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When Results Matter!
CALL ME TODAY!

/03-757-3222

Sales@GreatFallsGreatHomes.com
NEW COMMUNITY

Collection homes revised and reimagined for

today’s lifestyles with exciting new spaces
and elevations exemplifies exceptional
design and attention to detail. With 4
models to choose from: Evanton, Winthrop,
Vincent & Wyndham.

Vienna $4,090,000

Great Falls

Great Falls $2,698,000 Clifton $1,998,000 Great Falls $2,099,000 Great Falls $2,999,999 Great Falls $2,599,000

TOP

AGENT
WSHGTONAN
2023

BINCE 2017

VAN VOI KH\IBURG

HOME'S -5

ﬁ W LON%A%EQESTER‘* Forbes
Work W|th the #1 Realtor @% 9841 Georgetown Pike, Great Falls, VA 22066

703-759-9190 * GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Dianne Van Volkenburg donates a portion of each sale to the Great Falls Community and Embry Rucker Community Shelter
Cornerstones g

stability = empowerment « hope
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COMMUNITY

The band 2MB played modern country songs to open the show.

Double Bill for Fairfax

he more than 2,000 people at-
tending the July 26 music con-
cert in downtown Fairfax City
were treated to a double bill.
Normally, just one band performs during
the City’s monthly, summer, music series,
Rock the Block. But on that evening, both
2MB and the U.S. Army Band, Downrange,
entertained the crowd on the Old Town
Square stage.
2MB performed modern country songs,
plus some rap, and Downrange main-
ly played pop rock tunes. Next on tap for
Aug. 23 is the high-energy, party-rock band,
FireKite. All Rock the Block shows are free
and run from 6:30-9:30 p.m. Old Town
Square is at the corner of University Drive
and North Street.
— BonNIE HoBBs

Friends and families sit on picnic blankets and lawn chairs on the grass while listen-
ing to the music.
www.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Some of the members of the U.S. Army Band, Downrange.

City’s Rock the Block

From left, Julianna Walker, Ellen Tran
and Vivian Zheng enjoy ice cream and
Italian ice while the bands take a break.

Although it was the same night as the Olymp1cs openlng ceremony, music fans
packed Old Town Square for the outdoor concert.
THE CONNECTION
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NEWS

Get in Line and Choose Your Favorite

By SHIRLEY RUHE
THE CONNECTION

all Your Mother has transferred

the long waiting line from the

bright pink food truck known as

Lil’ Deli that sat in Chesterbrook
Shopping Center in McLean for months to
their indoor restaurant located in the same
place. The indoor restaurant opened a
month ago and loyal customers have trav-
eled a few hundred feet away to its new spot
in the Mall shops.

Christine Ayers, waiting for her everything
bagel with cream cheese on Sunday, Aug. 4
says, “I used to go to the food truck until it
got so hot waiting outside a long time for my
bagel. This is much better.”

The bagel choices range from plain to
cheddar to sriracha and everything in be-
tween. Fatima Rahim, the store manager,
says Sunday is most busy, as you can see
from the crowd sitting at the few tables and
waiting along the walls for their carryout
order. She says the favorite bagel is prob-
ably the Royal Palm which is plain cream
cheese, smoked salmon, tomato, cucumber,
red onion, capers on an everything bagel.

From left: Call Your Mother stor
Katherine, Claire Ferra

’11

|
e manager Fatima Rahim,

Another favorite is the unusual Del Ray
Club with peach cream cheese, bacon, jala-
peno, nectarines and potato chips.

Daniela Moreira, chef and one of the
owners of this small chain of restaurants,
brings her inspiration from campside meals
in Argentina to the bagel menu with a va-
riety of breakfast and lunch choices. Chief
Doughboi, Andrew Dana brings his nostal-
gia of Jewish family tradition. The favorite

Lil’ Deli food truck replaced with I;rick-and-mortar restaurant
at Chesterbrook Shopping Center

LAT/A
Call Yo

%

ur Mother jus
ping Center, 6212 Old Dominion

Fatima Rahim, manager of Call You
Mother at Chesterbrook Plaza in McLean
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t recently open

market in D.C. and opened their flagship
store in 2018 in Parkview on Georgia Av-
enue. They have since expanded in D.C.

and added restaurants in Virginia and
Maryland with their newest addition in
Denver, Colorado.

schmear according to Rahim, is probably the
plain or the garlic-herb. You can also order
latkes on the side.

Call Your Mother is open from 7 a.m.-3
p.m. every day.
Call Your Mother began at a farmer’s

Herndon Eagle Scout Candidate

Completes Service Project

On June 29, one week be-
fore his 18th birthday, Antho-
ny Sasso of BSA Troop 1081
completed his Eagle Scout
service project. Sasso success-
fully demonstrated leadership
while performing a project
that significantly benefited
the community.

Anthony led a team of vol-
unteers in planning, direct-
ing, and executing a storage
reorganization project at
the Herndon Masonic Lodge
#264, 820 Elden Street. The
project’s success, which fo-
cused on the safe storage and
organization of supplies, was
primarily due to their collec-
tive effort and dedication.

Among the safety hazards,
Anthony realized that the
loosely stacked folding chairs
against the wall on the old

flooring could easily collapse
and slide into people as they
tried to remove a few or navi-
gate the narrow walkway. The
unstable, overcrowded shelv-
ing left no room for additional
items, so people stacked them
on the floor, leaving little space
to walk in what was already
tight quarters.

Anthony and his team re-
moved the broken shelving and
debris. Under Anthony’s guid-
ance and plans, the team con-
structed new storage shelving
and a unit to hold the chairs,
reorganized the supplies, paint-
ed the space, and returned
the needed items to their new
homes. Anthony said he and his
team spent over 100 volunteer
hours on the project.

— MERCIA HOBSON
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Check School Immunizations

With the start of the 2024-25 school year right
around the corner, it’s time to make sure that your
child is up to date on their immunizations.

Before scheduling an appointment to get your child
vaccinated, check their immunization records to see
what they might be missing. There are multiple op-
tions for obtaining your child’s immunization records:

Request immunization records for free through the
Virginia Immunization Information System (VIIS).

If your child was immunized outside Virginia, get
records from those states’ systems.

Request records from your healthcare provider.
Some may charge for copies.

If your child is missing immunizations, take steps to
get them up to date.

Contact your doctor. Many primary care doctors re-
quire an appointment, don’t delay, schedule it today.
This is also a good time to get caught-up on routine
medical care. This includes physicals, dental appoint-
ments, vision and hearing & screenings, and more.

If you do not have a doctor, visit a Health Depart-
ment clinic. Health Department clinics offer immuni-
zations to all Fairfax County students as well those
who are behind on their scheduled immunizations,
need a booster, and to people who are new to country.

Find a community clinic. Inova Cares Clinic for Fam-
ilies provides childhood immunizations for patients
who qualify for Medicaid, FAMIS, Inova’s Financial
Assistance Program, or are uninsured. HealthWorks
for Northern Virginia and Neighborhood Health also

provide healthcare, including vaccinations, for chil-
dren, families, and individuals, regardless of insur-
ance status or ability to pay.

Extended Hours Immunization Clinics

Back to school season is a busy time, which is why
the Health Department is holding several immuni-
zation clinics on evenings and weekends during the
month of August. These clinics will offer school re-
quired immunizations at no cost to all Fairfax County
students regardless of if they have had vaccines in the
past, are new to the country, or need a follow-up to
be up to date.

Appointments are limited and required. Schedule
your appointment by calling 703-246-7100. See the
full extended hours clinics schedule.

By getting your child up to date on their immuniza-
tions, you have the power to protect them from seri-
ous illness and prevent them from missing school and
other activities because they are sick.

Don’t wait. Check your child’s immunizations re-
cords today and make an appointment to get them
caught-up if needed.

Additional Resources

Learn more about childhood and school required
immunizations.

Review Fairfax County Public Schools’ general reg-
istration immunizations page for details about FCPS
requirements.

Visit our web page and follow us on social media
for updates on immunizations and other health topics.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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STATE-OF-THE-ART GYM / 5 BOUTIQUE FITNESS STUDIOS
CRYOTHERAPY & RECOVERY LAB / KALOLOGIE® MEDSPA / HWPO TRAINING

Welcome to a new cutting-edge fitness experience that brings top-of-the-line amenities,
best in boutique studio classes, and wellness services together in one gym.

CLUB STUDIO
TYSONS CORNER
1500 Cornerside Blvd. #A

(703) 349-7656

GET YOUR FREE PASS >

and try your first class free.’

www.clubstudiofitness.com

Certain amenities and services may be available for an additional fee. Images depict a typical Club Studio fitness club; locations may vary. ©2024 Fitness International, LLC. All rights reserved.
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NEW BUSINESS

Former Pharmacy [s Turned into a Pickleball Palace

Vacancy becomes
vibrant activity site
in Fairfax City.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
THE CONNECTION

n December 2023, Fairfax City Council
was considering a request from Down
the Line Sports Center to open an indoor
pickleball facility in the City. It needed a
special-use permit to do so in a long-vacant
building that once housed a CVS Pharmacy.

