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Arlington Art Festival 
This Weekend
Page 2

Oh, Deer, It’s Not Simple!
Pages 3, 6, 7

Catching Tadpoles 
And More

Page 11

Park Naturalist Ken Rosenthal hands 
out nets for Afternoon at the Pond at 
Gulf Branch Nature Center.
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T
he Arlington Festival of 
the Arts is in Clarendon, 
the heart of the Arling-
ton restaurant scene, 

nightlife and shopping. The festival 
is outdoors on N. Highland Street 
at Wilson Boulevard. Visitors will 
have the opportunity to discover 
handmade-in-the-USA, original 
works of art across every medium. 
The careful vetting process ensures 
the finest and most diverse offer-
ings of sculpture, pottery, jewelry, 
photography, mixed-media, paint-
ing and more will be available. 
https://www.artfestival.com/festi-
vals/arlington-festival-arts

When:
Saturday, April 23rd, 2022
Sunday, April 24th, 2022
10am to 5pm

Where:
3003 Washington Blvd. 
in Arlington, VA
Free Admission

Arlington Festival
Of the Arts

ennifer Lynn Becker

Alfred Addo
Addo Contemporary Art Ryan Curran

www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Sign up forSign up for FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
to all of our papers
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See Deer in Arlington, Page 6

By Ashley Simpson
The Connection

O
h, those white-tailed 
deer: the wide-eyed, 
long-legged, forest 
creatures seem like 

pets to so many of us here in Vir-
ginia – even in Arlington. And, 
throughout the state, we really kind 
of have adopted them as our own. 
In fact, ‘Virginia deer’ is another 
common name for these plant-eat-
ing, non-territorial animals.

This name for them isn’t surpris-
ing, either. White-tailed deer are 
about as native to Virginia as you 
could imagine, having lived along-
side humans on the East Coast for 
centuries. So, even if you’ve only 
lived in Arlington County for a 
short while, you’ve likely seen your 
fair share of Virginia deer. 

To put it into numerical perspec-
tive, the Virginia Department of 
Wildlife Resources estimates that 
there is a pre-hunt population of 
850,000 to one million whitetails 
living across the state. 

Make no mistake, either. Despite 
how commonplace they are, white-

sections of Arlington County. 
Released last September, the public now 

knows this study as “The Arlington County 
Deer Survey and Next Steps.”

Arlington’s Deer Status, 
According to Drone Findings

At the conclusion of the survey, the drone 
contractor stated that all evidence pointed 
to a number of deer in Arlington County that 
exceeded the area’s carrying capacity.

In other words, deer overpopulation was 
confirmed. “Arlington has 290 deer at mini-
mum as surveyed on non-federal properties, 
[with] 13 per square mile in the County,” ac-
cording to the report. The study also stated 
that four out of seven sections of the county 
had 20 deer per square mile, which is “high-
er than most experts agree is healthy for re-

generation of native plants.”
The drone study write-up didn’t stop 

there, either. It went on to say:
“Deer numbers above the biological car-

rying capacity can affect the ecology of natu-
ral lands … Forests do not regenerate, native 
plants supporting other wildlife suffer, insects 
and ground nesting birds decline, invasives 
spread and prosper, and erosion and compac-
tion may also increase when deer numbers 
are above what the land can support.”

In addition to the environmental problems 
cited above, there are also legitimate con-
cerns that too many Virginia deer – which 
are by no means small in stature — are high-
ly capable of causing serious car accidents 
and other incidents which can inflict signifi-
cant harm to humans. 

Then there are also the serious and 
life-threatening tick-borne illnesses like 
Lyme Disease that have been associated 
with these East Coast deer.

Arlington County Parks and  
Recreation View

Even though the drone contractor who 

conducted the study was comfort-
able with the overpopulation con-
clusion, the Arlington County De-
partment of Parks and Recreation 
isn’t totally on board – at least not 
yet.

“The survey found that four out of 
eight areas surveyed were found to 
have more than 20 deer per square 
mile, a number which many experts 
believe exceeds the ecological car-
rying capacity for similar urban 
habitats,” said Alonso Abugattas, 
the Natural Resources Manager for 
the Parks and Natural Resources Di-
vision of the Arlington County DPR. 
“However, the carrying capacity for 
deer can vary between and within 
communities. That being said, the 
County believes it is too early to say 
if we have a deer problem.”

Further research, Abugattas ex-
plained, is most definitely required 
before Arlington County will make 
any kind of decision or take any 
kind of action that would affect the 
local Virginia deer population.

Animal Welfare League of 
Arlington: ‘No Scientific Basis’ 

As a result of local buzz sur-
rounding this survey, animal wel-

fare experts from the Animal Welfare League 
of Arlington (AWLA) officially entered the 
deer conversation in February. 

AWLA leaders insist on being a part of the 
dialogue and decision-making process as to 
what deer-related measures – if any – that 
Arlington County will take.

And one potential measure is culling – 
an official program through which experts 
lower the deer population in the community 
with firearms or other weaponry. This is a 
process that Arlington County has never be-
fore pursued.

The AWLA broke its silence on the matter 
with an official statement that its leaders re-
leased on behalf of the whole organization 
– including Arlington Animal Control, which 
falls underneath the umbrella of the AWLA.

Published on the AWLA’s website, the 
statement was written by Animal Control 
Chief Jennifer Toussaint and AWLA CEO 
Samuel Wolbert. And, their overarching 
message was that the DPR’s 2021 deer study 
had “no scientific basis.” 

“Following the concerns of some local 
citizens, Arlington County recently funded 
a deer survey to establish a count of our 
white-tailed deer population,” Wolbert and 
Touissant wrote in their joint statement. 
“You may have heard that the results of this 
survey suggest that Arlington County has a 
‘deer problem,’ with deer levels exceeding 
higher than healthy amounts. This, however, 
is far from the truth.”

