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Dianne Van Volkenburg donates a portion of each sale to the Great Falls Community and Embry Rucker Community Shelter

9841 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066
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What’s
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Home

Worth?

Work with the #1 Realtor Joe Trippi, Justin Scango,
Twee Ramos and Susan Canis

Spring Market is Hot!

Great Falls                        $3,100,000 Reston                        $1,399,000

Great Falls    $1,599,000McLean                        $2,799,000
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 NEW COMMUNITY

The Manors at Still Pond
Collection homes revised and reimagined 

for today’s lifestyles with exciting new 

spaces and elevations exemplifies 

exceptional design and attention to detail. 

With 4 models to choose from: Evanton, 

Winthrop, Vincent & Wyndham.

ELEVATOR

ELEVATOR

 QUIET CUL-DE-SAC

  COMPLETELY RENOVATED

ELEVATOR

     C
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News

See More Asian Festival, Page 10, 11

Fairfax City Festival Celebrates All Things Asian

The Choy Wun Lion Dance Troupe entertains in Old Town Square.
Members of the Choy Wun Lion Dance Troupe carry what’ll become a large dragon 
down University Drive.

The huge throng on Main Street during Fairfax City’s annual Asian Festival.  

The fourth annual Asian Festival on 
Main was May 19 in Fairfax City. 
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News Analysis

See Act Now, Page 13

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

T
he Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors appointed Kevin Davis 
as the county’s chief of police 
on April 23, 2021. According to 

the 13-page report, “Next Steps on Police 
Reform in Fairfax County, May 12, 2024,” 
by members of the County’s Police Reform 
Matrix Working Group, the Fairfax County 
Police Department has displayed adverse 
reactions to requests for community co-pro-
duction on policy revisions, refused to share 
information concerning its studies, and wit-
nessed an increase in its use of force, pri-
marily against people of color.

Also, “a dramatic rise in police shootings 
[in Fairfax County] over our ten-year aver-
age is cause for concern and warrants reflec-
tive conversation about the sanctity of life,” 
said Dr. Vernon C. Walton, senior pastor at 
First Baptist Church of Vienna and one of 
ten members of the county’s Matrix Work-
ing Group. Walton said this one year earlier, 
on May 16, 2023, when he and one of his 
colleagues on Matrix Woking Group, Phillip 
A. Niedzielski-Eichner, convener of the Ma-
trix Working Group, presented the group’s 
45-page “Community Recommendations for 
More Equitable Policing in Fairfax County: 
an Action Plan” (Action Plan 2023) to the 
Board at its Safety and Security Committee 
Meeting. The Action Plan 2023 included 52 
recommendations for FCPD to the Board. 
Less than two years after the Board appoint-
ed Davis as the county’s police chief, it as-

signed the Matrix Working 
Group’s ten members to au-
thor and present a report.

Diane Burkley Alejandro, 
Sadaf Atashbarghi-Nehr, 
Prince Howard, Mary 
Kimm, Adrian Steel, and 
Vernon Walton collaborated 
and authored the compre-
hensive Next Steps 2024. 
Burkley Alejandro promptly 
submitted it to the Board 
and others on the same 
day, and the Connection re-
ceived a copy. They remain 
dedicated to the equity-fo-
cused action plan of the 
Matrix Working Group.

Three of the five individu-
als who authored Next Steps 2024  —Diane 
Burkley Alejandro, Atashbarghi-Nehr, and 
Pastor Walton — represent ACLU People 
Power Fairfax, Fairfax NAACP, and Voices of 
Black Fairfax. The other two, Mary Kimm 
and Adrian Steel have been actively involved 
in various county police reform committees 
and groups for the past decade, contribut-
ing to the creation of several critical police 
reform documents and studies presented to 
the board.

What Are ‘Next Steps 2024,’ in 13 pages?
First, Next Steps 2024 begins with a de-

tailed background on the national scene 
and its impact on Fairfax County. The 
murder of George Floyd, a Black man, by 
a white Minneapolis police officer in May 

2020 sparked nationwide 
outrage and protests, but 
the impact on Fairfax Coun-
ty was significant because it 
“energized Fairfax residents 
to seek holistic reform of 
local law enforcement,” ac-
cording to the report.

Additional background 
material describes an un-
cooperative culture in the 
FCPD as recently as 2023. 

For example, when the Matrix Working 
Group requested co-production with FCPD 
on the 52 recommendations in their Action 
Plan 2023 before the agency formally re-
sponded, FCPD refused. 

The Working Group requested co-produc-
tion again, with a foot pursuit policy. FCPD 
denied them, as the agency did a third time 
when the group asked for co-production on 
a proposed change to the “proportionality” 
standard governing the use of force pol-
icy. Ed Roessler Jr., Fairfax County’s police 
chief from 2013 to 2021, coined the word 
“co-production,” which in this case meant 
“community-FCPD engagement to under-
stand each other’s concerns with a policing 
practice, with the goal of reaching a consen-
sus through redrafting and compromise.” 

The Working Group then requested access 
to given FCPD studies; however, the agency 
denied their request and advised them to go 
through the Freedom of Information Act.

In Next Steps 2024, the authors recom-
mended that the Board of Supervisors take 
immediate action on six of the 52 Working 
Group recommendations with the “great-
est potential to increase trust, preserve the 
sanctity of life, and reduce disparity.” They 
urged the Board to take “action on issues 
that are ripe for resolution and referral to 
the One Fairfax Roundtable on matters that 
could benefit from further study.”

Next Steps 2024 provides the board with 
a clear plan.

It concisely summarizes the six recom-
mended steps, downsized from the group’s 
45-page Action Plan 2023. The six steps 
describe recommendations for Board action 
and first steps for the recently formed One 
Fairfax Roundtable. Reportedly, the Round-
table convened for the first time in April of 
this year. No record of its meetings and ac-
tions appears to be available online.

The six next steps proposed by the Matrix 
Working Group: “1. Evaluate and Improve 
Current Civilian Oversight of Police; 2. Clar-

Increase Trust, Preserve Sanctity of Life, 
Reduce Disparity.

County Supervisors Act Now

File photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection, June 10, 2020
Fairfax County residents protest the death of a Black man, George Floyd, killed by a white Min-
neapolis police officer in May 2020, sparking protest for police reform inside the Fairfax County 
Police Department as well as across the nation. The sign the young Black boy carries says, “When I 
grow up I want to be an actor; not a hashtag.”

Screenshot from “Next Steps on Police Reform in Fairfax County,  
May 12, 2024,” by members of the County’s Police Reform Matrix  

Working Group 
Comparison of FCPD’s and RMWG’s ( Reform Matrix Working Group) 
Assessment of Progress of the 52 recommendations

Screenshot YouTube video, 
March 12, 2024, Fairfax 

County Safety and Securi-
ty Meeting

Chief Kevin Davis of the 
Fairfax County Police 
Department at the March 
12, 2024, Fairfax County 
Board of Supervisors, 
Public Safety and Securi-
ty Committee Meeting
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News Analysis

See Police Reform, Page 13

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

I
n the past year, the Fairfax Board of Su-
pervisors has yet to act on 51 of 52 po-
lice reform recommendations presented 
to them by County Supervisor Rodney 

Lusk’s board-appointed Fairfax County Po-
lice Reform Matrix Working Group in their 
May 12, 2023, report, “Community Recom-
mendations for More Equitable Policing in 
Fairfax County: A Proposed Action Plan. 

Seeing a lack of Board action in police 
reform over 12 months, the Matrix Work-
ing Group followed up with a 15-page 
report, “Recommendations to the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors, Next Steps 
in Police Reform.”

The members of the Fairfax County Police 
Reform Matrix Working Group remain com-
mitted in 2024 to updating of Fairfax Coun-
ty Police Department policies, although the 
group is no longer a formal county entity. 
The Matrix Working Group continues to 
engage with the Board of Supervisors and 
attempts to engage with the Fairfax County 
Police Department on an ad hoc basis, par-
ticularly on reform recommendations that 
deal with the proportionality in the use of 
force; foot pursuits, civilian review; expan-
sion of behavioral health care resources, 
efficacy and disparity analyses, and deadly 
policing practices that target communities 
of color and individuals experiencing men-
tal health crises. 

However, the Matrix Working Group is 
essentially locked out of further discussions 
with the FCPD, as evidenced by the de-
partment’s repeated denials of the group’s 
requests for co-production on policy devel-
opment as well as requests for information 
and documents, instructing them to file 
Freedom of Information Act requests in-
stead. FOIAs can come with a bill for re-
search time and copies; documents can be 
refused or redacted.

The recommended policies proposed by 

the Matrix Working Group in Action 
Plan 2023 and revisited in a condensed 
roadmap-form in Next Steps 2024, aim 
to increase trust, ensure data and infor-
mation transparency, create co-produc-
tion opportunities, hold police officers 
and the Fairfax County Police Depart-
ment accountable, and push for access 
to documentation. Next Steps 2024 
cites disagreement with Chief Davis’ 
belief that the newly established One 
Fairfax Roundtable can replace co-pro-
duction. Next Steps 2024 explains that 
the One Fairfax Roundtable lacks the 
necessary tools and design to offer sig-
nificant guidance on police policies and 
practices and it is not designed to do so.

The Matrix Working Group based 
many of its 52 recommendations pub-
lished May 12, 2023, on FCPD policing 
incidents since 2021, categorized into 
eight subsets. FCPD reports indicated 
that there had been eight police shoot-
ings in the prior 15 months, six in 2022, 
and two in 2023, as stated Community 
Recommendations for More Equitable 
Policing in Fairfax County: A Proposed 
Action Plan by the Police Reform Matrix 
Working Group, May 12, 2023 (Matrix 
Working Group Recommendations 2023).

“There have been three deaths caused by 
Fairfax police in the past nine months, the 
most recent involving a February 2023 foot 
pursuit of an unarmed Black man, Timothy 
Johnson, who allegedly stole a pair of sun-
glasses at Tysons. Another death occurred 
on April 5, 2023, of a kidnapping victim 
where a FCPD canine officer came to the 
assistance of the Virginia State Police, al-
though it is unclear who fired the fatal 
shot,” reported Matrix Working Group Rec-
ommendations 2023. 

The day before the Matrix Working dat-
ed and published its recommendations, on 
May 11, 2023, Fairfax County Police fatally 
shot Brandon Lemagne, 38, after Lemagne 
attacked and attempted to disarm another 

Fairfax County police officer in Mount Ver-
non. The average for officer-involved shoot-
ings for the prior 10 years was 1.5 annually, 
according to the Message from Chief Davis, 
Chief of Police. 

Recommended policies are new or clarifi-
cations of existing ones, such as: a policy on 
the use of force and proportionality; point-
ing a firearm with further clarifications or 
appropriateness; and others. 

In 2020, the Chair of the Board of Supervi-
sors Safety and Security Committee, Super-
visor Rodney Lusk (Franconia) had sought 
community input on necessary reforms 
for the Fairfax County Police Department 
(FCPD). The committee ultimately received 
315 practice and policy recommendations 
from the community. These recommenda-

tions, compiled into a matrix, are available 
for online viewing at FCPD and BOS Police 
Reform Tracker. This is the source of the Ma-
trix Working Group’s 52 recommendations 
to the Board of Supervisors, ripe for impact-
ful implementation.

According to Next Steps 2024, six rec-
ommendations are immediately pressing: 
“Evaluate and Improve Current Civilian 
Oversight of Police; Clarify the Roles of the 
One Fairfax Roundtable and FCPD-commu-
nity Co-production to Expand Engagement 
with Communities of Color; Expand Re-
sources and the Role of Behavioral Health 
to Reduce Low Level Offenses; Measure 
and Assess Progress on Police Reform; Re-

Inaction by Supervisors compounded by 
FCPD stalling on life-saving measures.

Police Reform Recommendations Sit on a Shelf

Screenshot via OIS:5.11.23 Full BWC Release Video
FCPD policies in action, proportionality standard governing authorized use of force 
and foot pursuit policy: On May 11, 2023, a Fairfax County Police officer on foot 
draws his weapon as he sees the FCPD SUV with a kidnapped FCPD officer trapped 
inside with the driver as the vehicle speeds backward out of the gas station parking 
lot; the driver’s door is open.

Screenshot via OIS:5.11.23 Full BWC Release Video, not included at press conference
FCPD policies in action, proportionality standard governing authorized use of force 
Body Worn Camera (BWC): Officer #4- At (10:14/11:28) Lemagne is on his back; 
legs down. Officer Kenyatta Momon has the barrel of his gun farther down. Three 
additional pops are heard between 10:13 and 10:14. Blood and wound visible on 
Lemagne’s temple. Leamagne is fatally wounded.

