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By Mike Salmon
The Gazette

T
he WETA cameras were 
rolling in Mount Vernon 
recently as the local PBS 
channel featured three 

houses in their “If You Lived Here,” 
series, pointing out several high-
points that make this area a great 
place to live.

The crew enlisted local real es-
tate agent Lauren Kolazas in their 
search as they stopped in Bucknell 
Manor, Hollin Hills and central 
Mount Vernon to show houses at 
three different expense levels de-
pending on what potential buyers 
were looking for.

“One of my jobs is to find the 
homes,” said Kolazas.

This house-hunting series spot-

lights a wide array of neighbor-
hoods and properties throughout 
the national capital area while 
celebrating each area’s history, 
culture, notable places and flavor, 
according to the show description. 
The hosts, longtime Washingto-
nians Christine Louise and John 
Begeny, tour homes and commu-
nities with local realtors, exploring 
the D.C. Metro region one neigh-

What Improvements for Area of Telegraph and Hayfield Roads?

The Virginia Department 
of Transportation is 
seeking public feedback 

on potential improvements 
in the area of Telegraph Road 
(Route 611) and Hayfield Road 
(Route 635). At the intersec-
tion, Telegraph Road averages 
about 20,000 vehicles a day 
and Hayfield Road averages 
about 7,900

Residents, travelers, pedes-
trians and bicyclists are asked 
to take an online survey virgin-
iadot.org/TelegraphatHayfield 
presenting several design al-
ternatives, including the three 
congestion-related alternatives 
previously presented at the 
January 2022 virtual public in-
formation meeting, plus  two 
designs that focus on pedestri-
an improvements with no road 

widening.
v Baseline concept: Adding 

a northbound auxiliary through 
lane on Telegraph Road through 
the Hayfield Road intersection and 
upgrading curb ramps on the east 
side of Telegraph Road
v Widening to east concept: 

Adding a northbound auxiliary 
through lane on Telegraph Road 
through the Hayfield Road inter-
section, and upgrading curb ramps 
and providing an eight-foot-wide 
sidewalk on the east side of Tele-
graph Road
v Widening to west concept: 

Adding a northbound auxiliary 
through lane on Telegraph Road 
through the Hayfield Road in-
tersection, reducing crosswalk 
lengths, upgrading curb ramps, 

mprovements here? Take an online survey at virginiadot.org/TelegraphatHayfield

WETA Cameras Rolling in Three 
Mount Vernon Neighborhoods
Show highlights homes while the 
touring team guesses the selling price.

WETA stars John Begeny and Christine Louise touring with local real estate agent Lauren Kolazas.

WETA stars John Begeny and Christine Louise are in front of a 
Mount Vernon colonial with local real estate agent Lauren Kolazas.

borhood at a time. Part of the show 
is guessing the prices on each of 
the homes they visit, so in Mount 
Vernon, John and Christine guess 
the listing prices on a starter home 
built in 1950, then a mid-century 
modern home designed by archi-
tect Charles Goodman, and finally 
a colonial with influences from the 
1770s.

House #1 in Bucknell Manor 

was a four bedroom, three bath 
home built in 1950, with an ex-
tensive garden. Begeny guessed 
$650,000 while Louise priced it at 
$700,000, and the actual price was 
$695,000. At the second house, a 
four-bedroom, 2.5 bath mid-cen-
tury modern house in Hollin Hills, 
they were both pretty close to the 
$1,050,000 selling price. The third 
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but 
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria, 
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our 
Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

Dumfries | $789,000
Impeccable 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath home with main level 
primary suite, vaulted ceilings, gas fireplace, & 2-car 
garage home in the amenity rich Potomac Shores 
community. Built in 2021 with loads of upgrades 
throughout. 1826 Thunderbolt Road
Heidi Burkhardt 703.217.6009 
www.RealtorHeidiB.com

OPEN SAT 1/28 & SUN 1/29, 2-4PM

Old Town | $3,650,000
Circa 1840 Victorian gem has been masterfully reimagined by architect Val Hawkins. 
The double parlor features high ceilings, a spectacular bay window, and wood-
burning fireplace. A spacious dining room also has a wood-burning fireplace plus 
patio access. The heart of the home showcases a top-of-the-line chef’s kitchen and 
the adjoining family room offers direct access to the brick-walled patio. 500 Duke St
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079 
www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

Old Town | $3,495,000
Rare waterfront classic Colonial with open floor plan for your 2023 lifestyle! This 
home’s interior has been restored and curated with absolute premium fit and fixture 
throughout. The phenomenal water views from all levels are distinctive features in 
this private setting. 4 large bedrooms and light-filled throughout! Six miles to National 
Landing, five miles to DCA and eight miles to DC! 704 Fords Landing Way
Janet Caterson Price 703.622.5984
www.JanetPriceHomes.com

Alexandria City | $1,395,000
NEW PRICE! Located on a coveted cul-de-sac, this 
large home boasts 6 bedrooms, 3.5 baths, a stunning 
great room opening onto a gracious covered porch 
overlooking a lushly landscaped rear garden with stone 
fountain and magical playhouse. 1305 Chancel Place
Noel Kaupinen 703.200.1165
www.noelk.com

OPEN SUN 1/29, 2-4PM

River Towers | $269,000
Gorgeous, sun-filled corner unit offers sweeping 
scenic views. 2 large bedrooms, 1.5 baths, and a large 
open concept living area. Kitchen and baths have been 
remodeled over the past 2 years. Condo fee includes 
all utilities! Community pool. 6631 Wakefield Dr #817
Peter Crouch 703.244.4024
Katie Crouch 703.447.1345

OPEN SUN 1/29, 2-4PM

Vienna | $1,100,000
Beautifully situated home with 4 bedrooms plus 
den/office. The main-level family room with fireplace 
walks out to a stone patio. Expansive eat-in kitchen. 
Hardwood floors on two levels. Finished lower level rec 
room plus additional storage. 1427 Laurel Hill Road
Rick Kicklighter 703.772.9997 
www.KicklighterTeam.com

Olde Belhaven Towne | $850,000
Exquisite townhome in sought-after community across 
from Belle Haven Country Club. 4 bedrooms, 3.5 
baths, light hardwood floors, 2 fireplaces, and updated 
kitchen. Lower level rec room, sunroom addition, and 
2 patios. 6315 Fort Hunt Road
Rebecca McCullough 571.384.0941 
www.RebeccaMcCullough.com

OPEN SUN 1/29, 2-4PM

Rosemont | $829,900
The unique features in this 2-bedroom, 2-bath 
townhome are unparalleled. The main level offers 
warm hardwood flooring and a great flow. The kitchen 
features an incredible floor-to-ceiling picture window 
overlooking the private backyard. 19 E Linden Street
Jen Walker 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com
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News

By Mike Salmon
The Gazette

A
fter further investiga-
tion, the Fairfax County 
Police Department de-
termined that speed was 

a major factor in the fatal crash 
that killed two South County High 
School students on Tuesday, Jan. 
10. One teen remains hospitalized 
from that crash.

After reviewing the evidence 
from the crash and the vehicle’s 

airbag control module, detectives 
determined the Lexus was travel-
ing 100.7 miles per hour before 
the crash. Detectives from the 
scene determined the car was air-
borne for approximately 130 feet. 
Detectives continue to investigate 
the crash, the police said. 

