
The Westfield 
defense all have 
their eyes on a 
Mount Vernon 
runner.
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Work with the #1 Realtor Twee Ramos, Susan Canis, 
Joe Trippi and Justin Scango

703-757-3222 

Sales@GreatFallsGreatHomes.com
Dianne Van Volkenburg donates a portion of each sale to the Embry Rucker Community Shelter

9841 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066

 703-759-9190 • GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

2022 Top Sales Team
Northern Virginia Region

Great Falls                           $2,025,000Great Falls                                     $1,860,800

Great Falls                       $2,915,000 Great Falls                        $1,650,000McLean                       $5,500,000

Reston                $820,000

Vienna                           $825,000Great Falls                                     $3,550,000

Great Falls                       $2,050,000 Great Falls                        $1,080,000Annandale                        $1,145,500

Great Falls                        $1,400,000

CALL ME TODAY!

HOT SUMMER SALES
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD

SOLD
SOLD

SOLD
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See Green Sentenced, Page 12

By Bonnie Hobbs
 The Connection

Four years have passed since Steven 
Green brutally assaulted a woman and 
killed her boyfriend in the parking lot 

of a Chantilly restaurant. After the tragedy, 
he was arrested and charged with murder, 
malicious wounding and use of a firearm in 
the commission of a felony.

However, he’s been free on bond since 

then – with the pandemic de-
laying his trial until this year. 
But judgment day finally came 
for Green last Friday, Sept. 1, 
in Fairfax County Circuit Court, 
when he was sentenced to two-
and-a-half years in prison.

“A message has to be sent 
to the community: If you take a life, there 
should be consequences,” Chief Deputy 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Eric Clingan told 

the judge before sentencing. 
“And the malicious-wounding 
victim was injured severely 
enough to be hospitalized.”  

The incidents occurred May 
24, 2019, around 1:30 a.m., at 
the Chantilly Park Shopping 
Center in the 14500 block of 
Lee Jackson Memorial Hwy. 
Green, then 51, of Manas-
sas, was at work cleaning the 
parking lot when he had an 
altercation with Mayra Osorio 

Cordero, who was standing outside a restau-
rant there.

Green used his leaf blowers to send debris 

towards Osorio Cordero and, after they ex-
changed words, he hit her in the face with 
one of those leaf blowers. During his crim-
inal trial in March, she testified that Green 
told her, “All Hispanics are trash,” but he de-
nied saying it.

After the attack, her boyfriend – Miguel 
Angel Leiva Hernandez, 30, of Chantilly – 
and another man came outside. When Lei-
va Hernandez saw Osorio Cordero bleeding 
profusely, he and Green began a physical 
struggle. There were no outdoor surveillance 
cameras to capture exactly what happened 
between the two men – and in what order. 

Steven Green

Green sentenced to prison for killing 
Chantilly man.

‘He’s Still Here; My Uncle Will Be Gone Forever’

News

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

F
airfax County is a great place to live 
– for those earning enough money 
to keep a roof over their heads, pay 
their bills and feed their families. But 

people struggling to make ends meet often 
turn to Western Fairfax Christian Ministries 
(WFCM) for help.

Serving some 4,500 residents in areas in-
cluding Centreville, Chantilly, Oak Hill and 
Herndon, this nonprofit’s food pantry in 
Chantilly has long been a critical lifeline for 
them. However, realizing that many Centre-
ville clients had a tough time getting to and 
from that pantry, WFCM recently opened a 
second one in the Centreville Square Shop-
ping Center.

Although this new pantry is only about 
6 miles from the Chantilly location, getting 
there from Centreville involves traveling 
along I-66 and Routes 28 and 29 – making it 
a challenge to reach for those without a car. 
And it certainly isn’t walkable. So a pantry in 
Centreville is a welcome relief for its users.

“The proximity to many neighborhoods in 
Centreville makes it convenient for clients to 
walk and avoid paying for transportation to 
pick up groceries,” explained WFCM Execu-
tive Director Harmonie Taddeo. “Though this 
second location is smaller than the Chantil-
ly pantry, it’s stocked with all the essentials, 
including toiletries, and client feedback will 
help us ensure that the most-desired items 
are available.”

At 5948 Centreville Crest Lane, the new 
food pantry is open Tuesday-Wednesday, 
from 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m. and 4:30-7 p.m.; 
Thursday, 10:30 a.m.-2 p.m.; and by ap-
pointment (call 703-988-9656 and specify 
the Centreville pantry). It can serve up to 
250 client households – more than 700 indi-
viduals – each month, 

The two full-time employees speak both 
English and Spanish; and at each scheduled 

appointment, recipients will be provided 
with two weeks’ worth of food. During the 
recent, grand-opening celebration, Tad-
deo discussed the ever-rising food demand 
WFCM has seen and acknowledged all those 
who made this second location possible.  

“We have experienced 14-16-percent in-
creases, year-over-year, in the number of 
clients using our Chantilly Client Choice 
Food Pantry,” she said. “We know that the 
reduction in SNAP [federal Supplemental 

Nutrition Assistance Program] benefits, in-
creased costs of groceries due to inflation, 
and continued underemployment are caus-
ing families to seek our services.”

“We’re grateful that we’re able to meet 
these growing needs through partnerships 
with local county government, businesses, 
congregations and individuals,” continued 
Taddeo. “And thanks to several key support-
ers, and everyone who donated during our 
Spring Fundraiser campaign and throughout 

the fiscal year, we’re able to take this giant 
step of opening a food pantry in Centreville 
to serve more families in western Fairfax 
County.” 

She stressed that having access to healthy 
food leads to food security – which is key to 
individuals achieving in other areas of their 
lives, such as school and work. And, she 
added, “Operating two, client-choice food 

WFCM’s second, 
client-choice pantry 
opens in Centreville.

Providing Access to Fresh, Healthy Food

Cutting the ribbon for WFCM’s new food pantry in Centreville.

Kristine Hurt, WFCM’s Chantilly pantry manager, shows some 
of the Centreville pantry’s offerings to (from left) Richard For-
mica and Phil Mohr of Centreville United Methodist Church.

Checking out the pantry’s refrigerated area are (from left) Bob 
Walter and Steve Greenhalgh of The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints.

See WFCM Food Pantry, Page 11

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection
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Schedule your personal visit today.

Brightview’s fresh take on senior living makes life extra 
bright for northern Virginia seniors and their families. 

Visit Brightview Great Falls, Brightview Dulles Corner – 
or both – to find your Brightview. Meet our teams, take 

a look around, and discover how each community’s 
personalized services, support, and enriching lifestyle 

can make life brighter for you and your family, too. 703.759.2513 | www.BrightviewGreatFalls.com
10200 Colvin Run Road | Great Falls

NOW OPEN

571.786.5800 | www.BrightviewDullesCorner.com 
13700 Magna Way | Herndon

INDEPENDENT LIVING | ASSISTED LIVING 
GALLERY ASSISTED LIVING | DEMENTIA CARE

ASSISTED LIVING | DEMENTIA CARE

    EXPLORE FAIRFAX COUNTY’S 
Brightest  SENIOR LIFESTYLES

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

 

W
hen it comes to eating ice cream, the 
top priority for most individuals is un-
doubtedly the combination of great 
taste and the right texture — hard to 

do with vegan ice cream.
Olivia Green of Arlington, a Michelin-starred pas-

try chef, perfected this with a plant-based ice cream 
that is dairy-free, gluten-free, and vegan. Not only 
that, Green made no sacrifices as chef and owner of 
Crème de la Crop to achieve what she described on 
her LinkedIn page as the “creamy, dreamy texture of 
real-deal ice cream.”

