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M
ichael Johnson is a life-long 
Alexandrian, born and raised 
at a time when the city was 
divided by race. As a kid, he 

used to play in a field overrun by weeds, not 
realizing until decades later that it was the 
Frederick Douglass Memorial Cemetery, a 
historic African American cemetery where 
generations of his ancestors are buried.

Now, as an adult, Johnson is focusing 
his time and efforts on restoring the cem-
etery and honoring the more than 2,000 
free and enslaved African Americans buried 
there. The recipient of a $10,000 preserva-
tion fellowship from the African American 
Fellowship Program as part of the Voices 
Remembered initiative of Preservation Vir-
ginia, Johnson will present an update on his 
research Sept. 8 at the Alexandria Black His-
tory Museum.

“My family dates back to 1790 in the state 
of Virginia,” Johnson said. “But it wasn’t until 
I was well into adulthood that my mother ca-
sually mentioned that the parcel of land that 
I used to run through was a cemetery where 
my ancestors were buried. It was so over-
grown no one realized it was a cemetery.”

Johnson learned earlier this year that he 
was one of five recipients of the fellowship.

“I am using the fellowship for more re-
search,” Johnson said. “I want people to 
know how Douglass became a cemetery. 
I want to tell the stories of the individuals 
buried there. I am still locating descendants 
and so far have tracked down about 135 
descendants around the country from as far 
away as California and New Mexico. But 
there is still a lot of work to be done.”

Located at 1421 Wilkes Street, Douglass 
Cemetery is facing several preservation 
challenges, including flooding and drain-
age problems, which are complicated by the 
presence of unmarked burials.

“Preservation of the cemetery has been a 
hot button item the last few years,” Johnson 
said. “Six years ago you would come here 

Johnson to present updates Sept. 8. at Black History Museum.

Preserving Douglass Memorial Cemetery

“When you have this 
much history in a 
community it needs 
to be shared.”

—Michael Johnson on the  
preservation of Douglass Cemetery

Michael Johnson stands at the entrance to the historic 
Douglass Cemetery on Wilkes Street. He will present an 
update on preservation efforts Sept. 8 at the Alexandria 
Black History Museum.

Douglass cemetery dates back to the 1800s and is the site of more than 2,000 burials 
of free and enslaved African Americans.

Michael Johnson walks among the headstones at 
Douglas Memorial Cemetery.

and see the flooding - it looked like a lake. 
But now that the first wave of money has 
come in, improvements are being made.”

Those funds are part of a $500,000 grant 
from the state to restore and preserve  
the headstones.

“Gretchen Bulova, Director of the Office 
of Historic Alexandria, petitioned the state 
for these funds,” Johnson said. “The city cuts 
the grass now although straightening the 
headstones is not a simple process. There 
is historical significance there and a special 
technique is needed to clean them. The city’s 
archeology department will oversee that.”

Johnson expects restoration to move for-
ward in the next few months.

“We hope to level out the ground and 
work on landscaping to prevent some of the 
flooding,” Johnson said. “Then we will start 
resurrecting some of the headstones and be-
gin the process of the cleaning.”

The Douglass Cemetery Association es-
tablished Douglass Memorial Cemetery in 
1895 as a segregated, nondenominational 
African American cemetery and named in 
memory of Frederick Douglass. That year, 
the Alexandria Gazette reported, “A force 

Photos by Janet Barnett/Gazette Packet
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News

T
he Alexandria Old Town Art Festi-
val returns to John Carlyle Square 
for the 22nd year. The popular, 
free showcase featuring thou-

sands of fine art works from local and na-
tional artists happens Sept. 14 - 15 from 10 
a.m. to 5 p.m. both days. 

Presented by Howard 
Alan Events, the Annu-
al Alexandria Old Town 
Art Festival throughout 
the decades has become 
a hallmark staple event 
for residents and visitors 
alike. Local and national 
artists will display their 
works in a show encom-
passing fine jewelry, 
exquisite works of art 
and handcrafted apparel 
and decor. Art enthusi-
asts discover spectacu-
lar paintings, life-sized 
sculptures, jewelry, 
glasswork, photography, 
ceramics and more. All 
artists will be on site for 
the duration of the fes-
tival, allowing visitors to 
discover the inspiration 
behind each original 
piece. Admission for pa-
trons is free, and ample 
parking is available. 

Once again, The Art 
League brings back its 
popular “Ice Cream 
Bowl” Fundraiser on 

Fairfax painter Jill Banks uses daily life as inspiration for 
her breathtaking impressionistic oil works.

Maryland’s Dale Rogers uses steel along with an incredible imagination to weld and 
hand-finish larger-than-life whimsical, outdoor sculptures.

Alexandria Old Town 
Art Festival

Saturday, September 14. Patrons can vis-
it their booth and select from hundreds of  
handmade bowls lovingly created by the 
talented artists of The Art League’s ceramics 
department — and enjoy an ice cream treat, 
all for only $15 per bowl. Proceeds benefit 
the League’s ceramics department.



Alexandria Gazette Packet  v  September 5-11, 2024  v  3www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Legends of Alexandria

By Jeanne Theismann
Gazette Packet

 

C
harles Wilson, a retired U.S. Air 
Force officer, is a dedicated advo-
cate for the youth of Alexandria. 
He has served in numerous ad-

vocacy positions and made a difference in 
countless situations, including through his 
service as vice chairman of the school board 
for Alexandria City Public Schools.

“I was influenced by mentors like Ferdinand 
Day and Lynnwood Campbell,” said Wilson. 
“They said I was blessed and that I needed to 
give back to the community. So I jumped in 
where I thought I could make a difference.”

Wilson grew up in Chicago and credits 
his early education for setting him on a 
path to success.

“I was one of two minorities selected to 
attend an elite Jewish high school,” Wilson 
said. “Being accepted to that school was a 
turning point in my life. It helped me see 
what I might be capable of achieving.”

Wilson went on to study at Southern Il-
linois University, where he was part of the 
ROTC program. Upon graduation in 1964, 
he was commissioned as a 2nd Lieu-
tenant in the Air Force. He was de-
ployed to Vietnam, where he served 
with the 82nd Fighter Squadron and 
the 315 Air Commando Wing.

For nearly a quarter century, Wil-
son served his country, including as 
executive director of the U.S. De-
partment of Defense executive lead-
ership program at the Pentagon. He 
was also a military liaison to the Re-
public of China, advancing through 
the ranks and retiring as a lieutenant 
colonel in the Air Force in 1988.

Upon his retirement from the mil-
itary, Wilson began a career in finan-
cial planning and human resources 
development. He ran for and won election 
to the School Board in 2003, serving nearly 
10 years including as vice chair.

During this time, he was encouraged by 
fellow School board member Sheryl Gorsuch 
to get involved with the newly formed Par-
ent Leadership Training Institute, a nonprof-
it that seeks to enable parents to be better 
advocates for their children. Wilson commit-
ted to the program and serves on the Alex-
andria chapter of the PLTI advisory board.

