Legal Notices
LEGAL NOTICE

Notice is hereby given to members of the NY,
nonprofit, American Society of Clinical

Oncology, Inc., that eligible ASCO members
may vote by proxy ballot from Oct. 13 to Nov.
21, 2011 to elect the President Elect, Treasurer,
five seats on the Board of Directors, and two
seats on the Nominating Committee for service
beginning on June 4, 2012. Information about
proxy ballots is available at www.asco.org.
Completed proxy ballots will be delivered to the
ASCO President or his designee for casting at a
meeting held on Nov. 30, 2011, 7:30 AM — 8:00
AM at ASCO Headquarters, 2318 Mill Road,
Suite 800, Alexandria, VA 22318. Members
with questions can email
ASCOelection@asco.org or call 571-483-1316.

LEGAL NOTICE
ON NOVEMBER 3, 2011, LIBERTY UNIVERSI-
TY, INC. TENDERED FOR FILING WITH THE
FCC AN APPLICATION FOR ASSIGNMENT
OF FM TRANSLATOR STATION

W275BO, CHANTILLY, VIRGINIA, TO METRO
RADIO INC. W275BO OPERATES ON CHAN-
NEL 275, WITH 130 WATTS EFFECTIVE
RADIATED POWER AT 38-51-18

NORTH, 77-22-28 WEST. AFTER APPROVAL
OF THE APPLICATION W275BO WILL RE-
BROADCAST THE SIGNAL OF WTNT, 730
KHZ, ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA.

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

Case No JJ031119-05-00

Commonwealth of Virginia

VA. CODE § 8.01-316

Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court

Commonwealth of Virginia, in re

JAYDEN WARD

The object of this suit is to:

Terminate the residual parental rights and re-
sponsibilites of unknown father to Jayden
Ward, born on 11/19/2010 to mother Sophie
Ward, and to authorize the placement of the
child for adoption.

It is ordered that the defendant uknown father,
appear at the above named Court and protect
his or her interests on or before 12/02/2011 at
2:30pm

ORDER OF PUBLICATION

Case No JJ031119-06-00

Commonwealth of Virginia

VA. CODE § 8.01-316

Alexandria J & DR Juvenile and Domestic
Relations District Court

Commonwealth of Virginia, in re

JAYDEN WARD

The object of this suit is to:

Terminate the residual parental rights and re-
sponsibilities of Adrian D. Williams, putative fa-
ther to Jayden Ward, born on 11/19/2010 to
mother Sophie Ward, and to authorize the
placement of the child for adoption.

It is ordered that the defendant Adrian D. Wil-
liams (father), appear at the above named Court
and protect his or her interests on or before
1/11/2012 at 2:00pm

Now! Complete
Print Editions

The full print editions of all 18
Connection Newspapers are now
available on our Web Site in PDF format,
page by page, identical to our weekly
newsprint editions, including print
advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
and click on “Print Editions.”
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Linking Streetcars to Community College?

FromM PACE |

though it would benefit students at the com-
munity college and connect the streetcar line
with a high-capacity transit corridor Alexan-
dria officials are planning to create along
Beauregard Street.

“Everybody wins,” said Jimmy McClellan,
dean of liberal arts at the college and a mem-
ber of the Streetcar Coalition. “It makes no
sense not to connect them.”

But persuading the Arlington County
Board and the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors to extend the line beyond the cur-
rent plans might be difficult. The jurisdic-
tions are in the process of trying to pin down
federal money for the project, and delaying
the process could throw a wrench into the
works. Furthermore, as federal resources
continue to dwindle in the near future, local
leaders across the region are wondering if the
money will exist to bring the line to Skyline at
all. And extending the line through Skyline into
Alexandria would require using land that’s
currently a public park, which is protected
under the Environmental Protection Act.

“There are a number of quality of life issues
that have been raised by neighbors of the cam-
pus,” said Rich Baier, director of the Alexan-
dria Department of Transportation and Envi-
ronmental Services. “Alexandria is generally
supportive of transit, but we need to see more
of the concept here before we could take a

position.”

THE STREETCAR LINE is a dream years in
the making, one that is on the verge of becom-
ing a reality in Arlington and Fairfax County.
But important details have yet to be worked out,
including the location of the maintenance yard.
The public-policy benefits include increasing
public transit options for students and connect-
ing the streetcar line to Alexandria’s bus-rapid

“It’s worth the time and
money. This would be a major
step forward for the region.”

— Tim Lovain

transit. Furthermore, the community college has
offered access to the land for a maintenance yard
at no cost whereas acquiring land in Crystal City
would require a substantial expenditure.

“It sounds like a brilliant idea to me,” said
Arlington County Board member Barbara
Favola, who was recently elected to the Vir-
ginia state Senate. “If we can find a way to
partner with the community college, I think this
could be a win-win scenario.”

Not everyone views the scenario as a win,
however. Alexandria neighborhoods near the
campus and residents of a high-rise building
in Skyline have raised objections. They’re con-

cerned about living next to what would essen-
tially be an industrial use, potentially with
unsightly streetcar storage and noisy street-
cars clanging into each other at all hours of
the evening. Some have suggested that locat-
ing the maintenance yard on the campus might
even prompt a lawsuit, leading to more cost
and more delay.
“We've definitely heard from people who are
concerned about the quality of life,” said Baier.
“Then there’s concerns about where the
funding would come from, what kind of
noise would be involved, what the aesthet-
ics would be and where the railcars would
be stored.”

ADVOCATES FOR BRINGING the line to
the Alexandria campus say the decision
should be considered in the context of build-
ing a regional system. Connecting Alexandria
to the Fairfax and Arlington lines would maxi-
mize the system’s utility, they say. And the aes-
thetics of the building could be masked by plac-
ing a student union or classrooms on the top,
essentially disguising it to look like any other
building on campus. Furthermore, training a
generation of students to work on public trans-
portation system would benefit the country.
“It’s worth the time and money,” said former
Alexandria City Councilman Tim Lovain, an
organizer of the Northern Virginia Streetcar
Coalition. “This would be a major step forward
for the region.”

Volunteers at Human Services on a Mission

FroM PACE |

registering the families who re-
ceive services, Kratzok and her
team must coordinate with 339
sponsors who contribute by
matching gifts to those requested
by the families.

Although not every family re-
ceives their requested gift, the re-
maining families have an oppor-
tunity to receive donated toys via
the Toys for Tots program.

Community mom and pop stores
also coordinate with the Holiday
Sharing Program by acting as dis-
tribution points where individual
citizens can donate toys.

By the first week in December
all toys and donations are set
aside, and letters are sent to fami-
lies with information on how to
pick up the gifts on Dec. 15.

The program raised nearly
$30,000 last year, with an addi-
tional $20,000 worth of in-kind
contributions from the 109 volun-
teers.

“It's rewarding, it’s helping Al-
exandria, your hometown. In the
end the toy does not matter, even
something that just lights up puts
a joy on a child’s face.” said Bar-
bara Sherlock, who has volun-
teered with the Holiday Sharing
Program for three years.

NOVEMBER 17-23, 2011

“We can’t leave it
‘til Dec. 24 like the
big cities who wait
till the last
minute, for me
that’s too risky.”

— Suzanne Kratzok,
coordinator, Community
Resources, Alexandria
Department of Community

& Human Services

To Help

The Holiday
Sharing Program
accepts gift cards,
toys and donations
into the first week of
December, and
volunteer opportuni-
ties are available for
distribution days
when families pick
up gifts. For more
information visit:
alexandriava.gov/
holidaysharing.

Senior volunteers Sharon Crampton and
Dianne Adams check in donations during
last year’s Holiday Sharin

Program.

