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Dominic, 4, of McLean, tries to hear
a heartbeat with a little help from R.
Fogelson at McLean Volunteer Fire
Department’s open house.
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Public Notice

Updated weight limits on Virginia bridges and culverts
In accord with state and federal law, the Virginia Department of Transportation (VDOT) has imposed new

__HALLOWEEN

N1l i
LOVHRRRR 1. ERRERNIIEN
TR

or changed existing weight restrictions and installed new signage indicating the updated weight
restrictions on the following bridges and culverts (structures) in Virginia within the last 30 days.

web page.

The list above is not a comprehensive list of all structures with weight restrictions in the Commonwealth,
but shows only structures that have new or changed weight restrictions within the last 30 days. The list
contains only basic structure identification and location information and the date the new or changed
weight restriction and signage became effective.

For a full listing of all bridge and culvert weight restrictions with detailed information about specific
structures, including location data and actual weight limits, visit hitps://www.virginiadot.org and navigate
to Info Center/Trucking Resources. This page references a posted structures report and a GIS map tool
that contain detailed information about restricted structures in Virginia. To receive email notifications
regarding new or updated weight restrictions for structures statewide, complete the sign-up form on the

Notices regarding bridges and culverts with new or updated weight restrictions are published monthly by
VDOT. For additional information or questions, please contact haulingpermits@vdot.virginia.gov.

The Virginia Department of Transportation is committed to ensuring that no person is excluded from participation in, be denied the
benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any of its programs or activities on the basis of race, color, or national origin, as
protected by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. If you need further information on VDOT's Title VI Program or special
assistance for persons with disabilities or limited English proficiency, please contact the Virginia Department of Transportation’s Title
VI Program Specialist at 804-786-2730.

At 1800 S. Bell Street, Arlington.
Synetic Theater’s Vampire Ball

is DC’s hottest Halloween party
with everything you need for a
spooktacular night. There will be
Dracula themed cocktails, dancing,
physical theater, spooky Georgian
remixes, fun-sized candy bars, and
more. The festivities start with a
performance of Dracula followed
by an indoor/outdoor dance party
with all the food and drinks that a
ghoul could ask for. Gather all your
Basic Witches for a party to wake
the dead! Costumes encouraged!

Jurisdiction Fad Struc ld  Route # Route Name Crossing Posted Date

GILES 8517 643 GRAY SULPHUR SPG/ 643 SULPHUR BRANCH 2772022

POWHATAN 10136 684 BELLRD STEGERS CREEK 9/26/2022

GILES 13263, 626 |CASTLE ROCK DR DOE CREEK 8/26/2022 ;

GILES 2918| 623 |RIVERRD/623 NEW RIVER/NS RWY 9/26/2022 ol — o

GILES 10171 635 BIGSTONEY CR RD/ 635 WHITE ROCK BRANCH 9/22/2022 B Y |

GILES 12345 623 |CASCADE DR/ 623 LITTLE STONEY CREEK 9/22/2022 i : by

MONTGOMERY 13414 616 | DOBBINS HOLLOW RD/ 616 BRUSH CREEK 9/22/2022 2 z A : / [

FALLS CHURCH 13413 0  SHERROW AVENUE TRIPPS RUN 921/2022 . ] A, 9 — A " s
SCOTT 13290, 617 | SHELLEYSRD BRANCH 9/20/2022 Halloweekend at The Perch takes place on Saturday, Oct. 29 in
ROANOKE 13269 864 | OLD CATAWBA RD/854 MASON CREEK 9/19/2022 Tysons Corner.

FALLS CHURCH 13283 0 S OAK STREET TRIPPS RUN 9/16/2022 SATURDAY/OCT 29

ROANOKE 2782 637  BOTTOM CREEK LANE LAUREL CREEK 9/16/2022 NOW THRU NOV. 5 Haunted Mini Golf. 5-7 p.m. At Oak
FRANKLIN 3455 757 |SKILLET RD/ 757 STORY CREEK 911572022 Workhouse Haunt: Nightmare Har- Marr Rec Center, 3200 Jerman-
ROANOKE 13396 777 FTLEWIS CHURCH RD/ 777 STYPES BRANCH 9/15/2022 vest. At Workhouse Arts Center, town Road, Oakton. Come in your
ROANOKE 13392 1662 |MCVITTY RD/ 1662 MUDLICK CREEK 9/15/2022 Lorton. This year’s Haunt, titled favorite costume to Oak Marr Rec
BOTETOURT 13410/ 615 |CRAIG CREEK RD/ 615 DUTCHMAN BRANCH 911412022 “Nightmare Harvest,” will run on Center and play some Haunted
CARROLL 14974 747 |PINE GROVE RD/ 747 BRANCH SHORTS CREEK 9/14/2022 weekends from Saturday, Oct. 1 Mini Golf. There will be spooky
FRANKLIN 5503 623 |FAIRYSTONE PK RD/ 623 RYANS BRANCH 9/14/2022 through Saturday, Nov. 5. Friday treats, face painting, Halloween
FRANKLIN 5656 825 HILLOCK RD/ 825 RENNET BAG CREEK 911412022 and Saturday hours are 7-11 p.m. games and food trucks with deli-
'ROANOKE 10147 696  APPLE GROVE LANE/ 69 BACK CREEK 91472022 and Sunday hours are 7-10 p.m. cious offerings. Call 703-281-6501.

The Haunt will also perform on

BOTETOLRT 0162616 BLUE ROGE SPOS/ 61 RAVCH OF GLAECREEK | wiamz | Thetiwwilalepetoron o oct 29

AV g porecTrol s o115 o oo | 3L fom7opm fach frideyand - Halloweekenda The st 12
BEORD iasill B (BOCEECE WMLRes B N1z Oct. 29, live bands will perform in in Tysons. Capital One Center is
|BEDFORD 13336) 639 |HURRICANE DR/ 639 NORTH OTTER CREEK 22022 the Rizer Pavilion near the Haunt hosting a big Halloween costume
BEDFORD 13303 680 |MURRELLS GAP RD SHEEP CREEK 9/12/2022 Bar, where guests can purchase party at The Perch — a 2.5 acre
BEDFORD 3387 680  PATTERSN MILL RD/ 680 LITTLE OTTER CREEK 9/12/2022 snacks and beverages. Tickets are sky high gathering place adjacent
ROANOKE 12355 666 BANDY CREEK RD/ 666 BACK CREEK 91272022 now available for purchase and to Capital One’s headquarters in
BOTETOURT 12304 606 GROVE HILL RD/ 606 CATAWBA CREEK 9/9/2022 prices start at $30 per person. Visit Tysons. Guests are encouraged to
FRANKLIN 18127 697 |BRICK CHURCH RDY 697 LITTLE CREEK 9/9/2022 www.workhousearts.org for sched- bring their furry besties and partic-
BOTETOURT 18065 737 |HOGAN HOLLOW RD/ 737 CATAWBA CREEK 9/6/2022 ule and event details. ipate in dog and human costume
'DINWIDDIE 14783 703 |SHIPPINGS RD BUCKSKIN CREEK 9/2/2022 contests at Starr Hill Biergarten and
BOTETOURT 14773 1324 |PATTONSBURGLA/ 1324 PURGATORY CREEK 9112022 FRIDAY/OCT. 28 meet Lucky Dog Animal Rescue’s
' BOTETOURT 14801 764 |SPEC MINE RD BRANCH OF BACK CREEK 9/1/2022 Synetic Theater’s Vampire Ball 2022. adoptable pups in costumes. Family

activities will be held from 12 p.m.-
6 p.m. (everything from spooky
golf at Perch Putt to face painting,
pumpkin painting, inflatable bounce
houses, live music, Wegmans-spon-
sored pumpkin pie eating contests,
Halloween arts and crafts and
more!). Once the sun sets the ghost-
ly vibes and spooky characters come
out! College gameday watch parties
and Hocus Pocus will be featured
on the big screen, along with a boc-
ce tournament hosted by DC Bocce
and a pop-up box office hosted

by Capital One Hall. Visit https://

Signiupjfor

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
to all of our papers

www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe
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www.capitalonecenter.com/events/
halloweekend-at-the-perch

Walker Nature Center Halloween
House and Trick-or-Treat Trail. Ad-
vance online sales only for this sell
out spectacular. Go to https://bit.
ly/20j116j. Event Times: Fri. Oct.
26, 6 p.m. & 7:30 p.m., Sat. Oct.
27,6 p.m. & 7:30 p.m.. For ages 3
- Adult. Reston Association

HALLOWEEN OCT. 31

Great Falls Halloween Spooktacular

4 pm - 4:45pm, Pet Parade; 5:00pm -
7 pm Trick-or-Treating, Great Falls
Village Centre

SoberRide for Halloween

A local nonprofit organization will make free safe rides available to would-
be drunk drivers throughout the Washington-metropolitan area during this
Halloween weekend.

