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NEWS

Ari Acosta, 4, of Springfield, and her mom fight for
a different future, at the 2023 Northern Virginia’s
Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End Alzheimer’s.

“Every day more of her brain goes away.” Maureen
Kaleigh of Herndon has frontotemporal dementia, a
devastating progressive disease with no cure.

PHOTOS BY MERCIA HOBSON/ THE CONNECTION

Denise Erbe of Fairfax and Shivansh Sharma monitor the
table to distribute the blue flower, a symbol for those
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s and related dementias.

2023 Walk to End Alzheimer’s

Northern Virginia’s Alzheimer’s Association
provides support, help, research and more.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

s the population ages, Alzheimer’s disease

is more prevalent. An estimated 6.7 million

Americans aged 65 and older are living

with Alzheimer’s dementia in 2023; and of
the total U.S. population, about 1 in 9 people, or 10.8
percent, age 65 and older, has Alzheimer’s dementia,
according to Alzheimer’s Association 2023 Alzhei-
mer’s Disease Facts and Figures. Alzheimer’s disease
and related dementias are defined as a loss of cogni-
tive functioning that includes memory loss, reasoning
skills, and the ability to perform simple tasks to the
extent that it significantly impacts the person’s daily
life.

On Sunday, Oct. 22, participants in the 2023 North-
ern Virginia Walk to End Alzheimer’s gathered at
Reston Town Center. Many wore purple, the orga-
nization’s signature color, which combines the calm
stability of blue with the fiery energy of red. Judy Mis-
bin, the local volunteer coordinator, walked up to the
stage wearing her purple tee shirt and addressed the
near-standing-room-only crowd.

“There are now multiple FDA-approved treatments
that can change the course of Alzheimer’s ...and more
potential treatments [are] in the pipeline,” Misbin
said. She added that 150,000 people in Virginia are
living with Alzheimer’s, and 354,000 people serve
as unpaid caregivers. She urged those attending the
walk to visit alz.org to learn more about the disease
and to get involved.

Navigating Alzheimer’s disease and other demen-
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

tias challenges everyone. It begins with fear by those
who are afflicted and might aware they are losing
cognition. Family and friends provide support and ac-
commodations, but they grieve; the person they love
is on a frightening journey, a progression of atrophy
that generally accelerates over the course of the dis-
ease, even with initial intervening treatments. The
progression of the disease may slow down, but it still
progresses. There is still no cure for Alzheimer’s.

There is a pressing need to speak out in favor of
new treatments as well as the requirements and rights
of those impacted by the condition and other demen-
tias. “Dementia is one of the most costly conditions to
society,” Misbin said. According to the Alzheimer’s As-
sociation, in 2023, Alzheimer’s and other dementias
will cost the United States $345 billion. This number
is projected to rise to nearly $1 trillion in 2050.

Nationwide, the Alzheimer’s Association Walk to
End Alzheimer’s is the world’s largest fundraiser for
Alzheimer’s care, support, and research. The event
encourages people of all ages and abilities to take
part in the fight against the disease. According to the
Reston event website, nearly 1,000 people registered
as participants.

They walked with purple flowers in memory of
their loved ones and for all those who have died as
a result of Alzheimer’s and other forms of dementia.
They carried orange flowers to show their support for
the Alzheimer’s Association. They walked with yellow
flowers because they were caregivers for someone
who had Alzheimer’s or dementia, and they wanted

SEE ALZHEIMER'S, PAGE 7

Judy Misbin of Herndon gives remarks.
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Keith Elliott, Challenger,
For Sully Supervisor

Below are his answers to a
questionnaire from The Connection:

Name, community you live in,
and your party affiliation:
Keith Elliott, Chalet Woods, Republican.

Family - spouse, number
of children & grandchildren:
Wife Teer, four children, one grandson.

Highest level of education

and your major field of study:

Started college; went into direct manage-
ment training with hotel company.

Occupation:
Real estate brokerage; property and asso-
ciation management.

Campaign Website:
www.keith4fairfax.com.

Political experience:

None; I was concerned about the issues
facing the county and its residents and de-
cided to step up and do my part to fix them.

Why are you running for Sully
Supervisor, and why do you
believe you’re the best

candidate for this office?

I decided to run for Sully Supervisor be-
cause there was a need for someone to run
against my opponent. I am a lifelong resi-
dent of Fairfax County and I want to see
communities flourish and Fairfax to be a
place that people want to call home.

I think I am the better candidate because
I listen to people first, then understand their
points, and then decide my positions based
on the people’s points. I am not a politician
— just a very concerned citizen like everyone
else, and I will always put the county and
residents’ needs above my interests.

As Albert Einstein was quoted as saying,
“No problem can be solved from the same
level of consciousness that created it.”

What are the highlights

of your platform?

% The current Democratic members on
the Board of Supervisors have a spending
problem. We need to have a panel review the
county expenses and discuss non-essential
expenses that may be removed. It was done
several years ago and should be done now.

¢ Land use is a big issue around Cen-
treville, and we must be smart about how
we are developing these large lots. These
are very dense, wooded areas with a tall tree
canopy, wildlife and streams that serve the
Occoquan watershed. Data centers adjacent
to a housing community and streams are
wrong, and I would not vote for them.

% We need a fully staffed police depart-
ment that is supported and trusted by the
Fairfax County residents.

%  We need to be teaching our future
leaders. Educators should be getting stu-
dents ready for that, and they should have
4 < THE CONNECTION < OCTOBER 25-3I

the skills of
reading and
writing by the
fourth grade.

What issues
are most im-
portant to
you, and how
would you ad-
dress them?

Aside  from
the above, I
would use the
words “generate wealth” for every resident.
Most people generate their wealth through
their homes. We need to help everyone
achieve the goal of home ownership. There
is more pride in owning a home. To begin
with, we need to build communities with
different housing types for everyone to qual-
ify to buy. Additionally, we have to reduce
wasteful spending in the county and reduce
regulations that raise expenses.

Keith Elliott

Where do you stand on

allowing data centers in

the Sully District, and why?

As stated earlier, I want to protect our
housing communities because most people
create their wealth through their homes,
and I am afraid that having so many data
centers will hurt the housing market. Ad-
ditionally, we must look at all the new in-
formation regarding data centers’ impacts
on our environment, the impacts of high-
pitched noises on people and animals, and
data centers not bringing jobs to the area.
There is a place for them in the county, but
they should not be allowed “by right” and
should be in areas not affecting communi-
ties, parks and streams.

What are the most important

issues facing the Sully District?

Land use, housing and safety. We need to
have good land-use policies. Stick with the
Comprehensive Plan or amend it after dis-
cussions with those most affected. We need
housing for everyone, and we need to get
more residents into home ownership. Lastly,
we cannot have a thriving Sully without it
being a place that is safe for raising our fam-
ilies. Crime is rising and it must stop.

What sets you apart

from your opponent?

I think Kathy is a wonderful person and I
thank her for her service. I think she is wrong
in her approach to land use, and she is part of
the issue with raising our taxes every year just
so the county can spend more money. I will lis-
ten to the people most impacted by the land-
use decisions around their communities, I will
fight to keep spending down so our taxes can
be kept flat, and I would phase out the car tax.

Why do you believe Sully
needs a new supervisor?

Well, just look at the above. I think that
See KeITH ELLiOoTT, PAGE 5

. 2023

Kathy Smith,

Incumbent,

For Sully Supervisor

Below are her answers to a
questionnaire from The Connection:

Name, community you live in,

and your party affiliation:

Kathy L. Smith, Poplar Tree Estates, Dem-
ocrat

Family - spouse, number

of children & grandchildren:

Husband Steve, four children & six grand-
children.

Highest level of education
and your major field of study:
BA Elementary education, Sociology.

Occupation:
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.

Campaign Website:
www.kathysmith.org.

Political experience:

Fairfax County School Board, 2002-
2015; Fairfax County Board of Supervisors,
2016-present.

Why are you running for Sully
Supervisor, and why do you
believe you’re the best

candidate for this office?

I am running for reelection for Sully Su-
pervisor because we need someone who
has the experience to serve our community.
I served as PTA president at my children’s
schools, then I was elected and served on
the School Board for 14 years, and I cur-
rently serve on the Board of Supervisors and
Northern Virginia Regional Commission and
the Virginia Association of Counties.

The following organizations have en-
dorsed me: Northern Virginia Assn. of Real-
tors, Nova Building Industry Assn., Firefight-
ers - Local 2068, Virginia Police Benevolent
Assn., Fairfax Education Assn., Service Em-
ployee International Union, Amalgamated
Transit Union, and International Brother-
hood of Electrical Workers.

What are the highlights

of your platform?

Affordable housing, supporting our busi-
nesses, protecting the environment, im-
proved transportation, and pedestrian and
bicycle safety.

What issues are most

important to you, and

how would you address them?

Affordable housing is one of the most
important issues that my constituents con-
sistently raise as a concern for the district.
Many families and individuals are getting
priced out of the area and are having to com-
mute to work. We should be able to have the
choice to live and work in the same location.

My office has been working with local
leaders to increase the availability of afford-
able housing in Fairfax County, with a goal
of achieving 10,000 new units by 2034. The

Board of Super-
visors has also
committed $118
million dollars
in the budget,
over the past
two years, to ad-
dress affordable
housing.

Where do
you stand on
allowing data
centers in the
Sully District, and why?

There is a process to consider land-use
cases and each case is considered separately.
County staff prepares a report that assesses
whether the application meets the Compre-
hensive Plan, Zoning Ordinance and other
requirements. The case then goes to the
Planning Commission, which holds a public
hearing and then makes a recommendation
to the Board of Supervisors.

The Board of Supervisors then holds a pub-
lic hearing to get comments from the commu-
nity. The Board will then make a decision us-
ing the information from the staff report and
the public hearing. This is the process wheth-
er the land-use application is a restaurant,
housing, office building, or other commercial
building such as a data center. Each applicant
has a right to go through the process.

Kathy Smith

What are the most important

issues facing the Sully District?

Housing that is affordable, improved pe-
destrian connections, improved public trans-
portation, and ensuring that our schools stay
fully funded.

What sets you apart

from your opponent?

My experience serving the community.
I have served as PTA president at my chil-
dren’s schools when they were growing up.
I was PTA president at the elementary, mid-
dle- and high-school levels. I also served on
the board of the county PTA. I was on the
school board for 14 years and worked to set
student achievement goals that focused on
academic achievement, essential life skills
and responsibility to the community.

In my work on the Board of Supervisors,
I have focused on affordable housing and
funding the school budget. I serve on the
board of the Northern Virginia Regional
Commission and the Virginia Assn. of Coun-
ties. This work focuses on regional and state
issues that affect Fairfax County.

What’s been your greatest

achievement for the Sully
District since you’ve been in office?
This work is not about greatest achieve-
ments. It is about hearing from CYA that we
don’t have enough gym courts and working
to get a second gym court in the new Sully
Community Center. Knowing that we need
to provide clinic services in Sully and provid-
SEe KATHY SMITH, PAGE 5
wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Kathy Smith

From Pace 4

ing a clinic in the Sully Community Center.
Hearing from advocates from the Centreville
Immigration Forum that we need bus routes
that will bring people to the health clinic
and to Herndon and providing those routes
from Centreville.

Getting Costco to provide a traffic light
at Penrose Place and Lee Road so that peo-
ple could safely leave the shopping center.
Working with our faith communities and
Western Fairfax Christian Ministries to pro-
vide food drives during the pandemic. Pro-
viding financial support to small businesses
during the pandemic so that they could stay
open. Working with developers to provide a
percentage of their new townhouses for sale
at 80 percent of the area median income.
Working with communities on traffic-calm-

Keith Elliott

From Pace 4

each of these previous questions has been
answered in a way that reflects why we need
a change and why I am that person who
could bring trust, faith and confidence to
this Board of Supervisors. Again, look at the
quote from Albert Einstein. We need change!

What else do you want to say
about yourself to your

prospective constituents?

I am a lifelong resident of Fairfax County

ing measures.

What else do you want to say

about yourself to your

prospective constituents?

I am committed to working for you. I have
raised my family here. Before having chil-
dren, I started out as a schoolteacher and
then began a career of public service for 25
years. First as PTA president at Poplar Tree
Elementary School and then as PTA pres-
ident at Rocky Run Middle School and at
Chantilly High School.

I was Chair of the Fairfax County School
Board for three years and am finishing my
second term as Supervisor. My hard work
and dedication have already delivered re-
sults for Sully, and I hope to continue this
work and earn your vote on Nov. 7.

and have been living in Sully District since
1987. 1 am the guy at a backyard barbecue
with neighbors all upset at the 2023 real
estate assessment. That was the moment I
decided to step up.

I am a man of faith, and that is important
because I learned life is not just about me, I
will listen to the people, and I will serve the
residents of the county, not my own inter-
ests. [ had a strong mother and father who
taught me how to love others, serve others
and be a positive influence in other’s lives.

