
Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Chief John Butler and Fairfax County Board of Supervisors Chairman Jeff McKay join volunteers at the Firefighters and 
Friends to the Rescue coat distribution day Oct. 20 at Penn Daw Fire Station 11.
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F
airfax County Fire and 
Rescue Chief John But-
ler, Board of Supervisors 
Chairman Jeff McKay and 

Mount Vernon District Supervisor 
Dan Storck joined first responders 
from throughout Northern Virginia 
to help distribute more than 3,000 
new coats destined for children in 
need as part of the Oct. 20 Fire-
fighters and Friends to the Rescue 
annual coat drive.

Held at Fire Station 11 in the 
Penn Daw section of the Route 1 
corridor, Butler, McKay and Storck 
helped prepare coats that were dis-
tributed to representatives of more 
than 60 schools, shelters and non-
profits.

For the first time since 2019, 
children from the Mount Ver-
non Head Start program in Gum 
Springs were able to attend in 
person, something Storck said he 
missed in those years.

“Seeing the kids coming through 
and trying on the coats gives all of 
us a chance to connect with them 
and really see the joy and the ex-
citement in their eyes,” Storck said 
of the 180 children that participat-
ed in person this year.

Added Battalion Chief Willie 
Bailey, “Bringing the children back 
after two years of COVID was a 
welcoming sight for the volun-
teers. 

They truly enjoy assisting the 
kids with choosing a coat and it 
brought back some normalcy to 
our annual event after the pan-

demic.” 
Bailey founded the Firefighters 

and Friends to the Rescue non-
profit as part of a holiday toy drive 
more than two decades ago. The 
coat drive began 17 years ago.

“This is the 17th year distribut-
ing coats to the community,” Bailey 
said. “We have come a long way. 
The first few years we gave away a 
few hundred used coats. Now fast 
forward 17 years later and with 
the help of Operation Warm we are 
providing thousands of new coats 
to families in need.”

Coats are obtained through 
the national nonprofit Operation 
Warm with local volunteers sorting 
and distributing to those in need 
throughout the region.

“When we are not running 911 
emergencies, we are trying to find 
other ways to help the communi-
ty,” Bailey said. “Today it was giv-
ing away thousands of new coats 
to deserving children. But it would 
not be possible if not for our spon-
sors who make generous donations 
so we are able to purchase the 
coats.”

Sponsors of the coat drive in-
clude: Operation Warm; Ken & 
Kelly Savittiere Family Fund; Apple 
Federal Credit Union; Local 2068; 
Progressive Firefighters of Fairfax; 
Jack Taylor Toyota; Nelson Alex-
ander Sr. Foundation; Nationwide 
Credit Corporation; Medocracy, 
Inc.; Fairfax County Federation of 
Teachers; Fairfax Education Asso-
ciation; Fire & Rescue Retirement 
Association; Primo Family Restau-
rant; SEIU; PROMAX Manage-
ment, Inc.; Caring Angels Therapy 

Operation Warm Thousands of new coats 
distributed to children in need.

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Bat-
talion Chief Wilie Bailey welcomes 
children from the Gum Springs Head 
Start program to the annual Firefight-
ers and Friends coat distribution day 
Oct. 20 at Penn Daw Fire Station 11.

A volunteer helps Gum Springs Head Start children show off 
their new coats at the Firefighters and Friends coat distribu-
tion Oct. 20 at Penn Daw Fire Station 11.

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Captain 
Clarence Dickens checks the fit of a 
child’s new coat at the Oct. 20 Fire-
fighters and Friends annual coat distri-
bution at Penn Daw Fire Station 11.

Mount Vernon Supervisor Dan Storck, left, joins Fairfax Coun-
ty Fire and Rescue Captain Clarence Dickens and Battalion 
Chief Willie Bailey in distributing coats to Gum Springs Head 
Start children Oct. 20 at Penn Daw Fire Station 11.

Dogs; Communities of Trust; Fair-
fax County Police Department; and 
the Mount Vernon Gazette.

“A new coat means so much to 

a child,” Bailey said. “It provides a 
child both physical and emotional 
warmth. It helps a student attend 
school, socialize with their peers 

and play outside with pride. And it 
reminds them that there are those 
in their community that care about 
their well-being and future.”
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but 
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria, 
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our 
Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Belle Rive | $3,499,000
A truly special opportunity to own a one-of-a-kind waterfront home on one of George Washington’s original farms. This stately and expanded Cape Cod was completely 
remodeled from top to bottom in 2017 and has breathtaking views of the Potomac River. On the main level, there is a formal living area with a gas fireplace, dining room, 
gourmet kitchen, family room with a wood-burning fireplace, a large screened-in porch with a third (wood-burning) fireplace, a mudroom, and a main level primary bedroom 
with en-suite bathroom. There is a delightful flagstone patio off the porch that overlooks a sprawling yard and a secondary brick patio with a built-in firepit. Stairs from the 
backyard lead down to a 275-foot pier with a dock and boathouse with a remote-controlled boat lift, power/electricity, water and WIFI. 4001 Belle Rive Terrace 
Tracy Dunn 571.212.3658 
www.tracybdunn.com

Alexandria
$949,000
This 3-bedroom, 
2.5-bathroom home in 
Beverley Hills is ready 
for a new owner! Newly 
renovated kitchen, 
remodeled basement 
and a large, fully 
fenced-in backyard. 412 
Tennessee Avenue

Jillian Keck Hogan Group 703.951.7655 
www.JillianKeckHogan.com

OPEN SAT 10/29 & SUN 10/30, 12-2

Del Ray | $1,525,000
4-bedroom, 3.5-bath craftsman home! Front porch 
leads into living room and separate dining room. 
Bright, open kitchen overlooks large family room with 
built-ins. Flat, private backyard. Primary bedroom with 
2 walk-in closets. 100 E Oxford Avenue
Jennifer Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

Rivergate
$1,485,000
Beautifully maintained, 
light-filled, 2,700-SF, 
4-level brick townhouse 
offers 3 bedrooms, 4.5 
baths, elegant living and 
dining area, spacious 
family room, enviable 
owner’s suite, lower 
level rec room, and 
gourmet kitchen. Partial 
river & park views rom 
the deck & patio. 119 
Montgomery Place

Annette Hinaman 571.216.4411
www.AnnetteHinaman.com

Old Town | $659,900
In the heart of Old Town, this 2-bedroom, 2-bath condo 
unit is a crown jewel set in an unbeatable location! 
Bright open living with in-unit washer/dryer. Dazzling 
roof-top terrace. One block from King St and everything 
Old Town has to offer! 1115 Cameron Street #311
Jillian Keck Hogan Group 703.951.7655 
www.JillianKeckHogan.com

OPEN 10/27, 5-7 | 10/29 & 10/30, 12-2

Old Town North
$350,000
Beautifully updated, 
top-floor, 2-bedroom, 
1.5-bath condo in 
Patowmack Crossing. 
Quiet, park-like setting. 
Renovated white 
kitchen. Stylish new 
baths. New windows, 
heating/cooling units, 
and refinished wood 
floors. Full size washer/
dryer. Easy parking. 
1630 W Abingdon #301

Sue Feinthel 703.819.1964
www.suef4homes.com

Alexandria/Waynewood | $849,900
Expanded 4-bedroom, 2.5-bath home, meticulously 
maintained and updated. Kitchen and all baths 
remodeled, plus great room addition with vaulted 
ceiling and fireplace. One block to Waynewood 
Elementary & 4 blocks to pool. 8413 Crown Place  
Pete Crouch 703.244.4024
Katie Garcia-Crouch 703.447.1345

OPEN SUN 10/30, 12-3

OPEN SUN 10/30, 2-4
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News

By Mike Salmon
The Gazette

T
he 7th annual Tour de Mount Vernon bike 
tour kicked off Saturday morning from the 
Workhouse Arts Center, and over 300 bicy-
clists showed up to join in a ride that is Su-

pervisor Dan Storck’s chance to show-off the sites and 

Annual bike ride gets more riders each year.

Tour de Mount Vernon  
Explores Mount Vernon Sites

Cyclists came from all over to participate in the Tour de Mount Vernon.

Dan Storck addresses the crowd before departing the Workhouse 
parking lot.

trails that make up the Mount Vernon District.
The bicyclists pulled out of the Workhouse park-

ing lot in shifts, traveling east on Lorton Road, stop-
ping at Gunston Hall, Pohick Bay, Fort Belvoir, and 
the Army museum before arriving back at the Work-
house for Sweet Potato Chili. For the braver cyclists, 
the longer 38-mile ride included Mason Neck and 
Hallowing Point.

Photos by Mike Salmon/Gazette

Viewpoints

What is the best thing about the 
ride through Mount Vernon?