Offered by the nonprofit Washington Regional Alcohol Program (WRAP)
the, 2022 Halloween SoberRide program will be in operation from 4 p.m. on
Saturday, Oct. 29 through 4 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 30 as a way to keep local roads
safe from impaired drivers during this traditionally high-risk period.

During this twelve-hour period, area residents age 21 and older celebrat-
ing with alcohol may download the Lyft app to their phones, then enter the
SoberRide code in the app’s “Payment” tab (under the “Add Lyft Pass” option)
to receive their no-cost (up to $15) safe transportation home. WRAP’s 2022
Halloween SoberRide promo code will be posted at 3 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 29
on www.SoberRide.com.

“Halloween is of particular concern for younger drivers as 2020 NHTSA
data shows that 68-percent of drunk driving deaths on U.S. roadways during
the fall holiday involve drivers ages 21 to 34.”

During the 2021 Halloween period, 700 (777) persons in the Washing-
ton-metropolitan area used WRAP’s SoberRide program rather than possibly
driving home impaired. The charity also offers its SoberRide program on St.
Patrick’s Day, Cinco de Mayo, Independence Day and the winter holidays.
Since 1991, WRAP’s SoberRide program has provided 82,735 free safe rides
home to would-be drunk drivers in the Greater Washington area.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



Fire Chief Frank Smith, volunteer president and paramedic at
Station #12

FCEFRD Supports National Fire Safety Campaign

Open houses held at local stations.

MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

n a fire, seconds can be the difference

between a successful escape and a tragic

outcome. With modern combustibles and
synthetics, fires burn faster than ever, and
people may have less than two minutes to
escape or, if necessary, seek shelter in place.

On Saturday, Oct. 15, the Fairfax County
Fire and Rescue Department celebrated the
100th anniversary of Fire Prevention Week
alongside the National Fire Protection As-
sociation. The 2022 campaign, “Fire Won’t
Wait. Plan Your Escape,” aims to educate
everyone. This meant teaching not only chil-
dren but caretakers, older adults, and those
with disabilities about fire and the steps they
can take to protect themselves and others,
whether in their homes, workplaces, busi-
nesses, or public spaces.

The county’s thirty-nine fire stations and
the City of Fairfax’s two fire stations opened
their doors to the community. Fairfax Coun-
ty Fire and Rescue is one of only three ac-
credited agencies worldwide holding an
ISO 1 rating and serving a population of
over one million people. “We are focused
on meeting the needs of our community,”
said Fire Chief John S. Butler in the online
Chief’s Message. https://www.fairfaxcoun-
ty.gov/fire-ems/fcmessage
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Station #1 McLean Volunteer Fire De-
partment

A short eight miles from Station #12 is
the McLean Volunteer Fire Department Sta-
tion #1. As part of the county’s department,
they invited the community to their Open
House to tour the ambulance, meet firefight-
ers, EMTs, and paramedics, and even spray
a firehose. According to John Hootman,
volunteer chief of the McLean Volunteer
Fire Department, Station #1 has a Tower
Ladder 401 with a bucket on top instead of
a straight stick ladder truck because of the
area it serves.

“There’s a number of unique things
around here (in McLean), especially if you
go down the George Washington Parkway
where we can do low-angle rescues,” Hoot-
man said. “Because we have the bucket out
front, that gives us lots of options to safely
rescue folks from cars that have gone off and
other accidents.”

According to Hootman, Station #1 is “in
a nice middle ground.” There are some mid-
rise buildings, such as the Palladium, seven
stories or less, as opposed to the high-rise
buildings at Tysons. “We can use the buck-
et to do all sorts of different things, such as
bringing patients off the roofs of buildings,”
said Hootman.

See OPEN Houskes, PAGE 5

Dominic, 4, of McLean, tries to hear a heartbeat with a little help from
R. Fogelson.

PHOTOS BY MERCIA HOBSON/THE CONNECTION
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E McLean’s Tower
401 with a buck-
! et on the front.
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Paul Gilbert, Executive Director of NOVA Parks, was honored with
NAACP’s Freedom Fund Community Award, announced Oct. 4.
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Fairfax NAACP President Karen Campblin and NOVA Parks Executive Director Paul Gilbert mark new
signage telling the story of how Jim Crow laws impacted people riding trains in Virginia.

PHOTOS COURTESY NOVA PARKS

nd Jim Crow Laws

NAACP Recognizes NOVA Park’s Paul Gilbert

By SusaN LAUME
THE CONNECTION

he Fairfax County Branch of the
NAACP has acknowledged the
work of NOVA Parks Executive
Director Paul Gilbert with a Free-
dom Fund Community Advocate Award.
The Award recognizes community mem-
bers working for racial equality. NOVA Parks
partnered with the Fairfax County NAACP to
help tell the stories of the Black community’s
contributions to Northern Virginia.

“Fairfax NAACP has enjoyed a strong part-
nership with NOVA Parks. We owe that to
Paul Gilbert,” said Reverend Lynda Alicudo,
Chair of the Religious and Community Co-
ordination Committee for the NAACP Fair-
fax County Branch. “Paul has been tireless
in his commitment to a vision that includes
programming that engages our community,
the African American community, and tells a
more inclusive history.”

The award is the result of an on-going
NAACP/NOVA Parks partnership, focused
on telling a more inclusive history of
Northern Virginia. Under Gilbert’s leader-

ship, NOVA Parks unveiled nine interpre-
tive signs that focus on a diverse history,
and adopted ‘Belonging’ as one of the five
main priority pillars of its 2023-2027 Stra-
tegic Plan.

“What we sometimes call ‘Black history’ is
really our history. It is the history of our re-
gion and our nation,” Gilbert said about the
award. “Understanding our past is import-
ant because we all get to collectively write
the next chapter, and we can make choices
about what that future will be. Public lands
like NOVA Parks belong to everyone.

“It is important for the history we tell to
reflect the entire community,” Gilbert said.
“The award from the NAACP is a great in-
dication that we are on the right track. It
has been a real pleasure to work with the
NAACP to deliver these and other stories.”

The stories told on the newly placed signs
highlight a painful, at times inspiring past.
The signs dedicated in February, in Arling-
ton, Fairfax, and Loudoun counties, tell the
story of Jim Crow era laws which discrimi-
nated against people of color who rode the
Washington & Old Dominion railroad in the
first half of the 20th century. Also, in Febru-

ary, NOVA Parks dedicated a site at Bull Run
Marina in the Clifton area that had been a
graveyard for enslaved people.

In June, the Fairfax County Branch of
NAACP and NOVA Parks partnered to host
the first annual Juneteenth event at Bull
Run Regional Park in Centreville. Bull Run
Regional Park is on land once part of the
18th century Leo Plantation, owned by Rob-
ert Carter III. After a religious experience,
Carter built a church that was open to both
Black and white residents of the area. He
later emancipated over 500 enslaved people
and allowed them to own land. Carter’s ac-
tions resulted in a thriving freedmen’s com-
munity at Bull Run 70 years before the Civil
War and Emancipation Proclamation. A de-
scendant of one of those freed, Alfred Harris,
earned his law degree from Howard Univer-
sity, shortly after the Civil War. He went on
to serve on the Alexandria City Council; and
later moved to Petersburg where he became
a State Delegate. Delegate Harris champi-
oned the bill that created the first University
open to people of color in Virginia.

