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John R. Lewis High School
The John R. Lewis High School PTSA’s All Night Grad Celebration Committee 

would like to express our sincere appreciation for the following businesses 
for their support of our Class of 2022 Seniors.

Please help us say thank you and support the businesses that support our community!
JLHS CHAMPIONS
(Donations of $1000 or more)
• Bode Technologies
• Springfield Marble & Granite

PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
(Donations of $500 or more)  
• Art & Framing Plus, Inc.
• First Impression Orthodontics
• Morrissette Family Foundation

LANCER LEVEL 
(Donations of $250 or more)
• Interstate Worldwide Relocation
• Saratoga Elementary School PTA
• Six Flags America (in-kind)
• Spring Dental Care, Jung Min Oh

SENIOR SUPPORTERS
(Donations of $100 or more)
• 5 Wits (in-kind)
• Duff Family
• Go Ape! (in-kind)
• Jones & McIntyre, CPA
• Key Middle School PTA
• Lewis Family
• Medieval Times (in-kind) 
• Nando’s (in-kind)
• Newington Community Association
• Saratoga Community Association
• Springfield Lorton Dental Group
• Springfield South County Youth Association
• Young Family

FRIENDS OF JLHS (Donations up to $99)
• &Pizza (in-kind)
• Cravens Family
• El Paso Restaurant (in-kind)
• Glory Days Grill (in-kind)
• Grundlehner Family
• International Spy Museum (in-kind)
• Laurence S. Murphy & Stacey H. Staats, Pediatrics 
• Maggiano’s Little Italy (in-kind)
• McDowell Family
• McMarlin Family
• Nguyen Family
• Oriental Trading Company (in-kind)
• Pade Family
• Payne Family
• Pyle Family
• Santiago Family
• Sleger Family
• Villarroel Family
• Washington Nationals (in-kind)

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

Master Police Officer 
Steven Kaganowich is 
“Officer of the Month” 

for Franconia District Station. 
On May 31, a clerk working the 
checkout line at the Kingstowne 
Giant was approached by a 
masked bandit, police said. The 
suspect, who implied that he 
had a weapon, pushed the clerk 
then forcefully grabbed money 
from the cash register and fled 
on foot. Among the responding 
officers was MPO Kaganowich, 
who used his years of experi-
ence to plot out escape routes 
the fleeing suspect might take. 
He saw the suspect a few blocks 
away, trying to cross a busy 
street. When MPO Kaganowich 

turned his car back around to 
get the suspect, the suspect 
had already disappeared. MPO 
Kaganowich pressed further 
though, searching behind hous-
es and businesses on foot until 
he located the suspect conceal-
ing himself behind a children’s 
day care center. He took pre-
cautions to protect the children, 
and then approached the man 
on foot and apprehended him. 
As a result of MPO Kagano-
wich’s determination and stead-
fast resolve, a dangerous felon 
was removed from the streets, 
police said.

Fairfax County Police Officer 
awarded after  
Kingstowne incident.

Franconia Officer 
Tracks Suspect and 
Makes Arrest

Photo by FCPD
Master Police Officer 
Steven Kaganowich

See Robert E. Lee Lane, Page 11

News

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

A
nyone looking at the news over the last 
two years has seen the Confederate statues 
come down and locality names change from 
names that might have honored the Confed-

eracy. Robert E. Lee Lane off Harrison Lane in Mount 
Vernon seems to have slipped under the radar.

The sign is in the Franconia District, and they are 
aware of it, said Aaron Campbell in the Franconia 
District office. Until earlier this summer, the Franco-
nia District was called Lee District before officials re-
named it due to its association with the former Con-
federate leader.

This street off Harrison 
Lane in Mount Vernon 
(Franconia District) is a 
privately owned street.

Photo by Mike Salmon/Gazette
In the Franconia District, this street has avoided 
being recommended for a name change.

What To Do 
with Robert 
E. Lee Lane
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News

See Street Names, Page 5

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

A
t Fairfax City Council’s direction, 
a diverse, 16-person, Stakeholder 
Advisory Group (SAG) examined 
City streets named for confederate 

leaders/soldiers or closely associated with 
the confederacy and slavery. After exten-
sive research and community engagement, 
SAG concluded that 14 streets – nine in the 
Mosby Woods neighborhood – should be 
changed.

They are: Plantation Parkway, Confeder-
ate Lane, Raider Lane, Ranger Road, Reb 
Street, Scarlet Circle, Singleton Circle, Trav-
eler Street, Mosby Woods Drive, Lee High-
way, Old Lee Highway, Lee Street, Mosby 
Road and Stonewall Avenue.

Numerous residents sent petitions, let-
ters and emails about this matter to Coun-
cil members; and during a June 14 public 
hearing, nearly 50 people further expressed 
their views. Then, after hours of discussions 
among themselves, Council members vot-
ed last Tuesday, July 12, to change all 14 
names.

“For many years, citizens have voiced con-
cerns about our street names,” explained 
Councilmember Janice Miller, who co-
chaired SAG with councilmember Jon Steh-
le. “Their words haven’t been manufactured 
by the people sitting on this dais.”

And while the City sees itself as an “excep-
tionally good community,” she said, Mosby 
Woods’ street names troubled many resi-
dents. Stressing that SAG had a challenging 
and difficult task, Miller said it reached con-
sensus on changing Fairfax’s street names, 
City seal, monuments and markers.

“I voted to rename all these streets be-
cause it’s unusual to have a neighborhood 
and its streets named after a war that’s a 
stain on America,” she said. “All [Mosby 
Woods’] street names relate to John Single-
ton Mosby, who was a Confederate soldier. 
I’m not convinced he’s the best role model 
in 2022. Many see him as a traitor to the 
United States – and in today’s parlance, he’d 
be known as an urban terrorist.”

“The Confederacy fought to preserve slav-
ery; and at that time, that’s what this area 
was for,” continued Miller. “But it’s not who 
we are today. We need to show through our 
words, actions and policies that we’ll always 
be a place for everyone.”

Both Miller and Stehle said Council would 
do whatever it could to assist residents 
whose street names will be changed. “Re-
naming these streets is a meaningful oppor-
tunity for the future to redefine who we are 
as a City,” said Stehle.

The votes were as follows:
* Stonewall Avenue and Reb Street: Coun-

cil voted unanimously (6-0) to change their 
names.

* Confederate Lane, Lee Highway, Old Lee
Highway and Plantation Parkway: The vote 

was (5-1), with Sang Yi voting no.
* Lee Street, Mosby Road, Mosby Woods

Drive, Raider Road, Ranger Road, Scarlet 
Circle, Singleton Circle and Traveler Street: 
The vote was (4-2), with Joe Harmon and 
Sang Yi voting no.

“The amount of constituent feedback we 
got on this issue is laudable, and I thank all 
the residents,” said Councilmember Sang 
Yi. “The residents of Stonewall wanted 
their street to turn into Stone Wall, which 
I thought was creative. I don’t want more 
divisiveness; all of us up here want a more 
harmonious community.

“If we think there are racial inequities 
here, we should do something about it – and 
not just change street names and move on. 
We need to look within and decide what ac-
tions we’re going to do to help people and 
bring them together.”

Councilmember Joe Harmon freely ac-
knowledged that “Confederates were trai-
tors to the Union. They were wrong and 
they lost.” But for him, changing street 
names came down to categories – whether 
they were arterial roads used by everyone or 
neighborhood streets.

“Our arterial streets should be named in 
ways that are inclusive and shouldn’t cause 
anyone to feel like they’re not wanted,” he 
explained. “So I voted yes to renaming our 
arterial streets for that reason. Neighbor-
hood streets, on the other hand, aren’t used 
by all of us, so the neighbors should have a 
say as to what their street names should be.

“The only exceptions – and the street 
names I voted to change – are the ones 
named for the Confederacy, itself, had no 
one living on it [Reb Street], intersected an 
arterial street, or the majority of the neigh-

bors who lived there wanted the name to be 
changed. And we now have a policy that a 
majority of the residents on any [City] street 
who want its name changed may petition us 
to do that.” Harmon then asked City staff 
to come up with the new street names for 
Council to consider.

Councilmember Tom Ross noted that one 
of the public-hearing speakers accurately 
described this matter as a very complex is-
sue. “This African American grandmother 
said, ‘I want to be able to take my biracial 
grandson into places where I don’t get a sick 
feeling,’” said Ross. “That was heartfelt and 
truly touched me. It’s about how we all deal 
with each other – we’re a complex society.”

He recalled how, in 1970, the City of Fair-
fax was 98 percent white, the high school’s 
mascot was Johnny Reb dressed in a Con-
federate outfit, and all the City’s schools had 
been segregated, just a few years earlier. 
“Today we’re a community in a very differ-
ent place,” he said. “The population is now 
54 percent white, the high-school mascot is 
a lion, and the middle school is named af-
ter an esteemed American hero, Katherine 
Johnson, instead of a former Confederate 
officer [Sidney Lanier].”

“Our community has changed, too, from 
a sleepy southern town to a growing, small 
city composed of diverse ethnic groups,” 
added Ross. “Tonight, I voted for that future 
that holds promise and opportunities for all 
our citizens. We’ll always have history; it’s 
what we do with it that matters. We’re not 
changing it. When we take steps to make our 
community more welcoming to all, we’re ac-
knowledging our history can be damaging 
and there are ways to address this. This is a 
beginning – a new chapter in the life of our 
community.”

Next, Councilmember So Lim thanked all 
the participants for their time and efforts. 
She also said she doesn’t believe those op-
posed to the name changes were preju-
diced in any way. And she admitted that she 
wasn’t sure how to vote until she related this 
issue to human rights and her own, personal 
history.

“My family immigrated when I was 11 
from South Korea,” said Lim. “Korea had its 
own Civil War between North and South, 
72 years ago. My parents, who are in their 
late 80s, suffered the war and experienced 
in person how horrible it is to lose freedom. 
To this day, they cannot forget the atrocity. 

“My mom still has family members in the 
North who could not flee in time. Whenev-
er she thinks about them, she cries at the 
thought of her family living with no rights, 
no freedom, forced to work in labor camps 
with conditions approaching slavery.

“Then I thought, ‘If there were any com-
munities in South Korea named after North 
Korean communist leaders like Kim, Il Sung 
or Kim Jong Un today, what kind of message 
would that send to visitors of that commu-
nity or that city?’ Over 30,000 U.S. soldiers 

Fairfax City to change its Confederate street names.

‘Promise and Opportunities for All’

Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection
Both Reb Street and Confederate Lane will be getting new names.

So Lim Tom Ross
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Obituary

See Obituary, Page 5

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

H
arry Demetriou was such a 
fixture in Fairfax City that to 
imagine him not being at his 
historic restaurant/bar – The 

Old Firestation #3, on University Drive – is 
unthinkable. Yet that’s the sad reality his 
friends are grappling with since this beloved 
City icon died last Monday, July 11 at age 64 
following a stroke.

Born in Cyprus, he had no family here; 
but since he lived and worked in the City 
for decades, the community adopted him as 
one of its own. And Thursday evening, July 
14, some 150 of his friends gathered at The 
Auld Shebeen restaurant in Fairfax to honor 
him and share fond memories. 