“There’s some really nice roads to ride on, especially this time of year.” – Mike Short, 
Nickolas Short, Nathan Sanders

“The variety of trails, I’ll go wherever 
there’s a good bike ride.” – Cathy English, 
government employee, Woodbridge

“Trails are great, Mount Vernon Trail, the 
Fairfax County Parkway trail, it’s more 
about comradery.” – Greg Payne, Alexan-
dria resident, Navy veteran and ’83 Alum 
of the former TC Williams

“Beautiful trails, people respect the 
biking community so you feel safe out 
on the road.” – Jenni Lear, Alexandria 
resident, small business owner

“It’s beautiful, lots of historic sites and 
green space and lots of places to stop 
and have a beer and something to eat.” – 
Alexis Glenn, FABB secretary
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News

N
epenthe Gallery hosted a packed 
house Thursday, Oct. 13 with the 
opening of the “Enlightening” exhib-
it with works by the following artists: 

Monique Rollins, Judy Heiser, Gary Fisher, Eve-
lyn Dunphy, Jennifer Lian, Staci Katsias, Andreas 
Barrett, Cara Romero, Shima Shanti, Judith Judy, 
Debby Brisker Burk, Connie Conway, Renée C. 
Gage, John Thurman, Victoria Kovalenchikova, 
Anne Meagher-Cook, Barbara Januszkiewicz, 
Caroline Rufo, and Rubens Paiva.  

The exhibit features the dynamic and mon-
umental works from Delaware native, and It-
aly-based artist, Monique Rollins, who shared 
remarks about each of her pieces in the exhibit 
with an audience of over 75 people, including 
many of the other artists who had works in 
the exhibit.

Four of Monique Rollin’s monumental works 
are hanging at Nepenthe for the next month, and 
one of them will be at Nepenthe until January 
2023. 7918 Fort Hunt Rd., 571-347-7961

Enlightening Opening

Nepenthe Artists at opening of Enlightening Exhibit: (from left) Debby Brisker Burk, Gary Fisher, Jennifer 
Lian, Judith Judy, Monique Rollins, Renee C. Gage, Maremi Andreozzi, Maria Burke, and John Thurman

From left, Carrie Garland, owner Nepenthe Gallery; Monique 
Rollins, abstract artist from Wilmington DE—living and working in 
Florence Italy; Jim Garland, owner Nepenthe Gallery

Art lovers mingle at Nepenthe Gallery.

After the recent hiatus due 
to the pandemic, the Rotary 
Club of Alexandria invites you 
to attend its annual Taste for 
Giving on Saturday, Nov, 5, 
from 7-9:30 p.m. at the Atrium 
Building, 227 South Washing-
ton Street in Old Town. https://
alexandriarotary.org/taste-for-
giving-2022/

This annual fundraising 
event has the goal of raising 
over $60,000 to benefit Alex-
andria community charities and 
non-profit organizations. The 
Taste for Giving is a festive eve-
ning featuring the best of Alex-

andria’s restaurants, wine tast-
ing from local vineyards, raffles 
and auctions donated by local 
citizens and businesses. 

The Taste for Giving is a 
highlight each year and a 
wonderful way for the com-
munity to support service or-
ganizations which help the un-
derserved and disadvantaged 
residents of our community. 
This evening exemplifies the 
Rotary mission of “Service 
Above Self.” For more details 
and to purchase tickets visit 
https://alexandriarotary.org/
taste-for-giving-2022/ 

Alexandria Rotary Club  
15th Annual Taste for Giving, 
Back in PersonPuppy raisers for guiding eyes gathered with pup-

pies for a Pup Party at Sully Government Center for 
these young pups in training.

Guiding Eyes for the Blind provides guide dogs to 
people with vision loss. The journey from playful pup 
to professional Guiding Eyes dog takes up to three 
years and can cost up to $50,000 annually. The 501(c)
(3) nonprofit organization provides all services free 
of charge to people who are blind or experiencing vi-
sion loss. Guiding Eyes relies upon the contributions 
of  generous donors and volunteer puppy raisers to 
fulfill its mission.

Puppy Raisers care for and teach puppies to enjoy 
being with people and cultivate the confidence a fu-
ture guide dog needs. They provide hours of patient 
teaching and numerous socialization journeys over a 
12-to-16-month period before returning a well-social-
ized young adult dog to Guiding Eyes training staff 
for harness training and placement. guidingeyes.org

Howl-o-ween Fun for Local Guiding Eyes Puppies

Puppy raisers Janet Bartolotto (kneeling) and Ann 
Vernon, both from Mount Vernon, work with puppy 
Star while Tim McQuade from Alexandria and Jane 
Wilson from Manassas gathered with other raisers 
and puppies for a Pup Party at Sully Government 
Center for these young pups in training.

Gait Star Nomad Flint
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MountVernonLeeChamber.org

When you SHOP LOCALLY
you support an entire COMMUNITY,

not just a business.

Where Students Learn to 
Communicate E� ectively.

START STRONG.
START HERE.

Where Students Learn to 
Communicate E� ectively

START STRONG.
START HERE.

Join us for an OPEN HOUSE
Oct 29 • Nov 11 • Nov 29 • Nov 30 • Jan 5

www.acdsnet.org

GRADES K–8

F
Y 2022 Carryover Package

Following a public hearing at the Oct. 11 
meeting of the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors,  the board approved staff recommenda-

tions in the $199.6 million FY 2022 Carryover Package 
by a 9-1 vote. It reappropriates unencumbered obli-
gations, commitments, unexpended capital projects, 
and grant balances.  It included funding for one-time 
items not included in the Adopted budget. The review 
recommended allocations of $190.05 million, exclud-
ing federal stimulus funds carried forward. It left the 
board with a discretionary balance of $9.56 million 
to consider. https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/budget/
sites/budget/files/assets/documents/fy2022/carry-
over/fy-2022-carryover-package.pdf

Here are the two approved uses of the $9.56 million 
carryover funds.

v  Restrooms at FCPS School Stadiums: $7.5 million 
to support the construction of permanent restrooms at 
the15 FCPS high school outdoor stadiums. The county 
estimates that costs per site will range from $800,000 
to $1.2 million. Construction is a matter of equity, and 
there is an economic incentive. Permanent restrooms 
will attract more athletic competitions, thereby in-
creasing tourism revenue. The $7.5 million carryover 
funds and the School Board’s agreed contribution of 
50 percent of the required funds provide $15 million 
for the project. 

v $2.058 million for Employment Incentives Fund-
ing: The board approved the additional funding to 
support establishing a comprehensive hiring incen-
tive program for difficult-to-fill positions. This fund-
ing brings $4.1 million to the reserve for employee 
recruitment and retention. On Sept. 13, the Board au-
thorized the County Executive to grant up to $15,000 
in bonuses to new hires in difficult-to-fill positions, 
such as county police officers and mental health treat-
ment personnel.

The county is using the $190.05 million to strength-
en its reserves, meet its obligations, and fund its pri-
orities. Here are some of the non-recurring fundings. 

v $25,208 million will be set aside for the pedestri-
an and bicycle safety improvements capital fund. Per 
the board’s directive, new funding for County-wide 
pedestrian and bicycle safety improvements is tar-
geted at $100 million over approximately six years 
through FY 2027. https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
transportation/walk/projects

v $15 million is funded for the Construction Escala-
tion Reserve. Current cost estimates from professional 
consultants on many projects currently in design are 
trending approximately 20 percent higher than the 

previously approved budget. This is due to infla-
tion and disruptions to global supply chains for 

most basic raw materials.
v $10.7 million is to support continuing and new 

IT projects.
v $6.5 million is to fund Environment Energy Ini-

tiatives supporting solar and renewable energy instal-
lations.

v $5 million is for the Park Authority CIP Projects. 
The Park Authority has experienced project delays 
and, thus, a backlog of unsold bonds in addition to 
inflation and cost escalation on existing projects. 
Funding helps alleviate some pressure on the bond 
program, among other things.

Workforce Housing Actions
In a vote of 9-1, the board approved the Workforce 

Dwelling Unit Swap Agreement. It supports the con-
struction of Somos at McLean Metro, the affordable 
multi-family development in the heart of Tysons. 
There will be 453 affordable rental residential units. 

By a 9-1 vote, the board authorized the Fairfax 
County Redevelopment and Housing Authority to is-
sue a $3 million bond to provide supplemental financ-
ing to complete the Ovation at Arrowbrook develop-
ment at Innovation Station in Herndon. The bond 
will be repaid by the FCRHA from revenue from the 
project itself. There will be 274 affordable homes at 
Arrowbrook.

Actions to Improve Statewide Notification Process 
for Arrest of School Employees

Earlier this year, Fairfax County Public Schools offi-
cials learned of the arrest and conviction of an FCPS 
counselor. The school division realized that months 
before, an arrest notification had been sent from an-
other county to a non-working FCPS email address 
with no follow-up. Once aware, the division put the 
individual on leave, followed by termination.

Chairman Jeffrey McKay (D) presented a Board 
Matter, which the board approved, to send a letter 
to Gov. Youngkin and Virginia Sec. of Education Ai-
mee Guidera. The letter can be viewed on page 53 
of the Oct. 11, 2022, meeting materials. It addresses 
how Virginia handles information sharing regarding 
arrests or convictions. McKay explains the need to ac-
celerate Virginia’s inclusion in Rap Back. It is the FBI 
alert system when someone employed in the public 
trust enters the criminal justice system.

McKay says he supports legislation during the 2023 
General Assembly to modernize and ensure account-
ability. McKay asks the governor to close gaps by pro-
viding enhanced reporting guidance and procedures 
to law enforcement agencies and school systems 
around the state.