Barbie dolls, donated by Alexandria citizens, make perfect gifts for the Holiday Shar-
ing Program.
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Going Postal

The city’s first post office was George Tavern, which was
at the northwest corner of Cameron and Royal Street. Back
then, the city was located on an official post road known as
King’s Highway and the postal service was a growth indus-
try.

These days the United States Postal Service is in decline.
It’s running a $10 billion deficit, and Postal Service leaders
have put together a list of 3,700 facilities that could be on
the chopping block including two in Alexandria.

“The two that have been targeted have historic signifi-
cance,” said Mayor Bill Euille. “We shouldn’t sit idly by.”

One of the post offices is a historic building on the cam-
pus of the Virginia Theological Seminary with murky ori-
gins. The other is a 1940s-era Art Deco building on Mount
Vernon Avenue known as the Potomac Post Office because
Del Ray was once a town called Potomac. Both facilities have
their supporters, who have been lobbying City Council mem-
bers to do something — anything — to prevent the two of-
fices from closing.

“There’s no doubt that something needs to be done,” said
Vice Mayor Kerry Donley. “You can’t have these kinds of
deficits and continue to operate.”

Ultimately, City Council members don’t have much of a
say because the federal government will be making the de-
cision. So they decided to do the only thing they can —
write a letter to formally opposing the closure of the two
post offices. During a discussion of how the letter should be
framed Tuesday night, Donley suggested that the Postal Ser-
vice should consider eliminating Saturday mail delivery and
reducing health-care costs.

Councilwoman Alicia Hughes said the Postal Service
officials should keep in mind that they are not paying for
the land or the building at the Seminary post office.

“It doesn’t make sense to close a post office that’s actually
turning a profit,” said Hughes.

Imperfect Attendance

Woody Allen once observed that 80 percent of success
was showing up. For members of Alexandria boards and com-
missions, the percentage is closer to 75 percent.

That’s the minimum standard of attendance expected of
the 58 boards, commissions and task forces that are required
to file attendance reports. According to a recently completed
review of attendance records, eight members did not make
the cut.

“Each of the eight persons has been notified by letter of
their attendance record,” former acting city manager Bruce
Johnson wrote in the Dec. 6 memorandum. “These per-
sons may reapply for reappointment with other new appli-
cants when the positions are advertised by the City Clerk.”

The Commission on Information Technology suffered the
biggest cut, with three members booted for imperfect atten-
dance. One of the members on the chopping block was School
Board member Helen Morris.

Acting No More

Monday marked the first day on the job for new city man-
ager Rashad Young, ending the seven-month tenure of
the acting city manager. Mayor Euille and several council
members took a few moments to thank Johnson for step-
ping in and leading through a hurricane, a flood and an
earthquake.

“I think he got to enjoy it because wherever I went around
the town I saw him at parties and receptions,” Euille said. “I
never looked at Bruce as being a party animal. I always
thought of him as someone who is boring. But I saw a side I
didn’t know he had.”

“Free food,” quipped Johnson, who has now returned to
his day job as the city’s chief financial officer.

— MicHAEL LEE POPE

J | |
Battle of the Bells

Red Kettle Campaign
continues through Dec. 24. |

EJ.r.,
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t's a holiday symbol as traditional as red hats

and reindeer: The bell ringers for the Salva-
tion Army Red Kettle Campaign and volunteers

No (hange:...
O*fg*ﬁ SCAN HERE

"OR YOUR DONATION

Burke and
Herbert’s Walter
Clarke and
Marilou Octavious
thank a donor to
the Salvation Army
Red Kettle Cam-
paign Dec. 9 on
King Street in Old
Town.

i TO DONATE
NOW!!!

Donations to the Red Kettle Campaign can be
made electronically via cell phone by scan-

from many local civic organizations are behind
those smiles greeting Alexandrians throughout the
city.

“There’s a friendly competition going among sev-
eral local organizations,” said Lt. Trey Jones of the
Alexandria Citadel. “Rotary, the American Legion, the
Boat Club, Kiwanis — they are all out this year to
see who can raise the most money during their bell-
ringing hours.”

The Alexandria Citadel raises 25 percent of its
yearly operating budget during the 35 days of the
Red Kettle Campaign, which runs through Christmas
Eve.

“So far we have raised just under $100,000,” Jones
said. “Our budgeted goal is $175,000 but because
we have Giant grocery stores back involved, we’d
like to reach $200,000. We'’re running low on re-

ning the QR code at the Red Kettle sites.

sources right now so I am hoping we can meet that
before the end of the campaign.”

The local support is what allows the Salvation Army
to provide substantial services for the community
throughout the year, including a transitional hous-
ing program for women, and emergency utility, rent
and food assistance.

“This year we added an Army-Navy game day com-
petition in front of Walmart in Kingstowne,” Jones
said. “Unfortunately for Army, Navy beat them there
as well, raising $860 to Army’s $731 but it was a fun
day and we hope to do it again next year.”

For more information or to donate to the Red Kettle
Campaign, visit www.SalArmyDC.org/alexandria.

— JEANNE THEISMANN
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Alive! Distributes Food to Needy

Volunteers work
to ensure
holiday meals.

By MONTIE MARTIN
GAZETTE PACKET

early 120 volunteers
from over 41 religious
congregations volun-

teered their time on Saturday, Dec.
10, to help distribute food for the
holidays to Alexandria’s most vul-
nerable citizens.

The Alive! Last Saturday food
program holds 11 distribution
events a year, with November and
December combined for the holi-
days. The holiday event is the larg-
est out of the year, with nearly 710
families in attendance.

“We hope to have enough dona-
tions to feed everyone,” said
Deborah Patterson, a senior volun-
teer with Alive! and site coordina-
tor at Cora Kelly Recreation Cen-
ter. “Times are tough for a lot of
people, but if they can help those
at the margins of survival it helps
society and the city as a whole.”

Once social workers refer clients
and their family for services with
the program, the site coordinators
make requests from the National
Capital Area Food Bank, which
delivers the food for distribution.

Clients receive a five-day supply
of fresh vegetables, venison and
eggs. Although turkeys have been
a traditional supplement for the
holiday meals, due to a rise in the
price of food and a strapped bud-
get, chickens were selected this

SEE VOLUNTEERS, PAGE 29

Jeri Greenwell adds a 5-
pound bag of potatoes to
the food carts.
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Touched by an Ange

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GCAZETTE PACKET

hey were women on a mission.

As Heather Eggleston and Chris-

tina Tschampel entered Artfully

Gifts and Chocolate Dec. 5, they
were determined to find just the right gift
for a special young teen.

“Do you have any dia- L

ries?” Tschampel asked b . dm |

) 0 3 N

the store’s co-owner ; Y ey
Eric Nelson. “And '

it’s for a young girl /\&\
so it needs to have a
lock.”

Eggleston and Tschampel
were shopping for gifts as part
of the Salvation Army’s Angel
Tree gift drive. Their employer,
the National School Boards As-
sociation, is one of the many
businesses participating in this
year’s drive.

“Most of our donations will
come through company adop-
tions,” said Lt. Sheri Jones, who
spearheads the Angel Tree pro-
gram in Alexandria. “We’ve been
very fortunate. The public has been
very generous to us.”

The Salvation Army Angel Tree
program was started in 1985 to help chil-

Angel Tree tags
provide the first
name, age and
needs of children
hoping to be
‘adopted’ for the
holidays.

dren and families in need during the holi-
days. Families register in October to par-
ticipate and the information of each recipi-
ent is compiled onto a tag that lists first
name, gender, age, clothing size, shoe size
and a Christmas wish. The tags are then
distributed to area corporations and indi-
viduals who do the shopping for their ‘an-
gels.

“We have 476 boxes waiting to be filled,”
Jones said. “Each one represents a family
in Alexandria with more than 1,000 chil-
dren ‘adopted’ through this year’s drive.”

