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By Victoria Ross

The Connection

L
ess than six miles from the National Rifle
Association (NRA) headquarters in Fairfax,
more than 100 people gathered on the
Vienna Town Green Saturday, April 13, to

urge Congress to support stricter gun control mea-
sures.

“We need to send a strong message to Congress
that we have not forgotten Newtown. We have not
forgotten Virginia Tech,” said Pat Carol of Franconia,
who attended the rally with her two teenage chil-
dren. “ … It’s time to demand that (legislators) pro-
tect our children, instead of the gun lobby.”

The event was part of a series of rallies this month
co-hosted by Organizing for Action (OFA)—a social
advocacy nonprofit that supports President Barack
Obama—and Mayors Against Illegal Guns, a biparti-
san coalition of 900 mayors co-chaired by New York
City Mayor Michael Bloomberg.

Both groups are calling for stricter gun laws, in-
cluding background checks for all gun sales, gun
safety training for all firearm buyers, and a ban on
military-style assault weapons.

Vienna resident Sue Langley, a community activist
with OFA of Virginia, organized Saturday’s event,
which began at 7 p.m. and ended with a candlelight
vigil to remember the children of Newtown, and the
estimated 32,000 Americans who die in gun-related
deaths every year.

“The Senate will be in its final stages of debate
this week, and by standing together we’ll make sure

they know how many people are behind them in
passing legislation,” Langley said.

THE EVENT included remarks from political lead-
ers, gun control advocates and gun violence survi-
vors.

“Eleven years ago my brother was murdered. He
was 50 years old, and he had a wife and five chil-
dren. He was shot during a robbery,” said McLean
resident Kathleen Murphy, choking back tears.

“This is personal for me, not politics,” said Murphy,
who launched a bid to challenge Del. Barbara
Comstock (R-34) in this November’s House of Del-
egates election. Murphy, a mother of six children,
implored the crowd to keep the pressure on Con-
gress to support measures such as expanded back-
ground checks. “We are going to hold them respon-
sible,” she said.

In an emotional speech Earle Mitchell of Spring-
field, a retired U.S. Navy supply officer, told the crowd
that, as a member of the military, “we were always
looking for foreign enemies. The enemy I’m talking
about is the NRA headquarters on I-66.”

“It’s been only four months since 26 children died
in Newtown, and we’ve had 3,300 gun-related
deaths,” Mitchell said. “I have young grandchildren,
who all live in Virginia. Newtown could happen here.
When will we say ‘enough’?”

The event began with a Franciscan blessing read
by John Horesji of Vienna, coordinator of Social Ac-
tion Linking Together (SALT).

“May God bless you with enough foolishness to
believe that you can make a difference in this world,
so that you can change what others claim cannot be
changed, and do what others claim cannot be done,”
Horesji recited.

“From a faith perspective, Second Amendment
rights need to be balanced with the Second Com

Residents rally in Vienna
to support stricter gun
control measures.

‘We Have Not Forgotten’

McLean resident Kathleen Murphy spoke
about losing her brother 11 years ago to
gun violence. She was one of several
speakers during the April 13 candlelight
vigil in Vienna urging Congress to support
stricter gun control measures.

Sue Langley, a Vienna resident who orga-
nized the April 13 candlelight vigil, com-
forts preschool teacher Raba Letteri, a
Lebanese immigrant who attended the
vigil with her husband Paul and sons
Joseph, 13, and Aaron, 9.

News

See Residents,  Page 10

Viewpoints

What motivated you to attend the
candlelight vigil?
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Jeanne Bierkan of
Vienna

“I came here tonight
because I want stronger
background checks. I have
two boys who grew up here,
and I can’t understand why
we are still arguing about
something that’s just
common sense.”

Bob Hatfield of Vienna
“I’m here to support

legislation that’s before
Congress. We need to bring
Virginia into the 21st
century, and see that it’s
responsible to have sane
gun control measures and
respect for the Second
Amendment. The two are
not mutually exclusive.”

Raba Letteri of Reston
attended the vigil with
her husband Paul and
sons Joseph, 13, (right)
and Aaron, 9 (left).

“I came here from Leba-
non to be safe. I saw the
hatred and violence be-
tween Arabs and Jews. Now
everything I hear on the
news is about a shooting. I
don’t need to wait to lose
one of my children to have
a voice.”

Klara Bilgin of Burke
with son Alex

“I am originally from
Bulgaria. When I travel
abroad, people cannot
believe that there are
32,000 gun deaths every
year in America. They say
‘you don’t have a dictator;
you aren’t controlled by
warlords, how can this
happen?’ We are moving in
an awful direction … we
need to demand [measures]
to reduce gun violence.”
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—Victoria Ross

Herndon Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or herndon@connectionnewspapers.com
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News

Living historian John
McCaskill explains the Civil
War history of the Frying
Pan Meeting House.

Visitors celebrate the unveiling of a historical marker at
the Frying Pan Meeting House Sunday, April 14.

From left, Kala Quintana and Bill Bouie of the Fairfax County Park Authority Board,
Supervisor Cathy Hudgins (D-Hunter Mill), Jack Pitzer, president of the Friends of
Frying Pan Farm Park and Del. Tom Rust (R-86), unveil a new historical marker at the
Frying Pan Meeting House Sunday, April 14.
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Marker Unveiled at Meeting House
Frying Pan Meeting
House has more than 200
years of history.

By Alex McVeigh

The Connection

M
aria Harper of Herndon has been to
Frying Pan Farm Park with her chil-
dren many times, but until Sunday,
April 14, she had never been to the

nearby Frying Pan Spring Meeting House.
“I always remembered it as another random old

building near on Centreville Road, I didn’t realize it
had historical significance,” she said. “The more I
walked around today, the more I learned about the
historical figures that were right here on this spot.”

The meeting house hosted an open house Sunday
to celebrate the unveiling of a new historical marker
on the property. The new marker tells the story of
Civil War events that transpired on the property.

“Since the days of George Washington, the simple
white structure here has been serving the needs of
the community,” said Bill Bouie, Fairfax County Park
Authority board chair. “In 1984, the last trustee of
Frying Pan Baptist Church deeded the building adja-
cent to the cemetery and its original two-acre plot to
the park authority for preservation.”

In the late 1700s the house was used for church
services, burials and prayer meetings. By 1840, the
congregation there consisted of 33 white members

and 29 black members, many of whom are buried
on the property.

During the Civil War it was used as a hospital for
both sides at various times, and several battles took
place nearby.

Richard Crouch, a member of the Frying Pan Farm
Park board, said that in 1861 and 1862, Confeder-
ate soldiers camped in the surrounding woods and
fields. Confederate Gen. J.E.B. Stuart and Col. John
S. Mosby often stopped there before and after raids
and to receive local intelligence.

At least three Confederate soldiers are buried on
the property.

“The church was badly damaged during the fight-
ing, and eventually restored by a congregation, which
took years to complete,” Crouch said.

“This land was granted to a local congregation of
Baptists for the purpose of rebuilding what was in
those days called a meeting house,” said Supervisor
Cathy Hudgins (D-Hunter Mill). “Being dissenters
from the established Anglican church, Baptists were
not allowed to call these sanctuaries churches.”

Civil War artifacts and information about gravesites
were on display during the open house, and re-en-
actor John McCaskill told visitors about the 4th Vir-
ginia Volunteer Cavalry Regiment.

“I think it’s fun to discover a small property on a
road I drive on every day that has these old burial
sites and such a cool history, going back to even be-
fore the Civil War,” said Sam Pushan of Herndon.
“It’s cool that black and white people were able to
worship together in the mid 1800s, when I had al-
ways assumed things were pretty segregated.”

A Second-time Finalist
Floris Elementary sixth grader
qualifies for the Virginia National
Geographic Competition again.