Highlights of County Government 
Actions in a 3-Minute Read
Week of October 11-18, 2022

www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Sign up forSign up for
FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION

to all of our papers
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Opinion

Let Us Know Your View
Connection Newspapers welcomes views on any public issue.

Letters must be signed. Include home address and home and business numbers; 
we will only print your name and town name. 

Letters are routinely edited for length, libel, grammar,
good taste, civility and factual errors.

Send letters
Online www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/letter/

By email: editors@connectionnewspapers.com
By mail to: Letters to the Editor The Connection 

1606 King St., Alexandria VA 22314
You can comment on our Facebook page or find us on Twitter

www.facebook.com/connectionnewspapers
https://twitter.com/alexgazette

https://twitter.com/mtvernongazette
https://twitter.com/followfairfax

By Free & Antiracist Minds

W
e witnessed a craven 
display of systemic 
racism at the Fair-
fax County School 

Board meeting on Thursday, Oct. 
20, 2022. The majority of the 
board did not vote for a resolu-
tion in support of antiracist and 
truthful teaching, and as a result, 
turned their backs on the many ed-
ucators who practice these critical 
academic components each day. 

The resolution was supported 
by: Fairfax Education Associa-
tion, Fairfax County Federation of 
Teachers, Fairfax County Council 
of PTAs, Fairfax County Special 
Education PTA, FCPS Pride, Fairfax 
County NAACP, and 4 Public Edu-
cation, among others. 

Instead of championing the clear 
will of the community, two board 
members proposed and ultimately 
passed a last-minute, deeply weak-
ened substitute resolution late on 
the day of their meeting, which re-
moved any real substance from the 
statement. Despite two months of 
outreach, multiple conversations 
with administration and school 

board members, and the support 
of a broad coalition of employee 
and community organizations, 
they chose a last-minute bait and 
switch. The substitute motion re-
moved large sections of critical 
language from the original, delet-
ing references to: 
v Supporting “curricular re-

sources to meet our students’ 
needs and the high expectations of 
our community around our histor-
ic truths, representative literature, 
critical thinking, and social justice” 
v Acknowledging “recent events 

have caused many FCPS educators 
and school-based administrators to 
fear that implementing these nec-
essary curricular improvements 
might lead to personal or profes-
sional harm” 
v Supporting “antiracist, equi-

ty- and justice- based classroom 
resources and pedagogy that meet 
the high aspirations of each and 
every one of our students and of 
the Fairfax County community.” 

The student representative, 
Michele Togbe, said it best: the 
amended resolution was “weak 
and hollow,” while the original lan-
guage “was strong and clear.” 

That testimony from the stu-
dent representative, a young Black 
woman, did not move the majority. 
The testimony of their two Black 
colleagues on the board did not 
move the majority. Weeks of advo-
cacy from across the community 
did not move the majority. When 
the chair called for a picture with 
community members to “cele-
brate” the hollowed-out substitute, 
no one from the audience moved 
to join them. 

On the eve of their election year, 
the Fairfax County School Board 
majority stood alone. They chose 
weakness and isolation from the 
most important employee and com-
munity groups in Fairfax County. 
They chose to kowtow to a minori-
ty right-wing pushback to potential 
progressive movement forward. All 
so that they could avoid speaking 
some truth about historic and sys-
temic racism; nevermind that stu-
dents, teachers, parents and com-
munity members have those tough 
conversations every day. Being an-
tiracist means consistently giving 
voice to injustice and inequities 
in voice and in deed and not just 
when it’s convenient. 

FAM’s work continues, with eyes 
wide open. We cannot look to this 
school board for leadership, even 
when the community clearly calls 
for it. We are pushing ahead on our 
calls for change. 

FAM applauds the three board 
members who remained steadfast 
and supported this community’s 
values last night by rejecting the 
amended resolution: Dr. Ricardy 
Anderson, Karen Keys Gamar-
ra, and Melanie Meren. FAM also 
thanks the organizations listed 
above, who helped advocate for 
the original resolution and op-
posed the unacceptable substitute. 

We are saddened by last night’s 
outcome, but more convinced of 
the great need to fight for a school 
system that truly respects the rich 
diversity of our community and 
the values we hold dear. 

Free & Antiracist Minds is a stu-
dent, parent, teacher, and communi-
ty led organization with the mission 
to dismantle the school-to-prison 
pipeline using antiracist, aboli-
tionist, and community-driven ap-
proaches to promote transformative 
public schools.

In Response to the Fairfax County School Board

By Del. Kenneth 
R. “Ken” Plum

The spectrum of color that 
makes up the fall foliage of 
Virginia reminds us of the 

beautiful state in which we live. 
While leaves are past their peak 
in color in the higher elevations of 
the Blue Ridge, Massanutten, and 
Allegheny Mountains, there re-
mains ample opportunities to en-
joy Mother Nature at her best with 
the range of colors that are present 
on the trees in our neighborhoods 
and in the lower elevations. Fall 
foliage viewing creates some traf-
fic backups on the roads leading to 
the mountains—the need to drive 
slower just gives you more time to 
enjoy the trees on the fence lines in 
the rural areas and the seedpods of 
endless varieties that appear this 
time of the year throughout the 
countryside.

If you want to spend the night 
you are likely to have difficulty 
finding a place. All those peo-
ple who last year found that they 
could not make a last-minute res-
ervation for a place on the Skyline 
Drive made a reservation earlier 
this year. Now you can make a 
note to make a reservation months 
ahead for next year. Remember 
that from Northern Virginia the 
Shenandoah National Park is 

Virginia’s Natural Beauty
just a couple of hours 
away with entrances 
off Route 340 and 211. 
Meditate or hike for a 
few hours, and you can 
still be back home be-
fore dark. If you choose 
to go a shorter distance, 
consider Sky Meadows 
State Park off Route 7 
west a little more than 
an hour. It has one of the best views 
of the Piedmont of Virginia, and it 
will be extra special with seasonal 
colors this time of year. Also about 
an hour away is the Shenando-
ah River State Park on Route 340 
past Front Royal. It is located on 
the bends of the South Fork of the 
Shenandoah River, and this is peak 
time for its fall foliage colors.

I have a special feeling for the 
Shenandoah National Park and 
the Skyline Drive as I lived and 
worked at Skyline Lodge during 
two summers while I was in high 
school. The Park was the first Na-
tional Park in the eastern part of 
the country, and its establishment 
meant the relocation of hundreds 
of families that had lived in the 
mountains for decades. 

Talk with any locals there, and 
you can hear the resentment felt 
by those who were made to leave 
the mountains as challenging as 
their life may have been there. 

The roads, trails, and 
beautiful roadside walls 
were built by Civil-
ian Conservation Corp 
workers during the 
Great Depression. If you 
are going to the Park 
this time of year, go on 
weekdays if your sched-
ule permits. If you plan 

to hike check in advance to see if 
tickets are required on the trails 

you’ve chosen.
Enjoying the natural beauty of 

the Commonwealth reminds us 
that we must adopt public policies 
that will ensure that the pleasures 
we enjoy today can be enjoyed by 
our children and grandchildren in 
the future. That sometimes means 
making laws and regulations to 
protect our environment and leave 
us with a healthy and beautiful Vir-
ginia.

Plum
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By Susan Laume
Gazette Packet

A
n iconic theme of Hal-
loween is the haunted 
cemetery or graveyard. 
Graveyard superstitions 

abound with tales of lingering 
spirits of the dead who are said 
to have had a sad ending or un-
finished business, which delays 
their departure from the living 
world after death. Such tales are 
ripe fodder for scary story telling 
and costumes during the October 
celebration. A favorite holiday for 
many, Halloween, has awakened a 
whole industry segment of fright 
events. An entertainment website 
(https://www.virginiahaunted-
houses.com/) maintains a list of 
haunted houses and Halloween 
attractions in Virginia, includ-
ing nine haunted cemeteries or 
graveyards. At those nine grave-
yards, there have been reports of 
apparitions, unexplained sounds 
of footsteps and other noises, sud-
den temperature drops, and eerie 
feelings. Many include a sad story 
connected with someone interred 
there, or the cemetery is associated 
with a battleground. 

Most real cemeteries do not 
have a reputation for being haunt-
ed and instead are seen as the end 
of one’s journey on earth. They 
can, however, also provide a sense 
of forlorn continuance. And often a 
glimpse into history.

At a Lorton cemetery, called 
Stoney Lonesome, (not alleged 
to be haunted despite the eerie 
sounding name), sad stories and 
history combine. The 100-by-30 
foot plot, behind a Victorian-style 

wrought iron fence in a grove of 
cedar trees, now on private proper-
ty, is the final resting place of 50 to 
100 former inmates of the Lorton 
Workhouse and Prison. Indigent 
inmates who died at the prison 
were laid to rest here in hand-dug 
graves in rows of 10 to 14 in sim-
ple pine boxes made in the prison’s 
carpenter shop. The individual 
graves now are unmarked and 
the burial records long lost. The 
last burial here was likely in the 
1960s for the prison that operated 
between 1910 and 2001. At one 
time there could have been wood-
en name plaques attached to the 
coffins, but those names have since 
rotted away. Only some depres-
sions now are visible to mark the 
dead, and a few concrete markers 
thought to show manufacturers’ 

names, not names of the deceased. 
Red Cedar trees stand as sentinels 
over the grave site.

