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Santa front and center waves to 
children of Lake Anne in Reston 
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

See Sully Roundups, Page 5

Centreville Pedestrian Struck and 
Killed by Car

Detectives from the Fairfax County Police Department’s Crash Recon-
struction Unit continue to investigate a fatal crash that happened last 
Monday, Nov. 28, at 9:03 p.m. The victim was a pedestrian, Jacinto 
Chavez Ramos, 29, of Centreville.

The tragedy occurred at the intersection of Lee Highway and Trinity 
Parkway in Centreville. According to Sully District police, the driver of 
a 2021 Toyota Corolla was traveling south on Lee Highway when that 
vehicle struck Chavez Ramos in the crosswalk. 

Rescue personnel responded and pronounced Chavez Ramos dead; the 
driver remained at the scene. Preliminarily, police say speed and alcohol 
do not appear to be factors for the driver in the crash. 

Anyone with information about this incident is asked to contact the 
Crash Reconstruction Unit at 703-280-0543. Tips may also be submitted 
anonymously through Crime Solvers by calling 1-866-411-TIPS (866-
411-8477).

Chantilly Woman Charged with 
Felony Embezzlement

Fairfax County police have charged a Chantilly woman with felony 
embezzlement. Arrested last week was Denise Pitkin-Tilson, 55, who 
worked at Target and also at Eagle View Elementary School in Fairfax as 
an instructional assistant.

She’s charged with stealing more than $10,000 in cash, gift cards 
and merchandise from the Target store in Chantilly. Police were called 
Monday, Nov. 28, at 7:52 p.m., by a loss-prevention officer at the store 
at 14391 Chantilly Crossing Lane. Pitkin-Tilson worked there as a 
part-time cashier, and police say this officer had received word from 
Target headquarters that “the store was missing money at the end of 
Pitkin-Tilson’s shift.”

Sully Roundups
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By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

 

Fairfax County received 75 nominations 
from all magisterial districts to change 
the Comprehensive Plan as a part of 

the 2022-2023 Site-Specific Plan Amend-
ment nomination process. On Tuesday, Dec. 
6. the board unanimously accepted eligible 
nominations into the 2022-2023 County-
wide Site-Specific Plan Amendment (SSPA) 
process. The supervisors then unanimously 
rejected nominations not on the list. The 
SSPA  is the process by which anyone can 
propose (nominate) a change to the land 
use recommendations in the County’s Com-
prehensive Plan for a particular site.

One proposal worried some in Reston.
According to a summary of the proposed 

comprehensive plan change, nominator 
Steve Siegel of Virginia Investment Partners 
2019 LLC proposed that a portion of Reston 
National Golf Cours’s 168 acres be devel-
oped with a mixed-use village accompanied 
by a linear park and the permanent preser-
vation of the remaining approximately 100 
acres as publicly accessible open space/na-
ture conservancy.

Board action was requested at the Dec. 
6 meeting to allow community outreach 
for the screening phase to begin in January 
2023. The county executive recommended 
that the board review the nominations and 
direct staff on which ones should move for-
ward to the screening phase.

Supervisor Kathy Smith (D-Sully) ex-
plained that the Dec. 6, 2022 proposed 
nominations circulated to board members 

and the clerk of the board included a few 
additional nominations that were not part of 
the 74 nominations shown in Attachment 1: 
2022-2023 SSPA Nomination Summary.

“The nominations that are accepted will 
proceed into screening which will include a 
review by staff, the community, and the Plan-
ning Commission to determine which nomi-
nations should be advanced to the Compre-
hensive Plan Amendment Work Program as 
formal plan amendment,” Smith said.

Vice Chair Penny Gross (D- Mason) said 
she thought there still was much misunder-
standing of the SSPA process based on the 
emails she had received from one particular 
district. “We need to do a better job perhaps 
of that. The bulldozers are not coming down 
the street because somebody has put for-
ward an SSPA,” she said.

According to Gross, it is a long process. 
Many nominations might not advance. 

Concerned about dead-ending some nomi-
nations, she asked  the staff when the next 
SSPA opportunity would be.

“We anticipate that the next round of re-
view will begin no sooner than 2024. But 
that’s subject to the board’s action,” said 
Graham Owen, planner IV, Policy & Plan De-
velopment Branch, PD, Department of Plan-
ning and Development. He explained this 
was the beginning of the initial countywide 
review.