In 2009, one of Wilson’s Omega Psi Phi 
fraternity brothers, Jim Paige, was in the 
process of establishing the Concerned Cit-
izen’s Network of Alexandria. Paige asked 
Wilson to join the organization, where he 
serves today as the CCNA treasurer.

“I know the importance of education and 
see firsthand the difference CCNA has made 
in the lives of young people and their fami-
lies,” Wilson said.

Like Paige, Wilson touts the successes of 

ness in San Antonio, Texas. And 
when you use a microwave, you can 
thank Wilson, who is also credited 
with the invention of the microwave 
oven carousel.

Since his retirement from the mil-
itary, Wilson has remained active 
with various endeavors. In addition 
to serving as vice chair of the Alex-
andria School Board, he is a past 
chairman of the Washington D.C. 
Area School Boards.

A fellow of the D.C. Life Under-
writers Council, Wilson is also in-
volved with the American Society 
for Training and Development, the 

human rights commission of the Interna-
tional Personnel Management Association, 
and Toastmasters International, among oth-
er organizations.

Wilson has been honored by Marquis 
Who’s Who for Excellence in Community Ser-
vice for his many achievements. Additionally, 
he was chosen to be featured in the Who’s 
Who in Finance and Business, and the Who’s 
Who in the South and Southwest. He has also 
appeared in multiple editions of Who’s Who 
in America and Who’s Who in the World.

Wilson has four children: Audrey, Angela, 
Andrew and Aaron. His first wife, Shirley, 
was a fellow Air Force officer who died of 
cancer at a young age. He has been married 
to his current wife, Mona, for 35 years.

“I go back to that turning point in my life 
– being accepted into that Jewish school,” 
Wilson said. “I am thankful to all those who 
encouraged me along the way. I truly have 
been blessed.”

Retired USAF officer 
continues to make  
a difference.

Charles Wilson

Photo by Steven Halperson/Tisara Studios
Charles Wilson is a 2023 Living Legend of Alexandria.

“I was influenced by mentors 
like Ferdinand Day and  
Lynnwood Campbell. They said 
I was blessed and that I needed 
to give back to the community. 
So I jumped in where I thought 
I could make a difference.”

— Charles Wilson

his fraternity, which was founded at Howard 
University in 1911, a first for a historically 
black college.

“We are committed to community ser-
vice,” Wilson said of the African American 
collegiate fraternity. The Alexandria chapter 
of the organization is heavily involved in ser-
vice to the community through events like 
coat drives and with members volunteering 
with special needs children and adults at the 
Miracle League baseball games.

Wilson has served as a municipal con-
sultant to the City of Dayton, Ohio, and an 
adjunct professor at Park University. He was 
PTA president and also served as vice chair of 
the Northern Virginia Hotline.        	

In addition to his professional roles, Wil-
son earned a Bachelor of Arts from the Uni-
versity of Maryland in 1976 and an MBA 
from Webster University in 1979.

Wilson used his knowledge and experi-
ence to establish a vending machine busi-

The newest Living Legends of 
Alexandria will be honored at 
the annual Meet the Legends 

reception Nov. 7 at the George Wash-
ington Masonic National Memorial.

The 2024 Legends, announced last 
month, include nine individuals who 
have made a significant and lasting 
impact on the Alexandria commu-
nity. This year’s Legends include: Ed 
Arthur, Myron Contee, Paris Davis, 
Lawrence “Lucky” Elliott, Andrew 
Macdonald, Willem Polak, Mac Slover, 
Fran Terrell, and David Weintritt.

Tickets for the reception will go on 
sale Sept. 15 on the Living Legends 
website. www.alexandrialegends.org

— Jeanne Theismann

Reception set for 
Nov.7 at GW  
Masonic National 
Memorial.

Meet the 
2024  
Legends

Photo contributed
The 2024 Meet the Legends 
reception will be held Nov. 7 at 
the George Washington Masonic 
National Memorial.
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One sponsor was the Mount Vernon 
Regional Historical Society.

A street that ends on the east side of U.S. 1 across from the Hybla Valley Shopping Center is named Boswell Avenue. 
Schelhorn Road terminates on Boswell Avenue.

See History of Racial Covenants, Page 7

By Glenda C. Booth
Connection Newspapers

S
ome real estate developers and oth-
ers selling property in Northern Vir-
ginia from 1900 through the 1960s 
used race-based, restrictive cove-

nants to maintain segregation, and Virgin-
ia’s state and local governments were en-
ablers at times, Dr. Krystyn Moon, University 
of Mary Washington history professor told 
a packed room of 120 on August 27 at the 
Sherwood Regional Library. 

In a talk titled “A History of Fairfax Coun-
ty’s Racial Covenants in Property Deeds,” she 
presented her research on the history and lo-
cations of racial covenants in Fairfax and Ar-

lington counties and the cities of Alexandria, 
Fairfax and Falls Church. She has identified 
and geo-located racially-restrictive covenants 
across the region.

In introductory remarks, Lydia Lawrence, 
Nature Forward’s Director of Conservation, 
noted that with EMBARK’s redevelopment 
coming to U.S. 1, investments should be 
made “in an equitable way. We cannot treat 
something unless we understand the under-
lying cause,” she said, adding, “We must un-
derstand the intentional actions that shape 
the community in a particular way.”

Typical racial covenants were put into 
property deeds to prevent people “not of the 
Caucasian Race” from buying or occupying 
the land, Moon said. The covenants could 

have time limits or some would “run 
with the land,” extend beyond the orig-
inal owner. 

Some covenants restricted sales to 
Jewish people. 

“We built a system for privileged whites 
to come to Fairfax County and covenants 
are part of that,” Moon maintained. She 
cited three practices that created housing 
inequity, “why things are the way they 
are”: racial covenants; land and aesthetic 
zoning; and limiting access to mortgages 
based on race. 

Suburbanization and Jim Crow came 
together like a “perfect storm” in North-
ern Virginia, she asserted. Jim Crow re-
fers to laws that legalized racial discrim-
ination in the American South. In the 
20th century, as roads and vehicles ex-
ploded and the state and federal govern-
ments encouraged road building, selling 
farmland to developers was more lucra-

3 practices that created housing inequity: 
racial covenants; zoning; and limited access 
to mortgages based on race.