The distribution days
for this year’s drive are
scheduled for Dec. 19
and 20 so it’s crunch time
for Jones and the volun-
teers who sort, tag and
load the gifts into indi-
vidually labeled boxes at
the Salvation Army
headquarters on Mount
Vernon Avenue in Del
Ray.

“Now is the time that
we need people to drop
off any toys they bought
for the Angel Tree drive,”
Jones said. “We want to
make sure the gifts are
here when the families
arrive to pick up their boxes.”

Lt. Sheri Jones and Diamond
Simpkins bag toys Dec. 12 at the
Salvation Army building in Del Ray
as part of this year’s Angel Tree
Drive.

Throughout the region, more than 15,000
kids will be served through the Angel Tree
drive thanks to the Salvation Army and the
generosity of shoppers like Eggleston and
Tschampel.

Salvation Army provides
holiday gifts for families

LNDV | 3LLIZV0)/NNVWSIZH | INNVA[ A8 OLOH|

Christine Tschampel and Heather
Eggleston of the National School
Boards Association shop for gifts
for Angel Tree recipients at Artfully
Gifts and Chocolate.

“This is such a wonderful program,”
said Eggleston, who has participated in
the Angel Tree drive for many years. “It
just wouldn’t be Christmas without a
few ‘angels’ to shop for.”

Volunteers W1th e' Distribute Food to Needy

FrROM PAGE 3

year instead. The four-pound rooster
chickens were contributions from the Capi-
tal Area Food Bank at no cost to Alive!.

With an operating budget of $100,000 for
food distributions throughout the year,
Alive! stretches resources in the form of
purchasing food for 20 cents per pound.
Staples such as eggs, however, have doubled
in price since last year. The rising cost of
food puts an additional strain on available
funds even as the number of referrals grows;
from 2007 to 2010 Alive! has seen a 40
percent increase in the number of clients
requesting services.

The Last Saturday food program distrib-
utes food at Ladrey Senior High Rise,
Church of the Resurrection, and Cora Kelly
Rec Center. While each site has its own lo-
gistical challenges, the Cora Kelly site re-
ceives over half of all Alive! clients. Nearly
70 percent of these clients are Spanish
speakers.

“After working for so many years with a
focus on my job and family, today I make a
point to help the community,” said Paul
Doherty, an Alive! volunteer and member
of the Christ Church congregation. “I also
have a selfish motive for volunteering, I
speak Spanish and wanted an opportunity
to practice.”

The message of helping others transcends
religious affiliations, as seen by the varied
Christian denominations, Jewish groups

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Former ALIVE! president Gerry Hebert rafﬂes off a few houseware items
to those waiting at Cora Kelly.

and Muslim organizations present.
Deborah Schaffer, an ESL teacher at ACPS
and member of the Beth El Hebrew Con-
gregation, has volunteered with Alive! for
the past six years. “In Judaism there is a
term called “Tikkun olam,” which means
repairing the world. The idea is we need to
make a point to help our community.”
“Our church is mission oriented, and help-
ing others is part of that,” said Phillip

1INDV| LLIZVD)/L144VdY ISINOT A8 OLOH ]

Ferguson, a 30-year volunteer with Alive!
and member of the Alfred St. Baptist
Church. “Helping others extends the minis-
try beyond the doors of the church.”

The City of Alexandria also coordinates
with Alive! in the form offering free flu shots
during the distribution events. The Alive!
partnership with the Department of Health
began three years ago when health officials
needed a way to reach the community dur-

—Helping
Alive! is staffed primarily by volunteers,
which allows up to 90 percent of contribu-
tions to go towards program needs. All
contributions are tax deductible, checks can
be made payable to Alive! and mailed to
2723 King St., Alexandria, VA 22302. For
more information on volunteer opportuni-
ties or to make a contribution online, visit:
alive-inc.org

ing the HIN1 outbreak.

“We found out the December food distri-
bution draws the largest crowds, and
thought it was a perfect opportunity to
reach vulnerable populations,” said Cyndi
Lake, emergency planner with the Alexan-
dria Department of Health. “Our collabora-
tion with community partners is key, and
making a difference is something all of us
in public health believe is important.”

Although the December food distribution
event tends to draw the largest crowds, site
coordinators are alarmed that holiday num-
bers remain high throughout the year.

“We’re seeing a December high crowd
every month,” said Patterson. “Even when
we had massive rain people still showed
up.”

“Contributions drop off dramatically af-
ter the holidays,” said Ken Naser, executive
director of Alive!. “People forget out clients
have to eat year round. In June and July
people are still eating.”
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MICHAEL LEE POPE

First Place in Public Safety Writing
Judges comments: Writer does an outstanding job tackling
broader issues. The bank-robberies article is extremely well
done and doesn’t sugarcoat an issue sure to give local police a
black eye. The article on domestic violence is equally well done,
giving the perspective of a victim who is now a survivor. The
look at changes 10 years after 9/11 is another strong article,
providing great insight and perspective.

Association



Bank of America on North Washington
Street was robbed on Jan. 21 at 10:41 a.m.

Capitol One Bank on South Washington
Street was robbed on Oct. 20 at 9:45 a.m.

Getting Away With It |

Fewer than half of Alexandria’s
bank robberies in the last five years

have been solved.

Alexandria
By MicHAEL LEe PoprE

GAZETTE PACKET

Bank Robberies g
- - Y- - Y.

ALV

PNC Bank robbery on Diagonal Road was
robbed on Dec. 27 at 2:10 p.m.

Virginia Commerce Bank on Price Street
was robbed on Oct. 8 at 5:45 p.m.

P

Bank of America on North
Washington Street was
robbed on Dec. 20 at 2:49
p-m.

ometimes bank robbers oy o CO O OO OO

who strike in Alexandria o oD TD O IO OX United States happen without any

are caught here in the violence, shooting or injury. Only

city. Other times, they are R O OO OO OO OO 4 percent of the cases involve
caught in neighboring jurisdic- ¢ D O D O OO O someone getting hurt. And most

tions. But half the time, according
to statistics from the Alexandria
Police Department, nobody is ever
arrested. Through a spokeswoman, the department
declined to make anyone available to answer: Why
are so many Alexandria bank robbers walking away
with thousands of dollars in cash?

For now, the department is choosing to remain si-
lent on that issue.

Since 2005 the city has logged 32 bank robberies,
five of which have taken place in the last four months.
Of those 32 cases, eight suspects were arrested here
in Alexandria. Sixteen others were taken into cus-
tody by the feds or another jurisdiction. That leaves
16 bank robberies unsolved, with tens of thousands
of dollars successfully heisted by criminals. The city’s
relatively low closure rate stands in stark contrast to
national statistics compiled by the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, which show that three out of four bank
robbers are caught within 18 months of their crime.

“Like any other case, it depends on what kind of
evidence we’re working with,” said Commonwealth’s
Attorney Randy Sengel. “Obviously cases are more
difficult when you don’t have DNA evidence or fin-
gerprints, and the suspect isn’t looking directly into
the camera.”

THE VAST MAJORITY of bank robberies in the

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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SOURCE: Alexandria Police Department

happen without a gun, according
to FBI statistics, which show that
41 percent of the cases involve a
weapon being threatened and 25 percent of bank
robbers use an actual firearm. Nevertheless, bank-
ers say, caution is at the core of the training given to
tellers.

“We tell people to just hand over the money,” said
Margot Mohsberg Johnson, spokeswoman for the
American Bankers Association. “Don’t be a hero. It’s
not worth it.”