State Farm Insurance
G. STEPHEN DULANEY

IN GREAT FALLS

o StateFarm

AUTOe HOME - LIFE
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There.®

Open Saturdays

Complementary Insurance and Financial Review
Visit www.gstephendulaney.com

731-C WALKER RD.- GREAT FALLS, VA

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Office Bloomington, lllinois

Proud Supporter of Military Appreciation Mondays

Senior Living

Has Arrived

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Call 703-828-9151 to
schedule your personal tour.

We're excited to welcome you to our beautiful new
community, Sunrise of McLean Village. Come tour our
model suites, meet our team, and learn more about the
truly exceptional living experience we provide.

We can’t wait to welcome you home.

« Elegant, contemporary suites in your choice of spacious one-
or two-bedroom floorplans

- Beautifully landscaped outdoor spaces, patios, a walking path,
and Heritage Garden

« Seasonal menus with daily specials crafted by our
in-house culinary team

Visit SunriseMcLeanVillage.com to view
our floor plans and photo gallery.

Assisted Living | Memory Care

1515 Chain Bridge Road
McLean, VA 22101

SUNRISE

SENIOR LIVING

& & & © 2023 Sunrise Senior Living
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Member School Board by District

Dranesville, Hunter Mill, Mason,
Providence & Sully districts.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

n November, Fairfax County voters will
choose 12 school board members to
serve four-year terms starting Jan. 1,
2024. Nineteen candidates are running
for the nine magisterial district seats. There
are also three at-large seats in the Novem-
ber election. Virginia’s School board elec-
tions are nonpartisan, meaning that party
affiliations can not appear on the ballots for
school board candidates. Nevertheless, par-
ties may publicly endorse their candidates.

Candidates were asked to provide a short
bio and share a story of their interaction
with a voter that led them to a commitment
to take action, with a tight word limit. Can-
didate responses are printed in the order
they appear on the ballot.

For information on how and where to
vote, including voting early, see https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/

More than 30,900 Fairfax County vot-
ers have already voted, out of more than
714,000 active voters on the rolls. More
than 680,000 voters have yet to vote.

Dranesville District

Robyn Lady

Robyn Lady, Can-
didate for Member of
School Board, Dranes-
ville District, was an
FCPS counselor for 27
years and began her
work at George C. Mar-
shall, Thomas Jeffer-
son, and McLean High
Schools. She retired as Chantilly High School’s
Director of Student Services after 15 years
of working with counselors to help students
achieve academically, professionally, emotion-
ally, and socially. Lady attended Fairfax Public
Schools and earned a bachelor’s degree in psy-
chology from William & Mary and a master’s
in counselor education from the University of
Virginia. Lady’s mental health services exper-
tise and experience have prepared her to serve
at this most critical time.

Response: A father of two graduates
shared his experience with IEP meetings and
how they were not what he expected. While
aware of the demands on faculty time, he
felt the meetings were too scripted and too
efficient. He wanted a more in-depth discus-
sion of his child’s learning differences, spe-
cific goals, and accommodations. Both chil-
dren are twice-exceptional (2e) students,
an area where we need additional teacher
training. Twice-exceptional students exhib-
it characteristics of gifted students with the
potential for high achievement and show ev-
idence of one or more disabilities as defined
by eligibility criteria. We must encourage
and support 2E students’ access to advanced
academic programming (AAP) in FCPS.

G % THE CONNECTION % OCTOBER 25-3I

Robyn Lady

While we would love to provide collabora-
tive support in honors, AB IB, and DE cours-
es, we do not have the staffing to meet the
demand. An underlying issue that must be
addressed is the teacher shortage and turn-
over, particularly in special education.

If elected, I will advocate for adding a 2e
specialist position in our schools. Another
idea would be to create Strategies for Suc-
cess classes designed explicitly for 2e stu-
dents. We must work with students, parents
and teachers to develop appropriate accom-
modations and better support students with
their advanced coursework. https://www.
robynlady.com

Paul M. Bartkowski

Paul M. Bartkowski,
Candidate for Mem-
ber of School Board,
Dranesville District. I
am a parent of three
children that attend
Fairfax County Public
Schools (although we
are homeschooling
our youngest, a sixth
grader, this year). I am
also a lawyer and have a firm based in Mc-
Lean. I specialize in intellectual property liti-
gation but am also very interested in legal is-
sues related to the school board and schools.
Before becoming a lawyer, I obtained a B.S.
in chemical engineering from Lafayette Col-
lege in Pennsylvania. I believe my math and
science background, legal training, and,
most importantly, my experience as a parent
uniquely qualify me to help the board nav-
igate away from political agendas and right
our course toward academic excellence.

Response: In discussing my campaign
platform of (1) re-focusing on academic
excellence and achievement, (2) removing
political agendas from the curriculum, and
(3) respecting the rights of parents regard-
ing education with an acquaintance from my
kids’ summer swim team, he said he did not
know of those issues. I understood him to be
politely telling me that he disagreed with my
position. But he returned a few days later
and told me he looked into the issues and
agreed 100 percent.

His position on the issues was crystallized
by his disagreement with the School Board’s
move away from admitting students to
Thomas Jefferson based purely on merit and
by the School Board’s clear motivation to
make that move to have fewer Asian-Ameri-
can students at that school.

His passion for that issue and his com-
mon-sense agreement that the school board
should prioritize academic achievement over
its preferred political policies and agendas
re-invigorated me to pursue my campaign
goals with passion and without compromise.
We owe it to the students to do what we can
to allow them to achieve their full academic
potential. https://paulforfcsb.com/

Endorsed by Fairfax County GOP

Paul M.
Bartkowski

. 2023

Hunter Mill District

Harry Randall

Jackson

Harry Randall Jack-
son, Candidate for
Member of School
Board, Hunter Mill
District, earned a
Doctorate in Strategic
Security from Hen-
ley-Putnam University,
a Master of Science
from National Defense University, and a
Master of Arts from the U.S. Naval War Col-
lege, graduating with a degree in general
engineering in 1999. He was the first Black
student from Lancaster County to attend
the U.S. Naval Academy. There, he earned a
Bachelor of Science in General Engineering.

Jackson is a former naval intelligence of-
ficer and the parent of a student at Thom-
as Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology. He has been president of the
school’s Parent-Teacher-Student Association
and held leadership positions with Parents
Defending Education and the Black Student
Fund. Jackson is the first African American to
be named president of the TJPTSA and has
extensive experience in education, program
management, acquisition, and cybersecu-
rity. Jackson has held leadership positions,
including Parents Defending Education, Co-
alition For TJ, and the Black Student Fund.
Dr. Jackson is uniquely qualified to address
racial achievement gaps with solutions that
do not require additional income taxes, pro-
mote education access opportunities, and
leverage public-private partnerships.

Response: A former school board member
raised one issue: child pornography and pe-
dophilia have no place in our school librar-
ies. It is essential to oppose any form of child
exploitation and protect our children from
harm. School libraries are meant to be safe
spaces to learn, explore and grow. Encour-
aging or allowing such materials in school
libraries sends a dangerous message that
the school system tolerates criminal activity,
which is entirely unacceptable.

Therefore, school authorities, parents,
and communities must work together to
ensure that school libraries are free from
content promoting child pornography or pe-
dophilia. Education, awareness, and strict
enforcement of the law are essential tools
in the fight against these abhorrent crimes
and the protection of our children. Restoring
Excellence: Harry Jackson for School Board

Endorsed by Fairfax County GOP

Harry Randall
Jackson

Melanie K. Meren

Melanie K. Meren,
45, Candidate for
Member of School
Board, Hunter Mill
District. I am the
current Hunter Mill
School Board Rep-
resentative (2019-
2023). After earning
my Masters in Public

Melanie K.
Meren

Policy from Duke University in 2002, I be-
gan my dream job at the U.S. Department
of Education when the No Child Left Be-
hind education law began. I worked in the
Office of Elementary and Secondary Educa-
tion, specializing in early childhood literacy
and programs for students served by Title I,
those facing the most disadvantages. Since
then, my career has focused on sustaining
the promise of successful public education
in America.

Response: Strong schools make a strong
community, and I've held a lifelong record
of promoting public education. In my first
term on the Fairfax County school board, I
helped bring about these results: Equitable
Access to Literacy instructional plan; out-
door learning in all schools via $6 million
in state funds; studies about the instruction
of advanced academics, twice-exceptional
(“2e”) learners, and special education; the
2021 National Superintendent of the Year, in
2022; workforce retention via compensation
increases; and policies to support librarians,
promote equity and safety, and mitigate cli-
mate change.

I have the skills to perform the Hunt-
er Mill School Board Member job with in-
tegrity and results. Strong schools make a
strong community. Students, families, staff,
and residents deserve to be represented by
an experienced public servant who ensures
access to opportunities for all students to
fulfill their destinies for success, strength-
ens policy about the use of public resources,
and fosters trust, civility, and respect during
a turbulent time in American democracy.
https://melaniemeren.com/ Endorsed by
Fairfax County Democrats

Mason District

Ricardy Anderson
Ricardy Anderson,
51, Candidate and in-
cumbent for Member
of School Board, Ma-
son District: My edu-
cation career began
nearly 30 years ago
when 1 secured my
first job as an elemen-
tary school teacher. I
have been serving as an educator for over
23 years, both as a teacher and principal at
the elementary and middle school levels and
as a central office administrator. I am a par-
ent of two and the only candidate in the Ma-
son District School Board race with children
attending Fairfax County Public Schools. I
served as Chair of the Fairfax School Board
from July 2020 to July 2021, during one of
the most tumultuous times in our county.
Response: I serve on the school board to
represent the Mason District and elevate
matters of import to its constituency. I have
championed numerous issues directly based
on community advocacy. Establishing recess
for middle school students, adjusting school
boundary zones, supporting the allocation

Ricardy
Anderson

SEe CANDIDATE CONNECTION, PAGE 14
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WALK TO END ALZHEIMER'S Your hometown
roros B Mercin Homson Tre Coxnecrion home & auto team

When you go with State Farme,
you get neighborly service and a
local agent — all for a surprisingly

great rate.
Give me a call and get a quote
today.

Kyle Knight Ins Agcy Inc ) ,

Kyle Knight, Agent Like a good nelghbor,

11736 Bowman Green Drive State Farm is there.

Reston, VA 20190 Individual premiums il vary by customer

All applicants subject to State Farm underwriting requirements.

ACROSS FROM RESTON TOWN CTR
WWW.KYLEKNIGHT.ORG
703-435-2300

4 )
BOOKS, RELICS & MEMORABILIA SHOW
Saturday, November 4,10:00 - 4:00
U.S. Rep. Gerry Connolly (VA- “We walk to ensure that precious memories are remembered by Arlington-Fairfax Elks Lodge, Rt. 50, Fairfax, VA
11) tells of how his family lost all. Looking forward to a world without Alzheimer’s.” The Derrick
their matriarch to Alzheimer’s. family, Kelly, Jocelyn, 5, Jane, and James, 11. Admission $ 5 Per Person
From Pace 3
, . Vendors Welcome
to raise awareness for caregivers
who work tirelessly and are often
unpaid. They walked with blue 703-389-1505 / 703-785-5294
flowers because they themselves \_ Yy,

have dementia.

As of Oct. 22, the 2023 Walk to
End Alzheimer’s in Northern Vir-
ginia raised $250,980, 88 percent
of their goal of $285,000, through * Reston

——— ASSOCIATION
Together we make Reston great

the support of 957 participants
in 174 teams. The fundraiser re-
mains open until the end of the
year. Visit https://act.alz.org/site/ P U B L I c B U DG ET H EA RI N G
TR?sid=23932&type=fr_infor-
mational&pg=informational&fr
id=16450 for more information.
While there was no registration

fee for the Reston walk, all partic- This meeting will be held virtually.
ipants were encouraged to raise H H

critical funds that allow the Alzhei- Please use the |nf0rmat|0n below to
mer’s Association to provide 24/7 join via Zoom.

care and support as well as advance
research toward methods of pre-

vention, treatment, and, eventually, Monday, Nov. 6, 2023, 6:00 p-m.
cure. A white flower represents this . .

goal of a cure. No one has yet to 2023 Northern Virginia’s Alzheimer’s Association Walk to End Alz- Join Zoom Meetmg:

walk with a white flower. heimer’s, Reston Town Center http;//bit. Iy/3thsz

Meeting ID: 826 7870 5604
Passcode: 705683

IT'S TlME FOR Fcps Reston Association members are
To CHANGE DIRECTION ! encouraged to provide comments

e FCPS SAT Scores Dropped 27 Points Since 2018 on the association’s 2024 Capital
® FCPS SOL Scores Dropped 16% Since 2018 and Operating budgets at this public
e FCPS Budget Increased 3x Since 2000 hearing. View budget materials

— Ei'i'ﬂEl at Reston.org.

Learn more about FCPA at
www.FairfaxParents.org

R

SCAN ME!
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Vienna Town Council

By MERCIA HOBSON
CONNECTION NEWSPAPERS

even candidates are running for six

seats on the Vienna Town Coun-

cil. Early voting is underway, and

final Election Day is Tuesday, Nowv.
7, 2023. Three of the seven candidates are
incumbents: Chuck Anderson, Howard J.
Springsteen and Ray Brill. Mayor Linda Col-
bert is running unopposed. All candidates
run as Independents.