Screenshot
Partial comparison of FCPD’s and the Matrix Working Group’s assessments of progress on 
police reform recommendations.
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News

See Robertson, Page 8

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

N
early a year has passed since 
Aaron James Anthony Robertson 
beat Fairfax City resident Luis 
Barahona Reyes within an inch 

of his life. And when Robertson realized his 
victim was still breathing, he finished the job. 

He was arrested the next month; and 
two months later, he gave the police an 
unsolicited confession. Jurors watched a 
one-hour video of it during Robertson’s 
May 6-8 trial in Fairfax County Circuit 
Court. On May 9, they found him guilty of 
second-degree murder.

The offense took place June 9-10, 2023, 
behind a building under construction at 
9715 Fairfax Blvd. in Fairfax City. What made 
this crime so chilling was its sheer brutality, 
plus the facts that the victim, 49, was a to-
tal stranger to Robertson and much smaller 
than his 6-foot-4, 230-pound attacker. 

City Police Det. Joe Pitt-
man testified that, after see-
ing footage from surveillance 
cameras at both the Wawa and 
7-Eleven near the crime scene, 
police identified Robertson, 
30, as the suspect. Pittman 
also obtained a video showing 
both men riding on a City CUE 
bus, June 9, just after 11 p.m., 
before both exited at Draper 
Drive, some 350 yards from 
where Barahona Reyes’s body 
was found the next morning.

Robertson had no fixed address; but on 
June 11, police searched his room at a Fair 
Oaks hotel where he often stayed with his 
girlfriend. There, they seized the victim’s 
shoes. “The top and side of the right shoe 
was covered with blood,” said Pittman. “And 
a DNA examination identified it as belong-
ing to Barahona Reyes.” 

Police continued investigating, talking to 
people in the vicinity of the crime scene, and 
eventually built a timeline of both men’s 
whereabouts on June 9. On July 6, police 
arrested Robertson on a second-degree mur-
der charge – which was later increased to 
first-degree murder.

Then, on Sept. 12 – with permission from 

his attorney, Mike Sprano – 
Robertson asked Pittman to 
come to the jail and speak 
with him. The next day, after 
being advised of his Miran-
da rights, Robertson spoke to 
Pittman and Det. John Farrell 
while being videotaped. And 
he described in graphic detail 
how he killed Barahona Reyes.

Robertson said he’d gotten 
into an argument with his fi-
ancé on June 9, and she pep-

per-sprayed him, so he packed his things 
and left. “And from that morning, I was 
drinking that whole day, two to four beers at 
a time,” he said. “That night, I was drinking 
near Wawa [directly across the street from 
the murder scene] and didn’t know where 
I’d go stay that night.”

When he got off the bus, said Robertson, 
a man [Barahona Reyes] was whistling be-
hind him, but he kept walking. “He said, 
‘Hey,’ and was speaking in Spanish,” said 
Robertson. “He seemed like he needed help 
getting home.” But then, said Robertson, 
“He [allegedly] said, ‘Me and you go back 
there’ and he pointed behind a building and 
[reportedly] said, ‘Sex; I give you money.’”

“So I got upset,” said Robertson. “We 

walked across the street, behind the build-
ing, and I put my bags down. I knocked him 
out and he hit his head hard. I took his beer 
and poured it over him and walked away. 
But I thought I should check on this dude.”

Robertson said he returned, asked Bara-
hona Reyes if he was all right and told him 
he wasn’t gay. “He said something in Span-
ish, stood up near the wall, went in his pock-
et and got a small knife and lunged toward 
me,” said Robertson. “I told him to back up, 
but he lunged again.”

And although Robertson said he was 
“scared and nervous” when he saw the pock-
etknife, he also described it as the kind a 
“grandfather” would carry. He then said he 
easily disarmed the much-smaller man and 
attacked him again.

“I hit him, knocked him down, took the 
knife out of his hand and started choking 
him,” said Robertson. “I hit his head on the 
ground and kicked his head with my right 
foot. He stands up, but I kicked his butt and 
he fell over.”

Next, Robertson told how he picked up 
a nearby brick – which the prosecutor said 
was actually a rock – and hit Barahona Reyes 
with it. And when it broke, he got another 

Robertson

Brutally beat and 
stabbed Fairfax man 
to death.

Robertson Found Guilty of Second-Degree Murder

See Barahona Reyes, Page 8

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

To the general public and Fairfax 
County’s legal system, Luis Barahona 
Reyes is simply known as the victim 

of a brutal murder that happened last spring 
in Fairfax City. But he was also somebody’s 
brother, somebody’s uncle and a loved and 
valued member of a large, close-knit family. 

“We have so many good memories of 
him talking and laughing, and he meant 
so much to each and every one of us,” said 
niece Rosibel Barahona. “And it’s so unfair 
for him to be gone in such a terrible way – 
for someone to just come out of nowhere 

Barahona Reyes remembered by his family as loving, supportive.

‘It’s So Unfair for Someone to Just Take His Life Like That’

and take his life like that.”
From May 6-8, Aaron Robertson – the 

man responsible for his death – stood trial in 
Circuit Court. And while it was difficult for 
Barahona Reyes’s family to hear the details 
of his murder, they showed up each day.

About a dozen of his relatives – includ-
ing two sisters, a brother, a cousin, a fam-
ily friend and several nieces and nephews 
– were in the courtroom. And since many 
didn’t speak English, they listened to the 
proceedings via a Spanish-language inter-
preter translating everything through spe-
cial equipment.

On May 9, the jurors found Robertson 
guilty of second-degree murder. And while 

waiting for them to return with that ver-
dict, three of Barahona Reyes’s family 
members spoke with The Connection out-
side the courtroom.

“He was an amazing human being and the 
best uncle I could ever ask for,” said Rosibel. 
She grew up with him in El Salvador and 
said Barahona Reyes, 49, came to the U.S. 
when he was 19 or 20.

“He worked hard as a busboy and dish-
washer in restaurants – most recently at the 
Indian Bombay Café [in Fairfax] – and saved 
his money to help my mom, an aunt and his 
four brothers and two sisters,” said Rosibel. 

Photo Courtesy of Rosibel Barahona
Luis Barahona Reyes
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From Page 7

one and continued battering the man. No-
ticing the victim was still breathing, Robert-
son said he then stabbed him with his own 
knife, aiming for his heart – and the medical 
examiner testified in court that Robertson 
succeeded in striking it.

“I know what I did, but I don’t know why,” 
said Robertson. “I was just focused on hurt-
ing this dude. I should have just told him, 
‘Get the hell out of my face.’” He also ex-
plained how he tried to cover up the mur-
der by getting rid of the victim’s belongings, 
throwing away his own blood-spattered shirt 
and discarding the knife in a sewer near his 
grandmother’s house in Maryland.

After killing Barahona Reyes, said Rob-
ertson, “I left my bags there, walked into 
the 7-Eleven and washed the blood off my 
hands. I walked back over there and didn’t 
know what to do. I never did nothing like 
that in my life; that wasn’t my intention. I 
got his arms and pulled him to the dump-
ster and covered him with cargo boxes and 
trash bags.”

During the trial, only the prosecution 
called witnesses to testify. The defense rest-
ed without calling anyone. Judge Michael 
Devine then gave instructions to the jury 
before the attorneys presented their clos-
ing arguments. He told them they could use 
their common sense in determining the de-
fendant’s guilt or innocence and said their 
verdict had to be unanimous. 

“You are the judges of the facts, the cred-
ibility of the witnesses and the weight of 
the evidence,” said Devine. He said Rob-
ertson was presumed innocent, unless they 
believed otherwise, beyond a reasonable 
doubt. He also explained the differences be-
tween first- and second-degree murder, vol-
untary manslaughter. 

For first-degree, the killing must be mali-
cious, willful, deliberate and premeditated. 
Second-degree lacks those last three ele-
ments. Devine also said malice may be in-
ferred by “cruel and callous acts against an-
other,” as well as by use of a deadly weapon.

Arguing for first-degree murder, Assistant 
Commonwealth’s Attorney Kaitlin Morgan 
said that, after Robertson first beat Baraho-

na Reyes unconscious, he left and returned 
two hours later to find the victim still on the 
ground. “He was bleeding heavily from his 
head and had to use the wall to stand up,” 
she told the jury. “You heard [Robertson] de-
scribe how he then committed each inten-
tional act. 

“He knew exactly what he was doing – 
and it was for no justifiable reason. This 
was an incapacitated victim that he brutally 
beat. [Barahona Reyes] had multiple, over-
lapping, blunt-force traumas to the head 
and was stabbed twice in the neck and three 
times in the chest. Robertson had no inju-
ries, except for a small cut to his face while 
he was trying to strangle the victim.”

Furthermore, said Morgan, Robertson 
told police that, after the murder, “He takes 
the rock he used to kill Luis, breaks it up 
and puts it with the other rocks. He gath-
ers up all the evidence of what he did, and 
anything that was the victim’s and throws 
it into the woods. The next day, he gets rid 
of the knife.”

Defense attorney Sprano called it “a ter-
rible crime committed by my client.” But he 

said Robertson felt bad about it and knew 
it was wrong. “Nothing he did is excusable, 
but he wanted to hurt [Barahona Reyes], not 
kill him,” said Sprano. “The knife triggered 
fear that turned into uncontrollable rage.”

But Morgan said the victim had no idea 
Robertson would attack him when they first 
went behind that building. “He was blind-
sided,” she said. And instead of later calling 
an ambulance to render aid to the badly in-
jured man – or simply walking away – Rob-
ertson returned to “finish the job.”

The jurors began deliberating on May 9. 
After 4-1/2 hours, the five men and sev-
en women found Robertson guilty of sec-
ond-degree murder. His sentencing is set for 
July 26, at which time he could receive any-
where from five to 40 years in prison.

Afterward, outside the courtroom, Bara-
hona Reyes’s niece, Neyda Barahona, was 
disappointed that it wasn’t deemed first-de-
gree murder. “I wanted him to spend the rest 
of his life in jail because I truly believe that, 
if he’s released, he’ll kill again,” she said. 
“He’ll be free someday, but I’ll never see my 
uncle again.”

Robertson Found Guilty of Second-Degree Murder

From Page 7

“He never married, so his nieces, nephews 
and I were his family. He was very giving 
and supportive and always there for us.”

She came to America at age 9 and had 
fond memories of her uncle taking her to 
the mall and on various outings and bring-
ing gifts to her and her cousins. Calling him 
fun-loving, she said he especially enjoyed 
vacations with the family in Ocean City and 
Virginia Beach. He also loved dancing and 
listening to music and hoped to one day vis-
it Spain.

“After he got his permanent U.S. residen-
cy, he was happy because he was able to 
travel back and forth to see his family in El 
Salvador,” said Rosibel. “He’d last visited in 
March 2023. He’d bought a lot there near 
the beach and planned to build a little house 
there someday, after retiring.”

Shortly before Barahona Reyes’s death, 
however, she said he “fell into a depression” 
because one of his brothers in El Salvador 
had recently passed away. The night her un-
cle died, said Rosibel, “He was lonely and 
had been drinking.”

When she learned of his death, she “didn’t 
want to believe it. I hoped it was a mistake. 
I kept calling his phone for a whole week. It 
took me a long time to accept it. We talked 
on the phone every week. It’s hit me very 
hard, because I’ve never had someone so 
close to me die. I always thought he’d be-
come an old man. He had goals and plans – 
so much ahead. So it’s heartbreaking to have 
your loved one go that way – tortured.”

Another niece, Neyda Barahona – who’d 
researched Robertson’s criminal history – 
stressed his previous arrests for domestic 
assault, plus his two counts of felony assault 
against a law-enforcement officer stemming 

Photo Courtesy of Rosibel Barahona
Brother and sister, Luis and Barbara Barahona Reyes.

from an incident at Fair Oaks 
Mall. Police charged Robertson 
with these offenses in Decem-
ber 2022; but at the time of the 
murder, he was free on super-
vised release. 

Furious at the legal system, 
Neyda said, “Fairfax Coun-
ty failed us because it’s so le-
nient on crime now.” Noting 
that Barahona Reyes’s middle 
name was Innocente – mean-
ing “innocent” in Spanish – she 
wondered if he would still be 
alive if, instead, Robertson had 
been behind bars on that fate-
ful June night. “His death was 
senseless,” she said. “My uncle 
lost his life for no reason, and 
I’m angry.”

Furthermore, she said, Bar-
ahona Reyes was a stylish 
dresser who cared about his 
appearance. “He was so hand-
some and always took pride in 
how he looked,” said Neyda. 
“But [Robertson] destroyed 
his face.”

Like her cousin Rosibel, she, 
too, was devastated by her un-
cle’s death. “I’ve never cried 
that hard in my life,” said Ney-
da. “He and my mom were the 
closest of all the siblings. My 
mom’s the youngest, and he 
was her older brother, always taking care 
of her.”