Green aimed to create gourmet desserts for every-
one, especially those with dietary restrictions. “As a 
lactose-intolerant pastry chef, I thought this was the 
perfect problem for me to solve,” she said.

Green recently opened her first storefront ice cream 
parlor in the Town of Herndon, using her skills in food 
manufacturing, food and beverage operations, food 
allergies, veganism, and entrepreneurship.  The store 
focuses on small-batch,  made-from-scratch ice cream, 

ice cream sandwiches, and other frozen treats. 
Green shares the commercial kitchen space at 273 

Sunset Park Drive with Chelsea Tan Hweii Chiee, 
owner of Chiboo Bakery. Chiee sells gluten-free, al-
mond-flour-based gourmet French macarons in clas-
sic, fruity, floral, tea, and seasonal flavors. Chiboo 
Bakery is a professional, women-owned bakery, sim-
ilar to Creme de la Crop.

The shop is an 11-minute (0.6-mile) walk from the 
Herndon Station on the Washington Metropolitan 
Area Transit Authority Silver Line and right off the 
Fairfax County Parkway.

Green was scooping Grasshopper and Banana 
Nut Brûlée ice cream, filling pre-orders, and serving 
scoops with waffle dunkers and sammies on Saturday, 
Sept. 2. Green worked between customers to prepare 
for Crème de la Crop’s grand opening and ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony on Saturday, Sept. 9 at noon, alongside 
Chiboo Bakery.

“Chelsea and I are very excited to have everyone 
come and celebrate both of our businesses at our rib-
bon cutting. … Everyone is invited,” Green said, re-
ferring to the mayor of the Town of Herndon, council 
members, and town staff, including Dennis Holste, 
the Town of Herndon’s economic development man-
ager, members of the Dulles Regional Chamber of 
Commerce and everyone else.

Store’s ribbon cutting is 
on Saturday.

Michelin-Starred Chef  
Perfects Vegan Ice Cream

Photo by Mercia Hobson/ The Connection
Olivia Green welcomes customers into her new ice cream parlor in 
the Town of Herndon.

News
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IAD Master Plan Public Open House Workshop

Wednesday, October 11, 2023

Time: 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Location: Washington Dulles Airport Marriott

45020 Aviation Drive
Dulles, VA 20166

The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority is preparing a Mas-
ter Plan for the Washington Dulles International Airport. The Airport 
Master Plan is a comprehensive study that describes short-, medi-
um- and long-term improvements proposed for the airport. It is de-
signed to establish a roadmap for incremental development to meet 
future aviation demand and other airport needs for the next 25 years. 

The Master Planning process is designed as an inclusive process 
that encourages citizen participation. A public open house workshop 
will be held to provide information on the preliminary development 
alternatives for the Airport. Representatives from the Airports Author-
ity and the Consultant team will be available to answer questions 
and receive comments on the ongoing Master Planning analyses and 
tasks completed to date. 

For additional information, please scan the 
QR code or visit us at the website below: 
https://www.flydulles.com/about-airport/mas-
ter-plan/dulles-international-airport-master-plan
The Metropolitan Washington Airports Authority 
Master Plan team can also be contacted at: 
IADMaster.Plan@mwaa.com

IN GREAT FALLS

731-C WALKER RD.· GREAT FALLS, VA
State Farm Insurance Companies
 Home Office Bloomington, Illinois

AUTO• HOME  • LIFE
FINANCIAL SERVICES 

Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There.®

www.gstephendulaney.com

Open Saturdays
Complementary Insurance and Financial Review

Proud Supporter of Military Appreciation Mondays

Visit

State Farm Insurance

The Dr. Larry Bussey Family & Community Library, located within the Family 
Resource Center.

News

FCPS Library Renamed For 
Student and Family Advocate

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

 

Few people can match Dr. Lawrence 
“Larry” Bussey’s thirty-year activism in 
Fairfax County Public Schools, putting 

minority student achievement and parent 
and family engagement first. According to 
school board member-at-large Karen Keyes-
Gamara, Dr. Bussey personified the biblical 
phrase, “I am my brother’s keeper.” 

“He was willing to carry the weight of oth-
ers to improve the next generation, and for 
that, we are so very grateful,” Keyes-Gamara 
said. On Thursday evening, Aug. 31, Keyes-
Gamara read a naming proclamation at the 
board’s first regular meeting for the 2023-
2024 school year. The date was a little more 
than a month after the first anniversary of 
Larry Bussey’s death on July 22, 2022.

The proclamation directed Superinten-
dent Michelle Reid to “rename the Fami-
ly Resource Center library the “Dr. Larry 
Bussey Family & Community Library.” The 
renaming would be a lasting tribute to Dr. 
Bussey’s dedication to educating and equip-
ping families to advocate for their children’s 
educational rights and needs.

Dr. Bussey was a “strong voice” in devel-
oping the One Fairfax policy, Keyes-Gamara 

Sought success 
for all students.

Dr. Lawrence 
“Larry” Bussey.

Karen Keyes-Gamara, 
member-at-large.

Karen Corbett Sand-
ers, Mount Vernon.

Megan McLaughlin, 
Braddock.

said. He was the “data man,” not the type “to 
simply shake things up.”

“He would take you to the numbers he 
had meticulously analyzed to help us under-
stand where improvements could be made. 
His MSAOC reports always helped us know 
that we could do better. It was in the num-
bers,” Keyes-Gamara said.

Bussey was a founding member of the first 
FCPS Minority Student Achievement Joint 
Committee. The ad hoc committee, formed 
in 1992, developed an action plan and made 
recommendations that included re-examin-
ing the curriculum, changing administrative 
structures, and improving parent outreach. 
Bussey was a committee member for thirty 
years, first as co-chair during the 1995-1996 
school year and then as a community repre-
sentative or staff liaison under six superin-
tendents until he died.

In her remarks at the proclamation, Keyes-
Gamara recalled that when she was consid-
ering running for school board six years ago, 
people she trusted told her, “If you want to 
understand FCPS and you want to make a 
difference, talk to Dr. Bussey.”

“He has been and was a guiding light. … 
He was always concerned about every stu-
dent having an opportunity to achieve excel-
lence,” Keyes-Gamara said. Before coming 
to FCPS, Bussey worked on policy decisions 
for the Department of Education to effect 
real change. Bussey’s advocacy stemmed 

See FCPS Library, Page 15
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Opinion

John Lovaas
Independent 
Progressive

Plum

“I predict [the conference com-
mittee compromise] will be accepted 
as the best compromise that can be 
reached at this time.”

