Ivy Hill
ceremony
honors fire and
EMS personnel.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
CAZETTE PACKET

lexandria’s fallen fire-

fighters and EMS per-

sonnel were remem-

bered by members of

the city’s first responder and law

enforcement agencies in a memo-

rial service and wreath laying cere-

mony Oct. 14 at Ivy Hill Cemetery

as part of the annual National Fire
Prevention Week ceremonies.

The ceremony, which dates back

to 1856, honors those who have

died in the line of duty and also

“It’s important for
us to recognize
and remember
those who risked
their own wellbe-
ing to serve our

community.”
— Fire and EMS Chief
Corey Smedley

Alexandria Fire
and EMS Chief
Corey Smedley
praises the
service and
sacrifice of
Alexandria’s
firefighters
and EMS first
responders
during the Oct.
14 ceremony at
Ivy Hill Ceme-

tery.

Alexandria Fire and EMS Chief Corey Smed-
ley, left, and Volunteer Fire Department
President Jay Johnson place a wreath at the
Memorial to Fallen Firefighters Oct. 14 at
Ivy Hill Cemetery as part of National Fire
Prevention Week ceremonies.

marks the passing of members of
the department who have died
during the preceding 12 months.
For the first time since 2019, this
year’s ceremony was held in per-
son and open to the public.

“I’s important for us to recog-
nize and remember those who
risked their own wellbeing to serve

SEE REMEMBERING, PAGE 7

Alexandria Fire and EMS Chief Corey Smedley, second
from right, is joined by Councilman Kirk McPike, Police
Chief Don Hayes, Sheriff Sean Casey and Mayor Justin
Wilson at the ceremony to honor fallen firefighters Oct.
14 at Ivy Hill Cemetery.

An American flag hangs at the entrance to
Ivy Hill Cemetery as firefighters and EMS
first responders prepare for the Oct. 14
ceremony to honor the fallen.

25 CENTS
OcToBER 20. 2022
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Retired fire department employee Callie Ter-
rell, left, presents a single rose in memory
of a fallen firefighter during the Roll Call of
the Fallen at Ivy Hill Cemetery Oct. 14.

The ceremonlal unlt of the Alexandrla Fire,
Police and Sheriff departments performs
the presentation of colors Oct. 14 at Ivy Hill
Cemetery.



Celebrating All My Clients in Their New Homes
2022 Year to Date

408 North Union Street, 22314 800 South Royal Street, 22314 7205 Burtonwood Drive, 22307
Fabulous views of the Potomac across from Beautifully rendered 5-bedroom home with Custom built home on a gorgeous lot with
Founder’s Park! Featuring 4 bedrooms, garage and fabulous living and dining rooms, gourmet kitchen/ spectacular finishes, views of the Potomac and a

hidden off st parking space! family room opening to a walled garden! designer kitchen! All the bells and whistles!
Represented the buyer. Represented the sellers. Represented the buyers.
Sold price over asking at $2,075,000 Sold over asking $2,305,000 Sold over asking at $2,350,000

730 Battery Place, 22314 402 John Carlyle Street, 22314
Ford’s Landing European style corner hom e with It’s all about sunlight in this 3-bedroom townhouse
outstanding light at every turn! Enhanced by a recent just steps to the Metro! Palladian windows facing
renovation, 2-car garage and park-like setting! the park, a courtyard setting, roof deck and garage!
Represented the buyer. Represented the buyer.
Sold at $1,845,000 Sold over asking $1,100,000

5903 Mount Eagle Drive #1617A, 22302 2356 South Queen Street, 22202 707 Chetworth Place, 22314
The best of Montebello! Not just a penthouse, but a  Outstanding architectural design and construction  Storybook stone-faced colonial on a closed street with
double unit connected with an outstanding view! in Forest Hills just minutes from the Pentagon and superb kitchen/family room addition, walled garden,
Gourmet kitchen, four bedrooms and 3 parking spaces! DC! Brick walled garden, garage and ELEVATOR! finished basement, 2 upper level bedrooms and bath.
Represented the buyer and seller. Represented the seller. Represented the seller.
Sold at $950,000 Sold at $895,000 Sold over asking at $725,000

I am honored to assist my clients with their real estate needs in Alexandria, Arlington and McLean and beyond. If you are
considering a move in the future, please give me a call to learn more about my local expertise and market knowledge.

Kate Patterson @7

§I&c\anearne
Licensed in Virginia | 703.627.2166 J)
KPatterson@McEnearney.com | KatePattersonHomes.com ASSOCIATES
109 S Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | Equal Housing Opportunity REALTORS®

2 % ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE PACKET % OcCTOBER 20-2G, 2022 wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



NEWS

Inclusive Dreams

By MICHAEL LEE PoOPE
GAZETTE PACKET

f Alexandria wanted to take a carrot-

and-stick approach to development, city

officials would soon run into a problem.

The lure of density is a big fat carrot,
which seems to be getting larger each year.
But city officials in Richmond are holding all
the sticks. Chief among them is the idea of
inclusionary zoning, which would require
the General Assembly to give Alexandria
permission to force developers to build af-
fordable housing.

“We’re forced into this very defensive
land-use posture because we have such lim-
ited levers that we can pull on land use,”
said Alexandria Mayor Justin Wilson. “Part
of the problem right now is that any land-
owner has a by-right land use no matter
what, and we can’t do anything to stop it.”

The prospects of the General Assembly
giving that kind of authority to local govern-
ments seems slim at the moment regardless
of which party is in power. But advocates for
affordable housing say lawmakers should at
least take action on recommendations from
the Joint Legislative Audit and Review Com-
mission to create incentives for new zoning
policies to facilitate the development of more
affordable housing. The commission present-
ed lawmakers with a series of recommenda-
tions last year but nothing happened. Now
lawmakers are about to move on to the latest
recommendations from the commission about
making the income tax more progressive
without taking action on affordable housing.

“The General Assembly is likely to talk
about increasing tax relief, but more import-
ant and more key to people on the ground is
housing relief,” said Sheila Herlihy, an orga-
nizer with the Virginia Interfaith Center for
Public Policy. “We don’t need another study
to tell us that one in three Virginia families
are struggling to pay for housing, and we
need to allocate resources to support them.”

THE NEED FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING
has been documented over and over again,
and the recent JLARC report from December
2021 brought the need into stark relief. Re-
searchers at the commission found that one
out of three households in Virginia are “cost
burdened” because they spend more than 30
percent of their income on housing expens-
es. They also pointed out that the need for
new affordable housing rental units is great-
est in Northern Virginia, which is why Alex-
andria adopted a goal in 2013 to create or
preserve 200 new affordable housing units a
year every year for 10 years.

“The goal was rather modest,” said Mi-
chelle Krocker, executive director of the
Northern Virginia Affordable Housing Alli-
ance. “If you skip over to Arlington, they've
got a goal of 600 units a year. They haven’t
met that either by the way.”

As elected officials get more aggressive
about using zoning codes to require devel-
opers to build affordable housing, some
neighborhood groups are worried about the
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

What if Alexandria could

force developers to build
affordable housing?

A variety of state and federal programs provide funding for affordable housing

National Housing
Trust Fund (NHTF) 1.0%

HOME 1.9%
USDA Rural Housing

Public Housing

Project Based — WEEFA
Rental Assistance

—

Pl

§1,457M
total federal
funding

Emergency Solutions
Grants (ESG) 0.3%

—

Housing Opprtunities for
Persons with AIDS
(HOPWA)} 0.2%

Housing Choice
Vouchers (HCV)

28.8%

Low Income Housing '
Tax Credit (LIHTC)

88.9%

Federal

GA Appropriation
for DHCD

LA Virginia
$181M Housing
total state Trust Fund

funding (VHTF)

$1.6B
total

State

SOURCE: JLARC analysis of Code of Virginia, Appropriation Acts, state agency and federal agency documents.

NOTE: Estimate of funds allocated for housing programs does not include funds distributed through Virginia Housing
lending programs, local funding for housing programs, operational funding for public housing developments, fund-
ing for housing programs targeted to special populations, or federal funds dedicated to pandemic-related rent or
mortgage relief. Project-Based Rental Assistance and USDA funds are from federal fiscal year 2021. LIHTC value is

from calendar year 2020.

Affordable housing programs typically support the construction of new
affordable housing or provide financial aid for housing costs

$

Programs that increase inventory

Provide flexible and low-cost financing or equity
to subsidize the construction or rehabilitation of
housing units, includes:

- Low Income Housing Tax Credits,

= Affordable and Special Needs Housing (DHCD),
= Acquire, Renovate, Sell (DHCD),

= Tax-exempt bond financing (Virginia Housing),

= REACH (Virginia Housing)

SOURCE: JLARC review of housing programs operating in Virginia
MNOTE: Not an exhaustive list of all housing programs operating in Virginia.

B
Programs that provide financial assistance

Provide low cost financing or cash assistance directly to
households or service providers to make housing cost
affordable, includes:

= Housing Choice Vouchers,

= Virginia Rent Relief Program (DHCD),

- Homeless Reduction Grants (DHCD),

= Virginia Homeless Solutions (DHCD),

= Down Payment Assistance grants (Virginia Housing),
= Closing Cost Assistance grants (Virginia Housing),

= Single family home loans (Virginia Housing),

= Plus second mortgages (Virginia Housing),

= HOMEOwnership Down Payment and Closing Cost Assistance
(DHCD)

“We're forced into this very defensive land-use
posture because we have such limited levers
that we can pull on land use.”

pace of change. Many homeowners in Del
Ray are alarmed that the city government
is considering a plan that would allow de-
velopers to exceed height limits in exchange
for dedicated affordable housing units. City
officials already allow for this in a limited

— Alexandria Mayor Justin Wilson

number of areas, although a proposed ex-
pansion of where this is allowed could end
up allowing height bonuses in a way that
would fundamentally change the skyline of
Del Ray.

“We encourage the legacy of thoughtful

In the Heights

On Monday Oct. 24, Agenda Alexandria will
host a forum on affordable housing at the Ly-
ceum on South Washington Street. A small re-
ception begins at 6:30 pm, followed by a panel
discussion at 7 pm. Panelists include:

« Alexandria City Manager James Parajon

% Save Del Ray co-founder Nate Hurto

+« Wesley Development vice president Kami-
lah McAfee

development along Mount Vernon Avenue,
which emphasizes historic and neighbor-
hood context,” said a group known as Save
Del Ray, according to its website.

