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“76 Trombones Lead
The Big Parade’

Floris UMC presents “The Music Man.”

By BoNNIE HOBBS
CENTRE VIEW

rofessor Harold Hill is

coming to town, and

River City will never be
the same. And Floris United
Methodist Church captures the
magic and merriment in its up-
coming production of “The
Music Man.”

Show times are Thursday-Fri-
day, Aug. 9-10, at 7 p.m., and
Saturday, Aug. 11, at 2 p.m.
Tickets are $15/person at
www.florisumc.org/musicman.
Floris is at 13600 Frying Pan
Road in Oak Hill.

There’s a cast and crew of 65,
with actors ranging from age 7
through adults and coming
from communities including
Centreville, Herndon, Clifton,
Fairfax and Chantilly. The
church’s music director, Yoon
Nam, will direct a 15-piece or-
chestra.

Proceeds go to Connections
for Hope, a community-service
partnership providing health
care, housing assistance, legal
aid and tutoring to low-income,
Fairfax County residents.

“Harold Hill’s a con man who
thinks Iowa’s the best place for
his latest con — selling band
instruments and uniforms to
create a boys’ band,” said Direc-
tor Barbara D. Carpenter. “But
before he can leave town, he falls in love with
Marian, the librarian.”

She said the audience will love the show, too.
“The music’s beautiful and catchy, with hummable
tunes people know,” said Carpenter. “There are
great dances, and 7-and-a-half-year-old Samuel
Elliott, as Winthrop, Marian’s little brother, is ab-
solutely endearing. It’s a terrific love story.”

Ward Ferguson, of Centreville’s London Towne
community, is the church’s contemporary music
director and the show’s vocal director and light-
ing and set designer. He also plays the lead role of
Hill, who he describes as “the slickest of the slick.”

Hill fancies himself a step ahead of everyone
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Members of the boys’ band in “The Music Man” are
(top row, from left) Andrew Bonieskie and Connor
Pinocci; (second row) Joshua Wadhwa and Lucy
Dolcich; (third row) Wyatt Byrd and Daniel Garcia; and
(front) Samuel Elliott.

else and “never wants to get caught flatfooted,”
said Ferguson. “He doesn’t think what he’s doing
is bad. He does bring joy to towns for awhile and
he’s good at it. But he’s attracted to Marian be-
cause she’s so grounded.”

Thrilled with the part, Ferguson said, “I was born
to play this role. I've wanted to ever since I saw
Robert Preston play it in the movie. Hill sings some
great, iconic numbers, like ‘Trouble,” ’76 Trom-
bones’ and ‘Marian the Librarian.” He’s challenged
by Marian and relishes getting into messes as much
as getting out of them.” Ferguson’s favorite song
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They Gather
To Do Good

Social Change group raises money
for variety of charities.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
CENTRE VIEW

hen ordinary

people work to-

gether for a good

cause, extraordi-

nary things can happen. And that’s

been the case so far with a local
group called Social Change.

It’s been around for 16 months

and consists of residents from

Centreville, Chantilly, Clifton,

Oakton and Fairfax. It’s a social
get-together but, instead of dis-
cussing books or playing cards, the
women participating gather
monthly to learn about — and
raise funds for — various charities
and endeavors.

“At a meeting last year, we raised
enough money for 200 pair of
socks for Gypsies in Romania,”
said the group’s founder, Julie

See CHARITIES, PAGE Il

Check One Off
The Bucket List

Local woman to compete in Ironman
World Championship.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
CENTRE VIEW

air Lakes resident BethAnn

Telford has participated in

two [ronman competitions
in Lake Placid, N.Y,, and in several
half-Ironman events. But for her,
being accepted into the upcoming
Ironman World Championship in
Kona, Hawaii, is the top of the
mountain.

“This is the big one,” she said.
“Only 1,800 people can get into
it, and you can’t just fill out an
application — you have to qualify.”

It’s also important to her for an-
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BethAnn Telford

other reason. In 2005, Telford was
diagnosed with a Stage III brain
tumor, and she’s still battling it. So

SEe BUckEeT LisT, PAGE 15



HONESTY

“Which builder is best? ...
. “Is our price too low?”
© “What do we really need to do to prepare our home to sell?”
“What is the best financing for our situation?”
“Can our buyers qualify?”
“Is this quality construction?”

or worst?”

You can count on getting honest answers to these and
any of the hundreds of other questions you may have,
when you buy or sell a home with Spencer.

xumm
CERTIFIED
, DISTRESSED

Experience... the Difference! o

EXPERT®
See Complete School Information & VIRTUAL TOUR at www.seln4u.com

FAIR LAKES
$449,900 Spacious sunlit TH
w/open floor plan backing to trees!
Detached garage+additional
parking. Gleaming hardwood
floors. Eat-In kitchen w/Granite
Counters. MBR w/full luxury bath.
Finished basement with rec room.
Minutes to I-66, Rt. 50 &

GATE POST ESTATES
$474,900 Gorgeous brick-front
home on over 1/2 acre, cul-de-sac lot!
Great, established neighborhood.
Fabulous heated sunroom with
knotty pine walls & ceiling &
beamed ceiling w/skylights. Finished
basement with rec room & full BA
Gleaming hardwood floors. FR
w/floor-to-ceiling brick FP w/wood
stove insert. Eat-in kit. w/granite & / ; :
new appliances. No HOA! shopping. Fantastic location!