“One of the hardest parts of all this is see-
ing my mother’s pain,” she continued. “She 
grew up with him and was never as happy 
as when she was with her brother.  It’s sad 
that she’ll never be that happy again, and 

every family gathering isn’t the same with-
out him.”

Neyda said Barahona Reyes also helped 
her mom financially and played an import-
ant role in her own life. “I grew up without 
a father, so my uncle was the father figure 
I never had, and I loved him,” she said. 

“I’ve never seen him angry. He 
was the joy of our family, al-
ways happy and laughing, and 
would literally give you the 
shirt off his back. I’d give any-
thing to hear his laugh again – 
now it’s just a memory.”

Her mother, Barbara Bara-
hona Reyes, spoke about her 
brother Luis, as well, with Ros-
ibel translating for her. “I have 
many special memories since 
we were little kids, but also 
special memories of his last 
days, because we’d always find 
time to spend with each other,” 
said Barbara. “I was a single 
mother, and he protected me 
and gave me advice about how 
I could better my life.”

She said Luis was the brother 
she loved the most and felt the 
strongest connection to. “My 
mother died giving birth to me, 
and my father was very old by 
then, so he helped raise me,” 
explained Barbara. “When we 
were children, we were always 
together. And as we grew, I 
looked up to him. We planned 
to grow old and retire together 
in El Salvador.”

Since his tragic death, she said, 
“He lives in my heart. I wish I 
could turn time back. It hurts me 

very much that he’s not here anymore.”
As for her, said Rosibel, “I’ll always keep 

the good memories of him and the fun times 
alive, so he’ll keep living within us.”

“What’s helped us all go on is being united 
as a family,” added Neyda. “Being close to 
each other is being close to him.”

Barahona Reyes Remembered as Loving, Supportive
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IN GREAT FALLS

731-C WALKER RD.· GREAT FALLS, VA
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Visit

State Farm InsuranceRoundups 

Celebrate Pride 
Month in Fairfax City

The City of Fairfax and Mason (GMU) will 
host Fairfax Pride on Saturday, June 1, from 
5-7 p.m., in Old Town Hall, 3999 Universi-
ty Drive. It’s a free event open to everyone. 
There’ll be informational vendors from both 
Mason’s campus and Northern Virginia, plus 
children’s activities including facepainting, 
fairy hair and crafts. 

The fun begins at 5 p.m. with a perfor-
mance by the Mosaic Harmony community 
choir. Then at 5:30 p.m., attendees will be 
welcomed by both City and Mason represen-
tatives to commemorate the start of Pride 
Month. 

Later that evening, Coyote Grille at 10266 
Main St. is hosting a Pride Drag Show from 
9-11:30 p.m. Presented by The Palace, tick-
ets are $15, adults; $10, college students.

For a full list and further details about 
all the Pride events in the City throughout 
June, go to www.fairfaxva.gov/govern-
ment/parks-recreation/special-events/fair-
fax-pride.

High Side Hosts Tiny 
Beer Fest, June 9

High Side’s fourth annual Tiny Beer Fest 
2023 is slated for Sunday, June 9, from 1-5 
p.m., in the restaurant’s parking lot at 4009 
Chain Bridge Road in Fairfax City. On tap 

will be craft-beer tasting, cider, Asian street 
food, deejay music and a dad-joke contest. 

Besides being a fun way to relax with 
friends, the event will also raise money for 
a good cause, with 10 percent of the tick-
et proceeds being donated to Fairfax-based 
nonprofit Britepaths, which helps stabilize 
and support low-income, working families 
in the local area.

For more information and to purchase 
tickets, visit www.eventbrite.com/e/tiny-
beer-fest-2024-tickets-898719192297. Par-
ticipants in the dad-joke contest must reg-
ister for it in advance at https://forms.gle/
HAE55exHTayWA6Di7.

Car Seat 
Inspections 
on June 6

Parents may get their children’s car seats 
inspected on Thursday, June 6, from 5-8:30 
p.m., outside the Sully District Police Sta-
tion. It’s at 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in Chan-
tilly. Inspections are done on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Participants should install 
the child safety seat so the inspection can 
be performed. The seat will be properly 
re-installed, if necessary, and parents will be 
taught how to install the seat properly. Ev-
eryone is eligible. Another car-seat inspec-
tion is scheduled for June 20, at the same 
place and time.
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Asian Festival

Fairfax City Festival Celebrates All Things Asian
From Page 3

Julio and Audrey Romero sharing beef 
dumplings from Mom’s Momo.

Janet Lam with colorful croissant cre-
ations by Toimoi Bakery.

Liza Israni and son Brendon offer Filipino spring rolls and 
crispy pork belly.

Lani Figueroa offering pandan and mango cakes 
from Gwenie’s Pastries.

Serving a crispy, Thai street crepe with Nutella, 
bananas and strawberries is Taylor Pikhrondgam of 
Good Day Crepe.

Linh Nguyen dressed as Lady Truth from the vid-
eo game, Identity V. Vendor Saya Okayama with her Japanese origami artwork.

From left, Vian 
Nguyen and 
Monina Bantug 
serving up a pan-
dan ice cream 
cone from Toby’s 
Ice Cream.

Ann and Ali Laouin serving coconut water, sticky 
rice with mango and Thai iced tea.
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Asian Festival

On the Main Street stage with a dragon are members of Fairfax High’s Chinese Honor Society.

Representing nonprofit AALEAD (Asian American Leadership, Empowerment and Develop-
ment) are (from left) Eva and Sammy Braccia, Duy Nguyen, Hannah Cheyney, Diana Tran, 
Gio Qiao and Abdullah Jayed.

The Ho brothers, (from left) Hideyoshi, 2, and Takeshi, 
5, munched on mango, ube cookies and onigiri (chick-
en, rice and seaweed).

From left, Ben West and Sophia 
Mingo enjoy a beef empanada and 
Takoyaki (Japanese fried octopus 
balls), respectively.

Raising money for nonprofit Me&You, which helps the homeless, plus 
students and families in need, are (from left) Nina Ong and Samantha Vo. 

Photos By Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection
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News Analysis

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

D
uring the public comment portion 
of the Tuesday, May 21, Board of 
Supervisors meeting, Diane Burk-
ley Alejandro spoke on behalf of 

ACLU People Power Fairfax. She is also a 
member of the Fairfax County Police Reform 
Matrix Working Group. Adrian Steel, Alejan-
dro’s colleague on the Working Group, also 
commented. Each had three minutes.

Alejandro said that the Board of Super-
visors has yet to address 51 of the 52 po-
lice reform recommendations in the Matrix 
Working Group’s 2023 45-page report, Com-
munity Recommendations for More Equita-
ble Policing in Fairfax County: A Proposed 
Action Plan (Action Plan 2023), authored by 
the Police Reform Matrix Working Group.

She said that the Fairfax County Police 
Department (FCPD) had only “partially ad-
opted about 25 percent of the report’s rec-
ommendations. She questioned why it did 
not adopt policies for the use of force and 
data transparency. 

Alejandro said the only adopted recom-
mendation was to establish a permanent 
community advisory group on equity, the 
One Fairfax Roundtable, Chairman Jeff 
McKay’s brainchild.

“We do not need serial advisory commit-
tees rehashing these concerns. We need the 
board to act,” said Alejandro.

Alejandro directed the Board’s attention 
to a recent report, the 13-page Recommen-
dation to the Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors: Next Steps on Police Reform in Fair-
fax County, May 12, 2024,” which she had 
conveyed to them the same day, May 12.

“Last week, we [members of the Matrix 
Working Group] gave you a list of the six 
most pressing recommendations,” Alejan-
dro said to the Board. “First, we asked for 
more community involvement in police pol-
icy, not less. 

“Chief Davis is ending it instead,” Alejan-
dro said. She opined that Davis believes the 
Roundtable can achieve the same results as 
co-production with community members 
who had expertise in police reform, and 
questioned the learning curve members of 
the Roundtable would face.

“Do you really want the Roundtable to be-
come an expert in best practices on things 
like foot pursuits and probable cause? You 
won’t find that listed in its charter,” she said.

Alejandro addressed four assessment 
measures used by the Fairfax County Police 
Department. “If this is the country’s safest 
jurisdiction (of its size), then police stops 
and arrests should also be safer, and perfor-
mance measures can tell us that,” she said.

She said that the University of Texas at San 
Antonio discovered a discrepancy in FCPD’s 
use of force from 2018 onward. This prompt-
ed her to pose a rhetorical question to the 
Board: What steps had been taken to try to 

reduce the use of force? Alejandro’s findings 
suggested that FCPD should correct its flawed 
methodology and refrain from “lumping Lati-
no and white people together.” Researchers 
worldwide have abandoned the practice. 

“It is up to the Board to implement these 
changes,” Alejandro said, concluding her 
three-minute allowed speaking time.

Adrian Steel said that the Ad Hoc Police 
Practices Review Commission’s original in-
tention regarding civilian oversight in 2015 
was to structure it according to best practices 
of the National Association of Civilian Over-
sight of Law Enforcement. While they intend-
ed to revisit civilian oversight in three to five 
years, it did not happen in Fairfax County.

The Matrix Working Group suggested 
conducting a study comparing FCPD prac-
tices to established best practices, citing 
examples from other Virginia jurisdictions. 
“The study would take a year,” said Steel. 
“That’s one of our first things, but we think 
that’s important.”

Steel’s second item encompassed three 
immediate proposals on which the Matrix 
Working Group wanted the Board to take ac-
tion. The first is proportionality in the use of 
force standards. “Everybody, including the 
chief, PERF (Police Executive Research Fo-
rum), the committee, and the (Independent 
Police) Auditor agrees that proportionately 
should be playing a bigger role,” said Steel. 
“They haven’t done a thing about it.”

Steel addressed the absence of a revised 
foot pursuit policy, particularly in light of the 
lessons learned from the Tysons incident, in 
which an FCPD police officer shot and killed 
unarmed Timothy Johnson, a Black man, 
during an outdoor, night-time foot pursuit. 

FCPD officers suspected Johnson of shoplift-
ing sunglasses.

“It’s been 15 months; we have no foot pur-
suit policy,” Steel said. He added that FCPD 
drafted a foot policy but was unwilling to 
share it with them or anyone else. FCPD said 
they intend to submit it to the new One Fair-
fax Roundtable.

“It’s not really the time when we need our 
policy now,” said Steel, “so it doesn’t happen 
again.” Steel pointed out that the new foot 
pursuit policy would also protect the officers 
so they know what to do and not do.

Third, Steel discussed the pointing of a 
firearm. He said that Chief Davis announced 
in November that FCPD was changing the 
policy; pointing a firearm would be con-
sidered a reportable use of force. But since 
then, “we have seen nothing about what 
that policy might be,” Steel said.

“We need all three of them; we’ve seen ev-
idence in the police’s activities that they will 
help make us a safer place,” Steel said.

Steel said it would be beneficial for FCPD 
to publish critical incident reports detailing 
events and concerns following investigations, 
such as the McLean fatal police shooting of 
Jasper Lynch in 2023. (Lynch armed himself 
with a bottle during a mental health crisis.)

Lynch’s parents raised questions, such as 
why the officer who shot and killed their son 
did not have his electronic control weapon 
(Taser) with him. “And the proportionality ... 
when the incident is over, what can we learn 
so we avoid those situations from happening 
again?” Steel said.

Alejandro is the lead advocate for ACLU 
People Power Fairfax and a member of the 
Fairfax County Police Reform Matrix Work-

ing Group (Matrix Working Group). Fair-
fax County Board Supervisor Rodney Lusk, 
chair of the Safety and Security Commit-
tee, charged the Matrix Working Group to 
transform the Fairfax County Police Reform 
Matrix, a “compendium of (300+) commu-
nity-based ideas, offered in a range of for-
mats... into an action plan.”

Alejandro was also key in the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors adopting a 
trust policy in 2021 to prohibit voluntary 
cooperation with Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement. The policy forbids county em-
ployees, including police and schools, from 
asking about or disclosing a person’s immi-
gration status unless required by law, a judi-
cial warrant or court order. 

Steel was the chairman of the inaugural 
Police Civilian Review Panel.  He has 10 
years of police reform work. He served as 
one of 42 diverse members on the Chair-
man’s Task Force on Equity and Opportuni-
ty, convened by Jeff McKay, chairman of the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors. The 
task force provided 20 recommendations 
to the Board on equity issues, leveraging 
the insights, experiences, professional net-
works, and industry and institutional un-
derstanding within the community to better 
understand the county’s drivers of inequity 
to accelerate the county’s progress towards 
becoming One Fairfax.

