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Children from Great Falls United : - ‘ 1 g‘ ' tS

~ Methodist Preschool wearing Santa / Yo
 hats sing in front of the Christmas tree - o ¢ o iR 4 ‘ =| PAGE 3
on Sunday, Dec. 4, at the Celebration - % ’
of Lights organized by Celebrate Great
Falls Foundation.
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The Great Falls Team

Bob Nelson Bob Nelson, Jr.

703-774-9830 | BothBobs@BobNelsonTeam.com
www.GreatFallsTeam.com

$2,100,000 - Great Falls $3,400,000 - Great Falls $1,525,000 - Great Falls
1023 Millwood Ln: 5BR, 4FB, 2HB 510 Arnon Meadow: 7BR, 6FB 714 Gouldman Ln: 4BR, 3FB, 1HB

Secured Home Inspection and other contingencies in a To be built - 8,400 square foot home in Sold for $225,000 above asking price!
market where few buyers were getting contingencies. the heart of Great Ealls

Wounded Warrior Family Christmas Gift Wish List Program

WE ARE WORKING WITH THE ELIZABETH DOLE FOUNDATION TO IDENTIFY FAMILIES
OF OUR WOUNDED AND FALLEN SERVICE MEMBERS IN NEED OF HELP THIS YEAR.

VISIT BOBN.US/XMAS22 OR CALL US TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR

13TH YEAR MAKING THE HOLIDAYS A LITTLE BETTER FOR THOSE
WHO NEED EXTRA CHEER THIS YEAR.

$1,100,000 - Great Falls $875,000 - Ashburn $978,000 - Reston

10423 Deerfoot Dr: 5BR, 2FB, 1 HB 43351 Hay Rd: 4BR, 3FB, 1HB 2012 Lakebreeze Way: 4BR, 3FB, 1HB
Sold quickly before it went on the market We negotiated on behalf of our buyer clientin a Won the contract in a multiple offer

multiple offer scenario andreeved full closing cost situation without the highest priced offer.

Congratulations Bob Sr. for being the Northern Virginia
Association of Realtors® 2022 Good Neighbor Award Recipient! ﬁ‘\
O

Join us at the Old Brogue at one or all of our next events! Calllemail for more info. i Hh”ﬁ,Lf'?}T
« 2/13/23 - CIA Officers Memorial Foundation < 5/15/23 - Our Military Kids Seldent sl - meuse
e 3/14/23 - Our Community Salutes e 6/12/23 - PAWS for Purple Hearts Keller Williams Realty
« 4/17/23 - Operation Second Chance 703-43S
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Live Nativity scene

Children from Great Falls United Methodist Preschool
wearing Santa hats sing in front of the Christmas tree
on Sunday, Dec. 4, at the Celebration of Lights orga-
nized by Celebrate Great Falls Foundation.

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED

The Whitson family of Great Falls. From left, Méllssa,
Elizabeth, 7, William, 14, Mary, 5, Katherine, 12, Thom-
as, 10; and Stewart.

Celebration of Lights: Live Nativity Scene

Ho, Ho, Ho,
Who Wouldn’t Go?

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

elebrate Great Falls Foundation

produced the annual Celebration

of Lights on Sunday, Dec. 3, at the

Great Falls Village Field. The free

community event offered hot cocoa and cook-
ies and performances by local school choirs.

A petting zoo and pony rides kept the chil-

dren delighted before Santa and Mrs. Claus

arrived with the support of Fairfax County

“Frosty the Snowman was a jolly
happy soul....”
wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Fire & Rescue Station #12 Great Falls Vol-
unteer Fire Department. After making their
way through the crowd, Santa called out the
countdown for the Christmas tree lighting.

The Celebration of Lights would not be
complete without the dazzling lit star atop
the Live Nativity scene. Against the back-
drop of Great Falls’ night sky, actors in cos-
tumes reenacted the 2,022-year-old scene.