It planned to offer three full-sized courts,
two half-sized, a short court for practic-
es, plus a players’ lounge and a mini pro
shop. Located at 10390 Willard Way in
the Courthouse Plaza shopping center, the
10,000-square-foot facility would be open
seven days a week and as late as 9 p.m.

And among those urging the Councilmem-
bers to approve the application was none
other than their former colleague — and avid
pickleball player — Janice Miller. “I think
pickleball is a great sport for all ages,” she
said. “Many people who'll use this facility
have full-time jobs and can’t use other such
places that are only open during the daylight
hours. It’s also a great opportunity for peo-
ple to visit our local restaurants and brewer-
ies afterward.”

Agreeing, Beth Young, chair of the City’s
Economic Development Authority (EDA),
said, “This would be an exciting addition to
our community and would fill a prime va-
cant space in our City.”

Pleased with the proposal, the Council
approved it unanimously, with Mayor Cath-
erine Read noting that this use will also
have a bathroom and may be reached not
just by car, but also by foot or via Fairfax’s
free CUE buses.

It’s no wonder then that City officials were
so happy to participate in Down the Line’s
recent ribbon cutting. And besides being
Fairfax’s first facility dedicated only to pick-
leball, it'’s also owned by a woman, Jenni
Bae. The hours are Monday-Friday, 10 a.m.-
9 p.m.; and Saturday-Sunday, 8 a.m.-9 p.m.

At the outset of the ceremony, Fairfax City
Economic Development (FCED) Programs
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Participans pose for a to before cutting the ribbon. Chris Bruno is at far left, Catherine Read is in the center (in pnk jacket)

and Tara Borwey is at far right.

The Bae family: Wife Jenni and husband
Jin with their children, (from left) Lucas,
11-1/2; Faith, 8; and Jeremiah, 13.

Manager Tara Borwey said Bae taught her
how to play pickleball. “To say that the City
is excited to welcome this business is a com-
plete understatement,” said Borwey. “And
today, we're here to celebrate that.”

“This is truly one of the most exciting
openings we've had in a long time because

Pickleball players enjoying the new indoor facility in Fairfax City.
G + THE CONNECTION % AucGusT 7-13, 2024
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Owner Jenni Bae cuts the ribbon on Down the Line Sports Ce ter.

it’s so unique,” explained Read. “We cut rib-
bons on restaurants and retail, but this is our
first ribbon cutting on an indoor pickleball
court. And as ever, I so appreciate business-
es who choose us. You could choose a lot of
other places, but you picked Fairfax City.”
‘And this is such a perfect space,” she
continued. “You have revitalized a space
that would otherwise be empty. You have

» P

brought such energy, excitement and activ-
ity. More people need to get out, move their
bodies and play pickleball.” Commending
Bae on the building’s transformation, Read
said she used to go there when it was a phar-
macy and her children were little.

So she was delighted, she said, “to walk

SEE PICKLEBALL PALACE, PAGE 8

"
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After the ceremony, the professional pickleball players in front gave a demonstration.
(In no particular order), they are Rafa Hewett, Lea Jansen, Etta Wright, Connor Gar-
nett, Dylan Frazier and Pablo Tellez.
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ANK YOU FOR VISITING
1728 KIRBY ROAD
MCLEAN, VA 22101

TH

CHECK# 22101

MAKE EACH DAY COUNT WITH MEMORY SUPPORT

Life is about making every day meaningful. At Vinson Hall Retirement Community,

our Memory Support neighborhood, The Sylvestery, delivers compassionate care and )/ w
day-to-day services for older adults with Alzheimer’s or dementia. Our cheery, light-filled
suites, hallways and gathering spaces make residents feel at home. Offering compassionate Yeniry N’ 7@@
support from our licensed team 24 /7, including stimulating social activities and soothing f
sensory therapies, The Sylvestery is a secure, joyful neighborhood that delivers peace of “RiENpsae
mind for you and your loved ones. TuE SYLVESTER

Y
Whether returning from a group outing to a local theatre or a trip to the grocery store, Vinso €mory Care Communzty

residents love coming home to The Sylvestery, where they know their needs are taken
care of. Discover the personalized care at Vinson Hall Retirement Community. Contact

us today to learn more about Memory Support and our continuum of care. ——

CALL 703-935-5209 OR VISIT VINSONHALL.ORG TODAY TO PLAN YOUR MOVE
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Cool off this Summer with Great Food and Drink!
Change your Summer hair look with our Professional Services.
Burger King.......cuouenesnns 703-495-0113 7-Eleven .......ccoovieenns 703-690-2463
Texas Donuts.........cceunee 703-551-3110 Gyro Factory......ccueseunne 703-495-9777
Gunston WoK.......cccuuuens 703-495-8884 Salon Red ........ccecninenne 703-690-1122
Lorton Barbershop........ 703-495-9029 Antonelli’s Pizza............. 703-690-4500

Veronica’s Taquerid......... 703-646-4117

8212 Gunston Corner Lane, Lorton, VA 22079

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

* Electrical (ELE) Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

* Gas Fitting (GFC) Since 1999 10% down
* Heating Ventilation and Air nothing until the job

Conditioning (HVA) Ast is complete for the
¢ Plumbing (PLB) SUPER SERVICE past 17 years

AWARD

¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703=-999-2929

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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Pickleball Palace

FroM Pace 6

in here and see how beautiful the
space is. It is such an asset — such
a gem in the City. So thank you so
much to all of you who have come
today. And to all the people who
play pickleball, I welcome you
here. I know this is something
that’s going to bring energy to this
particular part of Fairfax City.”

Besides City officials and the
FCED, Read also acknowledged
the efforts of the Old Town Fairfax
Business Association and the Cen-
tral Fairfax Chamber of Commerce
in making this facility a reality in
the City. “This is a team effort,” said
Read. “What we do here really is a
partnership. We do our best to sup-
port the businesses who come here,
and our partners are very important
in us being able to do that.”

Also thrilled about Down the
Line’s opening was Fairfax Eco-
nomic Development Director Chris
Bruno. “I've gotten to know Jenni
and her family over the last year,”
he said. “I even played pickleball
with her, and she completely kicked
my butt — so I'm going to have to be
coming here a lot. We're extremely
proud of you and your family for
having the vision to open this facil-
ity here, and I want to thank you
and say congratulations.

“On behalf of the Economic Devel-
opment Authority, we welcome you.
We're glad you were able to par-
ticipate in our Facade and Interior
Improvement Grant program. And
we’re happy to have given you a lit-
tle bit of support so you could have a
new home here in Fairfax City.” Bru-
no also recognized the City’s former
assistant fire chief, Andrew Wilson,
who served as the EDAs project
manager helping to bring Down the
Line here and provided “a lot of be-
hind-the-scenes work.”

Down the Line welcomes both
beginners wanting to learn pickle-
ball and seasoned players looking
for competitive matches. From or-
ganized leagues and tournaments
to open play, private instruction
and social events, it offers some-
thing for all pickleball aficionados.

A second location is planned
for a 2025 opening in Annandale,
but this is Bae’s inaugural facility.
“This is an exciting new chapter
for Down the Line Sports Center,
and we're thrilled to bring our first
location to the heart of Old Town,”
said Bae. “It's a space where pa-
trons of all ages can come together,
play and connect.”

Pleased to see so many people
at the ribbon cutting, she said how
grateful she was for her family and
friends - both old and new. “I want
to thank the City,” said Bae. “It’s
been such a big support, and we’re
happy to be here. The amount of
friendships I've been able to culti-
vate because of pickleball has been
amazing. It’'s wonderful to develop

these new relationships and see a
community grow.”

She also thanked her parents,
in-laws, husband and three chil-
dren, who were all at the ceremo-
ny. “And a shout-out to my friends
who helped build this out, literal-
ly, with our hands — putting every
single piece together,” added Bae.
She gave a nod to Amazon Prime,
as well, for “having everything you
need to build a pickleball facility.”

She further stressed that Down
the Line has an operating system
different from any other pickleball
entity. “We’ve got technology that
gives us live scoreboards as you're
playing,” she explained. “And we
have a replay system that everyone
seems to love. If you hit a great shot,
you hit that replay and you get to
go home with the highlight. These
are all the things we offer — new ex-
periences and better quality.”

Councilmember Tom Ross said
nobody could have envisioned
pickleball when he graduated from
college, more than 50 years ago.
“So to see where we’ve come from
and where we are today is a real
tribute to people’s interest in new
activities and opportunities,” he
said. Ross was also excited to see a
former pharmacy transformed into
a modern use.