Supervisor Sharon Bulova and the Board 
of Supervisors established the Ad Hoc Po-
lice Practices Review Commission in March 
2015 in response to public frustration over 
the shooting death of John Geer by FCPD of-
ficer Adam Torres. Steel served on this com-
mission. The Ad Hoc Police Practices Review 
Commission evaluated over two hundred 
recommendations conveyed to the Board of 
Supervisors in October 2015. Geer, an un-
armed Springfield man, was standing in his 
doorway talking with FCPD police following 
an alleged domestic dispute when Torres 
shot and killed him. On July 31, 2015, FCPD 
fired Torres for violating the department’s 
policies and procedures on the use of force. 
In 2015, Torres was indicted and charged 
with second-degree murder. He was sen-
tenced in 2016 to one year of imprisonment, 
with time served. Torres’ release occurred 
five days after his conviction.

On May 17, a spokesperson for Chairman 
McKay responded to a request for comment 
on his reaction to the report, Next Steps 
2024, emailed to him on May 12, saying in 
an email, “Chairman McKay asked that I re-
spond to let you know we’ve received their 
report but have not had the opportunity to 
review it in full yet. We appreciate their con-
tinued advocacy and will respond once we 
are able to review their latest.”

The police did not make Chief Davis or 
other FCPD staff available for an interview, 
responding instead with a statement. “The 
FCPD remains proud of our enormous prog-
ress over the last several years. As policing 
continues to evolve and as the FCPD serves 
as a best-practice police organization, we 
look forward to collaborating with the 
newly formed One Fairfax Roundtable as 
its members work with us and other Fairfax 
County agencies.”

Stymied by FCPD, 
‘We need the board 
to act.”

Are Supervisors Leaving Police Reform Efforts to Languish?

Screenshot 
Diane Burkley Alejandro testifying  
May 21, 2024.

Screenshot 
Adrian Steel speaks before the Board of 
Supervisors on May 21, 2024. 

Screenshot May 21
The Fairfax County Board of Supervisors listens to public comments on issues of concern.



The Connection  v  May 29 - June 4, 2024  v  13www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

News Analysis

From Page 4

ify the Roles of the One Fairfax Roundtable 
and FCPD-community Co-production to 
Expand Engagement with Communities of 
Color; 3. Expand Resources and the Role 
of Behavioral Health to Reduce Low Level 
Offenses; 4. Measure and Assess Progress 
on Police Reform; 5. Require Disclosure of 
Key Reports in the Public Interest; and 6. 
Restart Co-Production on Current Pressing 
Concerns, with BOS Resolution if Needed.”

Example 6: “Restart Co-Production on 
Current Pressing Concerns, with BOS Res-
olution if Needed,” includes explicit direc-
tions for the Board, as do the other five steps. 
“(a) Use of Force- The BOS should adopt the 
(Matrix Working Group’s) proposal on pro-
portionality if no … consensus is reached 
through co-production by July 1, 2024; (b) 
Foot Pursuit Policy. Reject FCPD’s proposal 
to refer the issue to One Fairfax Roundtable. 
Require and complete co-production on de-
velopment of a policy by July 1, 2024; (c) 
Pointing a Firearm. Key issues such as what 
level of force pointing a firearm is consid-
ered should be subject to co-production.”

Working Group’s Next Steps 2024 de-
scribes the need for reform within FCPD.

One reason is the recent increase in the 
use of force and the FCPD’s heightened ar-
rest rates of people of color.

The authors of Next Steps 2024 disagree 
with FCPD’s suggestion that their recom-
mendations are based on national events. 
The authors state that concerns are locally 
based, saying, “FCPD’s use of force has pri-
marily increased since 2021 against people 
of color.” Before that, “in 2021, the Univer-
sity of Texas at San Antonio’s “Investigation 
of the Use Of Force by the Fairfax County 
Police Department” (p. 53) found that, 
from 2016–2018, Black civilians were 2.1 
times more likely to be subject to high level 
force (guns, tasers, etc.) than white civil-
ians. Latino civilians were 1.4 times more 
likely than white civilians to be subjected 
to such force.”

The arrest rates of people of color in-
creased during Chief Davis’s tenure. Black 
residents faced a 4.4 times greater risk of ar-
rest in 2022 (up from 3.7 in 2020), accord-
ing to Next Steps 2021. The risk of arrest 
for Latino residents increased by 3.5 times in 
2022, compared to 3.0 times in 2020.

According to the Matrix Working Group’s 
“A Detailed Evaluation of Fairfax County 

Police Department’s Response to the Rec-
ommendations of the Reform Matrix Work-
ing Group,” dated May 12, 2024, disparity 
is increasing.

An In-depth Discussion of the Six Selected 
Recommendations follows (pages 4–10). 

Conclusion of Next Steps 2024?
The authors of Next Steps 2024 offer 

the Board direction. “Immediate action is 
needed on civilian review, expansion of be-
havioral health care resources, efficacy and 
disparity analyses, foot pursuits, and propor-
tionality in use of force.” The report suggests 
that the FCPD’s “reluctance to engage with 
the RMWG (Reform Matrix Working Group) 
and their flat denial of any fear or distrust 
among residents of color indicate a lack of 
understanding of our concerns.”

Next Steps 2024 closes with a one-page 
FCPD and RMWG Assessment of Progress 
chart. The information presented by the 
members of the Matrix Working Group in 
the table is much-needed, concise, and vi-
sually appealing. It interprets the extensive 
and daunting data initially provided in the 
Matrix Reform Working Groups’ 45-page 
Action Plan 2023 with 52 recommendations 
compared to FCPD’s 81-page response to Ac-
tion Plan 2023.

County Supervisors Act Now

Screenshot YouTube video Body Worn Camera 1
A woman in a group home was shot in the abdomen and wounded by a Fairfax Coun-
ty Police officer on July 7, 2021, after she threatened him and another officer with a 
knife. She survived. She lived in a Springfield group home; neither officer carried a 
Taser. According to the story in The Connection, “Needed Tasers and De-escalation,” 
on Oct. 26, 2021, at the Safety and Security Committee meeting, Chairman Jeff McK-
ay asked Chief Kevin Davis, “Can you help us understand what the challenge might 
be with getting a taser in the hand of every officer?” Davis said that the department 
is currently procuring 350 new Tasers.”It would just be a matter of looking at the 
finances and what it would take to outfit the entire police department, but we can 
certainly explore that …” 
“The officer in question was reasonable in fearing that the resident intended to either 
kill him or cause him serious bodily injury, and it was therefore legally permissible 
for him to use the level of force used to repel the assault,” said Commonwealth’s 
Attorney Steve Descano (in his report).

Screenshot 
Phillip A. Niedzielski-Eichner, the con-
vener of the Matrix Working Group, 
presents the group’s comprehensive 
“Community Recommendations for More 
Equitable Policing in Fairfax County: an 
Action Plan” (Action Plan 2023) to the 
Board during its Safety and Security 
Committee Meeting on May 16, 2023.

From Page 6

See Police Reform, Page 14        

quire Disclosure of Key Reports in the Pub-
lic Interest; and Restart Co-Production on 
Current Pressing Concerns, with BOS Reso-
lution if Needed.”

Fairfax County’s police reform is under at-
tack from two distinct angles. 

Not only has the board not taken action 
on 51 of 52 recommendations in the last 12 
months, the sole one acted upon being The 

One Fairfax Roundtable. Also the Fairfax 
County Police Department, specifically Chief 
Davis, did not engage in a responsive man-
ner with the Matrix Working Group after it 
released Action Plan 2023, thereby thwart-
ing forward motion on recommendations.

By October 2023, NAACP Fairfax publicly 
condemned the FCPD’s lack of timely action 
on life-saving measures.

NAACP Fairfax witnesses FCPD’s inaction 
on life-saving measures; foreshadowing the 

department’s responses to the Matrix Work-
ing Group

Through its Oct. 3, 2023, public release, 
the Fairfax County NAACP escalated aware-
ness of FCPD’s lack of action on police re-
form, saying Police Chief Davis rejected what 
NAACP Fairfax called “life-saving measures.” 
The Connection reported that NAACP Fair-
fax issued the “urgent statement” on behalf 
of community leaders condemning Davis.

According to the 2023 release, Timothy 

McCree Johnson, who was shot and killed 
by a Fairfax County police officer in February 
after a foot pursuit when police suspected 
him of stealing sunglasses from a depart-
ment store at Tysons Corner Mall, would be 
alive today if the FCPD had established a 
best practices policy on foot pursuits earlier 
that year.

The now-indicted police department offi-

FCPD Undercuts Police Reform

File Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection (March 8-14, 2023)
Dr. Vernon C. Walton at March 4, 2023, NAACP Rally for Justice as he stands with the 
mother of Timothy McCree Johnson, a Black man, shot and killed by a Fairfax County 
Police officer following a foot pursuit. Officers considered him a shoplifting suspect. 
Johnson was unarmed. At the time, Walton served as one of ten members of the 
county’s Police Reform Matrix Working Group and is the senior pastor at First Baptist 
Church of Vienna.
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From Page 13

cer killed Johnson fifteen months 
ago. However, other FCPD offi-
cers still lack formal guidance on 
when and how to conduct foot 
pursuits, determine the necessary 
and proportional use of force, and 
more. In an email shared with The 
Connection on Thursday, May 23, 
Adrian Steel, a member of the Ma-
trix Working Group, said that the 
policy for pointing a firearm would 
benefit from co-production, and so 
too does Next Steps 2024. 

Ongoing FCPD Stalling and Dis-
ruptions to Collaboration

The Next Steps 2024, details a 
list of Fairfax County Police De-
partment denials of the Working 
Group requests for co-production 
and access to data. Alejandro provided the 
document to the board. The question remains: 
What is the root cause of FCPD’s seemingly un-
cooperative, non-collaborative behavior toward 
the Working Group and Fairfax NAACP?

The Matrix Working Group submitted a sep-
arate 4-page report to the Board: “Key Compo-
nents of a Foot Pursuit Policy, Recommendation 
to Chief Davis on August 22, 2023.” It includes 
comments from Dr. Vernon C. Walton, senior 
pastor of the First Baptist Church of Vienna, 
member of the Matrix Working Group; ACLU 
People Power Fairfax, whose lead advocate is 
Diane Alejandro; and Fairfax NAACP. The re-
port analyzes policy suggestions proposed by 
the International Association of Chiefs of Police 
(IACP) (2019), the Stanford Center for Racial 
Justice Model Policy (SCRJ) (2022), and PERF 
(Police Executive Research Forum) recommen-
dations on the recent FCPD shooting incidents, 
and other research. Members of the Working 
Group requested co-production on a foot pur-
suit policy, but the FCPD denied it.

On Nov. 13, the Working Group met with 
Chief Davis and Deputy County Executive Tom 
Arnold. They learned that the chief was willing 
to treat pointing a firearm as a use of force. Ac-
cording to Next Steps 2024, the Working Group 
requested from FCPD the ongoing co-produc-
tion of a proposed compromise to the propor-
tionality standard governing authorized use of 
force, as well as a foot pursuit policy. Those 

too, FCPD denied. The 
Working Group sought 

access to the FCPD studies mentioned in its 
response but received direction from FCPD to 
pursue them through the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act (FOIA).

On March 22, 2024, the Working Group met 
with Chief Davis for what he described as the 
“last time.” Next Steps 2024, states that Davis 
told them “all future engagement with com-
munity leaders and advocates — including 
on the new foot pursuit policy — would take 
place through the new One Fairfax Roundta-
ble.” The Roundtable reportedly met for the 
first time on April 25, 2024. An online search 
comes up empty.

Roundtable: No Substitute for Community 
Engagement

In Next Steps 2024, the Working Group cau-
tioned that the One Fairfax Roundtable cannot 
be “a substitute for current co-production,” as 
Chief Davis reportedly suggested. “Communi-
ty engagement in substantive policing “best 
practices would effectively cease,” states Next 
Steps 2024.

FCPD vs. Working Group Assessments of 
Progress

A bottom-line assessment of FCPD’s Response 
to the Community Recommendations, with 
Chief Davis saying at the meeting with the Work-
ing Group “the completion rate is 85 percent.”

The Matrix Working Group (denoted as 

RMWG in charts of Next Steps 2023) “assesses 
that only 25 percent of our proposals (13/52) 
have even been partially adopted or agreed to, 
in the eight categories.”

The Connection requested comment from 
Chief Kevin Davis by emailing him directly:

“I have received information that on Monday, 
May 13, Diane Burkley Alejandro of ACLU Peo-
ple Power Fairfax emailed you and others, sub-
ject line: BOS action on police reform. She sent 
you documents. I’ve attached them to this email.