The Legacy of 
Race-based Covenants

Courtesy of Krystyn Moon
Ad touts: “Restricted to the Caucasian Race”

Dr. Krystyn Moon covered the history of racial discrimination in housing in 
Northern Virginia. Dr. Krystyn Moon showed a map of racial covenants in Northern Virginia.
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#visitALX  |   

FA L L  2024 

82nd Annual Historic Alexandria 
Homes Tour

SEPTEMBER 
21

Old Town Cocktail WeekSEPTEMBER 26  
- OCTOBER 6

29th Annual Art on the Avenue  
in Del Ray

OCTOBER 
5

Del Ray Halloween Parade
OCTOBER 

27

Fall Wine Festival & Sunset Tour at 
George Washington’s Mount Vernon

OCTOBER 
4-6

Old Town Doggie Trick or TreatOCTOBER 
27

Old Town Family Trick or TreatOCTOBER 
26

Alexandria Cider Festival at Lloyd 
House

NOVEMBER 
23

Taste of Old Town NorthSEPTEMBER 
19

22nd Annual Alexandria Art Festival  
in Carlyle

SEPTEMBER 
14-15

FOR MORE FALL EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES, CHECK OUT:

VisitAlexandria.com/Fall

CORPORATE PARTNER: BURKE & HERBERT BANK

of workmen is employed in opening the 
walks, grading the ground and grading an 
entrance at the new Douglass Memorial 
cemetery for colored people, on the western 
outskirts of the city. The owners of the prop-
erty [are] preparing to erect a monument in 
the center of the cemetery to the memory of 
Fred. Douglass.”

Johnson, the community outreach and 
safe place coordinator for the City of Al-
exandria’s recreation department, is also 
a co-founder of the Social Responsibility 
Group, a nonprofit organization which de-
scribes itself as “dedicated to enriching the 
lives of the disenfranchised.” The Social 
Responsibility Group is part of the efforts 
to restore and preserve the cemetery which 
oversaw burials from the late 1800s through 
1975, when the last burials took place.

While the cemetery contains more than 
2,000 interments, only 650 headstones are 
visible today.

“My theory is that some were built over 
but no one knows for sure,” Johnson said. 
“And there are 200 headstones for babies, 
some with names, some without. And unless 
a midwife recorded the date of birth, some 
are just marked with a date of death. Those 
are the stories I want people to learn.”

A father of three college graduates with 
eight grandchildren, Johnson has several 
family members buried at Douglass Cem-
etery dating back to his great grandfather 
Warner Johnson.

“Part of my work is to map out what I 
want Douglass to look like in the future,” 

News

From Page 1

Johnson said. “Douglass was supposed to 
have a statue of Frederick Douglass built on 
that site but it was never built. The Alexan-
dria Gazette reported that white neighbors 
put out a false rumor that Frederick Doug-
lass was recruiting black men to rape white 
women. That’s how it was back then. One of 
my goals for the future is to get a monument 
actually put there.”

Johnson will present an update on his re-
search and preservation efforts Sept. 8 at the 
Alexandria Black History Museum, located at 
902 Wythe Street. The presentation begins at 
6 p.m. and is free and open to the public.

“When you have this much history in a 
community it needs to be shared,” Johnson 
said. “It shouldn’t take being an adult to 
learn about the city where you were born 
and raised.”

Douglass 
Cemetery

A headstone of one of the last known burials at Douglass Memorial Cemetery in 1975.

A headstone located in Douglass 
Memorial Cemetery.

Photos by Janet Barnett/Gazette Packet
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Bat Walk

See Bat Walk, Page 5

By Glenda C. Booth
Mount Vernon Gazette

D
erogatory expressions like “ding-
bat,” “going batty” and “blind as a 
bat” seem ingrained in the Amer-
ican lexicon. For starters, bats are 

not blind, but many bat myths abound. 
Bats are valuable wildlife with “excellent 

eyesight,” Deborah Hammer told the 21 peo-
ple who attended a bat walk in Dyke Marsh 
on a balmy Aug. 25 night. Hammer is a board 
member of both the Friends of Dyke Marsh 
and Bat Conservation and Rescue of Virginia.

As dusk fell, these nocturnal aerialists 
zipped about above the trail, a bat silhouette 
seeming to streak by above every 30 seconds 
or so. “They are waking up and coming out,” 
she said. 

Observers have documented over 1,400 
bat species in the world, seventeen in Vir-
ginia and at least seven in Dyke Marsh.

BATS ARE BENEFICIAL
Many bats eat insects like mosquitoes, 

beetles, moths and flies. They can “consume 
their body weight in insects in one night, 
perhaps up to 1,000 insects,” Hammer said. 

“All bats in the mid-Atlantic are insect eat-
ers,” notes the Audubon Field Guide to the 
Mid-Atlantic.

In some parts of the world, bats disperse 

seeds. Worldwide, around 80 percent of 
fruits are pollinated by bats, fruits like pa-
paya, guava and mango. Bats have a role in 
fertilizing and disseminating seeds of trees, 
including breadfruit, plantain, fig, clove, 
banana and peach, says the Virginia Depart-

ment of Wildlife Resources (DWR) website.
Bats are mammals, meaning their young 

are born alive and mothers feed their young 
milk. They are the only mammal that can fly. 
(Flying squirrels do not fly; they glide.) A 
bat’s wing is a membrane stretched across 

the slim bones of its forearms and fingers. 
Most bats in Northern Virginia have a 
mouse-like body. During the day, they roost 
in a secluded spot by hanging upside down.

Bats navigate to find food using what’s 
called echolocation. “By emitting a high fre-
quency pulse that travels out and bounces 
off an object and then returns to the bat, 
they are able to determine distance, size and 
direction of the object,” says DWR. Usually, 
the echolocation sounds are at a high fre-
quency, inaudible to humans. They also emit 
high-pitched twittering sounds which Ham-
mer shared by using a sonar detector.

By mid-October in the Washington region, 
insects are gone most bats move south or hi-
bernate until spring. Tree bats hibernate in 
tree cavities, like woodpecker holes; cave bats, 
in caves. In Northern Virginia, they might hi-
bernate in tree holes, woodpiles or rock crevic-
es. Hoary bats can curl up and camouflage like 
a pinecone. Red bats hanging by their feet can 
resemble a leaf, Hammer said.

In sum, bats help maintain balance in na-
ture, say experts. 

As dusk fell on a recent bat walk, these nocturnal  
aerialists zipped about above the trail seeming to streak  
by every 30 seconds.

Bats – Superheroes 
of the Night

Resources &  
Information

Conservation Status and Threats to 
North American Bats, 2023, https://
batconservationalliance.org/ 

Virginia bats, https://dwr.virginia.
gov/wildlife/bats/ 

Bat Conservation and Rescue of Vir-
ginia, https://www.virginiabats.org/ 

Photo by Glenda Booth
The group of  21 people who attended a bat walk in Dyke Marsh on Aug. 25 had a tutorial on bats.

Photo by Glenda Booth
Deborah Hammer, the walk leader, used a replica stuffed animal of 
an Egyptian fruit bat to describe bats’ characteristics and behavior.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
Cluster of little brown bats during hibernation in an abandoned 
limestone mine in Ohio. Little brown bats are a state endangered 
species in Virginia.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
A trio of tri-colored bats in a cave in North Carolina. Tri-colored bats are a state en-
dangered species in Virginia.
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Bat Walk

From Page 4

THREATS AND CONSERVATION
At least 52 percent of bat species in North 

America are “at risk of populations declining 
severely in the next 15 years” and need con-
servation action, according to the U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife Service (FWS). 