Gross clarified. I just wanted to make sure 
of it because there’s a lot of angst about what 
may go forward but may not go forward.”

Supervisor Walter Alcorn spoke briefly. 
“I’ll just say, as the district with the most 
ones of these (15), I look forward to the 
screening process. Thank you.

Track nominations, maps, community 
meetings and PC Public Workshop online at 
Tracking the Progress of a Nomination.

It’s a screening process, not bulldozers.

Supervisors Accept and Reject Countywide 
Site-Specific Plan Amendment Nominations

News

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

 

L
ake Anne, considered the “heart 
and soul” of Reston, held its annu-
al Jingle on Lake holiday event on 
December 3. The long-running cus-

tom marked its 51st season with activities 
throughout the day.

At noon, much to the delight of the 
children and adults, Santa arrived on the 
scene by barge, escorted by his paddle-
boarding elves. 

Elf escort for Santa 
on Lake Anne.  

Santa front and center waves to children of Lake Anne in 
Reston while Grand Marshall Kurt Rose takes in the crowd and 
watches the onboard campfire.

Santa docks at Lake Anne in Reston,  
leaving his elves to take care of the barge.

Jingle on Lake Rings in the Season

Sky Bold, 3, of Reston with mom Zaya, is one of the first chil-
dren to sit next to Santa but is not comfortable next to him.

The line of people is growing longer and longer as everyone 
eagerly waits to share their wishes with Santa.

Photos by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
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Tree Lighting

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

 

T
he Herndon Chamber of Com-
merce presented the Holiday 
Tree Lighting & Sing-Along 2022 
Saturday evening, Dec. 3, on the 

Town Hall Square in Herndon.
Laura Poindexter of the chamber said that 

14 sponsors came forward to make the tree 
lighting and sing-along happen, including 
Northwest Federal Credit Union, Herndon 
Moose Lodge 2274, Green Lizard Cycling, 
Mile 20 at Mediterranean Breeze, and 
Queenb Creative.  Poindexter  welcomed 
Mayor Sheila Olem and Councilmember Sig-
ne Friedrichs, who stood beside her.

Olem reminded everyone that the Hern-
don Station on the Silver Line is open, and 
Herndon is the only town in the Common-
wealth with Metro. She added that the Pride 

of Herndon Band presented at 
the Metro opening just like it 

was that evening for the Holiday Tree Light-
ing. She invited everyone to the Menorah 
Lighting on Dec.18 to join the Nachman 
family and others who put it up years ago on 
the Town Square and will continue to do so 
in the future.

Olem  counted, “Five, four, three, two, 
one.” The tree glowed against the night sky, 
and the caroling began with music by the  
Herndon High School Band led by Kathleen 
Jacoby, director of bands at Herndon High 
School.

John Boylan, president of the chamber, 
said the organization does three things very 
well, commerce, connections, and commu-
nity. “That’s where we are tonight, a great 
community,” Boylan said.

A special thanks went out to the Town 
of Herndon Public Works, Herndon High 
School Band, Fairfax County Fire Station 4, 
and mayor Sheila Olem.

Santa arrives by fire truck.

Holiday Tree Lighting & Sing Along in the Town

The Pride of Herndon plays music for the crowd to join 
in the sing-along after the town’s official Christmas Tree 
is illuminated on Sat., Dec. 3.

Wynde and Jim of Herndon pose seconds after the 
lights go on for the Town of Herndon’s  Christmas Tree. 
It is a beloved holiday tradition in front of the old Town 
Hall on Elden Street.

Emily, 3, and Madeline, 1 ½, of Herndon drink up on a 
chilly night, waiting for Santa to arrive at the Town Hall 
Square in Herndon.

The Pride of Herndon, Herndon High 
School Band under the direction of 
Kathleen Jacoby

Santa arrives by Fairfax County Fire Sta-
tion 4 with his Food for Neighbors bag.

Hands quietly ask Santa for a mini 
candy cane. The eyes of a child in awe High fives speak all languages.

Lighting the night with plastic Christmas 
trees compliments of Northwest Federal 
Credit Union.

Photos by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
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Audiences are invited to spend an evening 
tapping their feet, singing along and hearing 
Christmas memories during the Appalachian 

Bluegrass Christmas show presented by Shoestring 
Theatre Co. It’s one night only – Friday, Dec. 16, at 
7:30 p.m. at Arts Herndon, 750 Center St., Herndon.