“My friends in Fairfax County
tell me Fairfax City is way ahead
of the county in terms of providing
opportunities for pickleball play-
ers,” he continued. ‘And that’s a
tribute to the City and to the lead-
ership of our EDA and our Parks
and Recreation Department and
the kind of work we do.”

Ross also reminded people to
patronize the local restaurants
and Chubby Squirrel Brewing
Co., in that same shopping cen-
ter, when they've finished play-
ing pickleball. “Take advantage
of what’s around and enjoy this
area,” he said. “We’ve got a great
City and a great community.”

Among those delighted with
the new facility is pickleball play-
er Tammy Sankner of Chantilly.
Although she’s only been playing
since December, her skills have
improved considerably, and she’s
become a pickleball devotee.

‘Jenni has been welcoming and
has given me pointers and helped
me develop my game,” said Sank-
ner. “This is a great facility — nice
and fresh, and with good lighting.
And since it’s relatively small, it’s
like a family; you get to know ev-
erybody here.”

« While open to non-mem-
bers, Down the Line is a member-
ship-based system, offering priority
reservations and other perks to its
members. For more information, go
to https://dtlsportscenter.com.

« To learn about incentives pro-
vided by Fairfax City Economic
Development, visit https://gofair-
faxcity.com/.
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NEWS

Fatal Crash in Reston

etectives from FCPS crash recon-
D struction unit are investigating a fa-

tal single-vehicle crash in Reston.
Yesterday around 9:40 a.m., officers re-
sponded to the intersection of Baron Cam-
eron Avenue and Fairfax County Parkway in
Reston for a single-vehicle crash.
Preliminarily, detectives determined that the
driver of a 2015 Porsche 911 was taking the
exit from northbound Fairfax County Park-
way onto Baron Cameron Avenue when the
vehicle travelled across multiple traffic lanes
and struck the underpass wall. The driver,
Marjorie Fox, 77, of Reston, was transported

to the hospital with life-threatening injuries.
She was the sole occupant of the vehicle.
Fox was pronounced deceased at the hospi-
tal. Preliminarily, speed and alcohol do not
appear to be factors. Detectives are investi-
gating whether a possible medical emergency
may have contributed to the crash.
Detectives would like to speak to anyone
who may have information about this case.
Those with information are asked to please
call the Crash Reconstruction Unit at 703-
280-0543. Tips can also be submitted anon-
ymously through Crime Solvers by phone —
1-866-411-TIPS (866-411-8477).

The Lamb Center Needs
Food Donations

he Lamb Center in Fairfax City is a

I nonprofit, daytime drop-in center

for people experiencing homeless-
ness. And a significant part of its operation
is providing its guests with nutrition, in-
cluding two meals — breakfast and lunch —
daily. But it urgently needs the community’s
help to do so.

During the past fiscal year, which end-
ed June 30, The Lamb Center had a
COVID-19-related grant from Fairfax Coun-
ty that funded much of its food-pantry pur-

e
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chases. Since that funding has now run out,
it’s working to identify other sources to cov-
er these purchases.

But in the meantime, the Lamb Center is
asking area residents and organizations for
help in filling its pantry. Anyone interested
in lending a hand is encouraged to go to
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C-
0B44A4AE2FA4FCC07-50295471-au-
gust?blm_aid=1512449+#/. Listed there are
the pantry needs for August, as well as sign-
up and delivery information.

Our community has been recognized as Best Assisted Living as
part of U.S. News & World Report’s 2024 Best Senior Living ratings.

&. & &, ©2024 Sunrise Senior Living

State Farm Insurance
G. STEPHEN DULANEY

IN GREAT FALLS

oo StateFarm-

AUTOe HOME e LIFE
FINANCIAL SERVICES

Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There.®

Open Saturdays

Complementary Insurance and Financial Review

703-759-4155

731-C WALKER RD.- GREAT FALLS, VA

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Office Bloomington, lllinois

Proud Supporter of Military Appreciation Mondays

ASSISTED LIVING | MEMORY CARE

SUNRISE OF FAIRFAX

Extraordinary
Senior Living

Opened just two years ago, Sunrise of Fairfax is a modern, vibrant senior
living community. Backed by Sunrise Senior Living’s more than 40

years of expert care, our community offers a personalized experience,
complete with exciting culinary experiences and engaging programs.

Book your personal tour by calling
703-831-7083 or visiting SunriseFairfax.com.

e
SUNRISE

SENIOR LIVING

FAIRFAX
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WILDLIFE

Are Humans T ransm1tt1ng Covid to W1ldhfep

VA Tech study
documents
cases in Six
species.

By SusaN LAUME
THE CONNECTION

espite several concert-
ed efforts, investigators
have yet to conclusively
determine whether the
virus that causes Covid (SARS-
CoV-2) had a zoonotic origin or
was a leak from the bio-laborato-
ry in Wuhan China. The virus be-
came the disease COVID-19 which
infected humans, and continues,
in pandemic proportions. Here in
Virginia, following a 2022-2023
study, several Virginia Tech re-
searchers published their findings
documenting transmission of the
virus from humans to wildlife, af-
ter sampling sites across Virginia
and D.C. The study appears in the
July 29th issue of Nature Commu-
nications, part of the Nature port-
folio. (https://www.nature.com/
articles/s41467-024-49891-w)

Of particular interest in our
urban area, is their finding that
“areas with more human activity
may serve as potential hotspots
for cross-species transmission
[from humans to wildlife].” And
wildlife living in recreation areas
and highly urbanized areas “like-
ly have higher risk of exposure to
SARS-CoV-2.” The study further
summarized that “Humans and
wildlife rarely come into direct
contact, but numerous indirect
links likely exist.” Potential sources
of exposure include trash recepta-
cles and discarded food. Wildlife
in urban areas “are regularly ex-
posed to human refuse

. which could serve
as a bridge for transmis-
sion between humans,
companion animals, and
wild species.”

During the study re-
searchers trapped and
sampled 23 species;
a variety of common
backyard species. They
detected the SARS-CoV2
virus in six species: deer
mice, opossums, rac-
coons, groundhogs, cot-
tontail rabbits, and red
bats. The highest inci-
dence of the virus was
found in creatures near
hiking trails and high-traffic public
areas. Further the study found a
close match to virus variants which
were circulating in humans at the

PHOTO BY

SUSAN LAUME/

THE CONNECTION

Certified rehabil-

itator uses mask-

ing and gloves to
protect animals
under her care.
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PHOTO BY OSULAK USF\X/S
One opossum sampled in 2022 “revealed a novel mutation which might

suggest animal-to-animal transmission or possible adaptation within the

opossum”

PHOTO BY SUSAN LAUME/THE CONNECTION
Eastern Cottontail rabbits sampled positive for the virus in VA

Tech’s study.

time. This suggests that
humans are passing the
virus to wildlife.

Health  researchers
were already aware of
human to animal trans-
mission. In the Spring
of 2020, several ani-
mals in zoos tested posi-
tive for SARS-CoV-2, in-
cluding tigers and other
big cats, and gorillas.
The first cases were
reported in the Bronx
Zoo after animals were
exposed to a caretaker
with COVID-19. Several
well documented cases
in captive animals followed. Re-
search also shows within-species
transmission in the wild and in
laboratories. Various studies show

10 % THE CONNECTION % AucusT 7-13, 2024

PHOTO BY JAMES GATHANY
Deer mice have shown a high
susceptibility to the Covid virus.

“a broad diversity of mammal spe-
cies have been exposed to SARS-
CoV-2 in the wild. ... White-tailed

TR

PHoTO BY USGS
Eastern Red Bats are among bats found to carry coronavirus
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PHOTO BY SUSAN LAUME/THE CONNECT[ON
Transmission of SARS-CoV-2, likely from humans to free-range
White-tailed Deer, have resulted in subsequent deer-to-deer trans-
mission across the United States.

Deer had the most documented
infections of non-captive ani-
mals.” (www.nature.com/articles/
s41598-022-16071-z?)

Virginia’s Department of Wild-
life Resources includes a warn-
ing to those hunting deer. “While
deer do not appear to become
sick or show clinical signs of dis-
ease when infected, SARS-CoV-2
may be transmitted from deer to

deer. There are currently no docu-
mented cases of humans becoming
infected after contact with infect-
ed white-tailed deer and there is
no evidence that humans can get
COVID-19 by eating wild hunt-
ed game meat. While the risk of
transmission of SARS-CoV-2 from
deer to humans is unknown at this

SEe VA TecH Stubpy, PAGE Il
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Kiel Stone, the Fairfax County Park Authority Board Chairman, and Jeff McKay, chairman, Fairfax
County Board of Supervisors, recognized many of the Park Authority’s outstanding volunteers for their
valuable contributions and dedication at the Park Authority’s weekly summer musical event, Evenings
on the Ellipse. The recognition occurred at the Fairfax County Government Center on Thursday, July

18, from 5:30 to 7:30.