FOR RENT IN FAIRFAX CITY $2,500

| COMPLETELY RENOVATED! EVERYTHING
has been updated to include plumbing,
electrical, HVAC, updated kit. granite
counters, new BAs carpet, paint, doors,
lighting & much more! 5 BR, 3 BA.
Main level BR & full BA. Upper level
expanded and includes new carpet,
paint, 2 new full BAs & 4 bedrooms.
Huge backyard with mature trees and
brick patio. Great location. Nestled in

W) of Fairfax
¥ ! City, close
e to Govern-
| ment
ofﬁces

BUY OR SELL WITH ME-
USE THIS TRUCK FOR

CENTRE RIDGE
$524,999 Spacious & Sunlit brick
front home in established neighbor-
hood! Backs to woods. Light,bright
& open. Gracious room sizes.
Family room features FP & flows
into the huge kit. w/42" cabinets.
Breakfast nook w/bay window.
Hardwood floors in Kit. & Foyer.
MBR luxury bath w/sep. shower
and soaking tub. Close to shopping,
schools & community amenities!

Call Spencer Today. . .it will be
the best move you ever make!

DON’T SETTLE FOR LESS THAN THE BEST!

703-266-SALE ° wwwseln4u.com

ﬁARKER & Co.

Long & Foster Realtors

SEL Nau
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God Bless America.

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

REALTOR”

From left are Deputy Fire Chief James Walsh, Al Hussein Ahmed Wanas, Deborah
Shankle, Said Ben Ayed, Ashley Osterday, Zoe Shankle and Capt. Bill Moreland at the
awards ceremony.
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Coming to the Rescue

Residents feted for saving woman from burning home.

By BoNNIE HOBBS
CENTRE VIEW

hen a wheelchair-
bound woman was
rescued recently from

her  burning Centreville
townhouse, an off-duty firefighter
and a bevy of civilians came to her
rescue. For their bravery, they were
honored by the Fairfax County Fire
and Rescue Department with life-
saving awards.

In a July 19 ceremony, Deputy
Fire Chief James Walsh presented
Said Ben Ayed, Al Hussein Ahmed
Wanas, Zoe Shankle, Deborah
Shankle and Ashley Osterday with
certificates written by county Fire
Chief Ronald Mastin, thanking
them for their “heroic actions.”

“It takes a lot of character to do
what you did that day, and it speaks volumes about
you,” said Walsh. “Thank you for showing up and
doing what you did — it helped that lady live an-
other day.”

The incident occurred the afternoon of June 22 in
the Singleton’s Grove community; damage was esti-
mated at $160,000. Investigators said the blaze was
accidental, ignited when a “passerby improperly dis-
carded smoking materials into the mulch” near the
building.

The day before, Ben Ayed, a 13-year county em-
ployee — the last eight with the Stormwater Man-
agement department — received a county Champion
Award for his work on an environmental-service
project. Part of it was a four-hour leave, so he used it
June 22.

He was driving home to Little Rocky Run, when
he pulled over to chat with a friend in his neighbor-
hood.

Then, smelling smoke, he checked it out and dis-
covered it coming from behind a townhouse on

Said Ben Ayed

Hoskins Hollow Circle. He told his
friend to call 911 and he went to-
ward the smoke.

“I wanted to see if anyone was
in there,” said Ben Ayed. “Half the
backyard fence was on fire and the
house was, too. Other people fol-
lowed me, but nobody wanted to
get inside because it wasn’t safe.
So I kicked in the front door and
went inside.”

He saw black smoke, but no
people on the first floor. “Then I
saw another unit on the second
level was already on fire,” he said.
That’s when Wanas, Osterday and
Deborah and Zoe Shankle joined
him in the home.

“The kitchen was on fire and I
saw an elderly woman lying in a
hospital bed, with an I.V. and
tubes, in the living room,” said Ben
Ayed. “She said, ‘Please save my daughter upstairs
— let me die.” Her [grown] daughter was exhausted
from a trip and was sleeping, so I grabbed a vase
and threw it at her door to attract her attention.”

She came out of her room, while Ben Ayed returned
to the woman downstairs and got her into her wheel-
chair. “Deborah helped me get her out of the house,”
he said. “She asked her almost son-in-law, Al Hussein,
who was outside, to help.”

A dog was also in the home, and Osterday saved it
from the fire. Zoe ran through the townhouse to see
if anyone else was there and got the dog’s leash while
checking. Then Fire Capt. Bill Moreland — who’d
also seen the smoke, called 911 and headed to the
site — arrived and assisted the others in rescuing
the elderly woman.

Through it all, Ben Ayed said he didn’t worry about
his own safety. “I was just so grateful to be at the
right place at the right moment,” he said. “Some-
times God gives you strength you don’t know you

SEE FIRE DEPARTMENT, PAGE 4
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Two Arrested
in Shooting

Fairfax County police ar-
rested two brothers Sunday af-
ter a 30-year-old man was shot
in the leg outside the Velocity
Five Sports Restaurant & Bar in
Centreville’s Trinity Centre.
Officers were called to the scene July 29, at 5:50 a.m. Police say
the victim met two women at a Washington, D.C. club and, at
closing time, they all decided to go to a local restaurant.

The three traveled in the man’s 2011 Porsche, but he got lost
and took his passengers to a different location in Centreville.
The women then called Darnell L. Parker, 28, of Delaware, and
Carlton N. Parker, 27, of Washington, D.C., to come get them
and take them home.

When the brothers arrived, the women got inside their car. But
according to police, the Parkers allegedly shot at the Porsche,
striking the victim, before fleeing. He was then treated at a local
hospital for non-life-threatening injuries. Meanwhile, police ap-
prehended the brothers on I-66 and charged them with shooting
at a car.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime solvers at
1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org, text
“TIP187” plus a message to CRIMES/274637 or call police at
703-691-2131.

Woman Shot in Ankle

A 22-year-old woman was shot and a male
friend of hers was arrested, following a shoot-
ing Saturday evening at Hooters in Chantilly.
Fairfax County police responded to the res-
taurant at 14441 Brookfield Tower Drive on
July 28, shortly after 5:30 p.m., for reports of
a shot person. The woman had sustained a
gunshot wound to her ankle.