Candidates were asked to provide a short
bio and share a story of their interaction
with a residen that led them to a commit-
ment to take action, with a tight word limit.
Candidate responses are printed in the order
they appear on the ballot. For information
on how and where to vote, see https://www.
fairfaxcounty.gov/elections/

Howard J.
Springsteen

Howard J. Spring-
steen, Candidate for
Vienna Town Council.
It has been a great
honor and privilege
to have served on the
Vienna Town Council
since 2009 and twice
as Vice Mayor Pro-
tem for two one-year terms. I am running
for re-election because I want to continue to
contribute and make a difference in Vienna.

My voting record, common-sense ap-
proach, and responsiveness to our local
government and citizen concerns speak to
my passion and commitment to the Town
Council and Vienna. I ask for your vote to
continue to serve.

My wife and I have lived in Vienna since
1997, where we have raised our two chil-
dren. Both are proud graduates of VA Tech.
I served for two years as a Peace Corps vol-
unteer in Liberia, West Africa, which focused
my public service for the next 40 years. I
have a strong and active history of commu-
nity service and involvement in the Town of
Vienna and the surrounding area in civic,
school, church, and community organiza-
tions.

As a homeowner and long-time Vienna
resident, I understand the need to balance
the requirements of providing key services
and activities while avoiding overburdening
our residents with higher taxes.

Response: “Scenario for the Town of Vien-
na” Here is a real-life issue that has occurred
in Vienna and received much media cover-
age. Vienna faced major pickleball challeng-
es in one park in the NE section of Vienna
earlier this year, from tennis players who
were losing court time, pickleball players
who wanted more court time, and residents
of homes near tennis pickleball courts with
concerns about noise and parking.

When this started, I was very skeptical, as
I could not see how pickleball made much
noise or created parking issues. However,
my perspective changed after receiving nu-
merous email complaints, visiting the pickle-

Howard J.
Springsteen
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ball courts where this occurred, and talking
to the residents. I was invited into the res-
idents’ homes to experience the noise and
parking issues, and it was apparent they had
some valid complaints.

I, therefore, changed my position, and the
council began working with the pickleball
community and nearby residents to come
up with a fair compromise folks could live
with. This compromise has worked for five
months, and the council agreed at the end of
September, with staff recommendations, to
continue this current arrangement through
the end of the year. Howard Springsteen for
Vienna

Charles “Chuck”

Anderson

Charles “Chuck” An-
derson, Candidate for
Vienna Town Council,
and his wife, Laura,
have lived in Vienna
since 1997. He has
served on the Plan- Charles “Chuck”
ning Commission (in- Anderson
cluding two years as chair), the Windover
Heights Board of Review, the Malcolm-Win-
dover Heights Civic Association, and the Vi-
enna Town Council for the past three years.
He is the principal and co-founder of Capital
Trade, Inc., a world-renowned international
trade and economics consulting firm. Pri-
or community service includes Boy Scouts,
church teachers, elders, deacons, and the
head chef of Welcome Table, a community
meal initiative. Chuck graduated from Wil-
liams College (BA in history and political
science) and Oxford University (MA in phi-
losophy, politics, and economics).

Response: Vienna is rewriting its town
code, including allowing upper-story resi-
dential along Maple Avenue. I have support-
ed high-quality, smart housing and trans-
portation in Vienna for years. A few weeks
ago, I voted against allowing upper-story
residential on the ends of Maple Avenue as
a permitted use, instead making it a condi-
tional use. After the meeting, a constituent,
Sam Ressin, contacted me to ask why I voted
against more affordable housing. I changed
my vote at a subsequent council meeting af-
ter speaking with him and hearing the Chair
of the Vienna Planning Commission make
an eloquent case for this vote. If re-elected,
I will continue to look for more affordable
housing opportunities. For more informa-
tion, visit chuckforvienna.com.

Roy J. Baldwin

Roy J. Baldwin, Can-
didate for Vienna Town
Council, is chairman
of the Town of Vienna
Board of Architectur-
al Review, principal
at The Baldwin Law
Firm, LLC in Oakton,
and town homeown-
er since 1980. He is a
Scoutmaster, a Vienna Business Association
member, and a PTA board member. Baldwin

Roy J. Baldwin

. 2023

received the Martindale-Hubbell 45-Year
Service and Client Distinction Award and
the 9/11 Volunteer Award from the Ameri-
can Bar Association.

I will ensure that we have the right-sized
development along Maple Avenue and
Church Street that does not sacrifice the
rights of those living near the new develop-
ments or those driving through town. I will
not be influenced by any special interest or
developer.

I will be an outspoken advocate for pre-
serving the thousands of glorious trees on
town property and private property. I will
press for passage of the proposed tree pres-
ervation ordinance that will require devel-
opers to do all that is necessary to preserve
signature trees from demolition.

I will use every resource available to elim-
inate the vacant lot eyesore that used to be
the Vienna Wolf Trap Motel that we’ve had to
put up with for two years. And I will ensure
that our dedicated first responders — police,
fire, and EMS — will come to work every
day proud of how our town treats them, in-
cluding top-ranked pay and benefits.

Response: I sat in the audience at the re-
cent Town Council meeting. The council was
considering adopting a contract to extend
the sidewalk along three blocks of Beulah
Road, which wasn’t done when the road was
overhauled a decade ago. The design pro-
posed by the contractor would have required
removing about a dozen mature trees, some
of which were very large and beautiful.

A woman was seated in front of me, and
I remembered her from a previous public
hearing at which she identified herself as a
homeowner who would lose some of those
trees from her property. I witnessed her testi-
mony at that hearing. She advocated fiercely
and eloquently for these beautiful trees.

No public testimony was allowed at the
most recent hearing, so she could only sit in
anguish as the contract was approved with
only two dissenting votes. If I am elected to
the town council, I will remember her deep
personal attachment to these trees. I will
seek to rally the other councilmembers to
approve measures to protect our trees, such
as the proposed tree ordinance that will
come up for a public hearing in a few weeks.
Roy Baldwin for Vienna Town Council

Jessica H. Ramakis

Jessica H. Ramakis,
Candidate for Vienna
Town Council. My hus-
band and I have lived
in Vienna since 2010.

Our two children
attend elementary
school in Vienna and Jessica H.
are active in sports. I Ramakis

also run with Moms
Run This Town, go to class at Orangetheory
Fitness, and enjoy reading.

I serve on the Planning Commission for
the Town and have 20 years of public ser-
vice experience as a civil servant focused on
education policy. I have a collaborative and
learning-focused approach to public service
and am enthusiastic about hearing varied

perspectives to foster creativity and part-
nership. This passion for engagement and
a focus on results led me to run for town
council.

Response: I currently serve on the town’s
planning commission, and the Town of Vi-
enna has been considering updates to the
zoning code. An important part of the pro-
cess is hearing from community members
through public hearings. At one of the hear-
ings, a community member shared his chal-
lenges in seeking good housing options as he
launched his career.

This issue will be important to consider as
we look to the future. It will involve seeing
and taking opportunities to do more to ex-
pand housing options while also bearing in
mind other issues that residents care about,
including reducing traffic congestion and
making the town more walkable and bicy-
cle-friendly.

Weighing these different considerations in
a way that is based on listening to different
perspectives and high-quality research will
be important. I look forward to engaging in
that effort with the community, including
with fellow members of the Town Council if
I am elected. https://ramakis.com/

Sandra Allen

Sandra Allen (50+)
Candidate for Vien-
na Town Council. My
mother brought us to
the United States from
Bolivia for a better life,
and we left behind a
system of corruption
where wealthy and
well-connected  peo-
ple prospered. Now, we are facing similar
conditions in the US. Similar conditions of
discrimination existed in Bolivia against the
poor and indigenous population. We need
to be honest and acknowledge that racism
exists worldwide. It is not just a US problem.

I have two children now; they are adults.
I am in a biracial marriage and a multi-gen-
eration household. I grew up in diverse com-
munities in the US. My friends were from
all over the world: Iran, Japan, Nepal, India,
Vietnam, Salvador, Argentina, Ecuador, Af-
rican Americans, and Caucasian Americans.
We had the same goal; we wanted the Amer-
ican Dream, which is now uncertain for this
young generation of Americans.

Allen served on the Adahi Neighborhood
Watch Program, provided information to
former mayor Laurie DiRocco on issues such
as multimodal transportation, UN youth and
women empowerment, and Latino voters at
risk, and brought awareness to equal edu-
cation for Hispanic students. Allen supports
Hispanic and other students in participating
in after-school activities.

Response: I would always consider some-
one’s urgency in seeking legal action. It is
the American way of seeking justice and
improving lives, especially now that men-
tal health issues and educational failures
are present in our society. We should expect
council members to come together to help

SEe CANDIDATE CONNECTION, PAGE 9

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Sandra Allen



VIENNA TowN COUNCIL

From PAGE 8

solve failures and see lasting changes.

Vienna is divided on how to address is-
sues afflicting this community. We need to
find middle-ground solutions. Residents are
tired of the unending development in our
family-oriented community. We should want
all residents to feel welcome and happy to
live in Vienna.

We recently had new leadership, yet we
have not seen improvements in our con-
cerns. We should focus on a balanced, equal
representation. Until now, the focus of local
government has been to cater to a wealthy
lifestyle, which must change.

My concern is with the representation on
committees — the length of time they serve
and the lack of diversity. I would like to see
term limits implemented and more diverse
community members added to our local
committees. This can help bring diverse
ideas to our diverse issues. These commit-
tees make decisions yet are unaccountable,
so “conversation must begin.”

I believe in being kind and respectful to
all people. We are a small community of
16,000 residents of all ethnicities and so-
cio-economic backgrounds. The elected
officials should be honest and direct and
know residents firsthand, without politi-
cal party support or donations influencing
policies and decisions that won’t benefit
the town residents. www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=100093073237445&mibex-
tid=LQQJ4d

Ray S. Brill Jr.

Ray S. Brill Jr., Can-
didate for Vienna Town
Council. I led two
companies, chaired a
Salvation Army chap-
ter home for homeless
women in DC, and was
the founding Scout-
master of Troop 345
Vienna. I volunteered
at the Lamb Center, led Wounded Warriors
outreach at Walter Reed National Military
Hospital, and served on the House of Rep-
resentatives Science and Technology Com-
mittee staff. I was also a pastor at Vienna
Wesley UMC.

After graduating from the Air Force Acad-
emy, I served as a pilot. I earned a Master
of Business from UCLA, a law degree from
the University of Florida, and a Master of
Divinity from the VA Theological Seminary.
My family, wife, and I have lived here since
2005.

Response: Tree City USA has designated
Vienna a Tree City for more than 15 con-
secutive years. We often think of trees as
nice to have but not essential. My interac-
tion with three concerned Vienna citizens
has changed my thinking. A Virginia Urban
Tree Canopy Assessment Report, prepared
by Davey Resource Group, Inc., in October

Ray S. Brill Jr.
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2022, calculated the annual benefits Vienna
receives from its tree cover are approximate-
ly $4.3 million. The report states that trees
provide “significant environmental, health,
safety, and economic benefits.” The report
estimates the loss of 500 mature trees per
year due to the teardown of older homes and
the building of new homes. Stated another
way, Vienna’s tree canopy has decreased by
13% from 2011 to 2021, or approximately
163 acres.

These three concerned citizens have
changed my perspective and thinking. That
trend is not acceptable. We can no longer ig-
nore this continuing loss and must take spe-
cific steps to preserve and rebuild our tree
canopy wherever possible. As a result, I have
become a strong advocate for revising our
current tree ordinance, and I am pleased to
note that the Town Council should complete
the revision this year.

Shelley M.

Mountjoy

Shelley M. Mount-
joy, Candidate for Vi-
enna Town Council. I
grew up in the Town of
Vienna. For almost my
entire adult life, I have
used a wheelchair for
mobility due to injuries
sustained as a passenger in a motor vehicle
collision. I was a college professor in infor-
mation technology, and I am raising my five-
year-old daughter in my childhood home.

Response: As a young adul, I first attend-
ed a Board of Supervisors meeting for a per-
sonal concern; I couldn’t miss the presence
of another vocal group that had attended for
a different matter impacting their neighbor-
hood.

While listening to them, it was hard not
to feel like we were on the same team. Sure,
I wouldn’t be directly impacted, but their
words expressed shared interests. Curious,
I kept showing up and noticed a recurring
theme: neighbors come out when a change
comes to their backyard and then fade into
the background after the vote. Soon after,
voices from the adjacent neighborhood in a
comparable situation take their place.

When we only speak up for matters that
affect our home, not those down the road,
shared goals are overlooked. Unsurprising-
ly, the response I have seen from leaders is
primarily focused on managing each sepa-
rate unrest (occasionally even blaming their
constituents for not always being involved)
rather than evaluating the larger misalign-
ment in the future vision. Yet most citizens
can’t be fully informed and consistently par-
ticipate.

I would like to listen beyond the current
item on the agenda and find ways to quan-
tify constituent feedback to identify themes
for action. Shelley Mountjoy for Vienna
Town Council.