Demetriou owned Havabite Eatery on 
Main Street in the 1990s before selling it to 
buy and run The Old Fire Station #3 (OFS) 
– which actually was a former fire station 
– for the past two decades. And his friends 
knew him from both places.

“I had lunch at Havabite at least once a 
week, so our friendship goes back 20-plus 
years,” said Carol Gaylor, lead singer for 
local band, The Bee Charmers. “About 14 
years ago, we began playing at OFS every 
Sunday for brunch. Over the years, the pa-
trons became an extended family of friends 
who gathered for two hours each week to 
eat, drink, laugh, catch up and even play 
the kazoo. We fondly referred to it as The 
Church of the Bloody Mary.”

There, customers celebrated myriad 
events, including birthdays, anniversaries, 
births of children and grandchildren, high-

school reunions, New Year’s Eve, Friendsgiv-
ing, Halloween and St. Patrick’s Day. “Harry 
always made us feel that his restaurant was 
our home and went out of his way to accom-
modate us,” said Gaylor.

“Harry was also a great chef,” she contin-
ued. “Authentic Greek salad was a favorite 
among the Sunday gang. His homemade 
bread pudding was my favorite dessert, and 
I like to think he started serving Guinness 
because it was my favorite beer.

“With his loss, the community has not 
only lost a dear friend, but our favorite wa-
tering hole and gathering spot. It’s the end 
of an era. We owe many thanks to Harry for 
the lasting friendships and memories creat-
ed at OFS.”

Janine Goodchild knew him since the ’90s. 
“He greeted me with a smile and a hug,” she 
said. “And he always had time to sit down 
and have a cup of coffee with me.”

Chuck Miller first met Demetriou in 1986. 
“He’s the American story of a successful 
businessman,” said Miller. “He saw my kids 
and grandkids grow up; he was a really nice 
guy.”

“On Greek Nights at Havabite he’d dress up 
in a double-breasted suit and look like a mil-
lion bucks,” said Deb Smith, one of the many 
Sunday afternoon regulars at OFS. “And he 
grew figs and oranges because they reminded 
him of picking them off the trees as a child 
in Cyprus. He never met a stranger and just 
connected with people. I loved that guy, and 
I’m having a hard time wrapping my head 
around his death. He’ll really be missed.”

Agreeing, Todd Fisher – who knew Deme-
triou for 30 years – called him “a City icon, 
larger than life, and one of the kindest peo-
ple you ever met.”

“My stepdaughter worked for him 15 
years ago at Havabite,” said City Coun-
cilmember So Lim. “He was always positive, 
upbeat and the nicest man. And he always 
knew my order when I came in. His death 
was so sudden, it reminds us life is precious 
– enjoy it now because you never know 
what’ll happen.”

Describing OFS as “one of the staples of 
Old Town,” Councilmember Sang Yi said, 
“Everyone has special memories and stories 
of it and Harry. When my wife and I moved 
to Fairfax, it was the first place where we 
ate. I hope we can continue the tradition of 
it and Harry – and you can tell from all the 
people here tonight how much Harry meant 
to our community.”

Old Firestation #3’s 
Harry Demetriou is 
mourned.

‘There’s a Big Hole in Fairfax City’
Photo Courtesy of Joyce Holden

Harry Demetriou surveys the scene at The Old Firestation #3.
Photo Courtesy of Robbin Kapsalis

Robbin Kapsalis and Harry Demetriou sharing a happy moment.

Photo Courtesy of Carol Gaylor
Harry Demetriou

Photo Courtesy of Chris Hershey
Harry Demetriou (at far right) sitting outside his restaurant.
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• Family & Pediatric Vision Care
• Comprehensive Eye Exams • Treatment of Eye Diseases

• US Navy Veteran with 21 years of service
• Laser Vision Consultants • Over a thousand frames in stock
• We examine and fit all major brands of contacts including 

Rigid Gas Permeable, Hybrid and other specialty lenses.

Most Insurances Accepted: 
Anthem, CareFirst, Medicare, Tricare, Cigna, Aetna,

 VSP Network Doctor, EyeMed, United Healthcare, GEHA,
 Virginia Medicaid and many more 

WE WELCOME YOUR DOCTOR’S PRESCRIPTION 

5206A Rolling Rd. 
Burke Professional Center 

Burke, VA 22015
703-425-2000

www.drsweetnam.com • www.sightforvision.com

DR. GRACE CHANG   DR. KAREN JINYOUNG KIM
O P T O M E T R I S T S

DR. GENE SWEETNAM

From Page 4

Likewise, Mike Brown said OFS was one of the first 
bars he ever went to, 20 years ago. “It had good ser-
vice and good people,” he said. “And Harry was just 
Harry – it was always good times over there.”

“His favorite song was ‘Enter Sandman’ by Metalli-
ca,” said Chris Hershey. “I guess he had a rockin’ side. 
My girlfriend and I stopped by to see him on July 4, 
and he sat and talked with us, about 30 minutes. He 
always treated me like family; it’s amazing how many 
people’s lives he touched.”

“I liked going there because he had live music,” said 
music teacher Lee Larsen. “And I liked supporting oth-
er musicians.”

“Harry was a Fairfax institution and a huge sup-
porter of local artists,” added Brian Drummond, 
who sometimes jammed with The Bee Charmers on 
his harmonica. “His place was welcoming to all, and 
there’s nothing else like it in Fairfax. I’m shocked and 
saddened by his death. The hope among OFS patrons 
is that it’ll continue as a similar establishment. But 
nothing will ever replace the Firehouse – or Harry.”

Shannon Duffy Daniels noted how much Demetriou 
enjoyed bringing people together. “He adored having 
the community over during Rock the Block [to sit out-
side OFS and chill with friends and beverages, while 
listening to live music coming from across the street],” 
she said. “And he liked carrying over that fun to the 
weekend.”

“The irony is, he felt like he wasn’t the guy in the 
spotlight,” continued Daniels. “And now that he’s 
passed, 150 people are here tonight in his honor. 
There’s a big hole in Fairfax City. Although the com-
munity Harry fostered still exists, we need a new ven-
ue to gather, or someone to take over and carry on 
what he built.”

Jackie Bumiller often joined her parents for lunch at 
OFS when her children were babies. When they got a 
bit older, Demetriou gave them coins to play pinball. 
“He always treated us like family,” she said. After his 
stroke, he was in the hospital for a few days; and, said 
Bumiller, “As soon as we pulled up at my mom’s house 
to visit, my son’s first question was, ‘How’s Harry?’”

Blues singer Robbin Kapsalis often performed at 
OFS, but also went there because of Demetriou, her 
friend. “When he was cooking something, he’d say, 
‘Taste this,’” she said. “His grilled octopus was the 
best; it was on the menu because I bugged him for 
three years.”

Saddened by his death, Kapsalis said, “I’d gone to 

the hospital and saw him the day before he passed. 
He was asleep, so I just talked to him about the little 
stuff – in Greek. I told him, ‘C’mon, get out of that 
bed, we got stuff to do.’ I was planning to go back and 
see him…”

Wally Baranyk called OFS his favorite City restau-
rant because “It was like ‘Cheers’ – everybody knew 
you and you knew them. Harry was engaging and 
uplifting; he made customers feel comfortable being 
there. He was just a great guy, and I hope somebody 
picks up the business. I was really shocked by his 
death.”

Also hit hard was Joyce Holden, who knew Deme-
triou for 26 years. “One of my co-workers first took me 
to OFS for lunch,” she said. “And I went there every 
Sunday for The Bee Charmers. Harry was caring and 
a big part of the community. He lived in the City and 
was always there for his friends. He’s an icon in Fair-
fax – an all-around, nice guy who helped lots of peo-
ple get their start in music. And even if they moved on 
to bigger things, they always came back to visit.

“During COVID, he donated meals to the Police 
Department. And he liked giving people a hard time, 
but all in fun. I was devastated by his death because 
he was such a huge part of people’s lives. Everybody 
knew him and everyone was welcome at OFS – you 
were automatically a friend and a part of the fami-
ly. Many people who met there have become lifelong 
friends.”

Calling Demetriou a “charming, strong, grumpy old 
man,” his goddaughter, Jennifer Romero, said he gave 
great advice, shared laughs with her and was her fa-
ther figure. Now, she’s raising money for his funeral 
service and to send his body to his sisters in Cyprus 
for burial. To contribute, go to https://www.gofund-
me.com/f/harry-demetriou. “Any donation will help,” 
said Romero.

Among the many comments on Demetriou’s Face-
book page, waitress/bartender Alexis Penater thanked 
him for “giving me a place to work that felt like a sec-
ond home. I’ll miss our coffee-time talks and splitting 
bread pudding with you. You cracked me up when 
you were crabby, and I liked hearing your stories. You 
were a complex person with a good soul.”

John Terrien, who saw Demetriou the day before 
he died, wrote, “We talked about the smoker you just 
bought, your family in Greece, the cookouts to come. 
I’m going to miss you, my dear friend.”

Summing things up, longtime friend Harry Avila 
wrote, “He had the biggest heart and most generous 
personality. Fairfax City will never be the same.”

Obituary

Old Firestation #3’s  
Harry Demetriou Is Mourned

From Page 3

gave up their lives during the Korean War. If you 
visited South Korea and came across a community 
with streets named after the most horrific commu-
nist leaders, I wonder what sort of message you 
would get?” 

Therefore, said Lim, “I believe those involved in 
attacking human rights should not be idolized or 
honored in the City of Fairfax or anywhere in the 
world. What we’re doing today is for the future of 
our City and for the next generation. It’s time to 
change the message of our City that we’re truly di-

verse and welcoming to all people, regardless of 
their race.”

Agreeing, Mayor David Meyer said, “We should 
take this opportunity to affirm and embrace the 
values we all share – especially for our children 
and grandchildren who’ll someday be the leaders 
of this City – so we’re not bequeathing to them ves-
tiges of issues that have lingered for decades here.”

“I commend my colleagues for reaching closure 
on this part of the process,” he added. “We’ll con-
sider renaming the streets as an opportunity to do 
a reset and to lay the foundations for affirming ref-
erences to our community in the future.”

Fairfax City To Change Its 
Confederate Street Names
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Opinion

By Supervisor Dan Storck

Y
ou may or may not have 
heard about under-
grounding, but I bet you 
are in support of remov-

ing the ugly electrical lines from 
our roadways and placing them 
underground. That’s it – under-
grounding! The undergrounding 
of utilities (electric, fiber, cable, 
phone) becomes a more import-
ant topic every year, as our climate warms and 
storms become more damaging. As Resilient 
Fairfax puts it, “Our weather is becoming warm-
er, wetter and weirder.” We all know this leads 
to more power outages, traffic disruptions, fires, 
injuries and even death, particularly in our 
most vulnerable neighborhoods. I believe that 
undergrounding of utilities needs to be part of 
every major County roadway or revitalization 
improvement discussion. Along with Chairman 
Jeff McKay and Supervisor Rodney Lusk, we 
have been supporting funding to include utili-

ty undergrounding as part of the 
more than $1 billion, 7-mile Rich-
mond Highway widening and Bus 
Rapid Transit (BRT) project. 