Police say she was there with friends, when
one of them, Christopher E. Bohn, 36, of
Manassas, reloaded his handgun and accidentally fired, striking
her. She was taken to a local hospital with non-life-threatening
injuries, and police arrested Bohn, charging him with willfully
discharging a firearm in a public place.

Police spokesman Eddy Azcarate said Bohn had just come from
an event where his gun was unloaded, but he reloaded it when
he got to the restaurant. However, Azcarate had no further infor-
mation about Bohn or the victim.

Anyone with information is asked to contact Crime solvers at
1-866-411-TIPS/8477, e-mail www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org, text
“TIP187” plus a message to CRIMES/274637 or call police at
703-691-2131.

Help WFCM Collect Backpacks

Western Fairfax Christian Ministries (WFCM) is collecting back-
packs for students attending 23 elementary, middle and high
schools in Centreville, Chantilly and Clifton. They go to children
whose parents can’t afford to buy them and, this year, the schools
need 1,550 backpacks. WFCM is collecting them through Aug.
17 and is counting on local residents to help meet the huge de-
mand.

Elementary schools have requested midsize backpacks for
grades K-three, and standard 17-inch backpacks for grades four,
five and six. Middle-school students need the 17-inch or larger
backpacks with compartments, and high- school students need
the larger 18-inch backpacks, also with compartments. Backpacks
should be new and without wheels.

They may be dropped off Monday through Friday, 9 a.m.-3
p-m., and Wednesday, 5-8 p.m., at the WFCM food pantry/thrift
store, 13981 Metrotech Drive in Chantilly (near Backyard Grill
and Bar). Backpack donations are tax-deductible, and WFCM will
give receipts to contributors. For more information, contact Bush
at jpush@wfcmva.org.

Carlton
Parker

Darnell
Parker
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From left are Loren Rufino, Jennifer Campbell, Mlchéel Frey, John Cleveland and

Lynne Strobel. Rufino and Strobel are members of the Celebrate Fairfax Board of

Directors.

Cleveland, Campbell Are Honored

Feted as Frey’s
Lord and Lady Fairfax.

By BonNNIE HOBBS
CENTRE VIEW

Board of Supervisors selects two people from

his or her district to honor as exceptional citi-
zens. They're presented at a board meeting and hon-
ored with a dinner prior to the annual Celebrate
Fairfax event.

This time, Supervisor Michael R. Frey (R-Sully)
chose Virginia Run’s John Cleveland and Sully
Station’s Jennifer Campbell, respectively, as Lord and
Lady Fairfax. Both have a long history of

I very year, each member of the Fairfax County

volunteerism, especially with Westfield High.

“For more than 17 years, Jennifer’s given count-
less hours to Fairfax County schools as a dedicated
PTA volunteer,” said Frey. ‘As a member of the Ex-
ecutive Board, she worked on boundary changes,
honors classes and safety issues. As a substitute
teacher, Jennifer learned she had a love for serving
as a mentor, communicator, teacher and advocate.
She also formed a substance-abuse-prevention edu-
cation group, the Westfield Community Coalition.”

She and her husband Ron have two children, Olivia
and Ben. Last year, Jennifer was named Virginia PTA
Secondary Volunteer of the Year. She’s now a tran-
script assistant at Westfield High where, for the past
seven years, she’s “poured her heart and soul into
the school PTSA,” said Frey. ‘Jennifer’s tireless dedi-

SEe SuLLY's LorD, PAGE 4

T'wo Local Volunteers Make a Difference

By BoNNIE HoOBBS
CENTRE VIEW

long history of volunteerism in the local com-
munity. Below, they discuss some of their ac-
complishments and what makes them so giving.

l ohn Cleveland and Jennifer Campell have a

CAMPBELL

Jennifer Campbell first became involved in the PTA
because she wanted to feel part of the community
and make a difference. She then spent 13 of her 16
years in the PTA on the executive boards of her
children’s elementary, middle, and high schools.

She dealt with issues ranging from traffic-light
installation to charter-school challenges, boundary
changes, teen substance abuse, parental prevention
programs and the impact of diminishing honors
classes.

“We also faced challenges that significantly tested
our character,” said Campbell. “There were the 9/
11 attacks, the D.C. sniper, the Sully Police Station
shooting and the Virginia Tech tragedy where two
Westfield High alumni were lost.”

Through all those things, she was a mentor, com-
municator, substitute teacher and advocate at
Westfield. “I thoroughly enjoyed it, and the school’s
motto, ‘Each One, Reach One, Teach One,’ is some-
thing I seek to support in my actions,” she said. “I've
loved each time I can bring a smile to a student’s
face, even for something as simple as recognizing
their name or giving a compliment or encourage-
ment.”

With Campbell’s certification in Substance Abuse
Studies from the University of Connecticut and years
of work in this field, she was a natural fit for the
Westfield Community Coalition for safe and drug-free
youth. She also wrote a monthly column about those
issues in the school’s newspaper for more than five
years.

Campbell helped organize various, informational
programs on substance-abuse prevention for both
parents and teens. And she’s now doing the same
thing with PROTECT, a local grass-roots group of
parents and professionals.

“I've enjoyed surrounding myself with energetic
people who care about the same things I do,” she

SEe HONORED, PAGE 4
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Sully’s Lord and Lady Fairfax

FrROM PACE 3

cation to Sully District schools makes her
an excellent representative for Lady
Fairfax.”

Regarding Cleveland, as president of
Westfield High’s Athletic Booster Club, he’s
been responsible for the $1.5 million Capi-
tal Improvements Campaign that has
funded projects including the artificial-turf
field in the stadium, a comfort station and
a lacrosse wall. The Booster Club also con-
tributed equipment, uniforms and supplies
for various sports programs.