“What is your reaction to the documents?
“What next steps might you consider?
“When could these steps be taken, and how?”
Katherine Hayek, FCPD Director of Public 

Affairs replied: “friendly reminder that all me-
dia inquires/request for comment should go 
through us at the FCPDMedia email you have, 
and not to individual officers. We prioritize and 
respond to them for you the quickest that way, 
as well. We’ll have the media team review your 
inquiry and get back to you shortly.”

FCPD did not make Davis or other FCPD staff 
available for an interview, responding instead 
with a statement, asking also that the state-
ment not be attributed to anyone by name. 
“The FCPD remains proud of our enormous 
progress over the last several years. As polic-
ing continues to evolve and as the FCPD serves 
as a best-practice police organization, we look 
forward to collaborating with the newly formed 
One Fairfax Roundtable as its members work 
with us and other Fairfax County agencies.”

FCPD Undercuts Police Reform

Screenshot 
Chief Kevin Davis holds a press 
conference to discuss the fatal 
officer shooting of unarmed 
Black shoplifting suspect Timo-
thy McCree Johnson.

Safety and Security Committee 
Meeting, March 12, 2024

Supervisor Rodney Lusk

Safety and Security Committee 
Meeting, March 12, 2024

Chairman Jeff McKay
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LEADERSHIP FAIRFAX  
ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS
Leadership Fairfax is now accepting 

applications for its professional 
leadership development programs 
– Leadership Fairfax Institute (LFI) 
and Emerging Leaders Institute 
(ELI). The application deadline 
is Sunday, June 30, 2024, with 
programs set to commence in 
September 2024.

These programs are designed to 
equip participants with compre-
hensive knowledge of community 
issues, legislative processes, and 
essential leadership skills. Both 
LFI and ELI offer a unique blend 
of monthly classes and collabora-
tive projects, fostering strategic 
interactions and promoting posi-
tive community impact.

Participants in the Leadership Fairfax 
Institute will engage in a nine-
month program tailored for 
senior-level leaders across various 
sectors. This program focuses on 
strategic community interactions, 
peer coaching, and innovative 
leadership development, guided 
by experienced instructors and 
certified executive coaches.

For more information or to apply, visit 
the website at https://www.leader-
shipfairfax.org/lfi.  

MCLEAN NEWCOMERS  
AND NEIGHBORS
The club was founded in 1969 to 

create new friendships, provide 
opportunities for socializing and 
acquaint residents with the com-

munity. It sponsors many group 
activities including: Anything 
with food, Armchair Traveler, 
Book Club, Bunco, Canasta, Crafty 
Ladies, Genealogy, Golf, Let Us 
Lunch, Mah Jongg, Mah Jongg NY 
Style, Movie Lovers, Museums/
House and Garden Tours, Nature 
Walks, Restaurant Critics, Sing for 
Fun and Tech Forums. Application 
forms may be mailed to: Mem-
bership McLean Newcomers and 
Neighbors, P.O. Box 6166, McLean, 
VA 22106. Visit the website: www.
mcleannewcomers.org.

SUPPORT GROUPS
Parent Support Partners, a service 

of the Healthy Minds Fairfax 
initiative, are all parents who have 

received training and are qualified 
to offer education, support and 
assistance at no cost to families or 
caregivers. They provide reliable 
information that families can use 
in decision-making and are familiar 
with services and resources that 
can help families in distress. Visit 
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/healthy-
mindsfairfax or www.nami-north-
ernvirginia.org/parent-peer-sup-
port.html.

The Shepherd’s Center of Northern 
Virginia Caregivers’ Support Group 
takes place the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month, 10-11:30 
a.m. via Zoom. This group is for 
caregivers of family members with 

Bulletin Board Submit civic/community announcements at ConnectionNewspapers.com/Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome. 
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks before the event. 
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WEDNESDAYS THROUGH  
SATURDAYS
Tours Aboard Tall Ship Providence 

and Sen. John Warner Maritime 
Heritage Center. 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. At Alexandria’s Waterfront 
Park, 1A Prince Street, Alexandria. 
Guests of all ages are recruited into 
the Continental Navy aboard Tall 
Ship Providence with legendary 
Captain John Paul Jones. Recruits 
are assigned jobs on the ship, learn 
where they will work and live, how 
to load a cannon, etc... Tours con-
clude in the Naval History Theatre 
with a film about the ship. The 
Heritage center is a floating muse-
um on the Alexandria waterfront. 
Visit https://tallshipprovidence.
org/

RESTON ASSOCIATION  
SUMMER “AT THE MOVIES”
Reston Association is set for an-

other exciting summer of movie 
events. “RA at the Movies” gives 
the community a chance to gather 
together in a variety of settings 
while enjoying movies in the great 
outdoors. Whether gathering for 
a family outing, date night, or to 
extend a little pool time, RA has 
a summer movie for all to enjoy. 
Movies in the Park include:

Saturday, June 8: Date Night: My Big 
Fat Greek Wedding 3

Doors open: 8:00 p.m./Showtime: 
8:45 p.m.

Lake Newport Soccer Field, 1550 
Reston Pkwy

Similarly, Dive-In Movies at some of 
RA’s pools throughout the commu-
nity let guests enjoy family-orient-
ed films after a day of swimming. 
Dive-In Movies include:

Thursday, July 11: Puss in Boots: The 
Last Wish

Doors open: 8 p.m./Showtime: 8:45 
p.m.

Lake Newport Pool, 11601 Lake New-
port Road

Wednesday, Aug. 7: Kung Fu Panda 4
Doors open: 8 p.m./Showtime: 8:45 

p.m.

Lake Audubon Pool, 2070 Twin 
Branches Road

All RA at the Movies events are 
$6 for RA members and $10 
for non-members. Admission is 
free for kids under the age of 3. 
Refreshments will be available for 
purchase. Register at www.reston-
webtrac.com or contact events@
reston.org or 703-435-6571.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES AT  
COLVIN RUN MILL. 
Mill tours every weekend from 11 

a.m. to 3 p.m.
June 2 and June 16 – Mill in Motion: 

the mill is operating, the miller 
is grinding grain, the Northern 
Virginia Woodcarvers and a local 
blacksmith are demonstrating 
their skills. On June 16th, Father’s 
Day, Mill in Motion welcomes 
fathers and grandfathers with free 
admission.

June 8 – Brownie Badge Day: Girl 
Scouts can earn two badges.

June 15 and 19 – Colvin Run Before 
& After the 13th Amendment 
(12-Adult): Learn how enslaved 
and free African Americans helped 
build and maintain the mill and 
the Colvin Run community. Discov-
er how, after slavery was outlawed, 
African Americans developed more 
connections to the community and 
created spaces of their own.

PARK AUTHORITY, MASTER 
GARDENERS OFFER FREE  
VEGETABLE GARDEN CLINICS
As spring blooms, the Fairfax 

County Park Authority and the 
Fairfax County Master Garden-
ers extend a warm invitation to 
all gardening enthusiasts for a 
series of free Vegetable Garden 
Plant Clinics. These educational 
programs, offered in collaboration 
with the Fairfax County Master 
Gardeners and the Virginia Coop-
erative Extension (VCE), aim to 
cultivate a deeper understanding 
of gardening practices and foster a 
sense of community among green 

thumbs of all levels.
Join expert gardeners at a 

variety of locations as 
they provide valu-
able insights, answer 
questions, distribute soil 
sample kits, and offer 
complimentary analyses 
of plant and pest issues. 
These clinics are sched-
uled to run from 9 a.m. 

to 11:30 a.m. on the following 
Saturdays: June 8, July 13, Aug. 10 
and Sept. 14. Clinics will be held 
concurrently on each of these dates 
at eight locations across Fairfax 
County:

Pine Ridge Park, 3401 Woodburn 
Road, Annandale

Baron Cameron Park, 11300 Baron 
Cameron Ave., Reston

Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain Bridge 
Road, McLean

Grist Mill Park, 4320 Mt. Vernon Me-
morial Highway, Alexandria

Grove Point Park, 6432 Bowie Drive, 
Springfield

George Mason Park, 9700 Braddock 
Road, Fairfax

Hogge Park, 3139 Glen Carlyn Road, 
Falls Church

Nottoway Park, 9537 Courthouse 
Road, Vienna

FOURTH SUNDAY OF  
THE MONTH
Walk With Dr. Rinka Mehra.  

10 a.m. Meet at Vienna Commu-
nity Center, 120 Cherry Street, 
Vienna. Walk with Dr. Rinku Mehra 
is a new initiative aimed at encour-
aging families to participate in a 
monthly walk to promote a healthy 
community and encourage active 
lifestyles. Walk with Dr. Mehra 
offers participants the opportunity 
to engage in safe physical activity 
while gaining valuable health 
information and connecting with 
others in their community. Visit 
https://www.themehraclinic.com/
about

FAIRFAX COUNTY  
FARMERS MARKETS READY 
FOR 2024 SEASON
2024 Farmers Market season is here 

and the Park Authority, along 
with dozens of local food pro-
ducers, have tons of fresh and 
healthy foods waiting for you at 
all 10 markets located through-
out the county.

This year, you can expect to find 
locally grown produce, delicious 

baked goods and prepared foods at 
the farmers markets. Additionally, 
enjoy a variety of family-friendly 
activities from musical performanc-
es, games, and don’t forget to bring 
your food scraps to support our 
community composting efforts.

WEDNESDAYS
McCutcheon/Mount Vernon
Through Dec. 18, 8 a.m. - noon
Sherwood Library, 2501 Sherwood 

Hall Lane, Alexandria
Oakmont
Through Nov. 6, 8 a.m.-noon
Oakmont Recreation Center, 3200 

Jermantown Road, Oakton
Wakefield
Through Oct. 30, 2-6 p.m.
Wakefield Park, 8100 Braddock Road, 

Annandale
THURSDAYS
Annandale
Through Nov. 14, 8 a.m. - noon  
Mason District Park, 6621 Columbia 

Pike, Annandale
Herndon
Through Nov. 7, 8 a.m. - noon  
Old Town Herndon, 700 Block of Lynn 

St., Herndon (by the Red Caboose)

FRIDAYS
McLean
Through Nov. 15, 8 a.m.-noon
Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain Bridge 

Road, McLean
Kingstowne
Through Oct. 25, 3-7 p.m.
In the Giant parking lot, 5870 Kings-

towne Towne Center, Alexandria
SATURDAYS
Burke
Through Dec. 21, 8 a.m.-noon
VRE parking Lot, 5671 Roberts Park-

way, Burke
Reston
Through Dec. 7, 8 a.m.-noon
Lake Anne Village Center, 1609-A 

Washington Plaza, Reston
SUNDAYS
Lorton
Through Nov. 10, 8 a.m.-noon
VRE parking lot, 8990 Lorton Station 

Blvd., Lorton
Visit the Farmers Market website for 

complete information about this 
year’s markets – including details 
on SNAP benefits for eligible 

“Mama, I’m a Big Girl Now” can be seen Saturday, June 8, 2024 at the McLean 
Community Center.

Summer Blast Off takes place Friday, May 31, 2024 at Wolf Trap National Park in Vienna.

The Frank Lloyd Wright Birthday Celebration takes place 
on Saturday, June 8, 2024 at the Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey 
House in Alexandria.

Entertainment
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households available at designated 
locations. Contact the Community 
Horticulture Office at 702-642-
0128.

THROUGH JUNE 23
“The Drowsy Chaperone.” At 

Workhouse Arts Center, Lorton. 
Workhouse Arts Center Performing 
Arts announces its newest produc-
tion, “The Drowsy Chaperone,” a 
delightful musical comedy about 
characters coming to life in a ficti-
tious 1928 song-and-dance-infused 
performance. Showtimes are Fri-
days and Saturdays at 8 p.m. and 
Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets range 
from $25 to $40. Visit the website 
www.workhousearts.org.

ART CAMP 2024 WITH  
CAROL ZEITLIN
Registration Open at Woods C Cen-

ter, Burke Centre. 
Fine Arts & Crafts Fun Camp (7/8 yrs 

& up/Teen)
Campers explore Drawing, Watercolor 

Painting & crafts as Clay or Sculpey 
and Mixed Media.

 June 17,19 & 21 (Mon/Wed/Fri) – 
12:30-3:15 pm

 July 15, 17 & 19 (Mon/Wed/Fri)- 
12:30-3:15 pm

Drawing Plus Color Fun Camp (5- 8 
yrs)

Campers Draw, plus color with Water-
color, crayons cartoon characters, 
stuff animals & more.

 June 17,19 & 21(Mon/Wed/Fri)- 
10:00-11:00 am

 July 15, 17 &19(Mon/Wed/Fri) 
10:00-11:00 a.m.

To Register: Call/Text instructor (703) 
250-6930 for details and regis-
tration. E-mail: czeitlinschneier@
yahoo.com

MAY 30 TO JUNE 2
Tysons Library Quarterly Book and 

Media Sale. At Tysons Pimmit Re-
gional Library, 7584 Leesburg Pike, 
Falls Church.