By Del. Kenneth R. 
“Ken” Plum

I
f you are reading this column 
after 9 a.m. on Wednesday you 
may know that I am already 
in Richmond preparing to at-

tend a Democratic Caucus meeting 
before the Special Session of the 
General Assembly that will con-
vene at 10 a.m. Wednesday morn-
ing. Special sessions are just that: 
they are called by the Governor in 
this instance for the single purpose 
of receiving and acting on a budget 
bill from a Conference Committee 
that has been meeting off and on 
since the regular session adjourned 
in April. They met to resolve differ-
ences that would be acceptable to 
both houses of the legislature and 
the Governor to amend the bud-

get already in place for 
the next fiscal year. As 
I have discussed sev-
eral times in past col-
umns, the challenges 
facing the legislature 
this year were different 
from those of the past. 
The General Assembly 
in 2022 passed a bud-
get much as outgoing 
Governor Ralph Northam had pro-
posed. It contained additional rev-
enues much of which were coming 
to the state from federal COVID 
relief funds and an economy that 
remained healthier than had been 
projected by economists. Revisions 
of biennial budgets are routine in 
that projecting the economy over 
an 18-month period is not an ex-
act science and can be influenced 
by factors beyond the control of 
a single state. Most political de-
bates over budget revisions often 
accompany the amendments that 
are needed to match economic 

fluctuations. The politi-
cal debate that went on 
during the campaign for 
governor had the win-
ning candidate trying 
to convince voters that 
Virginia’s economy was 
in the tank while others 
tried to point out the 
realities that Virginia 
could finally respond to 

unmet needs.
The reality was that at the mid-

point of the biennium Virginia was 
swimming in cash. Economic pro-
jections had been too conservative 
and had underestimated growth in 
Virginia’s economy. That revenue 
growth from the healthy economy 
and additional monies from feder-
al sources had created an unappro-
priated balance of cash. The House 
and Senate had not been able to 
come to an agreement on its use. 
The compromise that will be vot-
ed on at this Special Session will 
in simplest form give taxpayers 

Budgets Set Policy Directions
rebates for the year rather than a 
tax cut that may not be able to be 
sustained in future years. Most call 
that a victory for the House, and 
a recognition that the Governor 
seemed more interested in a tax cut 
to help his personal political for-
tunes rather than being for the best 
long-time interests of taxpayers.

The Conference Committee re-
port cannot, by the rules of the 
legislature, be amended. It must 
be voted up or down. I predict it 
will be accepted as the best com-
promise that can be reached at this 
time. Whether it sets a precedent 
that will be followed in the future 
will be determined by the outcome 
of the elections held this Novem-
ber for members of the General 
Assembly. This budget and future 
ones are not simply about plan-
ning for how the monies of the 
Commonwealth will be spent but 
are about our expectations for our 
government in the future. What do 
we want to be as a state?

The shortage 
of affordable 
housing in Fair-

fax County and Reston 
rarely gets the analyt-
ical attention that the 
Connection’s edition 
of August 16-22 deliv-
ered in Mercia Hobson’s 
“3rd Wealthiest County 
in U.S. Fails to Provide 
Affordable Housing.” 
The article is based on 
conversations with several knowl-
edgeable staff members of one 
excellent Reston’s charitable or-
ganization, Cornerstones, people 
serving the homeless and those in 
danger of becoming homeless. 

The Cornerstones’ staffers work 
to assist families with rent and 
utility subsidies, food assistance, 
help in job searches and assistance 
working their way through the bu-
reaucratic Fairfax County machin-
ery for the services and too-fre-
quently unavailable affordable 
units. Including insights from the 
other housing-focused Reston non-
profit, Reston Strong, might have 
made the article’s analysis even 
more compelling, given the lat-
ter’s exclusive focus on the lowest 
income homeless. In any case, the 
critical services identified describe 
the immense challenge hundreds 
in Reston face to keep a roof over 
their families’ heads.

The article did not directly ad-
dress the shocking lack of afford-
able dwelling units to occupy, es-

pecially for the lowest 
income families. How 
serious is the shortage? 
The Cornerstones VP 
for Marketing and Com-
munications is quoted 
as saying, “Affordable 
housing is practically 
nonexistent here.” This 
is most assuredly accu-
rate for families making 
less than the average 
median income.

Recently, the planned develop-
ment of 400 affordable units near 
the Hunter Mill Supervisor’s office 
was cancelled when the developer 
suddenly pulled out. To date, Fair-
fax County has no more affordable 
units in sight here, not even for the 
middle income beneficiaries of the 
cancelled project, not to mention 
genuinely lower income families. 
Nothing. 

Back in 1919-20, during his 
first campaign for the Supervisor 
job, Walter Alcorn offered an in-
novative approach to increase the 
actual stock of affordable housing 
in Reston. Furthermore, his con-
cept if adopted could have served 
needs of the genuinely lower in-
come homeless. Reston had, and 
has, great excess commercial of-
fice space which he posited might 
be re-purposed into very low-cost 
apartment units, just the kind that 
could serve those now in tents, the 
filled-to-capacity Embry Rucker 
Homeless shelter and costly ho-
tel space sporadically rented by 

the county for emergencies. Long 
vacant commercial space is still 
abundant in Reston certainly. Un-
fortunately, we’ve heard little more 
from Alcorn about this promising 
concept for the last three years. 
What happened?

A possible variation to Fairfax 
County’s tackling the acquisition 
and repurposing a long-vacant 
(abandoned?) office buildings 
or, e.g., a hotel, would be for the 
County to play a facilitating role 
supporting a charitable organiza-
tion’s acquisition and management 
of the repurposing. This model 

would take advantage of the char-
ity’s strengths and minimize the 
direct role of the County bureau-
cracy. 

While I recognize that pursuit 
of such an innovative approach 
by Fairfax County isn’t easy, the 
needs of the homeless are seri-
ous and existing approaches have 
been failing for too long already! 
Furthermore, as Mercia Hobson’s 
on-target article suggests, wealthy 
Fairfax County certainly has the 
resources to address the problem. 
Now what’s needed is the will to 
get it done?

Affordable Housing-Talk Not Action in Fairfax, Reston

Never miss an issue, get a free digital subscription, 
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe/
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PLAN YOUR NEXT GREAT ADVENTURE 
Vinson Hall Retirement Community residents come from a variety of backgrounds, but they 
have one thing in common: a spirit of adventure. They are curious, engaged, well-traveled  
and excited about their next chapter. And they all love calling our community home. From  
art classes and pickleball to lively meals and happy hours on campus, there’s no shortage  
of activities and entertainment. When you have seen all the wonders of the world, you want  
to make sure your home base measures up.

Whether they are returning from a vacation to Italy or a trip to the grocery store, military 
officers and their families, and leadership level (GS-14 and higher) government employees 
from any federal agency, love coming home to Vinson Hall Retirement Community. From 
friendly faces and exciting social activities to an experienced team on your side, discover  
the endless possibilities of a first-rate retirement. 

CALL 703-935-5209 OR VISIT VINSONHALL.ORG TODAY TO PLAN YOUR ARRIVAL

R E T I R E M E N T

22101
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By Will Palenscar
The Connection

T
he Westfield Bulldogs faced the 
Mount Vernon Majors on Thurs-
day Aug. 31, 2023 in Chantilly for 
a non conference matchup. 

On Westfield’s first possessionLandon 
Murphy would put the Bulldogs on the board 
with 7:31 in the first quarter with a 34 yard 
touchdown reception on 4th down. Murphy 
would score with 4:33 still to play in the 
opening quarter for his second touchdown 
of the game on an 8 yard touchdown, after 
Everett Sawyer’s blocked punt. 

Kennedy Duda scored on an 8 yard touch-
down with 8:04 to play in the second quarter 
giving Westfield a 20-0 lead after a missed 
extra point. Later in the quarter Everett Saw-
yer scored on a 9 yard touchdown reception 
with 4:30 remaining before halftime. 

Kennedy Duda scored his second touch-

Westfield scores on its first possession and finishes 42-0.

Westfield v. Mount Vernon

Matthew Jenks signals to the Westfield sidelines.
Connor Morin #5 waits for the Westfield 
snap before running a route.

Landon Murphy #18 sprints for his first of two touchdown receptions.
Mount Vernon QB Keivon Bellfield #3 hands the ball to wide receiver Matthew 
Moret # 18

Everett Sawyer blocks the punt of Mount Vernon punter Christopher 
Marin- Benavides.

