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MCENEARNEY ASSOCIATES REALTORS® | 109 S. Pitt Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 | 703.549.9292 | McEnearney.com | Equal Housing Opportunity

Providing the Highest Standard  
in Alexandria Real Estate

FOR MORE THAN 40 YEARS, OUR CLIENTS HAVE TRUSTED OUR HYPER-LOCAL REAL ESTATE EXPERTISE.  
WE ARE PROUD TO BE THE MARKET LEADER FOR ALEXANDRIA AND BEYOND.

SOLD | $4,885,000
Old Town

SOLD | $4,200,000
Old Town

SOLD | $3,200,000
Belle Rive

SOLD | $2,850,000
Robinson Landing

SOLD | $2,149,000
Del Ray

SOLD | $2,633,900
Colonial Park

SOLD | $1,895,000
Old Town Village

SOLD | $1,452,000
Belle Haven

SOLD | $650,000
Cameron Station

SOLD | $705,000
Glenmore

SOLD | $952,000
Olde Belhaven Towne

SOLD | $780,000
Old Town

SOLD | $1,424,000
Fords Landing

SOLD | $1,090,000
Harborside

SOLD | $1,100,000
Hollin Hills

SOLD | $1,355,000
Rosemont Park
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News

By Jeanne Theismann
The Gazette

 

F
irefighters and Friends to the Rescue 
marked its 25th year of serving fam-
ilies in need with a toy distribution 
day Dec. 11 at Station 11 in Penn 

Daw.
“This is one of my favorite events of the 

year,” said Bruce Witucki of Union Street 
Public House. “It’s hard to believe this was 
our 25th year of providing for the commu-
nity.’

Firefighters and Friends to the Rescue was 
founded by Willie Bailey, recently retired as 
Deputy Chief of the Office of the Fire Mar-
shall with the Fairfax County Fire and Res-
cue Department. Bailey credits Witucki with 
generating significant early support for the 
organization.

“Bruce has been a sponsor since the or-
ganization was founded,” Bailey said. “He 
was instrumental in building support for us, 
through his own donations and with intro-
ductions to his wide circle of friends and 
businesses in the community.”

The annual event has grown from serv-
ing the Route 1 corridor to helping fami-
lies, schools and nonprofits throughout 
Northern Virginia.

“This year we gave away over 3,000 toys, 
50 bikes, and $3,000 in gift cards to over 
50 schools and nonprofits,” Bailey said. 
“For 25 years individuals like Bruce and 
our many business sponsors have helped 
us provide for those less fortunate in the 
community.“

Children from the Gum Springs Head 

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

More than 2,000 volunteers took 
part in Wreaths Across America 
day, placing 4,230 wreaths in hon-

or of local veterans Dec. 16 at Alexandria 
National Cemetery.

“The annual Wreaths Across America 
event at Alexandria National Cemetery was a 
huge success,” said VFW Post 609 Command-
er Gerald Krueger. “Over 2,000 Alexandria 
area patriotic citizens joined military veter-
ans from several VSOs, along with Scouts, 
cadets, church groups, and more, in placing 
wreaths on all 4,229 veterans’ gravestones.” 

Daija Stewart-Simmons was volunteering 
as part of Girl Scout Troop 5223 from Alfred 
Street Baptist Church.

“Girl Scouts is about dedication to ser-
vice,” Stewart-Simmons said. “So I am here 
to honor those who sacrificed their lives for 
us. This is very special.”

Military attaché officers stationed in U.S. 
embassies in DC took part in the Alexandria 
ceremony.

“These officers come to pay their respects 
to our veterans,” Krueger said. “They come 
to pay tribute to those who have served.”

Wreaths Across America Thousands turn out to honor local veterans.

serve, and Teach the next generation the val-
ue of freedom,” Krueger said. 

Fundraising for next year’s Wreaths 
Across America has begun with the Wreaths 
Across America organization in Columbia 
Falls, Maine, again announcing they will 
match one-for-one additional wreath for 
pledges made through registered Sponsor-
ship Groups. The offer runs through Jan. 16, 
2024. The link to donate through VFW Post 
609-Alexandria is www.wreathsacrossamer-
ica.org/VA0930P

“We are inspired by the support of the 
community, including Saint Rita’s American 
Heritage Girls, who have been the top or-
ganization for getting pledges for us for the 
last 5-6 years,” Krueger said. “The Wreaths 
Across America veterans remembrance 
wreaths is a way for a community to honor 
those who have served.”

Representatives of various military organizations prepare to place honorary service 
wreaths as part of Wreaths Across America Dec. 16 at Alexandria National Cemetery.