Thursday, 30 May, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Friday, 31 May, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Saturday, 1 June, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday, 2 June, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.: Bag 

sale. $10 for a full grocery sack or 
half price if less. Large selection of 
books and media for all ages and 
interests.

MAY 30 TO JUNE 2
Used Book Sale. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. At 

Richard Byrd Library, 7250 Com-
merce Street, Springfield.

Thursday, May 30, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. 
open to all

Friday, May 31st, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
open to all

Saturday, Jun 1st, 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
open to all

Sunday, Jun 2, 12 – 2 p.m. Bag Sale, 
$5/bag

Thousands of like new books to choose 
from. The Friends of the Richard 
Byrd Library is a nonprofit all vol-
unteer organization. Funds raised 
support children’s and adult

programming at the Richard Byrd 
Library. For more information 
contact the Friends at rbfriends@
gmail.com

FRIDAY/MAY 31
Summer Blast Off. 8 p.m. At Wolf 

Trap National Park for the Perform-
ing Arts, Vienna. The President’s 
Own United States Marine Band 
featuring guest soloist Doreen 
Ketchens, New Orleans Jazz Clari-
netist. Join “The President’s Own” 
for a mix of patriotic favorites, 
popular movie soundtracks, Sousa 
marches, and Broadway show 
tunes, and a guest appearance by 
iconic New Orleans jazz clarinetist 
Doreen Ketchens. As always, the 
program will conclude with a med-
ley of the Armed Forces’ service 
songs honoring all those currently 
serving, veterans, and their fam-
ilies, followed by one of the best 
fireworks displays of the year. 

FARM HARVEST FRIDAYS
Every Friday at 2 p.m. – May 31 

through October. At Tysons 
Corner Center, McLean. Enjoy 
live music, a guided harvest from 
Annie, the Giving Garden urban 
farmer, produce tastings, and 
more. Throughout the season, the 
farm will produce over 50 varieties 
of fruits, vegetables and herbs, 

including strawberries, zucchini, 
beets, spinach, carrots, peppers, 
eggplant, tomatoes, and more. 

SUMMER CONCERT SERIES: 
DOUBLE FEATURES
June 1, June 15, & July 20. At 

Tysons Corner Center, The Plaza, 
McLean. First set: 4:00-6:30 p.m. 
2nd set: 7:00-9:00 p.m. Summer 
Concert Series will offer two live 
performance sets on each date, 
with the first band at 4-630 p.m. 
and the second from 7-9 p.m. The 
series will feature local bands such 
as Party Fowl, Cazhmiere, Billy 
Twilde, and more. Come out and 
enjoy takeout and cocktails from 
our restaurants while jamming to 
your favorite groove!

SATURDAY/JUNE 1
Reston Pride Festival. 12-6 p.m. 

At Lake Anne Plaza, Reston. The 
festival will offer access to vendors, 
performances, speakers, fun, festiv-
ities and more.

SATURDAY/JUNE 1
Dust to Dust. 9:30 a.m. Join NOVA 

Parks Naturalist Whitney Gilliland 
for an unforgettable journey along 
the banks of Bull Run. Delve into 
the world of birds, soaking in the 
beauty of nature, and uncovering 
some hidden history as we explore 
two recently discovered enslaved 
cemeteries. NOVA Parks Historian 
Paul McCray will be there to share 
insights into what’s uncovered and 
the lives of those laid to rest. The 
roundtrip hike will be approxi-
mately 4.5 miles, so make sure to 
wear comfortable shoes for the un-
paved trail and bring along a water 
bottle to stay hydrated. To register: 
https://ow.ly/jMcx50REAr6

SATURDAY JUNE 1
Celebrate National Trails Day. 9 a.m. 

to 11 a.m. At Laurel Hill Central 
Green, 8780 Lorton Road, Lorton. 
Participate in a variety of inter-
active educational trail activities. 
Explore nature with the Wonder 
Wagon. Meet the local fire and 
rescue team. Learn about the local 

history of Laurel Hill Park.

SATURDAY/JUNE 1
Quarterly Recycling Day. 8 a.m. to 2 

p.m. at Northside Property Yard, 
600 Mill St., NE, Vienna. Got junk? 
Get rid of it the eco-friendly way at 
the next Quarterly Recycling Day! 
Town residents can drop off scrap 
metal, electronics, and auto waste 
for recycling. You can also drop 
off one-time use and rechargeable 
batteries for bulk recycling. To 
learn more visit www.viennava.
gov/recycling.

SATURDAY/JUNE 1
Inner Gardens Solo Show Artist 

Talk. 11 a.m. At Atrium Gallery, 
McLean Project for the Arts, 1234 
Ingleside Ave., McLean. Inner 
Gardens is a collection of Abol 
Bahadori’s latest paintings that 
delve into the depths of the human 
psyche, exploring the intricate 
landscapes of our inner worlds. 
Each piece invites viewers to 
embark on a journey of introspec-
tion and discovery through colors, 
surreal simulation of perspective, 
and intuitive abstract marks. The 
reception will provide an opportu-
nity to engage with the artwork, 
meet fellow art enthusiasts, and 
enjoy light refreshments in a wel-
coming atmosphere.

SUNDAY/JUNE 2
“Dementia Man, An Existential 

Journey,” Performance & Con-
versation. 2-3:30 p.m. At McLean 
Governmental Center, 1437 Balls 
Hill Road, McLean. Written and 
performed by Sam Simon, a 
lawyer, husband, grandparent, 
and proud McLean native who 
was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s 
Disease in 2021, “Dementia Man” 
is a play like no other. Simon 
takes the stage as a man facing 
cognitive decline, a broken medical 
system and a personal and family 
challenge. Simon has traveled the 
country performing his award-win-
ning play hoping to bring attention 
to the disease and other forms of 
dementia. This free performance is 
not to be missed.

THURSDAY/JUNE 6
“Graduation” Movie. 1 p.m. At 

McLean Community Center, 1234 
Ingleside Ave., McLean. (Romania; 
Directed Cristian Mungiu). Shown 
in Romanian with English subtitles. 
A father compromises his integrity 
to assure his daughter’s college 
admission. Blending rigorous nat-
uralism with the precise construc-
tion of a thriller, this drama sheds 
light on the high stakes and ethical 
complexities of life in contempo-
rary Romania. Cannes Film Festival 
award winner.

JUNE 6-23
Postcards from Ihatov, adapted and 

directed by Natsu Onoda Power. 
At 1st Stage, 1524 Spring Hill Road 
Tysons. Adapted from the works 
of Kenji Miyazawa, including 
the classic “Night on the Galac-
tic Railroad.” This spellbinding 
tale of friendship, self-discovery, 
and the transcendent power of 
imagination takes audiences on a 
cosmic journey through the stars. 
This world-premiere production 
of visual theater is bursting with 
imagination and spectacle that the 
whole family can enjoy. Thursdays 
at 7:30 p.m., Fridays at 7:30 p.m., 
Saturdays at 2 and 7:30 p.m., 
Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets: Tickets: 
$25-$55 general admission, $15 
students, educators, and military. 
Purchase online at www.1ststage.
org or call 703-854-1856. 

SATURDAY/JUNE 8
Frank Lloyd Wright Birthday Cel-

ebration. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. At 
Woodlawn & Pope-Leighey House, 
9000 Richmond Highway, Alexan-
dria. Celebrate the life and work of 
Frank Lloyd Wright! Enjoy an open 
house tour of the Pope-Leighey 
House and learn about the history 
of the house and its designer. In 
the yard, enjoy activities related 
to Wright’s life and work, snap a 
photo wearing his iconic style of 
hat, and grab a celebratory bite of 
cake. Cost is $15 for adults and $5 
for students (K-12), 5 and under 
are free. 

“The Drowsy Chaperone,” now thru June 23, 2024 at the Workhouse 
Arts Center in Lorton.

The Clifton 5K Run will be held Saturday, June 8, 2024 in the Town of Clifton.

Entertainment
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

SATURDAY/JUNE 8
Clifton 5K Run. 6-9 p.m. In the Town 

of Clifton. A family-friendly race 
with 5K and one-mile options. Live 
music, refreshments and an awards 
ceremony follow at the Red Barn 
near Clifton’s Main Street area. 
Cost is 5K:$25 per person; 1-Mile 
Fun Run:$20 per person. Email: 
clifton5k@verizon.net. Visit the 
website: https://www.facebook.
com/cliftonva.org.

SATURDAY/JUNE 8
Paws on the Plaza. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

At Tysons Corner Center. Tysons 
Corner Center hosts its 3rd annual 
Paws on the Plaza, sponsored by 
Beck’s Pet Care. Bring your pups 
out for a day of activities celebrat-
ing our furry friends!

11-4 p.m.: Enjoy a dog park and 
splash pad, beer bar (for the 
humans), pet vendors, dog food 
truck, rescues with adoptable dogs, 
free photobooth and caricatures, 
giveaways and more! New this 
year: “Confidence Course” run by 
the expert trainers at Becky’s Pet 
Care.

4-6 p.m.: Keep the paw-ty going with 
yappy hour! The dog park will 
remain open for you to grab a 
beverage and a bite from one of 
our plaza restaurants. Sing or howl 
along to the live music.

Participating vendors include K9 
Mastery, Woofbowl, Dogtopia, Pet 
Grand Hotel, and more. This event 
is open to the public and free to 
attend.

SATURDAY/JUNE 8
Three Stars of “Hairspray” Reunite. 

7 p.m. At McLean Community 
Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave., 
McLean. The Alden at the McLean 
Community Center (MCC) presents 
“Mama, I’m a Big Girl Now”—The 
Three Leading Ladies of “Hair-
spray” with Tony Award-winner 
Marissa Jaret Winokur (“Danc-
ing with the Stars”) and Tony 
nominees Kerry Butler (“Xanadu”) 
and Laura Bell Bundy (“Legally 
Blonde”) for a single performance. 
Tickets are $75, $60 for students 
and seniors and $50 for MCC dis-
trict residents. VIP tickets, which 
include preferred seating and a 
Meet and Greet with the perform-
ers, are $100, $85 for seniors and 
students and $75 for MCC district 
residents.

SATURDAY/JUNE 8
30th Annual Tinner Hill Music Festi-

val. 11 a.m. - 8 p.m. At Cherry Hill 
Park, 312 Park Ave., Falls Church. 
It’s a day with GoGo, R&B, jazz, 
soul-quenching gospel, funk, reg-
gae, Afro Bahian rhythm and more. 
World renown musicians from 
New Orleans and Alabama, along 
with those calling the DMV home 
will have the audience singing and 
dancing during this memorable 
day and night. There will also 
be fun activities for children and 
adults, great food, craft beer and 
beverages. The Festival is the pre-
mier charity event for the Tinner 
Hill Heritage Foundation whose 
mission is to raise awareness of the 
civil rights history of Falls Church 
through music, workshops, theater, 
murals, and other events. The 
Festival Lineup includes: George 

Porter Jr. and Runnin’ Pardners 
• Blind Boys of Alabama * The 
Blackbyrds • JoGo Project • See-I 
Band • Batalá Washington * Ms. 
Niki’s Music Class • Dance Party 
with DJ Bill & DJ Bev * Emcees: 
Lady Myrrh and Texas Fred, the 
Zydeco Cowboy.

SUNDAY/JUNE 9
T-TRAK Model Train Show. 1-4 

p.m. At Fairfax Station Railroad 
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station 
Road, Fairfax Station. Tabletop N 
gauge model trains (T-TRAK) will 
be on display and running at the 
Fairfax Station Railroad Museum. 
Admission: Museum members and 
ages 4 and under, free; ages 5-12, 
$3; ages 13 and older, $5, $6 for 
special events. Seniors and military 
(active and retired), $4. http://
www.fairfax-station.org, http://
www.faceook.com/FFXSRR, 703-
425-9225.

SUNDAY, JUNE 9
Fairfax Symphony presents Gersh-

win’s Rhapsody in Blue at 100! 4 
p.m. Jeffrey Biegel, piano. George 
Mason University Center for the 
Arts – Concert Hall, 4373 Mason 
Pond Drive, Fairfax. Pianist Jeffrey 
Biegel takes you on a musical 
journey celebrating the Gershwin 
Centennial and unveiling the 
regional premiere of Peter Boyer’s 
“Red, White, and Blue” for piano 
and orchestra. The piece is part of 
a national campaign established 
by Biegel to premiere the work in 
all 50 states, as a way for our coun-
try to “…to join hands through 
music, despite all the divisions 

and differences.” Biegel said of 
his vision…“why not celebrate 
being an American — celebrating 
our diversity through unity and cel-
ebrating “Rhapsody in Blue” with 
a new “Rhapsody.” This concert of 
musical discovery also features the 
brilliance of Amy Beach’s “Gael-
ic” Symphony, premiered by the 
Boston Symphony in 1896, and 
was the first symphony published 
by an American woman compos-
er. Join us for an unforgettable 
season finale honoring the past and 
celebrating the future of American 
classical music. 