The future is clear, utilities will 
be undergrounded for our secu-
rity, reliability, resilience, revital-
ization, property values and aes-
thetics, much like we have been 
requiring for new developments 
and in our comprehensive plans 
for years. It is not an “if” but a 

how and when. We have watched our neigh-
boring jurisdictions make this commitment and 
it is time to act for Mount Vernon’s main street 
NOW. As such, I have shared with my Board 
colleagues several options to create a funding 
pool that could be used not only for Richmond 
Highway, but in future years, for additional 
areas throughout the County along our major 
roadways and revitalization areas.

Undergrounding for Richmond Highway 
is currently supported by the Fairfax County 
Council of Civic Associations, the Mount Ver-

non Council of Civic Associations, other area 
civic associations, Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber 
of Commerce, Southeast Fairfax Development 
Corporation, the Environmental Quality Advi-
sory Council (EQAC), the Fairfax County Eco-
nomic Development Authority (FCEDA) and 
many other area organizations. 

I will be bringing this important topic to the 
Board for consideration at a meeting of the 
Economic Initiatives Committee on July 26. 
If you support undergrounding of utilities on 
Richmond Highway, I urge you to send a let-
ter of support to the Board of Supervisors at 
ClerktotheBOS@fairfaxcounty.gov and share 
it with our office. I also ask that you talk to 
your friends, neighbors and others you know 
throughout the County to share this informa-
tion and the opportunity to advocate for this 
important environmental, economic, quality 
of life issue. To assist you with this, we have 
posted talking points and background informa-
tion to our website in our “Advocating for Un-
dergrounding Utilities” at https://www.fairfax-
county.gov/mountvernon.

The Time for Undergrounding Utilities 
on Richmond Highway Is NOW!

Delegate Kenneth 
R. “Ken” Plum

For a record-break-
ing two years in 
a row, 2020 and 

2021, Virginia was 
ranked as the num-
ber one state in the 
country for business. 
Unfortunately, when 
the results were an-
nounced recently for 2022, Virgin-
ia had slid backwards to number 
three. It was replaced at the top 
by North Carolina and at number 
two is Washington. To rank Ameri-
ca’s Top States for Business, CNBC 
scores all 50 states on 88 metrics 
in 10 broad categories of compet-
itiveness. The results are studied 
closely by businesses as they rep-
resent the most objective measures 
of how states are doing in attract-
ing and keeping businesses and 
jobs. The results are of interest as 
well to educators and social scien-
tists on how the states are doing 
on issues like workforce training, 
access to education, health care, 
worker protections, and discrimi-
nation.

Contrary to messages of some 
politicians, business interests go 
well beyond who has the cheapest 
labor, the fewest regulations, and 
the lowest taxes. Businesses, espe-
cially in the era of technology and 
innovation, have a brand or repu-

tation to protect as 
well as an obliga-
tion to get the best 
employees who 
can grow their en-
terprises. The low-
est paid and least 
educated workers 
may have been 
acceptable in the 
industrial era but 
not in the modern 

economy. Additionally, business 
leaders making decisions on locat-
ing their companies must take into 
account living conditions for their 
employees and their families.

For these reasons North Caro-
lina, after a number of bipartisan 
actions taken by the Democratic 
governor and Republican legis-
lature on education and training 
programs as well as worker wel-
fare, put it to the top of the list 
as the best place to do business. 
Unsurprisingly, Mississippi for the 
same considerations made the very 
bottom of the states for business.

Interestingly, in the never-be-
fore accomplishment of making 
the best for business for two years 
consecutively, Virginia took signifi-
cant actions that some would have 
argued would have made it less at-
tractive to business. For example, 
the General Assembly and the gov-
ernor working together raised the 
minimum wage on a schedule to 
get to $15 per hour over the next 

several years. Collective bargain-
ing was approved for government 
employees. A human rights law 
was passed to outlaw discrimina-
tion in the workplace and com-
munity. Criminal justice laws were 
reformed. Record expenditures 
were made for public schools and 
colleges and universities. A free 
community college program was 
established. An energy plan was 
adopted to put Virginia on the path 
to energy independence and zero 
emissions.

Already, there have been actions 
taken by the new governor that 
may in part explain the slide back-
wards that Virginia has taken in its 
ranking as business friendly. While 
the tall, affable governor and his 
success in the financial world may 

make for a handsome salesperson 
for the Commonwealth, his words 
belie a philosophy from times since 
past that no longer fit the modern 
economy. Removing Virginia from 
the Regional Greenhouse Gas Ini-
tiative (RGGI) costs the state mon-
ey while ensuring that citizens 
of the state may be exposed to 
greenhouse gasses and a changing 
climate. Appointing cast-offs from 
the Trump administration and be-
lievers in the most perverse theo-
ries about education will cripple 
and not improve our schools.

Virginia has started a slide back-
wards to the past. We need to act 
now to stop that slide before the 
state is too damaged and finds 
itself tumbling in the rankings 
among states. 

A Slide Backward
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News

Jose Heber Her-
nandez Mejia, 
49, was arrested 

Monday morning July 
18 in South Carolina. 

Sunday at 12:13 
p.m., Fairfax County po-
lice officers responded 
to a home in the 5200 
block of Rolling Road in 
Springfield for the re

port of a stabbing. Of-
ficers found Evelin Mo-
lina deceased in an up-
stairs bedroom suffering 
from multiple stab wounds to the 
upper body. 

Preliminarily, detectives deter-
mined Evelin Molina resided at the 
home with her husband, Hernandez 
Mejia, and their children. A family 
member, who does not reside at the 
home, received a call from Hernan-
dez Mejia, stating he had stabbed 
his wife. When the family member 
arrived at the home, Hernandez 
Mejia handed over his wallet and 
fled in a black Honda HRV bearing 
Virginia tags TXV-1986.

A knife believed to be used in 
the stabbing was located inside 
the bedroom. The children were 
not home at the time of the inci-

dent. The Office of the 
Chief Medical Examiner 
will conduct an autopsy 
to determine the exact 
manner and cause of 
death. 

Detectives conduct-
ed several interviews 
and obtained an arrest 
warrant for Hernandez 
Mejia for second degree 
murder. Detectives from 
Fairfax County Police 
Fugitive Track and Ap-
prehension Unit began 

searching for Hernandez Mejia. 
This morning, detectives contacted 
officers from the South Carolina 
State Law Enforcement Division 
(SLED) to aid in locating Hernan-
dez Mejia. Deputies from Anderson 
County and SLED officers found 
Hernandez Mejia traveling on In-
terstate 85 in Anderson County. He 
was arrested and will be extradited 
back to Fairfax County.

Anyone with information about 
this stabbing is asked to call detec-
tives at 703-246-7800, option 2. 
Tips can also be submitted anon-
ymously through Crime Solvers 
by phone – 1-866-411-TIPS (866-
411-8477.

Man Arrested in Springfield 
For Stabbing Death of Wife

Courtesy of 
Anderson County 

Sheriff’s Office
Jose Heber 
Hernandez Mejia

SHOOTING INTO AN OCCU-
PIED DWELLING: 3500 block of 
Holly Hill Road, 7/11/22, 3:42 
a.m. Officers responded to the area 
for reports of multiple gunshots. 
The victim found damage to her 
apartment. Several cartridge cases 
were recovered. No injuries were 
reported.

COMMERCIAL BURGLARY: 
8150 Richmond Highway (Action 
Automotive Auto Dealership), 
7/11/22, 3:52 a.m. Someone 
forced entry into the business, 
damaged property and took mer-
chandise.

ATTEMPTED ROBBERY: Lara-
mie Place/Tamarind Street, 
7/13/22, 11:53 a.m. Three men 
approached a juvenile victim, as-
saulted the victim and took prop-

MOUNT VERNON DISTRICT STATION
erty. No injuries were reported.

ROBBERY: 5900 block of North 
Kings Highway, 7/13/22, 10:22 
p.m. The victim arranged to buy 
merchandise from a man near the 
location. The man assaulted the 
victim, took the victim’s money 
and drove away. The victim was 
treated for injuries not considered 
life threatening. This does not ap-
pear to be a random act. 

FRANCONIA 
DISTRICT STATION 
COMMERCIAL BURGLARY: 

6500 Springfield Mall, 7/12/22, 
5:40 a.m. Security saw a 22-year-
old man emptying the contents 
of a cash register into a bag in a 
parking garage. Officers located 
the man and took him into custo-
dy.  He was charged with burglary.

The AAAS STEM Volun-
teers Program, stem-
volunteers.org, needs 

STEM professionals to assist 
K-12 STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Mathematics) 
teachers in the DC metro area 
during the 2022-23 school year.  
Our school districts are Mont-
gomery County, DC, Arlington, 

Stem Volunteers Needed
Alexandria, and Fairfax County. 
All lessons will be in the class-
room, and it is anticipated that 
masks and testing will be op-
tional. If you care about K-12 
STEM education and have time 
to share your knowledge with 
students and teachers, please 
send a note to bcalinge@aaas.
org.
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News

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

W
ith the Northern 
Virginia Transpor-
tation Authority  
unanimous vote on 

June 14 to adopt the FY2022-2027 
Six Year Program, Fairfax County, 
Virginia’s most populous jurisdic-
tion, was allotted more than $336 
million, 53.7 percent of the $625 
million in approved infrastructure 
project funds to impact the re-
gion at large. NVTA received pro-
posals for 26  FY2022-2026 SYP 
transportation candidate projects, 
and they adopted 20 multimodal 
transportation projects for full or 
partial funding. Six projects are in 
Fairfax County; one in the Town of 
Herndon; one in the City of Falls 
Church; two in the City of Alexan-
dria; one in Arlington County; four 
in Loudoun County; four in Prince 
William County; and one in the 
City of Manassas.

The vote was both unanimous 
and nonpartisan. “That is just a very 
impressive thing to be able to do in 
this day and age,” said Phyllis J. 
Randall, NVTA chair and Loudoun 
County chair (D-At-Large), who 
spoke at a press conference Friday 
morning, July 15. 

“The fact that we passed this out 
last night unanimously, with every 
member of the Authority except 
one, being in the room. Everyone 
from Alexandria to Dumfries to 
Manassas to Loudoun, the entire 
region was there … and of course, 
we also have State Senator Jenni-
fer Boysko representing the State 
Senate and two gubernatorial ap-
pointees,” Randall said. Del. Dave 
A. LaRock (R-33), who was put on 
the NVTA board by the governor 
and whose House district is north 
and west of Leesburg, was not 
present.

Monica Brockman, chief exec-
utive officer of NVTA said during 
the press conference that NVTA is 
in its sixth funding program since 
the passage of HB 2313, which is 
the transportation funding bill. “We 
are looking at slightly over $3 bil-
lion ($3.12 billion) in regional mul-
timodal congestion relief solutions 
right here in Northern Virginia.” 

The projects will impact the re-
gion in three ways: first, as a mul-
timodal/corridor focus with an 
emphasis on roadway/Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT) on the Rt. 1 corridor; 
second, the projects include trans-
portation technology, decarboniz-
ing transit fleets, and an ITS (In-
telligent Transportation System) 

along the Rt. 7 corridor; third, 
the projects represent a balance of 
transit, bike and pedestrian, and 
transportation technology projects, 
spread geographically.