LAST WEEK, an attorney representing the
developer of a controversial proposal on
Mount Vernon Avenue announced that the
project was on hold because of neighbor-
hood opposition. Although the developer
was seeking to exceed the height limits,
the prospect of delivering dedicated units
of affordable housing was not part of the
discussions. Nevertheless, the controversy
sparked by the redevelopment of the Human
Services building at 2525 Mount Vernon Av-
enue opened a new discussion about the val-
ue of swapping height limits in exchange for
more affordable housing units. Now the plan
to expand bonus height is on hold, and the
mayor is hoping to prompt a new conversa-
tion about what the city wants and what it’s
willing to do to accomplish its goals.

“I have suggested that rather than hav-
ing our staff come back on just the bonus
height that we come back on everything all
at once,” said Wilson.

“How many units do we want to create
and what are the impacts going to be?”

ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE PACKET % OCTOBER 20-2G, 2022 < 3
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Vietnam veteran,
community activist dies at 87.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

Townsend Van Fleet

e was known simply as

“Van,” a towering fig-

ure with a command-

ing voice befitting of
a West Point graduate and retired
Army colonel. A proud conserva-
tive, he never shied away from
debating the political issues facing
the City of Alexandria, the place
he called home for more than 40
years. On Oct. 17, Townsend Van
Fleet died peacefully at his home
in Old Town at the age of 87.

“Van Van Fleet’s passing is a loss
to the many who knew him,” said
friend and former City Councilman
Frank Fannon. “His engagement
and opinions on issues that shaped
the City of Alexandria were not
often well received by the elected
officials, but like every citizen he
had the right to make his opinion
known.”

A frequent voice at City Coun-
cil and various commission meet-
ings, Van Fleet unsuccessfully ran
for Mayor as an Independent in
2003. As a Republican, he twice
ran for City Council in 2006 and

2015. He served as the president
of Old Town Civic Association, was
a member of the city’s Waterfront
Commission for eight years and was
a FPederation of Civic Associations
board member for 15 years.

“We were on the same landscape
when it came to political issues,”
said Fernando Torrez, who also ran
for City Council in 2015. “That bond-
ed us. He was a man of character.”

Townsend Allen Van Fleet was
born Jan. 12, 1935, in San Fran-
cisco to Allen Townsend Van Fleet
and Ellania Hoburg Van Fleet. A
younger sister, Diane, was born the
following year. The siblings were
raised by a single mother when
the elder Van Fleet died suddenly
when Van Fleet was 2 years old.

Van Fleet earned a commission
to the U.S. Military Academy at
West Point, graduating in 1958
with a degree in Civil Engineering.
He was commissioned as a Second
Lieutenant in the Army and subse-
quently had a 23-year career as a
Field Artilleryman having served
in the U.S. and overseas to include
Vietnam and Germany. In 1976,
he graduated from the Army War
College in Carlisle, Pa., and in that

e

Townsend Van Fleet, a Vietnam
veteran and longtime commu-
nity activist, died Oct. 17 at the
age of 87.

same year earned an MS Degree in
Public Administration from Ship-
pensburg State College.

“Van served in Vietnam with dis-
tinction,” said friend and retired
Air Force veteran Jim Ervin. “He
was very open and gracious, men-
toring many people, including me,
to get started in the government
relations business.”

From 1976 to 1981, Van Fleet
managed the Congressional Affairs
Office for the Army’s Chief of Re-
search, Development and Acqui-
sition. He retired as a Colonel in
1981, establishing his own lobby-

2022 Branch
Elections

&

VOTE

MATTEHS

phone number

NAACP ALEXANDRIA VA ELECTIONS 2022

It’s an election year for Alexandria VA NAACP.
Branch elections are held biennially.

The positions of President, Vice Presidents, Secretary,
Assistant Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Treasurer and
Members-At-Large (6) will be elected by ballot.

The Alexandria VA NAACP Branch Elections will be held on
November 17, 2022 between 4:00 pm and 8:00 pm.

Voting will be conducted via electronic ballot using Election Buddy. You will receive a ballot
by 4:00 p.m. to the email address the National NAACP Membership database has on file for you
from Election Buddy Elections (invitations@mail.electionbuddy.com ) with the subject line simi-
lar to Vote now: NAACP Election Ballot — NAACP Branch Elections.

» email ballots may not be shared with another member, the ballot is unique to your email or cell

* be sure to check your spam/junk for an email if you do not see it in your inbox

» each member who is eligible to vote must have his/her own email address. If you share your
email with a spouse, partner, or friend, only one vote will be able to be cast using that email

« if you are using your cell phone number to receive your ballot, be sure that you are able to click
on the link using your device, the phone must be a ‘smartphone.

Please note: Only members in good standing are eligible to vote.
(For the purpose of voting in Branch elections, good standing is a member 30 days prior to the election.)

For more information or to confirm your membership status, contact the Branch Secretary at

alexnaacpsecretary@gmail.com

NAACP Alexandria VA, P O Box1740, Alexandria VA 22313
www.naacpalexandriava.org °

Alexandria, Virginia

alexnaacp@gmail.com

703-684-6190
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Townsend Van Fleet with wife Julie, who died at the age of 61 in

2013 after a long battle with breast cancer.

ing firm representing the interests
of many national and international
corporations on marketing, regula-
tory and legislative matters before
federal agencies and the U.S. Con-

gress.
“Van was one of the first retired
military men to start a lobbying
business,” Ervin said. “He may
have even been the first. Usually
those firms are started by retiring
members of Congress or Capitol
Hill staffers but Van did it upon his
retirement from the Army.”
Together with his wife Julie, Van
Fleet was a dedicated civic activ-
ist with Julie Van Fleet publishing
for several years a bi-weekly news-
paper entitled “In My Opinion”

Townsend

Van Fleet, a
longtime civic
activist, made
unsuccessful
bids for Mayor
and City
Council.

PHOTOS
CONTRIBUTED

to highlight the numerous public
policy issues facing the citizens of
Alexandria. Julie Van Fleet died in
2013 at the age of 61 following a
five-year battle with breast cancer.

Van Fleet is survived by two
daughters. He was predeceased
by his second wife, Julie Louise
Van Fleet. A first marriage to Sue
Frances Murray ended in divorce.
Interment will take place at a fu-
ture date at Arlington National
Cemetery.

‘As a descendent of George
Mason, Van loved his country, his
Commonwealth and his city,” Fan-
non added. “He served all of them
well with passion and commitment
as a private citizen.”

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Represefltatives from area nonprofits gather with Rotary Club members for a photo
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after receiving $60,000 in grants from the Alexandria Rotary Club Sept. 20 at Belle

Haven Country Club.

Show Me the Money

Rotary awards S60k to local nonprofits.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
CAZETTE PACKET

T he Rotary Club of Alexandria award-
ed grants of more than $60,000 to
local nonprofits during its annu-
al Contributions Day luncheon Sept. 20 at
Belle Haven Country Club.

The organization’s grant program pro-
vides financial support to nonprofit orga-
nizations that advance literacy for children
and adults or improve the lives of children,
youth, seniors and others with special
needs.

“This is just one way that Rotary gives
back to the community,” said Jermaine
Mincey, chair of the organization’s contri-
butions committee. “We review their grant
applications then distribute funds based on

the needs of the organization.”

Thirty local nonprofits received grants,
which provide funding for programs and
activities that strengthen core programs;
provide seed funding for a new program,
program elements or initiative; or support
capital expenditures. Grant amounts typi-
cally range from $500 to $5,000 with the
average of $2,050 per recipient.

“We look for organizations that are servic-
ing the community and that have a big im-
pact,” Mincey added. “This really and truly
is the ‘service above self’ attitude that we
believe in.”

Funding for the grants comes primarily
from the Rotary Club’s signature event, The
Taste For Giving, scheduled for Nov. 5 at
The Atrium. For tickets or more information
visit www.alexandriarotary.org.
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Pastor Juli Wilson-Black, center, of Fairlington Presbyterian Church, cuts the

ribbon to open the Waypoint at Fairlington, a Wesley Housing community,

Sept. 28 on Menokin Drive.

The Waypoint at Fairlington

Ribbon cutting for 81-unit affordable community.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
CAZETTE PACKET

he Waypoint at Fairlington, an 81-

| unit affordable community devel-

oped in partnership with Fairlington
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Presbyterian Church and Wesley Housing,
held a ribbon cutting Sept. 28 at the site on
Menokin Drive adjacent to the church near
Bradlee Center.

SEe THE WAYPOINT, PAGE 14
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DISPOSE OF UNUSED OR
EXPIRED MEDICATIONS

TRKER

OCTOBER 29 | 10 A.M. - 2 P.M. a

Pet prescriptions
also accepted!

1R s U ¥ FIDIDS P} [ H U H G

Alexandria Take Back Day Drop-0ff Locations*

Alexandria Police Headquarters  Alexandria Fire Station 210

' et . 3600 Wheeler Ave. 5255 Eisenhower Ave.
Enid 10 ', [ First Baptist Church Parking Lot The Neighborhood Pharmacy of Del Ray
: 8 best wa) ! 2932 King St. 2204 Mount Vermon Ave.
5 - N *NO NEEDLES ACCEPTED AT THESE SITES
or expired prescription OVE
can drop off med s Can’t make it to Drug Take Back Day?
: b b Dispose of medications year-round at one of
enird . these permanent drug drop box locations!
G owm 1 G The Meighborhood Pharmacy  Alexandria Police Headquarters
Bt | Sposal o 2204 Mount Vemon Ave, 3600 Wheeler Ave.
kit Monday - Friday: 9 o.m—7 p.m. Just inside the entronce
£ e et Soturday: 9 0.m—~2 p.m. Avoiloble 24/7
\ ccine Sundoy: 10 e.m—~1 p.m,
'|“ als mas ¥ !_III,_ ' Inova Alexondria Hospital
" y tin fic seliings 4320 Seminary Rd.
" conuregat Visitor's Lobby
il " Next to the coshier’s window
Daily: 1-5 p.m.
' 9 NEEDLE DISPOSAL BOX

ALSO AVAILABLE AT THIS LOCATION!

ea a S ‘ﬁ ,
|N0VA"ﬁr @ @

OF ALEXANDRIA

Senior Services of Alexandria thanks its wonderful sponsors
for making our 11th annual Oktoberfest a great success!

Edelweiss Sponsor

‘Reunions VA

Your Neighborhood Gift Shop

Lederhosen Sponsors Bratwurst Sponsors

AARP Virginia Bonitt Builders, Inc.
Asia Tech Source Co., Ltd. Family First Law Group, PLLC
Caudron Megary Blackburn The Goodhart Group

Wealth Management Goodwin Living

Griswold Home Care
Jack Taylor’s Alexandria Toyota

Everly-Wheatley Funeral
Home & Crematory

Focus Data Solutions Tom & Norma Roberts

KWC Certified Public Accountants  Silverado Alexandria

The Hon. Redella “Del” Pepper Memory Care

Shannon, Mullins & Wright, LLP Simpson Development Co., Inc.
TJ Fannon & Sons, Inc Thrive Wealth Advisors

Wade Grimes Friedman Meinken Woodbine Rehabilitation &

& Leischner PLLC Healthcare Center
SPECIAL g}glgi%rargl};c(z
THANKS TO ue

Port City Brewing Company
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OPINION

35 years of Domestic Violence Awareness Month

By DEL. PAUL KRIZEK

his October marks the
35th year that our na-
tion has observed Do-
mestic Violence Aware-
ness Month. Each year, this month
serves as a way to connect and
unite individuals and organiza-
tions working to combat and raise
awareness about domestic vio-
lence, to support domestic violence
survivors, to hold abusers account-
able, and to create and strengthen
legislation to further these goals.