The driver and the rear passen-
ger of the Lexus were declared 
deceased at the scene, according 
to police reports. The passenger 
in the backseat was not wearing a 
seatbelt, police said. 

This fatal crash put the spotlight 
on a hazardous spot along Lee 

Speed a Factor in the Fatal Crash on Lee Chapel Road
Police 
release more 
information 
after further 
investigation.

When
Monday, Jan. 30, 2023

7 - 8:30 p.m. Virtual Town Hall on Safety of Lee Chapel Road

Virtual meeting
Event Contact: Dave Foreman, 703-451-8873, TTY 711
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/81209224706

On the approach to the hill, these optical speed bars were 
installed recently to create awareness.
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WETA Cameras Rolling in Three Mount Vernon Neighborhoods
From Page 1

house, a large colonial with an indoor pool, 
went for $1.475 million, about $100,000 be-
yond their guesses.

“If You Lived Here” started in the summer 
of 2020 and since then they’ve covered thir-
ty-six neighborhoods during the first three 
seasons of the show, including nearby neigh-
borhoods like Old Town Alexandria and Del 

Ray. The show has explores all around the 
DMV. In each area, they work with a real es-
tate agent that knows the area well, like Lau-
ren Kolazas who is a resident of Fort Hunt.

“Realtors like Lauren Kolazas are key to the 
success of the show,” said Begeny. “The real-
tor is our guide to the homes, and then show 
producers look for community members and 
representatives who can really speak to the 

experience of living in Mount Vernon.” In be-
tween house visits, the show highlighted the 
history of the area and the bike trail.

Shooting part of the episode in Hollin Hills 
worked out well because Begeny has a pas-
sion for mid-century modern homes. In fact, 
they featured another Charles Goodman 
house in a North Arlington episode.

Kolazas is an agent, so being in front of 

the camera was a different experience for 
her, but she credited the WETA team who 
coached her and worked with her to over-
come any jitters. Nonetheless, “it was pretty 
scary if you have no experience doing it,” she 
said. “It was one of the highlights of my pro-
fessional career,” she added.

Next stop for “If You Lived Here,” will be 
Olney/Sandy Spring, Maryland.

Chapel Road in Fairfax Station. In 
response to the fatal accident, offi-
cials have stepped up with possible 
solutions to reduce crashes. The 
first step last week was the instal-
lation of optical speed bars that 
VDOT put into place to increase 
the awareness in this area.

These optical speed bars are a 
safety measure, but the officials 
and engineers are looking to do 
more in the near future to prevent 
fatalities like the one on January 
10. To hear more about the road 
proposals, tune into a virtual town 
hall on Monday, Jan. 30.

Ceremonial Groundbreaking for New Mount Vernon Rec

A groundbreaking ceremo-
ny was held on Wednes-
day, Jan. 18, 2023, for the 

expansion and renovation of the 
Mount Vernon Rec Center, one of 
Fairfax County’s oldest and most 
popular rec centers. The Fairfax 
County Park Authority (FCPA) was 
joined by several elected officials, 
project partners, staff and mem-
bers of the community to celebrate 
the center’s more than 40 years of 
service to the community, compris-
ing countless memories, friend-
ships and experiences.

“Fairfax County Rec Centers are 
much more than just a gym,” said 
Park Authority Executive Director 
Jai Cole. “These are places where 
friends, families and communities 
come together; where people of 
all ages enjoy activities that build 
resilience, confidence and charac-
ter; and where talents and skills 
are strengthened, and a sense of 
community and service are nur-
tured.”

Many of these memories and 
sentiments of an appreciative 

community were memorialized 
on the glass surrounding the ice 
rink on the facility’s final day of 
operation – a common tradition 
among the skating community. 
The tribute represented a strong 
statement to the importance of 
the Rec Center for many, both 
skaters and non-skaters.

“If these walls could talk, we 
might hear the story of a four-
time adult national champion fig-

ure skater Beth Delano, who spent 
countless hours on the ice devel-
oping her talent – remembering 
fondly her best routine ever on 
this very ice,” said Mount Vernon 
District Supervisor Dan Storck. 
“You might also hear about a very 
special aquatics instructor, Laura 
Nelson-Bolick, who has led wa-
ter exercise here for more than 
30 years – but even more impor-
tantly, created an environment of 

social engagement that shaped 
meaningful friendships and activi-
ties for participants.” 

On Dec. 31, 2022, the Mount Ver-
non Rec Center closed its doors in 
preparation for the major renova-
tion and expansion expected to last 
two years. The project will include 
a complete renovation of the cur-
rent building and mechanical sys-
tems, as well as a 75,000-square-
foot expansion. FCPA staff have 

Ceremonial groundbreaking for the renovated and expanded Mount Vernon Rec Center.

been working to transition pro-
grams and activities to alternate 
sites and expand capacity at other 
nearby Rec Center locations to ac-
commodate community needs and 
interests during the closure.

When complete, the state-of-the-
art facility will include two NHL-
sized ice rinks, a two-level dedicat-
ed fitness area, an elevated indoor 
track, swimming pool, climbing 
wall and multi-purpose rooms. An-
ticipated completion is scheduled 
in 2025.

The project budget is $74 mil-
lion, with funds coming from pre-
vious voter-approved Park Bonds 
and additional funding provided 
through the American Recovery 
Plan Act.

For more information about the 
Mount Vernon Rec Center Renova-
tion and Expansion project, visit 
the Mt. Vernon Rec Center Reno-
vation and Fitness Addition web-
page. https://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/parks/planning-development/
development/mount-vernon-rec-
center
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Opinion

By Del. Paul Krizek 

H
ere in Richmond, we are in the 
midst of the second full week 
of session. In a short session, 
this is the week where things 

really kick into high gear. While much of 
last week was waiting for committee as-
signments for our bills and prepping tes-
timony, this afternoon alone, I have three 
of my bills scheduled for hearings at the 
same time! 

As I’ve mentioned before, one of my 
bills this year, HB 2004, seeks to require 
state agencies to consult with tribal na-
tions when evaluating certain permits and 
reviews with potential impacts on environ-
mental, cultural, or historic resources or 
that would have tribal implications. This is 
the Virginia tribes’ legislative priority.

Last week, on the evening of Jan. 18, Virgin-
ia’s federally recognized tribal nations hosted 
their inaugural reception at the Library of Vir-
ginia, which, by the way, is celebrating its 200th 
anniversary this year. At the reception, I was rec-
ognized as a 2022 Tribal Champion with Sena-
tor McClellan, Senator Marsden, and Delegate 
McQuinn. Virginia’s tribal chiefs, as well as the 
Secretary of the Commonwealth Kay Cole James 
were in attendance. I’d like to thank the Secretary 
for her attendance at this historic event, as well as 
her remarks which reinforced her commitment to 
fulfilling her statutory duty to serve as the Gover-
nor’s liaison to the Virginia Indian tribes.