Randall said that NVTA is the 
“financial engine of the Common-
wealth” in many respects, and con-
gestion relief is its first goal. “If we 
cannot get home ... to our jobs, if 
we cannot get around, it does af-
fect not only our economy but the 
economy of the entire Common-
wealth. Transportation is a quali-
ty-of-life issue,” Randall said. NVTA 
works on a 30 percent split, mean-
ing that 30 percent of NVTA funds 
go back to localities. They can use 
those funds in whatever way they 
choose. “If they want to do bike 
and ped (pedestrian) with that 30 
percent money, they are certainly 
welcome to,” Randall said.

Seventeen of the 20 approved 
roadway transit, intersection, bike 
and pedestrian, and transportation 
technology projects are fully fund-
ed in line with requested funding 
amounts. Three are partially funded, 
preliminary engineering phase only. 

Two of NVTA’s three most signif-
icant funded projects are in Fairfax 
County: $108 million for Fairfax 
County Parkway Widening, with 
a congestion reduction relative 
to cost rank, or CRRC, of #3 out 
of the 26 candidate applicants. 
$80 million is for the Richmond 

Highway Route 1 BRT, bus rapid 
transit. CRRC rank #17. Arlington 
County’s Ballston-MU Metro Rail 
Station West Entrance is tied fund-
ing-wise at $80 million.

FAIRFAX COUNTY CHAIRMAN 
Jeffrey C. McKay (D-At-Large) 
said, “We regularly talk about our 
goal in Fairfax County to ‘move 
people’ no matter how they choose 
or need to travel. I could not be 
more pleased with this investment 
in our community. I am especially 
thrilled for how we are transform-
ing bus service in Fairfax County. 
The Fairfax Connector will add 
eight battery-powered vehicles, 
providing a clean, quiet, and effi-
cient trip for customers traveling 
between transportation and em-
ployment hubs.”

McKay said that when construc-
tion begins for The One, the coun-
ty’s new BRT, or bus rapid transit, 
in the Route 1 corridor, it “will 
completely remake this section of 
the county from a congested, ag-
ing commuter route into a vibrant, 
mixed-use model of living, work-
ing, and relaxing.”

Mark Duceman, transportation 
planner at the Town of Herndon, 
noted that the NVTA funding of 
$4.581 million does not fund the 
actual roadway extension for the 
Herndon Parkway at Worldgate 
Drive Extension project. The road-

NVTA Adopts $625 Million Six Year Program

way project depends on the town’s 
additional state funding under 
VDOT’s Smart-Scale funding pro-
gram. While the town is in Fairfax 
County, it is a separate jurisdiction.

Duceman explained that the 
project is directed toward the 
signalization of the future inter-
section of Worldgate Drive Exten-
sion with Herndon Parkway. “The 
signalization project is to relieve 
peak-hour congestion by increas-
ing roadway capacity via addition-
al turning lanes, raised median, 
and mode-separated ADA street-
scape and cycle track. Ultimately, 
the project will result in improved 
traffic flow, safety, and multimodal 
circulation for drivers, pedestri-
ans, bicyclists, and transit riders 
for access to Metrorail as well as 
local and regional destinations,” 
he said.

NVTA is a regional governmen-
tal entity of 17 members estab-
lished to plan, prioritize, and fund 
regional transportation programs. 
The program funds what the Au-
thority has deemed to be the most 
important transportation projects 
that would relieve congestion in 
relation to cost and improve the 
quality of life for Northern Virgin-
ians. The program focuses on geo-
graphic and modal balance.

What Makes a Project More 
Likely to Receive Funding?

Determining which projects land 
funding and which do not is tied 
to four key components of NVTA’s 
project selection process. It begins 
with an eligibility review. The can-
didate project must be in a NOVA 
jurisdiction. Second, a quantitative 
analysis of congestion reduction 
relative to costs and long-term 
benefits. Third, qualitative anal-
ysis, past performances, external 
funding, projective readiness, and 
modal and geographic balance. Fi-
nally, NVTA considers public com-
ment.

NVTA received 1,609 comments 
from 448 members of the public on 
the 26 candidate projects, accord-
ing to the NVTA  approved summa-
ry minutes. The public comment 
period ran from April 15, 2022 
to May 22, 2022. On June 2, NV-
TA’s CEO Monica Backmon posted 
a summary report of public com-
ments along with the comments 
themselves on NVTA’s website.

NVTA funds pedestrian and bi-
cycle modes only if they lead to a 
more extensive transportation sys-
tem. 

“If there is a bike path that leads 
you to the Metro, then that is 
something we will look at. But for 
NVTA overall, our first goal is to do 
congestion relief,” Randall said.

NVTA’s next Call for Regional 
Transportation Projects is antici-
pated for May 2023.

NVTA approved funding amounts for candidate applications from eight jurisdictions.

Fairfax County 
lands $336 million.
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News

By Ken Moore
The Connection

T
he teenager in a video that went 
viral the weekend of July 9, 2022, 
asks two Fairfax County Police 
officers why they have their guns 

drawn. “Why you pointing your guns on 
me? Why you pointing your guns on me,” 
he asks.

While one officer has her firearm pointed 
at the teenager, another officer commands 
the teenager to drop his cell phone and 
get down on the ground. The second offi-
cer, who said drop your cell phone, appears 
to have raised his gun, and the level of his 
voice, when the teenager doesn’t immedi-
ately follow his instructions.

After the teenager is handcuffed and 
searched on the ground, a third officer asks 
the juvenile who has the gun? 

“What gun?” the teenager asks. 
The officer asks again, “Who has the gun?” 
“What gun? No one has a gun,” said the 

teenager. 
“Someone has a gun, why do you think 

we are here like this?” said the third officer.
In searching, Fairfax County Police offi-

cers find eye drops in the juvenile’s pock-
et, but did not find any weapon on him or 
the two other teenagers arrested at the car 
dealership across Arlington Boulevard from 
the IHOP restaurant at 6555 Arlington Bou-
levard in the Fairfax County area of Falls 
Church.

At the end of body worn camera footage 
released by Fairfax County Police, the officer 
gives the juvenile the answer of why he and 
his colleagues responded the way they did.

“I’m going to level with you, okay? We 
got called because they said somebody had 
a gun and was threatening people with it at 
the IHOP across the street, alright. The offi-
cer saw you three running from that IHOP, 
that’s why we’re having the response that we 
are, alright?” said the officer. 

The three juveniles were detained and lat-
er released to their parents. An investigation 
continues.

 
SIX DAYS LATER, Fairfax County Chief of 

Police Kevin Davis held a press conference.
“We want you to be concerned when you 

see a video like that,” he said.
“I know why you watch this and see a po-

lice officer pointing a gun at another person, 
that makes us all kind of cringe. If it didn’t 
make us cringe to see a police officer point-
ing a firearm at someone, something would 
probably be wrong with us,” Davis said. 

Davis shared the level of distress from the 
911 caller. Police learned that three juveniles 
entered the restaurant around 9:12 p.m.

“One of the juveniles threatened the host-
ess while another lifted his shirt revealing 
what appeared to be a handgun in his waist-
band,” according to police reports.

The restaurant employee, who did 
not call earlier, called 911 around 11 
p.m., saying that the group was back, 
circling the building, and were trying 
to get her to come out of the building.

“Can you come please? They are 
coming inside. Please, they are com-
ing inside. Please, please, please.”

“That call for service was made 
with great emotion. She was scared. 
She saw a gun, she was threatened 
and she called the Fairfax County Po-
lice department and we responded,” 
said Davis. 

Her call was not played to protect 
her identity, said Davis.

“This was a priority response to a 
911 gun call,” he said. “Adrenaline is 
running high when you’re dispatched 
to a 911 gun call. They’re getting in-
formation from the dispatcher that’s 
compelling, compelling.”

The police officers that responded 
to this call acted lawfully, acted in ac-
cordance with Fairfax County police 
training and policies, and in accor-
dance with community expectations, 
Davis said.  

“Pointing a gun at someone in 2022 
in America, a police officer pointing 
a firearm at someone is very serious, 
very serious. But if you just go by this 
viral video that kind of popped last 
weekend, I think there’s an assumption that 
this person was a passerby. He was not a 
passerby. There’s an assumption that maybe 
this person had nothing to do with the gun 
call. He did,” said Davis.

“A viral video that lacks context can make 
its way around the world twice while the 
truth is putting its shoes on,” said Chief Da-
vis. “We’re here five or six days later because 
we wanted to get it right. We can get it fast 
and not get it right or we can get it right. 
Now, we have enough information that we 
want to share it with our community.”

SUPERVISOR RODNEY LUSK will convene 
a virtual public safety town hall meeting on 
July 21 at 6 p.m. to address community con-
cerns about multiple incidents of police use 
of force in the last few weeks.

Fairfax County Police officers shot and 
killed two men in separate incidents. A Res-
ton man, Christian Parker, 37, was shot and 
killed in the parking lot of Springfield Town 
Center on June 30. Jasper Aaron Lynch, 26, 
was shot and killed in a McLean home on 
July 7 in a mental health crisis. (The week 
of July 1-7, Fairfax County Police reported 
that they responded to 194 calls for service 
for “persons experiencing mental health cri-
sis.”)

“Over the past three weeks, there have 
been a series of high profile incidents in-
volving the Fairfax County Police Depart-

ment,” said Lusk in a statement released as 
he announced the date of the town meeting. 
“I share the concerns that I’ve heard from 
many in the community about both the na-
ture of these incidents and the frequency at 
which they are occurring.”

“I remain completely committed to pro-
viding the transparency required to ensure 
trust between our community and FCPD,” 
Lusk said. Lusk is chairman of the Board of 
Supervisors Public Safety Committee, and as 
such provides policy oversight for the police.

BOTH FATAL incidents were recorded on of-
ficers’ body cameras, and that footage will 
be released along with audio recordings 
“within 30 days or when it no longer jeopar-
dizes the integrity of the investigation.” 

Per department policy, the officers have 
been placed on restricted duty pending the 
outcome of an administrative investigation 
by the Internal Affairs Bureau. 

An independent review will be conducted 
of the incidents by the Fairfax County Inde-
pendent Police Auditor, Richard G. Schott. 
The Office of the Independent Police Auditor 
was established by the Board of Supervisors 
on the recommendation of the Ad Hoc Police 
Practices Review Commission, in the wake 
of the police shooting death of John Geer 
of Springfield. The recommendations of the 
commission also led to the timeline for re-
lease of information.

Video went viral; but context is needed 
says chief of police. Town Hall  
scheduled for Thursday, July 21.

Why Are You Pointing Your Gun at Me?

The Public Safety Town Hall is Thursday, July 21 at 6 p.m.

Town Hall July 21, 6 p.m.
Register to watch on Zoom, or watch on Facebook 

Live.
Zoom
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Q7D_dh-

VURAecYSuQN5XyVg
FaceBook
https://www.facebook.com/fairfaxcountyPD

See Bulletin, Page 11

SEPT. 13 TO NOV. 17
ESL Class. 7-9 p.m. At Lord of Life Lutheran 

Church, 5114 Twinbrook Road, Fairfax. 
Beginner, Intermediate, and Advanced lev-
el English classes.  Classes will be in-per-
son or online. Classes will meet twice a 
week, on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7 
to 9 p.m. Books are included in class cost.  
Email: Heather@andberg.org.