Domestic violence is character-
ized as a pattern of coercive be-
haviors used by an individual to
gain or maintain power and con-
trol over another individual in the
context of an intimate, dating, or
familial relationship. These behav-
iors are not limited to physical vio-
lence, but can also include stalking,
sexual assault, financial control,
verbal abuse, isolation from family
and friends, and threats to harm
loved ones and pets, among other
tactics.

Domestic violence is all too terri-
bly common. It is pervasive across
all walks of life, varying age groups,
all backgrounds, all communities,
all education levels, all economic
levels, all cultures, all ethnicities,
all religions, all abilities, and all
lifestyles. 1 in 3 women and 1 in

4 men in the United
States have experienced
some form of physical
violence by an intimate
partner. Each year, more
than 10 million adults
experience domestic
violence, and 1 in 15
children are witnesses
to intimate partner vio-
lence. Intimate partner
violence accounts for 15% of all
violent crime in the United States.

Krizek

this issue. In 2020, we
passed a law prohibit-
ing respondents to final
domestic violence pro-
tective orders from pos-
sessing, purchasing, or
transporting firearms,
and a bill to require
background checks
for firearm purchases.
Also in 2020, my bill
HB 1044 passed, increasing the
penalty for the unauthorized use

72% of all , of  tracking
murdersui- - A7) ghuser’s access — deviess fre
cides in the quently used
United States tO a ﬁrearm in a by  abusers
involve  an , . to stalk vic-
intimate part- domestlc Vlolence tims. 1 also

ner, and 94%
of the victims
of these mur-
der-suicides
are female.
An  abuser’s by 500%‘
access to a
firearm in
a domestic violence situation in-
creases the risk of homicide by
500%. Indeed, the National Coa-
lition Against Domestic Violence
notes that 498 gun-related domes-
tic violence deaths have occurred
so far this year.

Over the past several years,
the Virginia General Assembly
has taken several steps to combat

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

More Efficient
Access to
West End
Destinations

To the editor:

Detailed planning for the former
Landmark Mall continues apace
and will provide new retail, med-
ical offices, more than 1,100 mul-
tifamily housing units, and park
& open space by early 2026. The
developer, Foulger-Pratt, will pro-
vide additional facilities, includ-
ing a hotel, condos, townhomes,
a fire station, and more retail in
later phases. Inova will build a
new Alexandria Hospital on the
site, with an expected opening in
2028. In short, the area that Foulg-
er-Pratt is rebranding as West End
Alexandria, will soon provide both
new destinations for existing Al-
exandria residents and homes for
hundreds of new residents. West
End Alexandria will also be a tran-
sit-accessible, walkable, and bike-
able community with a new transit
hub on the site.

How well the West End transit

G < ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE PACKET <¢

hub serves residents and visitors
depends on the usefulness of the
applicable transit service. The
Duke Street Transitway project
is an opportunity to significant-
ly improve transit frequency and
reliability and keep Alexandrians
moving. Buses can move people
more efficiently and with less en-
vironmental impact than private
vehicles. Buses in dedicated lanes
would enable more Alexandria res-
idents to more easily access Duke
Street restaurants. Students would
more easily access the Beatley Li-
brary and Witter Field. Residents
in the corridor, particularly those
in high-rise apartments, would
have access to shorter bus trips, for
both local trips and connecting to
other high-capacity transit, e.g., at
the King Street metro station. I am
confident that most Alexandrians
will appreciate the benefits of ded-
icated bus lanes on Duke Street to
provide better and more equitable
access to current and future Duke
Street destinations as well as more
efficient transportation options for
current and future residents. Let’s
plan for the future, when more
people will want and need to be
served by reliable, efficient and
OcToBER 20-206, 2022

situation increases
the risk of homicide

plan to rein-
troduce a bill
that  would
require  an-
ti-harassment
training  in
the work-
place, an ef-
fort to curb sexual harassment,
discrimination, and other abusive
behaviors that can become perva-
sive in a workplace environment if
allowed to continue.

Domestic violence doesn’t end
when October does. Everyone
should do their part to learn and
recognize the signs and symptoms
of domestic violence and learn

climate-friendly bus transportation
operating in dedicated lanes.

Carolyn Griglione

Alexandria

Make
Indigenous

Peoples Day a
Federal Holiday

To the editor:

With white supremacy, extreme
and dangerous nationalism, and

domestic terrorism  running
rampant, now is the perfect time
to send a message about who
Americans really are and pass the
long overdue HR 5473 & SR 2919
to make Indigenous Peoples’ Day
a Federal Holiday to replace the
gross, outdated, and ill-advised
Columbus Day.

Rep. Beyer, Sen. Kaine and Sen.
Warner have chosen to put them-
selves into a position of leadership.
I urge them to lead. Do they want
to be remembered as a patsy who
cowered in the corner when Amer-
ica needed heroes--or are they
going to step up and reclaim our

how to be an engaged bystander
on this issue that, unfortunately,
affects so many of our neighbors.
The Virginia Department of Social
Services, and organizations like
the National Coalition Against Do-
mestic Violence provide fact sheets
and resources on their websites to
educate everyone on these abusive
behaviors, how to seek help in an
abusive relationship, and how to
support victims and survivors in
our lives.

Sexual and domestic violence
programs provide crisis ser-
vices, emergency shelter, and re-
source-based support. The Virginia
Statewide Hotline is ready to help
(24 hours a day, 365 days a year),
and sexual and domestic violence
programs all over the state. If you
or someone you know needs help,
please call: 1-800-838-8238, text:
804-793-9999, or chat: https://
www.vadata.org//chat/.

To report a crime, call the Fair-
fax County Police Department at
703-691-2131 or, for emergencies,
please call 911. To support chari-
table efforts to combat domestic
violence please consider donating
to the Family and Children’s Trust
Fund  http://www.fact.virginia.
gov/donate-2/, the only organiza-
tion in Virginia devoted to treating
and preventing family violence
across the lifespan.

democracy, our values, and our
common decency from the evil
working to overtake what’s best
about our nation?

We need to send a message to
our people and the world letting
them know we are working hard
to be the good guys again.

[ urge my representatives to pass
these two bills.

Nikki Enfield
Alexandria
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NEWS

Election Officers Appointed to
Receive Election Day Complaints

ssistant United States At-
Atorneys Jordan Harvey, Avi

Panth, and Anthony Mozzi,
will lead the efforts of the U.S. At-
torney’s Office for the Eastern Dis-
trict of Virginia (EDVA) in connec-
tion with the Justice Department’s
nationwide Election Day Program
for the upcoming Nov. 8, 2022,
general election.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Harvey
has been appointed to serve as the
District Election Officers (DEO) for
the Northern Virginia region, As-
sistant U.S. Attorney Panth for the
Central Capitol region, and Assis-
tant U.S. Attorney Mozzi for the
Tidewater region. In this capacity,
they are responsible for overseeing
the District’s handling of Election
Day complaints of voting rights con-
cerns, threats of violence to election
officials or staff, and election fraud,
in consultation with Justice Depart-
ment Headquarters in Washington.

“The ability to vote freely and
without interference is the right
of every eligible American,” said
U.S. Attorney Jessica Aber. “In or-
der for fair, impartial elections to
take place, election officials and
staff must be able to do their work
in facilitating the vote without suf-
fering threats or violence.” The
Department seeks to ensure public
confidence in the electoral process
by providing local points of contact
for the public to report possible
federal election law violations.

Federal law protects against
such crimes as threatening vio-
lence against election officials or
staff, intimidating or bribing vot-
ers, buying and selling votes, im-

Remembering

From Pace |

our community as fire and emer-
gency service professionals,” said
Fire and EMS Chief Corey Smed-
ley. “The Alexandria Fire Depart-
ment will always remain dedicated
to never forgetting and honoring
those we've lost.” Held in front of
the Fallen Firefighters Memorial
obelisk, the centerpiece of the cere-
mony is the Roll Call of the Fallen,
a reading of the names of fire safety
and EMS career and volunteer per-
sonnel who have died in the line

personating voters, altering vote
tallies, stuffing ballot boxes, and
marking ballots for voters against
their wishes or without their input.
It also contains special protections
for the rights of voters, and pro-
vides that they can vote free from
interference, including intimida-
tion, and other acts designed to
prevent or discourage people from
voting or voting for the candidate
of their choice. The Voting Rights
Act protects the right of voters to
mark their own ballot or to be as-
sisted by a person of their choice
(where voters need assistance be-
cause of disability or inability to
read or write in English).

In order to respond to com-
plaints of voting rights concerns
and election fraud on Nov. 8, the
DEOs will be on duty while the
polls are open. From 6 a.m. to 8:30
a.m., and from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
any calls should be directed to
703-299-3700. From 8:30 a.m. to
5 p.m. in Alexandria, calls should
be directed to Assistant U.S. Attor-
ney Jordan Harvey, 703-299-3700.

Complaints about possible vio-
lations of the federal voting rights
laws can also be made directly to
the Civil Rights Division in Wash-
ington, DC by phone at 800-253-
3931 or by complaint form at
https://civilrights.justice.gov/ .

In the case of a crime of violence
or intimidation, please call 911 im-
mediately and before contacting
federal authorities. State and local
police have primary jurisdiction
over polling places, and almost al-
ways have faster reaction capacity
in an emergency.

the Fallen

of duty. Following the Roll Call,
Chief Smedley and Volunteer Fire
Department President Jay Johnson
placed a wreath at the memorial to
honor the fallen firefighters.

Police Chief Don Hayes, Sheriff
Sean Casey, Mayor Justin Wilson
and other city officials were in
attendance to pay homage to Al-
exandria’s fallen fire department
first responders. Gary Kirchbaum,
program manager of the National
Fallen Firefighter Foundation, de-
livered the keynote remarks.

Nov. 11 - Dec. 29.