Fairfax County Park Authority Honors its Volunteers

At the Park Authority’s weekly summer musical
event, Evenings on the Ellipse, Kiel Stone, chairman
of the Park Authority Board, and Jeff McKay, chair-
man of the Board of Supervisors, honored the Park
Authority’s 22 outstanding volunteers for their valu-
able contributions and dedication.

The recognition occurred at the Fairfax County
Government Center on Thursday, July 18, from 5:30
to 7:30. “Our volunteers are the backbone of our ef-
forts to create a more just and accessible park system,
making important changes in the field through pro-
grams and outreach as opportunities arise. We ask a
lot of our volunteers, and they gladly deliver,” said Jai
Cole, Park Authority executive director.

FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK AUTHORITY
2024 OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEERS

Kate Anderson, Farmers Market Volunteer at Green
Spring Gardens; Kenneth Braswell, Golf Course Main-
tenance Assistant at Greendale Golf Course; Dave Cox,
Play Assistant Manager at Twin Lakes Golf Course;
Elizabeth Eisenberg, General Support Assistant at Oak-
mont Rec Center; Howard Eisinger, Gardener at Sully
Historic Site; Yuki Ellis, Horticulturalist and Extraordi-

nary Planer and Gardener at Burke Lake Golf Center;
Marijke Gate, Nature Program Volunteer at Riverbend
Park; Geri Herai, Gardening and Landscaping Volun-
teer at Spring Hill Rec Center; Steven Johnson, Fit-
ness Room Monitor at Audrey Moore Rec Cente; Karin
Lehnigk, IMA Site Leader at Oakton Community Park;
Wayne Lynch, Golf Course Marshal at Pinecrest Golf
Course; Peggy Martz, Front Desk Associate at South
Run Rec Center; Kim Munshower, Assistant Program
Leader at Hidden Oaks Nature Center; Sue Myracle,
Adapted Aquatics Assistant at South Run Rec Center;
Sam Nehman, General Support Assistant at Providence
Rec Center; Bob Ochs, Roving Naturalist and Duck
Box Monitor at Huntley Meadows Park; Nicholas Pece,
General Support Assistant at George Washington Rec
Center; Robin Rueger, Trail Volunteer at Franconia
Rec Center and Park; Irma Ruiz, Front Desk Associate
at Cub Run Rec Center; Kate Scheuer, Tea Host and
Flower Arranger at Green Spring Gardens and Historic
House; Christine Seigo, Assistant Park Educator at El-
lanor C. Lawrence Park; Vijay Singh, Golf Course Start-
er and Marshal at Laurel Hill Golf Club; and Maureen
Wolford, Native Plan Gardening Park Volunteer Team
Leader at Hidden Pond Park and Nature Center.

VA Tech Study Documents Cases in Six Species

From Pace 10

time, it is believed to be low.”
The DWR site advises hunters
to “continue to take standard
precautions when field-dress-
ing and processing harvested
deer, regardless of concern over
COVD-19 transmission.*

Olivia LoBalbo, a state and
federally permitted wildlife re-
habilitator with Animal Educa-
tion and Rescue Organization,
indicates DWR has required
rehabilitators to use masks and
gloves for any work with mam-
mals for the past couple of years.
The precaution prevents human
to animal transmission, and po-
tential animal to human trans-
mission as well.

LoBalbo says that in 2020,
DWR required testing any bats
in rehab for Covid before release.
She shares, “It was quite amusing
trying to swab these tiny crea-
tures. I had to poke them in the
face enough times to make them

angry and hiss at me, which is
when I would quickly swab them.
I rehabilitated a good number of
bats, and none of them ever test-
ed positive for COVID.”

She also says she has not had
any other animals diagnosed with
Covid under her care. Although
“Covid symptoms are similar to
those of many other common
conditions, making it difficult to
pinpoint one specific cause.”

Bats have been shown to
carry at least three coronavi-
ruses, however, they have not
been tied to the emergence of
Covid-19 despite early specu-
lation about their role. David
Lawlor, a Fairfax County Park
Authority ecologist with its
Natural Resources Branch, is
conducting bat surveys in area
parks, including Laurel Hill Park
in Lorton, “to inventory bat spe-
cies and confirm rare species in
parks with high quality habi-
tat.” He says his surveys do not

sample bats for viruses or oth-
er diseases. He further shares,
“In 2020 and 2021, DWR did
not permit mist netting bats in
the state due to the coronavirus
and possible transmission from
humans to bats. In 2022, they
began issuing permits to mist
net bats again. As a precaution,
Park Authority staff use leather
gloves covered with disposable
plastic gloves when handling
bats for data collection to pre-
vent spreading [any] virus from
bat to bat [and from human han-
dlers’] as they are being handled
each night. The plastic dispos-
able gloves are changed between
handling each individual bat.”

As the Virginia Tech study
extract concludes, “Continued
broad surveillance and more
detailed ecological research will
be needed to fully determine the
role of wildlife communities in
SARS-CoV-2 transmission and
evolution.”
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“Learning knows no age limit!
At OLLI Mason, our programming rewards curious
individuals with fun experiences and deeper knowledge.
For more than 30 years, OLLI Mason has provided its
members with top-notch cultural and educational lectures
aswell as engaging social and trip opportunities.”

- Executive Director Jennifer Disano

Rediscover the Sheer Love of Learning

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at George Mason University is a community where you can enjoy
new experiences, informative seminars, fun-filled activities, and social gatherings—online and in-person.

FALL 2024 TERM

September 23 - November 15

Stay connected and engaged through our classes and events!
Registration begins on August 20th and continues throughout the term.

Join Today at: olli.gmu.edu  Phone: 703-503-3384  Email: olli@gmu.edu

Special Promotion
$300 Annual Membership

Fee for New Members!

B

The <~
RESIDENCE

at COLVIN RUN

Assisted Living & Memory Care

Boutique Senior Living
with Great Falls at Its Heart

The Residence at Colvin Run offers more than a stress-free
lifestyle, luxury amenities, and restaurant-style dining. Our
Call Bell Quick-Response Program means, when a resident
rings for help, a team member shows up quickly and
reliably. We hold ourselves accountable by allowing you to
check our response times by scanning the code below.

Call 703.223.5226 or visit IntegraCare.com
to learn more and schedule a tour today!

FREE DIGITAL SUBSCRIPTION
to all of our papers

www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe
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ENTERTAINMENT

The band SoHo Down will perform on Wednesday, Aug. 14, 2024 at

the Free Concerts at Burke Lake Park in Burke.

NOW THRU AUG. 11

WMAI Inaugural Exhibition. 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m. At Workhouse Arts Cen-
ter, 9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton.
Serving Together, Creating Togeth-
er is an Inaugural Exhibition of art
by participants in the Workhouse
Military in The Arts Initiative
(WMAI).Visit the website:https://
www.workhousearts.org/calendar/
serving-together

FCPA'S SUMMER

ENTERTAINMENT SERIES

Fairfax County Park Authority’s
Summer Entertainment Series
presents more than 190 exciting
performances at 17 locations all
summer long. Choose from an ar-
ray of free, live performances fea-
turing classical to bluegrass music
and everything in between. Enjoy
performances from outstanding
local and national touring groups
including:

(Aug. 16) The United States Air Force
Strings — Mason District Park Am-
phitheater: Join the official string
ensemble of the U.S. Air Force for
an evening of music ranging from
classical symphonic selections to
classic rock, bluegrass and patriotic
compositions.

(Aug. 18) Cheryl Wheeler with Kenny
White — Mason District Amphithe-
ater: Sing along to folk music with
famed singer-songwriter Cheryl
Wheeler and pianist and singer
Kenny White.

(Aug. 23) Deanna Bogart — Grist
Mill Park: Hear Deanna Bogart’s
dazzling keyboards, soulful saxo-
phone, smoky vocals and cut-above
songwriting.

(Aug. 24) Bruce in the USA — Arrow-
brook Centre Park: Jam on to your
favorite tunes by Bruce Springsteen
and The E Street Band.

(Aug. 31) Cloud Cult — Arrowbrook
Centre Park: End your summer
on a high note with Cloud Cult, a
band known for their unique alter-
native-orchestral-folk-rock sound
and hailed as one of the “Top 10
Green Bands” by Rolling Stone.

Performances are held outdoors and
may be canceled in the event of
inclement weather. Call 703-324-
SHOW (7469) before leaving home
for inclement weather updates.

FREE CONCERTS AT

BURKE LAKE PARK

Mark your calendars for 7 p.m.
every Wednesday night through
Aug. 21st at Burke Lake Park
for an incredible line-up of
bands, food trucks, 2 Silos beer,
and Peterson’s Ice Cream. The
atmosphere is informal, so bring
a picnic blanket, lawn chairs, and
relax with friends and family.