Receiving this recognition was a great honor 
for me, and I do not take it lightly. I accepted 

the honor on behalf of my constituents who rec-
ognize that indigenous tribes are often relegat-
ed to Virginia’s colonial past, rather than seen 
as essential citizens of today. I thank the Tribal 
leaders, the Honorables Chief Frank Adams of 
the Upper Mattaponi, Chief Anne Richardson of 
the Rappahannock Indian Tribe, Chief Keith An-
derson of the Nansemond Indian Nation, Chief 
Stephen Adkins of the Chickahominy Indian 
Tribe, Chief Kenneth Branham of the Monacan 
Indian Nation, and Chief Jerry Stewart of the 
Chickahominy Indian Tribe Eastern Division. I 
am grateful to play my very small role here in 
the General  Assembly to support and advance 
their agenda and be their partner, especially as 
we move forward in enacting a tribal consulta-

tion law which is critical to how sovereign 
governments respect each other.

My entire career has been dedicated 
to supporting America’s Indigenous peo-
ple, from working for Congressman Jim 
Moran who fought for Congressman Wit-
tman’s legislation, the Thomasina Jordan 
Act (that granted federal recognition to 
six of Virginia’s tribes), to working with 
the philanthropist Olympic Gold Medalist 
Billy Mills (Oglala Lakota) for the past 33 
years. I am proud that our charitable or-
ganization, Running Strong for American 
Indian Youth, donated to the opening of 
the Mantle, the Virginia Indian monu-
ment here on the Capitol grounds, where 
Billy Mills came and spoke at the ceremo-
nial groundbreaking back in 2018.

Native people have lived on this land 
for thousands of years, and they are still 

here today. Their citizens have suffered untold 
hardships, discrimination, and loss of land, lan-
guage, and livelihoods. And yet, they have en-
dured. 13,000 Native Americans died in World 
War I fighting for the United States, and at the 
time, they were not even considered US citi-
zens. The sacrifice, patriotism, and culture of 
Virginia’s tribes inspires all of us and are woven 
into the fabric of our great nation.  

I pledge that as long as the good people of 
Mount Vernon, once the home of the Dogue and 
Piscataway Indians, keep electing me to return 
to the General Assembly, I will be a strong sup-
porter of Virginia’s tribal nations and will tire-
lessly fight for their priorities and respect for 
their sovereignty.

Respecting Tribal Sovereignty

2022 Tribal Champions: Del. Paul Krizek, Sen. Jennifer 
McClellan, Sen. David Marsden and legislative aide 
attending for Del. Delores McQuinn.

I applaud Delegate Paul Krizek’s 
Opinion piece in the Dec.

15-21 Mount Vernon Gazette on 
Suicide Prevention.

However, in my opinion it fell 
short in the paragraph “what can 
we do to prevent suicide across the 
spectrum.”

One of the nine signs listed was, 
“collecting pills or buying a weapon.”

Use of the word weapon in this 
warning sign is the only mention 
of guns in the entire Opinion piece.

Clearly one of the things we can 
do to prevent suicide is to lock up 
all guns in the home. Only the gun 
owner should have access to the 
secured gun cabinet.

Consider firearms are used in 

half of all suicide deaths and sui-
cides make up three of every five 
gun deaths. Suicide by firearm is 
almost always deadly — 9 out of 
10 firearm suicide attempts result 
in death. Every day 64 Americans 
die from firearm suicide, one ev-
ery 22 minutes. In 2019, 23,941 
Americans died by firearm suicide.

I believe suicide is a rash, emo-
tional, spur of the moment deci-
sion, in many cases.

If there is no gun available, I be-
lieve the suicide rate would plummet.

Gun owners, LOCK UP YOUR 
GUNS. 

John Bergen
Alexandria

Letters to the Editor

Prevent Suicides, Lock Up Guns
See Ebbin, Page 11

By Sen. Adam Ebbin

Despite the season, it has 
been a balmy fifty degrees 
most days here in Rich-

mond. The usually sagging coat 
racks have remained empty, Capi-
tol Square has been bustling with 
government employees and medi-

cal professionals from the nearby 
VCU Hospital enjoying their lunch 
breaks, and the usually high-in-
demand cold-weather shuttle to 
parking decks has been shirked 
by legislators in favor of pleasant 
strolls to their rental units. While 
this unseasonable warm snap 
is not, in and of itself, proof of a 

changing climate, it is an indicator 
of a well accepted scientific fact: 
our earth is warming, altering, due 
to human activity. 

Unfortunately, neither the gentle 
reminder brought on by the warm-
er days or the rather stark realities 
of our rapidly declining environ-
ment have convinced our current 
gubernatorial administration or 
my Republican colleagues that 
we must take meaningful action 

to transition to a renewable ener-
gy future. In fact, GOP legislators 
have introduced a wide swath of 
bills to roll back our progress on 
clean energy and climate action 
laws. 

The three central tenets of Vir-
ginia’s clean energy transition — 
Virginia’s Clean Car standards, our 
participation in the Regional 

Holding the Line on Green Energy Progress
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OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA

302 S Columbus Street
Alexandria, VA

$1,124,000

Diann Carlson 
+1 703 628 2440

McLEAN ACRES

8636 Old Dominion Drive
McLean, VA

$2,850,000

Mark C. Lowham  
+1 703 966 6949

OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA
  
319  N Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA

$1,075,000

Delaine Campbell
+1 703 932 6542

GEORGETOWN

3220 Volta Place NW
Washington, DC

$3,990,000

Michael Rankin
+1 202 271 3344

OLD TOWN ALEXANDRIA
 

318 N Alfred Street
Alexandria, VA 

$1,300,000

Bev Tatum
+1 703 585 9673

EASTER HILL

1175 Crest Lane
McLean, VA

$21,000,000

Mark C. Lowham 
+1 703 966 6949

KALORAMA

2446 Massachusetts Avenue NW
Washington, DC

$2,795,000

Jonathan Taylor
+1 202 276 3344

POTOMAC YARD
 
181 E Reed Avenue #411
Alexandria, VA

181EReedAvenue411.com 

 $579,000

Lyssa Seward
+1 703 298 0562
Anita Edwards
+1 703 928 7637

CHATEAU BLANC

 8911 Georgetown Pike
McLean, VA 

$9,500,000  

Andre Amini 
+1 703 622 4473

Cynthia Steele Vance 
+1 703 408 1810

FOREST HILLS

3301 Fessenden Street NW
 Washington, DC

$10,500,000  

Michael Rankin 
+1 202 271 3344

McLEAN

Iconic Riverfront Estate
McLean, VA

$39,000,000 

Mark C. Lowham  
+1 703 966 6949

PIER HOUSE

 12311 Hatton Point Road
Fort Washington, MD

$987,000

Sharon Wildberger 
+1 703 597 0374

Heather Corey
 +1 703 989 1183
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

By Glenda Booth
Mount Vernon Gazette

G
et ready to applaud 
brown, dying English 
ivy clinging to many of 
the George Washington 

Memorial Parkway’s trees, many 
people hope. At a Jan. 21 National 
Park Service training for 45 anti-ivy 
crusaders in Fort Hunt Park, park 
service employees Mireya Stirzak-
er and Trudy Roth conducted a 
hands-on training on ivy’s harm, 
how to remove it and save trees. 

NPS partnered with the Mount 
Vernon Council of Citizen Associ-
ations (MVCCA), a civic organiza-
tion that has many neighborhoods 
bordering the parkway. The re-
sponse to the recruiting email was 
so enthusiastic that the Park Ser-
vice had to close the registration 
when RSVPs hit 50 because they 
did not have enough trainers or 
tools for a larger group.