An Eye For Nature

Nina Tisara and Steven Halperson have teamed up for an exhibi-
tion of Tisara’s mosaic art and Halperson’s fine art photography at
Mount Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill Lane, Alexandria,

The exhibit may be seen from 10 a.m. to noon, Mondays and
Tuesdays and 7 to 9 p.m. on Thursdays except for Thanksgiving. To
schedule other hours contact ninat@ninatisara.com

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Jurisdiction
GILES
POWHATAN
GILES
GILES
GILES
GILES
MONTGOMERY
FALLS CHURCH
SCOTT
ROANOKE
FALLS CHURCH
ROANOKE

| FRANKLIN
ROANOKE
ROANOKE
BOTETOURT
CARROLL
FRANKLIN
FRANKLIN
ROANOKE
BOTETOURT
FRANKLIN
FRANKLIN
BEDFORD
BEDFORD
BEDFORD
BEDFORD

'ROANOKE
BOTETOURT
FRANKLIN
'BOTETOURT
DINWIDDIE
BOTETOURT
BOTETOURT

8517
10136
13259

2918
10171
12345
13414
13413
13290
13269
13283

2782

3455
133%
13392
13410
14974

5503

5556
10147
10152
13278
13337
13317
13336
13303

3387
12355
12304
18127
18065
14789
14773
14801

Fed Struc Id Route #

643
684
626
623
635
623
616
0
617
864
0
637
757
77
1662
615
747

696
616
913
688
695
639
680
680
666
606
697
737
703
1324
764

Public Notice

Updated weight limits on Virginia bridges and culverts

In accord with state and federal law, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has imposed new
or changed existing weight restrictions and installed new signage indicating the updated weight
restrictions on the following bridges and culverts (structures) in Virginia within the last 30 days.

Route Name
GRAY SULPHUR SPG/ 643
BELL RD
CASTLE ROCK DR
RIVER RD/ 623
BIGSTONEY CR RD/ 635
CASCADE DR/ 623
DOBBINS HOLLOW RDY 616
SHERROW AVENUE
SHELLEYS RD
OLD CATAWBA RD/864
S. OAK STREET
BOTTOM CREEK LANE
SKILLET RDY 757
FTLEWIS CHURCH RD/ 777
MCVITTY RD/ 1662
CRAIG CREEK RD/ 615
PINE GROVE RD/ 747
FAIRYSTONE PK RD/ 623
HILLOCK RDY 825
APPLE GROVE LANE/ 696
BLUE RDGE SPGS/ 616
GRASSY HILL RD/ 919
POTEET RD/ 688
GOOSE CK VLY R/ 695
HURRICANE DR/ 639
MURRELLS GAP RD
PATTERSN MILL RD/ 680
BANDY CREEK RD/ 666
GROVE HILL RDY 606
BRICK CHURCH RD/ 697
HOGAN HOLLOW RDY/ 737
SHIPPINGS RD
PATTONSBURGLAS 1324
SPEC MINE RD

Crossing
SULPHUR BRANCH
STEGERS CREEK
DOE CREEK
NEW RIVER/NS RWY
WHITE ROCK BRANCH
LITTLE STONEY CREEK
BRUSH CREEK
TRIPPS RUN
BRANCH
MASON CREEK
TRIPPS RUN
LAUREL CREEK
STORY CREEK
STYPES BRANCH
MUDLICK CREEK
DUTCHMAN BRANCH
BRANCH SHORTS CREEK
RYANS BRANCH
RENNET BAG CREEK
BACK CREEK
BRANCH OF GLADE CREEK
LITTLE CREEK
GILLS CREEK
N. FORK GOOSE CREEK
NORTH OTTER CREEK
SHEEP CREEK
LITTLE OTTER CREEK
BACK CREEK
CATAWBA CREEK
LITTLE CREEK
CATAWBA CREEK
BUCKSKIN CREEK
PURGATORY CREEK
BRANCH OF BACK CREEK

Posted Date

92712022
9/26/2022
9/26/2022
9/26/2022
9/22/2022
9/22/2022
9/22/2022
9/21/2022
9/20/2022,
9/19/2022
9/16/2022
9/16/2022
9/15/2022
9/15/2022
9/15/2022
9/14/2022
9/14/2022
9/14/2022
911412022
9/14/2022
9/13/2022
9/13/2022
9/13/2022
9/12/2022
9/12/2022
9/12/2022|
9/12/2022
9/12/2022
9/9/2022
9/9/2022
9/6/2022
9/2/2022
9112022
9/1/2022

The list above is not a comprehensive list of all structures with weight restrictions in the Commonwealth,
but shows only structures that have new or changed weight restrictions within the last 30 days. The list
contains only basic structure identification and location information and the date the new or changed
weight restriction and signage became effective.

For a full listing of all bridge and culvert weight restrictions with detailed information about specific
structures, including location data and actual weight limits, visit https://www.virginiadot.org and navigate
to Info Center/Trucking Resources. This page references a posted structures report and a GIS map tool
that contain detailed information about restricted structures in Virginia. To receive email notifications
regarding new or updated weight restrictions for structures statewide, complete the sign-up form on the

web page.

Notices regarding bridges and culverts with new or updated weight restrictions are published monthly by

VDOT. For additional information or questions, please contact haulingpermits@vdot.virginia.gov.

The Virginia Department of Transportation is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, be denied the
benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any of its programs or activities on the basis of race, color, or national origin, as

protected by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need further information on VDOT's Title VI Program or special

assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, please contact the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Title
VI Program Specialist at 804-786-2730.

Signluplfer
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JOURNEY

$HOTO CONT]UED
Christ Church’s indoor Lazarus Food Pantry was closed
for two years during COVID so they turned to delivery
and an outdoor pantry for part of the time.

Outreach Ministry.

Melanie Gray, Director of Christ Church

i

FiLE PHOTOS BY SHIRLEY RUHE

One of the regular guests before Covid when the
Lazarus Food Pantry was inside Christ Church. It just

reopened inside in May.

Follow the Long Faith ] ourney Tomato

Unsold produce at
Old Town Market
makes for modern
gleaning, and food

for people with need. \

By SHIRLEY RUHE
CAZETTE PACKET

t is a journey. The squash grown on Lo-
pez Farm in Warsaw, Va., the cheese curds
from Coulter Farms in Pennsylvania or
the corn from Ashton Farms in West Vir-
ginia to the Old Town Farmers’ Market. When
the market is over for the day, some of the
vendors donate unsold leftovers, a process
called gleaning. The word gleaning derives

Huntingdon

i Frosiburg
Morgantown. L

Fairmont £
Oakland Bk

=Bridgeparl

skhannan

(e Elkins ()

Monongahelal .
NationallForest. Harrisonburg

e L Massanuttens
Snowshoe ¢

Lewistown

L

&I New/Castle
Bal Alr 2t A

er relations which oversees the farmers’
market says, “We have been doing glean-
ing for over 7 years. Initially it was not a
part of DHS but was transferred within
the City structure to the center that fo-
cuses on economic support with other
programs like Medicaid, SNAB rent and
utilities. This gives us better access to
promote, look at participation, and SNAP
outreach, particularly the double dollars
incentive program.” Bullard says she has
been working with the City
for 32 years which allows her

altimore
Oy

(Hague, VA)

Annapolis
<o K

(Alexandria)
4. Ashton Farms

Cami

5. Coulter Farms

1. Lopez Farm (Warsaw, VA)
g 2. Diaz berries and veggies

3. Bigg Riggs (Augusta, W. VA)

< Old Town Farmers Market
Maribeth’s Bakery, Inc.

(Martinsburg, W. VA.)

to give. “I appreciate the op-
portunity to work with a pop-
ulation who have need. I go at
it with a passion.”

Gray calls Brandon Hare,
SNAP/EBT Coordinator for
Alexandria, “the glue between
the vendors and the food pan-
try.” He is there to collect data,

(Honey Grove, PA)

6. Spring Valley Farm & Orchard
(Augusta, W. VA)

7. Papas Orchard (Orrtanna, PA)

from the Old Testament Leviticus 19 where
farmers were instructed not to reap their har-
vest to the edges of their fields in order to

provide the scale, drop off the
crates and oversee the volun-
teers who load the donations

leave some leftover grain for the poor.

The gleaned produce is loaded into wood-
en crates by volunteers who pack it and de-
liver it to Christ Church. The final leg of the
journey is from the Christ Church Lazarus
Food Pantry on Thursday mornings to the
homes of those in need.

“It is so compelling. I don’t want to get
biblical about it,” Melanie Gray, director of
Christ Church Outreach Ministry, says, “but
there are so many elements of faith involved
in the process. There are so many steps on
this journey. We never know how many peo-
ple will be coming to the food pantry, how
much produce there will be, how many vol-
unteers will be there to help on any day.”

Liz Denson, assistant director of Outreach
at Christ Church, keeps a record of the most
regular food pantry guests totaling about 45.
She says they range across zip codes with
half coming from 22314 which is Old Town.

Gray says the economy is horrific and
food insecurity is more urgent. “It’s not go-
ing to end any day soon.” She explains they
are almost dealing with two different food

pantries at Christ Church. “Before COVID,
we were on a roll. In addition to the food
pantry, Marymount nursing students would
come each week and do routine health
screenings for blood pressure and weight
and teach good health practices. We had a
yoga instructor available and we had just re-
ceived a grant to set up a teaching kitchen
to demonstrate what to do with unpopular
vegetables like carrots.”

For two years during COVID, Denson
explains “the food pantry was closed and
Christ Church ran a delivery ministry, but it
worked.” It was a totally different batch of
volunteers with different people getting the
food. “We had to rebuild from scratch, dis-

8 % ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE PACKET % OcCTOBER 20-2G, 2022

- GlenAllen

Richmond
3 L

Ashland

Journey from farms donating their
gleanings from their farmer’s market
stands to Old Town Market where
volunteers load up crates for the
Christ’s Church pantry.

mantle the old process and rebuild the new.
It didn’t just happen.”

For a while they had the food pantry
outside. Denson says, “People who walked
by the church would ask us if this was a
farmers’ market.” Now Gray says they just
reopened the indoor pantry in May and are
still feeling their way. “We haven’t aggres-
sively advertised. Will Marymount be back
next year, will we have yoga? I hope so.”

Gray says they work with the City of Alex-
andria, a great example of a public-private
partnership that benefits the community. “I
don’t think too many people know about it.”

Esperita Bullard, Alexandria Department
of Community and Human Services custom-

8. Montoya’s Farm (Hague, VA)

from the vendors into milk
crates. Hare’s statistics re-
cord the donations of mostly
produce but sometimes milk,
eggs or bread by vendor beginning June 18
and varying by week from 295 pounds on
July 6 to 84 pounds on July 13.

“The pounds of food is eye popping,” Gray
says.

Hare remembers, “One week we got so
much cantaloupe, I said to the ladies ‘you
take the bread. I got this.”

Hare says working together is like gears
operating. “We provide the list; they provide
the pantry.”