“We are inspired 
by the support of 
the community.”

— VFW Post 609 Commander 
Gerald Krueger

National Wreaths Across America Day 
took place at over 4,225 cemeteries across 
the country with over three million veterans 

honored this year.
“The mission of Wreaths Across America 

is to Remember the fallen, Honor those who 
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Start program selected a toy of their choice 
while having the opportunity to visit with 
Santa and interact with Caring Angels 
Therapy dogs. Mount Vernon District Su-
pervisor Dan Storck and State Senator 
George Barker (D-39) were among the vol-
unteers helping distribute toys.

“It’s important to be involved in helping 
people, particularly children,” Barker said.

Sponsors for the event include: Ken and 
Kelly Savittiere Foundation; Apple Federal 
Credit Union; Progressive Firefighters of 

Making Spirits Bright Firefighters mark 
25 years of toy donations. 

Fairfax; Local 2068; Fire and Rescue Re-
tirement Association; Nationwide Credit 
Corporation; John and Jack Taylor; Chad-
wick’s Restaurant; Union Street Public 
House Restaurant (Bruce Witucki); Alex-
andria Toyota; Andrew Mitchell; Daniel 
Rowe; Bernie Cabral; Energesco Solutions 
LLC (William Bennett); Modern Technolo-
gy Solution, Inc.; Medocracy, Inc.; DWCNV; 
PROMAX Realtors; The Movement Stu-
dios; Accenture Federal Services; Five Guys 
(Sam Chamberlain); FRANSMART; FCAC 

Delta Sigma Theta Sorority; Mount Vernon 
Gazette; Rotary Club of Tysons Corner; 
Caring Angels Therapy Dogs; Kelly’s Irish 
Times Restaurant; Fairfax County Police 
Department; Walmart (Store #2258 - Rich-
mond Hwy.); and Primo Family Restaurant.

“It’s hard to believe but we have been 
providing gifts during the holidays for a 
quarter-century now,” Bailey said. “I am so 
thankful to our sponsors and supporters for 
making this a special time of year for so 
many families.”

Mount Vernon District Supervisor Dan Storck, left, and State 
Senator George Barker (D-39) help children from Gum 
Springs Head Start select toys as part of the 25th annual Fire-
fighters and Friends to the Rescue toy distribution Dec. 11 at 
Station 11 in Penn Daw.

Firefighter Lt. David Saunders as Santa greets a child at the 
Firefighters and Friends toy distribution Dec. 11 at Station 11 
in Penn Daw.
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Children’s and Teens’ Gazette

St. Stephens and St. Agnes School
Welcome the the Children’s 
And Teens’ Gazette 2023

The art and writing of local students is always a bright spot. 
We offer many thanks to the art teachers who guided these 
artists and compiled the art to appear here. You can find 

the other Children’s and Teens’ editions by going to http://www.
connectionnewspapers.com/PDFs/ and then scrolling down to 
Children’s. Thanks for reading.

Now the Gazette will be on a break until after the New Year, with 
our next publication appearing the week of Jan. 10.

In the meantime contact us, for advertising contact debfunk@
connectionnewspapers.com or sales@connectionnewspapers.com. 
For the newsroom, contact editors@connectionnewspapers.com

Addy Petron, Grade 6, St. Stephens and St. Agnes Middle School,Ida Fehrenbach, art teacher.

Alex Blaker, Grade 6, St. Stephens and St. 
Agnes Middle School, Kati Towle, art teacher.

Sophia Voudouris, Grade 2, St. Stephens and St. Agnes 
Lower School, Cindy Heid, art teacher.

Yabsra Tewodros, Grade 2, St. Stephens and St. Agnes 
Lower School, Cindy Heid, art teacher.

Anabel DeLucia, Grade 4, St. Stephens and St. 
Agnes Lower School, Jade Xia, art teacher.

Brody Hark, Grade 4, St. Stephens and St. Agnes 
Lower School,Jade Xia, art teacher.

Cooper Spies, Grade 8, St. Stephens and St. 
Agnes Middle School, Brandon Royal, art 
teacher.

Augusta Jay, Grade 9, St. Stephens and St. 
Agnes Upper School, Sean Riley, art teacher. Michael Hu, Grade 9

Caeli Boris, Grade 9, St. Ste-
phens and St. Agnes Upper 
School, Kate Elkins, art teacher.

Cecil Gregg, Grade 9, St. Ste-
phens and St. Agnes Upper 
School, Tom Bunnell, art teacher.