Bank robbers typically walk way with “a couple of
thousand dollars,” Johnson said, although banks and
police officials make a habit of declining to release
how much money is taken in a specific heist. Some-
times the teller will slip a GPS tracking device into
the loot, and other times the serial numbers on a
stash bills bankers call “bait money” that’s specifi-
cally set aside for such a purpose. Many times, tell-
ers will slip a “dye pack” in with the bills, which will
later explode on the bank robber and the cash.

“Several years ago, a couple of agents for the Al-
cohol Control Board looked out the window and saw
a man walking across the street with a lunchbox that
was spewing red smoke,” said Sengel. “It was pretty
obvious what was going on, and they were able to

SEe GETTING AwAY, PAGE 15

NEWS BRIEFS

Several Burglaries
Hit Del Ray Homes

The Alexandria Police Department has seen an increase in resi-
dential burglaries and larcenies from autos over the last month,
especially in the Del Ray section of the City. The residential bur-
glaries have occurred during the daytime hours, usually between
noon and 7 p.m. The suspect(s) have been using force to gain
entry into rear or side doors. Laptops, jewelry, televisions and
cash are the items mostly targeted.

All but one of the homes was unoccupied at the time of the
burglaries. In that case, a resident in the 200 block of W. Windsor
Avenue was in an upstairs office when she heard a banging on a
door downstairs. When she went to investigate the noise, she
came face to face with the suspect who then ran out a rear door.
The victim was not injured and nothing was taken from the resi-
dence.

The suspect is described as a black male, approximately five
feet six inches tall, weighing 150 pounds. He was wearing a
puffy jacket with a hooded sweatshirt and dark jeans.

Between Jan. 9 and Jan. 11, there were also six larcenies from
autos in the Del Ray area of the City. All of the vehicles were left
unlocked and most were parked in the victim’s driveway. The
suspect(s) took loose coins from the interior of the vehicles.

Residents are encouraged to report any suspicious activity or
suspicious persons by calling the Police Department at 703-838-
4444,

Mineral Oil Spill at
Pepco Substation

At approximately 10:30 a.m. Monday, Jan. 24, units from the
Alexandria Fire Department were notified of a possible oil spill at
the Pepco substation located at 1400 N. Royal St. Units arrived to
find that a release of mineral oil from a transformer occurred and
overflowed a containment basin. An oil sheen was seen in the
Potomac River and fire department units set up containment
booms to prevent any additional product from making its way
into the river.

EPA, the Coast Guard, and the Virginia Department of Emer-
gency Management were all notified. The incident remains un-
der investigation.

Police Investigate
Fatal Hit and Run

Police are investigating a fatal hit and run pedestrian crash that
occurred around 12:10 a.m. on Friday, Jan. 21. A 26-year-old
man was crossing King Street at the intersection with Park Cen-
ter Drive when he was struck by a vehicle that fled the scene. A
witness to the crash described the striking vehicle as a four-door
black sedan, similar to a Lincoln Town car. The victim, Melbourne
Clyde Leach, Jr. of Alexandria was transported to Inova Fairfax
Hospital where he died from his injuries.

Members of the Crash Reconstruction Team are conducting the
investigation.

Anyone with information about this crash is asked to contact
the Alexandria Police Department at 703-838-4444.

Shoe Collection for the Needy

Alexandria residents are invited to recycle their new or “gently
worn” shoes for people in need.

Soles4Souls and Tomorrows Black Men, Inc. are collecting gently
worn footwear through Jan. 31 to help provide assistance to per-
sons in need, whether they are victims of a natural disaster or
subject to living in extreme poverty.

Individuals and companies interested in donating money to help
defray shipping costs can contact Laverne Short at 571-338-7520
or visit the organization’s website at www.giveshoes.org

Shoe drop locations include:

SEe NEws BRIEFs, PAGE |15
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Getting Away With It
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catch him fleeing the scene.”

LIKE ANY OTHER group of criminals, bank rob-
bers come from a variety of backgrounds. One noto-
rious suspect sported a gray fedora, a sharp
trenchcoat and designer shoes during a 2007 rob-
bery of the Virginia Commerce Bank on King Street.
In another case, a bank robber later admitted that
he needed the money to pay a lawyer because he
had been accused of stealing a car. In the vast major-
ity of cases, federal statistics show, the crime is as
simple as slipping a note to the teller demanding
money.

“Don’t believe what you see on television,” said
Randy Benarick, director of security at Burke and
Herbert Bank. “Most of the time, you won’t even
know a bank robbery is going on.”

During their training exercises, tellers are in-
structed to avoid discussing details about what hap-
pened with each other until investigators arrive. This
prevents memories from being tainted by the per-
ceptions of others. Benarick said he tells the tellers
to make eye contact with the criminal, a subtle bit of
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psychology that gives the impression that the bank
is in control of the situation. Sometimes, robbers are
stopped by what bankers call a “man trap” in which
a series of double doors at the entrance lock the crimi-
nal inside until the police arrive. Johnson acknowl-
edged bankers have a couple other tricks that she
declined to share.

“They’re industry secrets,” she said. “Most of time
our efforts are directed at getting the bank robber
out the door without anyone getting hurt.”

THOSE WHO ARE caught could face federal or
state prosecution, depending on the facts in the case.
In some cases, making the determination between
which prosecutors will take a case could come down
to which detectives caught the suspect. In other cases,
a suspect’s criminal history could come into play.
Sengel said his negotiation with the feds often boils
down to which scenario would result in the longest
potential prison sentence.

“Who gets the biggest bang for the buck?” he asked.
“From our point of view in terms of presenting evi-
dence in court, it isn’t much different than any other
kind of robbery except for the forensic evidence in-
volved.”

Meeting on Jones Point Park

The first meeting of the Community Liaison Information Group on

« Alexandria City Hall 301 King
St.

< Charles Beatley Central Li-
brary, 5005 Duke St.

% Charles Houston Recreation
Center, 901 Wythe St.

% William Ramsay Recreation
Center, 5650 Sanger Ave.

% Mount Vernon Recreation

Jones Point Park Construction will be held Thursday, Jan. 27, 7 p.m. at
the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St. The purpose of the meeting is to
allow for liaison members and the general public to ask questions and
to be briefed on ongoing Jones Point Park construction activities. The
meeting is open to the public and will include representatives from the
project’s managing parties — VDOT and the National Park Service —
as well as staff from the City of Alexandria.

NEIGHBORHOOD

Center, 2701 Commonwealth Ave.

% Cora Kelly Recreation Center,
25 W Reed Ave

% Charles Barrett Recreation
Center, 1115 Martha Custis Drive

+ Patrick Henry Recreation Cen-
ter, 4643 Taney Ave.

% Chinquapin Park Recreation
Center, 3210 King St.

< Nannie J. Lee Recreation Cen-
ter 1108 Jefferson St.

If a box is full or for bulk collec-
tion of 50 or more pairs of shoes,
contact Laverne Short at 703-746-
5503 or 571-338-7520.

Taylor Run

MONEY FOR CHILDREN’S

Despite the sub-freezing tem-
perature, Shooters Hill Ecumeni-
cal Carolers turned out happily on
St. Stephen’s Day, singing and col-
lection donations for Children’s
Hospital, as they have done for 45
years. The total collected was
$1,149.

Rachel Gibson Hunt, one of the
original small singers all those
years ago, led the group this year,
which included her sons Wyatt
and Gabriel Qualiana.

The Swindell children — Amy,
Holden, and Nathaniel — followed
the lead of their father Richard as
they sang.

Nathaniel Hunt, one of the origi-
nal young carolers, turned up this
year with daughter Dakota Kelso
Hunt and her friend Abigail
Adams.

Richard Bussey sang loyally al-
though we all missed his daugh-
ter Rachel. After caroling all re-
turned to 310 Park Road to eat a
really filling potluck dinner.