Hammer lamented that a fungus called 
“white-nose syndrome” is killing bats. This 
white fungus appears on the muzzles or nos-
es of infected bats, Hammer explained. “It 
has a 90 percent mortality rate,” she said.

Other threats include wind turbines, cli-
mate change, habitat loss, roost disturbanc-
es and disease. 

Mount Vernonite Clarence Monteiro at-
tended the bat walk and commented, “Bats 
have huge benefits to farmers by keeping 
mosquitoes and other insects in check. I 
wanted to learn more about our native 
bats. Hearing that their numbers are great-
ly diminished due to white nose syndrome 
was concerning.”

Some scientists are trying to protect bats’ 
hibernating and maternity sites. Some peo-
ple install bat houses to provide habitat and 
cover. For guidance, see https://dwr.virgin-
ia.gov/wildlife/bats/bat-houses/.

Photo by Glenda Booth
Some people want to help bats by  
providing a bat house, which is not  
always successful.

Photo by Leslie Sturges
Tri-colored bat (Perimyotis subflavus),  
a state endangered species

As bat fans scanned the darkening sky, a 
likely predator, a barred owl, called nearby. 

“There is still much to be learned about 
the biology of bats in Virginia and around 
the world,” says DWR. 

Photo by Deborah Hammer
Hoary bat (Lasiurus cinereus),  
a declining species

Photo by Leslie Sturges
Big brown bat (Eptesicus fuscus)

Photo by Leslie Sturges
Little brown bat (Myotis lucifigus),  
a state endangered species

Photo by Deborah Hammer
Silver-haired bat  
(Lasionycteris noctivagans)

Photo by Leslie Sturges
Eastern red bat (Lasiurus borealis)

History of Racial Covenants

Dr. Krystyn Moon described the legal and legislative steps that made housing 
covenants illegal.

Around 120 people attended the Aug. 27 presentation.

tive than farming and developers start-
ed converting farms to subdivisions. 
Also, in the 1940s, housing demand in-
creased as people moved to the area for 
federal jobs. 

In 1924, the National Association of 
Real Estate Boards adopted an “ethics” 
policy, declaring that Realtors should 
not introduce “into a neighborhood … 
members of any race or nationality, or 
any individuals whose presence will 
clearly be detrimental to property val-
ues in that neighborhood.” 

Advertisements often included coded 
language, Moon said, terms like “fully 
restricted,” and “fully state of the art 
covenants,” which euphemized the prac-
tice as “modern.” Subdivision names 
today like “estates” or names of former 
plantations could be coded language as 
well, she suggested.

Covenants in Hybla Valley Farms
Moon highlighted developer V. Ward 

Boswell who in 1935 bought 125 acres 
along U.S. 1 next to the historical-
ly-Black Gum Springs community and 
built a subdivision called Hybla Valley 
Farms. She shared his 1935 deed for the 
lots which included this language: “No 

part of the said land shall be granted, 
leased, sold or conveyed to a person or 
persons of African descent, nor for the 
use and/or occupancy of a person or 
persons of African descent; and if any 
attempt to grant, lease, sell or convey 
any part of said land to a person or 
persons of African descent, the deed of 
said land shall revert to the grantor as 
though said deed or leased had not been 
made; and adjoining property owners 
may eject such person or persons of 
African descent from said property or 
cause them to be ejected by the proper 
actions in the courts of Virginia.” 

Citing a 1970 census of Hybla Valley 
Farms and nearby communities that 
included property owners’ race, Moon 
concluded, “The restrictions had an im-
pact.” A street today ending on the east 
side of U.S. 1 still bears Boswell’s name.

State Action 
In 1912, the Virginia General Assem-

bly passed legislation that allowed cities 
and towns to establish “segregation dis-
tricts,” to designate specific neighbor-
hoods for Black or White people. “A year 
after the maps were created, no Black 

The Legacy of 
Race-based Covenants
From Page 4

See History of Racial Covenants, Page 11
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WEDNESDAYS THROUGH 
SATURDAYS
Tours Aboard Tall Ship 

Providence and Sen. John 
Warner Maritime Heritage 
Center. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
At Alexandria’s Waterfront 
Park, 1A Prince Street, 
Alexandria. Guests of all 
ages are recruited into the 
Continental Navy aboard 
Tall Ship Providence with 
legendary Captain John Paul 
Jones. Recruits are assigned 
jobs on the ship, learn 
where they will work and 
live, how to load a cannon, 
etc... Tours conclude in the 
Naval History Theatre with 
a film about the ship. The 
Heritage center is a floating 
museum on the Alexandria 
waterfront. Visit https://tallship-
providence.org/

NOW THRU SEPT. 22
Fleeting Moments: Street Pho-

tography II. At the Athenaeum, 
Alexandria. Artist Reception: Sun-
day, August 18, 4 - 6 p.m. Artist 
Talk, Sunday: September 22, 2:30 
p.m. Fleeting Moments features 
photographs that capture candid 
moments, revelatory interpreta-
tions, and brilliant reflections of 
the mundane - work commonly 
referred to as “street photography.”

34TH SEASON OF THE LYCEUM 
CHAMBER SERIES
The Washington Metropolitan Phil-

harmonic Association (WMPA) 
announces the 34th season of its 
Lyceum Chamber Series, under 
the guidance of Music Director 
Laureate Ulysses James. Hosted 
at the Alexandria History Museum 
at The Lyceum, located at 201 
South Washington Street in Old 
Town Alexandria, this series prom-
ises to offer an array of exceptional 
weekly performances throughout 
the summer. All concerts are at 3 
p.m.; no tickets required. Suggest-
ed donation $25.

LIVING. BREATHING. MUSIC.
Featuring Anna Binneweg, Music 

Director, Washington Metropolitan 
Philharmonic

Ulysses James, Music Director Lau-
reate, Washington Metropolitan 
Philharmonic

Alberto Rodriguez, Music Director, 
Washington Metropolitan Youth 
Orchestra

Martin Garfield-Levine, Music Director, 
Washington Metropolitan Concert 
Orchestra

Caroline Mousset, Executive and Artis-
tic Planning Director

MUSIC SCHEDULE
Sept. 8: Hai Jin, Piano
Sept. 15: John Sutherland Earle: Piano 

& Friends

THURSDAY/SEPT. 5
Cheesetique Celebrates 20 Years in 

Del Ray. In honor of its milestone 
birthday on September 5th, and to 
thank the Del Ray and wider com-
munity, Cheesetique will launch a 
year-long celebration, filled with 
community events, contests and 
giveaways, including the chance to 
win a year of cheese.   Guests will 
also have the opportunity to revisit 
two decades of owner Jill Erber’s 
and customers’ favorite artisan 
cheeses, wines, and most popular 
menu items with a special 20th 
birthday menu.  20 Years of Deli-
cious Memories: Under the theme 
Aged to Perfection, Cheesetique 
introduces a nostalgic 20th-an-

niversary menu on September 5, 
featuring popular dishes from the 
first 20 years. Guests can order 
classics like Lobster Mac, Gjetost 
and Banana Melt, grasshopper par-
fait, a pairing of 20 Year Cheddar 
and 20 year Port, a deluxe wine 
flight from the original menu, and 
a brand-new Apple Martini that, of 
course, comes garnished with 20 
Year Cheddar.   Live Celebrations: 
The festivities kick off with a Del 
Ray “First Thursday” neighborhood 
party on September 5th, in collab-
oration with the Del Ray Business 
Association, to celebrate Cheeseti-
que’s 20th birthday in style.