Toussaint explained that the AWLA was 
compelled to put out this statement because 
there simply can’t be a conversation about 
deer without the organization’s input. The 
AWLA does, after all, handle thousands of 

Oh Deer: Just How Big a Problem Are Deer in Arlington?

Arlington’s deer population is not shy.
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tailed deer can be a strikingly beautiful sight 
to behold. It’s especially eye-catching – and 
heartwarming – to see a graceful, protective 
doe followed by her brood of slightly clumsy, 
doe-eyed fawns. 

Still, regardless of their beauty and non-vi-
olent nature, Virginia deer can undoubtedly 
cause their fair share of damage. An over-
population of these deer is a recipe for mul-
tiple forms of disaster – both environmental 
in nature, and in terms of safety for humans 
and other animals.

Last spring, with the potential of a deer 
overpopulation in mind, the Arlington 
County Department of Parks and Recreation 
(DPR) decided to pursue a contractor-con-
ducted survey of local deer. It was a drone-
based study to determine a more precise 
number of deer that live across the multiple 
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Opinion

By Sen. Adam Ebbin

T
he heavy workload 
of this year’s General 
Assembly session pro-
duced some 728 bills 

from our bipartisan legislature. 
Though the outcome of some 
key pieces of legislation and an 
agreement on our biennial bud-
get remain outstanding, these 
bills reflect the urgent priorities 
of lawmakers and those they are elected to rep-
resent. With a different party controlling each 
chamber of the legislature, the only bills which 
made it to the Governor were the product of 
bipartisan compromise built on long-standing 
relationships, intensive stakeholder input, and 
the shared priority of doing the people’s busi-
ness. 

Each year, at the adjournment of session, fo-
cus shifts to the Governor’s policy team as they 
review the often complex, diverse slate bills we 
send them. A new administration often means 
that aides who were not involved in the craft-
ing and amending of these bills, and who are 
still honing their subject matter expertise, face 
a monumental task. The Governor is Constitu-
tionally required to approve, amend, or veto all 
bills communicated to him within 30 days of 
the end of session. That deadline was Monday, 
April 11th.

With no bills possessing a major partisan 
bent in the mix, Governor Youngkin’s team was 
granted a rather unique opportunity to fully 
put aside political maneuvering and focus com-
pletely on vetting the policies. 

Unfortunately, as the clock 
ticked towards midnight on his 
last day to act, the Governor 
squandered that rare opportunity 
with a flourish of his pen — veto-
ing 25 uncontroversial, bipartisan 
bills, all carried by Democrats, in 
a harried attempt at political ret-
ribution. These included nine of 
the 10 bills I sent to his desk — 
five which passed unanimously, 

and four others which passed with more than 
2/3rds of both bodies voting in favor. These 
bills provided real, meaningful change for Vir-
ginians, including reducing the backlog for ben-
efits at the Virginia Employment Commission, 
increasing consumers’ privacy over their per-
sonal data, providing employment and insur-
ance protections for living organ donors, and 
reducing overburdensome taxes on growing 
businesses. In five cases, the Governor signed 
identical House bills, then vetoed my Senate 
version. This is an unprecedented practice, de-
valuing the teamwork and collegiality which al-
low House and Senate patrons to navigate each 
other’s chambers. The Governor and I have had 
several congenial, productive meetings since he 
took office, and though we have clashed over 
several of his first choices for appointed posi-
tions, I was surprised by this rather churlish use 
of his authority. 

Generally, the Governor provides a thorough 
written explanation for his legislative actions 
to the Assembly — making his case to uphold a 
veto or win approval of an amendment. Howev-
er, despite vetoing more bills than any first-year 

Governor since Jim Gilmore in 1998, details on 
the Governor’s reasoning remain sparse. In one 
case his office pointed out several flaws in a bill, 
introduced by Sen. Dave Marsden (D-Fairfax), 
regulating cars blocking a right of way. The only 
problem? The final version of this bill already ad-
dressed these concerns — one can only infer that 
their analysis was based on the unpolished, in-
troduced version. The Governor attributed three 
other vetoes to “industry opposition” including a 
bill by Del. Cia Price (D-Hampton) to give locali-
ties the ability to sue dangerously negligent land-
lords, one from Sen. Marsden to reduce high-risk 
braking by 18 wheelers during snowstorms, and 
one by Sen. Scott Surovell (D-Fairfax) to index 
the cost of solid waste disposal. But in all three 
cases, the industry stakeholders didn’t oppose 
the bill — in fact they had actively supported 
and collaborated with the patron to improve the 
bills. The Governor vetoed several bills creating 
studies stating that we should not waste public 
dollars on studying issues — “the time for action 
is now.” This stands in clear contrast to the multi-
ple times Youngkin’s office offered amendments 
to bills that changed active policy to studies and 
workgroups. 

This lack of consistency surely leaves Virgin-
ians scratching their heads. Is it indicative of a 
prolonged learning curve, a signifier of priori-
ties focused outside the lawmaking process, or 
simply frustration boiling over from a session 
where less than 50% of the Governor’s agen-
da made it to his desk? Whatever the answer, 
these actions serve neither the deliberative and 
effective culture of the General Assembly, nor 
the people of Virginia, well

Poor Penmanship: What About All Those Vetoes?

Office of 55+ Programs
Department of Parks and Recre-

ation 
300 N. Park Dr., Arlington, VA 

22203            703-228-4747

Date: 3-23-22  C o n -
tact: Judy Massabny,  jmassa@ar-
lingtonva.us

55+ Programs are virtual, indoors 
at 55+ Centers and outdoors. A 55+ 
Pass is required to participate (start-
ing at a $20 annual fee). To join or 
register, go to registration.arlington-
va.us or call 703-228-4747.

55+ “Tour de Friends” Bike Club 
members will ride to Reston Town 
Center and back, Thursday, Apr. 21, 
11 a.m. Registration # 913206-07.

Recycling and compost updates 
presented by representatives from 
Arlington’s Dept. of Environmental 
Services, Thursday, Apr. 21, 1:30 
p.m. Registration # 913400-01. 
Program will include how to reduce 
Arlington’s carbon footprint and the 
benefits of keeping food waste out of 
landfills.