The Old Town Farmers’ Market is the old-
est continuously operating farmers’ market
in the same location in the United States.
George Washington brought his produce
from Mount Vernon to be sold at the Old
Town Market.

The market is located at 301 King Street
and is open every Saturday rain or shine
from 7 am-12 noon with 70 vendors partici-
pating during peak season..
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Goodwin House Celebrates
New U.S. Citizens

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

.S. Congressman Don Beyer was on hand

Sept. 16 as Goodwin House Alexandria

recognized three employees who recently

became U.S. citizens through the Goodwin
Living Foundation’s citizenship grant program.

“Our program began in 2018 when one of our res-
idents, Rita Siebenaler, had the idea that our staff
could benefit from a program for a clearer path to
citizenship,” said Goodwin Living president and CEO
Rob Liebreich. “Twenty-five percent of our staff are
not U.S. citizens. They want to become citizens but
just don’t have the funds to make it happen.”

In 2018, Goodwin Living and the Goodwin Living
Foundation created a citizenship application fee pro-
gram that provides employees with grants to cover
the cost of citizenship application fees. Nearly 1,000
Goodwin House employees from more than 60 coun-
tries are non-U.S. citizens.

Celebrating as new citizens were Ali Cherchar, Em-
manuel Nkiruka and Yehula Azene.

“Becoming a citizen is about representing the U.S.
values of equity, inclusion and opportunity for all,”
said Cherchar. “That is why I wanted to become a U.S.
citizen and today I am proud to be an American.”

Goodwin House residents volunteer to tutor the
employees to prepare for their citizenship exams.

“Today was so fulfilling, so joyous,” said Judy Han-
sen, a Goodwin House resident and coordinator of the
tutoring program. “The ceremony is so important to
me and reminds all of us what it means to be an Amer-
ican, because I think we forget.”

The program has been so successful that Goodwin
Living has extended the citizenship program to the

PHOTO BY JANET BARNETT/CA TE PACKET
Congressman Don Beyer, right, poses for a photo
with new U.S. citizens as part of a ceremony Sept.
16 at Goodwin House. Shown are Ali Cherchar,
Goodwin Living president and CEO Rob Liebreich,
Emmanuel Nkiruka, Goodwin House resident and
tutor Judy Hansen, and Yehula Azene.

spouses and children of employees and created a Citi-
zenship Playbook to help other institutions implement
similar programs.

“Four years after creating this program, we have
impacted 115 lives in creating new U.S. citizens,” Li-
ebreich said.

Said Azene on attaining her citizenship, “I now feel
fully complete and part of the American family.”

Miracle League Honors

Townsend Reese

Pollinator garden dedicate
to founding supporter.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

T he family of Townsend Reese, one of the
founding members of the Miracle League of
Alexandria, was on hand as the Townsend Re-
ese Memorial Pollinator Garden was dedicated in his
memory Sept. 24 at the Kelley Cares Miracle Field.

“Townsend was one of our original parents when
we started the Miracle League program in 2011,”
said Miracle League of Alexandria chair Mac Slover.
“His son Philip continues to play in our program and
today we are dedicating this pollinator garden in
Townsend’s honor.”

Reese, who died earlier this year, was a passionate
baseball fan. His grandfather was a bat boy in the
1910s for the old Washington Senators.

“Townsend loved baseball,” said his widow, Janet
Reese. “He was thrilled when the Miracle League was
built. It meant that his beloved baseball could be ac-
cessible to everyone, including people with disabili-
ties. I am so proud that his contribution to the Miracle
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Janet Reese, right, is joined by her children
Philip, Andrew and Emma in unveiling the plaque
dedicating the Memorial Pollinator Garden to her
husband Townsend Reese Sept. 24 at the Kelley
Cares Miracle Field.

League is being memorialized like this.”
The Miracle Field is located at 1108 Jefferson Street
at the Nannie J. Lee Recreation Center.
www.miracleleagueofalexandria.com

CHAMBER

Enjoy the quiet from

the dock or from the
Old Town kayak in

4 the spring fed water

at this serene lakefront cabin
during the day or under
starry skies on clear nights

Even throw a line for
catch and release fishing

Vacation property borders
Blue Ridge Parkway,
Milepost 180, southwest Virginia,
six hours from DC.

Less than hour from
Andy Griffin’s Mayberry in
Mount Airy, NC and Virginia Tech
in Blacksburg.

Option for Larger
Farmhouse Sleeps 10

Smaller and Cozy
Lakefront Cabin Sleeps 5

Or reserve both! Visit the web for more details and photos

Search Mayberry Mountain Meadows at Airbnb and/or VRBO
hitps://mmmlakeretreat.weebly.com/the-white-house.html
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By BARBARA S. MOFFET
ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE
OF ALEXANDRIA

(44 e will be receiv-

ing 17 cats from

Animal Friends of

Barbour County
tomorrow,” the email to the Ani-
mal Welfare League of Alexandria
(AWLA) staff read. “There are three
litters (under the age of 6 months),
one of them without mom, and one
single adult. In addition, we will be
receiving 2 rabbits.”

At least once a week a similar
email goes out to the AWLA staff.
“We have such a pet-friendly com-
munity here and a great demand
for pets,” said AWLA Chief Operat-
ing Officer Tony Rankin. Along with
helping animals who come in from
within the City of Alexandria, he
said, “we’re able to help dogs and
cats from many areas that might oth-
erwise not be able to find homes.”
Some of the animals have waited in
their local shelters for years.

At any given time, up to one-
third of the cats, dogs and other
animals at the AWLA have been
transferred in from other areas.
A new relationship with Animal
Friends of Barbour County (W.Va.),
for example, regularly brings cats
from a county that lacks resources
to house and adopt out pets. An-
other West Virginia rescue group,
One by One, also regularly trans-
ports cats to the AWLA, where they
have a much better chance of find-
ing a family.

The AWLA regularly partners
with about 10 groups to bring an-
imals to Alexandria to find homes.
The AWLA and Potomac Highlands
Animal Rescue (PHAR) have been
working together for more than 20
years to rescue animals in Hardy
County, W.Va., where a lone war-

den takes care of unclaimed ani-
mals in a shelter not open to the
public. Newer relationships have
brought in dozens of animals from
Virginia’s Rockingham Harrison-
burg SPCA as well as Smyth An-
imal Rescue & Resource Center,
which transports dogs from the
Smyth County, Va. animal shelter.

Some partner groups drive the
animals to the shelter, and oth-
er times the AWLA goes to them,
often delivering pet food and sup-
plies donated by the Alexandria
community. “Barbour County was
here recently and dropped off 16
cats and kittens and then loaded
up the van with supplies,” said
the AWLAs Director of Veterinary
and Foster Care, Arianne Killen.
“One of our volunteers who heard
what was needed went out and
bought the cat food for the Barbo-
ur group.”

A gray-and-white cat from An-
imal Friends of Barbour County,
known as Marcus, arrived with
painfully inflamed eyelids because
of a birth defect. Marcus had resid-
ed at a shelter for more than six
months awaiting surgery to ad-
dress the problem. Once he arrived
in Alexandria, the AWLA arranged
for the procedure at a local veter-
inary office. It was successful, and
Marcus was adopted.

As the AWLA learns of need
across the country, new partners
are added. A Florida-based rescue
known as True & Faithful Pet Res-
cue Mission has brought animals
to the AWLA on a nearly month-
ly basis since 2020. The relation-
ship made all the difference for
a shih tzu named Bugsy, who ar-
rived from Florida with irritated
skin and a hairless tail. Depressed
after his elderly owner in Florida
had died, Bugsy hid behind AWLA
office furniture for days until he fi-
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PHOTOS COURTESY ANIMAL WELFARE LEAGUE OF ALEXANDRIA

Animals Come from Far and Wide to Find Homes Here

\

Bugsy, a shih tzu from Florida, was depressed when he

Fresh from a Bath, a beagle transferred to
the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria
from Envigo breeding and research facility

arrived at the Animal Welfare League of Alexandria but

relaxes.

eventually relaxed and was adopted.

nally made friends with a staffer’s
dog. He eventually was adopted
and now has two “sisters” — an-
other shih tzu and a cat. More
recently, that same rescue group
brought an emergency transport
to the AWLA: more than a dozen
dogs who needed to be evacuated
when Hurricane Ian devastated
the rescue facility.

This year has brought a rela-
tionship with the national ASPCA,
which operates as a middleman
between shelters that are over-
whelmed with unwanted pets
and facilities like the AWLA who
can help them. The ASPCA does a
thorough medical and behavioral
assessment of the animals before
transporting them, and many have
been spayed or neutered before ar-
riving. “We’re getting the opportu-
nity to help some really great dogs
through this relationship,” Rankin
said.

Along with ongoing partner-
ships, the AWLA tries to lend a
hand to any group experiencing a
crisis. A relationship with the Hu-
mane Society of the United States

brought beagles to the AWLA last
month from Envigo, a breeding and
research facility in Cumberland,
Va., that had been found guilty
of violating federal regulations.
AWLA staff members drove a van
to the facility to pick up some of
the more than 4,000 beagles that
would be removed, taking them
to the AWLA to be evaluated and
prepared to meet their families.
Lacking in normal socialization,
some of the adult dogs were fear-
ful, but all of the dogs eventually
were adopted by the community,
and adopters are already sharing
stories and pictures of these dogs
in their new, loving homes.

“We’re just trying to save as many
animals as we can,” Rankin said.

The Animal Welfare League of Al-
exandria is a local 501(c)(3) orga-
nization that operates the Vola Law-
son Animal Shelter, Alexandria’s only
open-access animal shelter. The AWLA
impacts the lives of thousands of an-
imals each year through adoptions
and other programs, including a Pet
Pantry that last year provided more
than 50,000 pounds of pet food and
supplies to community members in

o
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Marcus, who was brought to the
Animal Welfare League by An-
imal Friends of Barbour Coun-
ty (W.Va.). Once transferred,
Marcus had much-needed eye
surgery and was adopted.

need. The AWLA also helps Alexandri-
ans with questions about wildlife and
other animals in the community. More
than half of the AWLA’s budget is com-
posed of donations. More information
can be found at AlexandriaAnimals.
org.

Alexandria Recognizes National Prescription Drug Take Back Day

he City of Alexandria encourages res-
| idents to safely dispose of unneeded
prescription and over-the-counter

medications, including those prescribed by
veterinarians, during National Prescription
Drug Take Back Day on Oct. 29. Residents
have several options for disposal, including
designated collection sites during the event,
permanent medication drop-off locations, a
permanent needle disposal box and methods
for disposing of medication safely at home.

A collection will take place on Saturday,
Oct 29, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at the fol-
lowing drop-off sites staffed by the Alexan-
dria Police Department and the Alexandria
Sheriff’s Office:

+¢ First Baptist Church Parking Lot (2932
King St.)