Tickets are $10 at the door or via https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/appalachian-bluegrass-christ-
mas-tickets-462652785937. But seating is very limit-
ed, so people are encouraged to purchase their tickets 
in advance.

Performers Dell Pendergrast, Nora Zanger and 
Angela Castillo will share stories of Christmas in 

the hills of Virginia. For example, attendees will 
learn why so many old timers celebrated Christ-
mas on Jan. 6. They’ll also hear about Christmas 
in the Coal Camps and may even want to board the 
Santa Train.

“Musical Director Roger Bullock and musicians 
Hank Lewis and Katherine Graham bring the soul of 
the mountains to life with Appalachian music,” said 
Shoestring founder Amelia Townsend. “Audiences will 
love singing with the performers and enjoying both 
familiar songs, plus traditional Appalachian tunes.”

— Bonnie Hobbs

‘Appalachian Bluegrass Christmas’ 
Comes to Arts Herndon

From Page 2

According to police, she was recorded for more than a month and 
“was [allegedly] seen embezzling money from registers, as well as 
stealing gift cards and merchandise.” After being questioned at the 
Sully District Police Station, Pitkin-Tilson was taken to the Adult 
Detention Center and later released on $2,000 bond. In addition, 
FCPS was notified of her arrest. 

Anyone with information about this case, or others possibly re-
lated, is asked to contact detectives at 703-246-7800. Tips may 
also be submitted anonymously through Crime Solvers by calling 
1-866-411-TIPS. 

‘Hidden in Plain Sight’ for  
Parents of Teens

Fairfax County police are offering a hands-on, in-person, in-
teractive program for parents and guardians of teenagers. Called 
“Hidden in Plain Sight,” it’ll be held Monday, Dec. 12, from 6:30-
8:30 p.m., at Liberty Middle School, 6801 Union Mill Road in Little 
Rocky Run.

Attendees will be guided through a presentation opening their 
eyes to what’s right in front of them. This program begins with a 
setup of a teenager’s bedroom which includes close to 100 “red 
flags” indicating risky behavior. Parents are encouraged to touch 
everything and identify these red flags. 

Register at https://bit.ly/libertyhips22. Or register for other, up-
coming presentations dates at https://bit.ly/fcpdhips. Registration 
is required, and seats are limited for this free event. For further in-
formation or to arrange a presentation for an organization, club or 
group, email PFC Meg Hawkins at FCPDHIPS@fairfaxcounty.gov. 

Car Seat Inspections, Dec. 15
Parents may get their children’s car seats inspected on Thursday, 

Dec. 15, from 5-8:30 p.m., outside the Sully District Police Station. 
It’s at 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly. Inspections are done on a 
first-come, first-served basis. Participants are asked to wear a mask 
and adhere to social-distancing and safety precautions.

They should also install the child safety seat themselves, so the 
inspection can be performed. The seat will be properly re-installed, 
if necessary, and parents will be taught how to install the seat prop-
erly, in the future. 

Gift Card Drive for  
Child Victims

The Fairfax County Police Department’s Victim Services Division 
is holding its 9th Annual gift-card drive. They’ll be used to benefit 
child victims, children who’ve witnessed domestic and sexual vio-
lence, and children who’ve lost a loved one to homicide. Especially 
useful are gift cards to, for example, Target, Walmart, Amazon, 
grocery and clothing stores, as well as to local restaurants.

Please drop off or mail these cards, from now until Dec. 16, to: 
Saly Fayez, director, Victim Services Division, 12099 Government 
Center Pkwy., Fairfax, VA 22035. Gift cards will be distributed to 
the children’s families by Dec. 17 to enable them to have meals 
and presents and a happier holiday. For more information, contact 
Fayez at saly.fayez@fairfaxcounty.gov or 703-246-2465.

Storybook Trail Opens at  
E.C. Lawrence Park

Children may learn all about squirrels and chipmunk and spot 
some local squirrels while taking a child-appropriate stroll on the 
new Storybook Trail in Ellanor C. Lawrence Park. This new trail 
lets parents and children share a healthful walk and an outdoor 
adventure together. 

Children will enjoy running like squirrels from sign to sign along 
this .15-mile path to read a story about a squirrel and a chipmunk 
in their natural habitat. And besides English, it’ll also be available 
in Spanish and Korean. The park is at 5040 Walney Road in Chan-
tilly. For more information, call 703-631-0013 or go to https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/eclawrence.