Cleveland works for ExxonMobil and he
and his wife Beth have three daughters,
Megan, Courtney and Kellie. ‘John also
championed the selection and awarding of
more than $75,000 in scholarships to de-
serving WHS athletes,” said Frey. “He’s also
been active with the WHS PTA, Our
Neighbor’s Child, Fairfax Church of Christ
and SYA. John’s remarkable contributions
to the community make him an outstand-
ing Lord Fairfax.”

“I'm surprised and quite honored to be
recognized as Lady Fairfax,” said Campbell.
“T've spent a great deal of my ‘spare’ time
volunteering — not only for the pleasure
of it and meeting other people, but to con-
tribute to the growth of our ever-changing
community. Adult volunteers are key to
helping develop resilient children, regard-
less of what challenges they face. One not
only needs to do what is for the betterment
of their own children, but also for others.
Perhaps when they’re older and able, they’ll
pick up the torch and pass it on.”

Cleveland said he was pleased to be rec-
ognized with Campbell, who he considers
a friend and partner at Westfield. “For them
to honor academics and athletics at
Westfield was special to me,” said Cleve-
land. “We’re happy to share this together. It
reflects all the people that have joined in
our collective vision for Westfield. We’re one
family focused on common goals, and we’re
honored, on behalf of the whole Westfield
family.”

Fire Department Praises Rescuers

FrROM PACE 2

have.”

As for the lifesaving award, he said, “It
felt good to be appreciated.

The reward is that it’s nice for the county
and Fire Department to recognize us to en-

courage other people to get involved and
not stand back when they’re needed.” Origi-
nally from Tunisia, but now an American
citizen, Ben Ayed added, “This award made
me feel proud to be an American and see
how we appreciate people’s actions.”

RouNDUPS

FroM PACE 3

Judy Pedersen at 703-324-8662.

Park Authority to Meet

The Fairfax County Park Authority will meet Wednesday, Aug. 8, at 7:30 p.m., in
the Herrity Building, 12055 Government Center Parkway, Suite 900 in Fairfax. Call

Free Carseat Inspections

Certified technicians from the Sully District Police Station will perform free, child
safety carseat inspections Thursday, Aug. 9, from 5-8:30 p.m., at the station, 4900
Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantilly. No appointment is necessary. But residents should
install the child safety seats themselves so technicians may properly inspect and
adjust them, as needed.

However, because of time constraints, only the first 35 vehicles arriving on each
date will be inspected. That way, inspectors may have enough time to properly
instruct the caregiver on the correct use of the child seat. Call 703-814-7000, ext.
5140, to confirm dates and times.

Meals on Wheels Volunteers

Fairfax County needs Meals on Wheels drivers in Chantilly and group Meals on
Wheels coordinators in both Chantilly and Fairfax. Contact Volunteer Solutions at
703-324-5406, TTY 711, VolunteerSolutions@fairfaxcounty.gov or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dfs/olderadultservices/volunteer-solutions.htm.

WEFCM Seeks Food, Volunteers

Western Fairfax Christian Ministries’ food pantry urgently needs donations of oil
(48 oz. or smaller); flour, sugar and rice (2-5 lb. bags); salad dressing, jelly; pea-
nut butter; spaghetti sauce; Ramen Noodles; canned meats, fruits, vegetables, soup,
and beans; dry pasta and beans; ketchup, mustard; pancake mix and syrup; hot
and cold cereal and coffee; fresh produce from local gardens. Also needed are
laundry detergent, toothpaste, shampoo, toilet paper and baby wipes. Bring all
items to WFCM’s food pantry at 13981 Metrotech Drive (near Backyard Grill and
Bar) in Chantilly. Volunteers also needed, call Annette Bosley at 703-988-9656.
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Cleveland and Michael Frey.

From left are Westfield Principal Tim Thomas, Jennifer Campbell, John
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Honored for Making a Difference

FrROM PACE 3

said. “I marvel at how everything always
seems to come together in the end. Some-
times it just takes a couple of bright ideas,
people willing to put in time and others
coming to agreement.”

All in all, said Campbell, “I have many
people and things to be thankful for. But if
I can make some kid’s or parent’s day even
a smidgen better by what I do, it’s worth it.
And my husband Ron and children have
been incredibly supportive.”

Campbell believes strongly that “you get
back what you give. Parental involvement
helps build stronger communities and give
kids essential ties to their communities. Ron
was a Scoutmaster for a Boy Scout troop
for five years, and seeing both parents so
involved set the bar for our kids. They
learned to work hard, live honestly and get
involved in things that serve others. I am
so proud of that legacy.”

CLEVELAND

When John Cleveland became the Ath-
letic Boosters president, five years ago, he
and Campbell met with Principal Tim Tho-
mas and other administrators to create a
10-year roadmap for the school.

“Our objective is to help all the students
and parents experience Westfield, not just
go there,” said Cleveland. “Enhancing
school spirit and having a high-quality
school with everyone working toward a
common vision is one of our core values.
When any department wins a state cham-
pionship, we all celebrate.”

With input from Westfield Director of Stu-
dent Activities Terri Towle, the Athletic
Boosters established goals dealing with
capital improvements, equipment and
scholarships. Then they brought in the par-
ents and business community to raise the
funds they needed. So when Westfield built
a comfort station, a couple years ago, par-

ents and businesses gave $225,000 in time,
equipment and supplies toward the project’s
$300,000 cost.

Equipment includes uniforms and
coaches’ training. “We provide champion-
ship equipment to build championship
teams, plus the energy to support our kids,”
said Cleveland. “And at our spring sports
banquets over the past 12 years, we’ve given
away over $100,000 in scholarships. We
give an equal number and monetary
amount to both boys and girls.”