SEPT. 6-28
“Fascinating Fiber, Alluring Fabric” 

Exhibit. At Del Ray Artisans Gal-
lery, 2704 Mount Vernon Avenue, 
Alexandria. Features art that is 
either created with fiber or fabric 
or depicts fiber or fabric as its sub-
ject. Opening reception on Friday, 
Sept. 6, 7-9 p.m. Gallery hours are 
Thursdays 12-6 p.m., Fridays 12-9 
p.m., Saturdays and Sundays 12-6 
p.m. (Closed on Sunday, Septem-
ber 29). Details at DelRayArtisans.
org/exhibits

FRIDAY/SEPT. 6
Something Country. 8 p.m. to 12 a.m. 

At Electric Palm Restaurant, 12745 
Sea Ray Lane, Woodbridge. Rockin’ 
country that gets you dancing.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 7
Country-Western Dance. 6-9:30 p.m. 

At Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710 
North Chambliss Street, Alexandria.  
The Northern Virginia Coun-
try-Western Dance Association will 
hold a dance. Lessons early in the 
evening (one line dance lesson, one 
couples dance lesson) followed by 
open dancing. A DJ provides music. 
Couples and singles of all ages 
welcome. Admission for NVCWDA 
members $10; non-members $15; 
children under 18 accompanied by 
a paying adult $5. Smoke-free, al-
cohol-free. BYO refreshments. Visit 
www.nvcwda.org. 

SATURDAY/SEPT. 7
Sidewalk Sale. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Expe-

rience a delightful day of shopping 
and dining at Belle View Shopping 
Center, 1632 Belle View Boulevard, 
Alexandria. Get ready for the Fall 
season. More than 30 merchants 
will be offering exclusive deals 
and special offers throughout the 
day. Discover fantastic bargains 
at popular spots like Top It Off 
Outlet, Pampered Pet, LIGHT, and 
Virginia Florist, with sales tables 
set up both inside and outside. To 

add to the festivities, Revel and 
UnWined will be hosting a wine 
tasting from 2 to 5 p.m., either 
indoors or outdoors depending 
on the weather.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 7
Find Your Ancestors! 9 a.m. to 3 

p.m. At Hollin Hall Senior Cen-
ter, 1500 Shenandoah Road, 
Alexandria. Attend this confer-
ence featuring one of America’s 
most popular genealogical 
lecturers. John Colletta will 
discuss how historical research 
can help to understand the day-
to-day lives of our ancestors. 
Lively discussions will follow. 
Cost: $40. Email: contact-us@
mvgenealogy.org. Website: 
https://mvgenealogy.org/store.
php?sid=7 

SATURDAY/SEPT. 7
Used Book Sale: 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at 

Sherwood Regional Library, 2501 
Sherwood Hall Lane, Alexandria. 
Selection of over 20,000 gently 
used children’s books, fiction, his-
tory, biography, home and garden, 
cooking, crafts, sports, religion, 
travel, CDs, DVDs, and more. 
Unless specially priced, $1 for 
hard backs and large paperbacks, 
and 25 cents for mass market 
paperbacks. Visit https://www.fair-
faxcounty.gov/library/branches/
friends-of-sherwood-regional.

FRIDAY/SEPT. 13
Summer Concert Series. 7:30 p.m. 

The U.S. Air Force Band returns to 
the Air Force Memorial in Arling-
ton. Free and open to the public.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 14
Alexandria Library Black Family 

Reunion. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. At Kate 
Waller Barrett Branch Library, 717 
Queen Street, Alexandria. The 
event aims to bring neighborhoods 
together and help fill gaps in the 
documented history of Alexandria’s 
African American community. Afri-
can American families are invited to 
bring documents and images to be 
scanned and added to the Library’s 
Local History/Special Collections 
archive and preserved as part of the 
City’s historical record.  The event 
will feature music, games, food 
trucks, and more. Guests who bring 
a picture of people or places that 
have to do with Alexandria’s black 
neighborhoods will receive a ticket 
for a free meal and dessert.

SEPT. 14-15
22nd Annual Alexandria Old Town 

Art Festival. 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. At 
300 John Carlyle Street, Alexan-

dria. Rated one of the top 100 art 
shows in Sunshine Artist Magazine, 
the annual art festival features a 
variety of works exemplifying gift-
ed artists from all over the country.

SEPT. 17-23
Fall Book Sale. The Friends of the 

Beatley Central Library will hold 
their Fall Book Sale from Tuesday, 
Sept. 17, 3 p.m.-7:30 p.m. ($15 
memberships available at the 
door); Wednesday, Sept. 18, 10 
a.m.-7:30 p.m., Thursday, Sept. 19, 
10 a.m.-7:30 p.m.; Friday, Sept. 20, 
10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Saturday, Sept. 
21, 10 a.m.-4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 
Sept. 22, Half Price Day, 1-4:30 
p.m.; Monday, Sept. 23, $10 Bag 
Sale, 10 a.m.-3 p.m.. $4 or less, un-
less specifically marked: hardbacks, 
paperbacks, children’s books, 
and media. All genres. Charles E. 
Beatley Central Library, 5005 Duke 
Street, Alexandria; info: 703-746-
1702; www.beatleyfriends.org.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 19
Coffee & Connections. 8:30-9:30 

a.m. At The Landing Alexandria, 
2620 Main Line Blvd., Alexandria. 
Join The Chamber ALX’s Profes-
sional Women’s Network for Sep-
tember Coffee & Connections. Hear 
from Dr. Sarah Johnson Conway, a 
practicing internal medicine physi-
cian at Johns Hopkins Hospital and 
the interim Senior Vice President 
of the Office of Johns Hopkins Phy-
sicians, who will share her story 
and highlight ways to stay healthy 
heading into the Fall.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 19
Taste of Old Town North. 4 to 8 

p.m. At Montgomery Park, 901 
N. Royal Street, Alexandria. The 
Taste of Old Town North is a free, 

family-and pet-friendly event fea-
turing an artisans’ market, gourmet 
restaurant tastings, children’s 
improv with Alexandria Children’s 
Theater and other activities for all 
to enjoy, including music from two 
local bands. Participating Old Town 
North restaurants include Jula’s 
on the Potomac, the Perfect Pita, 
Hank’s Oyster Bar, MacMillan Spir-
it House, Hotel AKA Alexandria’s 
a.lounge+bar, St. Elmo’s Coffee 
Pub and Royal Restaurant.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 21
Country-Western Dance. 6-9:30 

p.m. At Lincolnia Senior Center, 
4710 North Chambliss Street, 
Alexandria.  The Northern Virginia 
Country-Western Dance Association 
will hold a dance. Lessons early 
in the evening (one line dance 
lesson, one couples dance lesson) 
followed by open dancing. A DJ 
provides music. Couples and sin-
gles of all ages welcome. Admis-
sion for NVCWDA members $10; 
non-members $15; children under 
18 accompanied by a paying adult 
$5. Smoke-free, alcohol-free. BYO 
refreshments. Visit www.nvcwda.
org. 