‘Cemetery’ is from the Greek 
word for ‘sleeping place;’ the term 
‘graveyard’ typically refers to a 
sleeping or resting place for the 
dead attached to a church. Red 
cedars, like those at Stoney Lone-
some, are typically planted at 
burial sites for their many years 
of growth. They are used so often 
that they have become known as 
“graveyard trees.” An early Amer-
ican superstition suggested trans-
planting of a red cedar would 
bring bad luck or early death. The 
Cherokee people consider the tree 
sacred for holding the spirit of an-
cestors. 

The men and women who died 
while imprisoned at Lorton Pris-

Local Cemetery Holds Sad History
Stoney Lonesome Cemetery served as a resting place for Lorton Prison/Workhouse 
indigent inmates until the 1960’s

The quiet small plot believed to hold 50 to 100 unmarked graves is surrounded by a wrought 
iron fence and the Red Cedar trees emblematic of cemeteries and church graveyards

Only depressions, no name headstones show the position of indi-
vidual graves, dug by hand.

A few cement markers with “Star 12” and “Vandyke” are thought to 
name manufacturers, not the dead buried here. on, without friends or family who 

could claim them, and without in-
dependent means to provide for 
their burial lay at Stoney Lone-
some. They would have died from 
disease, including the Spanish Flu 
which was rampant in 1918; or 
from fatal injuries or drowning, as 
they worked in Workhouse oper-
ations. Brick making kilns located 
near the river used clay materi-
al extracted from the Occoquan, 
providing the possibility of death 
by drowning, and other work in-
volved use of farm machinery 
with possibility for severe injury or 
death.

Only three men buried here are 
known: William Collins, who died 
October 18, 1943; James Plumb, 
died January 17, 1946; and Earl 
Mc Farland, executed July 9, 1946. 

McFarland, a 23 year old, heavi-
ly decorated Marine, was arrested 

in 1944 for the rape and murder 
by strangulation of 18 year old 
Dorothy Berrum of Haines Point in 
1940. After his arrest, he broke out 
of the D.C. jail by overpowering a 
guard and stealing his uniform. He 
was recaptured eight days later in 
Knoxville Tennessee. He was found 
guilty of the crimes and sentenced 
to death by electric chair. History 
reports that after a last breakfast, 
he walked to the chair himself, 
kicked off his shoes, lit a cigarette, 
and helped the guards adjust the 
wired helmet which would deliver 
its fatal electric dose. Fifty years 
after his execution, historian Irma 
Clifton reported receiving a call 
from McFarland’s family seeking 
to locate him to “bring him home.” 
His burial location within the cem-
etery had been lost by that time, so 
he remains there today surround-
ed by the cedar trees and history.
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See Bringing Life, Page 9

By Glenda C. Booth
Gazette Packet

T
he word “landfill” instantly con-
jures up mental images of smelly 
trash, jumbles of junk and garbage 
trucks crawling into the dump. Es-

pousing a “Making Trash Bloom” philosophy, 
Sustainability Matters is out to upgrade this 
classic landfill image and to transform these 
dump sites into vibrant habitats that support 
native insects, birds and other wildlife. Their 
goal is to replace traditional turf with plants 
that attract pollinators to an area that oth-
erwise would be an ecologically dead space. 
Historically, most landfills are covered with 
non-native turf grasses and are basically 
wastelands in terms of environmental quali-
ty, ecologists contend.

On Oct. 27, Sustainability Matters and 
Fairfax County officials will hold a rib-
bon-cutting on a new pollinator habitat proj-
ect at the county’s I-66 Landfill and Transfer 
Station on West Ox Road. Volunteers will 
hand plant seeds on just under an acre and 
plant almost another acre in the spring. “This 
is land that cannot be used for anything else, 
like buildings or growing crops,” says Sari 
Carp, Sustainability Matters founder and ex-
ecutive director. “And in Fairfax where there 
is so much development, pollinators, insects 
and wildlife are in desperate need of habitat 
so this is a chance to turn something that is 
essentially a hill of trash into a positive for 
the environment.”

Over one million people take trash to the 
I-66 landfill every year, so the project is also 
“a golden chance to reach non-traditional 
conservation audiences, like people who 
never go to an environmental center or wild-
life refuge,” says Carp. Another 12 million 
who drive by will see interpretative signage, 
she adds.

Eric Forbes agrees. “We see the new mead-
ow as a show piece of nature that will be vis-
ible as our residents drop off their recycling 
and food scraps.  Hopefully, visitors will see 
the meadow as something they can plant in 
their own yards or neighborhoods.” Forbes 
is the deputy director for the county’s solid 
waste management program.

The I-66 landfill project is number three 
for the organization. On October 16, 50 
volunteers hand seeded three plots at the 
Rappahannock County landfill near Warren-
ton. The group’s flagship project is at Virgin-
ia’s Shenandoah County landfill, started in 
2019. 

Why Make 
Landfills Bloom?

Today’s landfills are engineered facilities 
built to bury and dispose of residential and 
commercial solid waste. Sites must meet cer-
tain legal design, 
operation and clo-
sure requirements 
and are regulated 
in part to protect 
natural resources 
from leaking con-

Bringing Life to Landfills

More Information
https://sustainabilitymatters.earth 
http://bees.gmu.edu
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/results?q=Landfills 
https://pollinator.org

The pollinator habitat in bloom at the Lorton I-95 landfill.
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High school student Richard Malroy choreographed a seed-stomping dance and volunteers joined in the fun.

taminants like heavy metals, toxic chemi-
cals and methane 
emissions. Sus-
tainability Matters 
plants on what 
are called “closed” 
landfills, sites no 
longer accepting 

trash. 
Landfill managers typically cap closed 

landfills with clay and plastic topped with 
one to two feet of soil. To stem erosion, most 
landfills historically have planted grasses 
like invasive Lespedeza sericea.

“Sustainability is all about maintaining 
our natural resources and helping protect 

our ecosystem. By implementing the Making 
Trash Bloom meadow planting at the I-66 
Transfer Station, Fairfax County is enhanc-
ing our community’s natural resources and 
providing an example of what can be done 
with native plants,” Forbes said. 

I-66 landfill preparations for the Oct. 
27 native plant ribbon-cutting.
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See Helping, Page 7
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Starry Nights
Waterfront Cabin on 3 Acre Spring Fed Lake

Or reserve both! Visit the web for more details and photos  
Search Mayberry Mountain Meadows at Airbnb and/or VRBO  

https://mmmlakeretreat.weebly.com/the-white-house.html

Enjoy the quiet from 
the dock or from the 
Old Town kayak in 

the spring fed water
at this serene lakefront cabin

during the day or under 
starry skies on clear nights

Even throw a line for 
catch and release fishing

Vacation property borders 
Blue Ridge Parkway, 

Milepost 180, southwest Virginia, 
six hours from DC. 
Less than hour from 

Andy Griffin’s Mayberry in 
Mount Airy, NC and Virginia Tech 

in Blacksburg.

Option for Larger 
Farmhouse Sleeps 10

Smaller and Cozy 
Lakefront Cabin Sleeps 5

Bringing Life to Landfills
From Page 8

What and How
To prepare for planting, manag-

ers mow and scalp the site down 
to bare earth. Sustainability Mat-
ters’ teams plant seed mixes, some 
of which have 20 species of native 
wildflowers and native grasses that 
thrive in full sun. They prefer peren-
nial plants that can outcompete in-
vasive plants, attract pollinators and 
bloom throughout the year, plants 
like bee balm, Virginia wild rye, blue 
asters and oxeye sunflowers.

Sponsors hope to attract in-
sects like bees and butterflies and 
birds like grasshopper, field and 
white-throated sparrows. “If you 
build it, they will come,” argues 
Rappahannock County native 
plant vendor and volunteer Janet 
David, “It can be a goldmine of 
ecosystem services.”

At the Rappahannock site, lo-
cal students choreographed a 
seed-stomping dance to press the 
seeds into the ground and plant-
ers romped around to the tune of 
“Standing in the Sun” by Beyonce.

Flinging and stomping seeds 
is no guarantee of success so the 
group will monitor sites, espe-
cially during the first phases. Stu-
dents and others will collect data. 
“Meadows are hard their first few 
years,” says Carp, “to control in-
vasive plants and get sites to a 
self-sustaining state.” 

Native plant meadows do not 
require the same frequency of 
mowing as landfill grasses, an ad-
vantage that officials applaud as 
saving energy and taxpayer dol-
lars. Landfill managers may mow 
the native plant sites at times to 
discourage trees which cannot sur-
vive there long term. 

Longer Term
Carp views the projects as pilots 

to test seed mixes, site prepara-
tion, planting techniques, erosion 
control and invasive plant man-
agement and hopes to move to 
scalable models in expanding the 
projects. “We are trying to find a 
model that works,” she explains. 
“The question was, what can we 
plant on trash? And I said, ‘Why 
not native plants?’” 