He said parents are happy “to be part of
something exciting and high-energy.
Whether our kids win a championship or
not, we want them to know we’re right there
with them.” Cleveland said the school’s now
working on what it wants Westfield to be
in 2020.

He said Supervisor Michael R. Frey (R-
Sully) and Sully School Board representa-
tive Kathy Smith have also given Westfield
great support, whenever it’s needed assis-
tance and guidance. And so have the
schools’ youth partner, CYA, and its busi-
ness partner, The Aerospace Corp., said
Cleveland.

When asked why he volunteers, he re-
plied, “I played sports, myself. And being
part of a team — and enjoying its journey
and success as a team — gives me a lot of
happiness and excitement. Seeing the com-
munity have something to rally around and
contribute to is also important to me. I tell
my kids, as well, to take part in their school,
church, community, etc., and make them
better.”

Stressing that people are more powerful
collectively, Cleveland said it’s important to
maintain the momentum that Westfield’s
established. “So Jennifer and I continue to
recruit good parents into an organization
that continuously reinvents itself,” he said.
“That way, we’ll continue to have the great
school that we do.”
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Public Interest Vs.
Absolute Discretion

Lack of transparency forces
some to consider lawsuits
just to get information.

By MiIcHAEL LEe PoPE
CENTRE VIEW

rook Besha is at his
wit’s end. It’s been
almost four years

since the Fairfax County Po-
lice Department shot and
killed his son. But even to-
day, he still does not have
access to the investigation
conducted by the Arlington
County Police Department.
Like people across Virginia,
Besha has to make a diffi-
cult choice — should he file
a lawsuit just to find out

what hap-

pened to his

“Given son? For now,

he says, the

the answer to

9 that question
County S is no.

“We don’t

record? havee Otl}lle

money or the

inany resources,”

aWyeI’S said Besha,

who had to

were move away

. from North-

heSItaIlt ern Virginia

after the

or death of his

reluctant son because

the emotions
were too raw.
“Given the
county’s
record, many

to pick
up the

Case,” lawyers were

Kk hesitant or re-

— Broo luctant to

Besha, father pick up the
of a teenager case.”

who was killed That means

by Fairfax that Besha

County police ™May never

fficers have access

0 to the docu-

ment that

outlines what happened that
day in December 2008,
when Fairfax Police officials
say his son robbed a bank in
McLean before driving
across the border into Ar-
lington. Unlike court cases,
which are governed by the
rules of discovery, public
availability of documents is
guided by the Virginia Free-
dom of Information Act.

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

One part of that law provides un-
limited discretion for police agen-
cies to shield “documents, memo-
randa, correspondence, case files
or reports, witness statements and
evidence.”

“As a lawyer, if someone doesn’t
show me documents when I ask
for them, I am going to assume
that the reason is that those docu-
ments are damning to their posi-
tion,” said Simon Sandoval-
Moshenberg, an attorney at the
Legal Aid Justice Center. “And as
a community member, I want to
know that my police aren’t going
around shooting people when it’s
not necessary to do so.”

RECENT YEARS have seen a
number of high-profile police-in-
volved shootings, many of which
remain under a cloud of secrecy
as a result of the broad exemption
powers given to police agencies
under the Virginia Freedom of In-
formation Act. One example of a
case in which documents were fi-
nally released to the public is the
case of Salvatore Culosi, the 27-
year-old optometrist who was shot
and killed by Fairfax officers in
January 2006. Those documents
were only released after the Culosi
family filed a wrongful death law-
suit, which eventually led to a $2
million settlement.

“I'm sorry for what happened,”
Fairfax Police Chief David Rohrer
told Culosi’s parents last year on
a cable public access show known
as “Reston Impact.” “I wish I could
go back and undo that.”

But what happens if nobody ever
files a lawsuit? In case after case
in Northern Virginia, that means
that the public may never know if
police engaged in misconduct or
not. From the burglaries and as-
saults to car thefts and murder,
police agencies enjoy broad discre-
tion to prevent public access in all
cases, regardless of whether the
case is open or closed. Police offi-
cials argue that secrecy is an im-
portant part of their work.

“A promise of confidentiality
doesn’t necessarily die with the
death of the victim or the infor-
mant,” said Dana Schrad, execu-
tive director of the Virginia Asso-
ciation of Chiefs of Police. “It’s not
only to protect the integrity of an
investigation but also to protect a

See PusLic, PAGE I3

ORPEN HOUSE

Saturday, August 11
19200 &:m.=2:00 [@-0w-

Register on Discovery
Day and Receive a

*When you register on Discovery Day, 8/11/2012. New families only. Restrictions apply, see
school for details. Enrollment start date must be by September 7, 2012.

INFANT/TODDLER ® PRESCHOOL * PRE-KINDERGARTEN
PrESCHOOL READINESS ENRICHMENT * JR. KINDERGARTEN * MONTESSORI
KINDERGARTEN TECH ¢ BEFORE AND AFTER ScHOOL * SUMMER, SPRING AND WINTER CAMPS

UP THE RIVER... WITH A PADDLE

At Wakefield, we give our students the
tools to navlgate Ilfe's raplds.

WAKEFIELD SCHOOL
4439 OLD TAVERN ROAD
P.O. BOX 107

THE PLAINS, VA 20198

ADMISSIONS ROUND TABLE « TUESDAY, AUGUST 7,9 am
RSVP to www.wakefieldschool.org/openhouse or (540) 253-7600

Now accepting applications for 2012-13 on a rolling basis
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OPINION
Readers Respond on TJ Admissions

“Stop making smart
8th graders feel inferior
because they are

not admitted.”

eaders responded to last week’s edi-

torial, which cited a civil rights

complaint about the apparent lack

of access to gifted and talented pro-
grams and admission to Thomas Jefferson High
School for Science and Technology.