Thank you those who responded to our
request for photos for this story, Krista Gatt,
Colin Malone, Leslie Smith, Ginger Singh,
Piper Ryan, Melissa Whitson, Bill Canis, the
Burkholder family, and the folks at Fairfax
County Fire & Rescue Station No. 12 Great
Falls Volunteer Fire Department.

Shepherds Wynne Malpass and Coco Bur-
kholder rest on the hay bales.

Patrick Dlaﬁy, 1, with his gradm,

ﬁle son, 7, of Great Fall Heidi Dulany of Great Falls

Santa and Mrs. Claus wave to
the children.
GREAT FALLS CONNECTION ¢

The Nativity scene brings to life the
meaning of Christmas.
DEceMBER 7-13, 2022 % 3



INDEPENDENT LIVING AT VINSON HALL RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
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EXPECT THE UNEXPECTED, EVERY DAY.

At Vinson Hall Retirement Community you’ll be greeted with surprise £

and delight everywhere you go on our exciting, amenity-rich campus. »‘fﬁ

0@ AN From thrills at the movie theater to being amazed at the latest culinary e
\\‘!GN'TQ Q&Wﬂ@ creations in one of our three dining options, to disbelief at your new g%
/ personal record in the fitness center—you’ll find wonder around every <

T : ! . e
HENDS! corner. Welcome to Vinson Hall Retirement Community, where it’s time
VINSON HALL to live a life of surprise.

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY

TO LEARN MORE, SCHEDULE A TOUR TODAY! - 703-721-4574

6251 OLD DOMINION DRIVE ~ MCLEAN, VA 22101 VINSONHALL.ORG aé&

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

i

* Electrical (ELE) Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

¢ (as Fitting (GFC) Since 1999 10° wn
¢ Heating Ventilation and Air notrgné)ugiﬂhe job
Conditioning (HVA) is complete for the

Angies list

past 17 years

* Plumbing (PLB) "’”“"*ME
¢ Residential Building (RBC) ==

Free Estimates 703=-999-2929

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

axon Stage After Hours pres-
S ents a workshop performance

of a brand new, student-writ-
ten play, “Gravediggers.” “Grave-
diggers” is an original dark come-
dy play following six inhabitants of
a run-down historic estate in ru-
ral Montana and the secrets they
bury down deep in the ground.

On one side of the Boothe Es-
tate lies a graveyard, garden, gift
shop, and mansion, home to ag-
ing property owner, Boothe, and
lonely gravedigger employee,
Pete. On the other side stands a
small church and clergy house,
now a part-time chapel, run by
Reverend Margot, and a funeral
home, run by her sister-in-law,
Audrey, and Audrey’s teenage
niece, Joyce.

When new groundskeeper Nel-
lie arrives at the Boothe Estate,
plants suddenly die, invasive
insects take over, and a new ro-
mance rewrites tombstones, leav-
ing secrets scrawled out across
the overgrown lawn. The Boothe
Estate’s odd occupants and even
odder staff members must learn
to let their skeletons out of the
closet in a story of love, destruc-
tion and obsessions with death.

“Gravediggers” is produced by
Saxon Stage After Hours, Lang-
ley High School’s student-run
production group. A short ex-
cerpt of “Gravediggers” was orig-
inally performed in November
2022 at Closing Time, a night

of Student-Written Play

A NEW PLAY

(GRAVEDIGGERS

of staged script readings written
and performed by the students
of Saxon Stage After Hours. This
December 2022 performance
of Gravediggers will feature the
full, two-act script, performed in
a bare-bones workshop-style set-
ting.

Cast includes Sarah Hilton as
Nellie, Atlas Zecca as Pete, Lily
Bowers as Joyce, Conor Farah
as Boothe, Ava Carter as Audrey,
and Lorna Evans as Margot.