These and other related stories on display
for visitors at Bull Run Regional Park were

researched by NOVA Parks historian, Paul
McCray, a Parks employee with 40 years of
service. Through McCray’s work on the in-
terpretive signs, visitors can follow a trail
that leads to the site of the former Bull Run
Baptist Church, which was created by Car-
ter, and its cemetery. NOVA Parks has dis-
covered over 90, mostly unmarked, graves
in this area using ground penetrating radar.
During the Juneteenth event and the unveil-
ing of these newly discovered stories, the
accomplishments of Del. Alfred Harris were
celebrated with resolutions from the Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors, City of Alex-
andria City Council, and Virginia House of
Delegates.

The result of the NAACP/NOVA Parks’
partnership has been increased public
awareness of the contributions of people of
color to area history, and a focus on diversi-
ty, equity, and inclusion in park programs,
to engage the various cultures and commu-
nities that make up Northern Virginia and
create a sense of belonging for all.

Visit novaparks.com/News for more infor-
mation about Northern Virginia’s inclusive
history being shared in parks.

BULLETIN BOARD

FREE HALLOWEEN WEEK-

END LYFT RIDES

Free safe rides will be offered
to would-be drunk drivers
throughout the Washing-
ton-metropolitan area during
this Halloween weekend. Of-
fered by the nonprofit Washing-
ton Regional Alcohol Program

(WRAP) the, 2022 Halloween
SoberRide program will be in
operation from 4 p.m. on Saturday,
October 29th and operate until 4
a.m. on Sunday, October 30th as a
way to keep local roads safe from
impaired drivers during this tradi-
tionally high-risk period.

During this 12-hour period, area resi-
dents age 21 and older celebrating
with alcohol may download the
Lyft app to their phones, then enter
the SoberRide code in the app’s
“Payment” tab (under the “Add
Lyft Pass” option) to receive their
no-cost (up to $15) safe transpor-

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar.
Photos and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before the event.

tation home.

www.SoberRide.com.

SUNDAY/NOV. 6

WRAP’s 2022 Halloween SoberRide
promo code will be posted at 3
p.m. on Saturday, October 29 on

"The Oldest Hatred; Fighting Back.”

11 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Via Zoom.
The Generations After, an orga-
nization primarily comprised of
children of Holocaust survi-
vors, as well as survivors, and
grandchildren of survivors, will
present a program on antisem-
itism. “The Oldest Hatred;
Fighting Back” will feature

SEE BULLETIN, PAGE G
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John Hoota, volunte c1ef, Mcan VFD and
staff at Station #1

PHOTOS BY MERCIA HOBSON/THE CONNECTION

A

Engine 401 pulls into the station after a call.

Open Houses Held at

Local Stations

From Pace 3

Hootman said that all ambulances in the county
have stair chairs. They have belted treads that allow
the operator to glide the patient down the stairs, re-
lieving strain on the EMS personnel’s backs. The com-
bination of tools enables a more efficient approach
to assist community members. “All those tools come
together and make it much more effective,” Hootman
said.

Hootman addressed high rise buildings, and said
that very modern fire alarm systems, such as those
installed in new buildings with more than six stories,
will alert occupants to shelter in place or evacuate.
National building codes require automated HVAC sys-
tems for more recent structures to either shut down
or pressurize stairwells to keep smoke out, allowing
people to evacuate via the stairs. In addition, alarm
systems may activate on a subset of floors but not the
entire structure. That is because if someone is below
the fire, it may not be necessary to evacuate them first.

“You want to get the people from the most affected
area out first. If you are well above it, that might not
be as big of a problem because of the fire ratings of
the stairwells and things like that. It behooves an in-
dividual in a high rise to understand where they are
living and working,” said Hootman.

“The theme for this year is to plan your escape.
Know multiple ways out of your building, how your
building works, and the expectations, especially in a
work setting.”

Fairfax County residents can get free battery-pow-
ered smoke alarms by contacting their local Fairfax
County Fire and Rescue Department (FRD) station,
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

calling 703-246-3801, or emailing fire.smokealarms@
fairfaxcounty.gov.

Station #12, Great Falls
Volunteer Fire Department

To achieve its responsibility, each station has differ-
ent equipment based on factors such as its communi-
ty’s terrain, access to public water, types of roads, and
building heights. According to Fire Chief Frank Smith,
volunteer president and paramedic, the mission at
Fairfax County Fire & Rescue Station #12 Great Falls
Volunteer Fire Department is broader and slightly dif-
ferent than other stations.

“We don’t have fire hydrants, so we have tankers.
We take our water to a fire, for example. We also
spend a lot of time supporting the topography of the
area. We have four-wheel-drive vehicles and brush
trucks for fighting smaller fires, usually in off-road
areas. Even our ambulances are four-wheel-drive,”
Smith said. He added that a snow plow is part of their
equipment because they plow their way to patients on
the back roads of Great Falls.

Because Great Falls is adjacent to Maryland’s Poto-
mac River, Station #12 often responds to areas of the
river around Great Falls along with the Montgomery
County, Maryland departments. Station # 12 uses its
boats to take people off the rocks or if they go down to
a place where they cannot come back up. Along Ma-
ther Gorge, the water can look calm, tempting waders
pulling them into currents below the surface.

“Yes; the river belongs to Maryland, but we work
pretty well with them on being able to get down there.
It’s all about the person in the river, not who’s got the
territory,” Smith said.

Sty Y aky

Waterfront Cabin on 3 Acre Spring Fed Lake

Enjoy the quiet from
the dock or from the
Old Town kayak in
the spring fed water

at this serene lakefront cabin
during the day or under
starry skies on clear nights

Even throw a line for
cafch and release fishing

Vacation property borders
Blue Ridge Parkway,
Milepost 180, southwest Virginia,
six hours from DC.

Less than hour from
Andy Griffin’s Mayberry in
Mount Airy, NC and Virginia Tech
in Blacksburg.

Option for Larger
Farmhouse Sleeps 10

Smaller and Cozy
Lakefront Cabin Sleeps 5

Or reserve both! Visit the web for more details and photos

Search Mayberry Mountain Meadows at Airbnb and/or VRBO
hitps://mmmliakeretreat.weebly.com/the-white-house.html
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Slowing Real Estate Market

ocal markets are experiencing de-
clines in housing sales, according to
the Northern Virginia Association of
Realtors.

September continued the recent trend
with a steep decline in housing sales, a result
of rising interest rates, seasonal demand,
and limited inventory. These conditions did
not prevent home prices from going up,
with the median cost climbing 4.1% from
last year, according to the Northern Virginia
Association of Realtors (NVAR).

“Market forces are at work, resulting in
fewer transactions. However, demand for
homes in the DC-area is causing prices to
still slowly rise, keeping sellers in charge but
giving buyers a little more of a voice,” Thai-
Hung Nguyen, NVAR Secretary/Treasuret,
and Realtor, Better Homes & Gardens Real
Estate Premier.

The number of closed sales in September
2022 was 1,442 units, down 30% compared
to September 2021 and down 17.7% com-
pared to August 2022. The number of closed
sales is also down compared to pre-pandem-
ic September 2019, when there were 1,578
closed sales.

The time it took to sell a home also in-
creased. The average days on the market
in September 2022 was 25 days, up 19.1%
compared to September 2021 when it was
21 days. Although it took longer, supply was
still low.

The month’s supply of inventory for Sep-
tember 2022 was 1.2 months, up slightly
from August 2022 when the month’s supply
was 1.1 months but down 3.1% from Sep-
tember 2021. It remains a seller’s market,
but homebuyers have a little more power.

Home prices — along with interest rates
— continued to climb, meaning buyers paid
more for the purchase and the financing. The
median sold price for a home in September
2022 was $619,142, up 4.1% compared to
September 2021. This is also a significant in-
crease compared to the (pre-pandemic) Sep-
tember 2019 median sold price of $510,000.
However, it was less than August’s median
price of $627,500.

“Northern Virginia’s bustling economy
due to tech and government drive demand
for housing. Interest rates are making it
more expensive to buy homes, but lack of
available product is really tempering growth
and driving up prices. For both buyers and
sellers, having a Realtor will help ensure
a smoother process with the best outcome
in this changing and unique market,” said
NVAR CEO Ryan McLaughlin.

The Northern Virginia Association of Re-
altors reports on home sales activity for
Fairfax and Arlington counties, the cities
of Alexandria, Fairfax and Falls Church and
the towns of Vienna, Herndon and Clifton.
Below is August 2022 regional home sales
compared to August 2021 for Northern Vir-
ginia with data derived from Bright MLS as
of Oct. 1, 2022 (total sales and listings may
not include garage/parking spaces):

The sold volume in September 2022 was
$1,015,036,083, down 28.3% compared to
September 2021.

