Air Force, Space Force and Navy blue.

Resources for Military Families
More information on supports for Military 

families: https://www.fcps.edu/resources/
family-engagement/resources-military-fam-
ilies?utm_campaign+=&utm_medium=e-
mail&utm_source=govdelivery 

The Parent Resource Center (PRC) offers 
a welcoming and engaging environment for 
families, educators and community mem-
bers. The PRC provides access to informa-
tion and resources to support the success of 
all students, including those with learning 
challenges, special needs and disabilities. 
Military families may be interested in the 
Military Connected Families padlet, as well 
as the lending library, webinars and other 
resources. Contact the PRC for more infor-
mation

Call 703-204-3941
Email prc@fcps.edu

Purple for Military Kids Day

For the first time in nearly 50 years, the 
Washington DC Temple will be open 
for public tours. This is a rare oppor-

tunity to come inside this holy building. Vis-
itors will discover how the members of The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
view the Temple as sacred, as a sanctuary 
from the tumultuous world, and as a place 
to become more like our Savior.

Visitors will experience the beautiful ar-
chitecture, art, and a feeling of peace, pur-
pose and hope. Three quarters of a million 
people visited the original open house in 
1974. During that Special Preview Week, the 
Temple was visited by the First Family, the 
US Vice President, White House staff, most 
of the members of US Congress and Su-
preme Court, Cabinet officers and thousands 
of state and local government officials, ju-
diciary, international officials and clergy. 
During the weeks that followed, hundreds of 

thousands of people from the general public 
went through the Temple. Soon, for a limit-
ed time, people will have the same opportu-
nity. Hundreds of thousands of visitors are 
expected to visit this iconic location during 
this open house.

People of all ages, faiths, and no faith 
are welcome to come inside the Temple be-
tween April 28 through June 11, 2022, Mon-
days-Saturdays (no Sundays) 9 a.m. – 9 p.m. 
Entrance is free and does not require a ticket 
to enter. A free timed parking ticket (one per 
vehicle) is needed to park a car. If coming by 
Metro to the Forest Glen Station, a free shut-
tle ticket is needed from the station to the 
Temple.  Groups should make special reser-
vations. For information and tickets: www.
dctemple.org .

After June 11 the Open House will con-
clude and the Temple will again be closed to 
the general public.

Limited Opportunity to See 
Washington DC Temple

and school counselors a comprehensive 
overview of the United States service 
academies and their admission process-
es.

Attendees will have the opportunity to join 
breakout sessions with representatives 
from the United States service academies 
for presentations and an interactive 
question and answer period. On the 
main stage, you will hear from represen-
tatives from the Virginia congressional 
delegation about the application proce-
dures for congressional nominations to 
the academies as well as speakers from 
the Department of Defense Medical Ex-
amination Review Board, the University 
of Virginia ROTC programs, the Virginia 
Tech Corps of Cadets, the Virginia Mili-
tary Institute, and the Virginia Women’s 
Institute for Leadership at Mary Baldwin 
University. There will also be time to 
speak in more detail with many of these 
representatives at their virtual resource 

tables.
Information on the nomination process for 

the service academies is available on the 
Senator’s website at www.warner.senate.
gov. You may email academy_noms@
warner.senate.gov with any questions.

 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
United Community (formerly UCM), 

7511 Fordson Road, Alexandria, seeks 
volunteers for Food Pantry assistance, 
Early Learning Center teacher aides, 
basic needs counselors, youth tutors 
and mentors, office administration/data 
entry, and community outreach. Flexible 
hours and schedules. Opportunities for 
all ages to serve, including community 
service hours. More info at ucmagency.
org/volunteer-opportunities  or email 
volunteer@ucmagency.org.

Operation Paws for Homes, a Virginia based 
501(c)(3) organization seeks volunteers, 
especially to foster dogs. See www.
ophrescue.org for information and all 
volunteer opportunities. 

Bulletin Board
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