 
SUPPORT GROUPS
Parent Support Partners, a service of the 

Healthy Minds Fairfax initiative, are all 
parents who have received training and 
are qualified to offer education, support 
and assistance at no cost to families or 
caregivers. They provide reliable infor-

mation that families can use in deci-
sion-making and are familiar with services 
and resources that can help families in 
distress. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
healthymindsfairfax or www.nami-north-
ernvirginia.org/parent-peer-support.html.

The Shepherd’s Center of Northern Virginia 
Caregivers’ Support Group takes place the 
first and third Tuesdays of each month, 
10-11:30 a.m. via Zoom. This group is 
for caregivers of family members with 
dementia.  Meetings are gently facilitated.  
For more information and to get the Zoom 
link, contact Jack Tarr at jtarr5@verizon.
net or 703-821-6838.

Bulletin Board
Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar.  

Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before the event.  
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Entertainment

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

T
he Summer of George, is a local 
rock band that’s living it up this 
summer, playing house parties, lo-
cal bars and a show at UVA, with 

an unconventional group name that came 
to one of the members while watching the 
sitcom Seinfeld. The “George,” is the quirky 
character George Castanza on the show and 
it just stuck.

“A lot of people will get it,” said drummer 
Nick Scyoc. “We’re throwing caution to the 
wind a lot,” he added.

That caution to the wind may come in the 
form of a police officer who came to bust 
up their loud show one time but ended up 
requesting a song. Or the mob of “young 
girls” that stormed the stage during their 
rendition of a Phil Collins tune. Those kinds 
of things are unplanned but add to the fun. 
“They kind of charged the stage, young girls 
hanging all over us,” said vocalist Ean Es-
chenburg, who kind of laughed it off.

Then there was the time the lead guitarist 
wrote their hit original “Drinking Smoking,” 

while he was on the way to Costco. “Some-
times it just clicks,” said Jon Kraft, the lead 
guitarist and songwriter. It sounds kind of 
like an Aerosmith song. 

Drummer Nick agreed. “Songwriting is 
very much an evolutionary process, bounc-
ing ideas off each other,” he added. The 
fourth member of the 
group is Jakob Markham 
on rhythm guitar.

It’s clicking for the 
band though, and 
they’re having the time 
of their lives rocking on 
stage while keeping it 
local. Eschenburg lives 
in Burke, Markham in DC, Kraft and Scyoc 
in Arlington. One time they hired a photog-
rapher for publicity, but it didn’t amount to 

much so social media is the extent of their 
publicity campaign. “Most of the time it’s 
just my girlfriend with her cellphone,” Es-
chenburg said.

On Stage
The Summer of George plays main-

ly cover tunes and throws in an original 
when the time is right. The crowds are 
there to party and there’s a lot of danc-
ing and screaming, but this is life in a rock 
band, and it’s rarely a problem. Even when 
the cops come due to the level of noise 
coming off the stage. 

“We always have the cops called on us,” 
Eschenburg said. One 
female officer, who was 
there to quash the noise, 
ended up requesting a 
song, “Sex on Fire,” by 
Kings of Leon.

Led Zeppelin covers 
are always part of the 
playlist, and other covers 

from the 1970s best-of list like Elton John, 
AC-DC and more recent pop-punk tunes. 
They throw in a country song occasionally.

“You’ve got to play to these kids what they 
want,” said Eschenburg.

There aren’t any tours planned anytime 
soon. They’re keeping it local, avoiding the 
travel to save money and build a reputation 
at the bars around the metro area. Word of 
mouth works well for them so when one 
nightclub owner likes their show, he tells 
the other club owners and they fill up their 
schedule that way.

Local rock band is highlighted by Led Zeppelin covers, 
original songs and George Castanza.Rocking Local

Upcoming Summer of 
George shows:

 
Renegade in Arlington on July 22,
B Live in Clarendon on July 30
Public Bar in Washington, D.C. on Aug. 5.

The Summer of George.

It’s hot, humid  
and loud for the 
Summer of George.

The drummer has a protective screen up, just in case. Singer Ean Eschenburg belts out the lyrics for the college-aged crowd.

Photos contributed

NOW THRU AUG. 27
Summer Saturdays. 11 a.m. to 4 

p.m. At Gunston Hall, 10709 
Gunston Road Lorton. Explore 
history in different ways with 
this drop-in summer program. 
Each Saturday will have a host 
of different activities around a 
different theme. Savor history, 
dig in the dirt, and play games 
as we learn about the 18th 
century at Gunston Hall. Visit 
the website: https://gunston-
hall.org/events/summer-satur-
days-2/

NOW THRU OCT. 17
Hummingbird Photo Exhibition. 

At Green Spring Gardens in 
Alexandria. For those who can’t 
get enough of the beauty of 
hummingbirds, a group of local 
photographers are mounting an 

exhibition this summer at Green 
Spring Gardens in Alexandria. 
The title of the show is “A Bouquet 
of Hummingbirds,” and it will 
feature works from more than 20 
area artists and include humming-
birds from all over the Western 
Hemisphere. All profits from the 
sale of photos will be donated to 
the Friends of Green Spring, a 
non-profit organization devoted 
to maintaining the gardens and 
furthering public education and 
outreach.  

 
FILMS IN THE PARK
Thursdays at 7 p.m. At the Mosaic 

District’s Strawberry Park, 2910 
District Ave., Fairfax.

July 21 – Dating & New York
July 28 – Dog
Aug 4 – Spider-Man: No Way Home

Aug 11 – Encanto
Aug 18 – Under the Stadium Lights
Aug 25 – F9 | The Fast & Furious Saga

ENJOY MUSIC UNDER THE 
STARS
The City of Fairfax will present a series 

of free, music concerts, each Thurs-
day throughout July, at 7:30 p.m. 
Performances will be outdoors at 
the Veterans Amphitheater next to 
City Hall at 10455 Armstrong St. in 
Fairfax. Dates and performers are:

July 21 - Main Street Community 
Band;

July 28 - City of Fairfax Band Summer 
Concert.

SATURDAY/JULY 23
Lesson Zero. 7 p.m. At The Austin 

Grill, 8430 Old Keene Mill Road, 
Springfield.  Visit  www.youtube.

com/lessonzero and www.reverb-
nation.com/lessonzero

SUNDAY/JULY 24
WVMGRS G-Scale Trains. Noon to 5 

p.m. At 11200 Fairfax Station Road, 
Fairfax Station. The Washington, 
Virginia & Maryland Garden Rail-
way Society (WVMGRS) members 
will have a G-Scale train display 
running at the Fairfax Station 
Railroad Museum. The sheer size of 
these trains is a wonder to behold 
as is their ability to run through the 
garden all year around.  If you’ve 
ever thought about running trains 
in the garden, this is the event to 
see these trains and speak with 
experienced people about this inter-
esting facet of the model railroad-
ing hobby.  Museum members and 
children 4 and under, free; adults 

13 and over, $5; children 5-12, 
$3; seniors and military, active 
and retired, $4.   Information 
on the Museum and shows is at: 
www.fairfax-station.org www.
facebook.com/FFXSRR or phone 
703-425-9225.

MONDAY/JULY 25
”Mr. Gabe” Music. 10:30-11:15 a.m. 

At Old Town Square – Fairfax 
City, 10415 North Street, Fairfax. 
Join Mr. Gabe at FUNDAY MON-
DAY for a lively and interactive 
mix of traditional children’s 
songs, child-friendly pop songs 
and originals. Perfect for young 
children. Visit: https://www.
fairfaxva.gov/government/
parks-recreation/cultural-arts

Calendar
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WEDNESDAY/JULY 27
Free Concerts in the Park. 7 p.m. 

At Burke Lake Park, 7315 Ox 
Road, Fairfax Station. Mark 
your calendars and plan to 
come out to Burke Lake Park 
every Wednesday night starting 
July 13 through August 24 for 
an incredible line-up of bands, 
food trucks, 2 Silos beer, and 
Peterson’s Ice Cream. The atmo-
sphere is informal, so bring a 
blanket and lawn chairs, and 
relax with friends and family. 

SCHEDULE 
July 27 – The Skip Castro Band 

(Party Band)
Aug 3 – Practically Einstein (Vin-

tage Rock)
Aug 10 – The Road Ducks (South-

ern Rock)
Aug 17 – Speidel, Goodrich, Gog-

gin & Lille (Rock)
Aug 24 – The Colin Thompson 

Band (Blues Rock)
 

See HO gauge model trains running at the Fairfax Station 
Railroad Museum on Sunday, July 31 in Fairfax Station.

SUNDAY/JULY 31
Burke Historical Society Meeting. 

3-4:30 p.m. Virtual. Refer-
ence librarian and genealogist 
Leslie Anderson will discuss her 
research on the 1st U.S. Col-
ored Cavalry. Register for this 
online event hosted by Pohick 
Regional Library at https://
librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.
gov/calendar

SUNDAY/JULY 31
Model Trains Running. 1-4 p.m. 

At Fairfax Station Railroad 
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station 
Road, Fairfax Station. The Po-
tomac Module Crew will have 
HO gauge model trains running 
at the Fairfax Station Railroad 
Museum.  Admission:  Museum 
members and ages 4 and under, 
free; ages 5-12, $3; ages 13 and 
older, $5 ($6 special events); 
seniors and military, active and 
retired, $4.  www.fairfax-sta-
tion.org, www.facebook.com, 
703-425-9225.

Calendar

From Page 9

Haven of Northern Virginia provides 
support, compassion, information 
and resources to the bereaved and 
seriously ill. To become a Haven 
volunteer, please call 703-941-
7000 to request an orientation. Vol-
unteers must complete a 30-hour 
training and commit to one year of 
service answering Haven phones 
(2.5 hours weekly). Next training 
is scheduled for fall 2017.

ONGOING
Assistance League of Northern Virginia 

is an all-volunteer non-profit or-
ganization that feeds, clothes and 
provides reading assistance and 
books to children in need.   Assis-
tance League’s programs touch the 
lives of hundreds of children in 
Fairfax and Prince William Coun-
ties and the City of Alexandria.  
There are many volunteer oppor-
tunities for community members 
to contribute to helping those in 
need.  To learn more, email info@
alnv.org, or visit www.alnv.org.

STEM Professionals Needed. Volun-
teers are needed to assist K-12 
STEM teachers in northern Virginia 
as part of the American Associ-
ation for the Advancement of 
Science’s STEM Volunteer Program, 
stemvolunteers.org, during the 
2019-20 school year, beginning in 
September. Please contact Don Rea 
at 571-551-2488 or donaldrea@
aol.com.

Docents Needed. Sundays 1-4 p.m. at 
the Fairfax Station Railroad Muse-
um, 11200 Fairfax Station Road in 
Fairfax Station. Greet museum visi-
tors and tell them about the exhib-
its, the museum and its railroad and 

Civil War history. Ideal for those 
interested in railroads, the Civil 
War and Northern Virginia history. 
Training and orientation provided. 
Other volunteer opportunities are 
gardening, publicity and exhibit 
planning. Call 703-945-7483.