The average sold price for a home in Sep-

G % VIENNA/OAKTON / McLEAN CONNECTION
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AVERAGE
$697,246
+1.3%

NVAR
REGION

FAIRFAX

COUNTY +2 1%

AVERAGE
$717,825
+18.6%

FAIRFAX
CITY

FALLS

CHURCH +10.7%

AVERAGE
$676,220
-6.8%

ARLINGTON

AVERAGE
$615,804

ALEXANDRIA
+2.1%

tember 2022 was $697,246, up 1.3% from
the previous September and significantly
more than September 2019 (pre-pandemic),
when the average sold price was $600,398.

The number of active listings in Septem-
ber 2022 was 2,366, down 16.57% from

% OcTOoBER 19-25, 2022

AVERAGE
$709,595

AVERAGE
$965,818

September 2022 vs. September 2021

HOME SALES
1,442
-30.0%

MEDIAN
$619,142
+4.1%

MEDIAN
$630,000
+5.2%

HOME SALES
1,051
-31.4%

MEDIAN HOME SALES
$664,500 24
+14.6% -35.1%

MEDIAN = HOME SALES
$960,000 11
+19.6% -45.0%

HOME SALES
208
-14.1%

MEDIAN
$557,500
-13.6%

MEDIAN
$493,500
-9.6%

HOME SALES
148
-35.4%

September 2021.

September pending sales, an indication
of future activity, were 1,386, down 34.4%
compared to last year.

Read more about the NVAR region hous-
ing market at NVAR.com/public

BULLETIN BOARD

From Pace 4

guest speakers Mark Weitzman and
Jonah Cohen. Mark Weitzman is Chief
Operation Officer of the World Jewish
Restitution Organization. He previous-
ly served as Director of Government
Affairs for the Simon Wiesenthal
Center. Weitzman spearheaded the
International Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance’s (IHRA) 2016 adoption of the
Working Definition of Antisemitism.
Cohen is the director of communica-
tions for the Committee for Accuracy
in Middle East Reporting and Analysis
(CAMERA). His articles on Jews, Isra-
el, and human rights have appeared
in numerous publications. Following
the program, The Generations after
will hold their annual meeting and
elections, at approximately 12:15 PM.
To register for the program and/or the
annual meeting, copy this link:

The Oldest Hatred; Fighting Back, Nov
6,11 AM ET + Annual Meeting/Elec-
tions, 12:15 PM | Cognito Forms

SUPPORT GROUPS

Parent Support Partners, a service of the
Healthy Minds Fairfax initiative, are
all parents who have received training
and are qualified to offer education,
support and assistance at no cost to
families or caregivers. They provide re-
liable information that families can use
in decision-making and are familiar
with services and resources that can
help families in distress. Visit www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/healthymindsfairfax
or www.nami-northernvirginia.org/
parent-peer-support.html.

The Shepherd’s Center of Northern Vir-
ginia Caregivers’ Support Group takes
place the first and third Tuesdays of
each month, 10-11:30 a.m. via Zoom.
This group is for caregivers of family
members with dementia. Meetings are
gently facilitated. For more informa-
tion and to get the Zoom link, contact
Jack Tarr at jtarr5@verizon.net or
703-821-6838.

Haven of Northern Virginia Support
Group. 703-941-7000, www.havenof-
nova.org or havenofnova@verizon.net.

Virginia Chronic Pain Support Group
Meets from 1:30-3 p.m. the 2nd
Wednesday of each month at Kaplan
Center for Integrative Medicine, 6829
Elm St., Suite 300, McLean. Group
leader, Jodi Brayton, LCSW. 703-532-
4892.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Assistance League of Northern Virginia is
an all-volunteer non-profit organiza-
tion that feeds, clothes and provides
reading assistance and books to
children in need. Assistance League’s
programs touch the lives of hundreds
of children in Fairfax and Prince
William Counties and the City of
Alexandria. There are many volunteer
opportunities for community members
to contribute to helping those in need.
To learn more, email info@alnv.org, or
visit www.alnv.org.

Volunteer Adult Mentors Needed. Help as-
sist the Department of Family Services’
BeFriendA-Child mentoring program.
The mentors provide opportunities for
companionship, guidance and support
to children who have been abused and
neglected, or who are at risk of abuse
and neglect. Contact Ibrahim Khalil at
Ibrahim.khalil@fairfaxcounty.gov or
703-324-4547.

Operation Paws for Homes, a Virginia
based 501(c)(3) organization seeks
volunteers, especially to foster dogs.
See www.ophrescue.org for informa-
tion and all volunteer opportunities.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



CAPPIES REVIEW

Katie Murchison, left and Brady Kastner

PHOTO BY BLAKE TiPPENS

“The Man Who Came to
Dinner’ at Langley High

By McKENZIE PHELAN
QuINCE ORCHARD HicH ScHooL

hat do a Hollywood star, a
Broadway composer, two pen-
guins, and an Egyptian sar-
cophagus have in common?
They all ended up at the Stanley household
for Christmas in Langley High School’s pro-
duction of “The Man Who Came to Dinner.”

“The Man Who Came to Dinner” was writ-
ten by George S. Kaufman and Moss Hart,
and opened on Broadway in 1939, with
multiple revivals since in both New York and
London. The farcical comedy follows Sheri-
dan Whiteside, an obnoxious radio person-
ality, as he spends a month as the guest of
the Stanley family after slipping on a patch
of ice outside the front door. The Stanleys,
and the rest of their small Ohio town, must
attempt to cope with “Sherry’s” outrageous
demands as the most wonderful time of the
year quickly proves to be anything but.

The show’s central figure was the man
himself, Mr. Whiteside, played by Conor
Farah. Farah kept the audience chuckling
through all three acts with his deadpan
delivery and excellent comic timing, devel-
oping a delightfully disagreeable character.
Despite his use of a wheelchair for the ma-
jority of the play, Farah’s performance incor-
porated plenty of movement, often to great
comedic effect. His interactions with his
secretary, Maggie Cutler (the brilliant Sarah
Hilton), were laden with both sardonic wit
and, towards the end of the play, genuine
tenderness. Hilton was a star in her own
right, balancing bitter cynicism with hope-
less romance while never losing her sense
of professionalism. Poised mannerisms and
a consistent transatlantic accent further ele-
vated Hilton’s refined performance.

Also of note was Ethan Bhatia as Bert
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Jefferson: a newspaper man, aspiring
playwright, and Maggie’s beau. Bhatia ap-
proached the role with earnestness and
good-natured humor, bringing both sensibil-
ity and levity to his scenes.

And rounding out the guest list were Scar-
lett Spano and Brady Kastner as Lorraine
Sheldon and Banjo, two larger-than-life
Hollywood personalities whom Whiteside
employs in his ridiculous schemes. Both
Spano and Kastner displayed remarkable
stage presence and were unafraid to make
bold choices for their characters, infusing
them with an uproarious sense of flamboy-
ance and fun.

The show’s comfortably cluttered set (de-
signed by Killian Korchnak, Victoria Scarpa-
to, Mo Rees, and Talia-Rose Dioro) imme-
diately transported audiences in the 1930s.
Patterned wallpaper and a grand staircase
added depth to the Stanley’s front room, and
pine trees visible just outside the windows
were the perfect touch to create a fully im-
mersive world onstage. The set’s festive col-
or scheme of reds, greens, and creams was
also present in the show’s costumes (created
by Logan Dooley, Evey Burnette, Hannah
Whalen, and Lorna Evans), which included
authentic midcentury pieces.

Costume changes, as well as shifts in hair
and makeup (Lily Bowers, Ashraya Suri, Jude
Quol, and Anna Cox), were used throughout
the show to reflect character development,
such as Maggie’s beginning to style her hair
down as she falls in love with Bert.

Though most high schools may be daunt-
ed by the idea of putting on a three-act
farce, Langley’s theatre department rose
to the challenge, and created a highly en-
tertaining production. With devoted actors
and a talented crew, “The Man Who Came to
Dinner” is an unforgettable romp filled with
plenty of Christmas cheer.