Shelley M.
Mountjoy
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SPORTS

The Madison Warhawks and South Lakes Seahawks gather at midfield for the coin toss.

Battle of the
Unbeatens

South Lakes carries
on at 8-0.

By WiLL PALENSCAR
THE CONNECTION

he South Lakes Seahawks and Mad-
ison Warhawks faced off on Friday,
Oct. 20 for a battle of unbeatens.
South Lakes was averaging 50
points a game and Madison averaging 30. But
Friday night would be far lower scoring.
In the 1st quarter Dillon Benyo kicked a
25 yard field goal with 2:15 to play to give
South Lakes a 3-0 advantage.

In the 2nd quarter Madison would take the
lead 7-3 with 5:29 to play before halftime
when Dominic Knicely ran in from 35 yards.

South Lakes’ Isaac Copeland would capi-
talize with 8:12 to play in the 3rd quarter to
give the Seahawks a 9-7 advantage after a
missed extra point.

Later in the 4th, Dillon Benyo would kick
his second field goal from about 25 yards
out to give South Lakes a 12-7 advantage.
But Madison would threaten late and a 4th-
down-and-10 pass in the end zone with 1:40
to play fell incomplete. South Lakes would
run out the clock to close the game at 12-7.

Madison (7-1) (2-1) will host Oakton on
10-27, and South Lakes (8-0) (3-0) will play
at Centreville.

Caleb Smith #4 blocks a field goal attempt by South Lakes kicker Dillon Benyo.

Cael Yates looks down the field for a
Madison receiver

Cord Yates #5 extends out and catches a pass with a defender from South Lakes close by
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Dominic Knicely #1 is in motion before
Madison #12 QB Cael Yates calls for snap.

Dominic Knicely #1 runs with ball while trying to fight off
South Lakes Jack Schnabel.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Liden Krush #7 is in motion before the Madison QB takes the snap.

South Lakes wide receiver James Zschunke #3 is ready for reverse from teammate
Isaac Copeland #22

Green #99
wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

South Lakes QB Nick Harris is pressured by Madison’s Caden

PHOTOS BY WILL PALENSCAR

Madison QB Cael Yates #12 pitches the ball to brother Cord Yates #5

South Lakes QB Nick Harris #2 looks down the field for a Seahawk receiver

South Lakes QB Nick Harris surveys the field
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District Members, Board of Supervisors

Dranesville, Hunter

Mill, Providence &
Sully Districts.

By MERCIA HOBSON
CONNECTION NEWSPAPERS

he Nov. 7 election includes the
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors. Nine members are elected
by voters in local districts to serve
four-year terms. Twenty-one district candi-
dates are in the race, with seven incumbents.

The Springfield District incumbent is the
sole Republican serving on the Board of Su-
pervisors.

Candidates were asked to provide a short
bio and share a story of their interaction
with a voter that led them to a commitment
to take action, with a tight word limit. Can-
didate responses are printed here in the or-
der they appear on the ballot.

For information on how and where to
vote, see https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
elections/

More than 30,900 Fairfax County vot-
ers have already voted, out of more than
714,000 active voters on the rolls. More
than 680,000 voters have yet to vote.

Dranesville District

Puneet
Ahluwalia (R)

Candidate for Board
of Supervisors, Dranes-
ville District

My wife and I immi-
grated here from dif-
ferent countries more
than 30 years ago. We
sent our three children
to public schools, started and managed sev-
eral successful as well as unsuccessful busi-
nesses, and committed our time to nonprof-
its devoted to religious freedom.

Before coming to America, I worked as
a writer and a journalist, gaining a unique
appreciation for the value of speaking the
truth against self-dealing in public office.
I've seen some of the worst behavior imagin-
able when politicians are left unaccountable
and unchecked. I've also seen the very best
of human nature when leaders put honesty,
decency, and the well-being of those they
serve above themselves.

I'm running because I believe our local
politicians are going down the wrong path.
They've pursued an ideology-based agenda
that sets up a small group of elites to impose
values inconsistent with integrity, truth, and
economic well-being. And they've enriched
themselves with a $2,500 monthly pay raise
while increasing our taxes and failing to per-
form the least of their responsibilities: sup-
porting law enforcement, improving schools,
and addressing our infrastructure needs.

Response: Though I'm a Republican, I was
helping moderate Democrat Ed Nuttal in his

Puneet Ahluwalia
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primary for Commonwealth Attorney. At one
event, a gentleman living within a mile of
the CIA HQ at Langley relates how he wres-
tled an intruder in his home’s living room
while trying to protect his wife and young
daughter. The burglar had broken in by
shattering the glass window in their kitch-
en. Photos after the event showed the room
sacked and bloody.

The intruder was arrested but released
when Ed’s opponent refused to prosecute.
Sadly, this crime victim’s story is no longer
rare. Crime prevention is a problem rife with
social, economic, and cultural implications.
But at the bare minimum, we should expect
the government to act after the fact to ar-
rest, prosecute, and incarcerate those who
harm.

Nearly 300 vacancies exist in Fairfax
County’s police force. Our prosecutors re-
fuse to prosecute. And highly qualified offi-
cers are fleeing Fairfax County for friendlier
jurisdictions. We've failed our people and
left our children and families vulnerable.

www.puneetforfamilies.com

James N. “Jimmy”

Bierman (D)

Candidate for Board
of Supervisors, Dranes-
ville District. I am a
37-year-old  McLean
native and work as an
attorney at the Depart-
ment of Homeland Se-
curity. 'm also a public
servant and community leader. My commit-
ment to public service includes serving as
chair of the Fairfax County Police Civilian
Review Panel, where I worked with individ-
uals and agencies with a variety of perspec-
tives to ensure that our government works
for the people. As past Chair of the Dranes-
ville District Democrats, I also worked across
the district mobilizing volunteers and edu-
cating voters on the issues impacting our
community. I want to protect our progress
and fight for positive change in education,
housing, the environment, public safety,
transportation, and more.

Response: While knocking on doors
in Herndon, a woman lamented that her
daughter, a teacher, can only afford to live
in Fairfax because she lives with her sister,
“and that’s because her sister’'s a doctor.”
From Herndon to McLean, I have heard con-
cerns about our affordable and workforce
housing supply. Whether it’s young individ-
uals worried they can’t ever buy, older cou-
ples worried about staying in their homes,
or families in the middle, how we protect
and expand housing access matters to our
community.

I will take an all-of-the-above approach to
housing affordability. We must leverage op-
portunities, especially with transit-oriented
development, to add housing where we can
also include corresponding infrastructure
support such as renovations to schools, bet-
ter roads and parks.

I want to ensure that we protect our ex-
isting neighborhoods and expand tax relief
programs to help seniors, fixed-income fam-

2023

James N.
Bierman

ilies, and people with disabilities remain
in their existing homes. I am committed
to working with the Redevelopment and
Housing Authority staff on strategic plans to
preserve existing affordable units and build-
ings. I support pilot programs to help teach-
ers, firefighters, police officers, and other
county employees live in the communities
they serve.

I have always believed that in a democra-
cy, a representative, reflective, and respon-
sive government can help solve collective ac-
tion problems and make things a little better
for people every day. I grew up in McLean
and have seen the changes the Dranesville
District has gone through. I want to give
back to the place that helped raise me. I am
proud of our community and want to build
a brighter future for your family and mine,
my wife and son. www.biermanforsupervi-
sor.com

Hunter Mill District

Indira S.
Massey (R)

Indira S. Massey
(R), Candidate for
Member of Board of
Supervisors, = Hunter
Mill District

Indira and her hus-
band, Peter, have lived
in Fairfax County for
three years. Indira
holds a bachelor’s degree in international
economic relations and a master’s in English
translation. As an entrepreneur and writer,
her professional experiences include pub-
lishing and advertising.

As a legal immigrant, I've experienced
firsthand the blessings of individual liberty
and the American Dream. I will work hard
for the people of Hunter Mill and aim to
deliver solutions to Fairfax County that pri-
oritize the values and interests of my con-
stituents.

Response: I believe that law enforcement
officers are the heroes of our local commu-
nity. We should empower these profession-
als to enforce existing laws and protect our
families. Supporting our police goes beyond
funding. We can help law enforcement by
encouraging and restoring trust in our po-
lice officers. We need more police, not less.
I will back incentives for law enforcement
recruitment and work with officials to better
understand how we can strengthen our law
enforcement agencies and their effective-
ness.

I pledge to staunchly oppose any efforts
that seek to increase taxes. I am determined
to block the funding of programs that force
political ideologies on our families and com-
munities. Vigilance and careful spending are
the first steps in keeping indoctrination out
of our institutions and education systems.

I will combat any measures that seek to
further expand the role of government in our
daily lives. I am committed to bringing com-
mon-sense solutions that will benefit all and
placing a check on government overreach. I

Indira S. Massey

am against pay increases for members of the
Board of Supervisors. www.indiraforva.com

Walter L.

Alcorn (D)

Walter L. Alcorn (D)
I am 56, served four
years as Hunter Mill
District supervisor,
and championed com-
munity  engagement
in land use decisions,
affordable  housing,
pedestrian/bicycle safety, fully funding pub-
lic schools, preservation of open space, and
local climate action. I offer voters continued
good government and skilled representation
on the county board.

Response: Late last year, a General Assem-
bly member approached me about the possi-
bility of a casino on the Silver Line. My im-
mediate reaction was negative, but I decided
to investigate further.

I found that property around Silver Line
stations is among the most valuable, if not
the most valuable, real estate in the DMV
(e.g., office rents charged by Boston Prop-
erties in their new buildings by the Reston
Town Center Station). Casinos are usually
placed in economically stressed areas.

I also considered the potential impact on
the community. Last year, the Reston com-
prehensive plan task force recommended
that Reston’s comp plan embrace equity as
a fundamental planning principle, and my
board colleagues ultimately channeled this
idea to be a county-wide policy. Given that
casinos often feed off people with lower in-
comes and marginalized populations, the
casino idea strikes me as inherently at odds
with equity.

If big developer donors somehow get their
way into the General Assembly and autho-
rize a casino on the Silver Line, I will work
to persuade my fellow County residents to
vote against a casino and convince my fel-
low Board members that a Silver Line casino
is truly a dumb idea. https://walteralcorn.
com/

Walter L. Alcorn

Providence District

Brian R.
Murphy (R)

Brian R. Murphy
(R) Candidate Board
of Supervisors, Prov-
idence District. My
professional career is
in real estate finance
and investments. [ was
the Chief Financial Of-
ficer of Triangle Development Company. I
expanded my expertise into the home build-
ing industry’s acquisition, development, and
construction sides to become a general part-
ner in the building and development of my
subdivisions.

I've been a Realtor for over thirty years,
using my experience to help new and move-

Brian R. Murphy
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From Pace 12

up homeowners navigate the ups and downs
of the real estate market while focusing on
raising healthy and happy families.

Response: While canvassing at Oak Marr
Farmers Market, a senior citizen approached
me and expressed concern about her fixed
income and the recent assessment change
on her condominium, threatening her ability
to pay the new tax. Eviction and dissatisfac-
tion with what “they” were doing with all
the money worried her.

This year, the county changed real estate
assessment procedures. They shifted real es-
tate taxes from a property tax to a tax on
unrealized capital gains.

This was done by taking all of last year’s
market sales, calculating a factor based on
capital gains in those sales, and applying
that factor to last year’s assessed value to get
to everyone’s bill this year.

Their justification for the change was a
misinterpretation of the Code that says real
property in Virginia shall be assessed at fair
market value. A property tax is levied based
on the cost to Fairfax County to provide the
goods and services mandated under their
charter from Richmond prorated to your
parcel.

The fair market value clause protects the
little guy from government eminent domain.
The ‘highest and best’ valuation practic-
es ensure fairness for the little guy. It is, at
best, an unhealthy mix of public facility and
a competitive real estate market.

Traditional assessments considered lot
size, improvement value, type of use, zoning
designation, and county budget. Thus, the
assessed value and asking price of a prop-
erty in the real estate market differ greatly.

If elected, I will petition the Attorney Gen-
eral to issue a ‘cease and desist’ writ against
Fairfax County for violating the Dillon Rule,
which requires General Assembly approv-
al before any local government can levy a
new tax. I urge Fairfax County residents to
support Republican district candidates to re-
store a Republican majority on the Board of
Supervisors. www.brianmurphy4supervisor.
com/home

Dalia Palchik (D)
Dalia Palchik (D), running for reelection
for member, Board of Supervisors, Provi-

BULLETIN BOARD

dence District. Palchik,
40, was born in Argen-
tina, moved to Fairfax
County at age six. She
worked in internation-
al microfinance, as a
medical  interpreter,
and as a classroom
world language teach-
er. She is the first Lati-
na to serve on the Fair-
fax County Board of Supervisors and offers
a fresh and thoughtful perspective on issues,
big or small. She looks forward to continuing
the work towards bringing intentional tran-
sit-oriented development to Fairfax, finding
creative ways to increase affordable hous-
ing, and expanding quality and affordable
childcare and early childhood programs.