 Introduction to line dancing, 
learn basic steps, Friday, Apr. 22, 
10:15 a.m., Aurora Hills 55+ Center. 
Drop in.

EarthFest 2022, virtual presenta-

tion, Saturday, Apr. 23 starting at 10 
a.m. Learn about recycling, how to 
make recycled planters and upcycled 
art. All ages welcome. For registra-
tion information, call 703-228-7369.

Rummikub, game combines ele-
ments of gin rummy and Mah Jongg, 
weekdays at Arlington Mill 55+ Cen-
ter at

11 a.m. Drop in. Rummikub is also 
a Northern Virginia Senior Olympics 
event.

Early morning art activity with 
community arts programmer Jenni-
fer Droblyen, Monday, May 2, 9 a.m.

Registration # 913303-13.

Canasta games, Wednesdays, 10 
a.m., Walter Reed 55+ Center. In-
struction available. Drop in.

Mother’s Day Music and Tea, 
packaged assorted sweets, Wednes-
day, May 4, 1:30 p.m., Aurora Hills 
55+ Center. Bring pictures of moth-
er, wife, children. Registration # 
913890-02.

Local history  group to discuss Ar-
lington’s parks, Wednesday, May 4, 
1:30 p.m. Registration # 913402-15.

Opera appreciation, hear and dis-
cuss musical selections from Bellini’s 
“Norma”, Wednesday, May 4, 1:30 
p.m., Lubber Run 55+ Center. Reg-

istration # 913300-06.

Basic hand crafts, develop skills 
using silk flowers and bottle cap 
crafts, Wednesday, May 4, 11 a.m., 
Lubber Run 55+ Center. Registration 
# 913310-04.

Aging in Place, find out if your 
home is suitable and safe to stay long 
term, Thursday, May 5, 1:30 p.m. 
Presented  by Patrice Winter, associ-

ate professor, George Mason Univer-
sity. Registration # 913404-06.

Smart homes, hear a basic intro-
duction to home automation devices 
such as Amazon Alexa and Google 
Home,  Thursday, May 5, 2 p.m., Ar-
lington Mill 55+ Center. Registration 
# 913403-07.

Travel Trivia, Thursday, May 5, 11 
a.m. Registration # 913601-04.

“Flourishing After 55”
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See Bridges, Page 8

8th Annual

Festival of the Arts
ARLINGTON

April 23rd - 24th
Outdoors on N. Highland Street at 
Wilson Blvd in the Clarendon Neighborhood (Arlington, VA)

FREE ADMISSION

Sat./Sun. 10am - 5pm
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Don’t miss next weekend’s 
show in Chevy Chase!
April 30th - May 1st at 

The Shops at Wisconsin Place

Learn About Adver� sing 
in the Connec� on

and Digital Op� ons!
Adver� sing in the Connec� onAdver� sing in the Connec� on

 and upcoming special sec� ons: and upcoming special sec� ons:

  connectionnewspapers.com/advertisingconnectionnewspapers.com/advertising

or call 703.778.9431

Bridges to Independence will 
hold its annual Bridges’ Bash 
Wednesday, May 4 at Army 

Navy  Country Club. The event 
begins at 6:30pm with a VIP re-
ception, followed by general ad-
mission at 7 pm. This year’s  Bash 
theme is “Mardi Gras in May,” and 
will feature live music by Geno 
Marriott & the Spirit of Jazz, open 
bar, curated  live and silent auc-
tions, hors d’oeuvres and much 
more. Mardi Gras festive attire is 
suggested.  

The Bash, which was postponed 
from its original date due to pan-
demic concerns, will be a chance 
for the community  to come to-
gether to celebrate for the first 
time in more than two years. It is 
one of Bridges’ premier fundrais-
ing events  that directly supports 
the organization’s housing and sta-
bility programs for our neighbors 
in need. 

Presenting sponsor Amazon is 
joined by other headline sponsors 
Arlington Strategy, Latham Bio-
pharm Group and  National Capi-
tal Bank. 

In addition to sponsors, Bridg-
es donors, volunteers, community 
leaders and others will be in atten-
dance to enjoy a  high-energy eve-
ning of dancing, networking, and 
connections. 

Brian O’Neill, Interim Chief Ex-
ecutive Officer for Bridges to Inde-
pendence, says the money raised 
from the Bash is  critical to the or-
ganization’s mission. “Funds raised 
with the Bash – through tickets 
sales, auction bids, sponsorship 
and  on-site donations, will direct-
ly impact more than 150 families 
here in our community, 200 youth, 
and 200 community  service center 
program participants.” He went on 
to say, “Bridges is grateful for the 
generosity of our event sponsors 
and the volunteer Bash Commit-

Bridges 
Bash



6  v  Arlington Connection  v  April 20-26, 2022 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

wildlife calls and concerns every year.
“We really just wanted to join the conver-

sation, because we should be a part of it,” 
Touissant said. “For decades, the AWLA has 
been responsible for wildlife management 
– which includes deer – for all of Arlington 
County. We know the statistics because or-
phaned, injured, deceased deer always come 
to us first. And, simply put, we know how 
to make the difficult decisions that impact 
the community as a whole – both for wildlife 
and for humans.”

The AWLA’s official statement also made 
the point that there really is no set-in-stone 
number that automatically equates to an un-
healthy quantity of deer.

“The fact is, determining a ‘healthy car-
rying capacity’ is a political judgment that 
is not rooted in biology,” Wolbert and Tous-
saint wrote. “There is no one ‘magic’ num-
ber that any community should have. Say-
ing that Arlington County, with 13 deer per 
square mile, has too many deer is a political 
determination and not based on the envi-
ronment in which the deer are located.”

In other words, the AWLA maintains that 
there is no proof that any form of deer re-
duction action – namely culling – is neces-
sary in Arlington County.