— Lois KeLso HuNT
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PASTRY SHODP

Valentine’s Day
‘Dinner for Tweo

. Celebrate a Remantic Dinner
with the one yow love and leave the cooking to us!
CHOOSE SOUP OR SALAD FROM THE FOLLOWING

Boston Bibb Salad with Creamy Italian Dressing
Red Pepper Soup
Caesar Salad

Beef Tenderloin with Scalloped Potatoes, Broccoli, and
topped with Onion Rings and a Pepper Sauce
Chicken Breast Stuffed with Sun-dried Tomato, Basil,
Mozzarella Cheese and Roasted Asparagus
Grilled Salmon and Shrimp with Grilled Asparagus
and Fingerling Potatoes with a Lemon Garlic Sauce

CHOOSE TWO HEART-SHAPED PASTRIES
Raspberry Marquis
Petit Four (Lemon Poppy Seed)

Chocolate Ganache (Truffle with Raspberry Glaze)
Raspberry White Chocolate

Dinner for Twe
(Tust $49.99 Per Couple)

All orders must be placed by 2 p.m. on
Saturday, February 12. Orders can be picked up
on Monday, February 14, 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.

We also have: Heart-shaped cookies and cakes, petits fours,
truffles, triple-dipped strawberries, gift baskets and XOXO cookies.

ALEXANDRIA PASTRY SHOP AND CATERING COMPANY

703.578.4144

or e-mail: alexandriapastry@comcast.net
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Violence Behind Closed Doors

Domestic violence is on the
rise as the city’s Battered

Women’s Shelter celebrates

its 30th anniversary.

By MICHAEL LEE POPE
GAZETTE PACKET

ike many victims of domestic violence,

Rachel felt like she had nowhere to turn.

Trapped in an abusive relationship and

afraid to leave her husband, she became
trapped in a cycle of violence — until she reached
out to a domestic violence service provider in North-
ern Virginia, where she found a support group and
child care. Now that she’s divorced, Rachel is one of
90 volunteers who help staff the
city’s Battered Women’s Shelter —
an anonymous single-family house
tucked away on a quiet Del Ray
street where women and children
can escape until a restraining or-
der has been issued.

“I actually enjoy working the
hotline,” said Rachel, who did not
want to give her last name for fear
that her abuser might track her
down. “The person on the other
end of the phone is in crisis, and I
enjoy being able to give something
back when it’s needed the most.”

The need has never been greater,
according to experts in domestic
violence and statewide statistics.
A statewide database that collects
information from local providers
shows that the problem of domes-
tic violence is on the rise across Virginia. The num-
ber of hotline calls has grown by 8 percent from 2009
to 2010, and the number of women, children and

30th Anniversary

Friends of the Commission for Women will be commemo-
rating the 30th anniversary of the Battered Women’s Shelter
with a MetroStage production on Feb. 10 of “His Eye is on the
Sparrow,” a play written by Larry Parr and directed by Gary
Yates A reception starts at 6:30 p.m., and the performance will
begin at 7:30 p.m. A live auction will take place during the
intermission. Tickets at $75, and proceeds will benefit the
Alexandria Domestic Violence Program. For more informa-
tion, call 703-548-9044.

An image from a National
Institute of Justice study
on domestic violence.

men staying in a domestic violence emergency shel-
ter on an average night has increased 22 percent.
More than 2,000 families were turned away last year
because existing shelters were full, a 54 percent in-
crease over the previous year.

“We’ve seen a downturn in the economy and an
increase in substance abuse,” said Gena Boyle, do-
mestic violence advocacy manager for the Virginia
Sexual and Domestic Violence Action Alliance. “And
we know both of these lead to an increase in domes-
tic violence.”

HERE IN ALEXANDRIA, the numbers also show
an increased need for services at a time when local
government is trying to cut back. In 2009, for ex-
ample, the Battered Women’s Shelter was home for
53 women and 38 children. The following year it
was 61 women and 52 children. The court system
has also seen an increase, with domestic spousal
abuse cases rising from 165 in 2007 to 211 in 2009.
Prosecutors say domestic violence
remains a problem despite changes
in the last 30 years in how the cases
are handled.

“I don’t think you are ever going
to eliminate the problem, in spite
of your best efforts,” said
Commonwealth’s Attorney Randy
Sengel. “But in the last 20 years
there’s been a sea change in the way
these cases are handled.”

When police are called to a do-
mestic violence case, an arrest can
be mandatory if probable cause can
be established — even if the victim
does not want to press charges.
Suspects are taken into custody by
a special unit of the Alexandria Po-
lice Department and prosecuted by
a commonwealth’s attorney who
specializes in domestic violence
cases. Victims and their children have access to the
Battered Women’s Shelter — the first of its kind in
Northern Virginia when it opened its doors 30 years
ago.

“The idea was that it was supposed to be as anony-
mous and nondescript as possible,” said Council-
woman Del Pepper, who was an aide to Mayor Chuck
Beatley in 1981. “That way the women and children
could feel secure.”

ALEXANDRIA’S SHELTER became a city-owned

SEe SHELTER's 30 ™, PAGE 25

Thank you from Alexandria Library

You answered our appeal for assistance

The Alexandria Library and the Alexandria Library Foundation thank you for your generosity.
Without your help, the Library cannot continue to provide the excellent services and materials
you deserve. For more information about the Alexandria Library Foundation, please visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us or call 703-746-1701.

The Alexandria Library Foundation
5005 Duke Street
Alexandria, VA 22304-2903

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Feel the Love!

Valentine’s Day
Spa Package
* Spa Manicure
* Spa Pedicure

* Shampoo & Style
+ Sweets for Your Sweet!

$100.00

RESERVE Saturday February 12
NOW! & Sunday February 13

PuBLIC ScorPING MEETINGS:
PoromAc YARD METRORAIL STATION EIS

You’re Invited!

Thursday,
February 10, 2011

4:30 pm to 6 pm and
6:30 pmto 8 pm

Cora Kelly Recreation Center
25 W. Reed Avenue
Alexandria, VA

The Federal Transit Administration,
in cooperation with the City of
Alexandria, the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority,
and the National Park Service, is
initiating the preparation of an
Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS) for the proposed Potomac Yard
Metrorail Station.

e e ——

You are invited to attend either
meeting to learn about the EIS
process; ask questions; and comment
on the purpose and need for the
project, alternatives considered, key
environmental considerations, and the
public and agency coordination
process. No RSVP is required and all
members of the public are welcome.

Transit to Cora Kelly: DASH bus route AT10 or
Metrobus routes 10A/B/E. Parking is available
on-site. Visual materials and a Spanish-
speaking staff member will be available. A
sign language interpreter will be provided
upon advance request. Anyone who requires
special assistance should call (202) 962-1745
or email jashe@wmata.com at least 3 days
prior to the meeting. If City of Alexandria
Schools are closed on February 10 due to
inclement weather, the snow date for the
meetings will be Tuesday, February 15.

www.potomacyardmetro.com
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Elizabeth deBullet
Hall

Elizabeth
Whiteley deBullet
Hall, 100, died Jan.
9, 2011, just one
day before her
101st birthday, at
the Goodwin
House, Alexandria.
Born in Catonsville, Md. on Jan. 10,
1910, she was a 1931 graduate of the
Bouve-Boston School of Physical
Education, Boston, Mass., now part of
Tufts University. She worked as a
physical therapist at the Baltimore
public school for crippled children
prior to her marriage in 1932. A
resident of Alexandria since 1935, she
was among a group of Presbyterians
who helped to reopen the Old
Presbyterian Meeting House in 1949
to meet the needs of a growing post-
war congregation from the Second
Presbyterian Church in Alexandria.
Throughout the remainder of her life,
she was very active in the Old
Presbyterian Meeting House, serving
in many ways. Elizabeth Hall was an
avid birdwatcher and a gardener of
herbs and scented geraniums. She
created beautiful crewel embroidery
designs and assembled a large
collection of American-made baskets
as she traveled. She moved to the
Goodwin House, Alexandria in 1999.