At the Rappahannock landfill, 
Jack Monsted, an assistant cura-
tor at Virginia’s state arboretum, 
summarized, “Without this, it’s 
a wasteland. We can reclaim it, 
make it more productive and pro-
vide ecosystem services.”

I-95 Landfill 
Fairfax County’s 200-acre, I-95 

Landfill in Lorton is home to a 

honeybee and pollinator habitat 
project, started in 2017. 

The county is converting five 
acres of turf into native meadow 
habitat. George Mason Universi-
ty’s Honey Bee Initiative Director 
Germán Perilla supervises 17-to-
20 hives there. Managers hope 
the project will increase honeybee 
populations which are in decline, 
increase a stable vegetative layer 
of perennial wildflowers and re-
duce runoff into the Occoquan and 
Potomac Rivers. Officials say the 
site also provides educational op-
portunities, increases sustainabili-
ty and lowers maintenance costs. 

Mount Vernon Supervisor Dan 
Storck has championed this ap-
proach: “Along with the leadership 
of key residents, I have gotten our 
County to dramatically increase 
native landscaping and plantings 
on public and private properties to 
lessen yard space and increase nat-
ural habitats,” he offers. “Landfills 
and open space are also perfect 
locations to create these nurturing 
environments. Our County is tak-
ing a proactive role in this climate 
mitigation strategy, continuing to 
repurpose our landfills and plant-

Flowers grow at the Shenandoah County landfill, creating habitat 
for pollinators. A similar project is sprouting at Fairfax County’s 
I-66 Landfill and Transfer Station on West Ox Road.
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“This is land that cannot be used for 
anything else, like buildings or grow-
ing crops. And in Fairfax where there 
is so much development, pollinators, 
insects and wildlife are in desperate 
need of habitat so this is a chance 
to turn something that is essentially 
a hill of trash into a positive for the 
environment.”

— Sari Carp, Sustainability Matters,
founder and executive director

ing native gardens in many loca-
tions around the County. However, 
we need every resident’s help to 
save our pollinators.”

Flowers grow at the Shenan-
doah County landfill, creat-
ing habitat for pollinators. A 
similar project is sprouting 
at Fairfax County’s I-66 
Landfill and Transfer Station 
on West Ox Road.



10  v  Mount Vernon Gazette  v  October 27 - November 2, 2022 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

News

By Mike Salmon
The Connection

The Keene Mill Shopping 
Center now has a new at-
traction in the form of Duck 

Donuts, and in the early morning 
hours of Thursday, Oct. 20, the 
first dozen rolled off the rack to a 
cheerful crowd. Particularly Chris-
tina Francis who got the “Spooky 
Box,” of Halloween-themed do-
nuts. She had her grandkids in 
mind. “The little ones are going to 
love it,” she said, thinking about 
her newest house guests that are 
staying while their mother is de-
ployed with the U.S. Navy. “It will 
be a nice surprise.”

The donut store is the newest 
attraction in this shopping center 
that gets many commuters on the 
way to work in the morning, as 
well as a gaggle of West Spring-
field High School students before 
class and at lunchtime. The fran-
chise is owned and operated by 
Tesfaye Dres, owner of the popular 
Alexandria Duck Donuts shop.

Their menu is not limited to 
glazed and jelly-filled either. They 
have a wide variety of donuts 
available, including the apple 
cobbler, French toast and peanut 
butter paradise, to name a few. 
Breakfast sandwiches, coffee and 
ice cream-donut combos are avail-
able too.

Surprisingly, the donut chain is 
named after a little town on the 
Outer Banks in North Carolina 
called Duck that is hopping during 
the summer, but like other beach 
towns, but dies down a little in the 
colder months.

In 2007, Russ DiGilio was on 
vacation in Duck and had an idea. 
“We enjoyed all there was to see 
and do in the quiet, family-orient-
ed town, but we noticed there was 
nowhere to get that sweet staple 
of happiness — a warm, fresh do-
nut,” he said. 

They even have Ollie the donut 
“duckbassador,” for their logo.

Duck Donuts opens in Springfield 
to an cheerful morning crowd.

If It Quacks 
Like A Duck….

DUCK DONUTS SPRINGFIELD
6:00 AM - 8:00 PM M-F, Weekends 

7:00 AM - 8:00 PM
8404 A Old Keene Mill Road
West Springfield
703-712-7453

Photo contributed
An assortment of donuts at Duck Donuts.

Photo by Mike Salmon/Gazette
Opening morning had a crowd 
ready to try their donuts.

O
n Saturday, Oct. 
15 at 10:34 a.m., 
units from Fairfax 
County Fire and 

Rescue Department and the 
Fort Belvoir Fire and Emergen-
cy Services were dispatched 
to a reported house fire in the 
7500 block of Billsam Court 
in the Lorton area of Fairfax 
County.

Units arrived on the scene of 
a two-story, single-family home 
with smoke showing from the 
roof. Crews quickly located, 
and extinguished, a fire in the 
attic. There were no reported 
civilian or firefighter injuries.

Three occupants were home at the time of the 
fire. A neighbor noticed smoke coming from the 
house and alerted the occupants. All three oc-
cupants, and household pets, safely evacuated 
the home and called 9-1-1. Smoke alarms were 
present but did not activate due to the location 
of the fire.

Fire Investigators determined the fire was ac-
cidental in nature and started in the attic space. 
The fire was caused by a malfunction involving 
the attic fan.

Three occupants were displaced because of the 
fire. Red Cross services were offered and accept-
ed. Damages as a result of the fire were approxi-
mately $71,000.

Lorton House Fire Caused 
by Malfunctioning Attic Fan

Photo by Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Smoke pours out the attic vent.
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By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

T
he Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors made it clear in its Oct. 25 
letter to the Virginia Department 
of Education and Gov. Glenn 

Youngkin that it unequivocally rejects the 
proposed policy changes as described in the 
department’s 2022 Model Policies on the 
Privacy, Dignity, and Respect for All Students 
and Parents in Virginia’s Public Schools. Ac-
cording to comments in the letter approved 
by the board on Tues., Oct. 25, by a vote of 
9-1, the guidelines do not agree with Fairfax 
County’s commitment to creating an equita-
ble and welcoming environment for all.

“By denying that support and affirmation 
to transgender students, your model policies 
put our children at risk,” writes Chairman 
Jeffrey C. McKay (D) on behalf of the board 
to the Virginia Department of Education. He 
emphasizes the county’s One Fairfax policy, 
which ensures equity in decision-making re-
gardless of a resident’s race, color, sex, na-
tionality, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
religion, disability, income, or where they 
live.

McKay writes that the policy and its in-
herent discrimination would have a “chill-
ing effect” on the county’s ability to attract 
companies in the future. “To put it bluntly, 
discrimination is bad for business.” McKay 
requests that VDOE consider the harm that 
imposing the model policies would cause.

A transgender student is defined in the 
2022 policy as “a public school student 
whose parent has requested in writing, due 
to their child’s persistent and sincere belief 
that his or her gender differs with his or her 
sex, that their child be so identified while at 
school.” Sex refers to biological sex.

The Virginia Regulatory Town Hall web-
site opened for public comment on the 
model policies on Sept. 26 and will close at 
11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, October 26.

The supporting website comments had 
66,231 comments as of 6:20 a.m. Oct. 26. 
View and Enter Comments. https://town-
hall.virginia.gov/L/Comments.cfm?GdocFo-
rumID=1953

The statements in the proposed Virginia 
Department of Education’s “2022 Model Pol-
icies on the Privacy, Dignity, and Respect for 
All Students and Parents in Virginia’s Public 
Schools,” take effect if approved. Among the 
guidelines topics are those focusing on stu-
dent identification, guidance and counsel-
ing, use of pronouns, and student records.

For instance, the revised policy dictates 
that school division personnel “shall refer to 
each student using only the pronouns appro-
priate to the sex appearing in the student’s 
official record.” According to the proposed 
policy, there are some exceptions. A student 
who is 18 or older, an emancipated student 

under the age of 18, or the student’s parent 
can notify the division in writing to use a 
different name or pronouns “because of the 
student’s persistent and sincere belief that 
the student’s gender differs from his or her 
sex.”

Before a student receives school counsel-
ing services, including gender counseling, 
parents must be informed and have the 
opportunity to object. Furthermore, staff 
members may only use students’ pronouns 
if they match the student’s official record for 
sex. To change a student’s name or sex on 
the official record, a parent or eligible stu-
dent must submit “a legal document, such 
as a birth certificate, state- or federal-issued 
identification, passport, or court order sub-
stantiating the student or former student’s 
change of legal name or sex.”

According to the Department of Edu-
cation, the proposed guidance document 
changes support efforts to “protect and en-
courage respect for all students.” 

“Thus, we have a collective responsibility 
to address topics such as the treatment of 
transgender students with necessary com-
passion and respect for all students.”