“English ivy forms a monocul-
ture, crowds out valuable native 
plants and takes nutrients, water 
and light from native plants,” Stir-
zaker explained. She said that the 
plant is rampant in the entire park-
way’s 7,600 acres and commended 
the group for wanting “to take care 
of the places that you love.”

“I hate English ivy. It’s evil,” said 
Tauxemonter Alyssa Pease, as she 
clipped it off a tree. 

Her neighbor, Joan Ullman, said 
she went to the training because 
“I’m really bothered when I see it 
up and down the parkway.” 

Stirzaker and Roth gave a tutori-
al on what they called “the window 
treatment.” Using hand pruners, 
loppers and handsaws, they cut a 
“window” or gap in the ivy vine by 
snipping near the tree’s base and 

again at knee or waist height and 
removing the cut vine from the 
tree. “This technique helps elimi-
nate ‘ladders’ for new vine growth 
and makes it easy to see which 
trees have been cleared,” said Stir-
zaker. The ivy eventually dies.

She also explained that mature 
English ivy has berries that birds 
eat and then spread. “We are one 
bird poop away from disaster,” she 
said, once the birds eat the berries, 
adding that the berries have min-
imal nutritional value. “It’s like 
sending birds to McDonalds,” she 
quipped. 

Jim McGlone, a state forester, 
added native plants’ berries gener-
ally have a higher fat content than 
ivy’s.

By becoming trained, the volun-
teers were “deputized” to adopt an 
area along the parkway and work 
on their own. NPS staff hope vol-

unteers will help long term. River-
side residents Tom Myers and Kathy 
Davis said they are pleased that they 
can now go after ivy on the parkway 
whenever they want and help “the 
trees, the poor things,” Kathy said.

“Our mantra is ‘free the trees,’” 
urged Stirzaker.

George Washington Memorial 
Parkway Superintendent Charles 
Cuvelier emailed, “These volunteer 
events are so important in helping 
the National Park Service remove 
harmful invasive species like En-
glish ivy. It also allows members 
of the community an opportunity 
to give back and help the park pre-
serve its natural resources.”

Ivy’s Harm
English ivy (Hedera helix) is a 

perennial, aggressive plant. Its ae-
rial rootlets attach to the object it 
climbs and when mature, it flow-

‘Free the Trees’
Volunteers Take on English Ivy.

Volunteer
To volunteer, visit https://www.nps.
gov/gwmp/getinvolved/volunteer.html.

Resources
Native plants: Plant NOVA Natives, 
https://www.plantnovanatives.
org/; Virginia Native Plant Society at 
https://vnps.org/.
Invasive plants: https://www.inva-
sive.org/eastern/midatlantic/.

ers. 
Ivy vines “that climb up trees 

slowly kill the tree from the base 
upwards by enveloping branch-
es and twigs, blocking sunlight, 
causing branch and eventual tree 
death,” says Plant Invaders of the 
Mid-Atlantic Natural Areas. Also, 
trees weighed down with vines 
are more vulnerable to blowing or 
falling down during rain, snow and 
ice storms. Ivy can trap moisture 
on the tree trunk and accelerate 
tree rot. It can also damage stucco, 
wood, mortar, siding and shingles 
if it grows up walls. 

Around 20 percent of the park-
way’s plants are not native, accord-
ing to NPS biologists. Most of those 
are invasive, introduced from other 
areas both accidentally and delib-
erately, have few controls, impair 
biodiversity and destroy native 
habitats.

A tree on the GW Memorial South Parkway stran-
gled by English ivy.

Kathy David and Tom Myers “liberated” a tree.

The NPS staffers showed volunteers a “shaggy” 
English ivy vine as it can look in the winter.

Trudy Roth demonstrated how to cut a 
“window” in an ivy vine.

Kathy Davis and Tom Myers put their new skills to work in Fort Hunt Park. Tom Myers, Riverside resident, used loppers to sever an ivy vine.

Mireya Stirzaker, NPS natural resource specialist, explained ivy’s harm.

Mireya Stirzaker showed the group mature ivy with fruit or 
berries.

NPS volunteer coordinator Trudy 
Roth covered safety and other rules.

Trees sequester carbon, reduce 
other pollution, stem stormwater 
runoff, reduce cooling costs and 
provide habitat for birds and other 
wildlife. The parkway is losing many 
ash trees because of the invasive 
emerald ash borer. Many oaks are 
suffering too regionwide. Overabun-
dant deer eat young saplings which 
alters forest succession and prevents 
regeneration of plants.

The Park Service will hold another 
training in the spring on controlling 
ivy and other invasives.

A Historic Road
Congress authorized the con-

struction of the Mount Vernon 
Memorial Parkway as a grand gate-
way to George Washington’s home, 
Mount Vernon. The south section 
opened in 1932 to honor the bicen-
tennial of Washington’s birth. It is 
on the National Register of Historic 
Places.

The designers intended it to be 
a slow-speed, scenic road com-
bining the natural, historic and 
recreational sites along its route. 

The landscape design emphasizes 
scenic vistas and natural areas and 
integrates the road with the un-
dulating terrain following natural 
contours. 

It has minimal signs and lights. 
Healthy, native trees are an integral 
part of that design and consistent 
with Congress’s intent.

The Virginia section of the Park-
way runs 25 miles from Mount 
Vernon Estate north to I-495 in 
Maryland, generally paralleling the 
Potomac River.
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See Bulletin, Page 11

The Mount Vernon Springfield Chamber of 
Commerce was created by combining the former 
Mount Vernon Lee Chamber and the Greater 
Springfield Chamber into a new regional chamber 
of commerce. Joining forces expands our reach, 
offers a stronger support network for businesses, a 
greater voice to our members and more opportunity 
for all. The future is bright for a united chamber of 
commerce working to strengthen our community.

www.MountVernonSpringfield.com

www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

Sign up forSign up for FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
to all of our papers

By Sen. Scott Surovell

T
he second week of the General As-
sembly is in the books and I am 
carrying thirty-one bills and over 
a dozen budget amendments. 

Several saw movement this week. 
Earlier this year, it was discovered that a 

guidance counselor was working in Glasgow 
Middle School two years after having been 
convicted of soliciting prostitution from a 
minor. It is not clear whether the Chester-
field County Sheriff failed to notify Fairfax 
County Public Schools (FCPS) or whether 
FCPS failed to take action after receiving no-
tice. His employment was discovered after 
he was charged with solicitation a second 
time and discovered at that time.

My legislation requires the Secretary of 
Education to publish a written list with fax, 
email, and postal addresses for notification, 
requires notification of all arrests and con-
victions in writing by certified first class mail 
or fax and email so that there is a paper trail. 
The Fairfax County guidance counselor also 
lied about his employment so the legislation 
requires law enforcement to run an employ-
ment check with the Virginia Employment 

Commission. Hopefully, with these changes 
no further sex offender notifications will be 
lost in the system. My bill passed out of com-
mittee unanimously and will be on the floor 
this week.

Fort Belvoir also came to me because Vir-
ginia Law restricts their law enforcement’s 
ability to investigate crimes that cross 
the boundary from the military base like 
stalking. My legislation to allow Army and 
Air Force Police to investigate crimes that 
cross lines passed out unanimously. 