By Ngalula Tshishimbi

The Connection

N
ishanth Anand is calm
and quiet as he talks
about competing in

the 2013 Virginia National Geo-
graphic Bee. Anand is a sixth
grader at Floris Elementary
School and this year’s contest
marked his second time as a fi-
nalist. The competition took
place on Friday, April 5, at
Longwood University. It drew
competitors from all parts of the
state, all hoping to win and be
propelled to the national stage.

Anand arrived at Longwood
University as a finalist after win-
ning a qualifying competition at
his elementary school. A school
must register with National
Geographic for its students to
be eligible. This year was the
fourth year of eligibility for
Floris Elementary. It was also
the second time Anand became
a finalist in the statewide com-
petition. He said he was less
nervous than the year before
but just as excited to be com-
peting again.

While the focus of the bee is
geography, Anand has explored
a variety of subjects inside and
outside of the classroom. Notic-
ing his fascination with science
in first grade, Anand’s mother
found ways to foster his sense
of curiosity. At home Anand’s
parents searched for online
games, puzzles and activities
and tried to provide resources
that were relevant and interest-
ing. “Leave it up to him and he
would play videogames for three
hours like most boys,” says
Anand’s mother. She believes
that it is important for him to
have fun but it is equally impor-
tant that he maintains a balance

Principal Gail Porter and finalist Nishanth Anand
stand in front of the Floris Elementary School en-
trance. This was the second time that Anand qualified
for the Virginia National Geographic Competition.
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Nishanth Anand is a sixth
grader at Floris Elemen-
tary School and says that
for fun he likes to play
Xbox and play basketball
with his friends. He likes
math and science but
says he is interested by
facts in different subjects
as well.
and pursues his other interests.

The school environment has
also been integral to fostering
Anand’s educational pursuits.
Principal Gail Porter said teach-
ers at Floris Elementary are ef-
fective in identifying students’
interests and tailoring their les-
sons and teaching styles appro-
priately. In addition to the in-
classroom experience is the af-
ter-school club participation.
Anand participates in science
and math clubs after school. Last
year a geography club moni-
tored by a parent-volunteer
helped students to get ready for
the school-wide competition.
This year the club did not mate-
rialize; however, educators and
parents alike generally work to-
gether to encourage students’
extracurricular activities.

The Virginia National Geo-
graphic Bee takes place annually
and is a precursor to the national
competition which takes place
May 20-22 in Washington, D.C.
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Eric Hepfinger, 14, of Herndon, received his Eagle
Scout award on Sunday, April 14. He is pictured with
Del. Tom Rust (R-86).

New Eagle Scout Helps LINK
Eric Hepfinger is a 14-year-old member of the Boy Scout Crew

878, a freshman at Herndon High School and now, an Eagle Scout.
Eric, of Herndon, received his Eagle Scout award on Sunday, April
14, at a Court of Honor held in Reston at which Del. Tom Rust
was the keynote speaker. For his Eagle project, Eric organized a
food drive on behalf of the LINK food bank in Herndon.
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Week in Herndon

Virginia Education
Association
Honors Del. Rust

The Virginia Education Associa-
tion recognized Del. Tom Rust (R-
86) as a “Legislative Champion” at
their state conference last week.
He was recognized for supporting
public education during the 2013
General Assembly.  As a champion
of public schools, Rust introduced
a center aisle resolution proclaim-
ing the VEA’s 150th anniversary.

“For the past 150 years, the Vir-
ginia Education Association has
worked tirelessly to give each stu-
dent a high quality public educa-
tion, while encouraging the stu-
dent to realize their full potential
so that they can be successful af-
ter they graduate,” said Rust. “This
is possible because of the out-
standing teachers and staff who
are dedicated to the students.”

During the 2013 General Assem-
bly session, Del. Rust copatroned
bills on allowing school boards to
set their school calendar (HB1467
passed in the House, but failed in
the Senate), requiring school
boards to prohibit bullying in their
policies and procedures (HB1871
will become law on July 1), pro-

viding early intervention in read-
ing and math for underachieving
students (HB2068 will become
law on July 1st),  requiring teacher
personnel records be confidential
(HB1889 will become law on July
1st), and three bills to improve
school safety (HB2343, HB2344,
and HB2345 which will become
law on July 1st).

Herndon Moms
Club Meeting
Focuses on
Photography

The MOMS Club® of Herndon
will host its monthly meeting on
Thursday, April 18, from 10–11:30
a.m. at Trinity Presbyterian
Church (651 Dranesville Road,
Herndon). All Herndon (zip codes
20170 and 20171) stay-at-home
mothers are encouraged to join
and meet other at-home mothers.

Photographer Becky A. Gardner
will offer different ideas on creat-
ing a photo gallery for your home,
finding creative pieces for your
gallery, recent trends in photo pro-
cessing for keepsake gifts and
more. Children are welcome to
attend all MOMS Club events.

Gardner is a natural light pho-
tographer in Northern Virginia,
specializing in family, newborn
and engagement photography. She
specializes in on-location new-
born, family and engagement ses-
sions with a combination of both
a traditional and lifestyle ap-
proach.

For more information or to RSVP
contact Tomoko Azuma, member-
ship VP, at
Herndon_moms_info@yahoo.com.

Del. Rust in
Kidney Walk

On Sunday, April 21, at 2 p.m.,
Del. Tom Rust (R-86) with volun-
teers from the Team Rust walk
team will join hundreds of resi-
dents of the Reston and greater
Herndon area for the 2013 North-
ern Virginia Kidney Walk at Reston
Town Center. The National Kidney
Foundation’s Kidney Walk will
help fund the foundation’s initia-
tives in awareness, prevention and
treatment of kidney disease and
the need for organ donation.

Those interested in volunteering
with the Team Rust walk group
can call Rust’s legislative office at
703-437-9400 or email
trust@tomrust.org.
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News

Herndon High School art teachers (from left) Kathleen Adams, Shannon Mills, Tammy
Morin and Wayne Zink.
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‘Mind Heart Vision’ Exhibit Opens at ArtSpace Herndon

A
t ArtSpace Herndon on Fri-
day, April 12, there was an
artists’ reception for the

current exhibit “Mind, Heart, Vi-
sion.” This exhibit shows 86 pieces
of art made by Herndon High
School senior students enrolled in
school art classes. This is the third
year that the ArtSpace has hosted
this show.

“It is a really stimulating show,”
said ArtSpace Director Dale
McGrath. “We have art of many
mediums on display including pop
art, photography, sculpture and
stop motion animation.”

More than 40 students have
their artwork on display at the
exhibit. Herndon High School art
teachers Kathleen Adams, Shan-
non Mills, Wayne Zink and Tammy
Morin were present at the event.
Both Zink and Morin were found-
ing members of the annual “Mind
Heart Vision” exhibit.

“Every senior is given an oppor-
tunity to submit their work,” said
Morin. “From there we sent the
entry work to the jurors. We then
take their selections and have
them framed and mated. Students
have to mat their own work; they
actually prepare the artwork for
presentation so the gallery can
hang it.”

Wray Sinclair has several pho-
tos taken at Yellowstone National
Park on display. “I started photog-
raphy in middle school … I started
getting more serious about pho-
tography in the past two years and
I have taken classes in high school
with Mr. Zink.”

Herndon High School students
Maggie Middleton and Wray
Sinclair expressed appreciation for
the assistance and guidance of-

Art teacher Tammy Morin outside ArtSpace.

Harlon Reece
Herndon High School artist
Maggie Middleton.

fered by the art teachers at
Herndon High School. “I think we
need to thank the teachers who
helped these young artists,” said
Herndon Foundation for the Cul-
tural Arts President J. Harlon

Reece.
The exhibit will be on display at

ArtSpace Herndon until Sunday,
April 21.

— Ryan Dunn
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WEDNESDAY/APRIL 17
Fairfax County Department of

Transportation Public Meetings
and Ask Fairfax. 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Herndon Town Council Chambers,
765 Lynn St., Herndon. Discuss a
Fairfax Connector proposed bus
service plan that will coincide with
the start of service on the Washington
Metropolitan Area Transit Authority’s
new Silver Line. 703-877-5606 or
www.fairfaxconnector.com.

THURSDAY/APRIL 18
Fairfax County Department of

Transportation Public Meetings
and Ask Fairfax. 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Reston Community Center Lake
Anne, JoAnn Rose Library 1609A

Washington Plaza, Reston. Discuss a
Fairfax Connector proposed bus
service plan that will coincide with
the start of service on the
Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority’s new Silver Line.
703-877-5606 or
www.fairfaxconnector.com.

FRIDAY/APRIL 19
Transportation/Redevelopment

Update and Networking
Breakfast. 7:30 a.m., at Westin
Washington Dulles Airport, 2520
Wasser Terrace, Herndon. Area
execs, government leaders and
commercial brokers hear from real
estate industry leaders about which
companies will develop from Tysons
and Loudoun following

transportation and Metro changes.
$45 for members; $65.
www.restonchamber.org/events/
eventdetails.aspx?EventID=1409.

SATURDAY/APRIL 20
South Lakes Band on the Run 5K

and Fun Run. 8:30 a.m., at South
Lakes High School, 11400 S Lakes
Drive, Reston. Join the first annual
South Lakes Band on the Run for the
benefit of the SLHS band program.
Team and individual registrations are
accepted for the 5K. Fun Run
available for kids under 12, and all
Fun Run participant will earn a
medal. Post- race refreshments
provided. Registration required. $15-
$40.  http://prracing.racebx.com/ or
571-239-6541

Bulletin Board
To have community events listed in the Connection, send to

herndon@connectionnewspapers.com. Deadline is Friday.
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Opinion

M
ore than 181,000 students at-
tend Fairfax County Public
Schools. So why do the 480 stu-
dents who were accepted for

next year’s freshman class at Thomas Jefferson
High School for Science and Technology seem
so important?

Fairfax County Public Schools have a single
elite magnet school, Thomas Jefferson, and TJ
is frequently referred to as the top high school
in the country. Dramatic disparity in the
makeup of admissions at TJ is an indicator of
disparity in early identification of students as
gifted and talented, of access to advanced
classes and enrichment, and in the basic edu-
cation that the Fairfax County Public school
system offers to all of its students.

❖ Fully 25 percent of students in Fairfax
County Public Schools are poor enough to
qualify for subsidized meals. Less than one
percent of the incoming class at TJ is similarly
economically disadvantaged.

❖ White students will make up just 25 per-
cent of the incoming freshman class at Tho-
mas Jefferson High School for Science and
Technology; 43 percent of FCPS students over-
all are white.

❖ Asian students will make up 66 percent of
the incoming freshman class at TJ; 19 percent
of FCPS students overall are Asian.

❖ Hispanic students will make up just 3.1
percent of the incoming freshman class at TJ;
22 percent of FCPS students overall are His-
panic.

❖ Black students will make up just one per-
cent of the incoming freshman class at TJ; 10
percent of FCPS students overall are African
American.

The local chapter of the NAACP and a group
called Coalition of the Silence, led by former
school board member Tina Hone, last year filed
a civil rights complaint with the Justice De-
partment alleging that FCPS is essentially run-
ning “separate-but-unequal” schools systems.

In a statement this month, Hone recently said
there is “stark underrepresentation of Black
and Latino students at the elementary and
middle school level who are identified as eli-
gible to receive instruction at a Gifted and Tal-
ented and/or Advanced Academic Program
center. ... Because so few Black or Latino stu-
dents (or poor students) receive instruction

through these centers and because the instruc-
tion in these centers is so robust, the pipeline
of talented Black, Latino and poor students
who are able to compete successfully for ad-
mission to TJ is choked.”

The underrepresentation of poor students is
in many ways more disturbing than the racial
disparities. While the concept of “value added”
has been controversial in teacher evaluations
(the sample size is too small for that) FCPS
could rightly be evaluated on the value added.

Are its top performing schools really based
on the value that relatively wealthy families
are able to devote to their children’s educa-
tion? Books, computers, tablets and more at
home, enrichment programs and camps, tutors,
and attention from well-educated parents are
the main ingredients to FCPS success.

Perhaps it is best to measure the value added
by FCPS based on the performance of its poor-
est students, the 25 percent who qualify for
subsidized meals, and who bring the smallest
resources from home to the table.

The School Board has named a new super-
intendent, pending some final details. She is
Dr. Karen Garza, currently superintendent of
the Lubbock Independent School District,
which serves approximately 30,000 students
in Lubbock, Texas. Before that she served as
the chief academic officer of the Houston In-
dependent School District, the seventh largest
school district in the country with more than
200,000 students. She faces tremendous op-
portunity here in Northern Virginia.

Value-added Evaluation?
TJ admissions illustrate
growing gap between
“haves” and “have-nots.”

Demographics
FCPS INCOMING

TJ
African American 10.4% 1%
Asian American 19.3% 66%
Hispanic 22.1% 3%
White 43.1% 25%
Subsidized Meals 25% 1%

Letters to the Editor

Thinking of
History in
Real Time
To the Editor,

Letter writer Kiran Hampton
asks if she is “the only one alarmed
by the presence of high schools
named after Confederate leaders?”
[“Alarmed By School Names, Con-
nection, April10-16, 2013]. In re-
sponse, I would say, “Why yes, I
believe she is.”

History cannot nearly be under-
stood in 20/20 hindsight. To un-
derstand that period of our nation’s
history you must examine and ana-
lyze the issues as if you were
present during those times and not
from the perspective of a person liv-
ing a century and a half later. Ob-
scured by today’s political correct-
ness is that the vast majority of
people in the South at the time of
the Civil War did not own slaves.
In 1850, less than 6 percent of
white Southerners owned slaves,
leaving 94 percent who did not. To
presume that some 800,000 young,
white Southerners left their homes,
families, and loved ones to risk
their lives defending the rights of a

It Wasn’t
‘Good Guys Vs.
Bad Guys’
To the Editor:

In a letter regarding local
schools named after Confederate
generals [“Alarmed by School
Names,” Connection, April 10-16,
2013] the author displays an ex-
traordinary lack of understanding
of the complexities of the issues
leading to the War Between the
States as well as a contempt for
the courage and sacrifice of those
who, often reluctantly, believed
that their primary duty was to a
sovereign Virginia rather than to
what they believed had been con-
ceived as a voluntary union of in-
dependent states.

I would ask the author of that
letter two questions. First, should
the US decide to leave the United
Nations, and should the UN Gen-
eral Assembly announce that with-
drawal from that body was not to
be allowed and call upon other
nations to send armies to compel
us to remain as members, would
we be justified in resisting such
compulsion? Second, should we

small, wealthy minority ignores sig-
nificant other issues, such as states’
rights, that had not yet been settled
in our nascent republic.

If Ms. Hampton would like to
participate in a present day history
naming issue, I would call her at-
tention to the Navy’s politically-
motivated decision to name a ship
after the late Congressman John
Murtha. The amphibious transport
dock ship, now being constructed
and scheduled for commissioning
in 2015, will be named after a per-
son known for his very public pre-
trial condemnation of the Marines
involved in the Haditha incident
during the Iraq war, as well as his
own ethical issues while a mem-
ber of Congress. Further, all other
ships of the class are named for
American cities.

As a matter of fact, I would like
to see one of the area’s new
schools named after Lee’s depend-
able corps commander James
Longstreet, because he became a
“reconstructed rebel,” embracing
equal rights for the newly freed
blacks, unification of the nation
and reconstruction.

Chris J. Krisinger
Colonel, USAF (Ret)

also cease to honor Washington,
Jefferson, and all other such rebels
who fought against “their coun-
try?”

The War Between the States was
the most tragic episode in this
nation’s history. It produced ex-
amples of nobility, generosity of
spirit, and almost incredible cour-
age as well as examples of cruelty,
incompetence, opportunism and
pettiness on both sides of the con-
flict. To reduce it to a “good guys
versus bad guys” melodrama is to
trivialize both history and the in-
dividuals who made it.

Randolph Bragg
Alexandria

Write
The Connection welcomes views

on any public issue.
The deadline for all material is

noon Friday. Send to:
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Shop at The Treasure Hound
resale store, where you’ll

find a variety of
beautiful treasures

at great prices.

All proceeds benefit Friends of Homeless Animals,
a no-kill shelter for cats and dogs.

Adopt, Donate, Volunteer…
and Shop!

Tax-deductible
donations are accepted

during store hours.

Your Local Upscale
Resale Store

Entertainment

Send announcements to
herndon@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday for the following
week’s paper. Photos/artwork encour-
aged. For additional listings, visit
www.connectionnewspapers.com.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 17
Taste of Herndon High School and

the World. 6-9 p.m., at ArtSpace
Herndon, 750 Center St., Herndon. A
festival of food featuring tastes from
every continent (except Antarctica
and Australia—as of yet) prepared by
parents with contributions from local
ethnic restaurants; no children. $10.
www.fcps.edu/HerndonHS/.

THURSDAY/APRIL 18
MOMS Club of Herndon. 10-11:30

a.m., at Trinity Presbyterian Church,
651 Dranesville Road, Herndon.
Photographer Becky Gardner
presents ideas for creating a home
photo gallery, recent trends in photo
processing for keepsake gifts and the
like.
Herndon_moms_info@yahoo.com.

Cheaper by the Dozen. 7:30 p.m., at
Herndon High School, 700 Bennet
St., Door No. 6, Herndon. The classic
story of the uber-large nuclear family
and their growing pains. $10.
www.herndondrama.org.

Linda Apple Monson and
Students. 2:15-3:30 p.m., at Center
Stage,  Reston Community Center
Hunters Woods, 2310 Colts Neck
Road, Reston. International Steinway
Artist and Distinguished Service
Professor Linda Apple Monson of
George Mason University’s School of
Music performs align with several of
her piano students; the fifth in a
series of seven free Thursday

afternoon “Meet the Artists” concerts.
703-503-3384 or www.olli.gmu.edu.

Gals Who Give. 4:30-7 p.m., at N’used
Clothing, 286 Sunset Park Drive,
Herndon. Live entertainment,
shopping, socializing and
refreshments celebrating the 15
percent of sales from April 18-20th
and the $200 per home closing
through July that Realtor Ellen
Moyer and store owner Rosemary
Edwards will donate to Reston

Bill Emerson & Sweet Dixie will take the stage on Satur-
day, April 20, at 7:30 p.m. at Holy Cross Lutheran Church.

Banjo Master’s New Band Sweet Dixie
Plays at Holy Cross

The world renowned banjo master, founding member of The Country Gentle-
men and of the Navy’s Country Current band during his 20 years in uniform, just
picked up a new band, Sweet Dixie. Playing traditional bluegrass heavy on the
harmony, with wood and strings, they will take the stage on Saturday, April 20, at
7:30 p.m. at Holy Cross Lutheran Church, 1090 Sterling Road, Herndon. $15; chil-
dren 12-and-under are admitted free of charge. 703-435-8377 or
kd4fue2@verizon.net.

“Foot Prints of Ladies,” by My Phoung Nguyen

Fine Art Photography
Competition Showcases Finalists

The work of 35 finalists in the 2013 Fine Art Photography Competition goes up
in the Fine Art Photography exhibit, opening Tuesday, April 23, and up through
May 26. The 35 were selected from 76 photographers submitting over 200 entries;
juror Barry Schmetter announces winners during the Opening Reception and
Awards Ceremony on Saturday, April 27, from 7 to 9 p.m. at ArtSpace Herndon,
750 Center St., Herndon. www.artspaceherndon.com.

Interfaith. www.nusedfashions.com.
How Familiar the Stranger:

Paintings by Morgan Craig. 6-8
p.m., at the Greater Reston Arts
Center, 12001 Market St., Suite 103,
Reston. An opening reception and
gallery talk for the artist Morgan
Craig, who creates large-scale
paintings of dilapidated and
abandoned interior spaces, often

portraying the ruins of urban
dwellings, factories, asylums and
penitentiaries.

703-471-9242 or http://
www.restonarts.org/Exhibitions/
morgancraig.htm.

The Little Mermaid Jr. 7 p.m., at
Langston Hughes Middle School,
11401 Ridge Heights Road, Reston. A
60-minute musical based on the 2008
Broadway production and the
animated film; the cast and crew of

80 portrays the story of the mermaid
who defied the kingdom beneath the
sea to live on land for three days and
find love. $7.
www.DisneyMusicals.com.

Spring Speaker Series:
Ambassador Kurtzer. 8 p.m., at
Northern Virginia Hebrew
Congregation, 1441 Wiehle Ave.,
Reston. Former ambassador to Egypt
and Israel, an instrumental party in
formulating U.S. policy toward the
Middle East peace process, and
currently a professor at Princeton
University, Kurtzer talks on “Israel
and the Middle East in Transition:
Domestic and Regional Challenges.”
703-435-1226.

FRIDAY/APRIL 19
“Half the Sky.” 7 p.m., at the United

Christian Parish Church, 11508 North
Shore Drive, Reston. This movie
shows the oppression of women in
developing countries of the world
and some of the methods of
alleviating that oppression.
jnorton720@comcast.net.

The Little Mermaid Jr. 7 p.m., at
Langston Hughes Middle School,
11401 Ridge Heights Road, Reston. A
60-minute musical based on the 2008
Broadway production and the
animated film; the cast and crew of
80 portrays the story of the mermaid
who defied the kingdom beneath the
sea to live on land for three days and
find love. $7.
www.DisneyMusicals.com.

Reston Art Adventure. 7-10 p.m. at
GRACE, 12001 Market St., Suite 103,
Reston. Washington, D.C.-based
artist Calder Brannock leads a digital
presentation followed by a guided
walking exploration of Reston Town
Center after which participants
return to GRACE to create art by
transforming everyday objects into
things of beauty; ages 21-plus,
registration required, materials and
refreshments included. $20 for
Reston residents and GRACE
members; $40 for non-residents. 703-
471-9242 or http://
www.culturecapital.com/
event.php?id=23094.

Annual Community Service and
Scholarship Awards Dinner.
7:15 p.m., at Hilton McLean Tysons
Corner, 7920 Jones Branch Drive,
McLean.The theme for this year’s
gala is ”Educate to Innovate for a
Better Tomorrow.” http://
www.nvul.org/.
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

FR
EE

 Fi
ll

Celebrating our
40th Anniversary

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

50-65% Off Pottery
Washington Area’s
Biggest Selection

Bulk Mulch,
Playground Chips

and Compost

RR Ties $19.99
$29.99/cu. yd.

New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

New Shipments
of Annuals

and Perennials!

Tomato Plants
$1.99

Pack of 4

Tomato Plants
$1.99

Pack of 4

Tomato Plants
$1.99

Pack of 4

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walls, Walkways,

Paver Driveways, Landscaping
and So Much More!

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walls, Walkways,

Paver Driveways, Landscaping
and So Much More!

Free Estimates!
Patios, Walls, Walkways,

Paver Driveways, Landscaping
and So Much More!

OPEN HOUSES
SATURDAY/SUNDAY, APRIL 20 & 21

Call Specific Agents to Confirm Dates & Times

When you visit one of these Open Houses, tell the Realtor you saw it in this
Connection Newspaper. For more real estate listings and open houses, visit

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com and click on the “This Week in Real Estate” link.

To add your Realtor represented
Open House to these weekly listings, please call

Karen Pechacek-Washburn at 703-778-9422 or E-Mail
the info to kwashburn@connectionnewspapers.com

All listings due by Monday at 3 P.M.

Centreville
5414 Clubside Ln................$449,000..Sun 1-4.........Suzanne Burch............Century 21..703-328-5606
6028B Machen Rd..............$419,900...Sat 1-4..............Helen Hong......Samson Props..703-850-1607

Chantilly
42344 Astors Beachwood...$800,000..Sun 1-4...........Chris Pezzana..............Weichert ..703-447-1662

Clifton
13100 Twin Lakes Dr.......$1,272,500..Sun 1-4........Marsha & Catie.......Long & Foster..703-618-4397

Fairfax
5102 Walport Ln.................$550,000..Sun 1-4...........Kristi Morgan................RE/MAX..703-909-4462

Fairfax Station
7713 Stoney Creek Ct .........$839,950..Sun 1-4..Kathleen Quintarelli ...............Weichert..703-862-8808
6314 Youngs Branch Dr......$729,900..Sun 1-4...........Diana Khoury.......Long & Foster..703-401-7549

Herndon
12913 Alton Sq......$1,600 per month..Sun 1-4...........Chris Pezzana...............Weichert..703-447-1662

McLean
6641 McLean Dr.................$774,900..Sun 1-4 .............. Ann Romer...............Weichert..703-597-4289

Oakton
10321 Hickory Forest Dr..$1,389,000..Sun 1-4.......Eileen Summers.......Long & Foster..703-759-9190
10500 Samaga Dr...............$998,500..Sun 1-4...........Evelyn Petros ....WC & AN Miller..301-229-4000

Reston
1433 Waterfront Rd.........$1,125,000..Sun 1-4.........Gene Mechling.............Prudential..703-599-8894

Vienna
2078 Hunters Crest Way..$1,695,000..Sun 1-4.........Casey Samson......Samson Props..703-508-2535
115 Follin Ln, SE.................$669,000..Sun 1-4............Mary Kimball....Coldwell Banker..703-938-5600

News

mandment ‘to love thy neigh-
bor as thyself.’ The Second
Commandment also refers to
false idols, and we need to
question our worship of the
Second Amendment,” Horesji
said.

Del. Ken Plum (D-36) and
Purcellville Mayor Bob Lazaro
were the only political leaders
to attend the event. Lazaro is a
member of Mayors Against Il-
legal Guns.

“There’s a Virginia Tech every
week in this country,” Lazaro
said during his remarks to the
crowd. “We have background
checks for everything. It takes
a four-day background check to
adopt a dog. We need to de-
mand criminal background
checks for anyone purchasing a
gun.”

Lazaro cited recent indepen-
dent polls that show more than
90 percent of Americans sup-
port background checks for all
gun buyers. More than 80 per-
cent of gun owners—including
74 percent of National Rifle As-
sociation members—support
requiring criminal background
checks for anyone purchasing a
gun.

Under current federal law,
only licensed firearms dealers
are required to conduct background checks on
potential buyers, according to a report from May-
ors Against Illegal Guns. Around 40 percent of
U.S. gun transfers are conducted by unlicensed
“private sellers” who are not required to conduct
a federal check, and who often do business at gun
shows and on the Internet—indicating that about
6.6 million guns are transferred in the U.S. every
year with no background check for the buyer.

“This ‘private sale loophole’ a people who are
already prohibited from buying guns—including
felons, domestic abusers and the seriously men-
tally ill—to avoid a background check by simply
avoiding licensed dealers,” according to the re-
port.

Lu-Ann McNabb, a Centreville resident who was
instrumental in starting the Angel Fund in
memory of Reema Samaha, one of 32 students killed
during the April 16, 2007 Virginia Tech shooting,
also spoke at the event.

“During Reema’s funeral, her mother said to look
at her hands, because they were unscathed. But I
kissed her forehead, and I could see the exit wound,”
McNabb said. “How can we continue to let our chil-
dren be victims?”

Raba Letteri, a Reston preschool teacher, burst into
tears after the vigil.

“I came here from Lebanon to be safe. I saw the
hatred and violence between Arabs and Jews. Now
everything I hear on the news is about a shooting. I
don’t need to wait to lose one of my children to have

a voice,” Letteri said.

THIS WEEK, the Senate is expected to consider sev-
eral gun legislation amendments, including a break-
through bipartisan agreement proposed by Senators
Joe Manchin (D-W.Va.) and Pat Toomey (R-Pa.) to
expand background checks to online and gun show
sales.

“The American people have made it clear where they
stand,” Langley said. “They want a response to the trag-
edies caused by gun violence.”

For more information on OFA, go to
barackobama.com. For more information on Mayors
Against Illegal Guns, go to mayorsagainstillegalguns.org.

Residents Call for Stricter
Gun Control Measures
From Page 3

“May God bless you with enough
foolishness to believe that you
can make a difference in this
world, so that you can change
what others claim cannot be
changed, and do what others
claim cannot be done.”

— John Horesji, coordinator of Social Action
Linking Together (SALT)

Children hold up a sign—“Remember the Newtown 26” —
at a candlelight vigil in Vienna Saturday, April 13, urging
Congress to support stricter gun control measures.
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COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIPCOMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite I
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II

Sunday school: preschool - grade 2
Music: grades 3 - 7

10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 12
Music 4 years to 2nd grade

11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service

Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service

The Rev. James Papile, Rector
The Rev. Jacqueline Thomson

The Rev. Laura Cochran
703-437-6530

www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston

ST. ANNE’S
EPISCOPAL
CHURCH • Reston

Progressive & Welcoming

To Highlight your
Faith Community,

Call Karen at 703-917-6468
b

bb
b

The Greek Orthodox Parish
of Loudoun County

invites you to celebrate
the Divine Liturgy

with us
Sundays at 9:30 a.m.,

with fellowship
to follow.

www.greekorthodoxloudoun.org
21580 Atlantic Blvd., Unit 160, Building D

Dulles, VA (Route 28 and Nokes Blvd)

bb

With Caring
News

Ferrari Club of America (FCA) member Jim Taylor’s cus-
tomized Ferrari 599 HGTE made an appearance at the
Mid-Atlantic FCA Spring Thaw event on its celebratory
relay around the country, stopping at 50 cities in 50
weeks to mark the club’s 50th anniversary and to raise
money for Ronald McDonald House Charities and the Paul
Newman Double H Hole in the Woods Camp.

Ferraris lined up on Market Street at the Ferrari Club
Mid-Atlantic Region’s annual Reston Town Center Spring
Thaw event.

Ferrari Club Event Mixes Cars With Caring
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More than 80
cars lined Market
Street and filled
the Pavilion.

By Andrea Worker

The Connection

T
he Mid-Atlantic Region of
the Ferrari Club of
America (FCA) held their

annual Spring Thaw gathering at
Clyde’s of Reston Town Center on
Saturday, April 13. The vibrant
colors of all those exotic cars and
the roar of those super-engines
echoing in the valley of Market
Street was exciting enough for any
car enthusiast, but this year the
club provided an added bonus for
the viewing pleasure of the
crowds. They also teamed up with
Ronald McDonald House Charities
of Greater Washington, D.C. to
raise funds for the organization.

More than 80 cars lined Market
Street and filled the Pavilion, but
the crown jewel in this year’s col-
lection was undoubtedly the
Ferrari 599 HGTE generously

sponsored by FCA member Jim
Taylor. The 599, the last one in the
series built for the United States,
was completely customized to com-
memorate the club’s 50th anniver-
sary. As part of the club’s yearlong
anniversary celebration, Taylor’s
car is traveling around the coun-
try. With “50 Cities in 50 Weeks” as
the motto, the car is making a re-
lay run, handed off to clubs in dif-

ferent regions, appearing at car
shows, races, charity events and
even stopping at several Ronald
McDonald Houses along the route
where club activities put smiles on
the faces of a lot of youngsters in
need of a break from the realities
of their illnesses. Throughout the
journey, the club is sponsoring
events to boost awareness and fi-
nancial support for both the global

and regional Ronald McDonald
Houses and Charities, as well as the
Paul Newman Double H Hole in the
Woods Camp, that provides year-
round programs for children with
life-threatening illnesses. The camp
is Taylor’s favorite charity.

There was no shortage of smiles

at this showing—on faces both
young and not-so-young—as the
throngs gathered and folks
snapped countless pictures of
themselves alongside a favorite
model that seemed to immediately
hit the Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram airwaves.

Walk with Us!
5-K Walk to benefit children in foster care
What: 5-K Walk
When: Saturday, May 18,

2013, 8:30 a.m. –
1 p.m. (Registration
from 8 to 8:30 a.m.)

Where: Lake Accotink Park
(rear entrance) 5660
Heming Avenue,
Springfield, VA.

Cost: $30 registration fee
Picnic lunch provided

Steps to Walk – or Support the 5-K Walk
1. Log on to: www.fairfaxyouth.org/events.xml to register
2. Create your own team or join our Fairfax Families4Kids team.
For more information, visit the Web site at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/ncs/fairfaxfamilies4kids.htm or contact
Beverly J. Howard, Fairfax Families4Kids Coordinator,
703-324-7518, TTY 711.
Beverly.Howard@fairfaxcounty.gov

Fairfax County is committed to nondiscrimination on the basis of disability in all
county programs, services and activities. Reasonable accommodations will be
provided upon request. For more information, call 703-324-4600, TTY 711.
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Sports

By Jon Roetman

The Connection

S
enior Joseph Aulisi deliv-
ered a two-run single in the
first inning of the Saturday,

April 13, contest against
Centreville, helping the Langley
baseball team jump out to a 3-0
advantage.

In the third inning, a three-run
double by senior Thomas Dungan
gave the Saxons a 9-3 lead. Later
in the game, senior Bryan Even
smacked a two-run homer over the
left-field fence.

Langley amassed double-digit
runs and hit totals against
Centreville. However, the Saxons
would need more than their bats
to beat the Wildcats.

Centreville defeated Langley
18-13 on April 13 during a battle
of teams ranked in the Northern
Region top 10 at Centreville High
School. The Saxons, ranked No.
8 last week, totaled 11 hits and
scored double-digit runs for the
third time this season, but the No.
9 Wildcats came roaring back
from a six-run deficit to earn the
victory.

Centreville finished with 15 hits,
including seven of the extra-base
variety. Langley pitchers walked

Saxons produce
11 hits, 13 runs in
loss to Wildcats.

Langley’s Hot Bats Not Enough to Beat Centreville

Langley senior Cal Jadacki swings against Centreville on
Saturday, April 13. The Saxons produced 11 hits, includ-
ing one by Jadacki, and 13 runs but came up short
against the Wildcats.

Langley junior Nick Casso had one of the Saxons’ 11 hits
against Centreville on Saturday, April 13.
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T
he rain stopped and the fields
dried in time for the South Lakes
baseball team to take on the
Fairfax Rebels at Fairfax High

School on Friday, April 12. The Seahawks
fell short, 6-2.

The Rebels jumped on top with three runs
in the first inning and picked up another
run in the second inning. The Seahawks
struck with two runs in the fifth inning when
Marty Gryski broke up a no-hitter with a
single, and Zack McIntyre reached on an
error and advanced to second base. Kyle
King hit a long sacrifice fly to score Gryski
from third, which was followed by a sacri-
fice fly by Justin Cosing, which scored
McIntyre.

The Rebels picked up another run in the
bottom of the fifth and again in the sixth
inning to complete the scoring at 6-2.

The top defensive plays were turned in
by Matt Wojciechowski, with two great
catches in the game.

On Tuesday, April 9, South Lakes played
its first game with spring weather as the

Seahawks faced off against Liberty district
foe Stone Bridge in a game on the
opponent’s turf.

The Seahawks’ bats were silent with only
two hits, both delivered by Austin Gibbons,
against the Bulldogs’ Jacob Bukauskas. The
Bulldogs struck with four runs in the sec-
ond inning, one in the fourth inning and two
in the sixth to defeat the Seahawks, 7-0.

The Seahawks’ defensive play of the game
came in the fourth inning when a Bulldogs
batter hit a shot into the gap in right-center
field. Justin Cosing got to the ball and
quickly hit the cutoff, second baseman Jared
Abeleson, who then delivered a great throw
to catcher Jesse True, who applied the tag
to deny an inside-the-park home run.

With the losses, the Seahawks fell to 2-9,
including 1-5 in the Liberty District. South
Lakes faced Marshall on Tuesday, April 16,
after The Connection’s deadline. The
Seahawks will travel to face McLean at 6:30
p.m. on Friday, April 19.

—Kevin Darby

South Lakes Baseball Falls to Fairfax

South Lakes catcher Jared Abelson.
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nine and hit three batters. The
Saxons also struggled defensively,
including misplaying multiple fly
balls.

“We walked [and hit] 12 hitters.
That’s not going to help the cause,”
Langley head coach Kevin Healy
said. “[Centreville] swung the
bats. They came out and they put
some pressure on us and we didn’t
respond very well.”

After Langley built a 9-3 lead,
Centreville responded with five
runs in the fourth and seven runs
in the fifth to take control of the
game.

Even finished 2-for-3 with a
home run and three RBIs, Dungan
went 3-for-3 with three RBIs and

Aulisi had two RBIs, but it wasn’t
enough.

“We’re swinging the bats. We
hung 13 runs,” Healy said. “Defen-
sively, we’ve got to stop people—
that’s the big thing for us. I think

as a team, we’re hitting something
like [.300]. Defensively, we just
haven’t stopped people when we
needed to.”

The loss dropped Langley’s
record to 6-5.

“We’re still 3-2 [in the Liberty
District] and we control our own
destiny in the district,” Healy said.
“… The ones that count for seed-
ing are still the ones we’re focused
on and we’re in pretty good shape
there. [I’m a] little frustrated with
this one but you’ve got to flush and
kind of get past it.”

Langley dropped out of the top
10 this week, but bounced back
with a 6-1 victory against Thomas
Jefferson on Monday, April 15,
improving its record to 7-5 over-
all and 4-2 in the Liberty District.
The Saxons hosted McLean on
Tuesday, April 16, after The
Connection’s deadline.

Langley will travel to face
Marshall at 6:30 p.m. on Friday,
April 19.

“We’re swinging the bats. We hung 13
runs. Defensively, we’ve got to stop
people—that’s the big thing for us. I
think as a team, we’re hitting something
like [.300]. Defensively, we just haven’t
stopped people when we needed to.”

—Langley baseball coach Kevin Healy
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June 22-26 June 28-July 2

Now in its 15th year – in Annapolis, MD at the U.S. Naval Academy

student and an active citizen? They should
think about again why they applied to those
schools originally.”

A school’s atmosphere should not be un-
derestimated, said some counselors.

“Given that our environment often affects
us, for better or worse, is this school a good
fit for my goals and values?” asked Michael
Hude, college counselor at The Heights
School in Potomac, Md. He said that stu-
dents should also ask, “Does it foster an
environment that will facilitate the type of
growth I’d like both to experience [in col-
lege] and take with me for the rest of my
life?”

Hude said that the cost of the school is
an important consideration: “Will I be go-
ing into debt? Does the quality of the edu-
cation and the school’s reputation justify the
expense and debt?”

Meg Mayo, director of college counsel-
ing at Connelly School of the Holy Child in
Potomac, Md., agrees. “I think any type of

scholarship money if awarded should
play into a decision,” she said. “I re-
ally worry about kids coming out of
college loaded down with debt and
not finding work right away.”

Jeweler-Bentz adds the prospective
students should take a look at those
who have graduated from the institu-
tion. “Some schools have amazing
[alumni] networks that can hook
graduates up with job opportunities,”
she said. “It’s also important to look
at statistics on job and graduate school
placement to see how good of a job
particular colleges do with their stu-
dents post-graduation.”

Canfield said that once a student has
selected a school, the next step is to
connect. “Plan for orientation,” he
said. “Learn the process for registra-
tion. Check out the school’s fan page
on Facebook. Some schools host invi-
tation-only closed social media sites.”

Students should also start planning
for life on campus. “What [activities
are] they going to join when they get
to campus? Students who are involved
in campus activities or have a job on
campus that is limited to 10 hours a
week are significantly happier and do
better in their classes than their coun-
terparts who have neither,” said
Canfield.

will the student get lost in a big lecture hall
with 400 other students?”

Michael Carter, Ph.D., director of college
counseling at St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
School in Alexandria, said that fit and bal-
ance also matter. “Does the student mesh
with the school’s programs academically
and extracurricularly? Is there a good blend
academically, socially and extracurricularly
so that the student can have balance?”

One way to answer these questions is to
spend time on campus. “Sit in the cafete-
ria, have lunch and look around at the stu-
dents,” said Jeweler-Bentz. “How do the
students dress and talk? Do they have
piercings, tattoos and nose rings? Does the
school click for you? Does it feel like home?”

Randy Tajan, director of college counsel-
ing at St. Andrew’s Episcopal School in
Potomac, Md., said students should look at
colleges through a new lens, that of admit-
ted student. “What is student life like? What
about access to professors? Can you be a

By Marilyn Campbell

The Connection

M
arta Daniels recalls the day
when her son Will received
his first college acceptance
letter.

“He was thrilled,” she said. “It was a huge
relief to know that he had been accepted
somewhere.”

But elation soon turned to stress when
Will learned that he’d been accepted into
all five schools to which he’d applied. “We
went from being relieved that he would be
going off to college next fall to panicking
over whether or not we would choose the
best school for Will,” said Daniels.

As the May 1 national college decision day
looms, the day students must shell out hefty
deposits to secure their spots at colleges and
universities, students like Daniels are feel-
ing pressure. Most college counselors agree
that it’s important to make sure the school
is a good fit for the student academically,
financially and socially, and local counse-
lors share ideas for making the decision less
daunting.

They urge students to do a thoughtful
assessment of who they are and what they
need to thrive in an academic environment.
“From community college to the ivy leagues,
every school has success stories,” said Mike
Canfield, director for undergraduate admis-
sions at Marymount University in Arling-
ton. “You can be successful at any school if
it is the right one.”

Brie Jeweler-Bentz, Psy.D., a psychologist
at The School Counseling Group, encour-
ages students to ask, “Where to I want to
be geographically? Do I need a large cam-
pus or a school with an urban campus? Will
I go crazy in a small town? Do I want to
paint my face and cheer on my Division I
sports team?” The school’s political and re-
ligious climates matter, she said, as does the
local weather.

She also stressed that a school must be a
good fit both socially academically. “A big
rah-rah school is great, but academically

Local college counselors offer advice on making the right choice.

Countdown to College Decision Day

As the May 1 national college decision day looms, high school seniors
like Jack Phillips and Elizabeth Cornick of St. Stephen’s & St. Agnes
School must decide which colleges they will attend in the fall.
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“From community
college to the ivy
leagues … you can
be successful at any
school if it is the
right one.”
— Mike Canfield, director for
undergraduate admissions at

Marymount University

To honor Mom on Mother’s Day, send us your favorite snapshots of you with your Mom and The Connection
will publish them in our Mother’s Day issue. Be sure to include some information about what’s going on in the
photo, plus your name and phone number and town of residence. To e-mail digital photos, send to:

herndon@connectionnewspapers.com
Or to mail photo prints, send to:

The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection, “Me and My Mom Photo Gallery,” 1606 King St., Alexandria, VA 22314
Photo prints will be returned to you if you include a stamped, self-addressed envelope, but please don’t send us anything irreplaceable.

“Me and My Mom”
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ClassifiedClassified

LAND BARGAIN!
SUNRISE VIEWS

3.4 AC - only $34,900
Open & wooded parcel close to 200 acre 

lake. 90 mins DC Beltway. Public road 
frontage. Ready to build or use. Lowest 

rates ever on EZ Financing.
Call Now 1-800-888-1262

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements26 Antiques

We pay top $ for antique 
furniture and mid-century 

Danish/modern
teak furniture, STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, jewelry 

and costume jewelry,
paintings/art glass/clocks. 

Schefer Antiques @
703-241-0790.

Email:theschefers@cox.net

28 Yard Sales

Community Yard Sale !!!
Woodbrook Court  This Sat. 

4/20  8:00am - 12:00pm

28 Yard Sales

GARAGE SALE
Fri-19TH, Sat-20TH. 8 TO 2, 

Getting ready to move..Alot of 
Stuff. 13420 Melville Ln. 

Chantilly, VA 20151

CLASSIFIED
DEADLINES
Zones 1, 5, 6........................Mon @ noon
Zones 2, 3, 4........................Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT
DEADLINES
Zones 5, 6...........................Tues @ 11:00
Zones 1, 3.............................Tues @ 4:00
Zone 2.................................Wed @ 11:00
Zone 4...................................Wed @ 1:00

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

ZONES
Zone 1: The Reston Connection
   The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection
  The Burke Connection
    The Fairfax Connection
    The Fairfax Station/Clifton/
 Lorton Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet

The Mount Vernon Gazette

Zone 4: Centre View North
 Centre View South
Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
Zone 6: The Arlington Connection

The Vienna/Oakton
Connection

The McLean Connection
The Great Falls

Connection

For a free digital sub-
scription to one or all
of the 15 Connection
Newspapers, go to
www.connectionnews
papers.com/subscribe

Complete digital rep-
lica of the print edition,
including photos and
ads, delivered weekly
to your e-mail box.

Questions? E-mail:
goinggreen@connection
newspapers.com

EmploymentEmployment

Dental Assistant!
FT, M-TH, Friendly Reston office. 

Exp. Preferred. X-ray Certified. 
Team oriented and caring.

Excellent benefits. E-mail your resume 
to frontdesk@marcusdds.com

Recamarera de Hotel
3 meses de experiencia de hoteles 

prefericia. Poder trabajar los fines  de 
semana. La oficina: 2799 Jefferson Davis 

Hwy Arlington, VA 22202
Oficina: 301-267-0996

Porfavor traigan sus documentos de 
Trabajar

SERVERS
EARN UP TO $750 a week!

Not just a Diner anymore: our new Fresh &
Local Menu is bringing in guests & Silver
Diner Reston need to add to our team. We
offer excellent pay, medical/dental insur-
ance, 401K, Meal Discount and promotion
from within. Apply in person at Silver Diner
Reston or on-line at www.silverdiner.jobs

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

BUSINESS OPP

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Advertising Sales
Work part-time in and near

your home office
Enjoy commissions and flexible hours

Great opportunity for outside sales
person to work primarily in and near your
home. Use relationship selling to create and
expand community print and internet
advertising campaigns to local businesses for
Connection Newspapers, Northern
Virginia’s best-read community newspapers
and websites.

Keep productivity high and commuting
low while working close to home. After a
short training period, travel to our Old Town
Alexandria headquarters and production
facility required only once or twice a week
during off-peak traffic hours. Call 703-778-
9431 for details.
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Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed-

Angies List 2011-Super Service Award!
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

ANTONIO LAWN & LANDSCAPING
Spring Cleanup • Lawn Mowing • Edging

Mulching • Planting • Patios
Expert Trimming & Removal • New Beds Made

Outline/Extend Existing Beds
Repairs • New Installations • & Much More

CALL NOW FOR FREE ESTIMATE
571-201-5561

703.919.4456
www.ReynoldsLandscapingOnline.com Licensed / Insured

Free Estimates

•No sub-contractors, or day labors.  •15 Years Designing and Installing
•The Owner is physically on your job site.  •On time and Professional.

INSTALLATION SPECIALIST WET BASEMENT / WET YARD
Water Proofing Foundations

Standing Yard Water
French Drains / Swales
Downspout Extensions

Dry River Beds

Paver & Flagstone
Patios / Walkways
Retaining Walls

Stacked Field Stone
Plants / Trees / Shrubs

LANDSCAPING LANDSCAPING

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

3rd Generation Masonry Company
Family Owned & Operated Since the 1950s

MASONRY SPECIALIST, LLC
For All of Your Masonry Needs

Custom Design, Installation, Repairs & Restoration

Go to www.masonryspecialist.com for ideas, pictures & coupons!
All Work Guaranteed - Licensed & Fully Insured

Class A License #VA2705087240A

BRICK - FIELDSTONE
FLAGSTONE - CONCRETE

703-443-2308

EP Henry & Belgard Pavers
Patios, Walkways, Driveways, Retaining & Decorative Walls

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete

FREE ESTIMATE

LIC. INS AND BONDED

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Falcon Roofing
Roofing & Siding (All Types)

703-975-2375
falconroofinginc.com

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters • Chimney Crowns

Leaks Repaired
No job too small

ROOFING ROOFING

Quality Tree Service & Landscaping
Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured

20 yrs. of experience  -  Free estimates
703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup
Tree removal, topping, & pruning,

shrubbery trimming, mulching, leaf removal,
sodding, hauling, gutter cleaning, retaining

walls, drainage problems, etc.

HAULING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

LANDSCAPING

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Planting • Mulching • Sodding
Patios • Decks • Driveway Sealing,

Asphalt • Retaining Walls
Erosion Control • Drainage Solutions

Junk Removal,
   Tree Work, Roofing

ANGEL’S
LAWN SERVICE

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

703-618-1967
Call Kathleen Hunter

A Woman’s
Touch

Always Perfect Painting
& Plastering,  Int./Ext.
Carpentry, Refinishing

Hardwood Floors

Specializing in Color!

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

PAVING

Joseph Sealcoating

Free
Estimates!

703-494-5443

35 Years
Experience!

PAVING
Specialist

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

Gutters & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

PAINTING

PAINTING Not that there’s anything wrong with that;
in fact, as a four-year, stage IV, non-small-cell
lung cancer survivor, it’s amazing to have
any security, false or otherwise, whatsoever.
And that’s the point, really: how amazingly
fortunate yours truly is to still be writing col-
umns, if you know what I mean? Moreover,
being relatively asymptomatic (as I’ve mostly
been) is all it’s cracked up to be, and I say
that with utmost respect, sincerity and
appreciation. Yet, unless this particular survi-
vor is delusional, incredibly naive (my two
main self-preservation/defense mechanisms)
or a lucky aberration beyond any statistical
reference (within my limited knowledge of
such references), one day – sooner rather
than later, the other shoe will most likely
drop; and you do know what I mean, don’t
you?

A few weeks back, I published a column
entitled, “Definition of Slippery Slope,”
which discussed the range and depth of
emotions a cancer patient/survivor (let’s be
honest: this cancer patient/survivor) feels
waiting to hear back from the oncologist
concerning the results of his most recent
diagnostic scan (“CT” for me), the results of
which will determine your most immediate
future (I’d say between living and dying, but
that sounds so dramatic). I readily admit
though, I can now absolutely appreciate the
anxiety many woman feel awaiting the
results of their mammogram. Been there,
and thankfully, still doing that.

One of my standard answers to queries
about my overall health is: “I’m fine until
they tell me otherwise;” this column’s true
context and another place I can go – figura-
tively speaking (sort of like “Strawberry
Fields” and “A Glass Onion”) to endure the
ongoing stresses and pressures of being a ter-
minal cancer patient who has so far outlived
his oncologist’s original prognosis: “13
months to two years.” Even though living
remains the best reward (I did not say
revenge), it also exerts the greatest sense of
inevitability, if certain statistical measures/
references are to be considered (nor did I
say, believed).

Not that I want to buy into that “sense of
inevitability,” but cancer is likely not most
persons’ favorite word, and presumably one
of their least favorite diagnoses – for a rea-
son. Though more and more cancer patients
are living longer (see graph referenced in a
previous column entitled “14.8 Percent” cit-
ing a National Cancer Institute SEER Cancer
Statistics Review, 1975-2009), you’d just as
soon not take your chances with a malig-
nancy. But sometimes, maybe oftentimes for
all I know (and I know very little), diseases/
diagnoses really are just a function of chance
(nature vs. nurture?) and perhaps so too is
surviving beyond the mean (and I don’t
“mean” unpleasant, either) number of years
or months “prognosed” at one’s original date
of diagnosis (rationalizing is another one of
my tools).

I guess what I’m looking for is a guaran-
tee, or at least a fair warning before – you
know what (and I’m assuming you know
“what” is) But I don’t suppose that’s realistic,
so trying to enjoy the good days and not
worry/anticipate the bad days ahead is my
M.O.; which I imagine is somewhere
between a wish and hope. And in between
of course is “a false sense of security,” the
bane of my existence.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

A False Sense
of Security
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News

Kite Class at Frying Pan Farm Park
The weather was perfect on Saturday, April 6, for Frying Pan Farm Park’s annual kite class. Participants made two types of kites and

got to play with some huge soap bubbles during the packed workshop. The weather was a little brisk, but breezy enough to give the
families enrolled in the class some air time.

—Deb Cobb

You can see the concentration on Reston resident
Cayley’s face as she decorates the kite she will as-
semble and fly during the Saturday, April 6, kite-
making class at Frying Pan Farm Park.

The weather was perfect on April 6 for Frying Pan
Farm Park’s annual kite class. Though temperatures
were a little brisk, it was breezy enough to give the
families enrolled in the kite class some air-time. Ellie,
from Reston, is thrilled to get her kite off the ground.

Gigantic bubbles were also part of the April 6 kite class
at Frying Pan Farm Park. Ashburn resident Bhavya takes
a moment before she chases and pops the bubble.

Monster bubbles delight the crowd at the Saturday,
April 6, kite class held at Frying Pan Farm Park.
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Claire de la Paz performs
Kitri’s Variation from Don
Quixote, Act One, during An
Evening with Classical Ballet
Theatre—Classical and Con-
temporary, held at the Reston
Community Center in Febru-
ary 2013. Claire will be per-
forming the same variation in
New York.
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Classical Ballet
Theatre Student
performs in interna-
tional dance finals.

Performing
In New York

C
laire de la Paz, a Classical
Ballet Theatre (CBT) student
and Herndon resident, has

earned one of the highest honors in
the dance world—an invitation to
compete in the Youth America Grand
Prix (YAGP) 2013 New York City Fi-
nals. Earlier this year, Claire wowed
judges with her grace and technique
when she performed classical ballet
and contemporary variations in the
YAGP Philadelphia Regional Semi-fi-
nals, where she secured placement in
the top three in the Pre-Competitive
Age Division. In New York last Friday,
April 12, she competed against the
best 9- to 11-year-old dancers in the
world.

Competition is not new to Claire, a
hardworking and unusually focused
11-year-old adopted from Nanping,
China. Last year, she and two fellow
CBT students made the trip to the
New York City Finals in the ensemble
division. Claire also is an excellent
student in Clearview Elementary’s
Advanced Academics program, and
she relishes playing the piano and
flute, singing and reading. She also
enjoys expressing herself through
crafts and participating in the annual
PTA Reflections program, in which she
once earned third place in the coun-
try for performing her original dance
choreography.

For more information about CBT,
visit http://www.cbtnva.org.