Landon Murphy scores his second touch-
down of the game receiving for Westfield. Keivon Bellfield drops back to pass for the Majors

Ashon Brice #12 looks to referee to see if he is lined up onsides. Keivon Bellfield prepares to hand the ball of to #11 Avery Rhymes

Kennedy Duda #21 scores the first of his two rushing touchdowns.
Westfield photographers Fred Ingham and John Caccivio pose 
for a photograph on the Westfield sidelines.

down rushing from 13 yards out. Landon 
Murphy then caught a pass in the end zone 
for a successful 2 point conversion with 4:52 
to play in the third quarter. Westfield now 
fully in control 35-0. BJ Johnson then scored 

on a short run for Westfield that put West-
field up 42-0. 

Westfield (2-0) will play at Lake Braddock 
on Friday. Mt Vernon (0-2) will host Friend-
ship Collegiate Academy.

Everett Sawyer #87 scores on this touchdown reception The Westfield defense all have their eyes on a Mount Vernon runner. Kennedy Duda scores his second rushing touchdown.
BJ Johnson #32 hands the ball to a referee after scoring on a touchdown run 
for Westfield.

Sports
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By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

 

T
hree years ago, students in Khom-
bole, a town in the Thiès Region 
of Senegal, attended school in a 
temporary structure made of mis-

matched pieces of corrugated metal sheet-
ing. Mamadou Sellou Diallo, teacher, found-
er, and principal of Senegal’s Le Bentenier 
Groupe Scolaire, described it as “a tiny, run-
down shack.” The structure was unable to 
withstand the rainy season. The Republic of 
Senegal is a country in West Africa on the 
Atlantic Ocean coastline.

Five thousand miles away, in McLean,-
Va., Elisabeth Sèye, a French teacher at BA-
SIS Independent McLean, and members of 
the school’s Société Honoraire de Français 
began raising funds to build a new school-
house for the Khombole students. It would 
be built in stages as the donated funds al-
lowed. The project became, as Will Dalton, 
15, of McLean, said on Sept. 1, “Not just a 
small service project but something that 
would go on to change lives.”

Sèye has been a French teacher for over 
20 years. She believes that getting her stu-
dents out of the classroom and into the 
world is the best way to inspire them. Seye 

established a partnership between the two 
schools in 2016, pairing her McLean stu-
dents learning French with the Senegal stu-
dents from the French-speaking country for 
a cultural and language-building opportuni-
ty. She had her students participate in ser-
vice projects to help fund the new building.

This summer, Sèye, and a group of 22 BA-
SIS students and parents traveled to Khom-
bole to formally dedicate the schoolhouse 
they raised funds for. They also brought lap-
tops, a projector, clothing, school supplies, 
and a $1,000 check to cover expenses for 
additional items. 

The trip not only provided Sèye’s students 
with the opportunity to practice their French 
in Senegal where it is the official language, 
but also provided a sense of ownership and 

connection to an underserved community. 
Stepping back and watching her students 

complete the projects and become global 
citizens before her eyes has been extreme-
ly rewarding for Seye. “I enjoy bringing the 
Francophone world into the classroom, but 
I enjoy bringing my classroom there even 
more,” Seye said.

For Chelsea Hu, 17, of Vienna and pres-
ident of the BASIS Independent McLean 
French Honor Society, her ten days in Sene-
gal provided a lifetime of lessons in commu-
nity, culture, and compassion.

“Visiting Groupe Scolaire de Bentenier 
(Khombole 6), the school for which we raised 
funds, not only demonstrated the power of 
collective goodwill but also introduced me 
to Senegalese students who broadened my 

worldview,” said Chelsea. “The journey left 
an indelible imprint on my soul of the rich-
ness of Senegalese culture, community, and 
traditions, profoundly shaping my under-
standing of what it means to be a global citi-
zen and member of a global family.”

Andrew Huang,15 of McLean, described the 
experience as “eye-opening,” and the teachers 
and students at the Khombole school as “some 
of the most resilient people anywhere in the 
world.” Andrew found their determination to 
achieve a quality and equitable education in 
the face of adversity inspiring.

According to Mamadou Sellou Diallo, 
teacher, founder, and principal of Le Bente-
nier Groupe Scolaire in Senegal, the BASIS 
Independent Mclean French Honor Society 
formed solid relationships with her students, 
which have included corresponding, collab-
orating on ideas, and various service proj-
ects, including the new and beautiful brick-
and-mortar schoolhouse for the children of 
her community.

“They have demonstrated that we are true 
life partners and that community extends 
beyond borders. “We consider ourselves ex-
tremely fortunate,” Diallo said.

Dean Fetter, 13, of Arlington, went to Khom-
bole and saw the new schoolhouse for himself, 
complete with tiled floors and desks for ev-
eryone. “We could see the hope and ambition 
radiating from the kids’ faces — not only to be 
able to help themselves but, in turn, their com-
munity. The trip opened my eyes and showed 
me how much developing countries really 
need support. I am looking forward to future 
projects with them,” Dean said.

Students raise funds 
to build schoolhouse 
in Africa.

Assy Diallo, student of Le Bentenier Groupe Scolaire de Khom-
bole, a town in Thiès Region, Senegal, West Africa, and Chelsea 
Hu, 17, of Vienna, Va., president of the BASIS Independent 
French Honor Society.

Senegalese student Sophia Ba (center, in white dress with pink flowers) begins the presentation to 
guests from BASIS Independent McLean as her fellow students (right) Rokhaya Diouf and Astou 
Mbow listen..

From left, Madame Ngom, head mistress, joins Abdoulaye Diouf, 
head of school at École 6, Elisabeth Sèye, French teacher at BASIS 
Independent McLean, and Mamadou Sellou Diallo of Le Bentenier 
Groupe Scolaire de Khombole for the check presentation.

BASIS Independent McLean students in grey t-shirts stand outside the new schoolhouse they and 
fellow students raised funds to build in Senegal, West Africa. They are joined by many, including in the 
top row under the left window, Pape Diop, Chelsea Hu, Susan Janec, John Steyn, Richard Park, Grant 
Johnson, Dean Fetter, Matteo Theobald, Claudia Fetter, Andrew Huang, Christopher Stubbs, and (in 
the front row) Elisabeth Sèye, Jamie Garcia, Joy Chen, Mamadou Sellou Diallo, Bradley Garcia, Will 
Dalton, Holly Dalton, and Avi Fairchild.

The inside of the new schoolhouse

Learning Outside the Classroom

Photos courtesy of BASIS Independent McLean

Learning
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pantries will make food more accessible for food-inse-
cure families, on a sustainable and stable basis.” 

Yet, said Taddeo, “As we strive to mitigate food 
insecurity, we can only continue to expand our pro-
grams and services to reach more families through the 
power of collective impact. That is, working together 
with local partners to meet the needs of community 
members who qualify for WFCM’s services. And we’re 
thankful for all those who’ve chosen to join with us to 
make sure our neighbors have access to fresh, healthy 
food.”     

Calling it a “true community effort,” she said open-
ing the Centreville food pantry wouldn’t have been 
possible without the support of the organization’s do-
nors, partners and friends. They included:

Centreville Presbyterian, Centreville United Meth-
odist and Christ Central Presbyterian churches, the 
Moxley Family Foundation, Elden and Allyn Sodows-
ky, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
and Wegmans Food Markets. Taddeo also expressed 
gratitude to the Capital Area Food Bank and Fairfax 
County Government for providing Capacity and Food 
Access Program grants. 

During the ceremony, Taddeo also thanked the 
elected representatives attending, including Del. Kar-
rie Delaney (D-67), Sully District School Board Rep-

resentative Stella Pekarsky, Supervisor Kathy Smith 
(D-Sully) and Jaclyn Marmol from U.S. Sen. Mark 
Warner’s office. Taddeo told them, “Your support and 

WFCM Food 
Pantry In  
Centreville

The Rev. Lynn Miller speaks while Harmonie Tad-
deo (at right) listens.