August 7 - The Road Ducks

Food trucks: Babu-Ji & Empanadas de
Mendoza

August 14 - SoHo Down

Food truck: Roaming Coyote

August 21 - Riptide

Food truck: Roaming Coyote

KIDZ KORNER EVENTS IN

FAIRFAX CITY

FUNDAY MONDAY: Mondays, 10:30 —
11:15 am at Old Town Hall, 3999
University Drive, Fairfax. For more
information: https://www.fairfax-
va.gov/government/parks-recre-
ation/cultural-arts

Aug. 12 — Music Together Sing and
Groove

Aug. 19 — Drew Blue Shoes Magic!

Aug. 26 - Storytime with Fairfax
Library: “Ice Cream” theme

KIDZ KORNER: Saturdays, 10:30 —
11:15 am at Old Town Square,
10415 North Street, Fairfax.
https://www.fairfaxva.gov/gov-
ernment/parks-recreation/cultur-
al-arts

Aug. 10 — Superhero Training with
“The Hulk”

Aug. 17 — Children’s Music with Mar-
sha (of Marsha and the Positrons)

FAMILY FILMS AT

SULLY HISTORIC SITE

Fairfax County Park Authority
introduces another season of
Starlight Cinema. Come enjoy this
outdoor movie series with feature
films for the entire family as well
as pre-movie entertainment. Pack
your picnics, blankets and chairs,
and head out to enjoy movies
under the stars — for free — all
month long this August.

The Starlight Cinema gates open at 6
p-m. Opening children’s enter-
tainment begins at 7 p.m. with
performances featuring music,
magic. comedy and puppetry. The
evening’s feature film will begin at
dark. Watch from your cars or on
the lawn in front of the screen.

This year, the Starlight Cinema Series
will be held at Sully Historic Site at
3650 Historic Sully Way, Chantil-
ly. This year’s performances will
include:

Aug. 10: The Great Zucchini and “Paw
Patrol: The Mighty Movie”

Aug. 17: Mr. Gabe and Friends and
“Wish”

Aug. 24: Geoff Marsh and “Elemental”

Movies are held outdoors and are
subject to cancellation in case of
inclement weather. Call 703-324-
SHOW (7469) one hour before the
start of pre-movie entertainment
for rain cancellations. Learn more
about the Starlight Cinema and
other performances being held
throughout the summer by visiting
the Summer Entertainment Series
website.
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Bookstore Romance Day takes plae on Satuday,
Aug. 17, 2024 at Fonts Books & Gifts in McLean.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 7

Senior Movie Day. 10 a.m. At LOOK
Cinemas at Reston Town Center,
Reston. Featuring the movie “Kung
Fu Panda 4.” RA presents Senior
Movie Day, a free movie on the
fourth Wednesday of the month.
For ages 55-plus. Sign-In and
Register online through the www.
RestonWebtrac.com account.

AUG. 9-10

“Legally Blonde.” 7 p.m. At Meridian
High School in Falls Church. The
Metropolitan School of the Arts
(MSA) musical theatre department
is thrilled to announce their up-
coming production of the hit musi-
cal “Legally Blonde,” taking place
at Meridian High School in Falls
Church, featuring a state-of-the-art
600-seat theater. Tickets cost $10
for students and $25 for adults.
“Legally Blonde” follows the story
of Elle Woods, a determined and
underestimated sorority girl who
defies expectations by enrolling at
Harvard Law School to win back
her ex-boyfriend. Through her
journey, Elle discovers her own
strength and intelligence, proving
that she’s much more than just a
pretty face.

SATURDAY/AUG. 10

Back to School Festival. 11 a.m. to
3 p.m. At Mount Olive Baptist
Church, 6600 Old Centreville
Road, Centreville. Barbers and hair
stylists for youth, games, live DJ,
carnival rides, bounce, preventa-
tive health education and screen-
ings, information booths and more.
Free backpack with supplies.

SATURDAY/AUG. 10

2024 Lake Anne Cardboard Boat
Regatta. Make a splash at this
year’s race. Hosted by Lake Anne
of Reston, a condominium unit
owners association. Aug. 3 is the
deadline to register your boat.
Register or sponsor at www.reston-
museum.org.

SUNDAY/AUG. 11

Second Sunday at Lake Anne Plaza
in Reston. 3-6 p.m. Get ready for
an unforgettable afternoon at Lake
Anne Plaza’s Second Sunday event.
This vibrant afternoon will be a
perfect blend of art, wellness, and
culinary delights.

Event Highlights

Reston Art Gallery: Indulge your

g

senses at the Chocolate & Wine
Reception. Savor fine wines paired
with delectable chocolates while
enjoying the inspiring artwork.

OmBaked: Refresh yourself with
their BOGO CBD Seltzer Specials.
Experience the potentially calming
benefits of alcohol-free, low-calorie
CBD while sipping on these deli-
cious, refreshing beverages.

Lake Anne Coffee House: Dive into
a culinary adventure with Paella
Night! Savor the rich flavors of this
traditional Spanish dish and take
advantage of the retail wine spe-
cials to find the perfect pairing.

Elden Street Tea Shop: Indulge in
BOGO Mocktails & Retail Tea
Specials.

New Trail Cycling & Strength: Find
your zen with Outdoor Yoga.
Stretch, breathe, and relax in the
beautiful outdoors, guided by
expert instructors.

AUG. 12-16

Haunt Camp. 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. At
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Join them
for a week exploring all things
related to producing an entertain-
ing haunted house experience from
a Performing Arts perspective! Cost
is $300. For rising 7th — 12th grade
students. Younger may be admitted
with permission of the instructors.
Visit the website: https://www.
workhousearts.org/calendar/
haunt-camp

THURSDAY/AUG. 15

Summer Wine Soiree. 5:30 to 7:30
p.m. At Broad & Washington
Restaurant, Falls Church. Broad
& Washington invites guests to
embark on a flavorful journey at its
Summer Wine Soiree in collabora-
tion with the restaurant, Thomp-
son Italian. Guided by Thompson
Italian’s expert sommeliers, this
exclusive tasting event will feature
curated selections of wines and
samples of signature dishes. Guests
will be greeted with a welcome
beverage and will leave with a
Thompson Italian dessert box to
enjoy at home. This event is free to
attend, but tickets via Eventbrite
are required for entry.

SATURDAY/AUG. 17

Poetry Beneath the Stars. 7:30-8:30
p.m. At Turner Farm Park, 925
Springvale Road, Great Falls. Head
to Turner Farm Park for an evening

A Nehtrali Sound Bath wokshop takes place on
Sunday, Aug. 18, 2024 at Workhouse Arts Center
in Lorton.

of contemplating the cosmos
through poetry. Led by Fairfax
County Poet Laureate Danielle
Badra, this workshop will feature
examples of poems inspired by the
stars to ignite your creativity on a
unique celestial journey. Partici-
pants will start indoors and be pro-
vided with examples of star-gazing
poetry and prompts to craft their
own poems. But that’s not all!
Weather permitting, you can take
your poetry outdoors or enjoy a
special treat: telescope viewing at
the Roll Top Observatory. Please
note, this will be Danielle Badra’s
final Poetry In The Parks event as
FairfaxCounty Poet Laureate. Space
is limited to ensure an intimate
and engaging experience for all
attendees.

SATURDAY/AUG. 17

Bookstore Romance Day. At Fonts
Books & Gifts, Chesterbrook Plaza,
6262 Old Dominion Drive, Mc-
Lean. Bookstore Romance Day is a
national day designed to give inde-
pendent bookstores an opportunity
to celebrate Romance fiction—its
books, readers, and writers—and
to strengthen the relationships be-
tween bookstores and the Romance
community. It is celebrated on the
third Saturday in August.

Fonts Books opened last November,
so this is their first ever Bookstore
Romance Day. The day’s plans start
at opening at 10 a.m.

SATURDAY/AUG. 17

2024 Springfield Bridge Walk. Cel-
ebrate the Springfield community
and the local military community
at the annual Springfield Bridge
Walk. Since 2009, neighbors,
businesses and civic organiza-
tions have gathered to walk over
Veterans Bridge in the Springfield
Revitalization District to recognize
the renewal of the United States
Army’s Community Covenant. The
short walk ends with a community
celebration featuring refreshments,
entertainment and the introduction
of the new Fort Belvoir Garrison
Commander. Staging at 9:30 a.m.
at Springfield Plaza, 6998 Bland
Street Walk at 10 a.m. at the
intersection of Bland Street and
Ambherst Ave. Walk ends at 10:30
a.m. at American Legion Post 176,
6520 Amherst Ave.

SEE ENTERTAINMENT, PAGE 13
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NEWS

Scooter Safety Under the Microscope

By MIKE SALMON
THE CONNECTION

-scooters and e-bikes are part of the

transportation equation now and that

also means they are part of the road

hazard rate too. A Consumer Product
Safety Commission study done in late 2023
shows that the injury rate on “micromobility”
items like scooters and bicycles goes up each
year by about 20 percent.