SATURDAY/SEPT. 21
82nd Annual Historic Alexandria 

Homes Tour. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. At 
various locations throughout Old 
Town Alexandria. The 82nd Annu-
al Historic Alexandria Homes Tour 
will showcase some of Alexandra’s 
finest homes. This year’s event will 
include a bonus tour of Gadsby’s 
Tavern Museum. Presented by 
The Twig, the Junior Auxiliary of 
INOVA Alexandria Hospital, the 
Historic Alexandria Homes Tour is 
a ticketed tour with proceeds bene-
fiting INOVA Alexandria Hospital. 

The 22nd Annual Alexandria Old Town Art Festival takes place 
Sept. 14-15, 2024 at 300 John Carlyle Street in Alexandria.

Fleeting Moments: Street Photography II can be seen now thru 
Sept. 22, 2024 at the Athenaeum in Alexandria.

Entertainment



Alexandria Gazette Packet  v  September 5-11, 2024  v  9www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Looking for
networking events,
business updates,

and advocacy
support in 2024?

Join The Chamber
ALX now at

thechamberalx.com

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Their designated Tour Book serves as 
a  guide to the homes and will be 
accessible to ticket holders via mo-
bile device. Hard copies of the Tour 
Book are available for purchase in 
advance for $5 each.  Visit thetwig.
org/homes-tour

SATURDAY/SEPT. 21
2024 American Horticultural Society 

Gala. 6-10:30 p.m. At River Farm, 
Alexandria. The annual soirée not 
only highlights the vibrant culture 
of gardening and horticultural 
practices but also raises vital funds 
to support AHS’s outreach and 
educational programs and the stew-
ardship of River Farm, headquarters 
of the AHS. The gala will feature 
cocktails, dinner, dancing and 
mingling set amongst River Farm’s 
stunning gardens on the Potomac 
River. Complimentary valet is also 
included. Attire is black-tie. Indi-
vidual tickets are $375 each, and 
sponsorships start at $1,250. Visit 
www.ahsgardening.org/2024gala to 
purchase tickets and sponsorships.

SATURDAY/SEPT. 21
Tons of Trucks. 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. At 

Chinquapin Park, 3210 King St., 
Alexandria. Attendees of all ages 
are invited to explore and get 
behind the wheel of their favorite 
City vehicles, meet the staff who 
help build, maintain, serve, and 
protect the community, and learn 
about the vehicles they use. Other 
activities include an art project 
with the City’s Mobile Art Lab, 
giveaways, photo opportunities, 
and food truck vendors. Parking is 
available at Alexandria City High 

School, 3330 King St.; the First 
Baptist Church, 2932 King St.; and 
Oakland Baptist Church, 3408 King 
St. The City will also provide a 
sensory-friendly hour for the first 
60 minutes of the event, 10 a.m.-
11 a.m. For additional information, 
visit alexandriava.gov/rpca/tons-
of-trucks-2024.

SUNDAY/SEPT. 22
Community Baby Shower. 12-2 p.m. 

At Charles Houston Rec Center, 
901 Wythe Street, Alexandria. Join 
ALIVE! member congregation @six-
teenth_tabernacle_beth_el for the 
annual Community Baby Shower. 
Discover a wide range of resources 
for ensuring healthy pregnancies, 
self care and parenting. Topics and 
information range from nutrition in 
pregnancy to what to expect in the 
first year, both mother and child. 
There will also be free raffles for 
large prizes, baby walkers, cribs, 
strollers and more. For more infor-
mation text 347-495-9233.

WEDNESDAY/SEPT. 25
“Life in Alexandria’s Civil War 

Prisons Lecture. 7 p.m. At The 
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington Street, 
Alexandria. The Alexandria Histor-
ical Society is pleased to announce 
its upcoming lecture, “Life in 
Alexandria’s Civil War Prisons.” 
Local historian Madeline Feierstein 
will present her research on the 
five military prisons of Alexandria 
during the Civil War. Her lecture 
will provide an in-depth look at life 
within these institutions for both 
Confederate and Union prisoners, 
examining how their presence dis-

rupted the daily lives of Alexandria 
residents. Additionally, Madeline 
will explore the medical treatment 
of jailed soldiers and prisoners of 
war at hospitals such as Grosvenor 
Branch, which was the confiscat-
ed Lee-Fendall House. Attendees 
will gain insight into first-hand 
accounts from individuals who 
experienced imprisonment within 
Alexandria’s city limits, from 
the earliest days of battle to the 
beginnings of Reconstruction. For 
more information, contact David 
Heiby, Treasurer of the Alexandria 
Historical Society, at davidheiby@
gmail.com or 703-869-0872.

SEPT. 26 AND 27
Jane Franklin Dance’s Moving 

Stories. 7 p.m. At The Lloyd House 
Gardens, 220 N. Washington 
Street, Alexandria. Moving Stories 
is a movement-based work that is 
about historical Lloyd House and 
its Gardens, not as a static land-
mark, but rather as a place where 
people of different generations in-
teract. The performance resonates 
with the landscape and references 
the site’s history. Lloyd House, 
built in 1796, has housed many 
prominent people and is important 
to the streetscape of Washington 
Street, part of George Washington 
Memorial Parkway. The architec-
ture of the building, the people 
who have lived there, and the 
changing community surrounding 
it, makes the location important to 
ALX275, the City of Alexandria’s 
275th Anniversary.