Response: In early 2021, a resident from a
vulnerable community reached out to my of-
fice about the difficulties they were facing in
receiving financial assistance for public wa-
ter and sewer services. With the well on the
property no longer being a viable source of
water, the family has been struggling to find
an affordable option to access clean water.
After engaging with several county agencies
and learning that there are no ready options
to provide assistance to families needing
access to public water services, I presented
a board matter directing staff to work with
Fairfax Water to explore options to help fam-
ilies like this. Access to clean water is a right
that no family should struggle to achieve. I
am happy to share that we were successful
in helping them get access to public water
and sewer services.

Although this issue relates to one partic-
ular family, we know there are challeng-
es across the county with water or sewer
connections. In order to help address that,
I worked with the county agencies and bud-
get staff to help create a targeted pilot pro-
gram to help address the issues here and for
those in need across the county.

Dalia currently serves as the Chair of the
Health and Human Services Committee and
the Northern Virginia Transportation Com-
mission Chair. Additionally, she serves on
the State Executive Council for Children’s
Services, the Successful Children and Youth
Policy Team, the Council to End Domestic
Violence, the Fairfax Food Council, and the

Dalia Palchik

Northern Virginia Regional Commission.
www.daliaforsupervisor.com

Sully District

Keith S. Elliott (R)

Keith S. Elliott (R)
Candidate Board of Su-
pervisors, Sully District.
I am married and a fa-
ther of four; my oldest
is 36, and my young-
est is 7. I am a lifelong
Fairfax County resident
who grew up in McLean
and moved to Centreville in 1987.

I was at a backyard barbecue with friends,
and we started talking about our taxes. That
following week, I did some research and
found out that no one else was going to run
against Kathy Smith. I decided to step up
and run in this race. I never thought about
entering politics.

My profession has been in real estate
brokerage, property management, and as-
sociation management. I would love to use
my knowledge of that to help residents get
into home ownership and generate wealth
through owning a home.

Finally, I am a man of faith, and I would
always use my two ears to listen, serve the
community, and base all my decisions on
what the majority agrees on.

Response: I entered this race because of
the cost of our real estate property taxes.
When I knocked on doors, many folks also
told me about the car tax cost.

What I discovered was that the Democrats
on the county board have a spending prob-
lem. They look for ways to maximize coun-
ty income through taxation and then find
ways to spend it. I want to address this issue
head-on by assigning a task group to audit
the financials and find items that would be
considered non-essential. From there, we
can review those items and make the hard
decisions as to whether they should be elim-
inated from the budget. The plan would be
to reduce spending to phase out the car tax
and then reduce the real estate tax.

Additionally, there have been whole com-
munities, and many others have contacted
me about land issues. One is a data center

Keith S. Elliott

Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before the event.

that would require the Board to approve
new zoning and variances in height for it to
be approved. This would affect that commu-
nity and our environment because it would
be built too close to the community and
right along Cub Run Stream, which feeds
our Occoquan watershed. I reviewed the
plans and spoke with the folks, and I agree
with them. I would not approve of this data
center. https://keith4fairfax.com/

Kathy L. Smith (D)

Kathy L. Smith (D)
Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors, Sul-
ly District Supervisor
2016-present; serve
on Virginia Association

of Counties Board-
Chair of Education Kathy L. Smith
Committee; former

Fairfax County School

Board-Sully District Rep (2002-2015) and
PTA president at Poplar Tree Elementary,
Rocky Run Middle School and Chantilly
High School; served on Board of Fairfax
County PTA

BA in Elementary Education and Sociol-
ogy

Response: I was approached by an advo-
cate who was helping people without cars
access a health clinic that is located in Res-
ton. The bus ride took over 2 hours because
there wasn’t a direct route. County staff was
reviewing bus routes in the western part of
the county, and I told the advocate about the
process and asked her to share the need with
the staff.

The county was also in the process of fi-
nalizing the plans for the Sully Community
Center, and we were able to add a health
clinic and the Women, Infants, and Chil-
dren’s program. This was an important ad-
dition to the community center because peo-
ple from Sully would not need to travel as
far for health care.

We also opened the 901 bus route, which
goes from the Centreville United Methodist
Church Park and Ride lot to the Herndon
Metro Station when the Silver Line opened.
This route also stops by the Sully Commu-
nity Center. I appreciate the ability to work
with the community. members to solve prob-
lems. www.kathysmith.org

Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.

more about the event, purchase
tickets, and explore sponsorship
opportunities.

THURSDAY/OCT. 26

Dyslexia Open House. 4-6 p.m. At
8270 Willow Oaks Corporate Drive,
Fairfax. FCPS will be holding an
open house to learn more about
the support available to students
with dyslexia.

There will be an opportunity to meet
with a variety of departments in-
cluding the Office of the Ombuds,
Office of School Psychology and
the Office of Special Instruction.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28

National Drug Takeback Day. 10 a.m.
to 2 p.m. At all Fairfax County
Police Stations. Keeping unused,
unwanted, and expired medica-
tions in your home can lead to

is especially important now with
the opioid epidemic continuing to
impact many families throughout
the nation and right here in our
community.

FREE HALLOWEEN WEEKEND

LYFT RIDES

Preparing to combat that time of year
when according to the National
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, nearly half (48%) of U.S. traf-
fic deaths involve drunk drivers,
a local nonprofit organization an-
nounced that free safe rides will be
offered to would-be drunk drivers
throughout the Washington-met-
ropolitan area during this month’s
Halloween celebration. Offered

program will be in operation
beginning at 4 p.m. on Saturday,
October 28th and operate until 4
a.m. on Sunday, October 29th as a
way to keep local roads safe from
impaired drivers during this tradi-
tionally high-risk period. During
this 12-hour period, area residents
ages 21 and older celebrating with
alcohol may download the Lyft
app to their phones then enter the
SoberRide code in the app’s ‘Pay-
ment’ tab (under the Add Lyft Pass’
option) to receive their no-cost (up
to $15) safe transportation home.
WRAP’s 2023 Halloween Sober-
Ride promo code will be posted at
3 p.m. on Saturday, October 28 on
www.SoberRide.com.

accidental poisoning, overdose,
and misuse. Getting rid of medi-
cations that are no longer needed

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

by the nonprofit Washington Re-
gional Alcohol Program (WRAP),
the 2023 Halloween SoberRide

SATURDAY/NOV. 4
2023 Giving Gala and Community
Hero Awards. The CORE Founda-

tion is thrilled to announce details
for the annual Giving Gala and
Community Hero Awards, sched-
uled to take place on November

4, 2023, at the Reston Community
Center. The “Bright Lights” themed
event promises to be an evening
of celebration, recognition, and
philanthropy, honoring individuals
and organizations that have made
outstanding contributions to the
community. The CORE Founda-
tion is a nonprofit organization
based in Reston, Va. dedicated

to making a positive impact on
communities through philanthropy,
education, and outreach programs.
The CORE Foundation Giving

Gala was established in 2018 as a
primary fundraiser for the CORE
Foundation. Visit the event website
at corefoundation.org/giving-ga-
la-community-hero-awards to learn

THE CONNECTION

MCLEAN NEWCOMERS

AND NEIGHBORS
The club was founded in 1969 to

create new friendships, provide
opportunities for socializing and
acquaint residents with the com-
munity. It sponsors many group
activities including: Anything
with food, Armchair Traveler,
Book Club, Bunco, Canasta, Crafty
Ladies, Genealogy, Golf, Let Us
Lunch, Mah Jongg, Mah Jongg NY
Style, Movie Lovers, Museums/
House and Garden Turs, Nature
Walks, Restaurant Critics, Sing for
Fun and Tech Forums. Application
forms may be mailed to: Mem-
bership McLean Newcomers and
Neighbors, PO. Box 6166, McLean,
VA 22106. Visit the website: www.
mcleannewcomers.org.
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From Pace 6

of resources for trauma-informed practices,
and revising the compensation package for
family liaisons are issues on my agenda that
stemmed directly from community demand.

At times, input is provided through struc-
tured opportunities such as community
events or my monthly Mason District Round-
table meetings. Other issues arise from in-
formal avenues such as emails or conver-
sations at an athletic event. The common
thread is that each of these issues is urgent
to its champion, and each deserves and re-
ceives my full attention, resulting in addi-
tional research, data mining, and collabora-
tive discussions with staff and colleagues to
be actualized.

In the upcoming term, I hope to continue
addressing persistent performance gaps and
increasing student access by expanding ad-
vanced academic opportunities in our mid-
dle schools. Another priority is to support ef-
forts to recruit and retain teachers amid the
current teacher shortage crisis through com-
petitive compensation and innovative meth-
ods to decrease teacher workload. https://
ricardyanderson.com/

Kristin E Ball

Kristin E Ball, Can-
didate for Member
of School Board, Ma-
son District. She is a
mother and a former
college professor with
a Ph.D. in communi-
cation from the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma.
Her 27 years of college-level teaching have
given her a unique perspective, as college
students are the reflection of their K-12 ed-
ucation. She has lived in the Mason district
for 11 years, was active in her community
as a bench parent for her son’s little league
team, and is the chair of the Stars & Stripes
NOVA Committee that serves veterans and
first responders.

Response: Every Thursday, I have a table
at the Annandale Farmers Market to meet
with people in the Mason District as I cam-
paign for the school board. A father and his
two children came to talk to me one early
summer morning.

The father told me that his daughter, in
the 6th grade, had been assigned to read
the book The Watsons Go to Birmingham -
1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis. He said his
daughter had nightmares ever since reading
the book. Naturally, he was concerned that
a teacher would assign a book that would
cause such reactions.

I took his concerns to heart but wanted
to investigate for myself. I bought the book
and read it so I could have a more informed
understanding of the book.

Having read the book, I can see some of
his concerns. However, the book depicts the
life of an African-American family in the ear-
ly 1960s. It illustrates what life was like for
them as they lived in Flint, MI, and their visit
to Birmingham, AL.

There are instances of bullying and kids
getting into fistfights. But the story can be
14 % THE CONNECTION <« OCTOBER 25-3I,

Kristin E Ball

helpful if a teacher talks about how those
scenes illustrate the characters’ sense of
family and friendship. It is typically assigned
to 6th-grade students.

This encounter with a voter illustrates my
commitment to hearing the people’s con-
cerns in the Mason District and learning
what I can before making an informed de-
cision.

In this case, I am sorry that the student
had nightmares. I hope her parents can ex-
plain to their daughter how their family in-
teractions are similar and different. When
discussing issues that constituents have with
books, we need to be sure that we are con-
sidering the book’s content, its purpose for
use in the classroom, and its effects on the
child reading it.

Decisions about books should never be
made with a knee-jerk reaction to ban or
keep.

ElectKristinBall.com Endorsed by Fairfax
County GOP

Providence District
Karl V. Frisch

Karl Frisch, candi-
date and incumbent
for  School Board
Providence  District,
a 45-year-old accom-
plished non-prof-
it  executive and
award-winning public
policy expert, who
previously worked for
the Rules Committee in Congress, most re-
cently served as the director of a consumer
protection group that assisted underprivi-
leged Americans who were victims of pred-
atory lenders, dishonest student loan pro-
cessors, and other financial con artists. On
the County School Board, he has delivered
for parents, teachers, and students, champi-
oning efforts to address learning loss, close
achievement and opportunity gaps, attract
and retain world-class educators with in-
creased pay, and ensuring all students have
safe and inclusive schools.

Response: While knocking on doors early
in my 2019 school board campaign, I met a
mother in Mantua who told me how worried
she was about school shootings and how it
seemed our leaders were not doing enough
to address the issue.

As we talked, I became convinced that ev-
ery level of government plays a role in gun
violence prevention. Before leaving, I com-
mitted to her that if I were elected, I would
do everything I could to ensure our school
system aggressively addressed this threat.

Over the past four years, I have worked
hard with my colleagues to keep that prom-
ise. Here are two examples: I co-sponsored
the measure to notify parents annually
about their legal obligation to securely store
their guns, which is important since many
gun owners do not securely store their fire-
arms, and school shooters usually get their
weapons from family members’ homes.

Until 2021, Virginia law did not allow
gun bans at non-instructional school system
2023

Karl V. Frisch

buildings—places like Gatehouse, where no
formal instruction occurs but is filled with
educators and frequented by students and
parents. After the law changed, I sponsored
the policy that successfully extended our
school gun ban to all school system proper-
ties. https://www.karlfrisch.com/

Anthony A. “Tony”

Sabio
Anthony A. “Tony”
Sabio, - Candidate

for Member of School
Board, Providence Dis-
trict. No reply.

Sabio4fairfax.com
Endorsed by Fairfax
County GOP

Sully District

Cynthia L. Walsh

Cynthia L. Walsh,
54, candidate for
Member of School
Board, Sully District,
former Fort Belvoir
FOIA officer, earned
an English literature
degree from Juniata
College. She volun-
teered with The Autism Community in Ac-
tion and wrote “Breaking the Autism Code”
(2017).

Response: My first school board meeting
was a day I will never forget. [ went to pray
for students, parents, and teachers. Instead,
I found a mother urgently asking about the
current school board to remove obscene li-
brary books found in her local school library.