From left are Kathy Smith, Karrie Delaney and 
Stella Pekarsky.

News

See WFCM Food Pantry, Page 12

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection
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News

partnership ensure the communities you 
serve receive basic-needs services in a digni-
fied manner that provides choice and long-
term support.”

Next at the podium, Smith said establish-
ing a second food pantry “shows WFCM’s 
commitment to addressing food insecuri-
ty in the community. Food pantries play a 
crucial role in providing food items to indi-
viduals and families experiencing financial 
difficulties. Having this pantry in Centreville 
is making it more convenient for residents 
here to access the resources they need, and 
many can walk to it.”

She thanked her fellow supervisors, plus 
county staff, for providing the funding used 
by WFCM to purchase new handcarts for this 
pantry. “These will assist our residents and 

families in bringing food items back to their 
home,” said Smith. “Opening this food pan-
try will allow WFCM to expand their reach 
and help more people, and I thank them for 
everything they do to make our community 
a better place.”

Also speaking was the Rev. Lynn Miller of 
King of Kings Lutheran Church in Chantilly. 
She’s a member of WFCM’s Board of Direc-
tors and served as its president during FY 
2023. “This second site is truly an answer to 
lots of prayers, and we’re grateful to God for 
how this leap of faith has been blessed by 
all of you,” she said. “We believe God gave 
Harmonie and the WFCM staff the vision for 
this new way of helping in this area. And as 
a Board of Directors, it’s been our honor and 
joy to see the development of this new space 
and the deepening of the relationships we 
have with all of you who partner with us. We 

trust that God will continue to provide as, 
together, we provide and care for our neigh-
bors in need.”

Taddeo then shared a Google review a 
client named Eileen posted after using WF-
CM’s Chantilly pantry. “This is the only food 
pantry I’ve ever been to where they offer 
fresh fruits and vegetables, along with dairy 
(eggs, milk, cheese, butter), meat and other 
things not necessarily found at traditional 
food banks,” she wrote. “Most of their do-
nated items are from places like Wegmans 
and Whole Foods. 

“[I’m not] complaining, because I’m grate-
ful to all food banks. When you’re hungry 
and can’t afford food, you’ll take what you 
can get. However, this place gives you op-
tions; you’re allowed to ‘shop’ and pick out 
your own items, as opposed to having them 
packed for you. This prevents food from be-

ing wasted.”
Taddeo said refrigerators and freezers 

stocked with fresh food from local grocery 
stores make WFCM’s choice model possible. 
And she thanked Capital Area Food Bank 
and Fairfax County Neighborhood and Com-
munity Services for their grants to purchase 
these appliances, plus Wegmans and The 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
“for wonderful and plentiful food donations 
to stock our refrigerators and shelves.”

Then came the ribbon cutting, tours of the 
new pantry and special cookies supplied by 
Wegmans. First, though, Tammy Meyer with 
the Dulles Regional Chamber of Commerce 
added a few words. “On behalf of the Cham-
ber, we’re excited for our Chamber member, 
WFCM,” she said. “And we welcome them to 
this new location to expand their reach in 
the Centreville community.”

From Page 11

Pamela Montesinos, WFCM director of Client Operations and Programs, places some 
canned goods on a shelf in the Centreville pantry.

Some of those who partnered with WFCM to make possible the opening of its Centre-
ville pantry pose for a photo.

WFCM Food Pantry In Centreville

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection

But at some point, Green shot Leiva Her-
nandez once in the chest, killing him. Police 
responding to the scene found the victim’s 
body in the parking lot. He was then taken 
to the hospital and pronounced dead.

Officers recovered a firearm at the scene 
and charged Green with the three offenses 
– murder, malicious wounding and using a 
firearm to commit a felony. But COVID-19 
shut down his Circuit Court proceedings un-
til early March of this year. During his trial, 
he admitted to killing the Chantilly man but 
said he did so in self-defense. 

Green claimed he shot Leiva Hernandez 
after they fought because he saw a gun 
on the victim’s person and was frightened 
for his life. But the prosecution contended 
Green shot the victim before the fight, as 
soon as he saw Leiva Hernandez’s gun – 
which turned out to be a BB gun.   

Green’s weapon, however, was real, and it 
discharged a fatal bullet. Green’s trial ended 
in a hung jury. But instead of opting for a 
new one, he instead pleaded guilty on April 
28, to the lesser charge of manslaughter, as 
well as to malicious wounding. He returned 
to court last Friday for sentencing before 

Circuit Court Judge David Oblon.
At the outset, Clingan called Osorio Corde-

ro to the stand to describe how her assault 
and her boyfriend’s death have affected her. 
Speaking via a Spanish-language interpret-
er, she said the past four years have been dif-
ficult for her and she’s had many problems.

“I used to do activities with Miguel and 
with my kids,” said Osorio Cordero. “Now I 
don’t go out much; I’m not happy anymore. 
My work is in American kitchens, but I’ve 
lost jobs because I don’t want to go out. 
I’ve been lonely and I feel Miguel’s loss. But 
I look for peace and I ask God to continue 
to give me strength. I’m under the care of a 
doctor. I’m not the same as before – every-
thing has changed.”

Clingan also gave Oblon a victim-impact 
statement written by Leiva Hernandez’s 
brother, and he read it silently.

Public Defender Brian Goodman said 
Green also wrote a statement, saying he con-
stantly remembers that night, and the weight 
of his actions then is “crushing” him. “He 
cried at his trial, describing how he felt be-
cause of what he did,” added Goodman. “And 
he’s accepted responsibility for his actions.”

“This court heard a two-week-plus trial 
with a very attentive jury which deliberated 

an extended amount of time [a week],” said 
Clingan. “It ended in a mistrial [when the 
jury deadlocked], and we recognized retry-
ing this case would be difficult. Mr. Green 
then accepted responsibility for the act that 
caused the loss of a life – albeit it doesn’t 
bring back a person.”

While noting that Green had no criminal 
history until then, Clingan said, “That’s often 
the case in murders. It happened, it shouldn’t 
have happened, and things could have been 
done differently that night. Wrong choices 
were made, and we believe a two years six 
months sentence is appropriate.”

Goodman asked Oblon to accept the plea 
agreement, with a suspended period of in-
carceration, plus probation. “The trial was 
difficult on both the defendant’s and victims’ 
families,” he said. “Green didn’t set out that 
night to hurt people – although that’s what 
he did. 

“This happened over four years ago. Since 
then, he’s been out on bond, on pre-trial su-
pervision, and he’s had no new charges. He’s 
been living quietly and supporting his fami-
ly. He’s also been haunted by what he did – 
and that’s now stitched into every fiber of his 
being and will be with him until the day he 
dies. Incarceration now, after the past four 

years, is just punishment for punishment’s 
sake. We ask for a suspended sentence and 
probation.”

Then Green stood and apologized to both 
victims and their families. “Not a day goes 
by that I don’t regret what I did,” he said.  
“And I’m grateful for the support of my fam-
ily.”

Before pronouncing sentence, the judge 
noted that Green took over his father’s 
cleaning business and has worked in it dai-
ly. He also acknowledged that, with the de-
fendant behind bars, it’ll fall to his family to 
keep it going.

However, said Oblon, “In May 2019, Mr. 
Green assaulted Mayra Osorio Cordero with 
a leaf blower, leaving her with a deep gash 
on her head and bleeding. He then shot and 
killed her boyfriend. The court has read 
many letters in Mr. Green’s support; but the 
crimes he committed are extremely serious. 
The shooting death was the result of a delib-
erate action he took. 