NIPSA coghid

Join us for virtual and in-person information sessions in
October, November, December, and January!

Celebrating

8

years of
Living
Langley

Your child’s school can be

QS. balanced.

At Langley, we create a curriculum that develops every child’s
intellect and emotional acuity in equal measure. Balanced
learning prepares students to think critically, tackle challenges,
and make good decisions.

THE LANGLEY SCHOOL

Where vital academics meet a deep respect for childhood
Preschool through grade 8 in Northern Virginia

Learn more at www.langleyschool.org

‘e

cDLINSCHCQOL

Knowledge Overcomes Boundaries
Gifted and Talented

EDLIN FAMILY

ACCEPTING NEW STUDENTS I GRADES K - 8™

\V,
Accelerated Curriculum
7/

Q. Q

qIMTF Social Emotional Learning Program

E\T’J’E‘ Low Student to Teacher Ratio
Schedule Your Tour Today!
www.edlinschool.com
703-438-3990
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ENTERTAINMENT

|

The Peking Acrobats will appear at The Alden Theater in McLean on Sunday, The Vienna Theatre Company will pesnt ”Do

Oct. 23, 2022.

Historical Society, in collaboration
with Arts Herndon, is pleased to
announce a unique exhibition
that will include many never seen
before unique photos of the town
of Herndon from the 1880-1930
time period. The exhibit will also

“Modern Illuminations — Knowl-
edge and Power,” at Reston Art
Gallery and Studios (RAGS) from
October 1 until October 30. Ev-
eryone is invited to meet Forsythe
when she is at the gallery for the
show’s opening weekend, October

NOW THRU OCT. 30

Fall Festival. At Reston Farm Garden
Market, 10800 Baron Cameron
Ave., Reston. The festival will run
Friday, Saturday and Sundays
September 24 to October 30 with
five 90 minute online ticketed

parent, children 2 and under free.
For times and tickets visit https://
www.restonfarm.com/fall-fest.

OCT. 1-30
“Modern Illuminations — Knowledge
and Power” by Rosemarie Forsythe.

sessions. Fall Festival hours are Presented at Reston Art Gallery 1 and 2. include artifacts from Herndon’s
Friday through Sunday 10:00 a.m. and Studios. Rosemarie Forsythe’s past. Exhibition Vi.SitOI.‘S will
to 11:30 a.m to 12:00 p.m. to 1:30 intricately detailed paintings OCT. 6-27 experience a special view of early

Herndon life, how our forefathers
and families lived and worked.
Visitors are invited to attend a
free reception at Arts Herndon on
October 14 at 6:30 p.m.

p.m., 2:00 p.m. to 3:30 p.m., and
4:00 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. to 6:30
p.m. $28 per child and $7 per

depicting symbols of knowledge,
strength, hope and resilience will
be presented in a featured exhibit,

Sights and Sounds of Early Herndon.
At Arts Herndon, 750 Center
Street, Herndon. The Herndon

OCT. 21-23

Great Falls Studios Art Tour. 10 a.m.
to 5 p.m. Great Falls Studios
represents independent artists
in Great Falls; including the 14
artists who rent studio space at
The Arts of Great Falls two shared
art studios: (1) The Artists’ Atelier
with 9 artists and (2) The Artists’
Loft with 5 artists. This year marks
the 19th Annual Great Falls Studios
Art Tour from Friday October 21-
Sunday October 23, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
each day. Visit https://greatfall-
sart.org/

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

OCT. 21 - NOV. 13

“Frankenstein.” At NextStop Theatre
Company, 269 Sunset Park Dr.,
Herndon. By Nick Dear, adapted
from the novel by Mary Shelley.
Celebrate Halloween season with
this thrilling stage adaptation of
Mary Shelley’s science fiction mas-
terpiece. Enter the dark world of
Victor Frankenstein, as he attempts
to decipher the secret of life by
creating a childlike, but grotesque
shadow of a human. Recommend-
ed for mature audiences. Visit
www.nextstoptheatre.org

¢ Electrical (ELE)

¢ Gas Fitting (GFC)

¢ Heating Ventilation and Air
Conditioning (HVA)

¢ Plumbing (PLB) "’”“"*ME
¢ Residential Building (RBC) ==

Free Estimates 703=-999-2929

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

8 % VIENNA/OAKTON / McLeaN CoNNECTION ¢ OCTOBER 19-25, 2022

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Angies list

OCT. 21-NOV. 5

"Doubt: A Parable.” 8 p.m. on Oct. 21,
22,28, 29; Nov 4, 5; and 2 p.m.:
Sundays: Oct 30, Nov 6. At Vienna
Community Center: 120 Cherry S.
SE, Vienna. “Doubt: A Parable,”
a play by John Patrick Shanley,
analyzes an instance of doubt and
suspicion in a Catholic school in
the Bronx in the 1960s. The play
tells the story of principal Sister
Aloysius’s suspicions about an
inappropriate relationship between
a priest and a young male student.
Visit the website: www.viennathe-

nothing until the job

is complete for the
past 17 years

ubt: A Parable” Oct. 21-Nov. 5 in Vienna'.'

atrecompany.org

SATURDAY/OCT 22
Food Drive for LINK Against Hunger.

10 a.m. to noon. At ArtSpace Hern-
don, 750 Center Street, Herndon.
Sponsored by the Herdon-Reston
Rotary. Drive up and they will
unload your car and take the items
to the food pantry and shelter.
Needed Items: Diapers in all sizes,
especially size 6; Shelf Stable Food
(canned soups, rice, legumes, pas-
ta, pasta sauce, canned fruits and
vegetables (except green beans);
Shelf stable veggies and fruits
such as apples, onions, potatoes,
etc.; Sanitary napkins, disposable
razors, shampoo, deodorant, soap,
toothpaste and toothbrushes, toilet
paper, cleaning products. Cash and
gifts cards (Giant, Target) always
accepted.

SATURDAY/OCT. 22
Harvest Time. 12-3 p.m. At Colvin

Run Mill, 10017 Colvin Run Road,
Great Falls. Spend a day in the
1800s and explore how local crops
were turned into food. Once the
farmers harvested their crops, they
sold their grain to the miller. Run
the sheller and help remove the
corn from the cobs. Then, watch
as the 20-foot water wheel powers
the historic Colvin Run Mill, grind-
ing corn into grits and cornmeal.
See the Colvin Run still and learn
how corn was also made into whis-
key. Call 703-759-2771.

SUNDAY/OCT. 23
The Peking Acrobats. 2 p.m. At The

Alden at McLean Community Cen-
ter, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
For the last 32 years, The Peking
Acrobats have redefined audience
perceptions of Chinese acrobatics.
They perform daring maneuvers
atop a precarious pagoda of chairs
and display their technical prowess
at such arts as trick-cycling, preci-
sion tumbling, juggling, somer-
saulting and gymnastics. They push
the limits of human ability, defying
gravity with amazing displays of
contortion, flexibility and control.

SATURDAY MORNINGS
Summer Programming for Kids. 9 a.m.

to 1 p.m. At Reston Museum, 1639

See CALENDAR, PAGE 9

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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From PAGE 8

Washington Plaza, Reston. Reston
Museum is launching new summer
programming for kids! Visit the
Reston Museum to participate in
fun and creative activities inspired
by Reston’s history. Program is

free and everyone will receive an
Explore Reston packet.

NOW THRU DEC. 31

Crafts for Kids. 10 a.m. to 12 noon.
At Reston Art Gallery and Studios,
11400 Washington Plaza W at
Lake Anne, Reston. Free, themed
art projects for children (with
guardian) are offered at Reston Art
Gallery and Studios every Saturday
from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. Visit the
website: www.restonartgallery.com

BULLETIN BOARD

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork wel-
come. Deadline is Thursday at noon,
at least two weeks before the event.

FREE HALLOWEEN

WEEKEND LYFT RIDES

Free safe rides will be offered to
would-be drunk drivers throughout
the Washington-metropolitan area
during this Halloween weekend.
Offered by the nonprofit Wash-
ington Regional Alcohol Program
(WRAP) the, 2022 Halloween
SoberRide program will be in
operation from 4 p.m. on Saturday,
October 29th and operate until 4
a.m. on Sunday, October 30th as a
way to keep local roads safe from
impaired drivers during this tradi-
tionally high-risk period.