She read those books out loud. The books
contained explicit sexual scenes with full
graphic genitalia, masturbation, and por-
nography, so I was horrified that anyone
would think they were suitable for children.
My reading the books and researching made
the issue urgent.

I propose requiring warning labels for
sexual content, violence, profanity, and rac-
ist, hateful language. Since Fairfax public
schools are very different from one another,
I would do an inventory of which books are
in which library. I would offer a synopsis or
summary of the books in question for par-
ents to decide.

Anthony A.
“Tony” Sabio

Cynthia L. Walsh

It would be very clear to parents to identi-
fy the books because the media has distort-
ed the message about completely different
books. They tell parents that “book banning
week” is about books like To Kill a Mocking-
bird” or “Animal Farm.” These are not the
same books, and the reasons they would be
banned are not what I am talking about.

One book parents object to, not just for the
sexual content but for the violence, is Gender
Queer. Parents think it’s transphobic. Gender
Queer addresses puberty in a violent way.

I also found extremely racist words, pro-
fanity, and violence. Examples of these books
are “Assassination Classroom” and “Beloved.”
The Assassination Classroom is a book about
how to kill a teacher; Beloved used the
N-word 37 times. As I talk to parents, inform-
ing them and correcting the information is
only step one. www.electcynthiawalsh.com
Endorsed by Fairfax County GOP

Seema Dixit

Seema Dixit, Can-
didate for Member of
School Board, Sully
District - 'm eager to
represent you on the
Fairfax County School
Board, Sully District.
My roots in Centreville
date back to 2004, and
I'm the proud mother of two FCPS students.
As a small business owner, I understand the
importance of a strong education system for
our community’s future. My commitment to
education extends beyond the classroom.

I've been deeply involved in our school
community, serving on the executive PTA
boards of Bull Run ES, Rocky Run MS, and
Centreville HS. Additionally, I co-founded
the Women Empowerment Foundation, a
non-profit dedicated to uplifting women and
young girls facing challenging circumstanc-
es like domestic abuse and violence in our
local community.

Response: My campaign centers on eq-
uity, excellence, and student support. Our
children deserve the best resources and op-
portunities to prepare them for success in
the real world. If elected, I will prioritize
expanding comprehensive tutoring services
and collaborating with our community to
enhance STEM programs. Furthermore, I
advocate for improved access to counseling
services to support our students’ mental and
emotional well-being. info@seemadixit.com

Seema Dixit
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ENTERTAINMENT

NOW THRU NOV. 10

Into the Hothouse Exhibit. At
Gillespie Gallery of Art, GMU’s Art
and Design Building, 4515 Patriot
Circle, Fairfax. Mason Exhibitions
presents Into the Hothouse, an
immersive site-specific installation
by Chicago-based artist Aimée
Beaubien. The exhibit is a catego-
ry-defying constellation of dozens
of gathered, printed, and hand-
made works that explore botanical
and environmental subject matter.
Natural forms, technological
interventions, and laborious craft
techniques abound. The gallery is
free and open to the public from
Monday to Friday from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m.

WEDNESDAYS THROUGH

SATURDAYS

Tours Aboard Tall Ship Providence
and Sen. John Warner Maritime
Heritage Center. 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. At Alexandria’s Waterfront
Park, 1A Prince Street, Alexandria.
Guests of all ages are recruited into
the Continental Navy aboard Tall
Ship Providence with legendary
Captain John Paul Jones. Recruits
are assigned jobs on the ship, learn
where they will work and live, how
to load a cannon, etc... Tours con-
clude in the Naval History Theatre
with a film about the ship. The
Heritage center is a floating muse-
um on the Alexandria waterfront.
Visit https://tallshipprovidence.
org/

FUNDAY MONDAY

“Funday Monday is open to children
of all ages, however is best suit-
ed for the preschool set! Funday
Monday runs from 10:30 a.m. to
11:15 a.m. and — unless otherwise
noted — is held at Old Town Hall,
3999 University Drive, Fairfax.
There are plenty of free parking
lots/garages in Old Town Fairfax.
Stroller access is available at the
side entrance Old Town Hall facing
Route 236/Main Street. For more
information visit www.fairfaxva.
gov/government/parks-recreation/
cultural-arts.”

SCHEDULE

Oct. 30 -- Kids Nature Puppet Show
“Creepy Creatures”

Nov 6 -- Miss Mollie’s Musical Fun

Nov. 13 -- No Program

Nov. 20 -- My Gym

Nov. 27 -- Drew Blue Shoes Magic

Dec. 4 -- Music Together Sing and
Groove

Dec. 11 -- My Gym

Dec. 18 -- TBD

SATURDAYS THRU NOVEMBER

Reston Museum. See how Reston’s
founding principles were imple-
mented by joining the upcoming
walking tour. Tour will be held
10 a.m. every Saturday through
November. Sign up at: https://
www.restonmuseum.org/event-de-
tails/guided-walking-tour-res-
tons-founding-2023-09-09-10-00

MONTH OF OCTOBER

Spooky Fall Festivities. At Go Ape
Zipline & Adventure Park, South
Run RECenter, Springfield. This
ground-based experience will take
guests on a hike through the park,
navigating various creatures from
your deepest, darkest nightmares.
Participants will be immersed in
the natural environment, never
knowing what might be waiting
around the next curve in the path.
Is that just the wind through the
branches? Definitely not! This

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

guided, anxiety-filled adventure
will take 20-30 minutes with a
cost of $14.95 per person. Go Ape
is also expanding the Frights at
Height experience! Launched in
2022, this autumnal aerial activity
is now available on select evenings
in October. Guests will find zom-
bies, ghosts, and ghouls hiding in
creepy corners under the Treetop
Journey zipline and ropes course.
Only $39.95 per person for this
1-hour gravity defying, scream-
filled adventure after dark...if you
dare. Visit www.goape.com.

NOW THRU NOV. 7

Cox Farms Fall Festival 2023. At Cox
Farms, corner of Braddock Road
and Pleasant Valley Road, Centre-
ville. The Fall Festival is filled with
family-friendly entertainment and
attractions including slides, swings,
animals, hayrides and more. From
the world-famous hayride to our
corny Cornundrum and giant
slides, our Fall Festival has some-
thing for the whole family. The Fall
Festival is open Sept. 16-17, and
then Thursday through Monday
Sept. 23-Nov. 6, plus Tuesday, Nov.
7. Hours Sept. 16 — 17; Thursdays
through Mondays Sept. 23 — Oct.
30: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. | Nov. 2 - 7:
10 a.m. - 5 p.m. (last entry one
hour before closing). Market is
open daily through Nov. 7.

The Fields of Fear Hours: Friday and
Saturday nights Sept. 22 — Nov. 4
(plus Sunday, Oct. 8) 7:30-11 p.m.
(last entry 10 p.m.) Featuring more
than 20 acres of fear and spooky
attractions.

NOW THRU OCT. 29

Fall Fest 2023. At Reston Farm Gar-
den Market, 10800 Baron Cameron
Avenue, Reston. Saturdays and
Sundays from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00
p-m. The Fall Fest schedule spans
weekends from September 23rd to
October 29th, with the Colum-
bus Day special on October 9th,
operating from 10:00 a.m. to 6:00
p.m. Tickets are $20 per child and
$5 per parent, while children aged
two and under enter for free. The
festival offers a variety of activities,
including inflatables such as a
corn maze, two 20’ slides, two
pumpkin bounce houses, and a
basketball game. There’s also a
charming petting zoo, the Reston
Farm Garden Market Express Train,
and live music for entertainment.
The market features seasonal items
like chrysanthemums, pansies,
fresh produce, natural jams, local
organic honey, farm-fresh products,
pumpkins, seasonal decor, and
our famous Apple Cider Donuts.
You can also savor offerings from
local food trucks throughout the
weekend. Book your tickets on our
website: https://www.restonfarm.
com/fall-fest.

OCT. 6 TO OCT. 31

The Haunted Trail. Every Friday, Sat-
urday and Sunday night starting at
6:30 p.m. At The Workhouse Arts
Center, Lorton. The Workhouse
Arts Center celebrates its 10th
annual Haunted Trail by bringing
scares and laughs to the Hallow-
een season. Haunt: Game Over
immerses guests through a highly
themed walk-through experience,
as creepy characters deliver con-
tactless scares in multiple scenes.
Guests will travel in small groups
via a timed entry for a frightening
experience that brings them next
to abandoned, historic buildings

where they will encounter terri-
fying characters and sights that
are not for the faint of heart. The
spirits will get loud with live music
on Fridays, Saturdays, and Hallow-
een night, with a rotating schedule
of band performances in the Rizer
Pavilion, which also serves as the
check-in area and ‘virtual line’

for Haunt entry. Food trucks, soft
drinks, snacks, wine, beer, and
themed-specialty drinks will be
available for purchase on campus.
Gates open at 6:30 p.m.; Final
groups will be dispatched by 10:30
p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays;
and 9:30 p.m. on Sundays.

BONITA LESTINA OLD TOWN

HALL PERFORMANCE SERIES

Enjoy an evening of music show-
casing a variety or genres in
the elegant interior of historic
Old Town Hall (3999 University
Drive) in the heart of Fairfax
City. Doors open at 7:30 p.m. and
performances begin at 8 p.m. and
run from October to April. Admis-
sion is free. Visit: www.fairfaxva.
gov/government/parks-recreation/
cultural-arts.

SCHEDULE

November 3: Swingology - Jazz Bossa
Nova, Manouche and Swing

November 17: Graham Breedlove —
Blues

December 8: Marcolivia — Classical
String Duo

January 5: Baltimore Composers
Forum — Modern

January 19: Navy Band Wind Quintet
— Classical

February 2: Kadencia — Puerto Rican
Orchestra (part of the Chocolate
Lovers Festival!)

February 16: Matt Trkula — Classical
Guitar

March 8: Mandoleers — Mandolin and
Guitar Orchestra

March 22: James & Victor — Jazz Duo/
Steel Pan

April 5: Francesca Hurst — Solo Piano

April 19: Sylvan Waters Duo — Harp/
Brass

WEDNESDAY/OCT. 25

Tea & Talk. 11 a.m. At McLean Project
for the Arts Emerson and Atrium
Galleries; 1234 Ingleside Avenue,
McLean. MPA Curator and Artistic
Director Nancy Sausser will host
a Tea & Talk, presented by the
Rotary Club of McLean. Guests are
invited to enjoy a cup of tea and
discuss (Not) Strictly Painting 14
with the MPA team. Tea & Talk
RSVP - https://tinyurl.com/not-
strictlypaintingteaandtalk

THURSDAY/OCT. 26

Fall Festival. 5-8 p.m. At Whitman
Middle School, 2500 Parkers Lane,
Alexandria. Join the Whitman
PTSA for the annual Fall Festival,
featuring a Haunted House and
Trunk-or-Treat event. Tickets for
food and games will be available
onsite.

“ ON GOLDEN POND”

Oct. 27, 28; Now. 3, 4 at 8 p.m.; 2
p.m. on Oct. 29 and Now. 5. At
Vienna Community Center, 120
Cherry Street, Vienna. Presented
by the Vienna Theatre Company
and Vienna Department of Parks
and Recreation. Directed by Terri
Ritchey; Produced by Reece Smyth
and Pete Storck. Visit www.vien-
natheatercompany.org.

SEE ENTERTAINMENT, PAGE IG
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ENTERTAINMENT

From Pace 15

loan, and scholarship programs for
women. All are welcome!

FRIDAY/OCT. 27
Djembe Drumming Family Work-
shop Featuring Master Artist Kofi

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
Fear-less Fest. 5:30 to 8 p.m. At

Dennis. 7 p.m. At McLean Commu-
nity Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. No experience necessary.
Kofi Dennis will teach participants
basic drumming skills and the
workshop will end with a group
drum circle. Families with children
(age 8+) can participate together.
Drums will be provided for use.
Visit www.mcleancenter.org.

FRIDAY/OCT. 27
Still Life Artist Anna Katalkina. 11

a.m. At the McLean Communi-

ty Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. McLean Art Society is
honored to present Anna Katalki-
na, giving a demonstration of how

Hidden Oaks Nature Center, 7701
Royce Street, Annandale. Visit the
Hidden Oaks Nature Center for

a wildlife Halloween experience!
Encounter costumed woodland
creatures including spiders, rac-
coons, deer and owls, and discover
why they’re not as scary as they
may seem. Come in costume and
join a guided trail walk and enjoy
festive fall activities. This is a
great event for scout groups and
families. Multiple time slots are
available between 5:30 and 8 p.m.
Registration is $8 per person. For
more information, visit the Hidden
Oaks Nature Center website or call
703-941-1065.

Still Life with Artist Anna Katalkina takes
place on Friday, Oct. 27, 2023 at the McLean
Community Center.

“9 to 5 The Musical” takes place Oct. 27-29, 2023
at GMU’s Harris Theatre in Fairfax.

to transfer a drawing or image
from paper to canvas, the first step
in creating her distinctly realistic

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
Metropolitan Jazz Orchestra with

and luminous paintings. Katalkina
has been called “a modern Dutch
Master,” influenced by the 17th
century small Dutch paintings.