These accidents are seen in more frequent-
ly in children 14 years and younger, and they
star in the safety video the CPSC released called
“CPSC Micromobility, Be a Champion of eScoot-
er Safety.” The number of injuries is going up
with the popularity of e-scooters and e-bikes.
In 2017, there were 751 injuries on e-bicycles,
and in just five years that number had spiked to
23,493 CPSC said. At the same time, e-scooter
injuries rose from 8,566 to 56,847.

At first look, scooter riders are flawlessly glid-
ing along, steering clear of obstacles without a
care in the world, but it’s not that easy. “Studies
have shown that first-time riders especially are
getting injured,” said the narrator of a Consum-
er Product Safety Commission video “Scooter
Safety 101.” Riding in the street seemed to be
a bad side of the scooters and this could be re-
lated to the equipment on a scooter. The wheels
are small so a hard riding surface like a street is
appealing to the riders. “If you love bike lanes,
that’s your safest bet,” they said in the video.

The Alexandria Health Department did a
study of e-scooter injuries in 2019 and found
that from Jan. 1 to Aug. 30, 2019, 10 cases
of e-scooter related injuries were identified
using ESSENCE, a surveillance system used

ENTERTAINMENT
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HOW LONG
MUST
WOMEN WAIT

A Women’s Equality Celebration takes place on
Saturday, Aug. 24, 2024 at Workhouse Arts Center

in Lorton.
From Pace 12

SUNDAY/AUG. 18
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Museum of the Marine Corps, 1775
Semper Fidelis Way, Triangle. The
premier band of the United States

Riding down King Street amongst the
0Old Town traffic.

by the Virginia Department of Health (VDH).
ESSENCE uses hospital and urgent care center
data to analyze chief complaint and discharge
diagnosis codes from participating facilities.

Around the Fairfax County area, there are
plenty of paved bike trails and bike lanes but
not all allow scooters. On the Mount Vernon
Bike Trail that goes along the Potomac River,
the rules state “motorized vehicles, including
skateboards, bicycles, scooters, and Segways
are not allowed on the Mount Vernon Trail.”
Motorized is the key word there.

Some scooters are available for rent off the
web and the user rents the scooter as a mode
of transportation, rides them to the desired
destination and just leaves them off to the side
of roads or trails for others to rent and head
the other way. Scooter companies such as Bird,
Lime and Scoot are some of the scooter makers

The Burke Historical Society will feature quilt
maker Bunnie Jordan on Sunday, Aug. 25, 2024
at Pohick Regional Library in Burke.

Honor Women’s Equality Day
with an afternoon of festivities
commemorating the efforts and

PHo

with this transportation option.

seen on the street.

This has caused some ill feelings for people
that see abandoned scooters around town. In
November 2019, the Fairfax County Board of
Supervisors addressed the e-scooter phenome-
non including the safety and clutter factor of
scooters left around on the roadside. One of the
supervisors referred to an email from a constit-
uent who wrote that scooters had been “aban-
doned on sidewalks, private yards and paths
through woods and neighborhood surrounding
George Mason University.” This is one of the
strikes against the scooter phenomenon.

TUESDAY/AUG. 27

Red Cross Blood Drive. 1:30-6
p.m. At Christ the King Lutheran
Church, 10550 Georgetown Pike,
Great Falls. Christ the King is
having a Red Cross blood drive.
Donors will receive a $20 Amazon
gift card via email! Register
today at www.redcrossblood.org.
Questions? Contact Melody Starya
Mobley at 571-276-7356.

FREE SUMMER CONCERTS AT
NATIONAL MUSEUM OF THE

MARINE CORPS

The Marine Corps Heritage Founda-
tion has announced its annual
Summer Concert Series sched-
ule at the National Museum of
the Marine Corps in Triangle,
Virginia. The series will feature
military bands performing music
from traditional patriotic tunes to
contemporary works and pop hits.

Neutrality Sound Bath. 4-5:30 p.m.
At Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Come and
experience a huge AJNA Singing
Bowl, harmonically paired with
further instruments, inviting us
into a powerful state of conscious-
ness through Gamma brainwav-
es. Cost: $35. Visit the website:
https://www.workhousearts.org/
calendar/sound-bath

Marine Corps, “The President’s
Own” plays patriotic and martial
favorites alongside selections from
the wind band repertoire, works by
contemporary COmposers, scores
from film and theatre, and more.
In case of inclement weather, check
the Marine Corps Heritage Foun-
dation’s Facebook page facebook.
com/MarineCorpsHeritageFdn

SATURDAY/AUG. 24

THURSDAY/AUG. 22
“The President’s Own” U.S. Marine
Band Performs. 7 p.m. At National

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Women’s Equality Celebration. 1-4

p-m. At Workhouse Arts Center,
9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton.

achievements of the groundbreak-
ing activists that fought long and
hard for women’s enfranchise-
ment. Visit the website: https://
www.workhousearts.org/calen-
dar/women-equality

SUNDAY/AUG. 25

Burke Historical Society Meeting.
3-4:30 p.m. At Pohick Regional
Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road,

Burke. Bunnie Jordan, a quilt-mak-

er, collector, teacher, and author,
will speak on the long history of
quilting in Virginia. Free.

All shows begin at 7 p.m. Visit
marineheritage.org/eventcalen-
dar-368789.

Thursday, August 22: “The President’s
Own” United States Marine Band
will present a varied repertoire
ranging from traditional concert
band selections to the patriotic
marches that made it famous.

Thursday, Aug. 29: “The President’s
Own” United States Marine Band
returns to close the Summer Con-
cert Series for 2024.

SEE ENTERTAINMENT, PAGE 15
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ARE YOU LOOKING FOR
DURABLE MEDICAL
EQUIPMENT?

CARE MED

SUPPLY LLC
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Obituary Obituary

Experience the power of healing with
durability! Trust in Durable Medical
Equipment, your partner in Health
and Recovery.

P: 571-460-0269 F:571-350-3174

info@caremedsupply.com
caremedsupply.com

Be prepared before the next power outage.
J ==

It’s not just a generator.
It’s a power move.

Receive afree 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 844-947-1479
to schedule your free quote!

GENERAC
——

*Terms and Conditions apply.
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Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

10%

Seniors + Military

Say “NO" to Cleaning ©
ut Your Gutters.

Your Entire Purchase*

++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

1-877 614-6667
a @

+5ee Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year, 15ubject o credit approval. Ca for details. AR 366920923,
AT ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HICOGT1S20, AL CBOOSG6TS, 1A C127230, ID RCE-S1604, LA 550584, WA 176447, MD MHICIT1225, M1 262300173, 262300318, 262300328,
62300379, 262300330, 262300331, MN IRT31304, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, W] 13VH02553900, N 408553, NV 85990, MY H-19114, H-50209, OR 218294,
PA 179543, 069383, RA GL-41354, TN 10831, LIT 10783858 5501, VA 2705160845, WA LEAFFRIWBZZIL, W WAIS6012.
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Mark Anton Carolla, of Herndon, VA, 74,
passed away on July 15, 2024. Lieutenant
Commander, USNR, Mark Carolla, was born
on July 5, 1950, in Sharon, CT, to Anthony
Carolla and Mary Carolla. Originally from Pearl
River, NY, he graduated from Middlebury
College with a B.A. in History (specializing in
German, Russian, and Medieval History) and
earned a Master’s in Foreign Affairs from the
University of Virginia.

Mark’s career spanned over 45 vyears,
dedicated to the service of his country
through his roles in the Army, Navy, and
the Department of Defense. Mark was a
devoted husband, a loving father, and a
proud grandfather. He was a historian and
an expert in rail, air, transportation, security, and international affairs. A
lifelong learner, he was always reading or studying a new language. His
talent for storytelling captivated everyone around him.

He is survived by his wife of 41 years, Leeann Carolla; his daughters,
Angela Wheeler (Emmitte Wheeler) and Katherine Elam (Matt Elam);
granddaughters, Emma Wheeler and Victoria Elam; and his brother,
Robert Carolla (Stacy Collins).

A Funeral Mass will be held at St. Joseph’s Church, 750 Peachtree St.,
Herndon, VA, on August 14, 2024, at 11:00 AM, with a Celebration of Life
reception to follow. Inurnment with full Military Honors will take place at
Arlington National Cemetery at a later date.