Everly Kunz, Grade 8, St. Stephens and St. Agnes Middle School, 
Ida Fehrenbach, art teacher.
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Get the
family 

treatment.
Always expect savings
with all new vehicles

priced at MSRP or below!

PassportAuto.com

Family-owned and operated by local Alexandrians for over 30 years!

Children’s and Teens’ Gazette

Grace Episcopal School

Andrew Smith, Grace Episopal 
School.

Catherine Voces, 4th Grade, 
Grace Episopal School.

Meraf Getahun, 1st Grade, 
Grace Episopal School.

Katherine Hungerford, Grade 1, 
Grace Episopal School.

Libby Wise, Kindergarten, Grace 
Episopal School.

Ronan Wallace, Kindergarten, 
Grace Episopal School.

Oliver Murray, 3rd Grade, Grace 
Episopal School.

Winnie Knight, 3rd Grade, 
Grace Episopal School.

4th Grace Nativity Angels, Grace 
Episopal School.

Hernandez and Connolly 2nd 
Grade,  Grace Episopal School.

Anne Harrison 3rd Grade, Grace 
Episopal School.

5th Grade Nativity Animals, 
Grace Episopal School.
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Children’s and Teens’ Gazette

Naomi L. Brooks Elementary School

Wesley Smith, 11, 5th Grade, Alexandria, Paint, 
Naomi L. Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Hanan Hussein, 11, 5th Grade, Alexandria, Paint, 
Naomi L. Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Ruby Griffis, 10, 4th Grade, Alexandria, Oil Pastel, Naomi L. Brooks, 
Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Thomas Miller, 11, 5th Grade, Alexandria, Paint, 
Naomi L. Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Ra’Kiya Carothers, 11, 5th Grade, Alexandria, Paint, 
Naomi L. Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Diana Yates, 10, 4th Grade, Alexandria, Oil Pastel, Naomi L. Brooks, 
Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Liam McGinnis, 8, 2nd Grade, Alexandria, 
Crayon and Watercolor, Naomi L. Brooks, 
Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Victoria Randall, 8, 2nd Grade, Alexan-
dria, Crayon and Watercolor, Naomi L. 
Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Nell Larson, 5, Kindergarten, Alexandria, Watercolor 
and Oil Pastel, Naomi L. Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa 
Tio, Art Teacher.

Isaiah Some, 10, 4th Grade, Alexan-
dria, Watercolor, Naomi L. Brooks, 
Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Imonie-Sade Ford, 5, Kindergarten, Al-
exandria, Watercolor, Naomi L. Brooks, 
Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Wren Barnes, 5, Kindergarten, Alexan-
dria, Watercolor, Naomi L. Brooks, Alex-
andria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Khaliah Barclay, 7, 1st 
Grade, Alexandria, Watercol-
or, Naomi L. Brooks, Alexan-
dria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Cole Salerno, 7, 1st Grade, Alexandria, Watercolor, 
Naomi L. Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.
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Children’s and Teens’ Gazette

Naomi L. Brooks Elementary School

Alexander Batt, 
9, 3rd Grade, 
Alexandria, 
Crayon and 
Marker, Naomi 
L. Brooks, Al-
exandria, Luisa 
Tio, Art Teacher

Absalat Abebe, 7, 
1st Grade, Alex-
andria, Marker, 
Naomi L. Brooks, 
Alexandria, Luisa 
Tio, Art Teacher.

Haddon Heath, 7, 1st Grade, 
Alexandria, Crayon, Naomi L. 
Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art 
Teacher.

Oliver Doyle, 9, 3rd Grade, Alexandria, Crayon 
and Marker, Naomi L. Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa 
Tio, Art Teacher.

Tarteel Salih, 9, 3rd Grade, Alexandria, Oil Pastel, 
Naomi L. Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Mya Eason, 8, 2nd Grade, Alexandria, Marker and Water-
color, Naomi L. Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Sahiran Green, 11, 5th Grade, Alexandria, Pencil, 
Naomi L. Brooks, Alexandria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.

Cristel Espinoza, 8, 2nd Grade, 
Alexandria, Marker and Water-
color, Naomi L. Brooks, Alexan-
dria, Luisa Tio, Art Teacher.



www.ConnectionNewspapers.com  Alexandria Gazette Packet  v  December 21-27, 2023  v  98  v   Alexandria Gazette Packet  v  December 21-27, 2023 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Children’s and Teens’ Gazette

This is Christmas 
Winter’s embrace, starry gleam,
A world in a festive dream.
Twinkling lights twinkling stars
Families gather from afar,
love and happiness round n round.
Seasons embrace takes over towns

– Annabella McDowell

Annabella McDowell, 17, junior, Alexandria, 
This is Christmas, poem, Bishop Ireton, Alexandria, Mrs thoms

Washington Street UMC Preschool

Thomas, 4, Pre-K, Alexandria, Gingerbread Artwork. Stevie, 5, Pre-K, Alexandria, 
Letter Artwork.