Elizabeth Hall was the daughter of
Leon J. and Laura Whiteley deBullet.
She was married to the late R. Clifford
Hall. She is survived by sons Leon and
wife Anita, Vestal N.Y., Clifford and
wife Diana Post, Silver Spring, Md.,
Edwin and wife Janet, Alexandria, and
Eugene “Dinny” Hall, Glenwood, Fla.,
grandchildren Clifford and wife
Kalpana, McLean, Jeffrey and wife
Kathleen, Manchester, Conn. and
Ellen Hall and husband Carl Crown,
Centreville, and great grandchildren,
Maya and Jai Hall, Connor Hall and
Benjamin Crown.

Interment was on Jan. 22, 2011 at
the Presbyterian Cemetery, Alexan-
dria.

James Graham

James Graham,
79, Alexandria
restaurateur, died
peacefully on Jan.
10, 2011, of
natural causes. He
was co-owner and S
proprietor of ?

Scotland Yard

Restaurant in Old

Town Alexandria from 1978 to 2004.
James, known as “Sir James” by the
locals, was a fixture in Old Town,
standing outside his restaurant for 25
years, outfitted in his full dress
Scottish regalia. James emigrated
from Scotland in 1967, having been
granted a special visa based on his
background as a well-known, interna-
tionally acclaimed, Scottish ballroom
dancer and judge. James worked in
the dance world for many years, and
then turned to his more artistic
pursuits.

He was an artist in all respects. He
was a renowned oil painter, an expert
in faux facades and grand woodwork,
as well as a builder and renovator of
historic properties in Alexandria. In
1997 he won the Historic Alexandria
Foundation’s Preservation Award for
his work at 517 S. Washington Street.

In 1978, James and his business
partner, Susan Troup, created
Scotland Yard Restaurant in Old
Town, with family recipes from
Scotland, as well as modern interpre-
tations of Scottish fare.

James grew up during WWII in war-
torn Glasgow, Scotland, where
overnight bombings of the shipyards
were common with an estimated
100,000 people left homeless. For
safety, James and his younger siblings
were sent off to live in the Scottish
countryside until the war ended. From
1950 — 1952 he served in the British
Army in Malaya, now Malaysia, and
was part of the Cameronians and the
King’s Own Scottish Borderers
regiments.

He is survived by his son, Stuart
Graham, 10 brothers and sisters, as
well as Susan Troup, Lelia Troup Beall
and Waldon Wayne Beall of Alexan-
dria.

Rose Marie
Sandweg

Rose Marie Sandweg, 95, a local
artist and master gardener, died Jan.
13, 2011 at Fairfax Inova Hospital
after a brief illness. She lived in
Annandale.

Born in Alexandria, Mrs. Sandweg
was the daughter of Frederick S.
Jackson and Marie Fannon Jackson.
Mr. Jackson was the chief engineer in
the construction of the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier and the re-design of
Arlington Cemetery’s entrance in the
1940s.

Mrs. Sandweg was a painter of
pastoral scenes, mostly of her beloved
Virginia countryside. Her paintings
hung in the Prince Royal Gallery and
Hodges Gallery in Alexandria as well
as in the Island Gallery in Manteo,
N.C.

Known as the “azalea lady,” Mrs.
Sandweg’s gardens were the backdrop
for many wedding photos as well as a
destination spot for many sightseers
every spring. Frequently found
working in her beloved garden into
her 90s, Mrs. Sandweg encouraged
passers-by to stop and enjoy her yard.

With an associate’s degree in
drafting from George Washington
University, Mrs. Sandweg worked at
the United States Geodetic Society
prior to her marriage. Married in 1942
to FBI Special Agent William H.
Sandweg, Jr. of St. Louis, Mrs.
Sandweg moved with her husband to
Houston, Seattle and Chicago before
being transferred back to the Wash-
ington Field Office in 1954. Her
husband predeceased her in 1996.
They were married for 54 years.

Mrs. Sandweg is survived by five
children; William Henry Sandweg I1I
of Phoenix, Ariz., Jean Marie Valenta
of La Plata, Md., Robert F. Sandweg of
Land Harbour, N.C., Frances Anne
Canavan of Davidsonville, Md. and
John Paul Sandweg of West
Bloomfield, Mich., 11 grandchildren
and five great grandchildren.

WEEK IN ALEXANDRIA
FROM PAGE 9

front.

First, there’s the idea of transforming the parking lot of the Old
Dominion Boat Club into a new public square that would lead to
a new 200-foot pier into waters owned by the District of Colum-
bia. Members of the boat club are openly hostile to that idea,
although Hamer seems to think she’ll be able to negotiate a settle-
ment.

“We’ve negotiated before,” said Hamer. “We could conceivably
continue to negotiate.”

Then there’s the part of the plan that would construct a new
building at the western edge of Waterfront Park. The plan calls
for the new building to become a parking garage for the Old Do-
minion Boat Club.

“There’s been a lot of talk about listening to what people want,”
said Old Towner Poul Hertel. “But I have yet to hear anybody
say they want a new building in Waterfront Park.”

Finally, there’s the part about replacing the last remaining in-
dustrial uses on the waterfront with hotels. Many Old Town resi-
dents say Alexandria already has enough hotels, and that the last
thing they want to see is new development along the waterfront.
The plan is expected to include two new hotels at the two sites
owned by Robinson Terminal, although this has become another
controversial part of the document.

“We should be looking for the highest and best use of this land,”
said former Vice Mayor Andrew Macdonald. “And I just don’t
think hotels and restaurants is the direction we should be going

”

.

Managing Chef

Here’s something you may not have known about City Man-
ager Jim Hartmann, who announced this week that he’ll be
stepping down from his position in May. He’s a gourmet chef.

“I love to cook,” said Hartmann. “Although I haven’t been do-
ing a lot of cooking since I've been in this job.”

The city manager said he enjoys cooking Chinese and Italian
food, although he said he enjoys cooking anything with meats.
His signature dish?

“Oh,” he mused, “that would have to be marinated flank steak.”

No word yet as to whether or not he’ll be catering any city
events during his remaining months in office.

— MiIcHAEL LEe PoPE

NEIGHBORHOODS

Seminary Valley

Well, it looks like that dreaded day
is upon our neighborhood, when we
become an official parking district.
Due to the BRAC development, the
City has a number of proposals de-
signed to keep BRAC employees
from parking their cars in the Valley.
Proposals range from having large or
small parking districts; they also in-
volve options regarding specific days
and times parking restrictions would
be in effect. Go to
www.Alexandriava.gov/tes/info/
default.aspx?id=42458 to see maps
and additional information.

There will be a parking meeting,
open to all, at the Beatley Library on
Thursday, Feb. 10 at 7 p.m. The
City’s Parking Coordinator will pre-
pare a draft plan by Feb. 15, present
recommendations for an ordinance
change to the parking code by Feb.
23 and start implementing the plan
by Feb. 25.

Keep your prayers and good
wishes coming for one of our neigh-
borhood “stars,” Bob Moran, who
has again left his crossing guard post
at Richenbacher and Pegram to
launch treatment for lung cancer.

Patty Chamberlain reports that Bob is in
excellent spirits and that he misses his Polk
and Hammond kids very much. If you
would like to drop Bob a line, you can send
it to: Bob and Lois Moran, 7820A
Harrowgate Circle, Springfield, VA, 22152.