Tickets start at $49. To purchase 
tickets online, visit https://www.
fairfaxsymphony.org or by phone at 
703-993-2787. 

SATURDAY/JUNE 15
Third Annual Bull Run Juneteenth 

Commemoration. 3 p.m. At 
Bull Run Regional Park, Atlantis 
Waterpark, 7700 Bull Run Drive, 
Centreville. Don’t miss the Third 
Annual Bull Run Juneteenth Com-
memoration, brought to you by 
Fairfax County NAACP and NOVA 
Parks. This event honors the largest 
pre-Civil War emancipation, cel-
ebrating the lives of the enslaved 
and their descendants at Bull Run 
Regional Park.

Experience:
Reflections on Emancipation
Inspiring words of hope from Bishop 

Brett Fuller
Uplifting music
Engaging stories of freedom for kids
RSVP using the QR code or follow the 

link here: https://ow.ly/pOmy-
50RyKtS

SUNDAY/JUNE 16
49th Annual Antique Car Show. 

10 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. At Sully 
Historic Site, 3650 Historic Sully 
Way, Chantilly. Father’s Day is just 
around the corner, and there’s no 
better way to celebrate than at 
the 49th Annual Sully Antique Car 
Show. This year’s event promises 
a spectacular day filled with live 
entertainment, a variety of food 
vendors, an eclectic craft market, 
a bustling flea market, and, of 
course, hundreds of stunning 
antique cars. In addition to the au-
tomotive extravaganza, attendees 
will have the unique opportunity 
to explore the first level of the his-
toric Sully house, adding a touch 
of history to your day of fun. 
Advance tickets are now available: 
$12 for adults, $10 for seniors, 
and $8 for children aged 5 to 15 
years old. Don’t miss out on being 
part of this cherished community 
tradition!

SUNDAY/JUNE 23
Mosaic Harmony 30th Anni-

versary. 5 p.m. At Rachel M. 
Schlesinger Concert Hall and 
Arts Center, 4915 E. Campus 
Drive, Alexandria. Special Guest 
Artist Ralph Herndon. Mosaic 
Harmony is a community choir 
where people find love and 
acceptance regardless of color, 
religion, sexual orientation, 
or any other differences. We 
celebrate diversity and inclusion, 
sharing our message through 
the powerful medium of song, 
and inspiring our audiences to 
embrace all people.

Entertainment
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By Mike Salmon
The Connection

A
lthough Fairfax County has many 
bike trails for family outings, com-
muting to work, or a scenic ride 
along the Potomac River, there’s 

nothing like the Gerry Connolly Cross Coun-
ty Trail to see the real Fairfax County.

On June 1, county officials and U.S. Rep. 
Gerry Connolly (D-11) are celebrating the 
Cross County Trail and the 
others in Fairfax County as a 
salute to National Trails Day.

“It connects several neigh-
borhoods and offers the po-
tential to be a foundational 
piece of the broader North-
ern Virginia trail network 
with the W&OD, the Mount 
Vernon and Four Mile Run 
Trails,” said Joy Faunce, the 
Fairfax Alliance for Better Bicycling presi-
dent. “The CCT is a significant contributor 
to the Fairfax County trail network,” she 
added.

Parts of the trail are not for the casual 
rider though. The nearly 41-mile trail goes 
through stream valleys, crosses busy roads 
and puts the rider out in the woods with the 
birds and deer so it seems miles from the 
suburban landscape when in reality, it’s just 

a short side-trail away.
On the northern end, the trail starts near 

Difficult Run in the Great Falls area, and the 
trail sets off in the woods, snaking along the 
creek for a while, giving the cyclist a quick 
feel for what may lie ahead for riders. Bikes 
with thin racing tires are not recommended 
for this part of the trail.

The trail goes under Leesburg Pike, still 
parallel to Difficult Run, across the Dulles 

Access Road, towards Lake 
Thoreau, and then south 
through Oakton. After cross-
ing I-66, it follows Accotink 
Creek for miles through 
Wakefield Park, around 
Lake Accotink and through 
Springfield, along the Fran-
conia-Springfield Parkway 
before going along the Po-
hick Stream Valley over to 

the Laurel Hill Golf Course and finally ends 
at Occoquan Regional Park.

Trail Blazing
All this did not just happen without much 

planning and rerouting, that began in the 
late 1990s by hiking enthusiast Bill Nied-
ringhaus, who noticed a nearly continuous 
stretch of publicly owned land across the 
county. At that time, Gerry Connolly was the 

Chairman of the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors, and he supported the effort and 
introduced a resolution to create the trail in 
1998. Construction of the trail began in the 
early 2000s and in 2014, the 40.5 mile trail 
was named after Connolly, the FCPA said.

Reporter Note: I biked the whole trail in 

National Trails Day
In celebration of National Trails Day, 

join the Park Authority and Congressman 
Gerry Connolly for the 10th Anniversary 
of the Gerry Connolly Cross County Trail 
and a ribbon cutting for the new bathroom 
facilities at the Laurel Hill Central Green on 
Saturday, June 1 from 9 - 11 a.m.

County recognizes 
10th anniversary 
of Gerry Connolly 
Cross County Trail.

National Trails Day

one day years ago when the internet was 
just in its infancy. I was dropped off in the 
morning at the trail’s start near Difficult Run 
in the Great Falls area, armed with a paper 
map and determination. That evening, I ar-
rived at the Occoquan River with a new view 
of the county and the value of planning a 
trip like that.

The Cross County Trail crossing Accotink Creek in the Springfield area.

These trail markers are posted along the trail to guide the cyclists and hikers.

News
Photos contributed
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Community News At A Glance

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

W
hen it comes down to it, the 
newly tenured Fairfax Coun-
ty School Board, seated on 
Jan. 1, 2024, had, as R. Kyle 

McDaniel, a member at large, said, “a very 
interesting, long, deliberate budget cycle” 
this year. 

At its meeting on May 23, the Fairfax 
County School Board voted to adopt Fair-
fax County Public Schools’ Fiscal Year 2025 
Approved Budget, totaling $3.7 billion. This 
represents a net increase of 6.6 percent, or 
$232.2 million, above the FY 2024 adopted 
budget. Nearly 86 percent of the approved 
budget is targeted for instruction. 

When presenting the budget approval 
motion. Dr. Ricardy Anderson, represent-
ing the Mason District, said budget approv-
al usually provokes “strong reactions and 
emotions,” with everyone strongly believ-

ing and articulating that school budget “re-
flects our values.”

“We must acknowledge the disappoint-
ment with this budget for this board ... Our 
full request has not been granted,” Ander-
son said. She emphasized that further de-
lays caused by the lack of a governor-ap-
proved budget created additional chaos for 
the board.

Anderson noted that the board passed 
a “robust budget resolution” earlier this 
year; its purpose was to communicate the 
board’s priorities with Superintendent Mi-
chelle Reid. Priorities included the “devel-
opment  of a “student student-focused, eq-
uitable, needs-based proposed budget for 
this year aligned to the Division’s Strategic 
Plan and inclusive of the board’s priorities 
to focus on FCPS workforce, recruitment, 
and retention to include competitive com-
pensation with consideration for differen-
tiated pay for hard-to-fill positions, such as 
teachers in Title One schools and special 
education teachers.”

Kyle McDaniel, member at large, second-

ed the budget approval motion. He said 
creating a school budget required a delicate 
balance between competing needs since 
there are not unlimited resources. In Virgin-
ia, school boards do not have the authority 
to raise their own funding, “adding an addi-
tional layer of complexity,” he said.

McDaniel paraphrased and read an ex-
cerpt of a letter from the Fairfax County 
Federation of Teachers union, which voiced 
support for the budget: “They believe this 
approach is essential for maintaining uni-
ty and morale among our dedicated staff. 
By remaining steadfast and united, we can 
continue to provide the best possible edu-
cation for our students and maintain a posi-
tive, collaborative work environment for all 
staff members.”

McDaniel said he trusted the teachers’ 
associations and “the folks who made this 
budget.”

“I trust our superintendent. I fully recog-
nize I am one of 12. I don’t always get what 
I want. Sometimes I do, sometimes I don’t. 
Is this budget everything I want? No. But it’s 

also not everything everybody else wants. 
That’s life, and I’m happy to support it.”

The adopted budget includes a 4 percent 
compensation increase for all employees 
and maintains the mid-year 2 percent com-
pensation increase for all employees, which 
the School Board approved in January. It 
also contains funds to keep class sizes con-
sistent with projected enrollment increases, 
continue key multiyear initiatives and pro-
vide resources to support student well-being 
outside the classroom. 

According to FCPS News, the following 
budget items will be priorities in the FY 
2024 Year End Budget: Thirty addition-
al minutes for extended day contracts for 
special education teachers; funding for 
the ERFC (Enter Retirement Feeling Confi-
dent) Deferred Retirement Option Program 
(DROP); and one-time funding for an ex-
pansion of athletics, including boys’ volley-
ball and girls’ wrestling.

Watch the FCPS School Board Meeting 
with Budget Approval at https://www.you-
tube.com/live/GD6COX4Y4dE?t=2272s.

Can’t win ‘em all.

School Board Adopts FY 2025 Budget

Screenshot Facebook.com 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve has reopened.

Scott’s Run Nature Preserve Ropens
“One of the most beautiful, alluring, and remarkable parts of the Fairfax 

County park system,” Scott’s Run Nature Preserve, opened just in time for 
Memorial Day weekend, according to the Park Authority. Scott’s Run is 
located at 7400 Georgetown Pike in McLean, on the Potomac River’s bank. 
The Park Authority posted on Facebook that an emergency clean-up effort 
involving a blocked county wastewater facility prompted the park’s closure 
for several weeks to allow for repairs and maintenance service.

For additional information about the park, authorized activities (dogs on 
leashes), prohibited activities (no coolers, no swimming, no wading and 
no boating), and parking restrictions in adjacent communities, go to the 
Scott’s Run Nature Preserve website. Arrive early since the park fills rapid-
ly and parking is limited. https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/scotts-run

— Mercia Hobson

VFW Post Auxiliary Post 8469, 
Fairfax Station distributed free 
Buddy Poppies for Memorial Day 
2024 to be worn as a remem-
brance of veterans who gave their 
lives in the service of our country. 
“The Post also collected donations 
that go into our Relief Fund,“ said 
Post Commander Mac McCarl. He 
explained that donated funds are 
specifically used to help veterans in 
need, irrespective of whether they 
are in the VFW or not. 

— Mercia Hobson

Donations Benefit Veterans Relief Fund

Photo contributed 
Karen Cosgrove, Junior Vice Commander VFW Post 8469 with her 
daughter, Isobel, and son, Jason

Photo contributed
Marshall Snyder, chairman of the Relief Fund and Post Commander 
Mac McCarl offer people free remembrance poppies.

hoto contributed 
Pat McGinty
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Community News At A Glance

Activists Say No to Tysons Casino

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
Vince Modugno of Vienna, holds the ‘No Casi-
no’ bumper sticker at the ‘No Casino’ booth at 
Viva!Vienna and says, “I’m in favor of anything 
that protects the working people.” Beside him is 
Great Falls Citizens Association activist, Jennifer 
Falcone with Sally Horn, chair of the  Greater 
Tysons Citizens Association.

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
Despite the temperature at 92 degrees, and blaz-
ing sun, Pam Rao of Vienna puts her new ‘No Ca-
sino’ T-shirt over the one she is wearing at Viva! 
Vienna! Rao opposes any facility with gambling, 
whether stand alone, built near, or combined with 
other establishments and especially not in Tysons.

Virginia Senate Bill 675 on 
Casino gaming adds Fairfax 
County to the list of localities 
eligible to host a casino in the 
Commonwealth. In 2025, SB 
675 will return to the Virginia 
General Assembly.

During the Viva! Vienna! 
event on Sunday and Monday, 
May 26–27, the No Tysons Ca-
sino vendor booth was a highly 
visited booth with a constant 
stream of people stopping at 
the tent.

Jennifer and Peter Falcone, 
activists from the Great Falls 
Citizens Association, and Sal-
ly Horn, chair of the Greater 
Tysons Citizens Association, 
shared their concerns with coun-
ty residents, and many added 
their names to lists of those op-
posed to a casino in Tysons. Peo-
ple took advantage of the free 
t-shirts and bumper stickers that 
announced “NO TYSONS CASI-
NO” in capital letters.