“Nothing the victim did that night justi-
fied his death, nor did anything Ms. Osorio 
Cordero did warrant [Green’s] malicious 
assault on her. Incarceration will serve as a 

From Page 3

Green Sentenced to Prison for Murder

See Green Sentenced, Page 14
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THURSDAYS THRU OCT. 19
Weekly Farmers Markets. Thursdays 

12 p.m. to 7 p.m. At The PARC at 
Tysons, 8508 Leesburg Pike, Ty-
sons.  Celebrate Fairfax, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to building 
community in Fairfax County, is 
excited to announce the launch of 
a weekly farmers market at The 
PARC at Tyson.   The market is run 
by Potomac Farm Market, which 
has over 20 years of experience 
connecting communities to local 
farmers and artisanal food pro-
ducers. Each week, residents can 
expect to find seasonal fruits and 
vegetables, fresh cut flowers, and 
other locally sourced specialties.

 
WEDNESDAYS THROUGH  
SATURDAYS
Tours Aboard Tall Ship Providence 

and Sen. John Warner Maritime 
Heritage Center. 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m.  At Alexandria’s Waterfront 
Park, 1A Prince Street, Alexandria. 
Guests of all ages are recruited into 
the Continental Navy aboard Tall 
Ship Providence with legendary 
Captain John Paul Jones.  Recruits 
are assigned jobs on the ship, learn 
where they will work and live, how 
to load a cannon, etc... Tours con-
clude in the Naval History Theatre 
with a film about the ship.  The 
Heritage center is a floating muse-
um on the Alexandria waterfront. 
Visit https://tallshipprovidence.
org/

 
SEPT 4-10
Fairfax City Restaurant Week. At 

restaurants in Fairfax City.  Some 
30 participating restaurants will 
offer prix fixe menu experiences at 
set prices of $25 for brunch/lunch 
and $40 for dinners. Additionally, 
specialty restaurants offer a Two 
for $10 Deal, providing food lovers 
the opportunity to further explore 
the rich variety and eclectic flavors 
of Fairfax food and drink purvey-
ors.  Fairfax City Restaurant Week 
allows diners to experience flavors 
from Azerbaijan to Vietnam. The 
ever-popular program will feature 
more than 30 participants, includ-
ing Audacious Ale Works, Baku 
Delicious, Bellisimo, Bollywood 
Bistro, Cameron’s Chocolates, 
Capital Ale House, Coyote Grill and 
Cantina, Curry Mantra, Draper’s 
Steak and Seafood, Dolce Vita, El 
Pollo Rico, Hamrock’s, Jas & Fam 
Caribbean Flavor, Kims Pho Kitch-
en + Bar, Marco’s Pizza, Marumen, 
Meokja Meokja, Merkado Mexican 
Grill and Bar, Ned’s New England 
Deck, Old Dominion Pizza Compa-
ny, ONE Bar and Grill, Ornery Beer 
Company, Patriots Pub and Grill, PJ 
Skidoos, Red Hot and Blue, Roots 
Natural Kitchen, The Auld She-
been, The Wine House, and Vivi 
Bubble Tea. Visit fairfaxcityrestau-
rantweek.com.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 6
“How to Sort Fact From Fiction 

Online” Talk by AARP’s Larry 
Lipman, 10 a.m. 6507 Columbia 
Pike, Annandale. Free, refresh-
ments. Sponsored by NARFE 1159. 
Also available by ZOOM; contact 
doujones500verizon.net by Sept. 4 

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 6
Interfaith Forum for Survivor 

Support.  Reston Community 
Center, Hunter Woods Room, 
2310 Colts Neck Road, Reston. A 
safe space for sharing how child 
sexual abuse can affect survivors 
and learning how you can support 
them.  Questions? Email Angie at 

2020victimssurvivors@gmail.com.  
Join if you… Are a survivor. Are 
a supporter of a survivor. Want to 
learn how to support survivors.

SEPT. 7-10
Tysons Library Quarterly Book & 

Media Sale. At Tysons Pimmit Re-
gional Library, 7584 Leesburg Pike, 
Falls Church.

Thursday, 7 September, 10 a.m. - 5 
p.m.

Friday, 8 September, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday, 9 September, 10 a.m. - 5 

p.m.
Sunday, 10 September, 10 a.m. - 5 

p.m.:  Bag sale. $10 for a full gro-
cery sack or half price if less

Large selection of books and media 
for all ages and interests. Email:  
tysonslibraryfriends@gmail.com. 
Call 703-338-3307 for additional 
information

THURSDAY/SEPT. 7
American Red Cross Blood Drive. 9 

a.m. to 3 p.m. At McLean Commu-
nity Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., 
McLean.  It is urgent for donors of 
all ethnicities to support patients 
in need! Join us and support the 
community with your lifesaving 
blood donation. All donors will 
receive t-shirts and e certificates to 
Sports Cuts. For an appointment, 
visit www.redcrossblood.org and 
enter sponsor word: HEARTOF-
GOLD or call 1-800-RED CROSS 
(1-800-733-2767).

FRIDAY/SEPT. 8
Snack & Paint Night. 7-9 p.m. At the 

Old Firehouse Center, McLean. 
$15/$10 MCC district residents. 
Preregistration is recommended. 
Whether you are a beginner or an 
expert, love snacks or just want 
to get your hands dirty with some 
paint, come on down to the Old 
Firehouse Center for Snack & Paint 
Night. Led by a professional art 
teacher, families will create their 
own masterpieces while having 
tons of fun. All materials and 
snacks are included in the fee.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 9
Robinson Secondary Tag Day. Tag 

Day is the biggest fundraiser of the 
year where all high school band 
and orchestra students canvass the 

entire attendance area to knock on 
doors and ask for donations. Res-
idents should consider removing 
their “no soliciting” signs for the 
morning -- students are instructed 
to not knock on the door if there 
is a “no soliciting” sign -- and keep 
an eye out for members of the or-
chestra in their Robinson Orchestra 
polo shirts and all members of the 
Robinson Marching Rams in their 
full uniforms.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 9
Dog Daze Returns. 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

At The Water Mine, 1400 Lake 
Fairfax Drive, Reston.  Join Fairfax 
County Park Authority for a howl-
ing good time at the annual Dog 
Daze event at The Water Mine.  
Experience the joy of watching 
dogs swim and have an all-around 
good time. The popular event once 
again features a canine resource 
fair, so you can visit pet-related 
vendors and learn more about fun 
opportunities for dogs around the 
county.

For the safety of the dogs and owners, 
please observe the following rules:

All dogs must be current on vaccina-
tions.

All dog handlers must be 18 years 
or older and supervise dogs at all 
times.

No female dogs in heat or puppies 
younger than 3 months old.

Aggressive or unruly dogs are not 
permitted.

Owners are responsible for cleaning 
up after their dogs.

Dogs swim at owners’ risk.
Humans are not permitted in the pool.
Entry costs $10 per dog. All proceeds 

go to benefit parks through the 
Fairfax County Park Foundation.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 9
Community Dental Day. 8 a.m. to 

4 p.m. At Virginia Smiles, 2553 
Chain Bridge Road, Vienna. 
Vienna Smiles, a leading dental 
care provider in Vienna, is proud 
to announce its upcoming event 
- “Community Dental Day” an 
initiative aimed at promoting oral 
health and providing much-needed 
dental care to the local communi-
ty.  Community Dental Day event 
will provide an array of compli-
mentary dental services, including 
cleanings, examinations, X-rays, 
and consultations. The experienced 
team of dental professionals will 
be on hand to address various oral 
health concerns and offer person-
alized guidance on maintaining a 
healthy smile. This event is open 
adults, and no appointments are 
necessary.  Visit https://www.

viennasmilesva.com or call 703-
938-0212.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 9
Memorial Benefit Concert. 2 p.m. 