Sully RoundupsNews

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

D
etectives from Fairfax County Police 
Department’s Major Crimes Bureau 
Cold Case Squad have solved the mys-
tery of a woman found dead in 1993 

at the base of a cedar tree in Centreville. She 
was identified Nov. 21 as Sharon Kay Abbott 
Lane.

Her identification was made possible by ad-
vanced DNA testing and forensic-grade, genome 
sequencing provided by Othram Inc. Funding 
for this testing was provided by anonymous do-
nors through DNASolves.

On Dec. 6, 1993, landscapers discovered hu-
man skeletal remains in a wooded area in the 
6800 block of Sharpsburg Drive in Centreville. 
Detectives responded to the scene, where they 
gathered evidence that they believed belonged 
to the victim. These items included jewelry, de-
teriorated clothing, a red comb and a yellow 
barrette.

The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner 
believed the body was that of a 
female between 28-39 years old. 
Experts determined that she’d 
sustained several stab and knife 
wounds to the upper body. 

Police say Lane was last heard 
from around 1987 and was be-
lieved to be living in Fairfax 
County. Some three to four years 
later, her late father received an 
anonymous phone call from a 
woman stating that his daugh-
ter was dead. But there are still 
many unanswered questions re-
lated to her death, such as who 
was responsible and what was 
the motive.

However, Major Ed O’Carroll, of 
the Major Crimes, Cyber and Fo-
rensics Bureau, remains optimistic. 
“The tragic death of Sharon Kay Abbott Lane is now 
closer to being solved with the help of advanced DNA 
testing,” he said. “Our detectives will use this new in-
formation to continue to seek justice for the victim in 
this case.”

According to police, Othram used advanced Foren-

sic Genetic Genealogy technology 
to identify a possible family mem-
ber of Lane’s. Detectives contacted 
that person, which then led to ad-
ditional family connections across 
the nation. Police combed through 
the names and made many calls to 
track down Lane’s immediate fam-
ily. 

Furthermore, with the help of 
the Jackson County Sheriff’s Office 
in Georgia, Fairfax County detec-
tives were able to make contact 
with a family member who led 
them to Lane’s brother and, even-
tually, her children. A DNA sample 
provided to Othram confirmed the 
match.

Meanwhile, police here continue 
asking the public for help in solving Lane’s murder. 
“We encourage anyone who may have known Sha-
ron or her associates to contact our detectives,” said 
O’Carroll. “They’d like to hear from you.” Tips may be 
submitted anonymously via Crime Solvers by phoning 
1-866-411-TIPS.

The yellow barrette and red 
comb police found at the scene.

Police released this photo of 16-year-old Sharon Lane 
holding her baby daughter beside her husband Danny 
in 1976. She later had a son, as well.

DNA Testing Identifies 
Cold Case Victim
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ClassifiedClassified
To Advertise in This Paper, Call by Monday 11:00 am 703-778-9411

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Be a part of our: 

Wellbeing pages, the first 
week of every month. 

Delight in our HomeLifeStyle 
sections, the second week 
of every month. Peek at the 
top real estate sales, glimpse 
over-the-top remodeling 
projects, get practical 
suggestions for your home. 

Celebrate students, camps, 
schools, enrichment 
programs, colleges and 
more in our A-plus: 
Education, Learning, 
Fun pages, the third week 
of every month. 

Senior Living, fourth week 
of every month.

Questions? 
E-mail sales@connection 

newspapers.com or 
call 703-778-9431

VeriSign, Inc. has  job openings in 
Reston, VA: Engineer IV – Software 
Engineering [Req #V0500]: Provide 
hands- on implementation including 
requirements analysis, system and 
software design, coding and techni-
cal leadership of high profile, custom 
developed, highly available produc-
tion applications. Engineer – Data-
base Engineering [Req #V0501]: Pro-
vide system administration support 
and responsible for the installation, 
configuration, upgrade, patching, 
administration, monitoring, security 
and maintenance of our corporate 
applications on-premise databases. 
Mail resume to Attn: Dave Carney, 
12061 Bluemont Way, Reston, VA 
20190. Must include job title and req 
# to be considered.

Employment

ABC LICENSE
ONE TOMO, Inc. trading as TOMO IZAKAYA 

JAPANESE SUSHI AND GRILL, 13810-A Brad-
dock Road, Centreville, Fairfax Co., Virginia 22012 

+ 2456. The above establishment is applying to 
the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY for a 
Beer & Wine On Premises and Mixed Beverages 

license to sell or manufacture alcoholic beverages. 
Jong H. Cho, President. Date notice posted at es-
tablishment:11 23 2022. NOTE: Objections to the 

issuance of this license must be submitted to ABC 
no later than 30 days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required newspaper legal notices. 