The larger impact of the disparities is evident
in the demographics of the students who qualify
for gifted and talented services at a certain level
in elementary school, which affects more than
12,000 students. By comparison, the incoming
class at Thomas Jefferson is 480 students.

From the complaint:

“Being ‘identified’ as eligible for Level 4 ser-
vices is no easy task for Black or Latino stu-
dents in Fairfax County. Data specifically bro-
ken down for elementary and middle school
was not readily available. However, overall K-
8 data is striking. Among the 12,044 elemen-
tary and middle school students identified last
year as eligible for Level IV GT services by FCPS
last year, substantial racial and ethnic dispari-
ties are evident.”

Hispanic students make up 6.2 percent of
those identified as gifted but 22 percent of stu-
dents overall. Black students make up just 3.8
percent of those identified but nearly 10 per-
cent of students overall.

The complaint was filed by Martina Hone,
former school board member and founder of
the Coalition of the Silence, and Charisse Espy
Glassman, education chair of the Fairfax NAACP

HERE ARE some excerpts from reader com-
ments:

“The [editorial] was incomplete ... as it
failed to address the relatively much larger is-
sue of white students admission to Thomas

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Competitive World

To the Editor:

Interesting opinion piece [“Separate and Unequal?” edi-
torial, Centre View, July 26]. You make an interesting but
invalid leap of logic when you state: “If we don’t believe
that poor students are less talented, then the disparities in

Northern Virginia are truly unfair.”

The founding documents, if you believe in them, state
“all men are created equal.” Any rational being will con-
clude that the founders refer to rights not abilities and tal-
ents. Entrance to TJ is by placement on a competitive ex-
amination. Yes the dreaded word competition. If you want
to get in, hard study alone and wishful thinking will not
get you in. Just because your skin is a certain color doesn’t

guarantee admission.

From the statistics you quote, almost 75 percent are Asian.
Why is that? Because that culture puts great emphasis on
education. Go to any public library and do a race count
there, especially on a weekend. It’s a competitive world.
That needs to be instilled in every student at every age.

William McGrath
Centreville
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EDITORIAL

Jefferson, which your article states as 26 per-
cent of the class of 2016, which is versus a
Fairfax County school system white student
population of about 45 percent.”
— BRAD BREWSTER,
FAIRFAX STATION

“[Poor students are] not innately less tal-
ented, however they don’t reach their full po-
tential ... This should come as no surprise con-
sidering their home environment includes over-
worked parents that have ‘no time’ to
micromanage a student, and no resources to
hire a tutor. The stereotypical Asian ‘Tiger
Mom’ is not just a stereotype, in my experi-
ence ... The persistent encouragement for suc-
cess from such a parent is likely behind the
large Asian representation at TJ. Having tu-
tored a disadvantaged Hispanic student for the
first time last year I noted he had access to
cable TV and both the latest Xbox and
Playstation gaming systems (all the distractions
of a wealthier student) but lacked the encour-
agement from his mother (a single parent
household) to reach academic excellence. This
was an unfortunate combination.”

—DANIEL BRONSON, ARLINGTON

“This is a culture contest pure and simple.
One culture puts study and commitment to
educational goals at the top of life’s responsi-
bilities and diversions. The others, not nearly
so much. Change the cultures if you can.”

— WILLIAM SMITH, FAIRFAX

“There are sufficient talented African Ameri-
cans in the jurisdiction to make up at least 10
percent of TJ, their percentage of the overall
population. And this is true for Latinos and
underrepresented Asians (families from Viet-
nam and the Philippines). But long ago, TJ
decided that racial and ethnic diversity could
not be pursued ... Many want TJ, not because
they are interested in science and math, but
because TJ is a safest way to be admitted to

Scholarship Award Winners

The Fairfax County Alumnae Chapter of Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, Inc. awarded six scholarships in the amount of $10,000
during its 2012 May Week program. From left are:
Ingram (co-chair FCAC Scholarship Committee); Danielle Lowe
(awardee - Hayfield Secondary); Regina Milteer-Rock (president,
FCAC); Domonique Collins (awardee -Herndon High); Ashleigh
Wilson (awardee - Oakton High); Benita Toler (co-chair FCAC
Scholarship Committee); and Gabrielle Tate (awardee - Oakton

Demographics
White Asian Hispanic Black
Fairfax 62.7 17.6 15.6 9.2
County
FCPS 44 20 22 10
TJ 26.2 64.2 2.7 1.4
Gifted and 51.3 32.4 6.2 3.8
Talented

UVA. Make every school in Fairfax County as
incredible as TJ is. Clearly many, such as those
in our area, McLean and Langley, are already
there. Provide access to advanced courses at
George Mason for those who need special ac-
celeration. And stop making smart 8th grad-
ers feel inferior because they are not admit-
ted.”
— EppIE EITCHES, MCLEAN

DEMOGRAPHICS:

Whites make up 62.7 percent of Fairfax
County population, 44 percent of students in
Fairfax County Public Schools, 51.3 percent of
elementary and middle school students who
qualify for specific gifted services in FCPS and
26.2 percent of the incoming class at Thomas
Jefferson.

Asians make up about 18 percent of the over-
all Fairfax County population, 20 percent of
students in Fairfax County Public Schools, 34
percent of elementary and middle school stu-
dents who qualify for higher level gifted ser-
vices in FCPS and 64 percent of the incoming
class at Thomas Jefferson.

Hispanics make up about 16 percent of the
overall Fairfax County population, 22 percent
of students in Fairfax County Public Schools, 6
percent of elementary and middle school stu-
dents who qualify for specific gifted services
in FCPS and 3.8 percent of the incoming class
at Thomas Jefferson.