Many congratulations to Hammond 8th
Grader Brendan Zack, who was recom-
mended by his Orchestra Teacher, Mr.
Hodge, for an Optimist Club award. Four-
teen-year old Brendan and his parents,
Marie and Jeff, attended a luncheon at the
Belle Haven Country Club, after which
Brendan played the Minuet No. 3 on his
cello. Brendan also received a $100 savings
bond. Marie reports that she was tickled to
find out that many Optimist Club members
are ACPS grads or have had children go
through the City Schools. Largely due to
efforts by John Porter, the Club has initi-
ated awards for middle school children who
excel in the arts. Another way in which our
neighbors rise a notch above, wouldn’t you
say?

Kassy Benson, our Hammond High
School Alumni contact, reported recently
that Coach Keith Kischbauch passed away
on Jan. 22. Coach Kischbauch was a teacher
and coach at Jefferson Junior High School
and Hammond High School; he was T.C.
Williams’ first athletic director.

— MiA JONES

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Women’s Shelter’s 30" Anniversary
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property as the result of a clash between city
officials and a sitting member of the Alexandria
City Council.

In the late 1970s, Councilman Nicholas
Colasanto owned a property in Del Ray where the
windows were boarded up, the paint was peeling
and weeds were choking the lawn. Neighbors com-
plained, and the property ended up on the city’s
list of blighted properties. City officials ended up
taking the property by eminent domain against
Colasanto’s protests, and he stepped down in
1979.

Today, a park on Mount Vernon Avenue and the
building that houses the Del Ray Artisans Gallery
are named in his honor. But those aren’t the only
contributions Colasanto made to Alexandria.

BY 1981, city officials were looking for a place
to open a shelter for battered women. This was a
time when the women’s movement had started to
change public perceptions about the nature of
domestic violence, and Alexandria wanted to be
on the cutting edge of the movement.

That’s when Colasanto’s old property in Del Ray

entered the discussion. It was the right size in a
great location that was comfortable and anony-
mous, a place where women and children could
feel comfortable escaping the cycle of violence and
starting a new life.

“It was a place where women could go, even in
the middle of the night,” said Vola Lawson, who
was assistant city manager for housing at the time.
“In many cases, it’s a matter of life or death.”

SINCE THE SHELTER opened in 1981, addi-
tional office space has been added and handi-
capped accessible features have been installed.

The 2006 special-use permitting process ob-
scured the address of the Del Ray house to pre-
vent its location from becoming public knowledge
in an effort to prevent abusive spouses from seek-
ing out the location of their victims.

According to the city’s Domestic and Sexual Vio-
lence Programs, which oversees the shelter, “Most
women who come here are in relative danger of
being found by their abuser,” said Claire Dunn,
coordinator of the program. “We are able to pro-
vide a safe and supportive environment until they
can get a protective order, which allows them to
go back home.”

ALEXANDRIA GAZETTE PACKET <« FEBRUARY 3-9, 2011 % 25


Gazette5
Highlight


Heroics

“We remember
every day.”

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

he photograph remains

instantly recognizable:

A single fragment of

time captured on Sept.
12, 2001 when firefighters and
military personnel unfurled a flag
atop the Pentagon as a symbol of
resilience and hope for a nation
still paralyzed with disbelief at the
events of the day before.

“You’d think after 10 years, it
would get easier but it doesn’t,”
said Lieutenant Jim Morris, one of
four local firefighters pictured in
what has become a defining im-
age of the terrorist attack on the
Pentagon. “The emotions of that
day are still very difficult to talk
about.”

As Morris joined other Alexan-
dria and Penn-Daw Fire Station 11
personnel in the heroic rescue and
recovery efforts at the Pentagon,
his mind was 225 miles north in
New York City, where his brother
Seth was still unaccounted for in
the rubble of the World Trade Cen-
ter.

See TEN YEARS, PAGE 3
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Lt. Jim Morris and fellow firefighters from Alexandria
and Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Station 11 join
soldiers atop the Pentagon to hang an American flag
during rescue and recovery efforts Sept. 12, 2001.

Out 0of 9/11, a Living Legacy

Steuerle family founded
ACT to help others.

By JEANNE THEISMANN
GAZETTE PACKET

the world eyes were riveted to images of horror
as a stunned nation slowly came to grasp what
had happened: On Sept. 11, 2001, America had been

I t was a single day that changed America. Around

attacked.

“My daughters and I do not try to rank death or

OLOHd ASILINOD

Norma Lang Steuerel was aboard Ameri-
can Airlines Flight 77 when it struck the
Pentagon on Sept. 11, 2001.

other loss,” said Eugene Steuerle, whose wife Norma

was aboard American Airlines Flight 77 when it
struck the Pentagon. “We realize that over the course
of the last 10 years, millions — perhaps even a ma-

attention because of the international and national
aspects of 9/11 but claim as a result no more knowl-
edge or wisdom than others.”

jority — of people have borne the loss of a loved

relative or friend. We have received extraordinary

SEe A LivING LEGACY, PAGE 5
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What's Changed in

10 Years at

Increased
security, funding
affects city.

By MicHAEL LEe PoPE
GAZETTE PACKET

rompted by terrorism and

forged in tragedy,

Alexandria’s response to 9/
11 has hardened the city to attack
and added tens of millions of dol-
lars worth of training and equip-
ment for public-safety officers. The
new era of security has reached
into almost every aspect of the
city’s civic life, influencing every-
thing from planning to policing
and traffic to parks. It’s also cre-
ated a new building known as the
Washington Headquarters Service
that is expected to plunge the re-
gion into gridlock. And it’s delayed
opening of Jones Point Park by
more than a decade.

“In some areas, I'd say there was
an overreaction,” said Vice Mayor
Kerry Donley, who was mayor on
9/11. “We've gotten away from
good, solid planning.”

The most glaring post-9/11 se-
curity change is looming over the
West End, a building where more
than 6,000 Department of Defense
employees will work next year.
The situation was created by the
Base Realignment and Closure
Commission, which issued a 2005
recommendation to move thou-
sands of workers out of Crystal
City because the leased space there
failed to meet post 9/11 security
concerns. In 2008, the city en-
dorsed a site at Mark Center, which
was eventually selected by the
Pentagon because it was signifi-
cantly cheaper than the other op-
tions. Now city officials have tried

fter 9/117

to adapt by adding shuttle service
and creating a new West End park-
ing district, although many neigh-
bors say that’s like spitting in the
wind.

“There’s going to be gridlock
anyway because there was no
transportation plan before BRAC
was developed,” said Lynn
Bostain, a Seminary Valley resi-
dent. “None.”

PERHAPS NO PART of city gov-
ernment experienced as much
growth as the Alexandria’s public-
safety agencies. The police depart-
ment, for example, responded to
9/11 by creating the Office of
Homeland Security and Opera-
tional Preparedness. The office
coordinates information regarding
potential terrorist threats. It also
makes preparations for interna-
tional and domestic terrorism as
well as acting as the point of con-
tact for the National Joint Terror-
ism Task Force.

“We’ve gotten much better about
sharing information with the
feds,” said Deputy Chief Blaine
Corle “It’s a big commitment, but
it’s one of those things you have
to do.”

Because many of the federal
government’s highest profile pros-
ecutions are detained at the Alex-
andria jail awaiting court appear-
ances at the federal courthouse,
the facility received $5 million
worth of upgrades, including a
new security perimeter that in-
cludes a building to screen visitors
before they approach the building.
Since 9/11, suspects that have
spent time at the Alexandria jail
have included Zacarias
Moussaoui, one of the chief con-
spirators who planned the 9/11
attacks.

See How. PAGE G
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WEEK IN ALEXANDRIA

Remembering 9/11

Where were you on 9/11? The question is often asked and an-
swered as a sort of therapy — a way to commemorate the horrors
of the day by recounting the gruesome tick-tock of events that
day.