Crew includes writer/direc-
tor Tess Jannery-Barney, stage
managers Jenny Mears and Izzy
Steenburgh, set design by Killian
Korchnak, and lighting design by
Cassie Keating.

“Gravediggers” performs on
Saturday, December 10th at 3
pm & 6:30 pm in the Langley
High School Black Box Theater at
6520 Georgetown Pike, McLean,
VA 22101. Tickets $5 at the door.
www.saxonstage.com

Your hometown

home & auto team

s o

\J

Kyle Knight Ins Agcy Inc
Kyle Knight, Agent
11736 Bowman Green Drive
Reston, VA 20190

ACROSS FROM RESTON TOWN CTR
WWW.KYLEKNIGHT.ORG

When you go with State Farm®,
you get neighborly service and a
local agent — all for a surprisingly
great rate.

Give me a call and get a quote
today.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

Individual premiums will vary by customer
All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

o StateFarm-

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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BULLETIN BOARD

will promote MCC activities via their
social media platforms and through
resources at their respective schools.
They will also assist in planning
events and activities targeted to the
youth of McLean in support of ac-
quiring their growing participation
in MCC programs. Ambassadors will
meet monthly at MCC or the Old

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least
two weeks before the event.

TUESDAY/DEC. 13
Travel with a Dementia Patient — How

Silver Line, which began service to
Dulles International Airport on No-
vember 15. Funding of the Metrorail
project is governed by an agreement
between the Airports Authority and
partners in Fairfax and Loudoun
counties, the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia and the federal government.

to Guide Families. Virtual event.
2-3:15 p.m. Featuring Jennifer L.
FitzPatrick MSW, LCSW-C, CSP of
Jenerations Health Education. Pan-
elist: Kiersten Parsons; Moderator:
Ni’Asia Griffin. For more informa-
tion and to register, visit: https://
www.jenerationshealth.com/In-
glesideaugust

MCLEAN COMMUNITY CENTER
SEEKS AMBASSADORS

To assist in fulfilling its mission to

provide programs of interest to

area teens, the McLean Community
Center (MCC) is launching a new
initiative, MCC Youth Ambassadors.
The purpose of the new initiative

is to empower teens to collect and
share their classmates’ ideas and
feedback with the MCC Governing
Board. McLean and Langley high
school students enrolled in 9th-12th
grades who reside in Dranesville
Small District 1A are eligible to
apply for the volunteer positions.
The deadline to apply is Friday, Dec.
9. MCC is located at 1234 Ingleside
Ave.

Youth Ambassadors will serve as

liaisons between community youth
and the two youth members of the
MCC Governing Board, Sarah Tran
(Langley High boundary area) and
Charlotte Loving (McLean High
boundary area). The ambassadors

Firehouse Center to discuss public
feedback and plan future activities.

MCC Youth Ambassador Applications
are posted on the MCC website,
www.mcleancenter.org. Completed
applications should be emailed to
MCC General Programs Director
Michael Fisher at michael.fisher@
fairfaxcounty.gov no later than
Friday, Dec. 9.

For more information, students may
contact MCC Governing Board
member Sarah Tran (McLean
High School Boundary Area) at
sarah.tran2@fairfaxcounty.gov or
Charlotte Loving (Langley High
School Boundary Area) at charlotte.
loving@fairfaxcounty.gov.

DULLES TOLL ROAD

RATES WILL RISE IN 2023

The Metropolitan Washington Airports
Authority board of directors voted
last week to increase rates for
two-axle vehicles on the Dulles
Toll Road from the current $3.25
to $4.00 at the main toll plaza and
from $1.50 to $2.00 on ramps. The
increase becomes effective January
1, 2023. Rates on the Dulles Toll
Road have not increased since Jan-
uary 1, 2019. Toll revenue follows
a long-standing plan of finance
to fund highway operating and
maintenance costs plus a portion
of construction costs for Metrorail’s

FAIRFAX COUNTY FIRE
AND RESCUE DEPARTMENT PAR-
TICIPATING IN TOYS FOR TOTS

CAMPAIGN

The Fairfax County Fire and Rescue
Department will be participating in
the Annual National Capital Region
Fire and EMS Departments’ 2022
Toys for Tots Campaign. The intent
of the campaign is to “bring holiday
joy and deliver a message of hope
to children.” Stations will accept
donations now through Sunday;,
December 11, 2022.