Employment Legals

SOFTWARE ENGINEERS: Reston,
VA & various unanticipated locations
throughout the U.S. Invlv in SDLC
includng rqurmnt anlys, dsgn
spcficaton, codng, & tstng of apps.
Dsgn, dvlp, tst, suprt, & maintn softwr
apps & prgrms. Crt stord prcdurs,
functns, & packgs for movng data
frm stagng area to data mart. Prpar
tst scripts & conduct systm & unit
tstng. Prfrm trublshotng, idntfy bugs,
& debugng. Skills Req’rd: ASP .NET,
Angular, HTML, JavaScript, SQL,
jQuery, Visual Studio, SVN, GIT &

ABC LICENSE
Hookah Lounge, LLC trading as
Marrakesh Lounge, 761 B/763 A Elden
Street, Herndon, VA 20170. The above
establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC
BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for a retail
license to sell or manufacture alcoholic
beverages. Jalal Achir, Owner. NOTE:
Objections to the issuance of this license
must be submitted to ABC no later than 30
days from the publishing date of the first
of two required newspaper legal notices.
Objections should be registered at www.
abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Postman. Bachelor’s in Sci, Tech, or

Engg (any) w/2 years of experience Employment
in the job offrd or rltd occuptn is
req’d. Mail CV: HR, SMK Soft Inc.,
12359 Sunrise Valley Dr, Ste. 170, ‘\\|CHENEGA®
Reston, VA 20191 =—x \\‘j">
= _EHGF -
[T Strategic Business Unit
Legals Now Hiring

Chenega Corporation
HVAC Mechanic
Stationary Watch Engineer
Fire Alarm Technician

ABC LICENSE
Ono Brewing Company trading as Ono
Brewing Company, 4520 Daly Dr #102,
Chantilly, Fairfax County, Virginia,

20151-3735. The above establishment is Apply today
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT

OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL www.chenegaehf.com
(ABC) AUTHORITY for a Winery: 5000 or Reston, VA

less license to sell or manufacture alcoholic
beverages. Scott Hoffman, President, Ono

Brewing Company. NOTE: Objections to the
issuance of this license must be submitted to
ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing
date of the first of two required newspaper
legal notices. Objections should be registered
at www.abc.virginia.gov or (800) 552-3200.

An expert is someone who knows some of
the worst mistakes that can be made in
his subject and how to avoid them.

-Werner Heisenberg

The Bath or Shower You‘ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

i’ 1000 OFF

j J[ A - No Puymcnh & No Interest

For 18 Months™
OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/24

“Inchudes product and labor; bathtub, shower or walkin tub and wall surreund.
BATH & This prometion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may
SHOWER apply. This offer expires 9,/30/24, Each deolership is independently owned and

operated. *“Third party finoncing is availoble for those rustomers wha qualify, See
( 844) 945-1631 your dealer for detoils. ©2024 BCI Aurylic, Inc.

BCi

CALL
NOW

NEWS

‘Stay Away’
Weekend Aug.
16-19

Georgetown Pike
Bridge Traffic Shift

As part of the 495 Express Lanes
Northern Extension (495 NEXT)
project, a new Georgetown Pike
Bridge over I1-495 is being built
in phases to keep traffic moving
throughout construction. Over the
weekend of Aug.16-19, all travel
lanes on Georgetown Pike Bridge will
be shifted to a new northern portion
of the bridge so that work can begin
on a new southern portion. Drivers
are advised to stay away from the
vicinity of the Georgetown Pike and
1-495 interchange all weekend, as
lanes will be reduced and Beltway
ramps closed with detours in place.

What to Expect:

% At 9 p.m., Friday, August 16,
lane and ramp closures and work will
begin. By no later than 5 a.m., Mon-
day, August 19, all lanes on George-
town Pike will be open on the new
northern section of the bridge, and
all Beltway ramps will be reopened.
If needed, work will be rescheduled
for the weekend of Aug. 23-26.

« During this weekend, George-
town Pike Bridge over 1-495 will be
reduced from five to two lanes (one
lane open in each direction), and
all ramps between the Beltway and
Georgetown Pike will be closed with
detours in effect.

% These closures are needed
for crews to complete paving, lane
markings, ramp tie-ins and other
work to implement the shift.

+« Enhanced police presence will
be in place throughout affected loca-
tions.

« Work is weather dependent,
and will be rescheduled for the
weekend of Aug. 23-26 if necessary

Why an Extended

Weekend of Work?

Switching traffic to the new sec-
tion of the Georgetown Pike Bridge
over a one-weekend period shortens
the duration of impacts to local traf-
fic. The extended work hours over
the weekend will enable crews need-
ed time to build up pavement transi-
tion areas, where there is an eleva-
tion difference ranging from three to
six feet.

What Should Travelers Do?

To avoid expected congestion and
backups on Georgetown Pike near
the Beltway, travelers are urged to
stay away from the area and take
alternate routes. Drivers affected by
the Beltway ramp closures should
slow down, use caution and follow
the signed detour routes.

What Happens Next:

After all Georgetown Pike Bridge
traffic is shifted to the newly opened
northern section of the bridge,
crews will demolish the existing
southern portion of the bridge.

A new southern portion is expect-
ed to open in mid-2025, with traffic
shifted into its final configuration
on the overall new bridge in late
2025.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



PEOPLE

Lake Braddock Senior Spent the
Summer as a Marine, Sort of

Young Marines is the

organization of choice
for Abigail Keith.

By MIKE SALMON
THE CONNECTION

he version of summer camp Ab-
igail Keith chose this year is not
for everybody. Keith is a rising
Lake Braddock Secondary School
senior and a member of the Young Marines,
a national youth organization for boys and
girls from age eight through high school
graduation. Her summer camp was a lead-
ership school she attended in mid July at the
Naval Air Station Newport in Rhode Island
where she graduated among the top ten
graduates for her leadership qualities.

“I do it because it’s fun,” Abigail said.

She started the Young Marine program
when she was young, following her older
brother who did the program also. Since
then, she’s cleaned up trash in Pearl Harbor,
Hawaii, shot a shotgun on the skeet range,
marched with the drill team, and acted as
a mentor for the younger classes coming
through the system.

“I’s built up my confidence a lot,” she
said.

Abigail was in the Top 10 at this summers’
program along with fellow Young Marines
from San Diego, Upstate New York and Po-
tomac, Maryland. Col. William P. Davis, Ex-

ecutive Director, knows the schooling is

tough on these teenagers but the rewards

are much more, he said. “The demanding
training is rigorous, but year after year, the

NLA graduates report back that this train-

ing is invaluable in their future endeav-
ors,” he said.

There’s marching, a military uniform, and
discipline similar to the United States Ma-
rine Corps but it pretty much stops there.
There’s no boot camp, no screaming from
the drill sergeants, and no possibility of
getting killed on the battlefield somewhere
down the line. That would take a full enlist-
ment at the completion of the Young Ma-
rines, which some of her fellow classmates
are intending to pursue after they graduate.

“I don’t plan on going into the military,”
Abigail said. She has her whole senior year
at Lake Braddock Secondary School to de-
cide what’s coming next.

She has gotten involved with other activi-
ties at Lake Braddock and part of the Young
Marine training that led to that too. She’s
played on the volleyball team, was the cap-
tain of the crew team and is a member of the
marching band. She credits the confidence
from being in the Young Marines led to these
achievements. In addition, she’s in her sec-
ond year of lifeguarding at the Cottontail
Swim and Racquet Club in Burke, and plans
on returning to the lifeguard stand next
summer too.

The Young Marines is a national non-prof-
it 501c youth education and service program
for boys and girls, ages eight through high

PHOTOS BY YOUNG MARINES

Abigail Keith

school graduation, their description read.
The Young Marines promotes the men-
tal, moral and physical development of its
members, focusing on teaching the values of
leadership, teamwork and self-discipline, so
its members can live and promote a healthy,
drug-free lifestyle similar to the Boy and Girl
Scouts. Young Marines got its start in 1959
and the closest unit to Fairfax County is in
Quantico. There is another unit in Manassas
and Washington, D.C.

ENTERTAINMENT

From Pace 13

SATURDAY/AUG. 31
Local Author Showcase. 1-4

season. dozens of local food
producers have tons of fresh
and healthy foods waiting
for you at all 10 markets

the Red Caboose)
FRIDAYS

Block of Lynn St., Herndon (by

McLean, Through Nov. 15, 8 a.m.-

9518 Workhouse Way, Lorton.
Life’s a Stitch x4 looks at 4
very different ways that art
quilts and fiber sculpture can

Addressing An
Unimaginable
Reality

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

(Yet again, not a cancer column.) Within the
next month or so, | will have affixed all the self-ad-
dress labels that | have received/accumulated over
the years. And over those same years, the numbers
and frequency of these self-address-label-senders
has diminished greatly. So much so that | have
reached my last sheet of labels (bottom of a previ-
ous stack). I can remember back in the heyday of
receiving/accumulating these unsolicited labels and
due to their numbers - and my interest in keeping
them, | had to organize a place for them in my
home office as their arrivals continued. And though
| used the labels regularly, their supply nevertheless
overwhelmed my demand.

In the recurring process of handling these var-
ious sheets of self-address labels (and adding new
to old), | remember thinking that | would never get
to the bottom of this newly organized pile. But here
I'sit, one measly sheet remains. If I don't receive
new self-address labels soon, I'll have to actually,
write, write, write my own name and address on
my outgoing mail.