The department claims the 2021 Mod-
el Policies “promoted a specific viewpoint 
aimed at achieving cultural and social 
transformation in schools. In addition, the 
department cites that the 2021 Model Pol-
icies disregarded the rights of parents and 
ignored other legal and constitutional prin-
ciples that significantly impact how schools 
educate students, including transgender stu-
dents.” The department issued the proposed 
2022 Model Policies “to provide clear, accu-
rate, and useful guidance to Virginia school 
boards that align with statutory provisions 
governing the Model Policies. See Code of 
Virginia, § 22.1-23.3 (the “Act”).”

Supervisor Pat Herrity (R) cast the dis-
senting vote during the Oct. 25 board meet-
ing that addressed the policies. He wrote in 
an email, “While this Board refuses to weigh 
in on other important school issues like poor 
test scores, the achievement gap, our shrink-
ing student population, and opening schools 
during COVID, they are quick to engage on 
political issues. This letter was entirely po-
litical, bashing the entire policy without in-
cluding a single recommended change. With 
the significant mental health issues our stu-
dents face today, I believe parents as well as 
the schools should be engaged to help them 
through these difficult times.”

Other Virginia legislative bodies and 
school divisions are weighing in. On Wed. 
Sept. 28, the Alexandria City Council sent a 
letter to VDOE backing their school board’s 
rejection of Youngkin’s proposed policies. 
On Oct. 3, the Richmond City School Board 
also formally rejected the policies.

Fairfax County Public Schools released a 
statement on the proposed policies follow-
ing the Oct. 6 board meeting: “Our policies 
and regulations will continue supporting 
our transgender and gender-expansive stu-
dents, staff, and families. Fairfax County 
School Board Policy 1450 protects students, 

County Supervisors Reject 
State Anti-Trans Policies
Regulatory Town Hall 
site floods with over 
67,000 comments.

See County Supervisors, Page 14
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Entertainment

By Hope Nelson
Gazette Packet

P
ub crawls, costumes with 
cats, and tiki bars gone 
wild: It must be Halloween 
weekend in Alexandria. 

Here are some of the weekend’s 
best bets.

Halloween Bar 
Crawl in Old Town

Get a head start on the Hallow-
een festivities on Saturday with the 
fifth annual Halloween Bar Crawl 
in Old Town Alexandria. Don your 
best costume for a chance at a 
$1,000 grand prize, check in be-
tween 3 and 6 p.m. at the Light 
Horse on King Street., and let the 

party begin. Belly up to the 
bar for specials at more 
than half a dozen locations 
including Chadwicks (serving a 
$5 “blackout punch”) and Bugsy’s 
Pizza (serving a $4 “witches brew 
shooter”). Your ticket gets you en-
try to each location, one free drink 
and access to food and drink spe-
cials throughout the evening. And 
at the end of the night, be smart: 
Call for a cab or order a rideshare 
to get back home. Group tickets 
$20; single tickets $25.

Nightmare on the Avenue
Del Ray’s Tiki Bar at 2312 

Mount Vernon Avenue has done it 
again – in keeping with the season, 
the festive tiki theme has changed 

(donned a costume, per-
haps) to a Halloween vibe, 
right down to the Vampire 

Kiss cocktails and Nightmare Na-
chos. Pop in from 5 to 11 p.m. 
Tuesday through Saturday and 
take in all the ghoulish sights, 
warming your belly with noshes 
and sips from what turns out to be 
a pretty extensive menu for a pop-
up spot. Get in the spooky spirit 
and belly up to the bar, but do it 
quickly: The space will turn into a 
pumpkin after Oct. 31. 

Mount Purrnon Halloween 
and Costume Contest

Maybe a bar crawl is less your 
thing – but a party hosted by 
adoptable cats? Now that’s more 

like it! Kick Halloween weekend 
off with some candy and drink spe-
cials – and, of course, time spent 
with some of the cutest cats in Old 
Town. Costumes are, naturally, en-
couraged – and the best will be re-
warded. Spend the hours between 
6 and 9 p.m. cuddling with the 
kitties (and maybe adopting two 
– naming them Trick and Treat, 
anyone?). 109 S. Alfred St. $30.50 
per person. Reservations strongly 
recommended.

Halloween 
Stampede in Carlyle

The second annual Halloween 
Stampede kicks off on Saturday, 
Oct. 29, with its own restaurant 
crawl of sorts, featuring cocktails, 

party favors, giveaways and of 
course a costume contest at such 
beloved Carlyle locations as Sweet 
Fire Donna’s, Tequila and Taco, Lost 
Boy Cider and Whiskey and Oys-
ter. Fido won’t be left out, either; 
there’s a separate dog costume 
contest just for your favorite pooch-
es. Tired of walking? No problem: 
The Stampede offers trolley service 
between each stop. The festivities 
take place from 2 to 6 p.m. on Sat-
urday; tickets are $10 and 100% of 
the fee goes to support ALIVE.

Hope Nelson is the author of “Clas-
sic Restaurants of Alexandria” and 
owns the Kitchen Recessionista blog, 
located at www.kitchenrecessionista.
com. Email her any time at

hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

Appetite

Spooky Events Dot the Restaurant Landscape This Halloween

OCT. 2-31
Bold and Fierce. At Van Landingham Gallery, 

Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105 North Union 
Street, Alexandria. Bold and Fierce, a new 
juried membership show featuring artworks 
by Diana Papazian, Joyce Zipperer, Saman-
tha Shelton, Guido Zanni, Jennifer Brewer 
Stone, Rebecca McNeely, Mary Beth Griffin, 
Melanie Kehoss and Helen Power. Artists 
showcase works that are Bold—brave, flashy, 
brightly-colored and high-contrast—and/
or Fierce—wild, savage, eager, severe or 
intense. 

 
OCT. 6-NOV. 13
Woodcuts Exhibit. At The Athenaeum, 201 

Prince Street, Alexandria. Featuring works 
by Joan Mayfield and Ruth Trevarrow. 
Woodcuts is a mixed-media exhibition that 
focuses on different types of wood, how we 
view it, and its transformative properties as 
part of nature. Mayfield and Trevarrow came 
up with the concept for the show because 
they saw a lot of affinity for their individual 
work as a commonality in their practices. 
Artist Reception, Sunday, October 16, 4-6 
p.m.; Artist Talk, Sunday, November 13, 2 
p.m.

OCT. 7-29
“Return to Eating, Drinking, and Merriment” 

exhibit. At Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 2704 
Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. The exhibit 
celebrates the return of food, drink, and the 
rituals and places associated with dining in a 
hybrid show combining a National Ceramic 
Show (juried by nationally recognized potter 
Jeremy Wallace) and a Regional Art Exhibit. 
Opening Reception: Friday, October 7, 7-9 
p.m. Details: DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits 

THURSDAY/OCT. 27
Jane Franklin Dance Presents Plane. 7:30 p.m. 

At The Athenaeum, 201 Prince Street, Alex-
andria.  Jane Franklin Dance returns to the 
Athenaeum with Plane, a collection of new 
works that respond to the location through 
themes of balanced predictability, pro-
gression, self-awareness and passion. Visit  
https://janefranklin.com/performances

THURSDAY/OCT. 27
Tell Me Your Name. 5:30 p.m. At Carlyle House 

Historic Park, 121 N. Fairfax St., Alexandria. 
Join Carlyle House Historic Park staff for 
a tour focusing on the experiences of the 

enslaved community at Carlyle House and his 
plantations. The guided tour will explore the 
historical context of slavery in 18th-century 
Alexandria and the importance of ongoing 
research efforts to connect with descendants. 
Reservations are required as space is limited.

THURSDAY/OCT. 27
Fashion Fusion. At Mount Vernon Country Club in 

Alexandria. The Yacht Haven Garden Club is pre-
senting its 38th annual Fashion Show and Lun-
cheon. Fashions will be provided by Johnny Was 
– Inspired by world cultures and the arts. Fashion 
show tickets are $55.00. Make checks payable to 
YHGC. Include phone number and email address 
and mail to Rhea Killinger at 510 Tennessee Av-
enue, Alexandria, VA 22305.  For more informa-
tion, email: rgkmsbell@hotmail.com. 

FRIDAY/OCT. 28
Harpsichord Masterworks from Germany and 

England. 7 p.m. At The Athenaeum, Alexandria. 
Prize-winning Spanish harpsichordist Ignacio 
Prego will perform a beautiful program of 

17th-century keyboard music by Bach, Froberg-
er, and Purcell. Reception with the artist to 
follow. Purchase tickets https://www.28chairs.
org/tickets#

SATURDAY/OCT. 29
Both Sides Tour XXVII – Back to Gettysburg.   A 

fresh look at Culp’s Hill and the northern part 
of the famous charge. Cost is $125. Bus leaves 
Franconia Museum, Franconia Governmental 
Center, 6121 Franconia Road, Alexandria, at 
8:15 a.m.  Contact Don Hakenson at dhaken-
son@verizon.net.

THURSDAY/NOV. 3
Chamber Networking.  5:30-7 p.m.  At Wine Gallery 

108, 108 N. Asaph Street, Alexandria. The 
Chamber ALX’s Professional Women’s Network 
Evening of Perfect Pairings: Wine + Chocolate, 
Women + Business. Contact Maria Ciarrocchi at 
mciarrocchi@thechamberalx.com.