During this 12-hour period, area resi-
dents age 21 and older celebrating
with alcohol may download the
Lyft app to their phones, then enter
the SoberRide code in the app’s
“Payment” tab (under the “Add
Lyft Pass” option) to receive their
no-cost (up to $15) safe transpor-
tation home.

WRAP’s 2022 Halloween SoberRide
promo code will be posted at 3
p.m. on Saturday, October 29 on
www.SoberRide.com.

SUNDAY/NOV. 6

”The Oldest Hatred; Fighting Back.”
11 a.m.-12:15 p.m. Via Zoom. The
Generations After, an organization
primarily comprised of children
of Holocaust survivors, as well as
survivors, and grandchildren of
survivors, will present a program
on antisemitism. “The Oldest
Hatred; Fighting Back” will feature
guest speakers Mark Weitzman
and Jonah Cohen. Mark Weitzman
is Chief Operation Officer of the
World Jewish Restitution Orga-
nization. He previously served as
Director of Government Affairs
for the Simon Wiesenthal Center.
Weitzman spearheaded the Inter-
national Holocaust Remembrance
Alliance’s (IHRA) 2016 adoption
of the Working Definition of An-
tisemitism. Cohen is the director of
communications for the Commit-
tee for Accuracy in Middle East
Reporting and Analysis (CAMERA).
His articles on Jews, Israel, and
human rights have appeared in
numerous publications. Following
the program, The Generations after
will hold their annual meeting and
elections, at approximately 12:15
PM. To register for the program
and/or the annual meeting, copy
this link:

The Oldest Hatred; Fighting Back, Nov

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

SATURDAYS UNTIL DECEMBER

The Reston Farmers Market (spon-
sored by the Fairfax Co. Park
Authority) will take place at Lake
Anne Village in Reston from 8
a.m.-noon. SNAP beneficiaries re-
ceive up to $20 match. Visit http://
restonfarmersmarket.com/

MCLEAN FARMERS MARKET

The McLean Farmers Market opened
for the 2022 season on May 6th,
at Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain
Bridge Road, McLean. The market
will run every Friday from 8 a.m.
to noon through Nowv. 11. Local
farmers and producers will sell
fresh produce and fruits; breads
and pastries; prepared foods;
meats: herbs; flowers, and more.
All products are grown or pro-

6,11 AM ET + Annual Meeting/
Elections, 12:15 PM | Cognito
Forms

SUPPORT GROUPS

Parent Support Partners, a service
of the Healthy Minds Fairfax
initiative, are all parents who have
received training and are qualified
to offer education, support and
assistance at no cost to families or
caregivers. They provide reliable
information that families can use
in decision-making and are familiar
with services and resources that
can help families in distress. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/healthy-
mindsfairfax or www.nami-north-
ernvirginia.org/parent-peer-sup-
port.html.

The Shepherd’s Center of Northern
Virginia Caregivers’ Support Group
takes place the first and third
Tuesdays of each month, 10-11:30
a.m. via Zoom. This group is for
caregivers of family members with
dementia. Meetings are gently
facilitated. For more information
and to get the Zoom link, contact
Jack Tarr at jtarrS@verizon.net or
703-821-6838.

Haven of Northern Virginia Support
Group. 703-941-7000, www.
havenofnova.org or havenofnova@
verizon.net.

Virginia Chronic Pain Support Group
Meets from 1:30-3 p.m. the 2nd
Wednesday of each month at
Kaplan Center for Integrative
Medicine, 6829 Elm St., Suite 300,
McLean. Group leader, Jodi Bray-
ton, LCSW. 703-532-4892.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Assistance League of Northern Virginia
is an all-volunteer non-profit or-
ganization that feeds, clothes and
provides reading assistance and
books to children in need. Assis-
tance League’s programs touch the
lives of hundreds of children in
Fairfax and Prince William Coun-
ties and the City of Alexandria.
There are many volunteer oppor-
tunities for community members
to contribute to helping those in
need. To learn more, email info@
alnv.org, or visit www.alnv.org.

Volunteer Adult Mentors Needed. Help
assist the Department of Family
Services’ BeFriendA-Child mentor-
ing program. The mentors provide
opportunities for companionship,
guidance and support to children
who have been abused and ne-
glected, or who are at risk of abuse
and neglect. Contact Ibrahim Khalil
at Ibrahim.khalil@fairfaxcounty.
gov or 703-324-4547.

Operation Paws for Homes, a Virginia
based 501(c)(3) organization seeks

duced by the vendors and come
from within 125 miles of Fairfax
County. For more information, see:
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/farmersmarkets/

HERNDON FARMERS MARKET
Thursdays through Nov. 3, 8 a.m. to

12:30 p.m. 765 Lynn St., Herndon,
VA, 20170 https://www.fairfax-
county.gov/parks/farmersmarkets/
herndon

GREAT FALLS FARMERS MARKET
The Great Falls Farmers Market

Outdoor Market is open Satur-
days, 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., 778 Walker
Road, Great Falls. For vendors and
weekly highlights see https://www.
greatfallsfarmersmarket.org/

volunteers, especially to foster
dogs. See www.ophrescue.org
for information and all volunteer
opportunities.

RSVP a volunteer network for seniors

seeking service opportunities

in and around Fairfax County,
Arlington County and the City of
Alexandria, offers a wide array of
opportunities for volunteers 55
and older. RSVP volunteers enjoy
flexible schedules, free accident
and liability insurance while
serving, optional mileage and meal
reimbursement and are invited

to volunteer group projects and
social gatherings. To sign up for an
upcoming orientation, email Carly
Hubicki at chubicki@volunteerfair-
fax.org or call RSVP at 703-403-
5360. To learn more about RSVE
visit www.rsvpnova.org.

Shepherd’s Center of McLean-Arling-

ton-Falls Church, 1205 Dolley
Madison Blvd., McLean continues
to have an urgent need for new
volunteers to help area senior citi-
zens get to and from their medical
and therapy appointments. To find
out more about the Shepherd’s
Center and how you can volun-
teer to provide transportation and
other services, call the Center at
703-506-2199 or e-mail the Center
at info@scmafc.org. The Center’s
website is www.scmafc.org.

Master Gardener Training. The Fairfax

County Master Gardener Associa-
tion offers plant clinics, home turf
training or speakers for homeown-
er’s meetings. Fees vary. Visit fair-
faxgardening.org or call MG Help
Desk at 703-324-8556 for more.

Volunteers Needed. PRS is looking for

empathetic and caring volunteers
to make phone calls to older
adults who may be feeling socially
isolated. The commitment is one
3-hour shift per week for one year.
Located in Arlington. Ages 21 &
up. Intensive training provided.
Learn more and apply: prsinc.org/
carering-volunteering/. Questions?
Email Ipadgett@prsinc.org.

The Northern Virginia Long Term Care

Ombudsman Program needs vol-
unteer advocates for residents in
nursing homes and assisted living
facilities. Contact Lisa Callahan at
703-324-5861, TTY 711 or email
Lisa.Callahan@fairfaxcounty.gov.
Also visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
dfs/olderadultservices/ltcombuds-
man/.

Fairfax County needs volunteers to

drive older adults to medical ap-
pointments and wellness programs.
For these and other volunteer
opportunities, call 703-324-5406,
TTY 711 or visit www.fairfaxcoun-
ty.gov/olderadults and click on
Volunteer Solutions.

Here’s What’s
Happening

Presented by The Alden

The Peking Acrobats®
Featuring The Shanghai Circus
Sunday, Oct. 23, 2 p.m.

$40/$30 MCC district residents
$35 seniors, students

MCC Governing Board
Wednesday, Oct. 26, 6:30 p.m.

All Governing Board meetings
are open to the public.

Performing Arts Documentary
Thursday, Oct. 27, 1 p.m.

Free admission

Learn a little about the performing
arts through these one-hour (or so)
documentaries.

Calling All Ghouls & Goblins!

OFC's Festival of Frights &
Trunk or Treat
Saturday, Oct. 29, 5-10 p.m.

Free admission.
Preregistration is required.