At Aldersgate United Methodist 
Church, 1301 Collingwood Road, 
Alexandria. Benefitting United 
Community and in memory of Phil 
Bolin, come to a Memorial Ben-
efit Concert/Recital. Join in this 
enchanting performance honoring 
the memory of Phil Bolin featuring 
mezzo-soprano, Caroline Niel-
son, and pianist, Eddie Rothmel. 
Tickets are $20 for adults and $10 
for students.  All ticket purchases 
are non-refundable and will be 
donated to support United Com-
munity. Visit unitedcommunity.org/
concerts.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 10
Grand Piano Celebration 2023. 10 

a.m. to 3 p.m. At GMU Center for 
the Arts, Fairfax. Join in the spec-
tacular opening of the 2023 Fall 
Concert season with A Grand Piano 
Celebration. This concert honors 
Mason’s All-Steinway School. Out-
standing student and faculty artists 
of the Reva and Sid Dewberry 
Family School of Music at George 
Mason University will be on stage 
to display their marvelous talents. 

FUNDAY MONDAY
“Funday Monday is open to children 

of all ages, however is best suit-
ed for the preschool set! Funday 
Monday runs from 10:30 a.m. to 
11:15 a.m. and — unless otherwise 
noted — is held at Old Town Hall, 
3999 University Drive, Fairfax. 
There are plenty of free parking 
lots/garages in Old Town Fairfax.  
Stroller access is available at the 
side entrance Old Town Hall facing 
Route 236/Main Street. For more 
information visit www.fairfaxva.
gov/government/parks-recreation/
cultural-arts.”

SCHEDULE
Sept. 11 -- Music Together Sing and 

Groove
Sept. 18 -- My Gym
Sept. 25 -- Music w/Marsha (Of the 

Positrons)
Oct. 2 -- Irish Dance w/McGrath 

Morgan
Oct. 9 -- No Program
Oct. 16 -- Music together Sing and 

Groove
Oct. 23 -- My Gym
Oct. 30 -- Kids Nature Puppet Show 

“Creepy Creatures”
Nov 6 -- Miss Mollie’s Musical Fun
Nov. 13 -- No Program
Nov. 20 -- My Gym
Nov. 27 -- Drew Blue Shoes Magic
Dec. 4 -- Music Together Sing and 

Groove
Dec. 11 -- My Gym
Dec. 18 -- TBD

9-11 REMEMBRANCE  
CEREMONY 
Great Falls Freedom Memorial. 

On Monday, Sept. 11, at 7 p.m., 
the annual 9-11 Remembrance 
Ceremony will be held at the Great 
Falls Freedom Memorial to honor 
the six residents of Great Falls and 
all others who lost their lives and 
suffered in the attacks and their 
aftermath. The event will feature 
patriotic songs, a Boy Scout color 
guard, a keynote speech by Great 
Falls native Vitale Christy, and a 
candlelight vigil. The Freedom Me-
morial is located behind the Great 
Falls Library at 9830 Georgetown 
Pike. Updates to the schedule will 
be posted at www.gffreedom.org.

Entertainment

The 9-11 Remembrance Ceremony takes place on Monday, Sept. 11, 
2023 at the Great Falls Freedom Memorial in Great Falls.

The Burke Centre Festival will take place Sept. 9-10 in at 6060 Burke Centre Parkway in Burke.
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Quality Assurance Engineer (REQ 
# R255) sought by  Transaction 
Network Services, Inc. in Res-
ton, VA. Develop & execute test 
strategies for proprietary product 
development. Req’s BS in Engg, 
Comp Sci, or related + 5 yrs exp. 
May work remotely. Salary Range: 
$139K-$149K. Mail CV/CL to 
Transaction Network Services, Inc 
Shelley Carver, 10740 Parkridge 
Boulevard, Suite 100, Reston, VA 
20191. Must reference title/Req #.

Employment deterrence to others in the com-
munity [warning them not to com-
mit similar crimes] and as serious 
punishment for a wrong act. In 
this case, the plea-agreement cap 
seems very low, but the court will 
accept it.”

For the manslaughter charge, Ob-
lon sentenced Green to 10 years in 
prison, suspending seven years, six 
months. For malicious wounding, he 
gave Green five years, suspending 
all but two years, six months. The 
judge then ran the sentences concur-
rently, leaving Green with a total of 
two years, six months to serve. Ob-
lon also placed him on three years’ 
supervised probation, upon his re-
lease, and Clingan dropped the use 
of a firearm charge.  

Afterward, outside the court-
room, Clingan told the victims’ 
families, “We did everything we 
could – and, ultimately, he’ll pay a 
price for what he did. We got a rea-
sonable result. I wish you and your 
families as best a recovery from 
this tragedy as possible.”

Then Leiva Hernandez’s niece, 
Mayra Bonilla, agreed to share 
some of her thoughts with the 
Connection. “He was my uncle, 
but we grew up very close in El 
Salvador,” she said. “My brothers 
and I were all close to him. He was 
a happy person who liked to hunt 
and fish, and he was a good uncle 
and brother.”

At the time of the incidents, Bo-
nilla was working for a catering 
company in Chantilly. “Around 
1:40 a.m., I saw police rushing 
somewhere,” she said. “And my 
co-workers arriving at 4 a.m. told 
me someone had died. I never 
thought it was my uncle. My phone 
was ringing, but I couldn’t answer 
it because I was busy working.

“Around 10 a.m., my family 
members told me. I was really sad, 
and we were all angry; and we saw 
Mayra’s injuries. Now my mom 
and brothers are wary when they 
go out, afraid something could 
happen. I stay at home now, too. 
You’re not safe outside.”

“We expected [Green] to serve 
more time,” continued Bonilla. 
“We’re not really happy about that, 
but what can we do? We just have 
to accept what the judge decided 
and hope we can find peace.”

When Green’s sentencing was 
finished and bailiffs handcuffed 
him to lead him out of the court-
room to jail, one of his family 
members burst into tears and cried 
loudly. Nonetheless, said Bonilla, 
the punishment Green received 
“wasn’t enough justice. At least his 
family still has hope that he’ll be 
out one day, and they’ll be able to 
share special moments with him, 
but we cannot do the same. He’s 
still here, but my uncle will be 
gone forever.”

From Page 12

Green Sentenced 
for Murder
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Connection Newspapers.... Alexandria Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette, Centre View, Potomac Almanac
1606 King Street • Alexandria, VA • 703-778-9431

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to 
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout 
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Poto-
mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media. 
Now we need help again in 2022.

Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great-
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year’s 
financial support from readers and supporters like you 
bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, 
and both made our survival possible. We now await a 
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru-
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we 
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal time 
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.

Please, help save these historical papers.

All gifts will be used to fund our printed newspapers and 
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient 
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. 

The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news-
papers across the country, and our newspapers con-
tinue to be at risk. 
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust-
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria 
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con-

nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.

The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in 
turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these 
local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to 
residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
ward into 2022.

The pandemic has been a bear, financially and otherwise. 
Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us 
throughout, and many more have done what they can. In 
the fall of 2021 we saw the return of some advertising for 
events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the 
horizon in so many ways. Revenue still remains short of 
expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs. 

Connection Newspapers has been offering these local 
newspapers to residents for over 200 years. Countless 
residents have grown up with these papers covering 
significant moments in the lives of family and children, 
news, community events, school activities, and even pic-
tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection 
or historical connection that local papers like Connection 
Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide. 
If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school 
has been featured, you understand the value of local 
community newspapers. 