“There have been no substantiated claims 
with regard to the deer populations,” Tous-
saint said. “The multiple articles we saw 
that were posted on different media outlets 
made statistically unsubstantiated claims.”

Touissant explained that what likely 
happened is that people just started seeing 
more deer than they previously did – before 
COVID quarantine protocols kept them at 
home. Then, deer naturally became a great-
er topic of conversation. 

“We understand that, in an urban area 
like Arlington, a lot of people have no pre-
vious history of interacting with native wild 
animals,” Toussaint said. “What happened 
during COVID is that people were home at 
times that they never had been to see ani-
mals.”

The real deal, according to the AWLA?
“As a county, we simply don’t know 

enough whether or not there are more deer 
than there have been or if there is more of 
a problem,” Toussaint said. “We don’t have 
any kind of data that suggests that there has 
been more damage caused by deer.”

If you do look at the AWLA’s numbers – 
those statistics that the AWLA keeps meticu-
lous records of – deer don’t seem to be much 
of a problem at all for Arlington residents.

In fact, in November 2020, the AWLA im-
plemented an online program designed spe-
cifically for the community to report wildlife 
concerns. And, as Touissant explained, less 
than three percent of the 650 reports were 
related to deer.

“Similarly, in 2021 AWLA received 2,733 
calls for service relating to wildlife, with 
only 131 calls pertaining to deer (5%),” 
the AWLA statement read. “Of those 131 
calls, nearly half were resolved through ed-
ucation. In fact, the most common concern 
raised by residents was not about adult deer 
but, rather, the health of orphaned fawns. If 

there truly were ‘too many deer,’ we would 
have more deer-related complaints.”

Arlington Naturalists Say: Too Many 
Deer for a Healthy Arlington 

As much as the people on the flip side of 
the AWLA’s argument appreciate deer and 
their role in the ecosystem, they see things 
differently than the animal welfare orga-
nization does. And while many of these 
people in disagreement are also seasoned, 
highly trained wildlife experts like those at 
the AWLA, they insist that a passive solution 
against deer simply won’t be enough to pre-
serve Arlington’s natural areas.

The Arlington Regional Master Naturalists 
(ARMN) – a regional chapter of the Virginia 
Master Naturalists — is a leading group be-
hind this educational effort.     

The ARMN, by the way, is a non-profit or-
ganization made up of rigorously educated 
and certified “volunteer educators, citizen 
scientists, and stewards helping to conserve 
and manage natural resources and public 
lands in Virginia,” according to the official 
website for the Virginia Master Naturalists.

“ARMN members serve as Park Stewards 
for 20 parks in Arlington which contain the 
most important natural areas,” Marion Jor-
dan, Master Naturalist and former ARMN 
president, said. “We also support the county 
in a full range of habitat restoration work 
throughout the county. On top of that, we 
serve as Park Stewards and do habitat res-
toration work in other natural areas in our 
area. (Alexandria, Falls Church, Arlington, 
and other nearby areas).”

Like the AWLA, the ARMN works togeth-
er with the Arlington County Department of 
Parks and Recreation through a partnership 
of sorts. And it has been over the last couple 
years that ARMN volunteers have urged the 
Department of Parks  to pay greater atten-
tion to deer issues. 

“We have been talking to members of 
the community about deer for the last two 
years,” said Steve Young, Master Naturalist 
and Arlington Park Steward. “People all over 
the county understand that the deer are a 
problem. We helped and encouraged the 
DPR to pay more attention to the deer is-

sue, and they felt like they needed numbers 
– hence, the deer survey. We are one of the 
few organizations who are in the position to 
shed light on this problem.”

And even though the ARMN may have 
given the Arlington County DPR a nudge to 
take a deeper look into deer, the DPR had 
been hearing similar deer concerns from 
multiple sources for more than ten years.

“Arlington has a long-standing commit-
ment to our natural resource protection 
and conservation,” Abugattas explained. 
“In 2011, the Wildlife of Arlington: A Nat-
ural Heritage Resource Inventory Technical 
Report identified deer as a species of local 
concern, and recommended a population 
or browse survey, due to impacts deer can 
cause.”

However, it wasn’t until last year that the 
Arlington County DPR had access to funds 
for the drone technology and contractors 
that were required to conduct such a survey.

“Recent technological improvements 
made a drone survey a feasible, accurate 
way to determine the deer population where 
our parks are interwoven with residential 
and urban space,” Abugattas said. “This, 
combined with staff observations and con-
cerns expressed by some community mem-
bers, led us to do the survey.”

Downplayed Deer Survey Results?
The way the ARMN team sees it, the Ar-

lington County DPR’s deer survey under-
states the severity of the deer overpopula-
tion data that the drones collected.

“The survey did conclude that there are 
too many deer in natural areas,” Jordan 
said. “People seem to be talking past this a 
little bit, and that concerns us. Headlines be-
ing communicated mute the issue, and the 
longer we wait to do something about the 
deer, the more irreversible harm we will see 
done to our ecosystem.”

Abugattas understands this point – at 
least to some degree.

“The results of the survey identified 290 
deer,” he said. “This is a conservative number 
because some deer may have been missed. 
We could not survey Federal and National 
Park Service properties within the County, 

and we know there are deer there. Also, the 
surveyors did not count questionable ob-
servations, so we believe the 290 deer that 
were reported is the minimum seen within 
the County area.”

On top of these roadblocks, Arlington 
County was not permitted to fly drones at 
ideal times or during the ideal season for 
deer sightings.

As both Young and Abugattas explained, 
the DPR drones could not fly at nighttime 
when deer would be more visible. Also, the 
survey was conducted during the spring, 
when trees were grown out to the point that 
made it difficult for the drone surveyors to 
unequivocally confirm the presence of deer.

“Ideally drone deer surveys are performed 
at night and in winter when there is less ac-
tivity outdoors by humans and heat signa-
tures show up best,” Abugattas said. “Due to 
federal permitting restrictions in the Nation-
al Capital area, the contractor could not fly 
the drones at night.  Instead, the contractor 
flew as much as possible at dusk, dawn, and 
on cloudy days… Where thermal images 
were not clear, the image was not counted.”