Blacks make up 9.2 percent of the Fairfax
County population overall, 10 percent of the
students in Fairfax County Public Schools, 3.8
percent of the students who qualify for spe-
cific gifted services in FCPS and 1.4 percent of
the incoming class at Thomas Jefferson.

Rhea

High). Not pictured are: Hanan Awel (awardee - Robert E Lee

High) and Sydney MaHan (awardee — Chantilly High).

CENTREV]EW

SOUTHERN EDITION

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Newspaper of
Centreville
Little Rocky Run
A Connection Newspaper

An independent, locally owned weekly
newspaper delivered
to homes and businesses.
Published by
Local Media Connection LLC

1606 King Street
Alexandria, Virginia 22314

Free digital edition delivered to
your email box. Go to
connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

NEWS DEPARTMENT:
To discuss ideas and concerns,
Call: 703-778-9410
e-mail:
centreview@connectionnewspapers.com

Steven Mauren
Editor, 703-778-9415
smauren@connectionnewspapers.com

Bonnie Hobbs
Community Reporter, 703-778-9438
bhobbs@connectionnewspapers.com

ADVERTISING:
For advertising information
e-mail:
sales@connectionnewspapers.com

Karen Washburn
Display Advertising, 703-778-9422
kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com

Janis Swanson
Display Advertising, 703-778-9423
jswanson@connectionnewspapers.com

Andrea Smith
Classified Advertising, 703-778-9411
asmith@connectionnewspapers.com

Debbie Funk

National Sales

703-778-9444
debfunk@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor & Publisher
Mary Kimm
703-778-9433
mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com
@MaryKimm

Executive Vice President
Jerry Vernon
jvernon@connectionnewspapers.com

Editor in Chief
Steven Mauren
Managing Editor
Kemal Kurspahic
Photography:
Deb Cobb, Louise Krafft,
Craig Sterbutzel
Art/Design:
Laurence Foong, John Heinly
Production Manager:
Jean Card
Geovani Flores

Special Assistant to the Publisher
Jeanne Theismann
703-778-9436
jtheismann@connectionnewspapers.com
@TheismannMedia

CIRCULATION: 703-778-9426
Circulation Manager:
Linda Pecquex
circulation@connectionnewspapers.com

A Connection Newspaper

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



NEWS

Nonprofit Thrift Store Fighting To Grow s

Store donates various
goods to the poor.

By EpisoN Russ
CENTRE VIEW

ender ReGift Thrift, an extension

of the Pender United Methodist

Outreach Center, is trying to in-

crease its presence after a soft
opening earlier this year.

The nonprofit is located at 4447 C
Brookfield Corporate Drive, and is run by
Maryan Weber, who started another non-
profit called Diana’s Books back in 2003,
and graduated from a master’s level certifi-
cate program in nonprofit management at
George Mason University in May 2012.

ReGift Thrift’s goal is to carry on the tra-
dition of the Pender Flea Market by provid-
ing free items to the poor.

Weber said the location got off to a slow
start because there had been no prepara-
tion for advertising, but that word has
spread since she sent an email containing a
newsletter to people on the Pender UMC
and Diana’s Books mailing lists.

The store accepts gently used donations,
including all manner of household items,
such as furniture and appliances; clothing

AD
DITIONS . EXTENSIONS . KITCHENS

COMPLIMENTARY J.ALL APPLIANCES

Ceramic Backsplash
With Complete Kitchen Remodeling

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

and accessories for all ages; office supplies,
tools and sports equipment; and books, CDs,
DVDs and games.

To receive free items, a person must
present a chit from the county, a sponsor-
ing Christian organization, or from Pender
UMC'’s Pastor Kenny Newsome. Both finan-
cial and material donations are tax deduct-
ible.

Distribution is generally done at Pender
UMC’s Outreach Center at 12401 Alder
Woods Drive, but if an item cannot be re-
ceived there, it may have to be picked up at
ReGift Thrift.

ReGift Thrift recently received its sanita-
tion license from the Health Department of
the Commonwealth of Virginia, so all bed-
ding, sofas, stuffed toys and other items
indicated by the government are sanitized
to government standards.

For these standards to be kept, all dona-
tions must be received through the loading
bay behind the store, identifiable because
it is the only loading bay in the center with
three doors.

Weber said that Pender is the only United
Methodist Church with a warehouse bay,
and having run Diana’s Books out of her
home, she is excited for the greater capac-
ity and extra storage options.

“It’s like if you were in Africa and you had
the helicopter,” she said.

Weber said that the warehouse also helps
with the store’s commitment to reuse and
recycling, which comes after its primary
mission of distributing goods to the poor.

Being in an I-5 industrial district, large
trucks are able to deliver storage equipment
such as gaylords, large boxes that rest on
pallets so that they can be transported by
forklifts, which Weber uses to store recy-
cling.

ReGift Thrift recycles aluminum, metal,
paper and wood. Weber was also a propo-
nent of recycling when she ran Diana’s
Books out of her home.

“In 2009, Diana’s Books recycled 42 tons
of books, saving 750 trees from being pro-
cessed for paper,” she said.

Weber said that ReGift Thrift has already
saved nine trees since it opened, and that
their goal is to save thousands of trees in a
single year.

To support its operations, ReGift Thrift
also sells many of the same types of items
it offers to the poor, and is currently having
a summer sale, which features 25 percent
off anything remotely summer-related.

There are also weekly specials for 25 per-
cent off children’s, women’s and men’s
clothing, Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays,
respectively.

Diana’s Books, which offers primarily
secular children’s books, also runs out of

One Name Says It All!
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8630-A Lee Highway - Fairfax
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Design, Build & Remodel

Custom New Homes - We Build On Your Lot!