% Alexandria Police Department Head-
quarters (3600 Wheeler Ave.)

+ Fire Station 210 (5255 Eisenhower Ave.)

% The Neighborhood Pharmacy of Del
Ray (2204 Mt. Vernon Ave.)

The following locations offer secure per-
manent medication drop boxes for year-
round disposal:

% The Neighborhood Pharmacy of Del
Ray (2204 Mt. Vernon Ave.), available Mon-
day-Friday, 9 a.m.-7 p.m.; Saturday, 9 a.m.-2
p.m.; and Sunday, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

% Inova Alexandria Hospital (4320 Sem-
inary Road, inside the visitor’s entrance and
next to the cashier’s window), available dai-
ly, 1-5 p.m.

% Alexandria Police Department (3600
Wheeler Ave., inside the front entrance, ring
bell for access); available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week.

Needles are not accepted during the take
back event or in the permanent medication
drop boxes that provide year-round dis-
posal. Dispose of needles and syringes in a
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separate designated permanent drop box at
Inova Alexandria, accessible at the same lo-
cation and hours as the hospital’s drop off
box for medications.

For safe medication disposal at home, the
Substance Abuse Prevention Coalition of Al-
exandria is promoting the availability of free
Deterra drug disposal pouches until Oct. 31.
Request a free pouch online.

If you do not have access to a drug dispos-
al kit, follow these steps:

Check medication bottles for instructions
on proper disposal. If no instructions are
present, remove medication from its original
container. Do not crush tablets or capsules.
Mix medication with an undesirable, inedi-
ble substance, such as kitty litter or used cof-
fee grounds. Place mixture in a sealable bag
or container and throw away in the trash.
Black out all personal information on the
prescription label so it is unreadable.

Medicines that languish in home cabinets
are highly susceptible to misuse and abuse,
especially opioid prescriptions. In 2021, the
City collected 2,052.6 pounds of unused
medication at drug take back day events and
from year-round permanent drop boxes, a
54.8% increase in the amount of medication
collected in 2020.

Drugs are also an environmental hazard
to waterways and should never be flushed
down the toilet. Drug take back days and
permanent drop boxes help support the
goals of the Eco-City Alexandria initiative
to ensure that people can live healthier and
economically productive lives, while reduc-
ing their impact on the environment.

Visit alexandriava.gov/SAPCA to learn
more about ways to prevent substance use
and misuse. Visit alexandriava.gov/Opioids
for more information about Alexandria’s ef-
forts to fight the national opioid epidemic.

wwWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS IN ALEXANDRIA

OCTOBER THRU DECEMBER

Nightly Spirits. Thursdays through
Sundays from 7:30 to 10 p.m.;
8:30 to 11 p.m. Admission: 21 and
over at $25 plus tax. Tours meet at
The Alexandrian, 480 King Street,
Alexandria. Sip a local beverage
and listen to the secret and spooky
lore of Alexandria’s haunted past.
Hear tales of the ghosts that wan-
der the streets of Alexandria and
haunt local establishments. These
tours are for individuals ages 21
and over. Haunted private tours
are also available for all ages.

NOW THRU NOV. 5

The Little Theatre of Alexandria
Presents “Design for Murder.”
Wednesdays through Sundays at
8 p.m. Admission: $21 to 24 per
person. At The Little Theatre of
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St., Alexan-
dria. Murder, romance and comedy
are the three best ingredients for a
fun, suspense-filled evening of the-
atre. This fast-moving, highly tense
whodunit treats the audience to a
remote mansion, a sleazy black-
mailer, a trench coat-clad detective
and even a dark and stormy night.
A once-wealthy mother and son
struggle to keep up appearances at
the old mansion, but when a maid
is murdered, everyone becomes a
suspect.

nightly in October in Alexandria.

Nightly in October

gry ghosts looking for revenge.

Alexandria Colonial Tours’ Ghost & Graveyard Tours take place

Alexandria Colonial Tours’ Ghost & Graveyard Tour. Fridays and Saturdays
in October from 8:30 to 9:30 p.m. and 9 to 10 p.m. Admission: $15 for adults;
$10 for children; free for children under 6 years old. Tours meet at the Al-
exandria Visitor Center, 221 King Street, Alexandria. Follow a colonial-cos-
tumed guide by lantern light for an engaging history tour on Alexandria’s
original Ghost & Graveyard Tour. During this entertaining tour, youll hear
ghost stories, legends, folklore, unsolved mysteries, tales of romance and an-

VARIETY
STORE

Est. 1958

Carlyle House presents an exhibit
on mourning practices in the
18th-century through the experi-
ences of those who occupied the
Carlyle household, mourning the
death of Alexandria’s co-founder,
John Carlyle, in September 1780.
Reservations are required as space
is limited.

OCT. 21, 22, 28, 29

Grief and Ghosts Tour at Lee-Fen-
dall House Museum. 7 to 9 p.m.
Admission: $15 per person. At
Lee-Fendall House Museum, 614
Oronoco St., Alexandria. Explore
Victorian mourning traditions

coupled with stories of tragic g

dealt)hs and mysterious occirrences Experlence
at the Lee-Fendall House. Customs .
such as draping the mirrors after a the NOStalgla
death, funeral practices, hair jewel- .

ry, mourning clothing and séances ()f an Old-tlme

will be explored. These tours offer
a rare opportunity to see the house
after dark. Tours will be offered
every half hour from 7 to 9 p.m.

Five & Dime Store

“If we don’t have it,
you don’t need it.”

OCT. 22

Fall Frolic at Lee-Fendall House
Museum. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Admission: $15 per children ages

OCT. 21, 30

Poison Specialty Tour at the Apoth-
ecary Museum. October 21 from
5:30 to 6:45 p.m.; October 16 and
30, from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.
Admission: $15 per person, $12 for
OHA members. At Stabler-Lead-

beater Apothecary Museum,
105-107 S. Fairfax St., Alexandria.
Explore the sinister side of medi-
cine on the Apothecary Museum’s
Poison Tour. This tour explores
several different types of poisons,
their historic uses at the Apothe-
cary and what we know today. The

2-12, Accompanying adults $5 Hollin Hall
each, Infants under 2 are free. At i
Lee-Fendall House Museum, 614 Shopplng Center
Oronoco St., Alexandria. Enjoy
. some fall-themed family fun in the 7902 Fort Hunt Rd.,
event is recommended for ages 18 garden during Lee-Fendall House’s .
and up. Fall Frolic event. Activities catered Alexandrla, VA 22308
OCTOBER 21 AND 28 to children ages 3-12 include a
“ghost” hunt, crafts, a costume
Death COKI;S to FarI};lszouse- 6to8 p%lrade and more. Timed tickets 703-765-4110
p.m. Admission: per person. i .
At Carlyle House Historic Park, must be purchased in advance $léleleleéelele

SEE HALLOWEEN, PAGE 14
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121 N Fairfax St., Alexandria.

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

* Electrical (ELE) Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

* Gas Fitting (GFC) Since 1999 10% down
¢ Heating Ventilation and Air ‘ nothing until the job
Conditioning (HVA) 2018 is complete for the

Angies list

past 17 years

« Plumbing (PLB) ST
« Residential Building (RBC) =

Free Estimates 703-999-2929

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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ENTERTAINMENT

Off the Menu: Restaurant News and Notes for October

By HoPE NELsSON
GAZETTE PACKET

rom new restaurant openings to lo-

cation changes to structural shifts,

there’s a lot going on in the Alexan-

dria food scene this month. Here are
a few bite-sized nuggets of food news circu-
lating around town at the moment.

Andy’s Pizza
Opens on King Street

There’s a new pizza joint in town: Local
chain Andy’s Pizza has opened an outpost
at 107 N. Fayette Street. Dine in with a
whole pie or pick up a slice to carry out as

CALENDAR

OCT. 2-31

Bold and Fierce. At Van Landing-
ham Gallery, Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 North Union Street,
Alexandria. Bold and Fierce, a new
juried membership show featuring
artworks by Diana Papazian, Joyce
Zipperer, Samantha Shelton, Guido
Zanni, Jennifer Brewer Stone, Re-
becca McNeely, Mary Beth Griffin,
Melanie Kehoss and Helen Power.
Artists showcase works that are
Bold—brave, flashy, brightly-col-
ored and high-contrast—and/or
Fierce—wild, savage, eager, severe
or intense.

OCT. 6-NOV. 13

Woodcuts Exhibit. At The Athenaeum,
201 Prince Street, Alexandria.
Featuring works by Joan Mayfield
and Ruth Trevarrow. Woodcuts is a
mixed-media exhibition that focuses
on different types of wood, how
we view it, and its transformative
properties as part of nature. May-
field and Trevarrow came up with
the concept for the show because
they saw a lot of affinity for their
individual work as a commonality
in their practices. Artist Reception,
Sunday, October 16, 4-6 p.m.; Artist
Talk, Sunday, November 13, 2 p.m.

OCT. 7-29

“Return to Eating, Drinking, and Mer-
riment” exhibit. At Del Ray Artisans
Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon Ave.,
Alexandria. The exhibit celebrates
the return of food, drink, and the
rituals and places associated with

you stroll the streets of Old Town. The
Alexandria location is Andy’s sixth in
the area, and the eatery has devel-
oped quite a following throughout the DMV
region. From family favorites to new flavors
(plant-based Margherita, anyone?), Andy’s
has a wealth of options to choose from.

Magnolia’s Becomes
Michael’s on King

Magnolia’s, nee Magnolia’s on King, has
changed hands (and cuisines) with Mi-
chael’s Little Italy to become Michael’s on
King. The restaurant at 703 King Street
opened its doors Oct. 10 following the clo-
sure of Michael’s Little Italy at 305 S. Wash-

APPETITE

ington Street at the end of September
and offers many of the Italian special-
ties (and staff!) diners have come to
expect from the former Washington Street
location — “with the addition of a few of Mi-
chael’s specialties,” the restaurant said in a
statement.

Sweet Relief Moves

to Online Orders Only

Sweet Relief at 1506 Mount Vernon Ave-
nue is making some changes to its structure
— but is still serving all the decadent treats
customers have come to expect.

“Sweet Relief will be a multi-use space so
stay tuned for events we host. Our location

The Tour de Mount Vernon 2022 takes place on Saturday, Oct. 22 at the Workhouse Arts Center in Lorton.

Tour de Mount Vernon 2022

Meet Up at the Workhouse Arts Center for a Community Bike Ride. The 7th Annual Community Bike Ride will be
on Saturday, Oct. 22, 2022, at 8:30 a.m., starting and ending at the Workhouse Arts Center. The Tour de Mount Ver-
non brings cyclists on a fun ride through the southern and central portions of the Mount Vernon District including a
scenic route through Fort Belvoir. The route consists of paved roads, paved trails and has several challenging sections.
Ride monitors and Fairfax County Police help with directions and keep everyone safe. Details and registration: www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/mountvernon/tour-de-mount-vernon-2022

will also be available for bookings,” the com-
pany said via social media.