Still, the ARMN stresses that, despite the 
misleading low deer count identified in 
the survey, the overarching conclusion was 
clear: there are too many deer in Arlington 
County – namely in the natural areas. 

“Actually, if you look at deer per natural 
area, it’s a very high concentration,” Young 
said. “The metrics that the survey used were 
not representative. The results from urban 
areas – where naturally there won’t be as 
many deer, diluted the accuracy of the re-
sults.”

As a result, all other plants and creatures 
who rely on these parks and natural areas 
for food and habitats are suffering.

Why Does It Matter? Breakdown of 
Deer-related Damage

The ARMN team stressed that they are 
in no way avid proponents of actions like 
culling. It’s just that, it is their duty to look 
at the bigger picture – and to not take any 
options off the table that would protect the 
ecosystem.

“One of the points that the AWLA made 
during a recent official gathering is their 
no-kill policy,” Bill Browning, ARMN Master 
Naturalist and Arlington Park Steward, said. 
“We can all respect that. They are totally op-
posed to lethal measures. I don’t think it’s 
fair to say that we are advocating for lethal 
deer control. We don’t want to go out and 
kill deer. What we are doing is addressing 
the harm that deer cause to our natural re-
sources. All we are saying is that we should 
be looking at other counties and see what 
works — what is safest for everyone.”

And, to reiterate: the environmental and 
other forms of havoc that deer can wreak on 
a community is undeniable.

As Young explained, deer are large ani-
mals that must consume a lot of plants – of-
ten native plants – that other creatures need 
to survive. 

“We like deer — they are part of the eco-
system,” Young said. “But if other organisms 

How Big a Problem Are Deer in Arlington?
From Page 3

See Deer in Arlington, Page 7

Deer with unusual markings in the woods.
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are being harmed – from native plants to the other 
animals that rely on them – we need to address that. 
Otherwise, we are giving the deer priority over other 
organisms like plants and other animals.”

Jordan elaborated on the importance of keeping 
balance within Arlington’s ecosystem. 

“Birds, for example, need shrubs to rest in, and to 
take care of their young,” she said. “Foliage is the ba-
sis for the survival of other animals, and there is no 
question that deer are wiping these out from our nat-
ural areas.”

Browning also gave a data-backed example of deer 
harm that neighboring Maryland has observed over 
the twenty years:

“Maryland’s state butterfly has been decimated 
because deer have been eating the white turtle head 
plant that these butterflies need to make larva,” 
Browning explained. “This is just one example of what 
too many deer can do to the environment, to those 
living in it, and to the understory of our forests and 
wooded areas.”

Then there are the trees that Arlington County 
has spent a considerable amount of funding to plant 
across the area. And, unfortunately, deer place these 
trees in jeopardy, too.

“We are planting all these trees that are good for 
the community, and bucks are ruining them as they 
rub their antlers against them,” Browning said. “This 
means that we waste a lot of money on tree planting.”

Then, of course, you can’t discount the potential 
harm that droves of deer can bring upon their human 
neighbors.

“Deer are large animals,” Young said, explaining 
that they can easily weigh close to (or more than) 150 
pounds. “Not only do they need to eat a lot of our 
plants to sustain themselves, but they can easily do 
damage to humans – both on the roads and in other 
areas. I have watched them in Glen Carlyn Park be-
come bolder and bolder over the last ten years. I my-
self as a cyclist have had close encounters with deer 
on the W&OD trail.”

Next Steps, According to the Survey 
Arlington County DPR is waiting on more data to 

make any decisions, which means that, for now, Vir-
ginia deer can all breathe a sigh of relief.

“The County plans to solicit proposals for a further 
deer management assessment,” Abugattas said. “The 
selected contractor will determine current ecological 
impacts within natural land parks, share those results 
with the community and engage with them on possi-
ble strategies to mitigate impacts where needed. They 
will then make recommendations on which strate-
gies are best suited to mitigating those impacts while 
maintaining a healthy white-tailed deer population on 
our natural lands and protecting and improving the 
ecological health of Arlington’s natural resources.”

He added that, as many different types of damage 
and harm that deer can do, the focus of this study 
was for the purpose of curtailing the environmental 
impact of deer.

“While all the issues mentioned may have merit and 
are important (i.e. vehicle accidents, Lyme and other 
tick-born illness, potential damage to gardens, etc.), 
what we are primarily focused on are the ecological 
damage to the small existing number of natural land 
parks,” Abugattas said. “This is where most deer are 

concentrated and where potential ecological impacts 
are the most likely to occur. As DPR are the stewards 
of these properties and we have such few left, that is 
what concerns us the most, and where the contractor 
will be doing surveys and making recommendations.”

As the deer population will be status quo for the 
foreseeable future, the master naturalists’ concerns 
continue to grow. They said that the longer the Coun-
ty waits to act, the worse off the ecosystem will be — 
and it’s impossible to know now how irreparable the 
damage will be.

What does the AWLA hope to see for the future of 
Virginia deer?

Whatever the Arlington County DPR decides to do, 
the AWLA calls for a plan that is “practical, humane, 
and sustainable.”

Even now, Touissant insists that there are plenty 
of effective, humane, and even cost-effective ways to 
manage the damage that is potentially caused by deer 
— and other wildlife. 

Just some examples of preventative damage mea-
sures that people can pursue on their own property 
include using harmless plant repellants, and/or noise 
devices to scare away deer and other wildlife. (Fun 
fact: she says that large helium balloons of big-eyed 
cartoon figures also tend to scare animals away, too.)

As for further research that Arlington County said 
it plans to pursue, Toussaint suggested a more local-
ized, data-driven approach. It would, she explained, 
involve having experts conduct and analyze detailed, 
location-specific reports instead of looking at Arling-
ton County as a whole.