Two years ago, we passed legislation that 
prohibited foreclosing on someone’s home if 
a judgment does not exceed $25,000. How-
ever, there is an exception for Homeowner 
and Condominium Associations who can ini-
tiate a foreclosure proceeding if you own as 
little as $1. Attorneys have made me aware 
of associations and law firms who have ini-
tiated foreclosure proceedings over amounts 
as small as a few hundred dollars while de-
manding thousands in attorney’s fees to ter-
minate foreclosure sales. The homeowners 
associations complained that they needed to 
be able to threaten to take people’s homes 
to make them pay their assessments and 
my bill was referred to the Virginia Hous-

ing Commission to be studied over the 
next year.

The Fairfax County Circuit Court also 
asked me to carry legislation to assist 
with the procurement of interpreters 

for people who are deaf and hard of hearing. 
The Fairfax County Circuit Court has seen a 
shortage of these interpreters post-pandemic 
and would like to procure them from a larger 
pool. The bill passed unanimously. 

I am also carrying a bill that expands Vir-
ginia’s Lemon Law to a business that has less 
than five vehicles. A malfunctioning vehicle 
can be destructive to a small business owner. 
Manufacturers are in a much better position 
to deal with lemons than our local car deal-
erships. My legislation was reported by the 
Transportation Committee and will be voted 
on this week.

I am also carrying several budget amend-
ments to help our area including appropria-
tions to help the Gum Springs Museum, the 
Wish Center in Hybla Valley, the Ecumenical 
Community Helping Others organization in 
Springfield, and the Lorton Community Ac-
tion Center. I am also carrying legislation to 
appropriate funds to provide body cameras 
to the Virginia State Police which have al-
ready been deployed for all of our local po-
lice departments.

If you have any questions or feedback 
on the session, please email me at scott@
scottsurovell.org. 

31 Bills Plus
Keeping sex offenders out of schools,  
protecting homes from foreclosure, and more.

Opinion
Submit civic/community announcements at 

ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos 
and artwork welcome. Deadline is Thursday 
at noon, at least two weeks before event. 

FOSTER PARENTS NEEDED
Interested in becoming a foster parent?  

There is always a need for caring 
foster parents looking to open their 
homes to foster youth. Get in touch to 
learn more.  Visit fcsvanow@gmail.
com or www.FCSVA.org. Or call 703-
817-9890.

LOOKING FOR SOFTBALL PLAYERS
The Golden Girls of Northern Virginia, 

a senior women’s softball league, is 
looking for players.  Any woman over 
the age of 40 is encouraged to join.  
All skill levels are welcome.  They 
play most Wednesday evenings and 
Saturday mornings in Vienna from 
May-July and September-October.  For 
more information, visit the web site 
www.goldengirls.org. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
STEM VOLUNTEERS. The American 

Association for the Advancement of 
Science (AAAS) needs scientists, engi-
neers, mathematicians, and physicians 
to assist K-12 STEM (Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Mathematics) 
teachers in the Northern Virginia Area, 
during the 2016-17 school year. In the 
2015-16 school year, the numbers of 
STEM volunteers in Northern Virginia 
were: Fairfax County - 40, Arlington 
- 20, and Alexandria - one. Details 
of the collaboration are worked out 
between the teacher and the volun-

Bulletin Board
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Entertainment

See Calendar, Page 10

JAN. 2-29
New Horizons Exhibit. 10 a.m. to 6 

p.m. At Van Landingham Gallery, 
Torpedo Factory Art Center, Gallery 
311, 105 North Union Street, 
Alexandria. The Torpedo Factory 
Artists’ Association’s (TFAA) Van 
Landingham Gallery presents New 
Horizons, a juried membership 
show, featuring artworks that 
emphasize new beginnings, adven-
ture, and exploration. Participating 
artists include Diana Papazian, 
Joyce Zipperer, Samantha Shelton, 
Guido Zanni, Veronica Barker-Bar-
zel, Hernan Murno, Abol Bahadori, 
and Karine Sapondjian. Artworks 
include original hand pulled prints, 
original paintings, and multimedia 
works. To check out the TFAA web-
site, visit https://www.torpedofac-
toryartists.com

JAN.6-28
“Putting A Face To A Name” Art Ex-

hibit. At Del Ray Artisans Gallery, 
2704 Mount Vernon Ave., Alex-
andria. A clever showcase where 
local artists reimagine fictional 
characters from books, movies, 
plays, poetry, television, and more. 
Open Thursdays 12-6 p.m., Fridays 
12-9 p.m., Saturdays & Sundays 
12-6 p.m. (Closed on January 29). 
Details at DelRayArtisans.org/
exhibits

JAN. 12-FEB. 5
”In and Between.” At The Athenaeum, 

201 Prince Street, Alexandria. Re-
ception: Sunday, January 15, 4 - 6 
p.m. Artist Talk: Sunday, February 
5, 2 p.m. In and Between is an 
all-sculpture show, featuring floor 
and wall-mounted art as well as 
site-specific installations that take 
advantage of the gallery’s unique 
light-filled space. Eight artists were 
invited to explore the concept of a 
threshold. In architecture, thresh-
olds can connect spaces in delib-
erate and inventive ways, but they 
are often mere afterthoughts re-
solved by things like a simple door. 
Featuring: Lynda Andrews-Barry, 
Jacqui Crocetta, Pierre Davis, Zofie 
King, Kirsty Little, Sarah Stefana 
Smith, Ira Tattelman, and Gloria 
Chapa Vasquez.

JAN. 22 TO APRIL 3
NOVA Plein Air Art Exhibit. At River 

Farm, 7931 East Blvd. Drive, 
Alexandria. Nova Plein Air Artists 
(NPPA) will be presenting “Cele-
brations of the Land, Inspired by 
River Farm,” an art exhibit of over 
50 paintings inspired by nature.  
Opening reception  on Sunday, 
Jan. 22 at 1 – 3 p.m.  Additional 
receptions will be held from 1 – 3 
p.m. on February 12 and March 12. 
Many of the paintings were created 
onsite at River Farm, and all are 
available to purchase. Receptions 
are free and open to the public.  

SATURDAY/JAN. 28
Winter Clearance Sale. At George 

Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate, 
Mount Vernon. Take advantage of 
unique Mount Vernon products 
available at deeply discounted pric-
es as The Shops at Mount Vernon 
clears out its warehouse.

SUNDAY/JAN. 29 
Winter Lecture - Tropicals for Tem-

perate Landscapes. 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
(Adults) Tropical and subtropical 
plants can create incredible energy 
and excitement in temperate land-
scapes and provide strong design 
elements through the toughest 

and hottest months of the growing 
season. Using five memorable cate-
gories from her new book “Tropical 
Plants and How to Love Them” 
and a host of design tips, Marianne 
Willburn will focus on incorpo-
rating some spectacular examples 
in containers and beds—many 
of which are remarkably easy to 
overwinter. A plant list will be pro-
vided. This program will be held in 
person. Book signing after lecture. 
$12 per person. Register online 
at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/parktakes or call Green 
Spring Gardens at 703-642-5173. 
Code 8LN.YWHJ. 

TUESDAY/JAN. 31
NSO Chamber Music Series. At George 

Washington’s Mount Vernon Estate, 
Mount Vernon. The National Sym-
phony Orchestra plays a three-part 
chamber music series, including 
a champagne and a chocolate 
reception on January 31, February 
28, and March 28, 2023. Performer 
and recording artist David K. Hil-
debrand will introduce music and 
instruments General Washington 
enjoyed, featuring the famed Nelly 
Parke Custis harpsichord, military 
music, music in the domestic 
setting.

FEB. 1 TO MARCH 15
”Mount Vernon” At Nepenthe Gallery. 

Hollin Hall Shopping Center, 7918 
Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria. Ne-
penthe Gallery, in partnership with 
Mount Vernon estate and Wood-
lawn mansion, presents a special 
“Mount Vernon” exhibit from 
February 1st through March 15th.  
This exhibit has been organized in 
conjunction with Mount Vernon’s 
national birthday celebration of 
George Washington and Wood-
lawn’s 60th Annual Needlepoint 
Show.  Woodlawn was once part 

of George Washington’s original 
extensive Mount Vernon estate.   

This “Mount Vernon” exhibit will 
showcase an important work by 
Thomas Sully – his 19th century 
“Athenaeum Portrait of George 
Washington.”  Other original 
works by Pamela Patrick White, 
Bryant White, Gwen Bragg, Debbie 
Dartez and Renée C. Gage will be 
included and for sale, as well as 
several original works by Pamela 
and Bryant White that will be on 
loan by local collectors for display 
in the exhibit.  There will also be 
giclée prints available for sale of 
important works from the Mount 
Vernon estate collection.   

Nepenthe will host six Thursday night 
“ART+WINE+CHEESE” events 
related to this exhibit:  

February 2nd: Thomas Sully’s “Athe-
naeum Portrait of George Washing-
ton.” Patty Owens, Curator of Ne-
penthe Gallery and former docent 
at the National Gallery of Art, will 
lead a discussion of the artist, the 
portrait and its significance. 

February 9th:  Important Paintings 
from Mount Vernon.  Adam Erby, 
Curator at Mount Vernon, and 
Patty Owens, Nepenthe Curator, 
will present a lecture on selected 
significant paintings from Mount 
Vernon.  

February 16th: White Historic Art.  
Painters and Historians, Pamela 
Patrick White and Bryant White, 
of White Historic Art will discuss 
several of their original, histori-
cal American 18th century-based 
paintings and the stories and 
context behind them.  Their 
presentation will include several of 
their original works on loan for this 
exhibit by private collectors Janice 
and Dick Crosby, and Neysa and 
Dan Chandler.  

February 23rd:  Interesting facts about 
Mt. Vernon and Whiskey Tasting.  
Steve Bashore, Distiller, Miller and 

Historian, will lead guests through 
a Whiskey Tasting and describe the 
process that still takes place today 
at Mt. Vernon.  Jim Woods, histor-
ical interpreter at Mount Vernon, 
will share stories and information 
about George Washington’s home 
and property.   

March 2nd: Scenes from Mount Ver-
non.  Alexandria based watercol-
orist and juried artist, Gwendolyn 
(“Gwen”) Bragg, is an art instruc-
tor at both the Art League School 
in Alexandria and the Workhouse 
Art Center in Lorton.  Gwen will 
display and discuss many of her 
watercolor paintings from Mount 
Vernon.   

March 9th: Nelly’s Needlers Needle-
work Group.  Established in 1975 
to help preserve Woodlawn, the 
group was named after Martha 
Washington’s granddaughter, El-
eanor (“Nelly”) Parke Custis, who 
was raised at Mount Vernon, later 
lived at Woodlawn, and learned 
her needlework skills from her 
cherished grandmother.  Nelly’s 
Needlers will be at Nepenthe 
Gallery to display works from their 
60th Annual Needlepoint Show 
and discuss their organization and 
needlepointing as an art form. 

FEB. 1
World of Extreme Diving. 7-8 p.m. 

Online. “The Unseen World of 
Extreme Diving” (Free Zoom Talk). 
Join technical diving enthusiast 
Matt Hanson as he describes typi-
cally unseen environments in scu-
ba, including diving under ice or

deeper than 130 feet. The talk will be 
online through the Zoom platform. 
Registered participants will be sent 
the connection information via 
email one day

in advance and approximately one 
hour before the talk. You may 
attend on

a computer, tablet, or smartphone. 

Register by 6pm on February 1 
to receive the connection info. 
Visit https://delrayartisans.org/
programs/#event=unseen-ex-
treme-diving

FEB. 3-25
”The Unseen” Exhibit.  At Del Ray Ar-

tisans gallery in the Colasanto Cen-
ter, 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue, 
Alexandria. “The Unseen” exhibit 
reveals what we typically cannot 
see: what is hidden, microscopic, 
imagined, or dreamed. Join the 
artists for the opening reception: 
Friday,Feb 3, 2023 from 7-9 p.m. 
Gallery hours are Thursdays 12-6 
p.m., Fridays 12-9 p.m., Saturdays 
and Sundays 12-6 p.m. The gallery 
is closed the last Sunday of the 
month (February 26, 2023). Visit 
https://delrayartisans.org/exhib-
its/#event=unseen

SATURDAY/FEB. 4 
Washington Gardener Seed Exchange. 

12:30-4:30 p.m. (Adults) Washing-
ton Gardener Magazine is co-host-
ing the annual seed exchange at 
Green Spring Gardens with lec-
tures and a face-to-face seed swap. 
Bring your extra seeds to swap and 
leave with a bag full of seeds, new 
garden friends, and expert planting 
advice. $15 for verified Friends of 
Green Spring members and Wash-
ington Gardener subscribers (use 
code C1E.0IPQ); $20 for guests 
(use code C1E.8Z4K). Register on-
line at http://www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/parks/parktakes or call Green 
Spring Gardens at 703-642-5173.

 
FEB. 4
Used Book Sale:  10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at 

Sherwood Regional Library, 2501 
Sherwood Hall Lane.  Selection of 
over 20,000 gently used children’s 
books, fiction, history, biogra-
phy, home and garden, cooking, 
crafts, sports, religion, travel, CDs, 
DVDs, and more.  Unless specially 
priced, $1 for hard backs and large 
paperbacks, and 25 cents for mass 
market paperbacks.  Visit https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/library/
branches/friends-of-sherwood-re-
gional.

FEB. 4-5
Alexandria Boutique Warehouse Sale. 

In Old Town Alexandria. The sale, 
which will be comprised of nearly 
50 independent boutiques from 
Alexandria and the surrounding re-
gion will take place in stores, select 
side streets and other spaces along 
King Streets, such as the Lorien 
Hotel & Spa which will be hosting 
makers. Shoppers are sure to find 
the best deals from Alexandria and 
the region’s finest retailers, indie 
brands, clothing, shoes, jewelry, 
home furnishings, and more. At-
tendees will get to shop from this 
wide variety of local brands at up 
to 80 percent off retail prices. The 
hours will vary by store. Partici-
pating businesses will also have 
QR code spots where shoppers 
can download the sale map and 
plot out their shopping plans or 
favorite spots to visit.  For a full 
list of Alexandria Warehouse Sale 
participating businesses, visit www.
AlexandriaWarehouseSale.com.

FEB. 7
Life Drawing Session. 7-9 p.m. At Del 

Ray Artisans Gallery in the Colas-
anto Center, 2704 Mount Vernon 
Ave., Alexandria. Drop-in and 
practice life drawing. Bring 

Alexandria Restaurant Week will take place Jan. 20-29, 2023 in Alexandria.

Alexandria Restaurant Week
For 10 days and two weekends, more than 70 restaurants in Alexandria, will offer a $25, $35 or $45 prix 

fixe dinner for one during Alexandria Restaurant Week. Special menus will be available for in-person dining at 
participating restaurants, many with heated outdoor dining options. Showcases the inventiveness of local chefs 
in neighborhoods throughout the city, including Old Town, Del Ray, Carlyle and Eisenhower, and the West End.  
Guests can browse a list of participating restaurants on AlexandriaRestaurantWeek.com.
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Nativity Lutheran Church

Part-time Office/Manager/Administrative Asst.
1300 Collingwood Road, Alexandria

M, T, W 8:30-1:30 - hourly wage beginning at $14
Send resume & cover letter to  

Nativitylutheran1@gmail.com

Employment Calendar
From Page 9

your supplies and join us at the 
gallery to draw or paint our nude 
model. All skill levels are welcome. 
Traditional drawing media (such 
as pencils, pens, and charcoal) are 
welcome, and pastels, watercolor 
and ink are permissible. Please do 
not bring acrylics or oil paints. We 
don’t supply easels - only plenty 
of chairs - but you are welcome to 
bring your own easel if you want 
to use one.  Visit https://delray-
artisans.org/programs/life-draw-
ing/#event=life-drawing-2023

THE BIRCHMERE 
At 3701 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexan-

dria. All shows are at 7:30 p.m., 
unless otherwise noted.  Tickets 
available at Ticketmaster.com. 
Contact The Birchmere at 703-549-
7500 or www.Birchmere.com.

JANUARY
Thu. 26: Jerry Lee Lewis Tribute fea-

turing Jason D. Williams  $45.00
Fri. 27: Raheem DeVaughn  $85.00
Sat. 28: Tarsha Fitzgerald Prod. 

Presents: DEVOTION: A Tribute to 
Earth, Wind & Fire $35.00

Sun. 29: Norman Brown  $59.50
FEBRUARY
Thu. 2: Brian Courtney Wilson w/ 

Victory Boyd  $35.00
Fri. 3: Will Downing  $79.50  SOLD 

OUT!
Sat. 4: Will Downing  $79.50  SOLD 

OUT!
Sun. 5: Daryl Davis Presents: Thanks 

For The Memories 2022!  $39.50
Tue. 7: Macy Gray  $59.50
Wed. 8: Mike Stern Band w/ Dennis 

Chambers, Gary Grainger, Bob 
Franceschini, Leni Stern $45.

Thu. 9: Corey Smith  $39.50
Fri. 10: the Mountain Goats (Duo) w/ 

Lilly Hiatt  $49.50  SOLD OUT!
Sat. 11: BURLESQUE-A-PADES In 

Loveland starring Angie Pontani, 
The Maine Attraction, Mr. Gor-
geous, Bebe Bardeaux, Carly Har-
vey, Tequila Honeybee & live music 
by Brian Newman Band! $35.00

Mon. 13: Eric Roberson (2nd Night 
Added!)  $69.50

Tue. 14: Eric Roberson  $69.50  SOLD 
OUT!

Thu. 16: Gaelic Storm  $45.00
Fri. 17: Matt Nathanson w/ Stephen 

Kellogg  $69.50  SOLD OUT!
Sat. 18: Matt Nathanson w/ Stephen 

Kellogg  $69.50  SOLD OUT!
Mon. 20: Keb’ Mo’ w/ Anthony D’Am-

ato  $95.00
Tue. 21: Keb’ Mo’ w/ Anthony D’Ama-

to  $95.00
Thu. 23: FOREVER TINA: The World’s 

#1 Salute to Tina Turner!  $39.50
Fri. 24: Richard Thompson (Solo 

Acoustic)  $79.50
Sat. 25: Richard Thompson (Solo 

Acoustic)  $79.50
Sun. 26: DOC AT 100: A TRIBUTE 

TO DOC WATSON featuring Ted 
Olson, T. Michael Coleman, Jack 
Lawrence, Wayne Henderson, Jack 
Hinshelwood  $45.00

Mon. 27: Lalah Hathaway  $99.50
Tue. 28: Lalah Hathaway  $99.50
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And affiliated newspapers

Visit connectionnewspapers.com or 
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-keep-your-newspaper-printing

Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street • Alexandria, VA • 703-778-9431

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to 
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout 
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Poto-
mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media. 
Now we need help again in 2022.

Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great-
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year’s 
financial support from readers and supporters like you 
bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, 
and both made our survival possible. We now await a 
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru-
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we 
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time 
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.

Please, help save these historical papers.

All gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and 
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient 
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. 

The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news-
papers across the country, and our newspapers con-
tinue to be at risk. 
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust-
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria 
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con-

nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in 
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these 
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to 
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
ward into 2022.

The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise. 
Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us 
throughout, and many more have done what they can. In 
the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for 
events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the 
horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of 
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs. 

Connection Newspapers has been offering these local 
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless 
residents have grown up with these papers covering 
significant moments in the lives of family and children, 
news, community events, school activities, and even pic-
tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection 
or historical connection that local papers like Connection 
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide. 
If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school 
has been featured, you understand the value of local 
community newspapers. 
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By KENNETH B. LOURIE

After nearly seven weeks of life since my brother, 
Richard, died, Dec. 3rd, and after two weeks of Rich-
ard-centric columns, I suppose, content-wise, I should 
try to write about the present and not drone on about 
the past. I imagine it will be easier for you all to move 
forward than for me.

Nevertheless, let’s call this week’s column transi-
tional: one foot still stuck in brotherly loss and the oth-
er foot trying to advance the conversation somehow. 
It’s a process (the five stages), I know, and unfortunate-
ly there’s very little one can do to speed it up. Unlike a 
DVR, there’s no fast forward button. Nor is there a stop 
or a pause. There’s just real time, and time doesn’t get 
any slower than the excruciating minutes and hours 
waiting for scan results.

And since I have an MRI, this week focused on 
another part of my body other than my lungs (liver and 
kidney) due to some troubling lab work results in my 
most recent monthly blood draw, focusing forward 
might be prudent given my lung-cancer-changed-to-
thyroid-cancer predicament. Scheduled then is an 
early morning MRI (my wife, Dina insisted on first 
available) at 7:45, an hour or so away, bed to check-
in. Not ideal, exactly, but .... In addition to its early 
morning appointment, a Friday scan likely means we 
won’t get results until Mon. or even Tues. This means 
we’ll both have the weekend to stew in our anxiety 
juices and push back against the familiar demons. The 
waiting is like having insomnia, with sleepless nights 
and there’s very little you can do about it. Time/getting 
results is totally out of your control. There’s no magic 
pill, prescription or otherwise, to stop all the conversa-
tions that you’re having with yourself. The only relief/
rescue is receiving results, which I’m fond of saying, 
with which you can live. And any guarantees went out 
years ago when we first learned of my diagnosis.