“We will keep a consistent menu which
will still include specials. ... We will offer
scheduled pickups and delivery within a set
mile radius. Catering orders for both pick-
ups and delivery is available. ‘Cupcake’ our
trailer will still make her appearance and be
available for bookings.”

The new online-order business model
takes effect Oct. 23.

Award-winning columnist Hope Nelson is au-
thor of “Classic Restaurants of Alexandria” and
owns the Kitchen Recessionista blog, located at
www.kitchenrecessionista.com. Email her any
time at hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

with 18th-century activities and
demonstrations at the Farm at
Mount Vernon. During this event,
you can explore the farm, meet
George Washington, see spinning
demonstrations and more. Visit
mountvernon.org.

& SUNDAY/OCT. 23

Free Concert NCBA. 3 p.m. At Carl
- Sandburg Middle School, 8428
Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. This
free concert entitled “Requiem
for the Unarmed” is its compos-
er’s musical response to the death
of George Floyd. Also, featured
in the concert is Cecile Chami-
nade’s Concertino for Flute. Visit
the website: nationalconcert-
band.org.

SUNDAY/OCT. 23

Autumn Leaves 2022 Fall Fund-
raising Concert. 5-8 p.m. At
The Rectory on Princess Street,
Alexandria. A mix of Jazz,
Country and Americana. Join
the supporters of Autumn Leaves,
a unique fundraising concert at
The Rectory featuring ASO musi-
cians wearing their other musical
hats—jazz, bluegrass, folk, Amer-
icana and more. Pianist Lester
Green, tenor Aaron Paige, Marlisa
and Dean Woods with their group
Holly Creek. Catered appetizers
and festive beverages.

THURSDAY/OCT. 27
Jane Franklin Dance Presents Plane.
7:30 p.m. At The Athenaeum,

dining in a hybrid show combining

a National Ceramic Show (juried
by nationally recognized potter
Jeremy Wallace) and a Regional
Art Exhibit. Opening Reception:

Friday, October 7, 7-9 p.m. Details:

DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits

THURSDAY/OCT. 20
Old Town Art Walk. 5-8 p.m. At

various locations in Old Town Alex-
andria.Enjoy a self-guided tour of
0Old Town Alexandria and explore
the fine art and studio crafts found
in art galleries and boutique shops

on the third Thursday of each

month, May to October. The stroll

is a great activity after an early
dinner, or before enjoying a meal
at one of Old Town Alexandria’s
restaurants. The Old Town Art

Walk is presented by the Old Town

Business Association.

THURSDAY/OCT. 20
Book Talk with Michael Pope. 7 p.m.

At the Athenaeum, Alexandria. The
Byrd Machine in Virginia: The Rise
and Fall of a Conservative Political
Organization. In his new book, The
Byrd Machine in Virginia, author
and journalist Michael Lee Pope
traces the history of the conser-
vative political organization that
ran Virginia politics for more than
half a century. Visit https://www.
nvfaa.org/happening

OCT. 21-22
Vietnam War Symposium. At the

National Museum of the United
States Army, 1775 Liberty Drive,
Fort Belvoir. This event will take
place from 1-4 p.m. on Friday,
October 21 and from 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
on Saturday, October 22. Join his-
torians, veterans and educators for
this two-day symposium which will
look back at the Vietnam War era
and the Soldier experience. Visit
the website: https://tickets.then-
musa.org/Info.aspx?EventID=62
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OCT. 21, 28
Death Comes to Carlyle House. 6 to

8 p.m. At Carlyle House Historic
Park, 121 N Fairfax St., Alexan-
dria. Carlyle House presents an
exhibit on mourning practices in
the 18th-century through the ex-
periences of the Carlyle household,
mourning the death of town found-
er, John Carlyle, in September
1780. Reservations are required as
space is limited.

SATURDAY/OCT. 22
27th Annual Art Safari. 12 to 4 p.m.

At Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
N. Union Street, Alexandria. An
Alexandria tradition for more than
a quarter-century, Art Safari is a
beloved in-person day of activities
for kids and families. Join fellow
lovers of art and learning for
outdoor waterfront art activities
and hands-on projects throughout
the building. A great event for kids
ages 5 and over.

SATURDAY/OCT. 22
AWARE! 1 p.m. At the Athenaeum,

Alexandria. Are you AWARE!? Join
Athenaeum Poet In Residence,
KaNikki Jakarta for free with your
RSVP for a fantastic awareness
event. Now in its 6th year, in part-
nership with the Athenaeum, this
event brings family and friends to-
gether in recognition of Awareness.
Ten spectacular presenters bring
awareness through poetry and sto-
ry-telling focusing on their selected
topics of Healing, Crisis of Faith,
Cancer Awareness, Purpose-Driven
Fear, and Connections, using life’s
difficulties as teachable moments,
and more! RSVP to greatpublish-
ing@yahoo.com

OCT. 22-23
Fall Harvest Festival. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

At George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Hwy., Mount Vernon.
Celebrate the crisp autumn season

201 Prince Street, Alexandria.
Jane Franklin Dance returns

to the Athenaeum with Plane,

a collection of new works that
respond to the location through
themes of balanced predictability,
progression, self-awareness and
passion. Visit https://janefrank-
lin.com/performances

THURSDAY/OCT. 27
Fashion Fusion. At Mount Vernon

Country Club in Alexandria. The
Yacht Haven Garden Club is pre-
senting its 38th annual Fashion
Show and Luncheon. Fashions
will be provided by Johnny Was
— Inspired by world cultures and
the arts. Fashion show tickets are
$55.00. Make checks payable to
YHGC. Include phone number
and email address and mail to
Rhea Killinger at 510 Tennessee
Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22305.
For more information, email:
rgkmsbell@hotmail.com.
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Twinkle Lourie.
A Sad Tail.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

May she rest in peace. Our 10-year-old, white
domestic short haired cat was euthanized on
Thurs., Sept 29. A month or so prior, after not
eating for a few days, we took her to the emer-
gency veterinarian near our home. (As you may
or may not know, it’s nearly impossible to get
a time-sensitive appointment with a veterinar-
ian. They're all either too busy or short-staffed
and moreover, many are not even taking new
clients. And this often applies to the emergency
veterinarians as well.) And so, it was for Twinkle.
Fortunately, we were existing clients. Otherwise,
we would have been turned away, as the sign
posted on their day informed, referring us to oth-
er emergency veterinary practices, all of which
were hours away and who were totally unfa-
miliar to us and with our animals. Twinkle was
admitted that first day and the evaluating process
began. A few days and a few thousand dollars
later, we received the very distressing news:
cancer. Twinkle had a tumor near her heart. Her
prognosis was not very encouraging.

Nevertheless, we took her home and for the
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COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated
Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

lektrkman28@gmail.com

Hot Tubs, etc...

HALLOWEEN HAPPENINGS

From Pace 1

Sessions start on the hour between 10 a.m.
and 3:00 p.m. and are limited to 20 children
each. Tickets are $15 per participating child
ages 2-12. Accompanying adults are $5 each
and infants under the age of 2 are free.

OCT. 27

Sleepy Howllow at Barkhaus. 7:30 to 10 p.m. Ad-
mission: $40 for members, $55 for the public.
At Barkhaus, 529 E. Howell Ave., Alexandria.
Barkhaus, the D.C. Metro area’s first dog
bar, invites you for an enchanting evening in
the woods of Sleepy Howllow. This private
haunted-themed event includes admission for
one per person, beer, wine, candy, snacks and
puppuccinos. Costumes are required. Must be
21 and over.

OCT. 29

Raven’s Night at the Birchmere. 7:30 p.m. Admis-
sion: $35 per person. The Birchmere, 3701
Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. In its 10th year,
Raven’s Night creeps, slithers, and slinks its way
back to The Birchmere. Mark your calendars

529 E. Howell Ave., Alexandria. Get ready for
the spookiest night of your life as Barkhaus
celebrates All Hallows’ Eve with the living
and the dead. It’s your pup’s favorite season,
and Barkhaus dares all four-legged friends
and their parents to join the 3rd annual
Halloween party. The event will include a
costume contest and spooky food and drink
specials. Costumed are highly recommended
for both humans and pups.

OCT. 29
2nd Annual Carlyle Halloween Stampede. 2 to 6

p-m. Admission: $10 per person. At Whiskey
& Oyster, 301 John Carlyle St., Alexan-

dria. The 2nd Annual Carlyle Halloween
Stampede features all-day festive cocktails,
signature party favors, costume contests,
photo ops, giveaways and more. Guests can
start the crawl at any of the participating
restaurants: Whiskey & Oyster, Sweet Fire
Donna’s, Tequila and Taco or Lost Boy Cider.
Costumes are recommended. There will be
costume prizes and a Dog Costume Contest.

next week or so and followed the pill regimen as
directed. For a few days, there was marginal im-

OCT. 30
0Old Town Doggie Trick or Treat. 1 to 5 p.m. At

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING
— ora — ora and dress up to spend Halloween weekend with
= = The Birchmere for a unique event featuring fu-

provement, but soon thereafter, Twinkle reverted
to her non-eating ways, even though she was on
an appetite stimulant and was receiving steroids
as well to treat her tumor. (Steroids have a side
effect of increasing appetite.) If this combination
didn’t cause Twinkle to improve/eat, we were
advised that Twinkle’s survival was very much in
doubt and perhaps we might be considering her
quality of life at that point. We couldn’t believe
what we were hearing. It all happened so fast,
and so unexpectedly. The three of us returned
home and then began to organize and plan for
Twinkle’s next week — or less.

After another few days of Twinkle’s contin-
ued decline at home despite following doctor’s
orders — and then another interim visit to the
emergency vet. for a B-12 shot (to try again
to boost her responses which ended up not
helping), we decided that this situation/deterio-
ration wasn'’t fair to Twinkle and so we made the
difficult decision to end her suffering. | spent the
last few hours of her life lying in bed with her
reassuring and comforting her as best I could.
Eventually, Dina came upstairs and suggested
that it was probably time to go; that the waiting
was too difficult, and that somehow, we needed
to move forward, for all our benefits, especially
Twinkle’s.

We called ahead to the emergency veterinar-
ian to let them know our decision and that we
were on our way and that we lived five minutes
away. Sure enough, they were ready for our
arrival and quickly escorted all of us into an ex-
amining room. The vet. was kind and caring and
couldn’t have been nicer as she explained the
process to us. Dina and | both held Twinkle has
the vet injected the two medicines that would
gently put her to sleep and ultimately end her
life. When it was over, the vet. asked if we'd like
some time alone with Twinkle, which of course
we said we would. After we got our bearings
and the vet. returned, she took Twinkle away to
“prepare” her. At that point, we went back out to
the waiting room, sat down, and waited to take
Twinkle home.