Objections should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

Legals
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Business Business 
DirectoryDirectory

Call 703-549-0004
for advertising information

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING
Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage

And affiliated newspapers

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street • Alexandria, VA • 703-778-9431

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to 
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout 
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Poto-
mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media. 
Now we need help again in 2022.

Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great-
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year’s 
financial support from readers and supporters like you 
bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, 
and both made our survival possible. We now await a 
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru-
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we 
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time 
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.

Please, help save these historical papers.

All gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and 
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient 
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. 

The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news-
papers across the country, and our newspapers con-
tinue to be at risk. 
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust-
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria 
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con-

nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in 
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these 
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to 
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
ward into 2022.

The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise. 
Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us 
throughout, and many more have done what they can. In 
the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for 
events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the 
horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of 
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs. 

Connection Newspapers has been offering these local 
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless 
residents have grown up with these papers covering 
significant moments in the lives of family and children, 
news, community events, school activities, and even pic-
tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection 
or historical connection that local papers like Connection 
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide. 
If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school 
has been featured, you understand the value of local 
community newspapers. 

March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Newspapers & Online

25 Cents

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria

March 24, 2016

Publishing Since 1784

25 CENTS Newsstand PriceMARCH 23-29, 2016

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

We Need Your Help Again
We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s 

oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

(Recent emails have prompted this column.) “In 
the grasp” is a football expression most often associ-
ated with quarterbacks being “sacked,” (a defensive 
player having a secure hold of the quarterback). 
This basically means that the play is over/“the play 
is dead.” It could also characterize an online scam. 
(I should know.) It occurs when you are speaking 
with someone at the end of an 800 number who is 
asking for remote control of your computer to install, 
upgrade, download, upload, and/or fix whatever 
computer problem precipitated this call. You’re 
asking/needing help and consequently, you might be 
putting yourself at risk.

I experienced this circumstance one time and 
it nearly cost me $3,000. I responded to an online 
solicitation that seemed to offer a reward/payout for 
something. It seemed harmless enough, so I made 
the call. Given how our consuming patterns have 
evolved with the internet, responding to emails from 
mostly familiar brands and buying some of what 
they’re selling, “cyber-Monday” comes to mind, is 
how much of our consuming is done these days. And 
of course, you pay with a credit card to complete the 
transaction. However, sometimes the solicitations/
sites are not what they purport to be. It’s difficult to 
discern, occasionally, whether “it’s live or if its Me-
morex.” Sometimes, it’s hard to tell fact from fiction/
to know what’s real or what’s not (dangerous). (Begin-
ning in the 70s, Memorex advertised Ella Fitzgerald 
“scatting” into a microphone, live, and showing a 
glass breaking from her sound. Then they played their 
recording from the performance and again the wine 
glass shattered. And then the voice-over asked: “Is it 
live or Memorex?”

I think this is what happened to me when “I was 
in the grasp” after multiple hours on the phone. My 
innocent inquiry into the “real” offer lead me down 
more than just a garden path. Instead, it led very 
nearly to my bank – to pay the piper. It all started 
innocently enough (so I thought) with me giving con-
trol of my computer to this voice on the other end of 
the phone to process the purchase/payment due me. 
The payment was made to my bank, and I was told 
to go online and check my account. When I looked, 
I noticed a $3,000 (not $30) deposit. They made a 
mistake or so it seemed. Still on the phone with this 
far-away person, he admitted they made a mistake 
and to receive my real reward, I needed to repay 
them the $3,000. I suggested that they simply retrieve 
the money the same way they deposited it. He said 
they couldn’t do that - for whatever reason, and that I 
needed to repay them, this time said with a bit more 
urgency. I began to sense that I was being manipulat-
ed and slowed my roll accordingly.