At Our Cost

With Complete Kitchen Remodeling

Min. $30,000 kitchen project. Present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any other offer. Expires 9/1/12
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Pender ReGift Thrift is located
about a half mile behind the
Chantilly Post Office and recently
received its sanitation license from
the Health Department of the
Commonwealth of Virginia.

LERmEn

4447 C

the ReGift Thrift location after being shut
down by Fairfax County in 2010 for being
too large to operate out of a residential area.
Book sales are also part of the business
model to support store operations.

Customer Yolanda Roberson visits the
store two to three times a week, and said
she has been pleased with the discounts and
items she has received, including a bench
for her yard and a cafe table.

“I'm still on a quest for my Pepsi glass,”
Roberson said.

Weber said that anyone who wants to help
them can do so best by telling a friend.

N PORCHES - WIN

1,000 OFF

Complete Remodeling Project
minimum $20,000
Present coupon at time of estimate. Not valid with any
other offer. Expires 9/1/12
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Floris UMC To Presents ‘The Music Man’

FrROM PACE |
is “Sadder but Wiser Girl” because

“the lyrics and imagery it evokes
are some of the best in musical
theater.”

He said the audience will like
the child actors, plus the adults
who “play their characters’ idio-
syncracies to the hilt. It’s a qual-
ity show and the church’s first
major music production, and
everyone’s come together to give
their time and talent to create it.”

Furthermore, added Carpenter,
“Herndon Middle School loaned
us their band uniforms, and many
of our costumes are on loan from
other theater companies. We're
also creating some. Well-to-do la-
dies wear jackets and long skirts;
others wear housedresses. Men
wear vests and bowties; farmers,
bib overalls; and boys, knickers.
And nearly everyone wears hats.”

Portraying Marian is Ferguson’s
real-life, new bride, Katie, who also
helped choreograph. “Marian’s dif-
ferent from me; she’s very prim
and proper,” said Katie. “But I con-
nect to her because she has a soft
heart. She tends to not be forgiv-
ing, but has a soft spot for anyone
connecting with Winthrop.
Family’s important to her.”

Katie’s enjoying her role be-
cause “Marian has two different
sides, and it’s fun showing how
she changes.” She especially likes the song,
“Til There Was You,” noting, “The Beatles’
version was our first dance at our wedding.”
She’s having fun acting with her husband
because they met while acting together in
Florida. “It’s challenging to separate your
real life from the character,” she said. “But
it also helps in a love story.”

Franklin Glen’s Mike Cash plays Mayor
Shinn. “He’s a relatively successful and nar-
cissistic businessman,” said Cash. “He’s fre-
quently taken in, but astute enough to be
suspicious of Hill. And he’s not pleased that
Hill takes attention away from him, the
mayor, reducing his importance. I can do
cartoon characters or buffoons, and I'd do
nearly anything for a laugh.”

Rehearsing a scene are (back row, from
left) Connor Pinocci, Andrew Bonieski,
Benjamin Potts, Shanelucas Ramsey,
Anthony Bonieski and Lucy Dolcich, and
(front row, from left) Nikki Pope,
Caroline Barnes, Kailee Sibbs, Victoria
Ciavarella and Christine Moon.

Cash likes the same song Katie does
because “it’s the show’s turning point.
There’s a sense of redemption that
Marian will make an honest man of
Harold, and he’s happy about it.” He
said the audience will leave whistling
“76 Trombones” and he praised the tal-
ented cast, especially Ferguson.

“Ward’s an excellent musician and a
seasoned performer and really has the
chops for this part,” said Cash. “This is
the quintessential American musical,
and it’s done really well.”

Glynn Cosker of Oak Hill portrays
Hill’s old friend, Marcellus. “They used
to be con men together, but Marcellus
doesn’t do that, anymore,” said Cosker.

> -

Ward and Katie Ferguson as Harold Hill
and Marian the librarian.

“But now he has to help Hill. He’s a
nice, down-to-earth guy wanting
the best for everybody. I'm enjoy-
ing this role; Ward’s a good friend
of mine so we have good chemistry.
Marcellus frantically runs all over
town, and that’s fun.”

Cosker also sings his favorite
song, “Shipoopi.” It’s the fastest
song he’s ever sung, so it’s challeng-
ing, but he’s enjoying it. Cosker says
the audience “will love the show’s
choreography and nostalgia. The
musical came out in the 1950s, but
it’s set in 1912, so people will get
to see another time.”

Oak Hill’s Marissa Dolcich plays
Marian’s mother, Mrs. Paroo. “She’s
feisty and speaks in an Irish accent,”
said Dolcich. “She’s anxious that
Marian’s 26 and unmarried. She’s
charmed and impressed by Hill and
hopes Marian will come to her
senses and marry him. I love her
humor and aphorisms, and I'm in
this show with my youngest
daughter Lucy.”

Natasha Smith of Herndon por-
trays Alma Hix. “She’s a town
gossip — the one who says what
everybody’s thinking,” said
Smith. “People will come away
feeling like they just visited that
small town. Everyone will want
to take home Sam, who’s ador-
able as Winthrop, and the audi-
ence will know people in real life
who resemble these characters.”

Oak Hill’s Susi Underhill plays
a single parent and is excited to
be in her first musical production.
“The story, music and humor are
so engaging,” she said. “And
people will be impressed by the
actors’ amazing talent.”

Lezlie Mann of Chantilly’s
Walney Oaks plays one of the
town busybodies who know
everybody’s business. Overall,
she said, “We have a great group
of people, but I think Winthrop’s
going to steal the show. And be-
cause we're having fun, the au-
dience will have fun.”
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ire officials say a fire Monday
night at a Fair Oaks townhouse
was accidental, but damage is

estimated at more than $10,000. They
attribute the cause to an unattended grill
on the deck.

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue Depart-
ment units responded to the s