 NOV. 4-27
$100 & Under Exhibit. At Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 

2704 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. Del Ray 

Artisans “$100 & Under” exhibit showcases 
members’ artwork all priced at $100 or less. 
The art will be sold on an art-to-go basis. 
The gallery walls are packed with great art 
at prices all art-lovers can afford. Opening 
Reception: Friday, November 4, 7-9 p.m. 
Open Thursdays 12-6 p.m., Fridays 12-9 
p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 12-6 p.m. Visit  
DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits

 
SATURDAY/NOV. 5
Used Book Sale:  10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at Sherwood 

Regional Library, 2501 Sherwood Hall 
Lane, Alexandria.  Selection of over 20,000 
gently used children’s books, fiction, history, 
biography, home and garden, cooking, 
crafts, sports, religion, travel, CDs, DVDs, 
and more.  Unless specially priced, $1 for 
hard backs, 50 cents for large paperbacks, 
and 25 cents for mass market paperbacks.  
Visit https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/friends-of-sherwood-regional.

SATURDAY/NOV. 5
Andrew McKnight Performs. 7 p.m. At St. 

Aidan’s Episcopal Church, 8531 Riverside 
Road, Alexandria.  In conjunction with 
World Folk Music Association, FocusMusic 
presents award-winning folk/Americana 
artist Andrew McKnight’s musical journey 
which has traced nearly a million miles of 
blue highways, and earned him a wealth 
of critical acclaim and enthusiastic fans for 
his performances and 10 recordings. Visit  
www.wfma.net

 
SATURDAY/NOV. 5
Rotary Club of Alexandria Taste for Giving: 

After the recent hiatus due to the pandemic, 
the Rotary Club of Alexandria invites you to 
attend its annual Taste for Giving on Satur-
day, Nov, 5, from 7-9:30 p.m. at the Atrium 
Building, 227 South Washington Street in 
Old Town. https://alexandriarotary.org/
taste-for-giving-2022/

 
NOV. 11 - DEC. 29
An Eye for Nature Exhibition. At Mount Vernon 

Unitarian Church, 1909 Windmill Lane, 
Alexandria. Nina Tisara and Steven Halp-
erson have teamed up for an exhibition of 
Tisara’s mosaic art and Halperson’s fine art 
photography. The exhibit may be seen from 
10 a.m. to noon, Mondays and Tuesdays 
and 7 to 9 p.m. on Thursdays except for 
Thanksgiving. To schedule other hours 
contact ninat@ninatisara.com .

Calendar

The Fly Fishing Film Festival will take place on Wednesday, Nov. 2, 2022 in Alexandria.

Fly Fishing Film Festival. 
7 p.m. At Patagonia Old Town, 815-½ King Street, Alexandria.   The two hour presentation will 

feature nine short- and feature-length films from all corners of the globe showcasing the passion, 
lifestyle, and culture of international fly fishing. The event is being co-hosted by National Capital 
Trout Unlimited and Tidal Potomac Fly Rodders. General admission tickets are priced at $25 or 
$30 on the day of the event. Contact andrewreichardt88@gmail.com. Visit info@flyfilmfest.com.
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Halloween

See Halloween, Page 14

NIGHTLY IN OCTOBER
Alexandria Colonial Tours’ Ghost & 

Graveyard Tour. Fridays and Satur-
days in October from 8:30 to 9:30 
p.m. and 9 to 10 p.m. Admission: 
$15 for adults; $10 for children; 
free for children under 6 years 
old. Tours meet at the Alexandria 
Visitor Center, 221 King Street, 
Alexandria. Follow a colonial-cos-
tumed guide by lantern light for an 
engaging history tour on Alexan-
dria’s original Ghost & Graveyard 
Tour. During this entertaining tour, 
you’ll hear ghost stories, legends, 
folklore, unsolved mysteries, tales 
of romance and angry ghosts look-
ing for revenge.

 
OCTOBER THRU DECEMBER
Nightly Spirits. Thursdays through 

Sundays from 7:30 to 10 p.m.; 
8:30 to 11 p.m. Admission: 21 and 
over at $25 plus tax. Tours meet at 
The Alexandrian, 480 King Street, 
Alexandria. Sip a local beverage 
and listen to the secret and spooky 
lore of Alexandria’s haunted past. 
Hear tales of the ghosts that wan-
der the streets of Alexandria and 
haunt local establishments. These 
tours are for individuals ages 21 
and over. Haunted private tours 
are also available for all ages.

  
NOW THRU NOV. 5
The Little Theatre of Alexandria 

Presents “Design for Murder.” 
Wednesdays through Sundays at 
8 p.m. Admission: $21 to 24 per 
person. At The Little Theatre of 
Alexandria, 600 Wolfe St., Alexan-
dria. Murder, romance and comedy 
are the three best ingredients for a 
fun, suspense-filled evening of the-
atre. This fast-moving, highly tense 
whodunit treats the audience to a 
remote mansion, a sleazy black-
mailer, a trench coat-clad detective 
and even a dark and stormy night. 
A once-wealthy mother and son 
struggle to keep up appearances at 
the old mansion, but when a maid 
is murdered, everyone becomes a 
suspect.

 
OCT. 27
Sleepy Howllow at Barkhaus. 7:30 

to 10 p.m. Admission: $40 for 
members, $55 for the public. At 
Barkhaus, 529 E. Howell Ave., 
Alexandria. Barkhaus, the D.C. 
Metro area’s first dog bar, invites 
you for an enchanting evening 
in the woods of Sleepy Howllow. 
This private haunted-themed event 
includes admission for one per 
person, beer, wine, candy, snacks 
and puppuccinos. Costumes are 
required. Must be 21 and over.  

 
OCTOBER 28
Death Comes to Carlyle House. 6 to 8 

p.m.  Admission: $12 per person. 
At Carlyle House Historic Park, 
121 N Fairfax St., Alexandria. 
Carlyle House presents an exhibit 
on mourning practices in the 
18th-century through the experi-
ences of those who occupied the 
Carlyle household, mourning the 
death of Alexandria’s co-founder, 
John Carlyle, in September 1780. 
Reservations are required as space 
is limited.

 
OCT. 28, 29
Grief and Ghosts Tour at Lee-Fendall 

House Museum. 7 to 9 p.m. Admis-
sion: $15 per person. At Lee-Fen-
dall House Museum, 614 Oronoco 
St., Alexandria. Explore Victorian 
mourning traditions coupled with 
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Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to 
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout 
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Poto-
mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media. 
Now we need help again in 2022.

Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great-
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year’s 
financial support from readers and supporters like you 
bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, 
and both made our survival possible. We now await a 
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru-
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we 
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time 
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.

Please, help save these historical papers.

All gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and 
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient 
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. 

The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news-
papers across the country, and our newspapers con-
tinue to be at risk. 
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust-
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria 
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con-

nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in 
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these 
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to 
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
ward into 2022.

The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise. 
Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us 
throughout, and many more have done what they can. In 
the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for 
events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the 
horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of 
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs. 

Connection Newspapers has been offering these local 
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless 
residents have grown up with these papers covering 
significant moments in the lives of family and children, 
news, community events, school activities, and even pic-
tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection 
or historical connection that local papers like Connection 
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide. 
If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school 
has been featured, you understand the value of local 
community newspapers. 

March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Newspapers & Online

25 Cents

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria

March 24, 2016

Publishing Since 1784

25 CENTS Newsstand PriceMARCH 23-29, 2016

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

We Need Your Help Again
We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s 

oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

And a complete surprise, too, from my wife, 
Dina, who got up at 6 am on a Saturday morning 
no less to initiate the ruse. She said she was 
getting up so early to help a neighbor (Kathy) 
on a pickup she was making for her business 
four hours away in Lexington, Virginia. This 
neighbor is in the buying and selling business – 
from home, and as a former truckdriver, driving 
distances to conduct her business was hardly off 
putting, so the storyline seemed plausible – to 
me. And I knew nothing more than that as I was 
led down the garden path, totally clueless.

Later that morning I called Dina on her cell 
phone to check on their progress. She answered 
normally enough and said that she was on her 
way back. I asked her if she could talk (about 
what Kathy had purchased); she said, “Not 
really.” I replied: “Passenger safely, and I’ll 
see you in a few hours.” (I later learned that at 
the very moment I called, the “Light Golden 
Retriever” puppy she had gone on this excursion 
to buy from a breeder whom she had heard 
about three-month’s ago while “day-tripping” in 
Harpers Ferry, was in a kennel in the back of the 
car and beginning to fuss/bark. If he had, it might 
have ruined the nearly four-months-in-the-plan-
ning surprise.)

Since Dina said she couldn’t talk (ostensi-
bly about the fake reason for this trip: Kathy’s 
business), I politely hung up to not disturb their 
girls-type day. Little did I know. A few hours 
later, I knew all too well.

About 2 pm, I see/hear Dina’s car coming 
down our driveway. After she parks, I can’t 
exactly see her getting out of her car, but I’m not 
the least bit concerned/curious. She’s an adult; I 
don’t need to watch her get out of a car. Within 
a few moments I hear her walking toward our 
front door. A front door whose top half is glass 
so I could see if she was carrying anything. She 
turned her back as she backed in through the 
door and I could sort of see that she looked as 
if she was carrying something. As she entered 
the house and faced-me forward, I saw/asked: 
“Is that a dog?” What is she doing with a dog, I 
thought to myself. Maybe she’s helping Kathy? 
Kathy has dogs.