Unfortunately, they sped up their roll and said if 
I didn’t repay them, blah, blah, blah. I didn’t agree 
and then their grip/manipulation got tighter. Having 
control of my computer, he deleted all my icons. I 
couldn’t quite figure out what they were doing. Then 
when I asked for the icons to be returned, the scam 
took a nastier turn.  He said, he was going to “lock” 
my computer unless I repaid the $3,000. Being into 
the second hour of this negotiation, I began to get 
nervous – and flustered, realizing that unless I paid 
this ransom, my computer and all its memories would 
be gone, and since my computer is my business (and 
I have minimal computer skills/knowledge), I acqui-
esced and asked how what I should do to resolve this 
matter. He said I need to go to my bank and get a 
certified check (payable to whom I don’t remember) 
and then go to a local Western Union office near 
me home and wire them the money. Now I officially 
realized that I was as in trouble/at risk of losing this 
$3,000. With no alternatives, so far as I knew (which 
wasn’t very far), I went outside and got into my car 
and started driving to my bank, while still on the cell 
phone with this “solicitor.” About halfway there, I 
decided I didn’t want to be a victim and so I told the 
man I was not going to pay him. He got mad and said 
he “was going to lock my computer,” (I determined 
that the $3,000 payment would be more harmful to 
me than the computer lock). I turned the car around 
and returned home to find out if I had suffered anu 
consequences for not paying. Sure enough, when I 
got home, I tried to turn on the computer, but I found 
it impossible to do so. Apparently, this man was 
indeed a man of his word, as far as locking my com-
puter is concerned anyway. Now, whenever I receive 
emails from unfamiliar sites, they remain unseen. 
I learned my lesson, very nearly the hard way (un-
locking the computer simply required a trip to Best 
Buy, computer in hand and to pay a fee for unlocking 
services rendered). I may not be the sharpest knife in 
the drawer but thankfully I’m not the dullest, either.

“IN THE 
GRASP”ONGOING

Town of Vienna Holiday Deco-
rating Contest.  Ring in the 
holiday season by partici-
pating in the 2022 Town of 
Vienna Holiday Decorating 
Contest. This year’s theme 
is “Shine Bright, Vienna!” As 
in past years, the contest is 
open to residents and busi-
nesses located in the Town of 
Vienna who are encouraged 
to create a festive, holiday 
display that will draw visitors 
to the town. Displays will be 
judged by the Town Business 
Liaison Committee (TBLC) 
judging panel and voted on 
by community members. The 
TBLC judging panel will se-
lect business winners on Dec. 
8. Community members will 
also have an opportunity to 
vote online for the resident 
and business “People’s Choice 
Award” through Dec. 9 at 12 
p.m., and winners will be an-
nounced at the regular Town 
Council meeting at Town 
Hall on Dec. 9 beginning at 
8 p.m., and via social media 
and the Town website. 

 
NOW THRU DEC. 11
”The Rainmaker.” At 1st Stage, 

1524 Spring Hill Road, 
Tysons. “The Rainmaker,” 
written by N. Richard Nash and directed by 
Deidra LaWan Starnes. Not only is the Curry 
family farm being paralyzed by a devastating 
drought, but Lizzie Curry, to the chagrin of 
her father and brothers, is unmarried with 
no viable prospects. A charming, confident 
trickster named Starbuck comes to town and 
promises to bring rain in exchange for $100, 
setting off a series of events that enable Lizzie 
to see herself in a new light. Show times are 
Thursdays at 7:30 p.m., Fridays at 8 p.m., 
Saturdays at 2 and 8 p.m., Sundays at 2 p.m. 
Tickets: Tickets: $50 general admission, $47 
seniors (65+), $15 students, educators, and 
military. Purchase online at www.1ststage.org 
or 703-854-1856.

DEC. 9-11
Capital Art & Craft Festival. At Dulles Expo 

Center in Chantilly. The Winter Capital Art 
& Craft Festival will feature art in more than 
a dozen mediums including glass, jewel-
ry, leather, paintings, prints, photography, 
pottery, wearable art and wood. Show times:  
Friday, Dec. 9: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Saturday, 
Dec. 10: 10 a.m. – 5 p.m.; Sunday, Dec. 11: 
10 a.m. -4 p.m. Tickets: $10 in advance; $12 
at the door   Senior discount available; chil-
dren under 12 free. Ticket information: www.
CapitalArtAndCraftFestivals.com  

FRIDAY/DEC. 9
Santa’s Ride. Vienna residents who wish to 

support Santa’s Ride can drop off new, 
unwrapped toys, games, books, and gifts at 
the Vienna Police Department, 301 Center 
St. S; the Vienna Community Center, 120 
Cherry St., SE; or Vienna Town Hall during 
normal business hours. All items must be 
dropped off by 3 p.m. on Friday, Dec. 9, 2022. 
Police officers on motorcycle from multiple 
jurisdictions will escort Santa to local schools 
and government buildings to pick up the 
donated items and deliver them to hospitals 
and to community children in need. Santa’s 
Ride 2022 is supported by the Fairfax County 
Police Department, Fairfax County Sheriff’s 
Office, City of Fairfax Police Department, Falls 
Church Sheriff’s Office, Herndon Police De-
partment, Metropolitan Washington Airports 
Authority, Vienna Police Department and 
Virginia State Police. 