“There are different solutions for different prob-
lems, as well as for the different areas where they 
exist,” Toussaint said. “We need data tracking so we 
can see the different clumps of areas that tend to have 
consistent concerns. What people will discover is that 
there are different ways to combat these potential 
problems that simply do not involve getting rid of nat-
ural wildlife.”

ARMN Suggestions for Arlington Further Research
The ARMN encourages the Arlington County DPR 

to look at all deer-related actions of neighboring coun-
ties to discover what has worked and what hasn’t. 

To the ARMN team, it’s all about working smarter, 
not harder. If something has worked in neighboring 
counties for example, why not dig into the specifics of 
those processes and the research that went into them?

No matter the approach that the DPR goes with, 
only time will tell what the future holds for the Virgin-
ia deer in Arlington County.

In the meantime, reach out to any of these orga-
nizations for questions or concerns about deer and 
other wildlife.
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Arlington National Cemetery (ANG), 
in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act, has prepared 
a Draft Environmental Assessment (EA) 
analyzing proposed upgrades to security. 
ANG proposes to upgrade security 
measures to meet antiterrorism and 
force protection (AT/FP) standards for 
federal facilities. Physical and operational 
security upgrades have been identified 
to address security deficiencies and 
improve the overall AT/FP posture of 
ANG. These include a security screening 
memorandum of agreement with Joint 
Base Myer - Henderson Hall, establishing 
an on-site flexible operations center, 
upgrading perimeter fencing, and 
upgrading interior bollards and barriers. 

The Draft EA summarizes the potential 
environmental effects of the Proposed
Action on cultural resources, water 
resources, biological resources, air 
quality, utilities, infrastructure, land use, 
and the surrounding community. 

ANC’s Cultural Resource Manager 
assessed the effects of the proposed 
undertaking using the criteria of adverse 
effects (36 Code of Federal Regulations 
800.5(a)(1 )) and determined the project 
will have No Adverse Effect on the 
characteristics which qualify ANG, 
Arlington Ridge Park National Register Dis-
trict, and the Memorial Amphitheater 
for listing in the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

An electronic copy of the Draft EA can be 
obtained at: 
https://www.arlingtoncemetery.mil/About/ 
Policies-and-Public-Notices/Public Notices

Tuesday, May 3, 2022 
3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Arlington National Cemetery 
Welcome Center 
1 Memorial Avenue 
Arlington, VA 22211

Comments may be submitted in 
writing at the meeting or by email at: 
NAVFACWASHNEPA 1@NAVY.MIL 

Comments will be accepted during 
the meeting or by email during the 
30-day public comment period from 
April 20 through May 20, 2022.

ANG will host a public meeting to provide 
information and solicit comments on the 
Draft EA per NEPA and Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act 
and The Programmatic Agreement with 
ANG, Virginia State Historic Preservation 
Officer, and the Advisory Council on 
Historic Preservation for the Operation, 
Maintenance, and Repair Activities at ANG. 

The meeting will be an open house format 
with information displays and materials 
available for public review. There will be 
no formal presentation. ANG staff will be 
present to answer general questions on the 
proposed security upgrades, the Draft EA, 
and Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preserv tion Act. You may arrive anytime 
during the open house.

Legals Legals Legals

NOW THRU APRIL 29
Art Unmasked. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. At 

Gallery Underground, 2100 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington. Gallery Under-
ground’s Focus Gallery presents Art 
Unmasked, a group show led by 
Hernan Murno.  Murno joins Lesley 
Clark, Beverly Ryan, and Marsha 
Staiger for an exciting mixed media 
show. Hernan describes the show 
as “Four artists that approach art 
making in very different ways, but, 
at the same time, all fueled by a 
desire to express themselves with 
paint, ink, collage, wax and more, 
on paper, wood, and canvas.  In 
this exhibit, for this short period 
of time, the viewer will be able to 
find relationships that transcend 
the individual styles and themes.” 
Additionally, our Main Gallery 
features new works by our gallery 
members, in media including oil, 
acrylic, pastel, watermedia, sculp-
ture, glass, and ceramics. 

NOW THRU MAY 31
Jane Franklin Dance Presents Forty+ 

Project. 11:45 a.m.-1 p.m. At 3700 
S. Four Mile Run Drive, Arling-
ton. Featuring: Choreographer 
Emily Crews. Enroll: $160. Forty+ 
Projects explore movement and 
performance technique within a 
creative premise.  Get invaluable 
health benefits from exercise in-
cluding improved strength, physical 
function. Each project celebrates 
the collective creativity of people 
past the age of 40 and each project 
is directed by a different choreogra-
pher. This project culminates with  
performances at Theatre on the 
Run in June. Call 703-933-1111.

APRIL 20 AND APRIL 28
Washington-Liberty PINK Games. 

5:30-9 p.m. At Washington-Liber-
ty High School, 1301 N. Stafford 
Street, Arlington. W-L girls’ soccer 
is turning PINK for Doorways. Join 
the players in supporting survivors 
of domestic and sexual violence as 
well as families and youth experi-
encing homelessness. Give the gift 

of safe harbor, healing, and hope in 
honor of the amazing ladies of the 
W-L Generals! #GeneralsLead. Pink 
Games will help raise money for 
Doorways.

SATURDAY/APRIL 23
Earth Day Cleanup. 9 a.m. to noon. 

At Bon Air Park, 850 N. Lexington 
Street, Arlington. Celebrate Earth 
Day. Register for the Earth Day 
Cleanup to keep our environment 
healthy. Register at EcoactionArl-
ington.org.

APRIL 23-24
Arlington Festival of the Arts Spring-

time Showcase. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
At 3003 Washington Boulevard 
in Arlington. Over one hundred 
local and national artists are set to 
display their original works from 
across the country in a prestigious 
show encompassing fine jewel-
ry, exquisite works of art, and 
hand-crafted apparel and decor. 
Whether your passions run to 
sparkling jewels and one-of-a-kind 
paintings, masterfully crafted glass-
work, or an art deco sculpture, you 
are sure to find it during the free, 
two-day event. Visit the website:  
www.artfestival.com

 
SATURDAY/APRIL 30
George Washington’s Forest History 

Walk. 1:30 p.m. At Ball-Sellers 
House, 5620 3rd Street, South, 
Arlington. Walk in the footsteps of 
George Washington on a

guided walk with a local historian. In 
1775, George Washington bought 
1,200-acres of forest in what is 
now Arlington. After the Revolu-
tionary War, he returned home and 
surveyed his property. On the walk 
you’ll see the Ball-Sellers House 
(the oldest house in the Wash-
ington Metro area), the survey 
markers used by Washington in 
1785, historic springs, the site of a 
mill built by George Washington’s 
step-grandson and more. Visit the 
website: arlingtonhistoricalsociety.
org/events

Bridges Bash
tee, co-chaired by Bailey Hamilton 
and Zakiya Worthey.” 

Heavy hors d’oeuvres and open 
bar are included in the ticket price. 
Tickets are available through the 
Bridges’ website.  https://bridg-
es2.org/event/bridges-bash/. 

About Bridges: Bridges to Inde-
pendence, founded in 1985 as the 
Arlington Alexandria Coalition for 
the Homeless, is a  local leader 
in housing and support services 

for families and neighbors facing 
systemic poverty. Its mission is to 
“lead  individuals and families out 
of homelessness into stable, inde-
pendent futures.” Bridges’ operates 
the largest family  homeless shelter 
in Arlington county, a community 
services center in Green Valley, a 
housing program, and workforce  
development and development 
programs. Learn more: https://
bridges2.org/

Bunny Hop 5K for 
Bridges to Independence

Clarendon United Meth-
odist Church will hold its 
fifth annual Arlington Bun-

ny Hop 5K Run/Walk for Arlington 
Charities on Saturday, April 23, 
2022 at 8 am. The event will start  
at the Church at 606 N. Irving 

Street, Arlington, Va. 22201. 
For the fifth year, Bridges to In-

dependence, a local leader in hous-
ing and support services for  fam-
ilies experiencing homelessness, 
will be the primary beneficiary. 
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And affiliated newspapers

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-

your-newspaper-printing

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, 
Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street • Alexandria, 

VA • 703-778-9431

Newspapers & Online

25 Cents

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria

March 24, 2016

Publishing Since 1784

March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

25 CENTS Newsstand PriceMARCH 23-29, 2016

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you 
for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s 
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette 
Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

We Need 
Your Help 

Again

Thank you to the hundreds of 
supporters who helped to keep 

all your Connection Newspapers 
alive throughout Alexandria, Fairfax 

County Arlington County and 
Potomac, Md. along with affiliated 

websites and digital media. 
Now we need help again in 2022.

Affordable 
Quality
Roofing 

& Gutters
Thousands of references • Over 25 years

(Licensed and Insured)

Repair  •  Replace

703-794-8513

Services

ABC LICENSE
Foxtrot Retail DC, LLC trading as Foxtrot,  
1771 N Pierce Street Suite 100 Arlington, 

VA 22209. The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL 

(ABC) for a Wine & Beer On Premises and 
Mixed Beverage Restaurant license to sell 
or manufacture alcoholic beverages. Mike 

Lavitola, Officer/ The Veritas Law Firm.  
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this 

license must be submitted to ABC no later 
than 30 days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required newspaper legal 

notices. Objections should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Park neighborhoods and the Co-
lumbia Gardens Cemetery before 
finishing at the church. Well be-
haved dogs and strollers are wel-
come. 

“We’re really looking forward to 
this year’s race!” says Bunny Hop 
Director, Denny Edelbrock. “The  
Bunny Hop gives us all a chance to 
be a family and give back to our 
community.” 

Registration is open. Participants 
are encouraged to register online 
before midnight on Tuesday,  April 
19. Pricing details are available on 
the website. 

If you would rather cheer on the 
runners, there are also volunteer 
opportunities. You can find more  
information about these opportu-
nities through the link below. 

For more information about the 
5k race, please visit www.Arling-
tonBunnyHop.org. 

About Bridges: “Bridges to Inde-
pendence (founded in 1985) is a 
local leader in housing and  sup-
port services for families or neigh-
bors facing systemic poverty. Their 
mission is to “lead  individuals 
and families out of homelessness 
into stable, independent futures.” 
Bridges’ programs  include a shel-

ter, housing, a community services 
center, workforce development, 
and a very strong  youth develop-
ment program. Bridges operates 
Arlington’s largest emergency 
family shelter at 9th Road and 
N. Highland Street. Bridges has 
merged with “Bonder & Aman-
da Johnson Community  Devel-
opment Corporation” (BAJCDC) 
which means their outreach now 
extends to the historically  un-
derrepresented South Arlington 
community of Green Valley and 
includes a strong partnership with  
Macedonia Baptist Church. Bridg-
es expanded the youth program 
to create a mentorship program 
called Bright Bridges to serve youth 
living at or below the poverty line. 
Personally, we are very  excited 
about extending the Hop’s impact 
into South Arlington. Bridges has 
supported 200 youth  this year, 
which doubled from last year, and 
programming is occurring at Drew 
Elementary School.  Today, Bridg-
es supports approximately 500 in-
dividuals. We believe supporting 
this initiative clearly  helps our 
community! For more information 
about Bridges to Independence, 
visit  https://bridges2.org or call 
(703) 525-7177”

Bunny Hop 5K for Bridges to Independence
Brian O’Neill, Interim Chief Ex-

ecutive Officer for Bridges to Inde-
pendence, says the money raised  
from the Bunny Hop is critical to 
the organization’s mission. “The 
support from the Arlington Bun-
ny  Hop will directly impact the 
housing and stability of more than 
120 families here in our commu-
nity.” He went on to say, “Bridges 
is grateful for the continued gen-
erosity of Clarendon United Meth-
odist Church, the event sponsors, 
runners and volunteers who make 
this event possible.” 