Perhaps you don’t remember a time when you'd
receive in the mail correspondence from a charity,
a hospital, a 501c3-type organization, et cetera,
presumptively quid-pro-"quoing” your return cash
contribution to pay for their “gift’ to you. “Gifts”
almost always included sheets of self-address
labels. In addition, there might be note pads (often
personalized with your name on it) pocket calen-
dars, appointment organizers, and let's not forget
the light bulbs, the donation pins, the medallions,
refrigerator magnets and my personal favorite:
holiday/greeting cards - with envelopes. Over
these many years of receiving these “gifts,” | had
accumulated quite an inventory of stuff. As for the
underlying business of these mailed solicitations, a
return envelope - self-addressed of course and an
easy-to-understand reply card with denomination
choices. I have to admit | didn’t always pay my
way, but neither did I ask to be solicitated so regu-
larly in this way. Occasionally phone calls followed
to as we call it in the sales world: “pre approach,”
to confirm receipt and make the pitch in person, so
to speak.

And being that longtime salesperson, | had no
problem being courteous and appreciative of their
outreach while turning down their solicitation. As
many “nos” as any of us salespeople have heard,
| found it not particularly difficult to say “No” my-
self. I thanked them for their initiative and wished
them well with their next call. Oddly enough,
as | write this column/share this memory, | can’t

p.m. At Mary Riley Styles
Library, 120 N. Virginia Ave.
in Falls Church. The Northern
Virginia Writers Club and

the Mary Riley Styles Public
Library are hosting a free
local authors showcase. This
fun and free afternoon event
will feature 20 local authors,
readings, books for sale,
along with complimentary
refreshments, and a raffle for
a chance to win a reading bag
filled with signed books. All
ages are welcome, but this
event is best for adults and
high school aged children.
Northern Virginia Writing
Club members are diverse and
write in a variety of genres
offering something for every
reader’s taste. This is a great
event to meet local authors,
find a new favorite author,
and even start your holiday
shopping early.

FAIRFAX COUNTY FARMERS

MARKETS 2024 SEASON
For 2024 Farmers Market

located throughout the county.
Find locally grown produce,
delicious baked goods and
prepared foods at the farmers
markets. Additionally, enjoy a

variety of family-friendly activ-

ities from musical performanc-
es, games, and don’t forget
to bring your food scraps to
support our community com-
posting efforts.

WEDNESDAYS

McCutcheon/Mount Vernon,;
Through Dec. 18, 8 a.m. -
noon; Sherwood Library,
2501 Sherwood Hall Lane,
Alexandria

Oakmont, Through Nov. 6, 8 a.m.-

noon, Oakmont Recreation
Center, 3200 Jermantown
Road, Oakton

Wakefield, Through Oct. 30, 2-6
p.m., Wakefield Park, 8100
Braddock Road, Annandale

THURSDAYS

Annandale, Through Nov. 14, 8
a.m. - noon, Mason District
Park, 6621 Columbia Pike,
Annandale

Herndon, Through Nov. 7, 8 a.m. -

noon, Old Town Herndon, 700

noon, Lewinsville Park, 1659
Chain Bridge Road, McLean
Kingstowne, Through Oct. 25,

3-7 p.m,, In the Giant parking

lot, 5870 Kingstowne Towne
Center, Alexandria

SATURDAYS

Burke, Through Dec. 21, 8 a.m.-
noon, VRE parking Lot, 5671
Roberts Parkway, Burke

Reston, Through Dec. 7, 8 a.m.-
noon, Lake Anne Village
Center, 1609-A Washington
Plaza, Reston

SUNDAYS

Lorton, Through Nov. 10, 8 a.m.-
noon, VRE parking lot, 8990
Lorton Station Blvd., Lorton

Visit the Farmers Market website
for complete information
about this year’s markets —
including details on SNAP
benefits for eligible house-
holds available at designated
locations. Contact the Com-
munity Horticulture Office at
702-642-0128.

AUG. 10 TO OCT. 13

Life’s a Stitch. 11 a.m. to 12 pm.

At Workhouse Arts Center,

use both humor and drama
to express character and
story. Website: https://www.
workhousearts.org/calendar/
lifes-a-stitch

SUNDAY, SEPT 15
Keyboard Conversations with

Jeffrey Siegel. 7 p.m. Music of
Joy and Peace. At GMU’s Cen-
ter for the Arts, 4373 Mason
Pond Dr., Fairfax.Visit https://
cfa.gmu.edu/.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 14
Adat Reyim Gala. 8-11 p.m. At

Congregation Adat Reyim,
6500 Westbury Oaks Court,
Springfield. Congregation Adat
Reyim of Springfield celebrates
four decades of its congre-
gant-led choir with a medley
of instrumental and popular
music, including show tunes
and folk-rock tunes. Cost: $36-
$72. Visit the website:

https://www.adatreyim.

org/event/adat-rey-
im-choirs-40th-anniversary-ga-
la.html

recall now when it was that | last received labels

in the mail or a phone call to confirm their receipt.
Thanks to, or because of the Internet, mail is not
quite what it used to be; either as a method of
communication or as a method of soliciting/meet-
ing prospects. And because of all this evolution and
technology, it seems I'm running out of self-address
labels.

Perhaps it's time, probably past time, that I join
the ranks of those people who have embraced tech-
nology and assimilated it into their daily lives. Spe-
cifically, I'm referring to people who “online-bank”
their way through life and/or who might not even
have a checking account - where for us old-school-
ers, actual paper checks are used to pay bills by
mailing the check in the self-addressed envelope
provided, back to the addressee. If I can click the
keys on my keyboard or press the numbers on
my phone, [ can eliminate, almost, the need for
ever needing a self-address label, and dare | say,
standing in line at the Post Office. Perhaps when
I've used up my current stack of blank checks?
Presently, I'm at check number 1804. When | get
to the end of checks, number 1941, I'll likely make
the change. But until then, I could sure use some
more self-address labels. Imagine that.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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JD CALLANDER
& ED BLANCHARD

Direct: (703) 606-7901 | (703) 712-1757 Agent Companywide
JDCallander@gmail.com Top I / ealtors Nationwide
NVAR 90+ Million Dollar Sales Club

Ed@NewNovaHome.com
www.NewNovaHome.com #1 Virginia Agent 2020 - NEWSWEEK

in 22101 Than Any Other Agent!

Per MLS

d “GORGEOUS* 2016 Arts & Crafts home with 3BR/4.5BA
on 3 spacious levels located on over a half acre in sought-after
Chesterbrook Woods! Designed by renowned architect

M Dwight McNeil and built by Joy Custom Design + Build. This
| finely detailed home features over 5300 sq ft of living space.

8l The back of the house transitions beautifully to the sun-filled WASHINGTUNIAN

gourmet kitchen, breakfast area, and stunning family room.

| Spacious main level BR with en suite. Upper level features 2

spacious bedrooms with en suites. The lower level offers a

spacious family room, rec room, wine cellar and full bath.
Chesterbrook, Longfellow, McLean Schools!

6192 Hardy Drive, McLean
*STUNNING* 5BR/3BA split level home in Potomac Hills
neighborhood. Step inside to discover tastefully updated
modern features throughout the home! The main level offers

appliances in the kitchen. Warm hardwood flooring and a
wood burning fireplace welcomes with natural light flowing
into the living, dining, and kitchen areas. Completing this

level is a primary suite with two additional spacious BRs. 2049 Rockineham Street
Lovely sunroom overlooking the lush backyard. The LL M cLeang 22101
features a light-filled fam room, 2 add’l BRs and full-bath. $4 695, 000
Chesterbrook, Longfellow, McLean Schools! e

NEW CONSTRUCTION!

1466 Kirby Road, McLean

*GORGEOUS* 4BR/3BA brick home on 2 spacious
finished levels situated on 1+ acre lot in sought-after
4l Chesterbrook neighborhood. Expansive backyard featuring
mature trees and beautiful plantings. Step inside and you’ll

a huge picture window overlooking the large back deck.
Updated gourmet kitchen w/ ss appliance and new LVP. AT L R
Large pantry/storage adjacent to the kitchen. The main level
offers a primary BR w/ ensuite; 2 additional BR’s and hall 6;:45‘"’“’2"2'1‘{‘]’1‘“1
bath. The lower level offers a huge rec room; 4th BR; full i
bath. Chesterbrook Longfellow, McLean Schools' $1,550,000

311 Wrens Way 6813 Tennyson Drive 1409 Layman Street 1639 Macon Street 1313 Merrie Ridge Rd
Falls Church City, 22046 McLean, 22101 McLean, 22101 McLean, 22101 McLean, 22101
$1,080,000 $2,550,000 $1,600,000 $2,215,000 $1,637,500

Curious what your home is worth? Call to chat with JD and Ed today!
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