Camilla, 4, Pre-K, Alexandria, Letter Artwork.

Nora Gilary, 8, Grade 3, 
Alexandria, The Day a 
Penguin Got Ice Skates 
for Christmas, drawing 
| Mount Vernon Com-
munity School, Sara 
Lovelace, art teacher,

Sylvie Wetzel, 10, Grade 5, Alexandria, 
Mountain Pass, Drawing, Stephen’s & St. 
Agnes School.

Sylvie Wetzel, 10, Grade 5, Alexandria, 
Cake, Drawing, Stephen’s & St. Agnes 
School.

George Washington Middle School, Alexandria, VA

Julia K., Grade 8, “Christmas Time,” 
Oil Pastels on paper.

Laila G., Grade 8, “Tis The Season,” 
Oil Pastels on paper.

Janice Rollins, 
Art Teacher

Lily R., Grade 8, “Christmas Day,” Oil 
Pastels on paper.

Mahasyn B, Grade 8, “Still Life,” Oil 
Pastels on paper.

Yerlinda P., Grade 7, “Lunch Time,” Oil 
Pastels on paper.

Mars G., Grade 7, “Art Class,” Oil Pastels 
on paper.

Owen H., Grade 6, “Game Night,” Oil 
Pastels on paper.

Max ., Grade 6 , “Fruit Basket,” Oil Pas-
tels on paper.

Jennifer M., Grade 7, “Grandma’s 
House,” Oil Pastels on paper.

Jackson, Grade 6, “Art in a Case,” Oil 
Pastels on paper.

Estella H., Grade 8, “Relax,” Acrylic 
on paper.

Miles M., Grade 6, “Japanese Tea Table,” 
Oil Pastels on paper.

Ryan Z., Grade 6, “Plushies and Cups,” 
Oil Pastels on paper.

Retag M., Grade 6, “Time to go out,” Oil 
Pastels on paper.

Elaina G., Grade 6, “Picnic,” Oil Pastels 
on paper.

Dajuan J., Grade 7, “Visible Fruits,” Oil 
Pastels on paper.

Naomi W., Grade 7, “Pixel 
Food,” Oil Pastels on paper.

Adam M., Grade 7, 
“November Decor,” 
Oil Pastels on paper.

Alex A., Grade 7, 
“Lighthouse in the 
Evening,” Oil Pas-
tels on paper.

Aubrey M., Grade 
7, “Someday A 
Lawyer,” Graphic 
Markers on paper.

Evelyn R-G., Grade 8, “The Sun,” 
Acrylic on paper.

Evelyn R-G, Grade 8, “Purple Rain-
bow,” Acrylic on canvas.

Rachel C., Grade 8, “Through the 
looking glass,” Acrylic on paper.

Cooper V., Grade 8, “Green,” 
Acrylic on canvas.

Estella H., Grade 8, “1970s,” Acrylic 
on canvas.

Rachel C., Grade 8, 
“Highway to Nowhere,”

Annette B., Grade 8, “Kiwis,” Acryl-
ic on canvas.

Desa S., Grade 6, “Fancy Fall,” Oil Pastels 
on paper.

Anaya R., Grade 7, “Its beginning to look 
a lot like Christmas,” Oil Pastels on paper.

Aman R., Grade 8, “The Season of 
Giving,” Acrylic on canvas.

Adam M., Grade 7, “Advanced Aviation,” 
Colored Pencils on paper.

Anna K., Grade 6, “Gold with Pink 
Blankets,” Oil Pastels on paper.

Cooper V., Grade 8, “Art-to-
ber,” Acrylic on canvas.

Nichelle D-B., Grade 6, “Cozy Cof-
fee Table,” Oil Pastels on paper.

Noemi H., Grade 6, “Coziness and 
Contentment,” Oil Pastels on paper.

Gemma P., Grade 8, “Fall Vanity,” 
Oil Pastels on paper.

Nyla W., Grade 7, “Big Sounds,” 
Oil Pastels on paper.

Ella E., Grade 8, “The Harvest 
from the Cold Winter,” Oil Pas-
tels on paper.

Eleanor W., Grade 7, “The Fruit 
Basket,” Oil Pastels on paper.

Samantha J., Grade 7, “A day in the life 
of a Musician,” Oil Pastels on paper.

Samuel T., Grade 8, “Tart and 
Sweet,” Acrylic on canvas.

Rose K., Grade 6, “Totally Random 
Likes,” Oil Pastels on paper.

Zoe C., Grade 7, “Music in the 
Art Room,” Oil Pastels on paper.
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Children’s and Teens’ Gazette

Hopkins 
House Junior 
K-Prep class
Teacher’s:
Agnes Agyemang
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

2729 King St, Alexandria, VA 22302 

703.836.8838 WoodbineRehab.com � �

Top Rated Skilled 
Nursing Care

Providing short-term rehabilitation services for a return home after surgery 
or hospital stay, memory care, long-term care and skilled respite care.

We are proud to be Alexandria’s 
leading skilled nursing facility with 

a 50-year tradition of excellence!

Renovations 
Underway!

2020

Stroke Recovery

Ventilator Care

Cardiopulmonary Care

Wound Care

Chronic Kidney 
Disease Management 

Palliative & Hospice Services

Urgent Skilled Nursing for 
Emergency Skilled Respite Care

Woodbine Specialty Programs 

Sign up for
Sign up for
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Children’s Gazette
Hopkins House McNeil 
Preschool Academy Teacher: Doris Otu
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Children’s and Teens’ Gazette

K-Prep class at Hopkins House McNeil Preschool Academy Teacher: Emely Benitez
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WEDNESDAYS THROUGH  
SATURDAYS
Tours Aboard Tall Ship Providence 

and Sen. John Warner Maritime 
Heritage Center. 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. At Alexandria’s Waterfront 
Park, 1A Prince Street, Alexandria. 
Guests of all ages are recruited 
into the Continental Navy aboard 
Tall Ship Providence with leg-
endary Captain John Paul Jones. 
Recruits are assigned jobs on the 
ship, learn where they will work 
and live, how to load a cannon, 
etc... Tours conclude in the Naval 
History Theatre with a film about 
the ship. The Heritage center is a 
floating museum on the Alexan-
dria waterfront. Visit https://tall-
shipprovidence.org/

NOW THRU JAN. 7
National Treasures | Leanne Fink. 

At The Athenaeum, 201 Prince 
Street, Alexandria. National Trea-
sures is a collection of oil and cold 
wax paintings by Leanne Fink that 
pays homage to the grandeur of 
America’s National Parks. Inspired 
by the beauty of the natural 
world, Leanne is known for her 
visually dynamic landscapes. 
The Athenaeum Gallery is open 
Thursday to Sunday from 12 p.m. 
to 4 p.m.

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA
“Breakfast with Santa” will 

take place every weekend in 
December, from 8:00 a.m. to 
10:00 a.m. in three locations in 
Alexandria:

Joe Theismann’s Restaurant
Mia’s Italian Kitchen
Ada’s on the River
Tickets range from $0-$65 and 

include a hearty and festive break-
fast feast that will delight your 
taste buds. Children will receive 
take-home treats to continue 
the holiday spirit at home, while 
adults can indulge in some cele-
bratory Prosecco.

Tickets can be purchased here: 
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/
breakfast-with-santa-in-old-town-
alexandria-by-arp-1039279

SUNDAY/DEC. 31
First Night Alexandria. In locations 

around Old Town Alexandria. 
First Night Alexandria, known as 
the largest family-friendly and 

affordable New Year’s Eve festival 
of music and more event in the 
region, returns with its day into 
night of celebration showcasing 
performing arts throughout Old 
Town. The annual event (in its 
29th year) will feature a variety 
of activities, activations, dance 
parties, live music and more. 
The festivities kick off at 2:00 
p.m. and conclude at midnight as 
thousands welcome in the New 
Year. 

A tradition that started in 1994, First 
Night Alexandria has become a 
staple in the region to bring in the 
New Year as an affordable event 
filled with a lineup of entertain-
ment and activities. Proceeds from 
the event supports Alexandria’s 
middle and high school students’ 
activities with a musical back-
ground in choir, orchestra, and 
band.

New this Year:
Twilight Fireworks - This year’s 

celebration will feature a twilight 
fireworks display at 6 p.m. on 
Alexandria’s waterfront geared 

to families who want to enjoy the 
show with their kids and loved 
ones. First Night Alexandria will 
also still host an abbreviated 
encore display of the New Year’s 
fireworks at midnight on the 
waterfront.

 
Fun Hunt - Add adventure, explora-

tion, and education to the last day 
of the year! After 5 years, the Fun 
Hunt returns with new ways to 
enjoy an afternoon in Old Town 
Alexandria. Ticketed guests have 
the opportunity to turn a day of 
Fun and entertainment into poten-
tial prize winnings. The adventure 
concludes at the Block Party at 
Market Square just prior to the 
Twilight Fireworks.

 
Daytime Block Party – Join us at Mar-

ket Square from 4 – 6 p.m. for a 
time of music, a “Cool Happy New 
Year” demonstration and special 
fun just prior to the new Twilight 
fireworks display.

 For more information visit www.
firstnightalexandria.org.

First Night Alexandria takes place on Sunday, Dec. 31, 2023 in Old Town Alexandria.

Visions of Resilience: Art for Climate Justice can be seen at Del Ray 
Artisans Jan. 5-27, 2024.

Entertainment

Alexandria resident Douglas Goist, right, poses for a photo 
with members of the US National Blind Hockey Team Dec. 19 
at the White House.

Alexandria’s Douglas Goist tends goal as part of an exhibition 
by the US National Blind Hockey Team Dec. 19 at the White 
House.

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

With the White House 
as the backdrop, Al-
exandria resident 

Douglas Goist demonstrated 
his goaltending skills at an ice 
rink installed by President Joe 
Biden and First 
Lady Jill Biden 
as part of an 
exhibition by 
the US National 
Blind Hockey 
Team Dec. 19.

“This is a 
great opportu-
nity for athletes 
of all abilities to 
come together 
and enjoy being 
on the ice,” said 
Goist, who has been the goal-
ie on the US team since it was 
formed in 2018.

The rink is the first to be in-
stalled on the South Lawn in 

43 years. First Lady Jill Biden 
officially opened the temporary 
50-by-70-foot rink Nov. 29. It 
will operate by invitation only 
throughout December.

Area schoolchildren and chil-
dren from families with service 
members, frontline workers, 
first responders and teachers 
are among those who have been 
invited to skate.

The National Hockey League 
and the NHL Players Asso-
ciation has provided lessons 
through their “Learn to Play/

Learn to Skate” 
program, which 
provides first-
time partici-
pants with free 
e q u i p m e n t , 
weekly sessions 
and coaching.

Goist and 
his teammates 
skated along-
side special 
needs athletes, 
including deaf 

players and those in wheel-
chairs, who used sleds on the 
ice.

“It was a great experience to 
be here tonight,” Goist said.

Frozen Fun
White House 
ice rink hosts 
local athletes.

“This is a great 
opportunity for 
athletes of all 
abilities.”

— Douglas Goist 
of the US National 

Blind Hockey Team
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WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

www.AlexandriaGazette.com

Twitter @AlexGazette

An independent, locally owned weekly 
newspaper delivered

to homes and businesses. 
Published by

Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to 
your email box. Go to 

connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe
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Charles Barrett Elementary

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As a longtime married man, I can speak to the various 
responsibilities that one another has to help nurture/main-
tain the framework that “Keeps Hope Alive,” to invoke 
Jesse Jackson – out of context, that any relationship needs 
to thrive. For my wife Dina and I, as it pertains to the 
subject matter at hand/inner workings of our marriage, 
one very clear delineation exists: Dina handles the social, 
I handle the business/money. Sometimes however, the 
twain can be on different twacks (as my later father would 
always joke), even with the best of intentions. Getting 
the tracks to coalesce into one takes patience, courage, 
conviction, and most importantly, accommodation.

And it was in this context that I prepare you readers 
for something specifically to do with yours truly. What I 
am about to divulge is/was 100% my fault. Being respon-
sible for the business/money side of the marriage means 
that I am expected to be organized concerning how much 
money is coming in, and most importantly, how much is 
going out, and moreover, when pay or play options are 
feasible/prudent. Meaning, I know how much money is 
due when certain relatively important bills arrive. In addi-
tion to the monthly recurring obligations, this also means 
I’m to be aware of the ones due less frequently (quarterly, 
semiannually, and of course, annually). And then there’s 
other category of bills which require not so much 
payment as they do require a renewal. The renewal that I 
refer to now is for our health insurance, a special health 
insurance that because of means and/or seriousness of 
condition (cancer qualifies) enables me to not incur any 
costs for drugs, co-pays, co-insurance et cetera. As you 
might imagine for a cancer patient nearing his 15th year 
under the proverbial gun so to speak, there are regular/re-
curring costs associated with my care and now is no time 
to decide care options based on money/ability to pay, 
instead of what the doctor recommends. Simply stated: 
my life might very well be at stake, certainly it might be at 
risk. And yet, this is exactly what I did. I completely forgot 
to submit our annual renewal due Sept 1-ish for an Oct. 
1-ish restart date. It didn’t hit me until I went to check in 
with the receptionist for the PET scan, I had scheduled for 
Nov. 27 that I was told I had a co-pay due. (The other part 
of this story being the anxiety about the results and all I 
wrote about in the column entitled: “Uncertainty.”) “Co-
pay due? I just signed up for this in September,” I said. 
That’s when I was told that my plan had expired in Sept. 
because I hadn’t renewed it for the ’23-’24 year. I was 
off by three months or so. I totally missed the deadline. 
I don’t begrudge the health insurance for not reminding 
me. Nor do I think Dina should have said something. This 
was on me, totally. There’s no more important business 
in a family than its health insurance, particularly when 
one of its payors/covered individuals has been diagnosed 
originally with “terminal” cancer. I mean cancer is not ex-
actly the kind of thing that goes away on its own. Often, 
when it goes away, it takes the patient with it.