March 24, 2016Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Newspaper

Newspapers & Online

25 Cents

Gazette Packet
Serving Alexandria for over 200 years • A Connection Newspaper

Alexandria

March 24, 2016

Publishing Since 1784

25 CENTS Newsstand PriceMARCH 23-29, 2016

Centreville ❖ Little Rocky Run

We Need Your Help Again
We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America’s 

oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Through no acknowledgement by me. The 
acknowledgement came from my sister-in-law, 
Vanessa. (The date not exactly unbeknownst to me, 
more like lost in the ether.) July 16th, 2023 was the 
one-year anniversary of the first day my brother 
Richard was admitted (“ambulanced” is more like it) 
to the hospital. The date which is firmly stuck in my 
brain is Dec. 3rd, the date of his death, which some 
of you regular readers are no doubt familiar. And 
likely the subject of a future column – or two, as we 
get closer to the actual date of his semi-unexpected, 
though not totally surprising, death. This column is 
not about dates or acknowledgements, however. It’s 
about a phone call and a story that I was not ready 
to tell, which became increasingly obvious as I stam-
mered and stuttered my way through the call.

The call to which I’m now going to refer was 
a call I made to one of my brother’s nearly 2,000 
clients. As it so happens, I had spoken to this client 
about a year or so ago concerning a Social Security 
issue I was having. Per my brother’s referral, I con-
tacted these clients for advice - as both husband and 
wife previously worked as lawyers for the Social 
Security Administration. I had needed some insight 
on the best way to reconcile a financial discrepancy 
between me and Social Security. These clients were 
helpful, but it was hardly “Casablanca,” in that it 
was not “the beginning of a beautiful friendship.” It 
was simply a one-time request for advice/assessment 
of a situation I was experiencing with Social Security 
about my retirement benefits. The point being: these 
clients and I did not have any kind of relationship.

Recently I had cause – and need, to contact 
these clients about this same Social Security issue 
as before. Still, my call was out of the blue as it 
had been previously when I had initially reached 
out. Their phone rang and the wife picked up the 
receiver and naturally said “Hello.” I said “Hello” as 
well and introduced myself. She knew immediately 
who I was and excitedly asked “How’s your brother? 
I haven’t heard from him in months” (ordinarily he’s 
in very regular contact with his clients). To which I 
responded with a brief exhale, then began muttering 
to myself that she/they don’t know about Richard’s 
death – and now, quite unexpectedly, I had to tell 
this extremely sad tale. I was not prepared for the 
gruesome task at hand: the recounting of my broth-
er’s final few months of life.

The greatest difficulty I have discussing my 
brother’s death is when I get a totally out-of-the-blue 
question about his status/death from someone from 
whom I might not be anticipating such a query. 
(Cheryl, my brother’s Dir. Of Operations had sent 
out a mass email to his clients alerting one and all 
to Richard’s passing – and of course, there was an 
obituary in the Washington Post.) This was that exact 
situation. I tried to compose myself as I slowly began 
the story of Richard’s month’s long hospitalization, 
his cancer, his surgery, his two weeks in a rehab hos-
pital, and finally his return home and ultimate death 
on Dec. 3rd. And as I continued to detail his last few 
months; my voice cracked,  my eyes watered, and 
I began to cry – controllably, all the while sharing 
some of the facts and feelings with these clients. 
Clients of Richard’s who I knew he had known going 
back 25 years. I tried to be as open and honest as 
possible about what had happened to Richard. I 
knew he would expect nothing less from me when 
talking with his clients. It wasn’t easy – for either 
of us. They were shocked and saddened to hear of 
Richard’s death. Apparently, they never received – or 
overlooked, the mass email that Cheryl had sent.

Here I thought I was a big shot; having handled/
assimilated my brother’s death as responsibly and 
maturely as one would hope. But the first time that I 
had to – unexpectedly, answer questions concerning 
his death, the three and half months preceding it and 
the story of how Vanessa found Richard on the floor 
that final morning and then called 911, I crumbled. 
Maybe that’s why I whiffed acknowledging July 16th, 
his initial hospitalization in ICU, and all the sur-
rounding circumstances. It’s still too hard for me. (As 
the old joke says: “When God made him, they broke 
the mold: You should see what they did to the mold 
maker.”) There will never be another like him.

July 16th Has 
Come and GoneFCPS Library Renamed

News

From Page 5

from “an incredibly kind heart.”
School board member Karen Corbett 

Sanders, who seconded the motion, wanted 
to be part of the proclamation, she said, be-
cause of the location the board was about 
to rename. “It is appropriate because Dr. 
Bussey was the most family-centered per-
son” she knew. “And he knew that the key 
to a student’s success was centering the fam-
ilies around that student and ensuring the 

parents and families add the resources nec-
essary to ensure their family’s success and 
their student’s success.”

School Board member Megan McLaugh-
lin, a data enthusiast herself, said that while 
Bussey was incredibly kind and joyful, he was 
also “a very serious and substantive advocate.”

“I couldn’t be more happy and more hon-
ored to get to vote tonight, where we can 
honor him and his tremendous legacy,” Mc-
Laughlin said.

Using the Library
The Dr. Larry Bussey Family & Community Li-

brary is within the division’s Family Resource Cen-
ter. The brick-and-mortar facility offers free we-
binars, confidential consultations, and resources.

The Dr. Larry Bussey 
Family & Community Library

The library includes over 10,000 materials 
and resources to help adults support the suc-
cess of all students, including those with learn-
ing challenges, special needs, and disabilities.

Patrons can visit in person, search the library 
online, and access over 400 E-books using 
a personal computer, tablet, or smartphone. 
Check out up to six books, and keep books for 
as long as three weeks.

Family Resource Center
The center can provide prepackaged mate-

rials on many curated topics ready for use on 
topics such as ADHD, anxiety, bullying, execu-
tive functioning with children and teens, mili-
tary-connected students, motivation, and more.

Call 703-204-3941 or email frc@fcps.edu to 
reserve a pack. Packs can be sent for pickup 
to your child’s school via the division’s inter-

nal ‘pony’ service or picked up at the Family 
Resource Center. The library is open weekdays 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 2334 Gallows Road, 
Room 105 (Door 1), Dunn Loring, VA 22027.

Resources: Hired Tutoring 
and No-Cost Tutoring 

The center also offers the 2023-2024 School 
Year and In-Person Tutor List, updated month-
ly. FCPS says online, it contains the names of 
current FCPS employees who hold a valid and 
current teaching license in Virginia and want 
to tutor after their contracted school day. Fam-
ilies who wish to hire one of these instructors 
should make arrangements directly with the 
tutor. FCPS is not responsible for these ar-
rangements.

Additionally, “Students also have unlimit-
ed access to 24/7, on-demand, online tutor-
ing support services through Tutor.com at no 
cost to families. Students can connect online 
any time, any place, and in most K-12 subjects 
for however long they need. Tutoring may be 
on-demand and/or scheduled at a time con-
venient for the student and/or family. For the 
purposes of safety and security, every tutoring 
session is recorded, and transcripts are avail-
able (up to 6 months) for students, parents and 
FCPS staff to review if needed.”

Riverbend Park’s Virginia Native American Festival is on Saturday, Sept. 16, 2023, 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. It’s one of the highlights of Riverbend Park’s year, pre-register and come and 
enjoy the festivities. The Rappahannock Dancers and Drummers are supported by the 
Friends of Riverbend Park, and Friends of Riverbend Park will have a booth at the fair.
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