While efforts during the 2024 
session of the Virginia General 
Assembly to kill bill SB 675 
with a motion by Virginia Sen. 
Jennifer Boysko (38th District) 
to “pass by indefinitely” failed 
in a 9-to-5 vote with one ab-
stention, the Senate Finance 
and Appropriations Committee 
accepted the Senate Resources 
Sub-committee recommenda-
tion and voted to “hold over” 
Senate Bill 675 for the next leg-
islative session in 2025.

Jeff McKay, chairman of the 
Fairfax County Board of Super-
visors, stressed in a letter dated 
Jan. 26, 2024, to leaders in the 
Virginia General Assembly that 
the county did not seek author-
ity to hold a referendum to be 
added to the list of eligible ca-
sino hosts. However, McKay has 
yet to say he will oppose a casi-
no in Tysons. He did assert that 
the county would need to get a 
better split than first offered.

General Assembly Likely To 
Add Fairfax to Localities  
Eligible to Host a Casino

For countless Sundays of Me-
morial Day weekends past, Jimmy 
Cirrito, owner of Jimmy’s Tavern 
in the Town of Herndon, has led a 
Rolling to Remember motorcycle 
convoy to Washington, D.C. He 
does so to support bikers who want 
to honor and remember those who 
sacrificed their lives in service to 
the United States Armed Forces.

This year, when the bikers re-
turned for drinks, food, and ca-
maraderie, joined by family and 
friends, old and new, a large can-
vas stood prominently on an easel 
next to the beer booth.

A sign read, “Tell Jimmy why 
you rode today in one word; give 
him a sentence or two about who 
you are honoring, and say any-
thing you want.” This is the untold 
story of Memorial Day 2024, Jim-
my’s way.

— Mercia Hobson

Why Did You Ride on Memorial Day?

Mercia Hobson/The Connection
Jimmy Cirrito, owner of Jim-
my’s Old Town signs the canvas.

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
The crowd stands as the band plays, “God Bless the USA.”

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
Jimmy Cirrito, owner of Jimmy’s Old Town signs the canvas depict-
ing mountains and seas in red, white and blue.
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Viva! Vienna! Community News at a Glance

The Rotary Club of Vienna presented 
Viva! Vienna! over the three-day Memorial 
Day weekend 2024. With rides, games, and 
food, a Brewfest on Mill Street, two stages, 
a food court, and vendor booths, the club of-
fered something for everyone. All proceeds 
from the event went to charity. 

On Monday, the club presented its Memo-
rial Day Service & Celebration. The commu-
nity paid their respects and honored “Amer-
ican heritage by remembering the country’s 
dead of all wars … These heroes gave their 
last full measure of devotion,” according to 
the Rotary Club of Vienna.  

 — Mercia Hobson

Rotary Club of Vienna Presents Viva! Vienna! and Memorial Day Service & Celebration

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
Parents and children check out the food court at Viva! Vienna!

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
The merry-go-round is perfect for the not-so-brave-at-heart

Mercia Hobson/The Connection
Chipped ice is a treat for Buttons at  
Viva! Vienna! offered by her human, 
Jennie Melchior.

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
Waiting for the ride to open can seem like a long time for little ones.

Photo by Kate Petersen
Madison Madrigals Sing “America the Beautiful”

Photo by Kate Petersen
Lieutenant Governor of Virginia,  
Winsome Earle-Sears

Photo by Kate Petersen
Brigadier General Kyle Robinson,  
U.S Air Force

Photo by Kate Petersen
Vienna Town Mayor Linda Colbert points 
to Air Force Academy-bound  
Thomas Adamson.

Photo by Kate Petersen
President of the Rotary Club of Vienna, 
Mark Rogoff
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ABC LICENSE
Natty & Boom Group Inc trading as Sorn 
Thai, 6224E Old Dominion Dr., McLean, 
Fairfax County, Virginia 22101-4217. The 

above establishment is applying to the VIR-
GINIA DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC BEV-
ERAGE CONTROL (ABC) AUTHORITY for a 
Restaurant Beer, Wine, and Mixed Beverage 

license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Kamol Sripechpong, President. 
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this 

license must be submitted to ABC no later 
than 30 days from the publishing date of the 
first of two required newspaper legal notic-

es. Objections should be registered at www.
abc.virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

Legals

ABC LICENSE
SAK Tysons Hotel, LLC trading as Stay-

bridge Suites (Tysons/McLean), 6845 Old 
Dominion Drive, McLean, Fairfax County, 
VA 22101-3725. The above establishment 
is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL 
(ABC) AUTHORITY for a Hotel Limited 
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. VIPUL KAPILA, MEMBER. 

NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this 
license must be submitted to ABC no later 
than 30 days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required newspaper legal 

notices. Objections should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

Legals

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
LORTON, Small Property Mgt. Firm seeking local 
person to assist in a full range of administration/
light accounting & also including property leasing, 
tenant relations &amp; the coordination of main-
tenance staff. Send resume to jte@jteinc.com.

Employment Announcements

 
 
 

TAX NOTICE 
CITY OF FAIRFAX 

 

REAL ESTATE TAX PAYMENTS ARE DUE 
 

Real Estate tax bills have been mailed and are due  
Friday, June 21, 2024 

We continue to receive a high number of tax complaints that either no paper 
tax bill was received, or that mailed payments did not make it to city hall.  
When paying, please consider using our 24-hour drop box located at                      

10455 Armstrong Street (at the front of City Hall, next to the flag 
poles) in lieu of the USPS. (Checks only, no Cash) 

 

LATE PAYMENT PENALTY 
 

To avoid incurring a 10%, $10 minimum, late payment penalty and  
interest of 10% per annum, payment in full must be received or  

postmarked by close-of-business on Friday, June 21, 2024 
 

Taxes may be paid online, by mail, or in-person 
to the City Treasurer’s Office (City Hall, Suite 234) 

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday (excluding holidays) 
 

IMPORTANT 
 

Even if you do not receive a physical bill, to avoid late payment  
penalties you are still responsible for requesting a copy 

and remitting payment by Friday, June 21, 2024  
 

For Additional Information, please check the                                                                             
City website at www.FairfaxVA.gov 

or call (703) 385-7900 

An expert is someone who knows some of
the worst mistakes that can be made in

his subject and how to avoid them. 
-Werner Heisenberg
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The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Neither did I. But I sure felt it. The pain that I felt in my left 
side was somewhat reminiscent of the pain I felt 15 ½ years 
ago – in my left side, when my cancer symptoms first present-
ed. After a few days of left side pain, something unexpected 
happened: The pain migrated from my left side/ribcage to my 
right side/ribcage. By the weekend, more symptoms. I remem-
ber sitting on the couch at home watching television and not 
being able to bend over to stand up. Then when I couldn’t ex-
pand my lungs to take a breath, I knew something was wrong. 
My symptoms weren’t moderating, they were getting worse. 
Never a good sign. And so, we went to the Emergency Room 
on Jan. 1st no less. The rest, as you regular readers know, ad 
nauseum, is that yours truly became “Kenny with cancer.”

Recently, that pain returned. A couple of days later, with 
the pain not subsiding, I realized, given my cancer history, that 
I should see my primary care physician and have him assess 
my symptoms. Which I did. He directed me to have an X-Ray. 
The results of which were inconclusive. And so, the next step 
in the diagnostic ladder was ordered: a CT scan. (As a cancer 
patient, my orders are always “Stat,” meaning immediately, 
if not sooner.) The next day I received the CT results from the 
previous afternoon’s scan and sure enough, unfortunately, 
the cancer had spread. Where it spread, and how much it 
spread were not really addressed by the radiologists. On these 
reports, released automatically, often before even my doctor 
sees the results, are replete with medical jargon describing 
what the scan shows. It certainly tells a story. However, it’s 
not the whole story. (Certainly not one I understand, anyway). 
The whole story and/or a more detailed explanation of the 
scan comes when the oncologist follows up and summarizes 
the results. Six days later, including a weekend and I’m still 
waiting for that call, a call that the oncologist emailed me 
would be coming Thurs. or Fri. of last week. It’s now Tues. Still 
no call. Certainly I realize I’m not his only patient, and I have 
been down this road for over 15 years, nevertheless; as much 
I compartmentalize these kinds of delays, and try to roll with 
the punches, the truth is, returning to the original scene of the 
crime, so to speak, has given me cause for concern. Not that 
I’ve ever been in remission, but neither have I been “spread-
ing” cancer though my original characterization of stage IV 
which meant the cancer was inoperable and it had metasta-
sized (meaning spread). Yet, here I am, a cancer survivor going 
on year 16. The papillary thyroid cancer, stage IV, had spread 
from my thyroid into my lungs at the beginning of this journey 
when the pain first manifested (see paragraph one). Which 
time has clarified as a slow-moving thyroid cancer, rather 
than the non-small cell lung stage IV, originally diagnoseded. 
Given the results and language of the radiologist’s report - that 
I can understand, it appears that the party (relative calm and 
control of my initial cancer diagnosis) is over. However, it’s 
only speculation since I’ve not received a call back from my 
oncologist. Granted, I have some experience in this cancer 
department, but I learned a long time ago to wait until I’ve 
spoken to the oncologist and not overreact to facts not yet in 
evidence. And so here I sit waiting, semi patiently. Don’t get 
me wrong, I’m not in a hurry to hear bad news. But I would 
like to hear something so I can move forward already. Because 
for the moment, I feel stuck. And ‘stuck’ is the wrong place for 
a cancer patient to be.

However, to be honest, I’ve been waiting/anticipating 
this day ever since I was first diagnosed back in Feb., ’09. It 
was early March of that same year when I received my first 
of many infusions (I’ve estimated that I’ve been infused over 
100 times). And after every quarterly assessment of my disease 
(in coordination with a CT scan), I always took good news in 
stride, never getting too high or too low because subcon-
sciously I was preparing for this day. And this day is when the 
cancer begins to spread. Never a promising sign. (Neither is 
not hearing back from your oncologist in a timely manner.) It’s 
easy to speculate – in the wrong direction when you’ve not 
received the actual details. But that’s what cancer does. In ad-
dition to the physical damage, there’s emotional damage. It’s 
been my experience that cancer changes you emotionally, in 
ways that you never anticipated. Things matter – or they don’t, 
it’s difficult to know how you’ll feel from one day to the next. 
But I always felt there was a next day so the stress of it was 
manageable, sort of. Now, however, it’s been 15+ years since I 
was first diagnosed/”prognosed” and I can’t help wondering if 
I’ve finally overstayed my welcome, if you know what I mean? 
Cancer is very often a killer. Who am I to beat the odds? I’ve 
always thought that the longer I live with cancer, the closer 
I’ll be to not living with it. And I don’t mean a cure, I mean its 
resurgence. And “spread” is very much ‘resurgence.’ It’s a bad 
sign for sure. I just hope it’s not a fatal one.

Did You Hear 
That Other 
Shoe Drop?

Herndon: Community News at a Glance

Post 184 in the  
Town of Herndon,  
Memorial Day Observance

The Town of Herndon held its Memorial Day Observance 
at Chestnut Grove Cemetery on Monday, May 27.

— Mercia Hobson

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
At Chestnut Grove Cemetery, Mary Pickett of Herndon stops at the 
parade flag of her uncle, John Peter McCarter, United States Army, 
deceased in 1974.

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
From left, Town of Herndon Councilmember Keven LeBlanc, Mayor 
Sheila Olem, and Vice Mayor Clark Hedrick

Photo by Mercia Hobson/The Connection
David Womack, American Legion Post 184 Hern-
don-Reston, gives remarks.

dementia. Meetings are gently facilitated. For more 
information and to get the Zoom link, contact Jack 
Tarr at jtarr5@verizon.net or 703-821-6838.

Haven of Northern Virginia Support Group. 703-941-
7000, www.havenofnova.org or havenofnova@verizon.
net.

Virginia Chronic Pain Support Group Meets from 1:30-3 
p.m. the 2nd Wednesday of each month at Kaplan 
Center for Integrative Medicine, 6829 Elm St., Suite 
300, McLean. Group leader, Jodi Brayton, LCSW. 703-
532-4892.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
Assistance League of Northern Virginia is an all-volun-

teer non-profit organization that feeds, clothes and 
provides reading assistance and books to children in 
need. Assistance League’s programs touch the lives 
of hundreds of children in Fairfax and Prince William 
Counties and the City of Alexandria. There are many 
volunteer opportunities for community members to 
contribute to helping those in need. To learn more, 
email info@alnv.org, or visit www.alnv.org.

Operation Paws for Homes, a Virginia based 501(c)(3) 
organization seeks volunteers, especially to foster 
dogs. See www.ophrescue.org for information and all 
volunteer opportunities.
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