See Entertainment, Page 11

Entertainment
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ABC LICENSE
Flight Wine Company trading as Flight 

Wine Shop, 269 19th CT S STE 90, 
Arlington, VA 22202-3664. The above 

establishment is applying to the VIRGINIA 
DEPARTMENT OF ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGE CONTROL (ABC) for an 
Internet Retailer Application – Wine, Beer, 
Consumed license to sell or manufacture 

alcoholic beverages. Swati Bose, President. 
NOTE: Objections to the issuance of this 

license must be submitted to ABC no later 
than 30 days from the publishing date of 
the first of two required newspaper legal 

notices. Objections should be registered at 
www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals

ABC LICENSE
Flight Wine Company trading as Flight Wine 
Shop, 269 19th CT S STE 90, Arlington, VA 

22202-3664. The above establishment is 
applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL 
(ABC) for a Retail Specialty Establishment 
Application - Gourmet Shop, Wine, Beer, 
Consumed Off Premises license to sell or 
manufacture alcoholic beverages. Swati 

Bose, President. NOTE: Objections to the 
issuance of this license must be submitted to 

ABC no later than 30 days from the publishing 
date of the first of two required newspaper 

legal notices. Objections should be registered 
at www.abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals

ABC LICENSE
Taqueria Xochi AMZ, LLC trading as 

Taqueria Xochi, 510 14th St S, Arlington, 
VA 22202-2900. The above establishment 

is applying to the VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT 
OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE CONTROL 
(ABC) for a Wine & Beer, Mixed Beverage 

license to sell or manufacture alcoholic 
beverages. Brett Burka, Member. NOTE: 
Objections to the issuance of this license 

must be submitted to ABC no later than 30 
days from the publishing date of the first 
of two required newspaper legal notices. 
Objections should be registered at www.

abc.virginia.gov or 800-552-3200.

Legals

www.AlexandriaGazette.com
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An independent, locally owned weekly 
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History of Racial Covenants

From Page 7

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

After finishing yet another piece of Enten-
mann’s “Marshmallow Devils Food Iced Cake,” 
one described on the Entenmann’s website as a 
“sinfully good cake with a “Heavenly Marsh-
mallow Frosting,” Dina says to me: “That’s pretty 
good cake” in her usual underwhelming way.

Really Dina? I’ve only been obsessing over 
locating this particular cake item for years 
while complaining how its availability locally is 
inexcusably limited - as in zero. “You’re telling 
me?” The last time I found this cake, other than 
a week or so ago at my local Safeway (miracles 
do happen), I found it, actually good friends 
found it their local supermarket in Phoenixville, 
Pennsylvania a year or so ago. The purchase of 
which spawned two Kenny-columns which dis-
cussed in excruciating detail the exact circum-
stances surrounding this momentous occasion.

However, this random-type purchase is hard-
ly sufficient to keep my “sweet teeth” satisfied. 
As such, I regularly stop at away-from-home su-
permarkets in search of this non-buried treasure. 
And though I can semi find, generally speaking 
the location of items within a certain radius on 
the Entenmann’s site, it doesn’t give me chapter 
and verse (address and phone number) so I 
can confirm the cake’s presence and secure its 
purchase. Moreover, having called supermar-
kets before attempting to locate and confirm an 
item’s availability, I have realized that searching 
in person is more reliable. Inventory control 
isn’t quite up to the task, in my experience. 
Therefore, when convenient, I will walk into a 
store unannounced and “spy with my little eye” 
where the Entenmann’s items are displayed and 
keep my fingers crossed. I’ve had some success 
finding this object of my desire. So, when away 
from home, I “stop and pop,” to invoke a bas-
ketball play-by-play expression, and walk into 
supermarkets wherever and whenever.

Amazingly however, twice in the last month, 
out of the blue, at my local Safeway, I saw - and 
of course purchased, multiple “Marshmallow 
Devils Food Iced Cakes.” I couldn’t believe my 
eyes. After years of walking by the Entenmann’s 
display and seeing the same old selections, 
there the cake was, as if it was waiting for me. 
I did a double take. After the second take, the 
cakes were still there and so I grabbed them, 
giddy in my good fortune. Unfortunately, I was 
alone at the point of purchase, so I had no one 
with whom to share my extraordinary find. I did 
so when I got home as I told/showed my wife, 
Dina; and I do so now with a somewhat larger 
audience, and one quite frankly, that’s semi 
interested in what I have to say/write.

Perhaps you might understand the great 
pleasure I experienced when later that evening 
after dinner, Dina and I had the cake for dessert, 
and Dina uttered her assessment of the cake. It’s 
almost akin to Mikey in the old Life cereal tele-
vision ads in which Mikey was offered the bowl 
of Life cereal by his brothers who weren’t inter-
ested in trying it, and voila: “He likes it.” Mikey 
was a fussy eater which added an extra layer of 
doubt to the outcome. Dina is the opposite: not 
a fussy eater but rather one with a sophisticated 
palate (lamb kidneys was a particular family 
favorite growing up, which of course, I wouldn’t 
touch or try) though somewhat worn-down over 
years of sharing meals with yours truly.

This cake comment was an example of Dina 
entering my food wheelhouse and agreeing with 
me. Not a common occurrence. In fact, hardly 
an occurrence at all. That’s why it’s so memora-
ble - to me, anyway.

Really Dina? 
Part II

SUNDAY/SEPT. 29
Chalk-A-Block. 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Throughout Old Town Alexandria. 

Follow the Old Town North Tern’s footprints from site to site 
throughout Old Town North and complete the scavenger hunt to 
be entered to win prizes. Chalk artists will transform the sidewalks 
and parking lots of Old Town North into their canvases. Live music 
will fill the air from a variety of artists including local favorites 
Mars Rodeo at Montgomery Park and Yellow Door Jazz at Canal 
Center. Local artists and makers will be on hand to showcase their 
works. From ceramics to jewelry to bath products to books and 
more, there’s something for everyone. For more information about 
Old Town North Alliance, visit: https://www.oldtownnorthalli-
ance.com.

SATURDAY/OCT. 19
9th Annual Tour de Mount Vernon. TDMV Ride 8:30 a.m.; Youth 

and Family Ride at 9 a.m. Starting and ending at Workhouse Arts 
Center, Lorton. Early bird special! Register for the 9th Annual Tour 
de Mount Vernon by August 31 for a discounted rate and be guar-
anteed a pair of Tour de Mount Vernon socks! #TdMV2024 Register 
now: https://buff.ly/46VNVTx

SAVE THE DATE
Yacht Haven Garden Club’s 40th annual Fashion Show, Silent 

Auction and Luncheon, “American Beauty” Oct. 16, 2024 at the 
Mount Vernon Country Club in Alexandria. Fashions will be provid-
ed by Sara Campbell. 

From Page 9

The Chalk-A-Block will be held 
on Sunday, Sept. 29, 2024 in 

Old Town Alexandria.

Senator Scott Surovell and Mount 
Vernon Supervisor Dan Storck 
attended and will act.

Dr. Krystyn Moon discussed her findings with 
Franconia Supervisor Rodney Lusk.

Ron Chase and Audrey Davis com-
mended the presentation.

The Legacy of Race-based Covenants
individual or family could move into the 
white section of the town/city and vice ver-
sa,” she explained.