Old Firehouse Teacher Workday Trip

OFC Thrills & Chills Day
Monday, Oct. 31, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

$60/$50 MCC district residents

77 The McLean K1 % @mcleanvacenter
b Community Center
www.mcleancenter.org mcleancenterva

Home of The Alden Theatre
www.aldentheatre.org

1234 Ingleside Ave. McLean, VA 22101
703-790-0123
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Carlng fOI’ next spring's Your First Application

perfect lawn starts now.

AMERICA’S #1

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-942-6217

*Special price is for first lawn application cnly. Reguires purchase of annual plan, for new residential
EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may
vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in con{uncnon with any other offer or discount.
Additional restnctions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. tPurchase of annual lawn plan
reguired far Heallhy Lawn Analysis, which is performead at the first visit. America’s #1 lawn care company
based on LS. market share professwna Iawn care companies. 2021 MMR Brand Health Tracker.

*Guarantee applies o annual plan customers anly. BBB accredited since 0//01, 2022 TruGreen

Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B- 012? B 0200 B-0151.

GENERAC
R - T

Prepare
for power
outages

today

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

Contact a Generac dealar forfull tarms and conditions

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

GENERAC

(844) 947-1479

7-Year Extended Warranty*

F RE E — A $695 Value!

*To qualify, consumers must request a quate, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating daalen Call for & full list of terms and conditions,

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

JFilter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

2 %+1 %

OFF OFF

Subject to credit appraval. €

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

C US TODAY FO
AAh'iEEEsm}{lETE 1-877-614-6667

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri- m EST ékLEAFHOM =

Q
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To ADVERTISE IN THIS PAPER, CALL BY MONDAY [1:00 aAM 703-778-9411

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE *1500°°

Employment

%WSM Walk-In Tubs

v"Backed by American Standard’s
150 years of experience

v Ultra low ease of entry and exit
v Patented Quick Drain® Technology

SOLUTIONS ARCHITECT
Snowflake Inc. has multiple positions
available in McLean, VA. Solutions Archi-
tect (Ref#6284486) - Local telecommut-
ing permitted. To apply, send resume and
transcripts w/ job title and Ref# 6284486
to resume@snowflake.com. EOE.

v Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND
installation, INCLUDING labor backed
by American Standard

v" 44 Hydrotherapy Jets for an
invigorating massage

Limited Time Offer-Call Today!

Absolute Real Estate WVENPPPREPE 3Upm at Hollday Inn Express

A"BTION 681 Flowmg Sprmgs Rd, Ranson, WV

Beautiful & Private!

45 Acres.in Harpers Ferry, WV

Wooded and private with views of the Shenandoah River! 3-car garage w/
unfinished apartment. 5Smi from Charles Town WV. 19mi from Leesburg VA

TRFAuctions.com | 434.847.7741 | Micah Torence #2449

Absolute ReaIEstate Wed, Nov.9, 12:30pm at Homewood Suites

A"BTION by Hilton, 4021 Wards Rd, Lynchburg, VA

Beautrful Central VA farm with Cape Cod home &7- slaII bamn. Event venue,
commercial, or development potential. 7mi from Lynchburg Regional Airport.

Details at TRFAuctlons com | 434.847.7741 | varFso1

Be a part of our:

Wellbeing pages, the first
week of every month.

Delight in our HomeLifeStyle
sections, the second week
of every month. Peek at the
top real estate sales, glimpse
over-the-fop remodeling
projects, get practical
suggestions for your home.

Celebrate students, camps,
schools, enrichment
programs, colleges and
more in our A-plus:
Education, Learning,

Fun pages, the third week
of every month.

Senior Living, fourth week
of every month.

Questions?
E-mail sales@connection
newspapers.com or
call 703-778-9431

NEWSPAPERS

The Bath or Shower You‘ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

No Payments & No Interest

*1000 . -

for 18 Months™

CALENDAR
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Let us know
about an
upcoming event

Military & Senior Discounts Available

OFF
CALL NOW!I

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2022
BCi (844) 945-1631

*Includes product and labor, bakbub, shower or walk-in bub and wall suround. This prometion cannot be combined with any olher
offer. Other resiricions may apply. This offer expires 12/312022. Each dealership is independenty owned and operaled. **Third parly
financing is available for those customers who qualify. See your dealer for details. 82022 BCI Acric Ing

BATH &
SHOWER

connectionnewspapers.com/Calendar

Find us on Facebook
and become a fan!

www.Facebook.com/
connectionnewspapers

Newspapers & Onling
The Connection to Your Community

www.connectionnewspapers.com
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NEWS

Don’t Move Wood: Limit

the Spread of Invasive Pest

s the days turn cooler and short-

er, many Virginians are using fire-

wood to keep warm and spend

quality time with friends and fam-
ily.

While seemingly harmless, moving fire-
wood can enable the easy movement of de-
structive forest and agricultural pests. When
firewood is moved from one area to anoth-
er, the invasive emerald ash borer, spongy
moth, Asian longhorned beetle, and spotted
lanternfly often “hitchhike” to destroy crops,
infect more trees and sometimes even entire
forests.

Since it’s difficult to determine if firewood
is infested, the best option to keep Virgin-
ia’s forests and crops safe is to buy firewood
where you plan to burn it. A general rule
is to get firewood that’s at least local to
the county where it'll be used. If you heat
your home with firewood, harvest it local-
ly or purchase it from a reputable dealer in
compliance with state and regional firewood
regulations.

“Invasive insects and disease are a critical
threat to our forests,” said Virginia State For-
ester Rob Farrell. “When you buy firewood
near where you’ll burn it, you help protect
Virginia’s forests while supporting local
economies. Simple choices and a little plan-
ning can make a big difference in ensuring
Virginians will have forests to enjoy for gen-

erations to come.”

“Invasive insects and diseases can lurk
both inside and on the surface of firewood,
so transporting firewood can allow poten-
tially destructive and non-native organisms
to move hundreds of miles and start infes-
tations in new places,” said Joseph Guthrie,
Commissioner of the Virginia Department of
Agriculture and Consumer Services. “When
traveling from one location to another, nev-
er transport firewood to your destination

unless it is heat-treated and certified.”

Going camping? Make plans to buy fire-
wood when you get there or gather it on-
site (if permitted). If you have leftover
firewood, leave it behind when you go.
Packaged heat-treated (not kiln-dried) fire-
wood, which will have a seal of certification
from the U.S. Department of Agriculture or
a state agency is also a safe option. Certified
heat-treated firewood may be moved as long
as it remains sealed. Once the packaging
has been opened, it will attract insects and

should not be moved.

To find local firewood dealers across Vir-
ginia, visit Firewoodscout.org. For more
information on invasive insects in Virginia,
visit the Virginia Department of Agriculture
and Consumer Services website. For more
information about protecting trees from
tree-killing insects, visit https://www.dont-

movefirewood.org
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FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

ttend Town Hall Meetings on

SHAPE the Future of Aging — Oct.

31, Nov. 1, 4 and 10

Fairfax County, together with the cities

of Fairfax and Falls Church, is collecting
input to learn more about the aging ex-
perience in our area to plan for a more
aging-friendly community. Input will be
collected during town hall meetings to
inform the SHAPE the Future of Aging
Plan, a strategic plan for aging services.
Town hall meetings will be held Oct.
31, Nov. 1, Nov. 4 and Nov. 10. https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/old-
er-adult-survey

Community Assessment Survey for
Older Adults

Fairfax County, together with the
cities of Fairfax and Falls Church, con-
tinues to collect input to learn more
about the aging experience in our
area to plan for a more aging-friendly
community.

The Community Assessment Survey
for Older Adults (CASOA) was sent to
a scientifically random sample of adults
ages 50 and older in early 2022.

SHAPE the Future of Aging Town Halls
The plan includes collecting additional

Future of Aging

input from the community. If you would
like to attend an upcoming town hall
meeting, please register:

Monday, Oct. 31, 2022 - Register

10 to 11:30 a.m.

Reston Community Center - Rooms 1,
2,3&4

2310 Colts Neck Road

Reston, VA 20191

Tuesday, Nov. 1, 2022 - Register

10 to 11:30 a.m.

Hybla Valley Community Center -
Gymnasium

7950 Audubon Avenue

Alexandria, VA, 22306

Friday, Nov. 4, 2022 - Register

1:30 to 3 p.m.