Moreover, as a former insurance broker, I am aware of 
the costs and consequences of neglecting one’s insurance 
responsibilities. And if one is not an experienced agent as 
I was, there’s plenty of news stories and articles available 
online about devastating decisions that some families 
have had to make between rent, food, and buying drugs 
needed to keep them alive. And when the receptionist 
advised me of my plan’s expiration (or my participation in 
it, I should say), it was the furthest thing from my mind. I 
was not thinking at all about having to renew/re-apply at 
all. Not that I thought for second that it was an automatic 
self-renewing kind of coverage(I knew it wasn’t). It was 
just as we used to say in the back yard, whiffle bat in 
hand after missing the whiffle ball: “a complete whiff.”

It’s not exactly a total disaster, I/we still have health 
insurance, And I can re-apply for this special plan at 
any time; I will just have incurred unnecessary expenses 
in the interim. Hopefully, there won’t be too many 
cancer-related decisions that cost us money until I’m able 
to re-qualify (it’s hardly guaranteed). I just hope that Dina 
stays in her lane and doesn’t veer from the social lane 
into my business lane. I never really planned it this way. 
I tried in the early days of our marriage to never make 
the decisions without consulting the manual (my wife). 
However, over time and over wrought, it became clear to 
me that since she was minding her business, I should be 
minding mine, except her business was social; mine was 
business – with some potential real world consequences, 
unfortunately.

A Complete 
Whiff

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

Students and staff at Charles Barrett Ele-
mentary School celebrated the school’s 
80th anniversary with the planting of a 

willow oak tree donated by the North Ridge 
Citizens’ Association’s Tree Canopy Program.

“We are celebrating the 80th anniversary 
of our school’s history by planting a willow 
tree donated by North Ridge Citizens Asso-
ciation,” said Charles Barrett principal Loren 
Brody. “We are planting seeds for a bright 
future together and also recognizing all the 
people in our school community who have 
contributed so much to our school to make 

Charles Barrett 
Celebrates 80 Years
Tree planting 
ceremony highlights 
school history.

ACPS superintendent Melanie Kay-Wyatt, left, stands with 
Charles Barrett Elementary School students and staff in front 
of the newly planted willow oak tree Oct. 25 to celebrate the 
school’s 80th anniversary.

it the loving, caring 
place that it is.”

In addition to 
Brody, the Oct. 25 
ceremony featured 
Charles Barrett As-
sistant principal 
Marcella Ahern, Al-
exandria City Pub-
lic Schools Super-
intendent Melanie 
Kay-Wyatt, School 
Board Member Ash-
ley Simpson Baird 
and members of the 
Charles Barrett PTA, 
including President 
Carrie Lewis.

The school’s Fifth 
Grade Student Am-
bassadors and Pre-
mier Panda and Grow-
ing Stronger Award Recipients from all grade 
levels were also featured in the celebration.

The elementary school, home to 550 stu-
dents and 90 staff members, is named after 
Major General Charles Dodson Barrett of the 
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Tommy Walsh, 9, 4th, Alexan-
dria, Landscape, Acrylic and 
liquid watercolor.

Steven Hernandez Berrios, 10, 
4th, Alexandria, Landscape, 
Acrylic and liquid watercolor.

Jake LaFratta, 7, 1st, Alexandria, 
Circle and Lines, Black Crayons 
and Tempera paint.

Max Hohman, 11, 5th, 
Alexandria, Warhol In-
spired Flowers, Collage, 
Oil Pastel and Crayons.

Alex Keplinger, 10, 5th, Land-
scape, Acrylic and Watercolor.