In 1924, the Virginia Racial Integrity Act 
categorized people as “colored” or white, 
“the most extreme in the U.S,” charged 
Moon. “This informed racial covenants in 
Fairfax County,” she contended, adding, 
“This room would be illegal in 1926.” In 
1928, the Board of Supervisors created a 
process to review plats for developing sub-
divisions. 

Removing Covenants Today
Several court decisions and the federal 

Fair Housing Act eventually made using ra-
cial covenants illegal. Some Northern Vir-
ginians sued to remove them and organized 
pickets and petitions to promote desegrega-
tion and fair housing. In 1968, the Fairfax 
County Board of Supervisors approved an 
“open occupancy” ordinance, designed to 
protect housing rights.

Though illegal, some covenants are still 
in legal records. In 2020, the General As-
sembly passed a law to provide a simplified 

process for homeowners to remove racial 
covenants from their chain of title. The 
state Supreme Court has created a form for 
landowners to prepare deeds at https://
www.vacourts.gov/forms/circuit/cc1508.
pdf. 

Virginia Sen. Scott Surovell and Del. Paul 
Krizek will hold a workshop to help people 
who want to remove these covenants. “We 
intend to work with a local real estate clos-
ing company, title researchers and others to 
provide homeowners with the information 
and resources necessary to prepare and file 
these deeds in less than 30 minutes,” Sur-
ovell said.

Mount Vernon Supervisor Dan Storck and 
Franconia Supervisor Rodney Lusk attend-
ed the meeting and will propose that the 
Board of Supervisors remove or redact ra-
cial covenants language from County prop-
erty deeds. “While the covenants are not 
applicable, we recognize the importance of 
removing this legacy,” Stork said. 

Storck continued, “It was wonderful see-
ing so many residents engaged with our 
county and Mount Vernon history. I look 
forward to learning more and leading the 

county in updating our property deeds to 
remove or redact these racial covenants.”

Ron Chase said, “It was an excellent in-
troduction, describing the obstacles African 
Americans face and so many nuances. This 
is an introduction to the trials and tribula-
tions people experienced in our evolving 
culture.” Chase is president of the Gum 
Springs Historic Society and Museum.

Audrey Davis remarked, “The presenta-
tion shows us the many lessons we need to 
talk about. 

Most young people have no idea of this 
history. We still need to get some covenants 
removed.” Davis is Director of the African 
American History division of the Office of 
Historic Alexandria. 

Moon’s book, “Proximity to Power: Re-
thinking Race and Place in Northern Virgin-
ia,” will be published by the University of 
North Carolina Press in 2025.

Cosponsors were Nature Forward, the 
South County Task Force, Fairfax NAACP, 
Mount Vernon Regional Historical Society 
and the Gum Springs Historical Society and 
Museum. 

Information: https://documentingexclusion.org

Entertainment



12  v  Alexandria Gazette Packet  v  September 5-11, 2024 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980. 
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com

The Trusted Real Estate Resource for  
Alexandria and Beyond.

To learn more about our Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

Yacht Haven Estates | $1,350,000
Stunning, modern, like-new Craftsman home with 6 
bedroooms and 5 full/3 half bathrooms situated on 
over half an acre has a gourmet kitchen, 2 offices, fully 
finished walk-out basement, and a gas fireplace, offers 
unparalleled warmth & style. 4501 Dolphin Lane
Heidi Burkhardt 703.217.6009 
www.RealtorHeidiB.com

Olde Belhaven Towne | $899,900
Bright and spacious 3-level 4-bedroom, 3.5-bathroom 
brick townhome overlooking a park-like square. Updated 
kitchen, bathroom, roof, systems, windows & more. 
Lower level features media room and built-in gas grill & 
professionally designed patio. 6303 Golf Course Square
Wendy Santantonio 703.625.8802 
www.WendySantantonio.com

White Oaks | $849,000
This exquisite 4-bedroom, 3-bathroom, 2-level brick 
home features hardwood floors, a large deck, 2 wood-
burning fireplaces, and a fenced-in yard. Close to 
Metro, I-495, Ft. Belvoir, Old Town, Huntley Meadows 
Park, and more. 7200 Popkins Farm Road
Wendy Santantonio 703.625.8802 
www.WendySantantonio.com

Lorton | $724,900
Boating and nature lovers, this home is for you! This 
tastefully renovated 4-bedroom, 2-bathroom home 
with a 2-car garage is situated on half an acre and is 
located in a relaxing water side community.
10712 Greene Drive
The Lynn Team 703.973.3722 
www.TheLynnTeamRE.com

Braddock Heights | $1,450,000
Totally renovated 4-bedroom, 3 full 2 half bath home  
with gorgeous finishes, oversized island, and 48 inch 
range is an entertainer’s dream. The family room opens  
up to a spacious backyard featuring a studio, putting 
greens, fire pit, and more! 605 E Timber Branch Parkway
Jen Walker Team 703.675.1566
www.JenWalker.com

Cameron Station
$832,500
This light-filled 3- 
bedroom, 2.5-bathroom 
home offers details 
throughout such as 
hardwood floors, a 
gas fireplace, stainless 
steel appliances, and 
a spacious primary 
suite. Ideally located 
near community pool, 
fitness center, and 
other amenities. 5003 
Donovan Drive

Mason Bavin 703.338.6007 
www.MasonBavin.com

Porto Vecchio | $479,900
NEW PRICE = EXCEPTIONAL VALUE  This 1-bedroom 
condo in the Porto Vecchio is the epitome of luxury. 
Unusually large terrace; light-filled, spacious, and airy 
floor plan; updated kitchen and bath. Warm wood floor 
plus garage parking. 1250 S Washington Street #120
Mary Taylor & Pat Tierney 703.850.5630 
www.MaryTaylorRealtor.com

OPEN SUN 9/8, 2-4

OPEN SUN 9/8, 2-4

Chantilly
$530,000
Beautifully updated 3- 
bedroom, 3.5-bathroom 
townhouse has lake 
views, remodeled 
kitchen, and versatile 
living spaces. 2 primary 
suites with vaulted 
ceilings, walk-in closets, 
and updated baths. 
3rd bedroom with full 
bath on the entry-level. 
South Riding amenities! 
25302 Shipey Terrace

Jodie Burns 571.228.5790 
www.JodieBurns.com

OPEN SUN 9/8, 2-4

Yates Gardens
$1,100,000
This classic, elegant 
2-bedroom, 2-bathroom 
home has an open 
layout and lovely 
finishings. A light-filled 
sunroom addition and 
a lower level rec room 
provide bonus space. 
You’ll love the patio in 
the front and the walled 
garden in the back. 907 
S Saint Asaph Street

Sarah Bobbin 571.225.8716 
www.SophisticatedLivingNOVADC.com

OPEN SUN 9/8, 2-4

OPEN SAT 9/7 & SUN 9/8, 2-4

OPEN SAT 9/7 & SUN 9/8, 2-4

OPEN THURS 5-7, SAT & SUN 2-4