And I’m sure you regular readers can certainly 
appreciate the anxiety/stress one endures waiting for 
test results from your doctor. Ordinarily then, for this 
very reason, I try not scheduling scans on Fridays. 
Moreover, having been down this rather bumpy road 
more than a few times in the last 14 years as a cancer 
patient, I’ve been there, and done that. And though 
I’m not particularly agitated by the delay in getting 
results (the cost of doing business, you might say), still, 
the experience is hardly for the faint of heart. Unfor-
tunately, this is often the process/timeline for patients 
having scans, biopsies, lab work, et cetera, to learn/
confirm their medical hopes and/or fears.

This week’s scan process, now that I think of it, 
will be the first time having one without my brother 
being the recipient of my second call (my wife, Dina 
being the first). And it’s this exact kind of circumstance 
where I feel his loss most deeply. It leads me back 
to the discomfort I’m feeling even though I’m going 
through a very familiar process. This time however, 
I’m going through it without my wingman (think of 
the difficulties Tom Cruise’s character, “Maverick” 
experienced in the original “Top Gun” after “Goose,” 
his “intercept officer,” died in a “flight training 
accident”). It took Tom Cruise nearly the entire movie 
to finally “engage”. After “Goose” died, “Maverick” 
(Tom Cruise) just wasn’t himself. I’m still myself, but 
I’m not quite whole. I’m not exactly fragmented. I’m 
more scared that I’m Humpty Dumpty and I’ve had a 
“great fall” and that I won’t be able to reassemble all 
the pieces, specifically the ones that existed in their 
entirety when my brother was alive and an integral 
part of Team Lourie. Losing a foundational piece of 
your emotional wherewithal is sobering, and I don’t 
even drink. And I’m trying very hard not to start. Fight-
ing/surviving cancer requires all hands to the pump. 
Losing an irreplaceable ‘hand,’ especially during a 
possible crisis/transformational moment (possibly 
more cancer detected) doesn’t fill me with confidence. 
It’s not exactly dread that I’m feeling, but’s a long way 
from business as usual.

And ‘business as usual’ has kept me alive through 
my initial “13 months to two years” prognosis and 
through all the intervening years (nearly 14). My 
brother’s support and encouragement were always the 
extreme positives amid a major negative (non-small 
cell lung cancer, stage IV). As a result, I feel a weak-
ness in the force. And weakness in the face of cancer 
“ain’t gonna” cut it.

Now What?

Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI), and 
the Virginia Clean Economy Act (VCEA) – 
face legislative challenges in both chambers 
and, in RGGI’s case, through the regulatory 
process. If repealed, the brighter future cre-
ated by the past administrations will grow 
dim, and our existing investment and prog-
ress would be wasted. 

RGGI is a regional cap and trade program 
which provides hundreds of millions of dol-
lars in flood mitigation and energy efficiency 
investments for low income Virginians. The 
state’s participation in the program current-
ly faces multiple obstacles. Despite GOP 
talking points, the facts are clear: RGGI is an 
effective program to help individual states 
and our nation transition away from carbon 
polluting energy. 

RGGI states had far surpassed Virginia 
with emissions reductions before we entered 
the compact in 2021. From 2005 to 2020, 
RGGI states saw their emissions drop by 
twice as much as Virginia — 59 percent in 
RGGI states compared to 30 percent in Vir-
ginia. In RGGI’s first year alone in Virginia 
(2021), our statewide pollution decreased 
by 13 percent.

My 21 Democratic senate colleagues and 
I are prepared to defeat any legislation at-
tempting to withdraw us from the compact. 
We are equally prepared to combat current 
attempts by Gov. Glenn Youngkin to with-
draw Virginia from RGGI through the ad-
ministrative rule making process. Former At-
torney General Mark Herring ruled this kind 
of act would be unlawful. Without statutory 
authority, it is likely the Governor’s ploy to 
remove us from RGGI will soon be tied up 
in litigation, further delaying clean energy 
goals and wasting your tax dollars. 

House and Senate Republicans have also 
attempted to repeal our adoption of the 

15-state Clean Car standards, which set 
stricter vehicle emissions limits than the 
federal government imposes and gradually 
increase the availability of EVs on car lots 
across the Commonwealth, in line with au-
tomakers’ own goals of going all-electric. 
Federal law prohibits Virginia from enacting 
our own regulations on tailpipe emissions. 
Under the federal Clean Air Act, we are re-
quired to adopt emissions standards set by 
either the EPA or the Clean Cars standard. 
The GOP proposals would kneecap our abil-
ity to reduce personal vehicle emissions, 
which make up 70% of all carbon pollution 
in our largest pollution source: transporta-
tion. I am glad to report that the Senate Ag-
riculture and Natural Resources Committee 
defeated these proposals. 

It is critical to play effective defense on our 
environmental goals, at least long enough to 
provide time for Virginia’s utilities to make 
long term investment in renewables. This 
strategy is already succeeding – earlier this 
month Dominion Energy, Virginia’s largest 
regulated utility, announced a slate of proj-
ects in their Climate Report 2022 which will 
make solar energy our main power genera-
tor by 2040, phasing out coal by 2030, and 
steadily reducing the use of fracked gas over 
a 20-year period. These projects go a long 
way towards combating global warming and 
increasing air and water quality across our 
state.      

I’ll continue fighting to defend that prog-
ress in Richmond, and will fight to make 
even more in the years ahead.

It is my continued honor to serve the 30th 
District, 

Please consider joining my colleagues 
and me at a legislative town hall to share 
your views on the session. Please also fill 
out our legislative survey at https://www.
adamebbin.com/alexandria-legislative-pri-
orities-survey.html

to voice your opinion on the issues being 
debated in Richmond.

Ebbin
From Page 4

Opinion

From Page 1

VDOT
and providing an eight-foot-wide sidewalk 
on the east side of Telegraph Road and a 
six-foot-wide sidewalk on the west side

The survey also features two new al-
ternatives that focus specifically on pe-
destrian improvements with no roadway 
widening:
v Reducing crosswalk lengths and 

upgrading curb ramps at the Telegraph 
Road/Hayfield Road intersection
v Reducing crosswalk lengths, up-

grading curb ramps, and providing a six-
foot-wide sidewalk on the west side and 
an eight-foot-wide sidewalk on the east 
side of Telegraph Road

Lastly, residents and travelers can pro-
vide feedback on a no-build alternative 
in which no improvements would be 
made in the area of Telegraph Road and 
Hayfield Road.

The survey will be available through 
Monday, Feb. 13.

Bulletin Board

From Page 8
teer, and may involve giving demonstrations, 
assisting in lab experiments, lecturing on 
special topics, assisting with homework, etc. 
The hours are flexible, and volunteers attend 
a one-day training in September before being 
assigned to schools. To see how volunteers 
are assisting their teachers, view the video 
clips at www.seniorscientist.org. To volunteer, 
contact donaldrea@aol.com.

Assistance League of Northern Virginia is an 
all-volunteer non-profit organization that 
feeds, clothes and provides reading assistance 

and books to children in need.   Assis-
tance League’s programs touch the lives of 
hundreds of children in Fairfax and Prince 
William Counties and the City of Alexandria.  
There are many volunteer opportunities for 
community members to contribute to helping 
those in need.  To learn more, email info@
alnv.org, or visit www.alnv.org.

Operation Paws for Homes, a Virginia based 
501(c)(3) organization seeks volunteers, 
especially to foster dogs. See www.ophrescue.
org for information and all volunteer oppor-
tunities. 
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