Matthew Guevara Gomez, 7, 2nd, 
Alexandria, Circles and Lines.

Jaquan Wyche, 10, 5th, Alex-
andria, Landscape, Acrylic and 
Liquid Watercolor.

Saad Seman, 10, 5th, Alexan-
dria, Firewolf, Collage.

Colin Redican, 10, 5th, Alexandria, Arma-
dillo, Collage | Charles Barrett Elementa-
ry, Alexandria City,  Ellen Pattisall,  Visual 
Art Teacher.

Evie Anderson, 10, 5th, Alexandria, Desert 
Landscape, Acrylic and liquid watercolor.

Annelynn Dahlstrom, 10, 5th, Alexandria, 
Fox, Collage.

Ellie Landres, 9, 4th, Alex-
andria, Fall Tree, Collage 
and Crayons.

Payton Hambrick, 9, 4th, 
Alexandria, Fall Tree, Col-
lage and Crayon | Charles 
Barrett Elementary, Alex-
andria City,  Ellen Pattis-
all,  Visual Art Teacher.

Lyle Vogel, 
8, 3rd, Alex-
andria,  Fall 
Tree, Collage 
and Crayon | 
Charles Barrett 
Elementary, 
Alexandria City,  
Ellen Pattis-
all,  Visual Art 
Teacher

Allan Cordova Santos, 
6, K, Alexandria, Fall 
Tree, Tempera Paint

U.S. Marine Corps, an Alexandrian who was 
killed in the South Pacific on Oct. 8, 1943. 
The original school was built in 1943 as a 
temporary prefab followed by a red brick 
building in 1949.
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LEADERSHIP Maureen McEnearney Dunn, President ∙ Dave Hawkins, EVP ∙ David Howell, Chief Information Officer ∙ Peter Pejacsevich, 
Chief Operating Officer ∙ Scott Buzzelli, Chief Strategy Officer ∙ Michael Day, EVP & Managing Broker ∙ Jeanne Choi, Chief Marketing 
Officer ∙ Deniz Artemel, VP, Professional Development ∙ Kate Jensen, Director of Operations ∙ Stephanie Hrutkay, Director of Digital 
Resources RESIDENTIAL AGENTS Selena Alexander ∙ Paul Anderson ∙ Susan Anthony ∙ James Arnold ∙ Robin Arnold ∙ Lori Bardo  
Mason Montague Bavin ∙ Babs Beckwith ∙ Margaret Benghauser ∙ Lauren Bishop ∙ Sarah Bobbin ∙ Vici Boguess ∙ Bretta Bombac ∙ Virginia 
Brockton ∙ Clay Burke ∙ Julian Burke II ∙ Heidi Burkhardt ∙ Jodie Burns ∙ Jeff Cann ∙ Chris Carrigan ∙ Alison Christmas ∙ Cindy Clemmer 
Colleen Coopersmith ∙ Barbara Cousens ∙ Susan Craft ∙ Donna Cramer ∙ Kate Crawley ∙ Kristy Crombie ∙ Katie Crouch ∙ Peter Crouch  
Pat Crusenberry ∙ Tammi Curran ∙ Danielle DelToro ∙ Courtney DeVries ∙ Susan Dickerson ∙ Ann Duff ∙ Darlene Duffett ∙ Kate Duffy ∙ Tracy 
Dunn ∙ Kimberly Fazio ∙ Sue Feinthel ∙ Rhonda Folkestad ∙ Jamie Gallagher ∙ Sandra Gehring ∙ Rochelle Gray ∙ Richard Griswold III ∙ Lisa 
Groover ∙ Sally Harper ∙ Shagufta Hasan ∙ Chris Hayes ∙ Annette Hinaman ∙ Jillian Keck Hogan ∙ Wayne Holland ∙ Deborah Huber ∙ Charles 
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King ∙ Sue Kovalsky ∙ Nancy Lacey ∙ Sheryl Lambson ∙ Joseph Lynch ∙ Hannah Lynn ∙ Margot Lynn ∙ Patrick Lynn ∙ Micki MacNaughton  
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Christine Robinson ∙ Christopher Robinson ∙ Melissa Rosario ∙ Wendy Santantonio ∙ Charlene Schaper ∙ Nada Seide ∙ Sallie Seiy ∙ Casey 
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During the holiday season, our thoughts turn gratefully to our communities and to our clients.
From our family to yours, we hope your holidays are filled with warmth and cheer.

WISHES YOU A

McENEARNEY ASSOCIATES

HOLIDAY SEASON AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR 