Collection boxes will be placed outside
the front door of each fire and
rescue station every morning. Res-
idents will be able to drop off toys
until 8 p.m., each evening.

Please help us to help those less fortu-
nate this holiday season. Thanks to
the generosity of those who live and
work in Fairfax County, FCFRD was
able to provide the Marines with
approximately 25,000 toys last year!

Children who are served by this cam-
paign include toddlers and youths
through age 17. The campaign will
only accept new, unwrapped toys.
Toys used as weapons or consid-
ered to be weapons (i.e., toy guns
or knives of any kind) will not be
accepted. Checks or money orders
for donations must be made payable
to Toys for Tots.

Visit www.gstephe

Open Saturdays

Complementary Insurance and Financial Review

ndul

State Farm Insurance
G. STEPHEN DULANEY

IN GREAT FALLS

oo StateFarm-

AUTOe HOME - LIFE
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There ®

aney.com

0J[dn|UBIS

siadpd 1no Jo ||b 0}

G. STEPHEN
DULANEY

703-759-4155

731-C WALKER RD.- GREAT FALLS, VA

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Office Bloomington, lllinois

Proud Supporter of Military Appreciation Mondays
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Here’s What’s
Happening

MCC Governing Board

December Meeting
Wednesday, Dec. 7, 6:30 p.m.

All meetings are open to the public.

Sponsored by The Alden

Light Up MclLean Holiday
House Decorating Contest

Home Decorators Register by
Friday, Dec. 9

Contest Voting Runs Dec. 19-Jan. 1

Ugly Sweater Party
Friday, Dec. 9, 7-9:30 p.m.

$35/$25 MCC district residents.

Presented by The Alden

Virginia Chamber Orchestra
Sunday, Dec. 18, 2 p.m.

$25/%$15 MCC district residents/
$20 seniors and students

Summit Ropes & Movie
Monday, Dec. 19, 8 a.m.-6 p.m.

$75/%$65 MCC district residents

Presented by The Alden

The Barter Players: “Frosty”
Monday, Dec. 19, 4 p.m.

$15/%$10 MCC district residents/
$12 seniors and students

T The McLean
| Community Center
| www.mcleancenter.org

Home of The Alden Theatre
www.aldentheatre.org

K1Y @mcleanvacenter
@ @mcleancenterva

1234 Ingleside Ave. McLean, VA 22101
703-790-0123

GREAT FALLs CONNECTION #% DECEMBER 7-13, 2022 % 5



GUARANTEED Life
Insurance up to $20,000.00

Modified Whole Life Insurance from Physicians Life Insurance Company

» Cash to help pay funeral

. Call for FREE Information
or other final expenses

1-844-509-1697
or go to life55plus.info/vapress

p You'll also get a FREE
Final Wishes Planner!

* Guaranteed acceptance
ages 45 to 85*

* No medical exam,
no health questions
*hges may vary by state. Guaranteed for one of these life insurance policies. Benefits reduced first

two years. Insurance Policy L770 (ID: L770ID; OK: L7700K; TN: L770TN).
6236

Annémwkﬁiﬁﬁikﬁﬂiim

To ADVERTISE IN THIS PAPER, CALL BY MONDAY 11:00 aM 703-778-9411

LIMITED TIME OFFER

80_.off
+

i TAKE AN ADDITIONAL

Upgrade Your Home with a

NEW METAL ROOF

Guaranteed to Last a Lifetime

- Made in
the USA

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

GUTT
PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE LlMlTED TIME OFFER'
2 % + 1 %
OFF

OFF
FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!'

Subject to credit appe

Promo Cod .285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

(G STODAY FO
AAIEIIiEE ESTIJIETE 1-877-614-6667
’ﬁ A COMPANY OF

LEAFHOME

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-5

o those whi gualif. On o omm nci household. N.)onh,.aao« esan ul‘cm\ dfor 1 year. HOffer valid at dme of esimate only. ZThe Ieading consumer reporing

P230UcenseN S5I54 SUFFOHIC Licersed ST229-H Licerses

225 Reglsradond 176447 Licensed 423330 Registradond® IR 1604

Licensed SO145 Licen se 408693 Reg)strad on# 1 IYHI9I53900 Rig)stradion # H- 'IJ'I 14 Licensed 215294 Regsora0 ond PADEI 38T Licensed 41354 Licerded 78956 DOPL
#10733658-5501 Ucensed 423330 Licensed 2705163445 Licensew LEARRNWEZZZ License® WyIS6312

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

No Payments & No Interest
a for 18 Months™

Military & Senior Discounts Available

*1000
OFF

OFFER EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2022

CALL NOW!

(844) 945-1631

*Includes product and labor, batiub, shower or walk-in fub and wall sumound. This promofion cannol be combined with any olher
offer. Other restcions may apply. This offer expires 12/31/2022. Each dealership is independently owned and operaled, *Third party
financing is available for those customers whe qualify. See your dealer for detalls. ®2022 BCl Acrdic Inc

BATH &
SHOWER

10% off

Install Tor Mikitary, Heallh
Workers and First Responders

€ERIE =

Faeah-d

Call today to schedule your

\ FREE ESTIMATE
~1-844-902- 4611

GENE

PWREEID

SOLAR + BATTUNY STORAGE SYSTUM

T

Prepare for
Power Outages
& Save Money

L AR

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!™
| (833) 688-1378

i

“Offer value when purchased at retail.
Solar panels sold separately.

Save now with

50.°

Caring for next spring’s
perfect lawn starts now.

Your First Application
AMERICA'S #1

Call for your FREE, no-obligation quote today!

1-855-942-6217

“Special price is for first lawn application only. Reguires purchase of annual plan, for new residential
EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may
vary by geography. Not to bc combined with or used in confuncllon with any other effer or discount.
Additicnal restnctions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. tPurchase of annual lawn plan
required for Healthy Lawn Anao)/f'lf‘ which is performed at the first visit. America’s #1 lawn care company
based on LS. market share professicnal lawn care companies. 2021 MMR Brand Health Tracker.
*Guarantee apphes to annual plan customers anly. BEE accredited since 07/01/2012. @2022 TruGreen
Limited Partnership. All nghts reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

GENERAC
Prepare
for power
outages
today

WITH A HOME
STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac deaker for full terms and canditions

REQUEST A
FREE QUOTE

(844) 947-1479

7-Year Extended Warranty”

F RE E — A $695 Value!

o qualll\o\ mnsu mers must request a quote, purchase, nstall and activate the
dealer. Call for a full [t of tarms and canditions.
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ONGOING

Town of Vienna Holiday Decorating
Contest. Ring in the holiday
season by participating in the 2022
Town of Vienna Holiday Deco-
rating Contest. This year’s theme
is “Shine Bright, Vienna!” As in
past years, the contest is open to
residents and businesses located
in the Town of Vienna who are
encouraged to create a festive,
holiday display that will draw
visitors to the town. Displays will
be judged by the Town Business
Liaison Committee (TBLC) judging
panel and voted on by commu-
nity members. The TBLC judging
panel will select business winners
on Dec. 8. Community members
will also have an opportunity to
vote online for the resident and
business “People’s Choice Award”
through Dec. 9 at 12 p.m., and
winners will be announced at the
regular Town Council meeting at
Town Hall on Dec. 9 beginning at 8
p-m., and via social media and the
Town website.

NOW THRU DEC. 11

”The Rainmaker.” At 1st Stage, 1524
Spring Hill Road, Tysons. “The
Rainmaker,” written by N. Richard
Nash and directed by Deidra La-
Wan Starnes. Not only is the Curry
family farm being paralyzed by
a devastating drought, but Lizzie
Curry, to the chagrin of her father
and brothers, is unmarried with
no viable prospects. A charming,
confident trickster named Starbuck

SEe CALENDAR, PAGE 7

Great Falls
CONNECTION

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Twitter @followfairfax

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered
to homes and businesses.
Published by
Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to
connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
greatfalls@connectionnewspapers.com

Mary Kimm
Editor and Publisher
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Mercia Hobson
Staff Reporter
mhobson@connectionnewspapers.com

Ken Moore
Contributing Writer
kmoore@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information
sales@connectionnewspapers.com
703-778-9431

Debbie Funk

Display Advertising/National Sales
703-778-9444
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



CALENDAR

FroM Pace 6

comes to town and promises
to bring rain in exchange for
$100, setting off a series of
events that enable Lizzie to
see herself in a new light.
Show times are Thursdays at
7:30 p.m., Fridays at 8 p.m.,
Saturdays at 2 and 8 p.m.,
Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets:
Tickets: $50 general admis-
sion, $47 seniors (65+),
$15 students, educators, and
military. Purchase online at
www. 1ststage.org or 703-
854-1856.

DEC. 9-11

Capital Art & Craft Festival. At
Dulles Expo Center in Chan-
tilly. The Winter Capital Art
& Craft Festival will feature
art in more than a dozen
mediums including glass,
jewelry, leather, paintings,
prints, photography, pottery,
wearable art and wood.
Show times: Friday, Dec. 9:
10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Saturday,
Dec. 10: 10 a.m. — 5 p.m.;
Sunday, Dec. 11: 10 a.m. -4
p.m. Tickets: $10 in advance;
$12 at the door Senior
discount available; children
under 12 free. Ticket infor-
mation: www.CapitalArtAnd-
CraftFestivals.com

FRIDAY/DEC. 9

Santa’s Ride. Vienna residents who wish to
support Santa’s Ride can drop off new,
unwrapped toys, games, books, and gifts at
the Vienna Police Department, 301 Center
St. S; the Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry St., SE; or Vienna Town Hall during
normal business hours. All items must be
dropped off by 3 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 9, 2022.
Police officers on motorcycle from multiple
jurisdictions will escort Santa to local schools
and government buildings to pick up the
donated items and deliver them to hospitals
and to community children in need. Santa’s
Ride 2022 is supported by the Fairfax County
Police Department, Fairfax County Sheriff’s
Office, City of Fairfax Police Department, Falls
Church Sheriff’s Office, Herndon Police De-
partment, Metropolitan Washington Airports
Authority, Vienna Police Department and
Virginia State Police.

FRIDAY/DEC. 9

Ugly Sweater Party. 7-9:30 p.m. At 1440 Chain
Bridge Rd, McLean. The Old Firehouse 5th &
6th Grader Parties are themed and decorated
accordingly. Partygoers can enjoy catered
food and beverages, a DJ spinning the latest
tunes, an open dance floor and a variety of
other attractions and activities.

HUNTERS WOODS AT RAILS EDGE

WINTER EVENTS

Wednesday evenings from 4-6 p.m.

Dec. 7 -- Holiday Shopping: Local Craft Market

Dec. 21 -- Welcome Party (New residents) and
Karaoke

Dec. 28 -- Cooking Demo with Chef

RSVP required. RSVP to HWTEMarketing@Integ-
raCare.com or call 703-429-1130.

Signluplfor

Th Winter Lantern Festival will be held Dec. 16 Thru
Feb. 12, 2023 in Tysons Corner.

SUNDAY/DEC. 11
Traditional Celtic Music. 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m.

At the Old Brogue Pub, 760-C Walker Road,
Great Falls. Featuring Jody Marshall’s Holiday
Celebration: One of the top hammered
dulcimer players in America, Jody Marshall
has been performing for more than a quarter
century. She is accompanied by Jim Queen on
fiddle, banjo and vocals, Susan Queen on bass
guitar and vocals, and Paul Nahay on piano,
bringing us holiday favorites old and new.
Visit jodymarshall.net.

DEC. 16 THRU FEB. 12
Winter Lantern Festival will debut a spectacular

holiday light adventure at the Lerner Town
Square, 8025 Galleria Drive in Tysons starting
December 16 through February 12th. Created
by Kaleido Arts & Entertainment Group,
Winter Lantern Festival will feature a total of
over 10,000 of LED Chinese-inspired artisan
lanterns, along with live performances and on-
site food vendors. Guests will wander through
a wonderland of light that includes Chinese
myths, legends, and zodiacs. In addition, they
will view handmade lanterns encompassing a
world of ice, including displays of mammoths,
polar bears, and penguins. There will also be
interactive light swings, see-saws, and tunnels.
Be prepared to indulge your friends, family,
and yourself in photo opportunities! Hours are
Fridays to Sundays from 5-10 p.m. Visit www.
winterlanternfestival.com.

NOW THRU DEC. 31
Crafts for Kids. 10 a.m. to 12 noon. At Reston Art

Gallery and Studios, 11400 Washington Plaza
W at Lake Anne, Reston. Free, themed art
projects for children (with guardian) are of-
fered at Reston Art Gallery and Studios every
Saturday from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. Visit the
website: www.restonartgallery.com

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
to all of our papers

www.connhectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

,'B
DIRECTORY

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

CaLL 703-549-0004

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

SOSTNESS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

K &D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated
Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc...

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

lektrkman28@gmail.com

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage

Q ProDrainage
. - : E:a:Frlc;Ni.-P;-!..m.!dis;:alpe Duin:'ug!' Expﬂ'fs
Drainage, Erosion,L ¥ Patios, | g Walls & More
Your Neighbarhood Company since 19871
703-772-0500 www.Prodrainage.com

WA, Licansed Class A Contracior

FREE DIGITAL
SUBSCRIPTION

to any or all of our 15 papers
WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM/SUBSCRIBE

We Need Your Help Again

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784
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Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to  nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout

Alexandria, Fairfax County Arfington County and Poto- The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in

‘mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media. tumn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these

Now we need help again in 2022. local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-

Each local newspapers mission aspires {o provide great-  ward into 2022.

er community service, and we do know that our commu-

nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year's The b ear,

financial support from readers and supporters like you Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-

bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us

and both made our survival possible. We now await a_ throughout, and many more have done what they can. In

decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru- the fall of 2021 we saw the retur of some advertising for

ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the

need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal fime horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of

for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you. expenses despite our greatly curtaied costs.

Newspapers & Online

Please, help save these historical papers Connection Newspapers has been offering these local
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless
Al gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and residents have grown up with these papers covering
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient significant moments in the lives of family and children,
employees, writers, contracors and suppliers. news, community events, school activiies, and even pic-

tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news- tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection
papers across the country, and our newspapers con- or historical connection that local papers like Connection
finue to be at rsk Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide.
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust- If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria has been featured, you understand the value of local
Gazette Packet, Mount Veron Gazette and all Con- community newspapers

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street » Alexandria, VA « 703-778-9431

“IN THE
GRASP”

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

(Recent emails have prompted this column.) “In
the grasp” is a football expression most often associ-
ated with quarterbacks being “sacked,” (a defensive
player having a secure hold of the quarterback).