People of all ages and runners 
and walkers at all levels are en-
couraged to attend this annual 
event. Put on your favorite costume 
while you enjoy a fun, healthy, 
spring weather activity with your 
friends and family. A family style 
block party will be featured after 
the race with characters, free food,  
costume contests, bounce houses 
and live music. 

Finisher medals will be given to 
all children crossing the finish line. 
Medals will be awarded to age 
group winners and three finishers 
with the best costumes. The chip-
timed 5k course winds through the 
historic Ashton Heights and Lyon 
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

From February 28th until April 9th, 
approximately 40 days – and nights, I had 
19 medical commitments; among them 
being pre- and post-surgery/procedure, 
actual procedure and separate surgery, 
lab tests, infusions, covid tests, diagnostic 
scans, nuclear medicine; and telephone 
and video appointments. This was hardly 
a normal month. It was abnormal and not 
necessarily cancer related but most likely 
cancer affected.

As you might imagine, being infused 
for nearly 10 years with extremely toxic 
substances will wear and tear the recipi-
ent’s body, inside and out. Consider further 
that said recipient (yours truly) began this 
cancer business at age 54 and a half and 
over this 10-year period, I have not been 
getting any younger. And what you end up 
with is a perfect storm of an age and an 
immune-compromised patient succumbing 
to the cumulative side effects of cancer 
treatment, direct and indirect.

Nevertheless, having some kind of 
medical appointment every other day – on 
average, over 40 days is likely to make a 
Kenny a very dull boy. Not that I wasn’t in 
control of my time or had to adhere to a 
schedule not of my own choosing; on the 
contrary, I was very much in control as I 
set my own appointments and times and 
places convenient to me. Still, the commit-
ment of time and energy – and the anxiety 
associated with all these appointments, 
especially given my underlying medical 
diagnosis, was unpleasant and unsettling 
but thankfully very uncharacteristic of my 
previous cancer life, which was overall, 
unremarkable medically speaking, other 
than I didn’t die within the “13 month to 
two years” prognosis I was initially given 
by my oncologist.

Typically, my cancer life has been very 
similar to my non-cancer life. There are 
things I must do, things I can’t do, things I 
wish I could do and finally things that oth-
ers require me to do. The only difference: 
the original stage IV non-small cell lung 
cancer “terminal” diagnosis I received in 
late February 2009. That kind of news puts 
a damper on any scenario, real or imag-
ined. Moreover, a scenario which offered 
no guarantees other than the presumptive 
normal life expectancy I anticipated was 
no longer normal. In summary, your future 
is in doubt, your present is in crisis and 
your past hopes and dreams are fading 
fast unless you find a safety valve to help 
manage the emotional, physical, and spiri-
tual upheaval dominating your life. Or the 
more likely you are to suffer at the hands of 
your disease and become another casualty 
of the cancer wars.

So, I had a lousy month. So what? I’m 
alive, aren’t I? Thirteen-plus years later. 
Granted, fulfilling all these medical obli-
gations of the last 40 days wouldn’t have 
been my first choice of how I wanted to 
spend part of my retirement. However, giv-
en that I had no choice – after my diagno-
sis, to live my life as a cancer patient/survi-
vor, as my friend Frank would say: “I’m in 
pretty good shape for the shape I’m in.”

The Cancer 
Effect

By Shirley Ruhe
Arlington Connection

Stay close to the edge of the pond. 
Grab your net and dip it into the 
water to see what critters you can 

find.” Ken Rosenthal, Park Naturalist at Gulf 
Branch Nature Center since 2015, directs Af-
ternoon at the Pond on Saturday, April 16. 
It is an invitation to come to find out who 
is swimming and singing. “And remember to 
wear your boots.”

Rosenthal hands out long-handled orange 
nets to the 5-8-year-old class to skim the 
pond for tadpoles, Six-Spotted Fishing Spi-
ders, Damselfly nymphs and maybe some 
fingernail clams. Rosenthal is collecting a 
sample of what the kids accumulate in their 
buckets from all over the pond. He says they 
probably collected about 100 samples by the 
time the afternoon was over.   

“Look,” he exclaims, “Here is a larva of 
a Predacious Diving Beetle. That is a good 
find.” Rosenthal says spring is a great time 
for exploring the pond, especially because 
you can see tadpoles and other critters 
growing.

Rosenthal walks out on a large fallen 
tree limb and pulls out large 
handfuls of Coontail from 
the pond at the Nature Cen-
ter. “While it is native, it can 
grow to 10 feet and may out-
compete other underwater 
plants. This could lead to a 
loss of biodiversity. I am try-
ing to make sure it doesn’t 
completely dominate our 
pond.” He says Coontail can 
be found on every continent 
except Antarctica.

Kids tramp around in the 
mud in their boots while 
swinging their nets in all di-
rections. Cries of “I’ve got 
one; look at this,” ring across 
the pond. Declyn O’Connor has come with 
his two sisters to investigate Gulf Branch 
Nature Center where his grandparents used 

Sunshine Brings 
Out Kids and Critters

“

Rosenthal pulls out Coontail from the pond.

Declyn O’Connor fills his white bucket with tadpoles and lots of spiders.

to take his parents when they were also 
eight years old. He is visiting his Arlington 
grandparents from North Carolina on Spring 
Break.

Declyn just misses a frog hopping over his 
net but fills his large white 
bucket with tadpoles from 
Wood Frogs and Green Frogs 
and a large number of Fishing 
Spiders. 

Rosenthal says the small 
tadpoles are Wood Frog tad-
poles just hatched this year 
and the larger ones are most 
likely Green Frogs hatched 
in the late summer or fall 
who overwinter in the pond. 
Rosenthal comments he 
doesn’t expect to see many 
tadpoles close to the shore for 
the next few days, depending 
on how long their memory is.

Rosenthal says that people 
see a pond and they think fish, “but we don’t 
have fish which gives us so much more va-
riety.”

Six-Spotted Fishing 
Spider just dipped out of 
pond on Saturday at Gulf 
Branch Nature Center.
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