Her work draws from European
travel, music, literature, and the
performing arts, while striking a
balance between traditional and
modern and exploring both serious
and lighthearted themes.

OCT. 27-28
Halloween on the Farm. At Frying

Pan Farm Park, 2709 West Ox
Road, Herndon. Celebrate Hallow-
een and trick-or-treat on the farm!
Enjoy farm animals, play games
and make crafts. The program runs
in one-hour time slots and costs
$10 per person. For more informa-
tion, visit the Frying Pan Farm Park
website or call 703-437-9101.

“PROOF”
Oct. 27-29. Friday at 8 p.m.;

Saturday at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.;
Sunday at 2 p.m. At The Alden
Theatre, 1234 Ingleside Ave., Mc-
Lean. Also at The Grange, 9818
Georgetown Pike, Great Falls. Nov.
10-12; Friday at 8 p.m.; Saturday
at 8 p.m.; Sunday at 2 p.m. Tickets
$20-$25. Visit www.mcleanplay-
ers.org.

OCT. 27-29
“9 to 5 The Musical.” At GMU’s

Harris Theatre 4373 Mason Pond
Drive, Fairfax. October 27, 28

at 8 p.m.; October 29 at 2 p.m.
George Mason University’s School
of Theater is presenting “9 to 5 The
Musical,” an exciting musical adap-
tation of the comedy film. Directed
by Rex Daugherty (Artistic Director
of Theatre, Solas Nua; MFA,
Directing, George Mason Universi-
ty), Music Directed by Joe Walsh,
Choreographed by Ariel Kraje, and
performed by the cast of Mason
theater students, the humorous en-
ergy and captivating performance
will leave audiences in awe. Visit
the website: https://cvpa.calendar.
gmu.edu/9-to-5-the-musical.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
Multi-family Garage Sale. 9 a.m. to 2

p.m. At 2416 Mare Lane, Oakton.
Chapter AO of Virginia PEO, a
nonprofit philanthropic and edu-
cational organization for women,
is holding a huge, multi-family
garage sale (rain or shine). Items
of all types (including a Boutique
Section) will be available at very
affordable prices. Proceeds will go
toward the organizations’ grant,

Christian McBride. 8 p.m. At
GMU’s Center for the Arts, 4373
Mason Pond Drive, Fairfax. Chris-
tian McBride joins the Metropoli-
tan Jazz Orchestra led by founder,
artistic director, and virtuoso
saxophonist Jim Carroll, in an
unforgettable night of bravado,
improvisation, and jazz swagger.
Tickets: $50, $43, $30; half-price
for youth through Grade 12. Visit
cfa.gmu.edu.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
Halloweekend at The Perch. 12-8

p-m. At 1805 Capital One Drive,
11th Floor, Tysons Corner. Kids
party from 12-4 p.m. Adult cos-
tume contest at 4-8 p.m. Join in
the ultimate Halloween costume
party, featuring spooky golf, pump-
kin and face painting, seasonal
beverages, pumpkin pie eating
contests and more.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
Halloween Bash at South Run Rec

Center, 7550 Reservation Drive,
Springfield. Celebrate the season
and get moving at the South Run
Rec Center Halloween Bash. This
event features the Monter Mash 5K
Dash, Halloween Fun Run 1-Mile,
and Spooktacular Tiny Tot Trot
with moon bounce and obstacle
course for ages 2-4. For more
information, visit the South Run
Rec Center website or call 703-
866-0566.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
Halloween Costume Family Skate

and Dance Night. 6 to 10 p.m. at
the Franconia Rec Center, 6601
Telegraph Road, Franconia. No
tricks, just treats at this Hallow-
een-themed Family Skate and
Dance Night! Dress in your best
costume for a spooktacular time
at Franconia Rec Center. Skate to
some of your favorite Halloween
tunes by a live DJ. Grab candy,
popcorn and other refreshments;
enjoy seasonal decorations; and
float across the floor to some fes-
tive tunes. Tickets $10 in advance
and $15 the day of the event. For
more information, visit the Fran-
conia Rec Center website or call
703-922-9841.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
Clifton’s Haunted Trail. 7 - 10 p.m.

At Clifton’s 8-Acre Park on Chapel
Street, Clifton. For one night each
year, Clifton’s 8-Acre Park is filled
with ghastly scenes to terrify even
the most jaded fright-seekers.
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Come walk the Haunted Trail
winding through the woods if you
dare, but leave young children and
strollers at home. Limited ticket
sales open on Oct. 6 and are first
come first serve. Proceeds benefit
the Town of Clifton and Robinson
High School’s Crew Team and All
Night Grad Party. https://www.clif-
tonhauntedtrail.com/. Advanced
Purchase are $18, purchase onsite
for $20. $5 cash only parking is
available.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
DEA Drug Take-Back Day. 10 a.m.

to 2 p.m. At Clifton Presbyteri-

an Church Parking Lot, 12748
Richards Lane, Clifton. The Clifton
Lions Club is hosting a DEA Drug
Take-Back Day. This program pro-
vides the opportunity for members
of the public to safely dispose of
unused prescription medications.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
Festival of Frights and Trunk or

Treat. 5-10 p.m. At the Old Fire-
house in McLean. Calling all fam-
ilies of ghouls and goblins! Come
join the Old Firehouse in your best
Halloween costumes for a night of
live music, games, food, contests
and tons of candy! Families who
wish to volunteer themselves and
their vehicles for Trunk or Treat
should submit an email request

to oldfirehouse@mcleancenter.
org. Please include your name
and your trunk theme. Volunteer
hours are 4-8:30 p.m. Each family
will receive candy to distribute to
the trunk or treaters. Visit www.
mcleancenter.org.

OCT. 28-29
Two-Day LEGO Model Train Show.

Noon to 4 p.m. Saturday; 1-4

p.m. Sunday. At Fairfax Station
Railroad Museum, 11200 Fairfax
Station Road, Fairfax Station. The
Washington D.C. Metropolitan
Area LEGO Train Club (WamaLTC)
members will hold a two-day LEGO
based train show at the Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum. All
trains, buildings and scenery in the
display are built from LEGO blocks
and shapes. Donations of unwant-
ed LEGO pieces and sets are appre-
ciated to help support WamaLTC’s
efforts to bring fun and education
to all ages through its activities.
Admission: museum members,
free; adults 13 and over, $5;
children 5-12, $3; under 4, free.

Seniors 65+ and military (active &
retired), $4. Call 703-425-9225 or
visit www.fairfax-station.org.

OCT. 28-29
Ghost Town. At Burke Lake Park,

7315 Ox Road, Fairfax Station. Em-
bark on an unforgettable Hallow-
een adventure at Ghost Town in
Burke Lake Park. Secure your spot
by grabbing $15 per person tickets
until Oct. 26, and brace for a
spooktacular experience, complete
with Goblin Golf, carousel rides,
Train journeys, pumpkin painting,
a bounce house and the thrilling
Trick-or-Treat House. Trick-or-
treaters of all ages are warmly
welcomed. For more information,
visit the Burke Lake website or call
703-323-6600.

OCT. 28-29
Haunted Mini Golf. 3 to 7 p.m. at

Oak Marr Rec Center, 3200 Jer-
mantown Road, Oakton. Welcom-
ing all werewolves, vampires and
goblins (and their families) for a
fun night of Haunted Mini Golf at
Oak Marr Rec Center. Wear your
favorite costume for a haunted
good time! Play mini golf, Trick-
or-treat and win various goodies
at every hole. Cost $12 per person.
For more information, visit the Oak
Marr Rec Center website or call
703-281-6501.

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
Trunk or Treat. 4 to 6 p.m. At Lew-

insville Presbyterian Church, at the
corner of Chain Bridge Road and
Great Falls Street in McLean. They
will have Trunk or Treat Cars filled
with candy and treats, Carnival
Games for children (and all ages),
Ice Cream, a Cake Walk, Puppet
Shows and more! Questions: Con-
tact Allison Lineberger, alineberg-
er@lewinsville.org or 703-356-
7200 or visit Lewinsville.org

SATURDAY/OCT. 28
Both Sides Tour XXIX. In Search of

the Lost Order. Bus leaves Franco-
nia Museum, 6121 Franconia Road,
at 8:15 a.m. Join tour leaders Don
Hakenson (dhakenson@verizon.
net), Carl Sell (sellcarl@aol.com)
and Ben Trittipoe (btrittl @gmail.
com) for a full day of site visits and
stories. Cost: $125.00.

SATURDAY/OCT. 29
Fall Native Tree Giveaway. At Vienna

Community Center, 120 Cherry
Street, SE, Vienna. Stop by the

Vienna Community Center for the
Fall Native Tree Giveaway, includ-
ing Redbuds, Winterberry Holly,
Black Gum, and Red Oak! That’s
not all, there will also be free
barefoot seedlings (first come, first
serve) and a Town arborist will be
on-site to answer all your burning
questions.

SUNDAY/OCT. 29

2023 Bat Festival. 3 to 6 pm. At Wolf
Trap National Park for the Perform-
ing Arts, McLean. Come celebrate
the captivating world of bats, learn
about the vital role they play in our
ecosystem, understand the threats
they face and what you can do to
protect them. Join experts Leslie
Sturges and Alonso Abugattas as
they unveil the mysteries behind
these creatures of the night and
shed some light on the challenges
they face, such as light pollution.
Enjoy interactive activities for all
ages and join the optional costume
contest. For event details and free
registration, visit the Dark Skies
webpage.

TUESDAY/OCT. 31

Trick or Treat. 5-8 p.m. At the McLean
Volunteer Fire Department Station,
1455 Laughlin Ave., McLean.

THURSDAY/NOV. 2

Foreign Language Film, “Taare
Zameen Par” (“Like Stars on
Earth”). 1 p.m. At McLean Com-
munity Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. Ishaan, a student
who has dyslexia, cannot seem to
get anything right at his boarding
school. Soon, a new unconvention-
al art teacher helps him discover
his hidden potential. A visual feast
and Bollywood mega-hit.

NOV. 3-4

“You’re a Good Man, Charlie
Brown.” 7 p.m. At Oakcrest School
Upper School, Ernst Theater, 8333
Little River Turnpike, Annandale.
The musical follows the story of
Charlie Brown and his friends, as
seen in the comic strip, Peanuts, by
cartoonist Charles Schulz. Through
captivating dance and song, Char-
lie and his friends discover what it
truly means to be a “good man”.
Visit https://www.oakcrest.org/

SATURDAY/NOV. 4

“When You Wish Upon a Star: A
Jazz Tribute to 100 Years of Dis-
ney.” 7 p.m. At McLean Commu-
nity Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



ENTERTAINMENT

Don’t miss the Metropolitan Jazz Orches-
tra with Christian McBride on Saturday,
Oct. 28, 2023 at GMU’s Center for the
Arts in Fairfax.

McLean. “When You Wish...” an unforgetta-
ble evening celebrating 100 years of Disney
through the lens of jazz as performed by
house band of The National Jazz Museum in
Harlem. Dreams really do come true! This
production is not affiliated with, sponsored,
or authorized by The Walt Disney Company.

SATURDAY/NOV. 4

Wine and Cheese Pairing Event. 5-7 p.m.
At Total Wine & More, 1451 Chain Bridge
Road, McLean. Fundraiser for AAUW McLean
Branch. Enjoy fine wines paired with exotic
cheeses to help raise funds for women’s schol-
arships. Tickets $40. Email: Taylor6840@
gmail.com.

SATURDAY/NOV. 4
“A Civil War Books, Relics and Memorabilia

17th annual

Alexandria
Film Festiva

Celebrating independents for 17 years!

Live Programming

Nov 10-12, 2023

Friday
Beatley Library

Saturday and Sunday
AMC Hoffman Theatre
The Lyceum

Schedule and Tickets at
AlexFilmFest.com

Questions? Contact us at: info.alexandriafilm@gmail.com

3 alexfilmfest
@) @alexandriafilmfestival

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Show.” 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. At Arlington-Fairfax
Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd., Fair-

fax. Bud Mayo and Don Hakenson will be
sponsoring ‘A Civil War Books, Relics and
Memorabilia Show”. Admission is $5.00 and
vendors are welcome. SCV members receive
a table discount. Contact Don Hakenson at
dhakenson@verizon.net or 703-971-4984, or
contact Bud Mayo at mayo5304@cox.net, or
703-389-1505.

SATURDAY/NOV. 4
Fall Bazaar and Craft Show. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

At Vienna Volunteer Fire Department, 400
Center Street, South, Vienna. Sponsored by
the Auxiliary to the Vienna Volunteer Fire
Department. Offered for sale will be crafts,
holiday decorations, items for your home,
clothing and gifts for that special someone.
A delicious lunch menu is planned, as well
as a bountiful homemade baked goods table.
Looking for a unique find? Come shop at our
Vera’s Attic table. Proceeds from the rental
of the table spaces and raffles benefit the fire
department in their effort to raise funds for
life saving fire and rescue equipment, college
scholarships and more. For information, or to
reserve a space and request an application,
call Carol at 703-309-3468 or email Danc-
ers1023@aol.com.