Volunteer Adult Mentors Needed. Help 
assist the Department of Family 
Services’ BeFriendA-Child mentor-
ing program. The mentors provide 
opportunities for companionship, 
guidance and support to children 
who have been abused and ne-
glected, or who are at risk of abuse 
and neglect. Contact Ibrahim Khalil 
at Ibrahim.khalil@fairfaxcounty.
gov or 703-324-4547. 

Volunteers needed at the Fairfax Sta-
tion Railroad Museum, 11200 Fair-
fax Station Road, Fairfax Station. 
The Museum offers a variety of 
exciting volunteer opportunities in 
Museum events, programs and ad-
ministration. Contact volunteers@
fairfax-station.org or 703-945-7483 
to explore services that will fit your 
schedule and interests. Visit www.
fairfax-station.org, or call 703-425-
9225 for more.

RSVP, a volunteer network for seniors 
seeking service opportunities 
in and around Fairfax County, 
Arlington County and the City of 
Alexandria, offers a wide array of 
opportunities for volunteers 55 
and older. RSVP volunteers enjoy 
flexible schedules, free accident 
and liability insurance while 
serving, optional mileage and meal 
reimbursement and are invited 
to volunteer group projects and 
social gatherings. To sign up for an 
upcoming orientation, email Carly 
Hubicki at chubicki@volunteerfair-
fax.org or call RSVP at 703-403- 

Bulletin Board
5360. To learn more about RSVP, 
visit www.rsvpnova.org.

Shepherd’s Center of Fairfax-Burke 
serves those 50 and older who no 
longer drive. Volunteer drivers are 
needed for trips (Monday-Friday) 
to medical appointments and 
companion shopping within the 
Fairfax/Burke area. Office workers 
are needed to answer phones in 
the SCFB office (Monday-Friday) 
to match drivers and those who 
need rides. Call 703-323-4788.

Positive Parenting Strategies Course. 
At PHILLIPS, 7010 Braddock Road, 
Annandale. A series of classes and 
in home consultations taught by 
PHILLIPS’ counselors. Open to all 
local families. Call Stacy Stryjewski 
at 703-658-9054.

Thermal Camera Loan Program. Learn 
where the energy is leaking out of 
the home with a special attach-
ment for the iPhone or Android. 
Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ener-
gy or call 703-324-5955 for more.

Master Gardener Training. The Fairfax 
County Master Gardener Associa-
tion offers plant clinics, home turf 
training or speakers for homeown-
er’s meetings. Fees vary. Visit fair-
faxgardening.org or call MG Help 
Desk at 703-324-8556 for more.

Fairfax Rotary Club Meeting 12:15-
1:30 p.m. Mondays. American 
Legion, 3939 Oak St., Fairfax. 
Meetings with luncheon and pro-
gram. fairfaxrotary.org.

Civil War Research scholarship to a 
public or private high school senior 
who resides in Fairfax, Fairfax City, 
Prince William County, Manassas 
City, or Manassas Park from the 
Bull Run Civil War Roundtable in 
Centreville, Va. Visit bullruncwrt.
org for more.

Fairfax-based non-profit Britepaths 
offers free Financial Education 
Classes Sessions at various loca-
tions in the Fairfax County area 
to low- and middle-income adults 
who reside throughout Northern 
Virginia. The offerings are free and 
open to the public, but reservations 
are required. britepaths.org/news/
get-financially-fit-new-year

Volunteers Needed. PRS is looking for 
empathetic and caring volunteers 
to make phone calls to older 
adults who may be feeling socially 
isolated. The commitment is one 
3-hour shift per week for one year. 
Located in Arlington. Ages 21 & 
up. Intensive training provided. 
Learn more and apply: prsinc.org/
carering-volunteering. Questions? 
Email lpadgett@prsinc.org.

Burke Lake Seniors Golf League seeks 
members. Interested golfers are 
invited to join the Burke Lake 
Seniors Golf League. Must be 
55 and older, enjoy playing golf, 
meeting new people and having 
an all -around good time. Reserved 
tee times on Tuesday and Thursday 
mornings at the Par 3 Burke Lake 
Golf Course on Ox Road. Annu-
al dues for the season – April 1 
through Oct. 31 – are $20 plus 
green fees. For more information, 
call Charlie Ryan 703-690-4227.

The Northern Virginia Long Term Care 
Ombudsman Program needs vol-
unteer advocates for residents in 
nursing homes and assisted living 
facilities. Contact Lisa Callahan at 
703-324-5861, TTY 711 or email 
Lisa.Callahan@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

Also visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
dfs/olderadultservices/ltcombuds-
man.

Fairfax County needs volunteers to 
drive older adults to medical ap-
pointments and wellness programs. 
For these and other volunteer 
opportunities, call 703-324-5406, 
TTY 711 or visit www.fairfaxcoun-
ty.gov/olderadults and click on 
Volunteer Solutions.

Respite Care volunteers give family 
caregivers of a frail older adult a 
well-deserved break so they can 
go shopping, attend a doctor’s ap-
pointment or just have coffee with 
a friend. Volunteers visit and over-
see the safety of the older adult for 
a few hours each month. Support 
and training are provided. Contact 
703-324-7577, TTY 711, or Kristin.
Martin@fairfaxcounty.gov.

Volunteer Fairfax provides opportuni-
ties for individuals, families, youth 
and corporate groups for service 
opportunities at a variety of non-
profit agencies. One-time special 
events or ongoing activities are 
available at www.volunteerfairfax.
org or call 703-246-3460.

Singers Wanted for the Celebration 
Singers. The women’s show 
choir is interested in new talent 
to perform at various Northern 
Virginia community sites. Practices 
are Wednesdays 10:30 a.m.-2:30 
p.m. at the Burke United Meth-
odist Church, 6300 Burke Center 
Parkway. Contact either Barbara 
Male (barbdmale@yahoo.com) or 
Gayle Parsons, gparsons3@cox.net 
for more information.

News

Robert E. Lee Lane is privately owned by the near-
by apartments and is not maintained by VDOT or the 
County, Campbell said. It was listed in the “History 
Commission’s Fairfax County Confederate Names In-
ventory Report,” that was presented in December of 
2020. According to county map information, the road 
was constructed and named in the 1964-1965 time-
frame. The street was likely named by builders Louis 
A. Zuckerman or B. Francis Saul, the property infor-
mation stated.

The county report, Fairfax County Confederate 
Names Inventory Report, was compiled by the History 
Commission in response to a June 23, 2020, direc-
tive from the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. 
The 536-page report was directed to design a “process 
that focuses on well-known Confederate officers and 
on locally well-known Confederates,” it said in the ex-
ecutive summary.

The descriptions are historical in nature and tell 
any connection to the Confederacy or Union, even if 
the connection is a remote possibility. A Kingstowne 
street named Wiley Creek Way for example was cit-
ed as “Wiley Common Family Name.” But Sgt. Robert 
Wiley (1840-1932) was a Confederate who enlisted 
in Company K, 19th Georgia Infantry on March 8, 
1862 at Occoquan. He moved to the Lorton area after 
the war. Where his family lived in Fairfax County is 
today known as Wiley, Va., the report said. Another 
example is Van Dorn Street that goes through Alexan-
dria to Kingstowne, thought to named for a “General, 
Confederate States Army, 1861-1863. Killed May 7, 
1863,” the report said. “In 1953, after Alexandria an-
nexed a portion of Fairfax County, the City renamed 

many north-south streets after Confederate military 
leaders. In 2015, Alexandria’s City manager, Mark B. 
Jinks, confirmed that Van Dorn Street was named for 
Brig. Gen. Earl Van Dorn,” the report said.

The Virginia Department of Historic Resources has 
many rules for statues and urges those advocating for 
removal of these monuments in Virginia localities to 
allow for a legal and deliberative process, their website 
stated. But it does not include road names in the text.

The General Assembly of Virginia ruled on the re-
naming process as well in April 2020. Under Code 
15.2-1812, before changing names, there has to be 
a procedure. “Prior to removing, relocating, contex-
tualizing, or covering any such publicly owned mon-
ument or memorial, the local governing body shall 
publish notice of such intent in a newspaper having 
general circulation in the locality,” it said. The notice 
shall specify the time and place of a public hearing at 
which interested persons may present their views, not 
less than 30 days after publication of the notice. Af-
ter the completion of the hearing, the governing body 
may vote whether to remove, relocate, contextualize, 
or cover the monument or memorial. If the govern-
ing body votes to remove, relocate, contextualize, or 
cover the monument or memorial, the local govern-
ing body shall first, for a period of 30 days, offer the 
monument or memorial for relocation and placement 
to any museum, historical society, government, or mil-
itary battlefield. The local governing body shall have 
sole authority to determine the final disposition of the 
monument or memorial.”

This particular sign off Harrison Lane is in the Fran-
conia District, formerly Lee District before a ruling 
earlier this summer. The historic Huntley Manor es-
tate is located nearby.

From Page 2

What To Do with Robert E. Lee Lane
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E
ating french fries and burgers with her young 
children, Ava Black asked them what they 
learned during a trip to Glen Echo Park earli-
er that afternoon. They told her that they had 

fun riding the carousel, but her six-year-old son said 
they found out that only whites were allowed to enter 
the park when it was first established. The Alexandria 
single mother of two usually takes her children on at 
least one vacation each summer, but this year forgoing 
an out-of-state trip and opting for a staycation.

“They’ve been asking to go to our family reunion in 
North Carolina.” she said. “We drive there every year, 
but [the cost of] gas is too high so we’re staying at 
home. They are going to have to settle for a call to 
their aunts, uncles and cousins.”

Like many families who are grappling with infla-
tion, Black’s budget is so tight this year, that they 
are eschewing a summer vacation and opting for a 
local staycation. From Mount Vernon to Great Falls, 
the Washington, D.C. region offers a wealth of op-
tions for families who are staying close to home.

“Family adventures are wonderful ways to in-
troduce children to new places and interests.” said 
Lisa Turissini, Ph.D., Director, School of Education, 
Marymount University.  “So, whether you are get-
ting away on a vacation or staying home to enjoy a 
staycation, your child will thank you for the oppor-
tunity to explore a new location or to be able to act 
like a tourist in your own city.”

“Children can learn so much from staycations,” 
added Mary Mukherjee, Senior Program Director, 
Montgomery College Youth Programs. “They learn 
about different cultures, the geography, the lan-
guage, the food. The possibilities are endless.”

Slathering on sunscreen, packing a lunch, and 
heading to the National Mall can feel like a va-
cation, says Turissini. “One of the easiest ways to 
squeeze in a little learning during your vacation is 
to visit historic sites and museums,” she said. “We 
are so lucky to live in the DC area with a number of 
living history museums such as the Smithsonian’s 
National Museum of American History and histor-
ic buildings such as Ford’s Theatre, the White House 
[and] the Lincoln Memorial.”

With two-thousand acres of land and 32 miles of 
trails for hiking and biking, Rock Creek Park is just 
one of the options for families who want to spend time 
outdoors. “Something as simple as exploring nature 
can be a great adventure for the little ones, said Turis-
sini.  “Great Falls Park is a great place to enjoy hiking 
trails, biking, bird watching, and picnicking. You don’t 
have to be a child psychologist to see how much our 
children learn when they are just being kids and en-
joying themselves.”