Within 15 minutes or so, the vet. came out
carrying a cardboard box — with Twinkle inside.
It had her name on it and some pretty artwork
as well. We took her home and kept her in the
house that first night. We didn’t want to leave

(b ProDrainage
: Ec‘a-.l'l."lu.»d-l;'.Landsca;oe Dr;h;ge Exu'rfs
Drainage, Erosion, L ' Patios, g Walls & More
Your Neighborhood Company since 19871
703-772-0500 www.Prodrainage.com

WA, Licansed Class A Contracior

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
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We Need Your Help Again

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

sion belly dance, live music, a costume contest
and a pre-show carnival. This year’s theme,
“Underworld,” brings the most iconic demons,
witches and wizards to the stage—a magical
night and a feast fit for all fandoms.

OCT. 29

Old Town Family Trick or Treat. 12 to 4 p.m.
Various locations in Old Town Alexandria.
Bring the family and enjoy trick-or-treating
in the various shops and restaurants in Old
Town. Bring your own “boo bag.” Maps will
be provided.

OCT. 29

Trick-or-Treating at Mount Vernon. 2 to 6 p.m.
Admission: General public: $25 per adult;
$15 per youth; Members: $17 per adult; $9
per youth. At George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial
Highway Mount Vernon. Celebrate Halloween
with 18th-century entertainment and activ-
ities. Visit Mount Vernon in costume, watch
Halloween-themed Punch & Judy shows, see
18th-century chocolate-making demonstra-
tions and more. Trick-or-treating at Mount
Vernon takes place rain or shine.

OCT. 29

Old Town Family Trick or Treat. 12 to 4 p.m.
Various locations in Old Town Alexandria.
Bring the family and enjoy trick-or-treating
in the various shops and restaurants in Old
Town. Bring your own “boo bag.” Maps will
be provided.

OCT. 29
Nightmare at Barkhaus. 5 to 8 p.m. At Barkhaus,

The Dog Park, 705 King Street, Alexandria.
Bring your spooky pooch over to The Dog
Park for a Halloween “boo bag” full of treats
for your pup. After registering at The Dog
Park retail store, you and your dog will
enjoy a leisurely stroll around Old Town and
receive boo bags while supplies last.

OCT. 30
Del Ray Halloween Parade. 2 p.m. Begins at

Mount Vernon Ave., south of E. Bellefonte
Ave., Alexandria. One of Del Ray’s favorite
traditions, the annual Del Ray Halloween
Parade, returns once again. Children, pets
and strollers in costumes are invited to
march and show off their finest and scariest
Halloween garb; awards are given for Best
Pet Costume, Best Decorated Business,

Best Decorated Home and Best Decorated
Stroller.

OCT. 30 AND 31
Poe in Alexandria. 8 to 9:30 p.m. Admission:

$20 per person. At Alexandria History
Museum at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washing-
ton St., Alexandria. Enjoy an unforgettable
evening with America’s earliest master of
the macabre, Edgar Allen Poe. Actor David
Keltz returns to The Lyceum’s lecture hall
to re-create Poe’s visit to Virginia in 1849,
shortly before his death. This year’s perfor-
mance will include short stories, poems,
musings, literary criticism and a comic essay
never before performed at The Lyceum. Mr.
Keltz’s performance has been lauded by The
Poe House and Museum in Baltimore, The
Poe Museum in Richmond and the Poe Na-
tional Historic Site in Philadelphia. Reserva-
tions are strongly recommended.

The Waypoint at Fairlington

F ) P ~ 5 . . . . .
her alone outside or in the car. We wanted her to P AHlount Pernon Gazette ROMPAGE in the prOJ-eCt include Harkins Bmlders’. ﬂef—
spend her last night in the house with us. During NG DL Potomac Gk} Wesley Housing president and CEO Shel- fner Architects PC, and Walter L. Phillips.

Financial support was provided by the City
of Alexandria, Virginia Housing, Virginia
Department of Housing and Community De-
velopment, as well as Capital One, Freddie
Mac and Hudson Housing.

Wesley Property Management will man-
age the community and Wesley Housing’s
on-site resident services team will provide
year-round programs and services for the
individual and family households who be-
gin moving in this month. In addition, local
nonprofit partner, Our Stomping Ground,
will provide case management and support-
ive services to residents with developmental
disabilities.

www.wesleyhousing.org

that night, we decided when and where to bury . i )
her. Kooy STy Comeion Nowpas e gy PP e metcpaan eden
. . Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Poto- The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in

Twinkle was buried the next day on our prop- mac, Md. along with affiiated websites and digital media. turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these
erty, //Be“acres// next to her two Older sib[ings, Now we need help again in 2022. local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to
Biscuit and “Chino” who preceded her in death.

They're all buried close to the house so we can
visit them often, which we do. Their graves are
marked with stones. | miss Twinkle terribly. She
had bonded with me alone as white cats do,
according to an article Dina had read; and soon
we were inseparable; during the day in my home
office and at night, in bed. She was my cat, just
as “Chino” (her brother) had been.

The last three weeks have been difficult for
me. | feel cheated by her premature death. The
loss is palpable. Something (Twinkle) is most
definitely missing from my life.

ley Murphy and Fairlington Presbyteri-
an Church pastor Juli Wilson-Black were
joined by city officials and project partners
in celebrating the completion of the $37.2
million project.

The four-story development offers three
studio, 12 one-bedroom, 49 two-bedroom,
and 17 three-bedroom apartments for
households whose income is at or below 60
percent of the area median income. There
are also nine deeply subsidized apartments
through the City of Alexandria.

Prior to redevelopment, the land on
which the new community is sited was an
underutilized parking lot owned by Fair-
lington Presbyterian Church. Key partners

residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
Each ocal newspapers mission aspires o rovide great- ward info 2022.
er communiy service, and we do know that our commu-
rifies are beter of i we continue to publsh. Last year's T been a bear, hervise.
financial support from readers and supporters like you  Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020, Some be-
brdged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us
and both made our sunvival possible. We now await a throughout, and many more have done what they can. In
decision for a grant rom Rebuild Virginia n early Febru- the falof 2021 we saw the retum of some adverising for
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we - events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal ime ~horizon in so many ways. Revenue stil remains short of
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thark you. expenses despite our greatly curtaed costs

Connection Newspapers has been offering these local
newspapers (o residents for over 200 years. Countless
Al gits will be used to fund our printed newspapers and residents have grown up with these papers covering
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient significant moments in the lives of family and children,
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. news, community events, school activities, and even pic-

tures of your dogs and cats. Interet news and large na-
The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news- tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection
papers across the country, and our newspapers con-  or historical connection that local papers like Connection
finue to be at risk. Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide.
‘The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust-  If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhaod, school
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria has been featured, you understand the value of local
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con- community newspapers

Please, help save these historical papers.

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac

1606 King Street * Alexandria, VA « 703-778-9431
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THE MORE YOU SAVE!
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§15 0FF... WHEN YOU SPEND $100-§199

§20 OFF... WHEN YOU SPEND $200-§499
§50 OFF... WHEN YOU SPEND $500+

TOYOTA VEHICLES ONLY. COUPCH MUST BE PRESENTED AT
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VALID ONLY AT ALEXANDRIATOYOTA, OFFERENDS 10/3122
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria,
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our

Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

OPEN SUN 10/23, 2-4

.

Old Town | $1,395,000
Built in 1800, this 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath home has been
thoughtfully updated while maintaining its historic
character. Beautifully updated kitchen adjoins family
room with wood-burning fireplace and direct access
to an enchanting patio and garden. 411 S Lee Street
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

Del Ray | $875,000

3 bedroom, 2 full bath, move-in ready farmhouse! Open
layout. Spacious chef’s kitchen boasts a large island,
stainless appliances, & granite countertops. Fenced-
in yard. Walking distance to the upcoming Potomac
Metro, National Landing, & more! 405 Clifford Ave
Jen Walker 703.675.1566

www.JenWalker.com

Del Ray
| $924,900

Meticulously maintained
3-level townhouse

with 3 bedrooms, 2.5
baths, hardwood floors,
updated kitchen and
baths, separate dining
room, living room with

# wood-burning fireplace,
8 finished lower level,
back deck, private
patio, and deeded

& off-street parking. 2303
; B Commonwealth Ave
Cindy Clemmer 703.966.0403
www.ClemmerAndSchuckHomes.com

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com
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Chatham Square | $1,075,000
This absolutely beautiful 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath brick
townhouse checks all the boxes! Open floor plan,
neutral decor, fireplace, refinished wood floors, & just 5
blocks from the river & King St. 2 parking spaces in the
common garage, plus additional storage. 525 N Pitt St
Rochelle Gray 703.328.1686
www.RochelleGray.com

OPEN THU 10/20, 4-6 & 10/22 & 23, 2-4

b R AT

Kirk | $664,000

Delightful 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath ranch-style home with
gleaming hardwood floors, a wood-burning stove, full
basement, extensive landscaping, a covered front
porch, and fenced-in backyard with brick patio and
fish pond. 8111 Karl Road

Heidi Burkhardt 703.217.6009
www.RealtorHeidiB.com

Shuters Hill
$825,000

Charming 3-level
townhouse with
1,900+ SF of living
space, located less
than 1 mile to King St
Metro. 3 bedrooms,
3.5 baths, basement
with French doors to
a private fenced patio.
Bright main level with
= renovated kitchen.
Parking for 2 cars.
103 Roberts Court

Margaret Benghauser 703.989.6961
www.MargaretBenghauser.com

; LUXURY
. I PORTFOLIO
REAL ESTATE COFPANIES INTERNATIONAL
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ASSOCIATES

REALTORS®

OPEN SAT 10/22 & SUN 10/23, 2-4

Braddock Heights | $949,000
1929 Sears kit house expanded in 1989 and kitchen
remodeled in 2015. 4 bedrooms, 2 baths, kitchen/
breakfast room addition looks out to landscaped yard
and patio. Unfinished basement. Detached garage
with climate-controlled office. 2403 Ridge Road Dr
Donna Cramer 703.627.9578
www.DonnaCramer.com

McENEARNEY ASSOCIATES
IS PLEASED TO WELCOME

RACHEL O

TO THE ALEXANDRIA OFFICE

If you are thinking of buying, selling or renting,
call Rachel today at 703.296.4475, or email her
at ro@McEnearney.com.

HomesByRachel.com

LUXURY Y ATLANTIC COAST {2}

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE EQUALOUSING
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