“It was a scary time,” said Sheriff Dana Lawhorne, who was
detective at the time. “I never though I'd hear a call go out on the
police radio that a hijacked airplane was on its way and the esti-
mated time of arrival was 15 minutes, but that’s what happened.”

As the events of the day unfolded, the police department was
flooded with emergency calls from every part of the city, and of-
ficers were scrambling to track it down. One of the most dra-
matic reports was a bomb explosion at Chinquapin Park Recre-
ation Center, which turned out to be caused by the sonic boom
created by the fighter jets that swept through the region. Detec-
tive Eric Ratliff decided the police needed a commanding view,
so he positioned himself at the top of the Mark Center Hilton so
he could help responders have a more complete picture of what
was happening.

“From that vantage point, he was able to keep everybody calm
by letting them know what wasn’t happening,” said Lawhorne,
who eventually joined Ratliff at the top of the city’s tallest build-
ing. “And if there was an airplane on the way, he was certainly
going to let everybody know about it.”

Widening Controversy

A controversy is widening in the West End, pitting neighbor-
hood residents against advocates for mass transit. At issue is
Beauregard Street, which city planners want to transform into
something they call “Corridor C.” City planners want to widen
the street to accommodate a dedicated lane for transit in the cen-
ter of the road, although many neighbors oppose the idea be-
cause it would cut into the tree canopy along the side of the street.

“A challenge with providing dedicated transit lanes is that they
require additional width to the street, unless existing travel lanes
are removed to accommodate the transitway,” wrote transporta-
tion director Rich Baier in a memorandum outlining the city’s
plans. “As with all implementation measures, the city often must
balance competing objectives, including transit, cost and neigh-
borhood context.”

To accomplish that balance, city officials are recommending a
$48 million plan that would install bus-rapid transit on
Beauregard. The operation would have 8-minute headways at
perk hours and 15-minute headways at off-peak hours. Rider-
ship is estimated at 12,5000 to 17,500 each day. Yet the plan will
face strong opposition in the West End, where residents are grap-
pling with major traffic gridlock as a result of the city’s endorse-
ment of the Mark Center site for a massive Department of De-
fense installation as part of the Base Realignment and Closure
process.

“We residents of the West End can be forgiven for thinking that
we are witnessing a poorly disguised way of opening up six blocks
to benefit developers JBG and Duke Realty,” said Seminary Hill
resident Jack Sullivan. “Recall it was Duke Realty that gave us
BRAC, a major part of the problem.”

The Russians Are Coming!

Five Russian jurists will be in Alexandria next week to examine
the American system of justice as part of the Open World Pro-
gram, a creation of the One World Leadership Center. Stops on
the tour include the courtroom of U.S. District Judge Anthony
Trenga, the Alexandria jail, the Fairfax County Circuit Court,
the George Mason School of Law and Alexandria City Hall, where
the delegation is expected to meet with Mayor Bill Euille and
Vice Mayor Kerry Donley.

Founded in 1999 with a focus on Russia, the Open World Pro-
gram has hosted visitors from Lithuania, Ukraine and Uzbekistan.
Delegates this year include the chief judge of the Moscow re-
gional court, the chief judge of the Moscow city court, a presid-
ing judge of the Moscow regional court and a senior legal coun-
sel. They’ll be in Alexandria from Sept. 10 to Sept. 17.

— MicHAEL LEe PoPE
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Security at the
Albert Bryan U.S.
Courthouse hasn’t
changed much since
the days after 9/11,
when temporary
barriers were
erected at the site.
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How 9/11 Changed Alexandria

FrRoM PACE |

“The entire focus of local law enforcement changed
after 9/11 in much the same way that the crack co-
caine epidemic changed law enforcement in the
1980s,” said Sheriff Dana Lawhorne. “It used to be
that only the fire department had breathing appara-
tuses, but now the SWAT teams are training for
mustard gas attacks.”

ONE PLACE WHERE the attacks of 9/11 have had
a dramatic influence is Jones Point Park, the south-
ernmost tip of the District of Columbia where George
Washington laid the first boundary stone more than
200 years ago. Before 9/11, the park plan placed park-
ing for the park under the Woodrow Wilson Bridge.
But in the heightened security after the attacks, that
plan was spiked as a security threat. A new plan was
written, although the park has yet to be completed.

“I think that was an overreaction,” said Donley.
“But hindsight is always 20/20.”

Ironically, the modified version of the plan includes
parking under the bridge. The parking will be lim-
ited to days when major events are taking place at
the park, and cars will be screened before they are
allowed to enter the area. Yet the level of security
measures the cars must be subjected to in advance
of entering the area are still being debated, and city
officials recently met with federal officials to see if
some kind of resolution could be brokered.

“The meetings were informal,” said Bernard Caton,
Alexandria’s legislative director. “And they were in-
conclusive.”

One thing is clear about how Alexandria has changed
since 9/11 — money has been flowing into the city to
pay for increased security. Aside from increased train-
ing and equipment, federal dollars have paid for ev-
erything from protective suits for every Alexandria
officer to new radios that give instant communication
with regional and federal law-enforcement officials.
Since the election of Barack Obama in 2008, his stimu-
lus program has showered more than $70 million from

the Department of Homeland Security to Alexandria.

“The communications systems have improved sig-
nificantly,” said Sgt. Mike Kochis. “We’ve still got a
way to go, but we’ve come a long way.”

DESPITE THE AMOUNT of money flowing to train-
ing police officers and prosecuting terrorists, one
spending item has been neglected over the last de-
cade. The Albert Bryan Courthouse is still protected
by the temporary concrete barricades that were erected
shortly after 9/11. All over the capital, those tempo-
rary barriers have now been replaced by permanent
bollards — some of which have decorative elements
and federal seals. But Alexandria’s federal courthouse
is still frozen in time, as if the terrorist attacks recently
happened and the federal government isn’t quite sure
how to deal with the new security threats yet.

“All of the parties involved haven’t been able to come
to an agreement yet,” said John Bolen, chief deputy
United States marshal for the Eastern District of Vir-
ginia. “The delay has been getting all the stakeholders
to sign off on the plan, including the federal govern-
ment and the city as well as the private land owner.”

When 9/11 happened, railroad giant Norfolk South-
ern owned the property. Since that time, it’s been
acquired by the global asset management firm known
as the Carlyle Group. Bolen said that he’s hopeful a
plan currently under consideration by the Carlye
Group and the city government will receive support,
although he declined to provide details because he
said he didn’t want to jeopardize negotiations.

“We’re pleased with the plan put forward to the
city and the Carlye Group,” he said.

Meanwhile, on the inside of the courthouse, the
marshals have made another controversial move. Visi-
tors are not allowed to enter the building with a cell
phone, and the marshals do not offer a place to store
the devices while the visitor is in court. One industri-
ous deli across the street responded by offering daily
cell-phone storage for $2.

“It’s very popular,” said Megan Lee, who works at
the Café Gallery Market.

Observing National Day of Service

Northern Virginia Community Col-
lege will be hosting several activities this
week leading up to the 10th anniversary
of Sept.11 and the National Day of Ser-
vice and Remembrance.

On Saturday, Sept. 10, automotive
students and faculty at the Alexandria
Campus will perform vehicle repairs for
low-income members of the community

who have been referred by the Drive to
Employment partner community organi-
zations.

On Sunday, Sept. 11, students, fac-
ulty, staff and community members will
assemble school supply kits for needy
children in partnership with Operation
International Children. These school
supplies will be distributed by U.S.

troops in Iraq, Afghanistan and Haiti.

The 9/11 National Day of Service and
Remembrance is the culmination of a
seven-year effort started by 9/11 family
members and support groups to estab-
lish the service day as a way to honor
the victims and heroes and to rekindle
the spirit of unity and compassion that
followed the attacks.
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