Picking fruit at a local farm combines educational 
opportunities with family fun. “Once you’re at home 
with your fruit, you can all measure the ingredients 

needed to bake an apple or blueberry pie or make a 
delicious smoothie,” she said,

“Another great adventure is to spend time at the 
National Zoo,” she continued. “Children love animals.  
Have them learn about endangered animals that you 
might be able to visit. And take advantage of any one-
of-a-kind animal encounters or activities that may be 
available for your visit.”

Staycations can be found inside your home, says 
Mukherjee. “Go through family photo albums and 
learn the genealogy of the family.,” she said.  “This 
could lead to online research or even interviewing 
relatives like grandparents, aunts and uncles in per-
son, over the phone or using Zoom. Be sure to write 
everything down.  These stories and snippets of infor-
mation are priceless.”  

Exploring your neighborhood and learning about its 
history can be challenging and enlightened, Mukher-
jee says. “Who established it originally? What is the 
history of the street names? Streets are often named 
for important people in the world and that particular 
neighborhood. Are there any historic houses?  What 
is the geology of the neighborhood? What types of 
plants and trees grow there and why.”

By taking staycations, families can still have expe-
riences that last a lifetime, Turissini says. “Teaching 
them these skills at a young age will serve them well as 
they grow up,” she said.  “And, as parents, joining your 
children in new adventures provides a fresh perspec-
tive and a view of the world through their eyes which 
strengthens family bonds and builds lasting memories.”

This area offers a wealth 
of opportunities for  
families who are staying 
local this summer.

Can’t Afford  
a Vacation?  
Try a Staycation

Ava Black’s budget is tight this year so she will 
not be taking vacation.  Instead, she’s creating a 
staycation for her children.

FOR ANOTHER TAKE ON STAYCATIONS,  
SEE “SUMMER’S HERE AND  
POSSIBLY TIME TO STAY PUT”
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/news/2022/

jun/13/summers-here-and-possibly-time-stay-put/

“Family adventures are  
wonderful ways to introduce 
children to new places and 
interests. Whether you are 
getting away on a vacation or 
staying home to enjoy a  
staycation, your child will 
thank you for the opportunity 
to explore a new location or 
to be able to act like a tourist 
in your own city.”

— Lisa Turissini, Ph.D., Director,  
School of Education, Marymount University.

Photo courtesy of Ava Blac

3 Arrested for Theft of County Computers
Franconia Police District – Detectives from Fairfax County Police Ma-

jor Crimes Bureau’s Criminal Investigation Division were notified in 
March of several thousand Fairfax County Public School laptops that 
were believed to be “illegally reallocated.” The laptops were stored at a 
warehouse in the 6800 block of Industrial Road in Springfield and were 
set to be auctioned.   

Detectives identified a box truck registered to Attyah Computer Re-
cycling, 44190 Waxpool Rd Ste 157, Ashburn, that arrived on multiple 
occasions at the warehouse. The driver of the truck would not exit the 
vehicle nor provide the necessary paperwork required to receive auc-
tioned goods. Laptops and computer parts would be loaded into the 
truck, and the driver would leave. Through the detective’s investigation, 
two warehouse employees were identified as facilitating the unlawful 
transactions.    

The morning of July 14, detectives were conducting surveillance at 
the warehouse and observed the truck arrive at the location. Detectives 
conducted a traffic stop and found stolen laptops in the vehicle. The 
driver, Fadi Atiyeh, 36 of Centreville, was arrested and charged with re-
ceiving stolen property and larceny with the intent to distribute. Detec-
tives determined Atiyeh was employed by Attyah Computer Recycling. 
A search warrant was executed at the business, and additional evidence 
was recovered.   

Later that day, detectives arrested two warehouse employees, Fran-
que Minor II, 35 of Maryland, and Mario Jones Jr., 21 of Woodbridge. 
Both men were charged with embezzlement and larceny with the intent 
to distribute. Both men were also employed by Fairfax County Public 
Schools.  

Detectives continue to comb through a significant amount of evi-
dence to determine the extent of the embezzlement. Preliminarily, de-
tectives believe as many as 35,000 laptops were stolen with an estimat-
ed value of over $2 million. Detectives believe the offenses date back to 
November of 2020.  

Anyone with information about this embezzlement is asked to call 
detectives at 703-256-8035. Tips can also be submitted anonymously 
through Crime Solvers by phone – 1-866-411-TIPS.

FCPD Investigates Inmate Death 
Detectives from Fairfax County Police Major 

Crimes Bureau are investigating the death of 
Glenn Myer, 61, who was an inmate at the Adult 
Detention Center. On July 15, Myer was trans-
ported to Fairfax Hospital for a medical emer-
gency. Myer died Monday while in ICU. Myer 
was suffering from a terminal illness at the time 
of his death. Preliminarily, there are no signs of 
foul play. The Office of the Chief Medical Exam-
iner will conduct an autopsy to determine the 
exact manner and cause of his death.  

Myer was charged on Dec. 19, 2020, with aggravated malicious 
wounding. He had been in the custody of the Fairfax County Sheriff’s 
Office since his arrest. His arrest stemmed from a Dec. 17, 2020, in-
cident where he shot another person in his apartment. When officers 
arrived, he continued his acts of violence by shooting at the responding 
officers. The officers discharged their firearms striking Myer and end-
ing the threat. Myer was transported to Fairfax Hospital immediately 
after the event. Upon his release from the hospital, he was taken to the 
detention center and charged. Myer has remained in the custody of 
the Sheriff’s office since his arrest. Additionally, Myer was charged with 
two counts of attempted capital murder of a law enforcement officer, 
attempted first degree murder, and four counts of the use of a firearm in 
the commission of a felony related to the December 2020 event.     

By policy, FCPD investigates all Fairfax County Sheriff’s Office in-cus-
tody deaths. 

In December 2020, Officers responded to an apartment in the 2000 
block of Peach Orchard Drive at 10:49 a.m. for a shot person on Dec. 
17, 2020. A teenager called 911 advising that he had been shot in the 
face by a man who lives in the apartment. The teenager sought shelter 
from the armed assailant in a bedroom and told the police dispatcher 
that the man was actively trying to break into the room.

Officers assigned to our Patrol Bureau, Special Operations Division, 
Traffic Division and a Deputy assigned to the Fairfax County Sheriff’s 
Office arrived on scene and attempted to negotiate with the armed man 
from outside of the apartment. These negotiations yielded no progress 
toward deescalating the situation, and it was evident the victim’s life 
was in imminent danger. To preserve life, officers entered the home 
and encountered a 61-year-old man from Falls Church, who was armed 
with a gun. Two officers discharged their weapons, striking the man 
in the upper body. The victim suffered injuries not considered to be 
life-threatening and was treated at a nearby hospital.

Glenn Myer
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ABC LICENSE
Hoky LLC trading as Brothers Bistro, 6306 

Springfield Plaza, Springfield, Fairfax County, 
VA 22150-3431. The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF 

ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AU-
THORITY for a Wine and Beer Retail On and Off 
and Mixed Beverage Restaurant license to sell 
or manufacture alcoholic beverages. Sieu Cao, 
Managing Member. Date notice posted at es-

tablishment: 07/12/2022.  NOTE: Objections to 
the issuance of this license must be submitted 
to ABC no later than 30 days from the publish-
ing date of the first of two required newspaper 
legal notices. Objections should be registered 

at www.abc.virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

Legals

Be a part of our: 

Wellbeing pages, the first 
week of every month. 

Delight in our HomeLifeStyle 
sections, the second week 
of every month. Peek at the 
top real estate sales, glimpse 
over-the-top remodeling 
projects, get practical 
suggestions for your home. 

Celebrate students, camps, 
schools, enrichment 
programs, colleges and 
more in our A-plus: 
Education, Learning, 
Fun pages, the third week 
of every month. 

Senior Living, fourth week 
of every month.

Questions? 
E-mail sales@connection 

newspapers.com or 
call 703-778-9431
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Business Business 
DirectoryDirectory

Call 703-549-0004
for advertising information

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Expert Tree Work

Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As a longtime homeowner of a historic home, 
one dating back to the early 1800s, to say there’s 
ongoing upkeep/maintenance required is to state 
the obvious. What wouldn’t be so obvious is the 
total inability of yours truly, cancer notwithstand-
ing, to do any kind of constructive, presumed-
to-be-within-the-man’s purview-type repairs. 
Moreover, home improvement projects and/or 
any number of garden variety/common sense 
modifications like adding shelves, changing light 
switches/adding a dimmer, fixing a toilet, hanging 
pictures, et. cetera, are also outside of my comfort 
zone. A zone which barely exists. Nothing too 
complicated in the scheme of things mind you, 
but way too complicated for me. In addition, as 
you might imagine, tools are not my friends. In 
fact, they are my sworn enemies. If I pick up a 
hammer or a chain saw (which I do own), I’m 
more likely to hurt myself than I am to hit my tar-
get. I can live with my shortcomings. However, it’s 
becoming increasingly difficult for my wife, Dina, 
to endure my incompetence.

Aside from my shortcomings, not being able 
to do anything costs money. And to hire anybody 
to do these kinds of homeowner tasks costs big 
money, usually a retail-type of cost to what it 
might cost compared to what it might cost a more 
capable homeowner – unlike myself, to do the job 
himself (wholesale). And other than Ghostbusters, 
who you gonna call? If you’re lucky, you have a 
referral to somebody reliable and knowledgeable. 
If you’re me, you don’t so you have to find some 
other trusted resource. And that resource amaz-
ingly exists online. You simply list your project, 
your zip code and other pertinent information 
(cell phone and email specifically) and wait 
for the feedback. It’s almost immediate. Within 
seconds almost, the p[phone rings and/or your 
email receives - with offers. Within these offers 
are typically star-type evaluations and comments 
from previous users of this specific service. It’s all, 
in my limited experience, reassuring and so I’ve 
hired these “pros” on multiple occasions and so 
far, so good. I still feel helpless, but I don’t feel 
directionless – if that’s even a word.

But there’s a downside. The amount of com-
munication either over the phone or electroni-
cally before the job and/or after the job has been 
completed is relentless. It’s nonstop. Initially, there 
is the solicitation of the job which spawns any 
number of calls/emails offering. Once you’re able 
to commit and hire the pro, the solicitations don’t 
stop. On occasion, I’ve received calls/emails for 
another day or two until my non-reply eventually 
stops the outreach. It’s intrusive enough before the 
job, but after, it’s worse. In the pursuit of feedback, 
presumably (I’ve only responded electronically, 
never on the phone though), the calls continue for 
days. The caller ID tells me who’s calling so I don’t 
have to answer but I still make note – mentally, 
of who called. I don’t tally the calls, but I can tell 
you, it’s been upwards of a dozen over a couple 
of days – along with emails. I can appreciate that 
the service wants feedback from the person who 
hired the pro to post it on their site to educate the 
public, so to speak, but enough is enough. A good 
faith effort to contact me is all that’s required. If I 
don’t respond after a few calls, leave me be.