This basically means that the play is over/“the play

is dead.” It could also characterize an online scam.
(I'should know.) It occurs when you are speaking
with someone at the end of an 800 number who is
asking for remote control of your computer to install,
upgrade, download, upload, and/or fix whatever
computer problem precipitated this call. You're
asking/needing help and consequently, you might be
putting yourself at risk.

I experienced this circumstance one time and
it nearly cost me $3,000. | responded to an online
solicitation that seemed to offer a reward/payout for
something. It seemed harmless enough, so | made
the call. Given how our consuming patterns have
evolved with the internet, responding to emails from
mostly familiar brands and buying some of what
they're selling, “cyber-Monday” comes to mind, is
how much of our consuming is done these days. And
of course, you pay with a credit card to complete the
transaction. However, sometimes the solicitations/
sites are not what they purport to be. It's difficult to
discern, occasionally, whether “it’s live or if its Me-
morex.” Sometimes, it’s hard to tell fact from fiction/
to know what’s real or what's not (dangerous). (Begin-
ning in the 70s, Memorex advertised Ella Fitzgerald
“scatting” into a microphone, live, and showing a
glass breaking from her sound. Then they played their
recording from the performance and again the wine
glass shattered. And then the voice-over asked: “Is it
live or Memorex?”

I think this is what happened to me when “I was
in the grasp” after multiple hours on the phone. My
innocent inquiry into the “real” offer lead me down
more than just a garden path. Instead, it led very
nearly to my bank - to pay the piper. It all started
innocently enough (so | thought) with me giving con-
trol of my computer to this voice on the other end of
the phone to process the purchase/payment due me.
The payment was made to my bank, and I was told
to go online and check my account. When | looked,

I noticed a $3,000 (not $30) deposit. They made a
mistake or so it seemed. Still on the phone with this
far-away person, he admitted they made a mistake
and to receive my real reward, | needed to repay
them the $3,000. | suggested that they simply retrieve
the money the same way they deposited it. He said
they couldn’t do that - for whatever reason, and that |
needed to repay them, this time said with a bit more
urgency. | began to sense that | was being manipulat-
ed and slowed my roll accordingly.

Unfortunately, they sped up their roll and said if
I didn’t repay them, blah, blah, blah. I didn’t agree
and then their grip/manipulation got tighter. Having
control of my computer, he deleted all my icons. |
couldn’t quite figure out what they were doing. Then
when | asked for the icons to be returned, the scam
took a nastier turn. He said, he was going to “lock”
my computer unless | repaid the $3,000. Being into
the second hour of this negotiation, | began to get
nervous — and flustered, realizing that unless | paid
this ransom, my computer and all its memories would
be gone, and since my computer is my business (and
| have minimal computer skills/knowledge), I acqui-
esced and asked how what I should do to resolve this
matter. He said | need to go to my bank and get a
certified check (payable to whom I don’t remember)
and then go to a local Western Union office near
me home and wire them the money. Now | officially
realized that | was as in trouble/at risk of losing this
$3,000. With no alternatives, so far as | knew (which
wasn't very far), | went outside and got into my car
and started driving to my bank, while still on the cell
phone with this “solicitor.” About halfway there, |
decided | didn’t want to be a victim and so | told the
man | was not going to pay him. He got mad and said
he “was going to lock my computer,” (I determined
that the $3,000 payment would be more harmful to
me than the computer lock). | turned the car around
and returned home to find out if | had suffered anu
consequences for not paying. Sure enough, when |
got home, | tried to turn on the computer, but | found
it impossible to do so. Apparently, this man was
indeed a man of his word, as far as locking my com-
puter is concerned anyway. Now, whenever | receive
emails from unfamiliar sites, they remain unseen.
| learned my lesson, very nearly the hard way (un-
locking the computer simply required a trip to Best
Buy, computer in hand and to pay a fee for unlocking
services rendered). | may not be the sharpest knife in
the drawer but thankfully I'm not the dullest, either.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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