She took a few steps towards to her left where 
I was sitting on our living room couch and says 
to me: “Here’s your you new puppy.” I was 
momentarily stunned and soon started laughing 
(even though we had previously owned two 
Golden Retrievers; with five cats in the house, a 
dog was not necessarily our next step.) Stam-
mering, I ask: “Dina, what did you do?” “I got 
you a puppy.” She says: Then she adds; “That’s 
what this whole trip was about. Kathy did me an 
amazing favor driving us down there. Are you 
surprised?” Then she carried him over to where I 
was sitting and placed him in my arms. I laughed 
again as I cuddled him and looked into his eyes, 
speechless as I gently rubbed his coat. “Yes. I’m 
surprised!” I garbled.

It took us a couple of days to name him. For 
years, when the subject (never a serious discus-
sion) had come up about a new puppy, I had 
regularly said I liked the name Shemp. But when 
I started using it for the new puppy, it didn’t 
sound right so I stopped calling him that and 
began referring to him as my little buddy (which 
I definitely needed after Twinkle’s unexpected 
passing). The next day, while Dina was online 
going through dog names, my father-in-law texts 
me from New York out of the blue (he knew 
about the puppy; everybody knew): “How about 
how naming him Burton?” I looked at my cell 
phone and saw the text, read it and immediately 
smiled as I looked up and said to Dina: “Your 
father has just texted the perfect name for the 
puppy: Burton.” (Our two previous Goldens 
were “Brandy” and “Bailey,” so we were thinking 
of a name beginning with the letter “B,” which 
Ernest didn’t know and yet, he suggested the 
perfect name). She immediately agreed. As an 
underling fact, we happen to live in the historic/
registered “Isaac Burton House,” a 250-year-old-
plus converted log cabin, in Burtonsville. After 
approximately 14 years, since I was diagnosed 
with cancer, we’re back in the dog business. It 
couldn’t have happened at a better time. We 
needed something to fill the void left by Twin-
kle’s passing.

“And now you know,” as Paul Harvey said for 
so many years, “the rest of the story. Good day!”

Burton Lourie. A 
Golden Moment

From Page 13

Halloween Happenings

stories of tragic deaths and mysterious occurrenc-
es at the Lee-Fendall House. Customs such 
as draping the mirrors after a death, funeral 
practices, hair jewelry, mourning clothing and 
séances will be explored. These tours offer a 
rare opportunity to see the house after dark. 
Tours will be offered every half hour from 7 
to 9 p.m.  

 
OCT. 29
Raven’s Night at the Birchmere. 7:30 p.m. Admis-

sion: $35 per person. The Birchmere, 3701 
Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. In its 10th 
year, Raven’s Night creeps, slithers, and slinks 
its way back to The Birchmere. Mark your 
calendars and dress up to spend Halloween 
weekend with The Birchmere for a unique 
event featuring fusion belly dance, live music, 
a costume contest and a pre-show carnival. 
This year’s theme, “Underworld,” brings the 
most iconic demons, witches and wizards to 
the stage—a magical night and a feast fit for 
all fandoms.

 
OCT. 29
Old Town Family Trick or Treat. 12 to 4 p.m. 

Various locations in Old Town Alexandria. 
Bring the family and enjoy trick-or-treating 
in the various shops and restaurants in Old 
Town. Bring your own “boo bag.” Maps will 
be provided.

 
OCT. 29
Trick-or-Treating at Mount Vernon. 2 to 6 p.m. 

Admission: General public: $25 per adult; 
$15 per youth; Members: $17 per adult; $9 
per youth. At George Washington’s Mount 
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon Memorial 
Highway Mount Vernon. Celebrate Halloween 
with 18th-century entertainment and activ-
ities. Visit Mount Vernon in costume, watch 
Halloween-themed Punch & Judy shows, see 
18th-century chocolate-making demonstra-
tions and more. Trick-or-treating at Mount 
Vernon takes place rain or shine.

 
OCT. 29
Hocus Pocus Brunch. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at King 

& Rye, King Street, Alexandria. The King 
St. Southern-American restaurant will be 
celebrating like the Sanderson sisters with a 
one-day-only brunch. With themed cocktails 
and spooky specials, the afternoon festivities 
are the perfect way to kick off Halloween 
weekend. All attendees who dress up will 
receive a 20% discount on their bill and a 
surprise sweet treat. Prizes will be awarded 
for the best getups, with King & Rye gift cards 
of $100 for the winner, $50 for second place, 
and $25 for third place.

 
OCT. 29
Old Town Family Trick or Treat. 12 to 4 p.m. 

Various locations in Old Town Alexandria. 
Bring the family and enjoy trick-or-treating 
in the various shops and restaurants in Old 
Town. Bring your own “boo bag.” Maps will 
be provided.

 
OCT. 29
Nightmare at Barkhaus. 5 to 8 p.m. At Barkhaus, 

529 E. Howell Ave., Alexandria. Get ready for 
the spookiest night of your life as Barkhaus 
celebrates All Hallows’ Eve with the living 

and the dead. It’s your pup’s favorite season, 
and Barkhaus dares all four-legged friends 
and their parents to join the 3rd annual 
Halloween party. The event will include a 
costume contest and spooky food and drink 
specials. Costumed are highly recommended 
for both humans and pups.

 
OCT. 29
2nd Annual Carlyle Halloween Stampede. 2 to 6 

p.m. Admission: $10 per person. At Whiskey 
& Oyster, 301 John Carlyle St., Alexandria. 
The 2nd Annual Carlyle Halloween Stampede 
features all-day festive cocktails, signature 
party favors, costume contests, photo ops, 
giveaways and more. Guests can start the 
crawl at any of the participating restaurants: 
Whiskey & Oyster, Sweet Fire Donna’s, Tequi-
la and Taco or Lost Boy Cider. Costumes are 
recommended. There will be costume prizes 
and a Dog Costume Contest.  

 
OCT. 30
Poison Specialty Tour at the Apothecary Museum. 

October 21 from 5:30 to 6:45 p.m.; Octo-
ber 16 and 30, from 11 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 
Admission: $15 per person, $12 for OHA 
members. At Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary 
Museum, 105–107 S.  Fairfax St., Alexandria. 
Explore the sinister side of medicine on the 
Apothecary Museum’s Poison Tour. This tour 
explores several different types of poisons, 
their historic uses at the Apothecary and what 
we know today. The event is recommended 
for ages 18 and up. 

 
OCT. 30
Old Town Doggie Trick or Treat. 1 to 5 p.m. At 

The Dog Park, 705 King Street, Alexandria. 
Bring your spooky pooch over to The Dog 
Park for a Halloween “boo bag” full of treats 
for your pup. After registering at The Dog 
Park retail store, you and your dog will enjoy 
a leisurely stroll around Old Town and receive 
boo bags while supplies last.

 
OCT. 30
Del Ray Halloween Parade. 2 p.m. Begins at 

Mount Vernon Ave., south of E. Bellefonte 
Ave., Alexandria. One of Del Ray’s favorite 
traditions, the annual Del Ray Halloween Pa-
rade, returns once again. Children, pets and 
strollers in costumes are invited to march and 
show off their finest and scariest Halloween 
garb; awards are given for Best Pet Costume, 
Best Decorated Business, Best Decorated 
Home and Best Decorated Stroller.

 
OCT. 30 AND 31
Poe in Alexandria. 8 to 9:30 p.m. Admission: $20 

per person. At Alexandria History Museum 
at The Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St., Alex-
andria. Enjoy an unforgettable evening with 
America’s earliest master of the macabre, 
Edgar Allen Poe. Actor David Keltz returns to 
The Lyceum’s lecture hall to re-create Poe’s 
visit to Virginia in 1849, shortly before his 
death. This year’s performance will include 
short stories, poems, musings, literary 
criticism and a comic essay never before 
performed at The Lyceum. Mr. Keltz’s perfor-
mance has been lauded by The Poe House 
and Museum in Baltimore, The Poe Museum 
in Richmond and the Poe National Historic 
Site in Philadelphia. Reservations are strongly 
recommended.

County Supervisors Reject State Anti-Trans Policies

educators, and other staff from discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation and gender 
identity. Fairfax County Public Schools Regu-
lation 2603.” The board is committed to the 
Virginia Human Rights Act, Title IX’s pro-
hibition on gender identity discrimination, 
and the settled law of Grimm v. Gloucester 
County School Board, 972 F.3d 586 (4th. Cir. 
2020), which requires respect for students’ 
gender identity.

Chairman Jeffrey C. McKay said that the 

Board of Supervisors usually defers school 
policy to its school board colleagues. Howev-
er, “The proposed new regulations discrimi-
nate against the county’s most vulnerable 
residents, transgender children, and their 
families and harms them.”

“I hope the Governor sees the many thou-
sands of comments opposing these policies 
and recognizes that what is currently in place 
from Governor Northam is working. Our 
FCPS students and families are doing well 
and there is no problem to solve,” said McKay.
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