Fairfax County Government Center -
Room 120-C

12000 Government Center Pkwy

Fairfax, VA 22035

Thursday, Nov. 10, 2022 - Register

1:30 to 3 p.m.

Annandale Heritage Center — Rooms
A&B

7611 Little River Turnpike

Annandale, VA 22003

Your input from the town hall
meetings will be used to help inform
the SHAPE the Future of Aging Plan, a
strategic plan for aging services.

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

K &D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated
Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Hot Tubs, etc... lektrkman28@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage

((O ProDrainage
. Ec‘a-.l'l."lu.»d-l;'.Landsca;oe Dﬁh;ge Exu'rfs
Drainage, Erosion, L ' Patios, g Walls & More
Your Neighborhood Company since 19871
703-772-0500 www.Prodrainage.com

WA, Licansed Class A Contracior

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS. COM/SUBSCRIBE

We Need Your Help Again

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s

Ol Mlount Pernon Gasetre
KAt Coneri

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arfington County and Poto- The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in
mac, Md. along with affiiated websites and digital media. tum has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these
Now we need help again in 2022 local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
Each local newspapers mission aspires {o provide great-  ward into 2022
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year's The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise.
financial support from readers and supporters like you Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020, Some be-
bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us
and both made our survival possible. We now await a throughout, and many more have done what they can. In
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru- the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. Butwe _events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal ime  horizon in so many ways. Revenue stil remains short of
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you. expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs

Newspapers & Online

Please, help save these historical papers. Connection Newspapers has been offering these local
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless
Al gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and residents have grown up with these papers covering
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient significant moments in the lives of family and children,
employees, writers, contractors and suppilers. news, community events, school activiies, and even pic-

tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news- tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection
papers across the country, and our newspapers con- or historical connection that local papers like Connection
tinue to be at risk. Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide.
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust- If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria has been featured, you understand the value of local
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con- community newspapers

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street * Alexandria, VA ¢ 703-778-9431

Twinkle Lourie.
A Sad Talil.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

May she rest in peace. Our 10-year-old, white
domestic short haired cat was euthanized on
Thurs., Sept 29. A month or so prior, after not
eating for a few days, we took her to the emer-
gency veterinarian near our home. (As you may
or may not know, it’s nearly impossible to get
a time-sensitive appointment with a veterinar-
ian. They're all either too busy or short-staffed
and moreover, many are not even taking new
clients. And this often applies to the emergency
veterinarians as well.) And so, it was for Twinkle.
Fortunately, we were existing clients. Otherwise,
we would have been turned away, as the sign
posted on their day informed, referring us to oth-
er emergency veterinary practices, all of which
were hours away and who were totally unfa-
miliar to us and with our animals. Twinkle was
admitted that first day and the evaluating process
began. A few days and a few thousand dollars
later, we received the very distressing news:
cancer. Twinkle had a tumor near her heart. Her
prognosis was not very encouraging.

Nevertheless, we took her home and for the
next week or so and followed the pill regimen as
directed. For a few days, there was marginal im-
provement, but soon thereafter, Twinkle reverted
to her non-eating ways, even though she was on
an appetite stimulant and was receiving steroids
as well to treat her tumor. (Steroids have a side
effect of increasing appetite.) If this combination
didn’t cause Twinkle to improve/eat, we were
advised that Twinkle’s survival was very much in
doubt and perhaps we might be considering her
quality of life at that point. We couldn’t believe
what we were hearing. It all happened so fast,
and so unexpectedly. The three of us returned
home and then began to organize and plan for
Twinkle’s next week — or less.

After another few days of Twinkle’s contin-
ued decline at home despite following doctor’s
orders — and then another interim visit to the
emergency vet. for a B-12 shot (to try again
to boost her responses which ended up not
helping), we decided that this situation/deterio-
ration wasn't fair to Twinkle and so we made the
difficult decision to end her suffering. | spent the
last few hours of her life lying in bed with her
reassuring and comforting her as best | could.
Eventually, Dina came upstairs and suggested
that it was probably time to go; that the waiting
was too difficult, and that somehow, we needed
to move forward, for all our benefits, especially
Twinkle’s.

We called ahead to the emergency veterinar-
ian to let them know our decision and that we
were on our way and that we lived five minutes
away. Sure enough, they were ready for our
arrival and quickly escorted all of us into an ex-
amining room. The vet. was kind and caring and
couldn’t have been nicer as she explained the
process to us. Dina and I both held Twinkle has
the vet injected the two medicines that would
gently put her to sleep and ultimately end her
life. When it was over, the vet. asked if we’d like
some time alone with Twinkle, which of course
we said we would. After we got our bearings
and the vet. returned, she took Twinkle away to
“prepare” her. At that point, we went back out to
the waiting room, sat down, and waited to take
Twinkle home.

Within 15 minutes or so, the vet. came out
carrying a cardboard box — with Twinkle inside.
It had her name on it and some pretty artwork
as well. We took her home and kept her in the
house that first night. We didn’t want to leave
her alone outside or in the car. We wanted her to
spend her last night in the house with us. During
that night, we decided when and where to bury
her.

Twinkle was buried the next day on our prop-
erty, “Beliacres” next to her two older siblings,
Biscuit and “Chino” who preceded her in death.
They're all buried close to the house so we can
visit them often, which we do. Their graves are
marked with stones. I miss Twinkle terribly. She
had bonded with me alone as white cats do,
according to an article Dina had read; and soon
we were inseparable; during the day in my home
office and at night, in bed. She was my cat, just
as “Chino” (her brother) had been.

The last three weeks have been difficult for
me. | feel cheated by her premature death. The
loss is palpable. Something (Twinkle) is most
definitely missing from my life.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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JD CALLANDER

Direct: (703) 606-7901 #1 Agent Companywide
Office: (703) 821-1025 Top 1% Realtors Nationwide
JDCallander@gmail.com NVAR 90+ Million Dollar Sales Club
www.newNOVAhome.com #1 Virginia Agent 2020 - NEWSWEEK

JD Sold More Homes Last Year
in 22101 Than Any Other Agent!

Per MLS

L=l L]

2204 Beacon Lane, Falls Church

*GORGEOUS & EXPANSIVE* 6BR/5.5 BA
£ %, home on 4 finished levels w/ over 6500 fin sq. ft at
; the end of cul-de-sac. This home features a

= 5 e spacious floor plan; sparkling hdwds; high ceilings;

== SRl stone fireplace in family room; gourmet kitchen w/

=== large breakfast area & sunroom with a wall of WASHINGTUNIAN
* | windows. Primary BR suite with gas fireplace;

large picture window, large luxury BA. Attractive
fenced .36/ acre lot. MclLean HS pyramid!

r : = 401 Meadow Lane, Falls Church City
-  *SPECTACULAR* 5BR/4.5 BA Craftsman-style
‘ == home built in 2014 in sought-after FCC location!
—— : A This like-new custom luxury home features spar-
g kling hdwd floors throughout the main level; stylish
B plantation shutters; modern gourmet island kitchen
= W/ granite countertops; fam room off the kit in-
cludes gas frpl w/ walkout to large screened-in

porch. This gorgeous home is situated on a lovely, 010 Tyndale Street
level, .27/acre lot. Falls Church City Schools! McLean, 22101

Offered for...$1,124,900
1930 Relda Court, Falls Church

s *BEAUTIFUL* 4BR/3 BA home on 2 levels
@ situated on a beautiful lot with mature trees on cul
% -de-sac. This home is filled with tons of natural
4 light w/ several skylights on main living area;
inviting floorplan with hardwoods on main level;
gourmet kitchen; great screened porch and deck g 2
area off kitchen. UL primary BR is very spacious, 1562 Forest Villa Lane
attached primary BA w/ large storage and washer/ McLean, 22101
4 dryer. Haycock, Longfellow, McLean Schools! $1,525,000

Under
Conftract!

=l

.

1625 N. Albemarle Street 281 Gundry Drlve I 1858 Patton Terrace 1639 Macon Street 1819 Deer Drive
McLean, 22101 Falls Church, 22043 McLean, 22101 McLean, 22101 McLean, 22101
$3,900,000 $749,990 $1,900,000 $2,215,000 $1,150,000

We’re seeing multiple contracts and escalations! Call to chat with JD today!
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