Nevertheless, because of this service, I have 
been able, recently to get out of my own way 
and let a professional handle the work. And so 
far, I have had good luck – with a plumber, an 
electrician, and a gutter/air-duct-cleaning service, 
to name a few. I feel as if we’ve made some 
progress, which as the owner of a historic home 
(yes designated as such), is a constant battle, one 
which I have consistently lost – for years. But I 
don’t feel as irresponsible since I have a resource. 
I still can’t do any homeowner-type stuff myself, 
but I can certainly hire someone. I just wish the 
cost – literally and figuratively, for the experience 
was less. Because, unfortunately for me, the 
demand far outweighs the supply, and the end is 
nowhere in sight.

More Than 
I Bargained For

By Susan Laume
The Connection

A
s iconic in summer as barbecues 
and beaches, is the arrival of mos-
quitos. Even as scientists warn 
of the “insect apocalypse,” a de-

cline of insects in an ecological Armaged-
don impacting human food crop availabil-
ity and bird survival, mosquitos appear to 
be holding their own. While their numbers 
may increase or decline from year to year 
depending on the amount of rain or degree 
of warmth, we can count on an opportunity 
to swat at them until late Fall. Because mos-
quitos in Virginia may carry several diseases, 
West Nile virus; Equine, LaCrosse, or St.Lou-
is encephalitis; and Zika virus; mosquito 
control is a smart practice for area residents 
to avoid disease as well as itchy bites.  

Kasha Helget, a Virginia Master Natural-
ist in the Arlington chapter, and homeown-
er, promotes practicing effective, targeted 
mosquito control on her property and wish-
es more of her Northern Virginia neighbors 
would do likewise.  She recently lectured on 
“targeted” controls, which means to get at 
mosquitos, but “protect native pollinators.” 
Helget got involved researching mosquitos 
when their Virginia Tech chapter sponsor 
asked for volunteers to prepare information 
on the subject and present talks. As an avid 
gardener, she was fascinated with what she 
learned and has been eager to share the in-
formation.

Knowing our mosquitoes and understand-
ing their life cycle is an aid to understand-
ing effective control.  Most common here 
are two species of Culex mosquitoes (Culex 
pippins and Culex salinarius), small brown 
insects which bite only at night; and the 
Asian Tiger (Aedes), or Yellow Fever Mos-
quito, the number one mosquito biter of 
humans in Virginia, which bites only during 
the day. Both species have seven stages in 
their life cycle; the first six stages are spent 
underwater. Only the adult females bite; 
called taking a “blood meal,” needed for the 
protein required to produce their eggs. They 
live two to three months, reproducing two 
to three times before death. All prefer still 
water in which to lay their eggs; with Asian 
Tigers breeding only in containers.

Killing mosquitoes in their larva stage 
while in water is the most targeted and ef-
fective means of control. They choose shal-
low, still water to avoid predators, such as 
fish and frogs. Helget says they can be found 
in a variety of places where water collects, 
including in gutters, bird baths, open trash 
bags, neglected pools, tires, toys, potted 
plant saucers, pet water bowls, holes in 
trees, rain barrels, and drain pipes, to name 
a few.  She notes a discarded plastic bottle 

cap can hold as many as 300 eggs.
How can you control mosquitoes on your 

property? Larvicides have proven safest and 
the most effective control over many years 
because they aim at the insect before it is 
able to fly and increase its range. In the 
form of dunks, granules or bricks, they are 
inexpensive, readily available, and are very 
effective when changed monthly, with the 
lowest environmental impacts. Other de-
terrents include use of screens to keep the 
insects outside of homes and out of rain 
barrels; and Mosquitofish placed in garden 
ponds to eat the pest. Bubblers in ponds and 
fountains move water keeping mosquitos 
away, discouraging them from laying eggs 
there. 

Fans move air at speeds mosquitos can’t 
fly against, making a fan blowing out on the 
deck or patio a particularly effective strategy 
for mosquito-free family gatherings.  

Helget also suggests planting native 
plants to encourage insects which eat mos-
quitos, and removing non-native plants, like 
English Ivy, where adult mosquitos like to 
rest. Helget targets English Ivy in particular 
since it is heavy and holds moisture, often 
with damp layers of leaves below, which 
mosquitos love.

There’s a full range of methods that do 
NOT work well.  Spraying with chemicals is 
not as effective since it targets adult mosqui-
tos but cannot cover their full range, which 
is one to two miles. Sadly, many products 
sold or used in mosquito control, labeled 
“broad spectrum” are deadly to all insects, 
including pollinating bees and the helpful 
insects that would eat mosquitos and insects 
that serve as bird food. 

Helget warns, don’t spray. If a neighbor 
sprays, avoid letting pesticides fall on flow-
ers, which helpful insects will be visiting. 

Traps and “zappers” actually draw mos-
quitos to your yard and also kill insects 
indiscriminately. Citronella candles are in-
effective except for the smoke, which mos-
quitos will avoid.  

Other measures to avoid mosquitoes? 
Wearing long clothing helps, or using a pro-
tective repellent. 

Tongue in cheek, Helget suggests you 
spend your outdoor yard time with someone 
with blood type O, to which mosquitoes are 
attracted. They tend to be less attracted to 
people with other blood types. 

Otherwise, be prepared to meet these 
summer insect icons with a flat hand, ready 
to swat.   

Eliminate standing  
water sources for 
most effective control.

Controlling Summer’s 
Icon Pest — the Mosquito

News

Database for Life 
Science

Culex mosquito, 
which bites only 
between dusk and 
dawn

Susan Ellis, bug-
wood.org

The Asian tiger 
mosquito is the #1 
biting mosquito in 
Virginia
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6045 Burke Centre Parkway

Burke, VA 22015

703-425-8000

ELLIE WESTER
703-503-1880
L&F Founder’s Club
Lifetime NVAR Top Producer
Life Member, NVAR Million Dollar 
Sales Club
ellie.wester@longandfoster.com

Jim Fox
703.503.1800
jim.fox@LNF.com
Serving VA/DC since 1988
NVAR Lifetime Top Producer

Come to the HEART
of Real Estate, Since 1980
Proudly Serving Northern VA

KAY HART, CRS, GRI
Associated Broker 
Life Member NVAR Top Producer
kay.hart@longandfoster.com
703.503.1860

Alexandria
$325,000

Sycamores at 
Van Dorn

LOVELY 1 BR 1 BA Condo with 
Library/Den. Foyer, Liv rm w door to 
Patio, Gas Fpl, Din rm, Molding, Kit 
w Brkfst cntr, NEW neut Paint, Prmry 
BR, Prmry BA w NEW dbl vanity & 
mirrors, Tub, shwr, WIC. Library w Fr 
drs, Laundry W & D. Assigned Pkg 
sp, Visitor pkg. Backs to trees! Close 
to Metro & Commtr rts.

Gainesville       Heritage Hunt 55+ $660,000
2 lvl ‘Danbury’-golf crs view! 3 BR, 3 BA, Grmt Kit , SS appls, Brkfst rm, Din rm, 
HDWDS, Liv, Gas Fpl, Sunrm, Prmry BR w WIC,  Prmry BA w dbl vanity,Tub, 
Shwr. Loft. Lndry, W & D, sink. 2 car Gar. Lndscpd Yd, Irrig syst. Golf crs views!

DAVID & VIRGINIA
Lifetime NVAR Top Producers

703-967-8700
www.BillupsTeam.com

FAIRFAX STATION     CROSSPOINTE  $995,000
Fabulous Fairfield Durham model on a premium 1/3rd acre lot that backs to 
wooded privacy. Tall ceilings and rich hardwoods on 2 levels. Huge covered porch. 
Stone fireplace. Updated kitchen, baths & windows. Finished walkout basement.

Catie, Steve & Associates 

Direct: 703-278-9313
Cell: 703-362-2591
Life Members, NVAR Top Producers
Multi-Million Dollar Sales Club

Reston  $340,000
Beautiful Bristol House 2-level top floor condo over-
looking the woods & trails surrounding the building * 
2 bdrm, 2 bath * New carpet & paint * Loft * Sunroom * 

Balcony * Fireplace * RHOA amenities.

DIANE SUNDT
703-615-4626

Military Relocation Specialist 
Over 20 Years Experience

JUDY SEMLER
703-503-1885
judys@lnf.com

SPRINGFIELD           ROLLING VALLEY  $825,000
HGTV quality back yard paradise. Beautifully remodeled kitchen and baths. 
Hardwood floors. Finished basement with huge rec room & Den/5th BR. 
Walk to Hunt Valley E.S. and Hunt Valley Pool. Close to commuter lot.

HeritageHuntHomes.com

AMANDA SCOTT
703-772-9190

Top Producer
www.AmandaScott.net

UNDER 

CONTRACT

SOLD

Classes Forming Now!
A Career in Real Estate Provides:
• Unlimited Earning Potential
• Flexible Schedule

In-Person evening & weekend classes 
are being held in the Burke office. 

For more information 
call Richard Esposito at 703-503-1899.

JOYCE WADLE
CERTIFIED MILITARY RELOCATION PROFESSIONAL
Long and Foster Founders Club
Multi Million Dollar Top Producer
www.pcswithjoyce.realtor

703-403-3058

“Committed to Earning the Loyalty of Our Clients by Providing Unparalleled 
Professionalism and Exceptional Service While Supporting Our Community.”

Springfield 
$474,900

Newington 
Station

Large end-unit in 
secluded park-like 
setting sited on cul-
de-sac surrounded 
by green space & 
trees*Brand new 

roof,carpet,flooring & light fixtures*Freshly painted*Recent KT 
updates w/new cabinets, granite counters & flooring*Separate 
DR*Expansive LR*Primary bedroom has W/I closet & full 
bath*Walkout rec rm*Big storage/laundry rm*Community pool/
tennis*Easy access to shopping,major routes,transportation

Coming Soon 
The Ridges of Glendilough  $799,900
Ready for your HGTV vision!  Original owner home has been lovingly 
maintained but needs updating. Over 3500 finished square feet on a lovely 
flat half acre in Glenilough and located in the Woodson - Frost pyramid.   
Priced well below market to accommodate the need for updating!

kay.hart@ LNF.com 
703-217-8444 (text/mobile)

Whether Purchasing a home for the first 
time or preparing to Sell and move South, 

contact your experienced Realtor, Kay Hart     ,  
for ideas, advice and a smooth transaction!

SOLD

Burke,  $799,000

Fairfax  $795,000
Beautiful colonial in sought after Middleridge and the Robinson 
School District.  4 bedrooms, 2.5 updated baths, remodeled kitchen, 
fresh paint and all new flooring.  This home is ready and waiting for 

its new family to hug.  Call Catie and Steve to see it today!

UNDER 

CONTRACT

SPRINGFIELD 
$599,999

MIDDLEFORD BEAUTY
THIS IS THE ONE!  Lovely 
3 Bedroom/3.5 Bathroom 
townhome backing to woods.  
Freshly painted. Pella windows. 
Hardwoods on all levels. Large 
eat-in kitchen with French 
doors leading to deck. Luxury 
master bath. 4th level loft area 
in master bedroom. Walk out 
basement. Call Diane to see at 
703-615-4626.