SATURDAY/NOV. 4
Civil War Books, Relics and Memorabilia

Show. 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. At Arlington-Fair-
fax Elks Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax. Bud Mayo and Don Hakenson will
be sponsoring A Civil War Books, Relics and
Memorabilia Show. Admission is $5. Ven-
dors are most welcome and SCV members
receive a table discount. Vendors Needed.
Contact Don Hakenson at dhakenson@
verizon.net (or call him at 703-971-4984),
or contact Bud Mayo at mayo5304@cox.
net, or 703-389-1505.

Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Same Company, Same Employees,

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

O

Shorts

and
Features

O

e Electrical (ELE)

e (as Fitting (GFC) Since 1999
e Heating Ventilation and Air 10Tty Uil fhe
Conditioning (HVA) i3 complsiz for the
043t 17 yaurs

¢ Plumbing (PLB)
e Residential Building (RBC)

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

Free Estimates 703-999-2929

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov
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Legals

ABC LICENSE
Umai Grand LLC trading as Umai Ramen
and Donburi, 1500 Cornerside Blvd.,
Tysons Corner, Fairfax County, VA.

22182+2433.The above establishment is
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF
ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC)
for a Mixed Beverage License for Restau-
rant license to sell or manufacture alcoholic
beverages. Preeyaporn Aroonchokthawon,
Member. NOTE: Objections to the issuance
of this license mustbe submitted to ABC no
later than 30 days from the publishing date
ofthe first of two required newspaper legal
notices. Objections should be registered at

www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals

ABC LICENSE
Alpahahara Foods LLC RECORDED WITH THE SCC
trading as Mirch Dhamaka, 2443 Centreville Rd, Ste
G1, Herndon, Fairfax County, VA 20171+3020 The
above establishment is applying to the VIRGIN-
|IA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE
CONTROL (ABC) for a Retail Restaurant or Caterer
Application - Restaurant, Wine, Beer, Consumed
on and off premises license to sell or manufacture
alcoholic beverages. Padmaja Yadagiri, Owner. Date
notice posted at the establishment: 10/13/2023.
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 days
from the publishing date of the first of two required
newspaper legal notices. Objections should be reg-
istered at www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Employment

IT POSITIONS: Reston, VA & various
unanticipated locations throughout
the U.S.: SOFTWARE DEVELOPERS:
Invlv in SDLC. Dsgn, dvip, config, &
test web-based apps, web srvcs, &
Ul. Create wrkflw diagrms, class &
squnce models. Write SQL queries,
stored prcdrs & dvip scripts to ac-
cess data. Conduct unit, sys, & integ
testng & rslve issues. Skills req’d:
Java, J2EE, JavaScript, HTML, XML,
Eclipse, AJAX, SOAP, Oracle, & SQL.
Master’s in Sci, Tech, Comp Apps, or
Engg (any) w/1 yr exp in job off’d or ritd
occup req’d. SECURITY ANALYSTS:
MRP® Dvlp, dsgn, & mntn SSP for apps &
= W A General Support Systems (GSS) in
Vlrglma compliance w/FedRAMP & NIST 800-
53 R4. Dvlp scrty rprts include Vinrblty
& Scrty rprts. Docmt comptr scrty pol-
icies & prcdrs. Mntr scrty risks & rprts.
Prfrm multi-pnt check on scrty rqmts
& vet info scrty at entprse, app, & app
dvlpmt Ivl to scrutnze scrty readiness.
Master’s in Sci, Tech, or Engg (any)
req’d. BOTH JOBS: Mail CV: OVS
Technologies, Inc., 12020 Sunrise Val-
ley Dr, Ste 101A, Reston, VA 20191.

Know the when, where,
and how. Then vote.

AARP Virginia has collected all of the

most up-to-date voting information.
Visit aarp.org/VAvotes.

VOTERS

50+

our Voicos facebook.com/AARPVirginia
ur Vt_nces
Decide @AARPVA

Paid for by AARP
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Obituary Obituary

In Loving Memory of Scott Tyson Boiles, 65 of Wirtz,
VA who passed away October 3, 2023 after an endur-
ing and valiant battle with several major health issues.
Throughout his life, he exhibited a spirit that never wa-
vered and a love for life. He was born in Orlando, FL No-
vember 15, 1957 to Jane Boiles and the late Billy Boiles.

Scott lived in the Northern VA area where he graduated
from Marshall HS (1976) and went on to get his BS in
Marketing from Virginia Tech (1980). After a few different
jobs he found his calling at Northwest Federal Credit Union in 1994 as a Tell-
er working his way up to Vice President of Finance, retiring in 2015. In 2017,
Scott and his wife, of 39 years, embarked on a new chapter when they
moved to the peaceful embrace of Smith Mountain Lake. Here he found
immense joy and love for “lake life” living and beautiful sunsets on the water.

Scott’s love for life stemmed from his passions in sports, music, cooking,
traveling, and breweries. He loved playing basketball, softball, and pick-
leball as well as RV tailgating at VT Football games and attending GMU
basketball games for over 30 years. Scott was an avid guitarist and an au-
diophile who reveled in being the DJ at his own grand parties as well as for
weddings and office parties. He was known to whip up culinary delights
be it grilling and smoking up meats or cooking up spicy dishes. Not one to
sit still, Scott was either building something or traveling cross country on
his motorcycle, cruising the Virgin Islands, parachuting out of an airplane
in Australia, drinking beers in Germany, or enjoying many relaxing RV road
trips be it to beaches, concerts, visiting friends, or road games.

Of all the things he saw and did, what he cherished most was doing things
for and spending time with family, friends and his beloved Rottweiler’s, cre-
ating memories that last forever. Scott lived “his life like a song”, just like
an avid Parrothead would. His circle of friends remained deep and strong
throughout the years. His memory will live on in the hearts of all those who
had the privilege of knowing him, leaving an indelible mark of love, joy, and
friendship.

Scott is survived by his mom, Jane Boiles of Annapolis, MD; Wife Wendy
Boiles of Wirtz, VA; Sister Kathy (Dwight) Moxness of Annapolis, MD; and a
host of loving cousins, in-laws, god-children, and long-time friends. In lieu
of flowers, memorials may be made to CarilionFoundation.org/Patient-Care,
The American Cancer Society, or Give.VT.edu (Hokie Scholarship or Pam-
plin College of Business).

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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SOSTNESS

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

Landscape Drainage Landscape Drainage

We Need Your Help Again

We are sincerely grateful and thankful to you for helping in 2021 to save one of America's
oldest newspapers, the Alexandria Gazette Packet, publishing continuously since 1784

Alexandrig =
Gazette Packet

e
=~ Publishing Since 1784)

And affiliated newspapers

Hlount Yernon Gasette
Potomac NTRE W

ALMANAC

Thank you to the hundreds of supporters who helped to. nection Newspapers in the metropolitan region.
keep all your Connection Newspapers alive throughout
Alexandria, Fairfax County Arlington County and Poto- The pandemic has hit small businesses hard, which in
mac, Md. along with affiliated websites and digital media. turn has reduced advertising revenue that keeps these
Now we need help again in 2022 local newspapers alive to provide hyper local news to

residents. It feels like no small miracle to be looking for-
Each local newspapers mission aspires to provide great-  ward into 2022
er community service, and we do know that our commu-
nities are better off if we continue to publish. Last year's T bear,
financial support from readers and supporters ke you Revenue plummeted at the beginning in 2020. Some be-
bridged the shortfall before Federal PPP funding arrived, loved advertisers have stayed the course supporting us
and both made our survival possible. We now await a_ throughout, and many more have done what they can. In
decision for a grant from Rebuild Virginia in early Febru- the fall of 2021 we saw the retum of some advertising for
ary that we hope will help us in 2022 and beyond. But we events and Grand Openings, but now omicron clouds the
need help to survive the first quarter, always a brutal ime  horizon in so many ways. Revenue stil remains short of
for cash flow in weekly newspapers. Thank you.

Newspapers & Online

expenses despite our greatly curtailed costs.
Please, help save these historical papers. Connection Newspapers has been offering these local
newspapers (o residents for over 200 years. Countless
Al gits will be used to fund our printed newspapers and residents have grown up with these papers covering
websites and to meet obligations to our loyal and patient significant moments in the lives of family and children,
employees, writers, contractors and suppliers. news, community events, school activities, and even pic-

tures of your dogs and cats. Internet news and large na-
The ongoing pandemic continues to crush many news- tional newspapers cannot provide the local connection
papers across the country, and our newspapers con- or historical connection that local papers like Connection
tinue to be at risk. Newspapers and the Alexandria Gazette Packet provide.
The Northern Virginia area’s best read and most trust- If your child, dog, mother, father, neighborhood, school
ed source for community news includes the Alexandria has been featured, you understand the value of local
Gazette Packet, Mount Vernon Gazette and all Con- community newspapers.

Couneeiipn Ne:

1608 &

Forgive Me As
I Wax Poetic

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

If you are of the “Jewish persuasion” (“who persuad-
ed you"?, as asked by Hawkeye Pierce in a long-ago
M*A*S*H episode), you've been lighting a memorial
candle known as Yahrzeit candles (evidence suggests
as long as 2,000 years ago) to honor the deceased your
whole life - or your parents have, particularly for family
members. The candles are it at sundown on Yom Kip-
pur (“Day of Atonement”) and as well on the decease’s
date of death on the Jewish calendar (presently year
5,784) cross-referenced to a corresponding date on the
Gregorian calendar — with which we're all familiar.

And for 14 years this Yom Kippur’s eve, | have been
lighting two candles, one each for my father (deceased
Dec. 2006) and mother (deceased Dec. 2008). This year
I will be lighting three candles: father, mother and new
this year: for my recently deceased brother Richard. (I
still can’t get used to writing it, let alone saying it; he
died Dec. 3rd last year, a few months after Yom Kippur.)
And when the real-time anniversary date of his actual
death occurs, (Dec. 3) it's not exactly candle-appro-
priate to light the memorial candle on that date; as it
happens, the proper date I'll be lighting candles for
Richard and for my mother (she also died on Dec. 3rd)
will be Nov. 21.

| can remember growing up in my parents’ house
with the Yahrzeit candles being lit every year on Yom
Kippur and watching them flicker all night long and for
the next for 24 hours as they sat on the kitchen stove
remembering/honoring their parents/my grandparents.
But I can’t remember lighting my first Yahrzeit candle
on the Yom Kippur following my father’s death in early
Dec. 2006. | do imagine however, it was weighty, as he
was my first parent to die. And likewise, when my wid-
owed mother succumbed on Dec 3rd, 2008, in effect,
making Richard and myself orphans. I imagine lighting
two candles then is like how I feel lighting three today,
except as | said last week, | have no backstop anymore.
Moreover, being alive still without my older brother’s
wit and wisdom is a position | never thought I'd be
in - given my diagnosis, as I've described in previous
columns. I'm alone now (Dina notwithstanding) and it
makes the finality and inevitability of my own mortality
even more obvious. | only wish there was someone
close with whom | could share my feelings and anxiet-
ies. Oh, yeah, there used to be, but there isn't anymore.
That's the problem. Damn. This makes you readers, like
it or not, a resource for me. | talk/write, you listen. It
could work. In fact, it probably already has worked for
me for years; | was just too fortunate elsewhere to real-
ize it. Not anymore. And it will be painfully obvious to
me as | say the prayer, and then light three candles, one
each for my mother, father and brother, all deceased -
for the first time together. | don't exactly have survivor’s
guilt, but I have something, and it's something I never
thought I'd have, survivor's remorse.

To me, survivor's remorse’ means being sorry about
surviving — without a hint of guilt. But rather with a
generous heaping of being sorry to find yourself in a
predicament you had never anticipated, but of course
did nothing to cause. Nevertheless, the problem exists.
It's sort of like outkicking your punt coverage. The play-
ers get to where they're going before all parties intend-
ed. Oddly enough, there are negative consequences to
being first on the scene; just as there are unintended
consequences to being last on the scene. And I'm last,
and I'm running into unintended consequences every
day. My go-to person is gone. My best friend is gone.
My business advisor is gone. My hand-me-down giver
is gone, and I'm left, to my wife Dina’s chagrin, with a
very tired wardrobe with little chance of an upgrade.
And as important as all these losses, I've learned that
life indeed goes on. It may not mean that much to
you, but if I ever thought about what my life would
be like if my brother died before me; now | know. As
Shakespeare would say: “It sucketh.” But as any lifelong
member of Red Sox Nation knows there’s no time like
the present when you're down and out. There may be
challenges ahead but there’s no going back.

This is just the kind of talk I could have with my
brother if I was in any kind of funk. And invariably,
with his encouragement and positive reinforcement, |
would see the error of my ways and once again, take
advantage of my opportunities. | feel better already.
Thanks for listening.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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The whole family is invited to
join us for surprises and spooktacular fun!
Free candy and treats at Long and Foster
Great Falls Shopping Center

Tuesday, October 31st
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LONG & FOSTER Forbes 703-757-3222

REAL ESTATE
sales @ GreatFallsGreatHomes.com
9841 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066
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