FRIDAY/DEC. 9
Ugly Sweater Party. 7–9:30 p.m. At 1440 Chain 

Bridge Rd, McLean. The Old Firehouse 5th & 
6th Grader Parties are themed and decorated 
accordingly. Partygoers can enjoy catered 

food and beverages, a DJ spinning the latest 
tunes, an open dance floor and a variety of 
other attractions and activities.

 
HUNTERS WOODS AT RAILS EDGE  
WINTER EVENTS
Wednesday evenings from 4-6 p.m.
Dec. 7 -- Holiday Shopping: Local Craft Market
Dec. 21 -- Welcome Party (New residents) and 

Karaoke
Dec. 28 -- Cooking Demo with Chef
RSVP required. RSVP to HWTEMarketing@Integ-

raCare.com or call 703-429-1130.
 
SUNDAY/DEC. 11
Traditional Celtic Music. 4:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 

At the Old Brogue Pub, 760-C Walker Road, 
Great Falls. Featuring Jody Marshall’s Holiday 
Celebration: One of the top hammered 
dulcimer players in America, Jody Marshall 
has been performing for more than a quarter 
century. She is accompanied by Jim Queen on 
fiddle, banjo and vocals, Susan Queen on bass 
guitar and vocals, and Paul Nahay on piano, 
bringing us holiday favorites old and new.  
Visit  jodymarshall.net.

DEC. 16 THRU FEB. 12 
Winter Lantern Festival will debut a spectacular 

holiday light adventure at the Lerner Town 
Square, 8025 Galleria Drive in Tysons starting 
December 16 through February 12th. Created 
by Kaleido Arts & Entertainment Group, 
Winter Lantern Festival will feature a total of 
over 10,000 of LED Chinese-inspired artisan 
lanterns, along with live performances and 
on-site food vendors.  Guests will wander 
through a wonderland of light that includes 
Chinese myths, legends, and zodiacs. In 
addition, they will view handmade lanterns 
encompassing a world of ice, including 
displays of mammoths, polar bears, and 
penguins. There will also be interactive light 
swings, see-saws, and tunnels. Be prepared 
to indulge your friends, family, and yourself 
in photo opportunities! Hours are Fridays to 
Sundays from 5-10 p.m. Visit www.winterlan-
ternfestival.com.

NOW THRU DEC. 31
Crafts for Kids. 10 a.m. to 12 noon. At Reston Art 

Gallery and Studios, 11400 Washington Plaza 
W at Lake Anne, Reston. Free, themed art 
projects for children (with guardian) are of-
fered at Reston Art Gallery and Studios every 
Saturday from 10 a.m. until 12 p.m. Visit the 
website: www.restonartgallery.com

The Winter Lantern Festival will be held Dec. 16 Thru 
Feb. 12, 2023 in Tysons Corner.

Calendar
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Holiday Celebration

T
he Westfields Business 
Owners Assn. held a 
Holiday Lights celebra-
tion, Friday night, Dec. 

2, in the square at The Field at 
Commonwealth shopping center 
in Chantilly. To register for a 
chance to win gifts from the cen-
ter’s “12 Days of Giveaways,” go 
to westfieldscenter.com, from Dec. 
12 through Dec. 24.

Carolers, Christmas Tree 
and a Tall Toy Soldier

The Philosophers Tones sing Christmas carols to start the festivities.
The Vienna Singing Princesses sang hit children’s songs including “Let it Go” and 
“We Don’t Talk about Bruno,” plus carols such as “Jingle Bells.”

Toy soldier Gregory May was one of the evening’s highlights.The children are excited for Santa’s arrival.

Santa Claus shares a laugh 
with Zoran Savic and his son 
Neven, 3.

The Christmas tree was lit just 
before Santa arrived.

Gregory May juggling colorful, 
illuminated clubs.

Toy soldier Gregory May enjoyed himself as much as the 
children did.

Photos By Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection


