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C
onstruction is a dirty business. During
the redevelopment of the current
Robinson Terminal South site, 15,000
cubic yards of dirt will have to be

brought to the site to raise it above flood level, and
then 55,000 cubic yards will have to be removed to
facilitate construction of an underground parking ga-
rage. It has to be transported to and from the Water-
front construction site along a haul route determined
by the city.

A rift has formed on the waterfront between local
residents and civic associations who are in favor of
barging materials to and from the development sites
against local residents and the developers who are
as dedicated to trucking materials away from the site.
At a March 17 meeting in City Hall of the Ad Hoc

Monitoring Group for the Waterfront Construction,
a third party contractor was brought in to give a pre-
sentation on the costs and benefits of both proposed
methods.

“I’d like to think there are opportunities to work
this out,” said Mayor William Euille at the meeting,
“but it’s not going to happen without a little give
and take.”

The city hired AECOM, a technical and manage-
ment support company, to analyze the costs and ben-
efits of the trucking and barging options. In general,
barging is considered less disruptive to the surround-
ing community than trucking, but is also the more
expensive option. EYA estimated that trucking would
cost approximately $3.2 million, while barging would
cost $4.8 million. Mike Baker, an environmental spe-
cialist for AECOM, noted that $3.2 million was lower
than their estimate of the cost but wasn’t outside the
conceivable price range. The EYA estimated that
trucking would cost $23.64 per cupid yard, while
barging would cost $30.5. The AECOM estimate put
the range of the costs for trucking between $27 and
$31. Baker attributed this discrepancy more likely
to differences in where dirt could be retrieved or dis

Aerial photograph of the waterfront with the pier and marina highlighted.

Schematics for the potential barging design.

Barging In On the Waterfront
Contractor gives residents,
developers assessment of
haul route options.
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A
lexandria’s unaccredited
Jefferson-Houston el-
ementary and middle

school is expanding its Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) program
to the full school in hopes of re-
forming the
school’s image.
Jefferson-Hous-
ton will be the
first and only
school in the
A l e x a n d r i a
school system
to have a full In-
ternational Bac-
calaureate pro-
gram.

The program
is part of the Al-
exandria City
Public Schools’ (ACPS) long-run-
ning struggle to turn around the
image for the troubled school.
Since 1999, when a redistricting

plan dramatically increased the
number of students from lower-
income homes, the school has
been in an academic dive that cul-
minated in 2013 with the school
losing accreditation, the state
threatening to intervene and take
over the school, and eventually the
school building being demolished

and rebuilt. The
rebuilt school
opened in 2014
but test scores
were lower than
ever.

The accredita-
tion benchmark
is a 70 percent
pass rate in
math, history,
and science with
75 percent pass
rate for English.
Last year, the

school tested at a 46 percent pass
rate in math, a 51 percent pass
rating in history, a 36 percent pass

By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

W
hile developments at
one Carr hotel prop-
erty in Alexandria re-

mains stalled due to an impend-
ing decision by Virginia’s Supreme
Court, another Carr property
opened across town.

On Feb. 26, the Virginia Su-
preme Court heard oral arguments
in an appeal by three Alexandria
residents, April Burke, Beth
Gibney, and Marie Kux, that chal-
lenge the denial of an appeal to
Alexandria’s Board of Zoning Ap-
peals. The original appeal by the
three residents concerned a zon-
ing change that would increase
building height limits on the wa-
terfront and allow for the con-
struction of a series of hotels.

Roy Shannon, an attorney rep-
resenting the three residents, ar-
gued that local citizens were
stonewalled out of the appeal pro

IB to the Rescue?
Jefferson-Houston to expand Inter-
national Baccalaureate program.

“There is the
anticipation of this
being a great
school. Things are
changing. It’s good,
but it’s difficult.”

— Shanelle Gayden, parent

Developing in the City
One hotel
property opens,
another remains
stalled.
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News

Jefferson-Houston To Expand IB Program
From Page 1

See School To Expand,  Page 8

One Hotel Property Opens, Another Remains Stalled
From Page 1

cess. According to Shannon, when the
Board of Zoning Appeals didn’t grant the
citizens a hearing on a substantive issue, it
violated a right given to the citizens of Al-
exandria by the Virginia General Assembly.
Shannon also alleged that a misinterpreta-
tion of the appeal, treating it as a text
amendment rather than a map amendment,
kept the appeal from receiving the
supermajority vote and notice requirements
it was required to receive. If the appeal had
been processed as a map amendment, it
would have received additional advertising
in Old Town, which in turn could have gar-
nered support for the issue from the local
community.

But John Wilburn, an attorney represent-
ing the City of Alexandria, the Board of
Zoning Appeals, and Faroll Hamer, former
director of Planning and Zoning, said that
the appellants lacked justifiable grievance.
In terms of advertising the appeal, Wilburn
acknowledged that while there could have

been a theoretical aggrieved party, “the
court has maintained that grievances can’t
be based on a speculative or theoretical
basis.” Wilburn argued that the three resi-
dents were clearly informed of the appeal,
meaning none of them were directly ag-
grieved, so any grievance filed is on behalf
of a theoretical third party.

“There’s error on this issue,” said Wilburn,
“but it’s a harmless error. These appellants
have suffered no injury of any type.”

Austin Flajser, president of Carr Hospital-
ity, confirmed at a March 17 meeting of the
Ad Hoc monitoring Group for Waterfront
Construction that the development of Carr
Hospitality’s Hotel Indigo on the waterfront
was ready to proceed depending on the re-
sults of the challenge in the Virginia Su-
preme Court. The decision is expected to
be released in the spring or early summer.

While Hotel Indigo’s development is
stalled, the Hilton Garden Inn, owned by
Carr Hospitality, held its grand opening at
1620 Prince Street on Monday, March 16.
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The Virginia Department of Education report card for Jefferson-Houston Elementary.

Jefferson-Houston Elementary and
Middle School.
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Alexandria Gazette Editor Steven Mauren

703-778-9415 or gazette@connectionnewspapers.com

rating for science, and a 47 percent
pass rate for English.

In May, 2014, the School Board
accepted a letter of authorization
conferring IB Primary Years
Programme status for some of the
classes, but in the 2015-2016 school
years, the school administration
hopes to expand that program to
include the rest of the school.

Kermit Burks, an IB coordinator
for ACPS, described the program as
more rigorous than the usual cur-
riculum. IB starts with an assess-
ment and focuses on building aca-
demic skills and organization.

The school’s new principal, Chris-
topher Phillips, previously worked as prin-
cipal and vice-principal as various schools
in Suffolk, Va., before taking the reins at
Jefferson-Houston at the beginning of the
2014-2015 school year. Phillips said he be-
lieves the IB program will help move the
school away from a test-focused curriculum.

“[International Baccalaureate] will give
us a more interdisciplinary approach,” said
Phillips. “Everything is connected in this
instructional approach; it makes kids glo-
bal-minded thinkers. We don’t want them
just to be good test takers.”

Having too many good test takers doesn’t
seem to be a current problem for Jefferson-
Houston. 2014 was the first year in the new
$45 million re-built Jefferson-Houston and
was meant as a fresh start, but the fall
school numbers haven’t reflected any sort
of recovery yet. According to a report-card
issued by the Department of Education for
the 2014-2015 school year, test scores in
every category except English fell dramati-
cally. But those accreditation numbers are
built on test scores from the 2013-2014
school year, and Phillips is hopeful.

Currently, Phillips plans to have pre-Kin-

dergarten through eighth grade start the
2015-2016 school year as an International
Baccalaureate program. The goal for IB’s
first year is for 70 percent of students to
complete the IB program. IB requires stu-
dents to have at least 50 hours of class time
in eight subject areas. Phillips said that some
students may require remedial classes in
certain subjects that might keep them from
attaining IB status.

According to Burks, ACPS experienced
significant hurdles in its plans to bring In-
ternational Baccalaureate programs to Al-
exandria schools. The initial plan was to
bring the program to all three middle
schools, but the principal changes at the
other schools and abrupt resignation of
Superintendent Morton Sherman in 2013
forced ACPS to abandon those plans. The
plan was scaled down to only Jefferson-
Houston, which facing the recent loss of
accreditation, was identified as the school
in most dire need of academic revitaliza-
tion. Phillips hopes the IB program will be
enough to begin bringing students back into
Jefferson-Houston.

Phillips said the IB classes will have a ca-
pacity limit, and in the first few years of
Jefferson-Houston’s recovery he said the
priority should be on ensuring that the
school doesn’t go over its capacity. Phillips
said in a few years, he’s expecting there to
be a wait list for the program.

Having a waiting list also isn’t one of
Jefferson-Houston’s immediate problems.
The school has a maximum capacity of 800
students and currently has a student popu-
lation of 444. By 2024, that number is ex-
pected to rise slightly to 572 students. The

school currently has 11 eighth
grade students. While Alexandria’s
two other middle schools approach
an overcrowding crisis, Jefferson-
Houston’s continual failure to
achieve accreditation has meant
the school continues to struggle to
put students in its seats.

Parents at Jefferson-Houston re-
main optimistic. Shanelle Gayden
is a parent of a sixth and a first
grader at the school with another
child at Minnie Howard who gradu-
ated from Jefferson Huston. She is
also leads the school’s Parent
Teacher Association.

“Jefferson Houston had a history
of negativity,” said Gayden. “If you

track the record, we’ve been hit for testing
and having a large amount of free or re-
duced lunch students. It’s been a challenge
to understand the dynamics of the stu-
dents.”

But like Phillips, Gayden said she’s confi-
dent this year is the start of a turn-around
for the school.

“We have a group of community mem-
bers and parents and staff gearing forward
to moving together,” said Gayden. “There
is the anticipation of this being a great
school. Things are changing. It’s good, but
it’s difficult.”

Gayden said she was excited to see the IB
program’s planned expansion into the
younger years.

“All the kids in the school take a foreign
language class,” said Gayden. “That’s an
advantage, to have students taking Span-
ish. IB offers cultural diversity and knowl-
edge.”

Amy Liu has two daughters at Jefferson-
Houston, one in first grade and the other
in second. Liu says the IB program hasn’t
been implemented enough yet to start judg

At the Hilton Gar-
den Inn’s opening:

From left are Jim
Brinkman, CFO

Clark Enterprises;
Mayor William

Euille; Oliver Carr,
president and CEO
of Carr Properties;

and Rich
Lingenfelter, direc-

tor of Brand Perfor-
mance Support for
Hilton Worldwide.

The 87,855 square-foot property operates
109 rooms. The site once housed the Alex-
andria Floral Company, which closed in
2006. The opening ceremony for the hotel
was attended by Mayor William Euille, who
also took a moment to reflect on the
property’s history.

“This is going to help enhance the qual-
ity of life here in Alexandria,” said Euille.

“I remember when this corner was a florist.
The interior decorations of this building
keep that floral theme moving forward.”

While Euille admitted that he didn’t know
if that was by accident or design, Oliver
Carr, president and CEO of Carr Properties,
answered that “nothing is an accident.”

“We love Alexandria,” said Carr, “and
we’re not going anywhere.”
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Interested in a Career in Real Estate? Pre-licensing courses are available soon. Call Managing Broker, Mark Ackermann, at 703-851-8100 for further information.

Old Town
$795,000

413 Green St.
Delightful 3 BR, 3 BA
circa 1940 end town
home with terraced
brick patio garden.
Short walk to shops
& fine dining.
Handsome
renovations, wood
floors, Marvin
windows, fireplace.

Diann Hicks Carlson
703-628-2440

NEW LISTING Alexandria/
Alexandria House

$535,000
400 Madison St.
#1810. Must see this
renovated, delightful,
sunny 1 BR, 1.5 BA with
many upgrades. All
rooms open to balcony
overlooking Potomac
River and Old Town
Alexandria. Dramatic
sunrises & sunsets, 24/7
concierge, roof pool,
much more. Steps to
Metro and King St.
Assigned garage parking
and extra storage.
Location! Location!

Lib Willey
703-362-7206

JUST LISTED

OPEN SUNDAY 1–4OPEN SUNDAY 3/22

Old Town
$1,125,000

214 Franklin St.
Unique blend of
traditional and
contemporary with
fabulous upper level
deck, ideal for
entertaining. Three
fireplaces, solarium
and spacious main
level family room.
Diann Hicks Carlson

703-628-2440

Alexandria
$442,000

51 Fendall Ave.
Remodeled end unit
townhome backing to
wooded park-like open
area. Less than 2 miles
from Metro and Old
Town Alexandria. City
& Dash bus 1 block.
Express to Pentagon.
Bike or Dash to patent
office. 3 Levels, deck,
fireplace & much more.

Mary Smith
703-626-9207

Alexandria $825,000
7816 Ridgecrest Dr. Time to plan spring activities from your remodeled home off the George
Washington Parkway & bike path where you are minutes from Old Town Alexandria. 4 bedrooms
& 3 full baths, plus a 2-level sunroom addition, ensure family and guests have their own space.
Host gatherings around a renovated kitchen island or on the 2-level deck complete with hot tub.
A half-acre lot situated on a cul-de-sac on a dead end street provide a quiet retreat at the end
of the day. 2-car garage to protect your vehicles year-round. Call today for a private tour.
Greg Koons 703-209-7678, Joni Koons 703-209-7277

Alexandria $679,900
1109 Dalebrook Dr. A home that has been nurtured inside and out and is ready for you to
make your own. Longtime owners have added a sunroom and remodeled the kitchen & 3 full
baths. No matter what your family size is, these 5 levels, from the stand-up attic to a lower
level family room, equate to space for entertaining, storage & relaxing. Start your day with
morning coffee on a patio next to the pond. There’s a garden for fresh veggies, and a shed to
store bikes for the G.W. bike path close by. Walk to Waynewood Elementary School.
Greg Koons 703-209-7678, Joni Koons 703-209-7277

Alexandria $589,900
2341 N Early St. Cul-de-Sac located remodeled home. 4th
bedroom with separate level entrance, bath and French doors
from living room to patio. 3 bedrooms on main with 1.5 baths and
very large sunroom. Eat-in kitchen and large brick fireplace in
living room, 2 patios, arbor and private yard. An amazing single
family home.

Mary Smith 703-626-9207

Alexandria $485,000
4013 Cool Brooke Way. Contemporary open floor plan, 3 BR, 2.5 BA
family home located on a quiet street that ends in cul-de-sac. New
roof, new A/C, new tiles in kitchen & bathrooms, open floor plan,
plenty of sunlight, separate dining room, family room, vaulted ceilings,
home warranty, newer washer & dryer, fireplace, huge freshly painted
deck, fabulous sunroom, garage, freshly painted, hardwood floors
refinished. Elvira Jakovac 571-405-8058

Alexandria/Parkfairfax $319,000
1933 N Quaker Lane. This sun-filled Madison end unit boasts
what’s great in Parkfairfax. The ready-to-move-in two bedroom, one
bath home features gleaming parquet floors, updated vinyl windows,
renovated kitchen with custom cabinetry, designer fixtures, stainless
steel appliances, granite countertops, and bedroom level washer/
dryer. Tons of community amenities. Mins to Shirlington, Old Town
and I-395. Jennifir Birtwhistle 703-835-1256

Alexandria $289,900
5904 Terrapin Pl. #102. Darling 2 BR, 1 BA, single
level living with a VIEW! Crown moldings, wainscotting,
new light fixtures, FP. Built-ins in 2nd BR. Granite &
SS appliances PLUS added cabinets for more storage.
Newer W/D. NEW WINDOWS. HUGE MBR.

Julie Hall 703-786-3634

NEW LISTING

JUST LISTED WAYNEWOOD COMMUNITY AWAITS YOU

UNDER CONTRACT

Alexandria $385,000
5904 Mount Eagle Drive #214. You will love this 2 BR, 2 BA +
den “vacation home” nestled on 35 landscaped and wooded
acres. Totally private, enclosed balcony w/lots of natural light &
treed view. Spacious kitchen. Freshly painted and new upgraded
carpet. Garage space; 24/7 security; resort-like amenities, shuttle
bus, indoor & outdoor pools; café. Reserve fund over $6M.
Cynthia Baggett 703-593-1418, Leslie Rodriguez 703-400-3010

OPEN SUNDAY 1–4

Christine Garner 703-587-4855

Del Ray $1,049,000
106 E. Alexandria Ave. Beautifully updated 5 Bedroom, 3
bath home with approximately 3,500 sq. ft. of living space and
a 2-car garage. Great location just blocks from the Braddock
Rd. METRO, shops and restaurants on “The Avenue.” Gracious
room sizes, spacious eat-in kitchen, 4 upper and 1 main level
Bedrooms.
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By Jeanne Theismann
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V
al Hawkins, credited with luring
the National Science Foundation
Headquarters away from its long-
time home in Ballston, stepped

down effective March 15 as president and
CEO of the Alexandria Economic Develop-
ment Partnership.

Stephanie Landrum, the organization’s
chief operating officer, replaces Hawkins in
an acting capacity.

“It was time to leave on a high note,”
Hawkins said in his first week of retirement.
“We did a lot of good things with the part-
nership. We built one of most effective eco-
nomic agencies in region. But it was time
to turn things over to Stephanie, who has
been my invaluable partner in all these ef-
forts.”

Hawkins, 73, joined the organization in
2009. A resident of Alexandria for 37 years,
he led AEDP’s efforts to market the city to
prospective businesses, including locating
potential commercial real estate opportu-
nities and negotiating tax and other finan-
cial incentives.

“Val’s retirement came at the perfect time
for him,” Landrum said. “He wants to spend
more time with his grandchildren and paint
more. But he is also on the board of
Carpenter’s Shelter and the Art League and

is chairing the Business Philanthropy Sum-
mit. His charitable efforts are a full time
job so I know he’ll be staying busy.”

In addition to the NSF relocation to a 19-
story office complex at Hoffman Town Cen-
ter, Hawkins was the architect of the AEDP’s
Capitol Post initiative, which provides
mentoring, training and business connec-
tions to veterans transitioning from active

duty.
“This is an exciting time for AEDP,”

Landrum said. “We have had great momen-
tum under Val’s leadership along with some
huge wins – the National Science Founda-
tion, the opening of Capitol Post. We want
to keep up that momentum and find new,
exciting projects.”

Landrum has been with the organization

for 10 years.
“There is a lot of interest and apprecia-

tion today for what economic development
can do for a city,” Landrum said. “With the
opening of Capitol Post, we are expanding
our focus to start-ups and technology. These
are new areas for us that came about un-
der Val’s leadership.”

Along with his charitable endeavors,
Hawkins plans to stay heavily involved in
AEDP and the Capitol Post.

“I love this city and I am not going any-
where,” Hawkins said. “What a special, spe-
cial community this is. It’s one of the finest
jurisdictions in the country to promote and
we took a lot of pride in what we doing as a
team.”

Hawkins stressed his support of Landrum
as his successor.

 “I am excited about the future for Alex-
andria,” Hawkins said. “And with Stephanie
at the helm, I know I am leaving the orga-
nization and the city in good hands.”

Landrum named acting CEO.Hawkins Steps Down From AEDP

Photos by Jeanne Theismann/Gazette Packet

Val Hawkins, a Vietnam veteran and artist, hopes to spend more time
with his grandchildren in retirement.

Stephanie
Landrum has
been named

acting CEO of
AEDP.
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T
he Rev. Charles C. McCoart Jr. (Chuck) tosses
a dog treat to Brock, his 120-pound German
shepherd, takes a final gulp of diet soda and

slips the Lenten purple stoll over his white robe. This
is the Second Sunday of Lent and the Family Service
at Emmanuel Episcopal Church on Russell Road
where McCoart has been since June 2013. He has

welcomed 55 new families into the
church since then. He says today there
will be a children’s message where he
will compare a climbing wall that has
handholds and footholds to what it is

like following God — ascending higher — sometimes
it’s scary, sometimes it’s tiring or exciting but it’s
worth it in the end.

McCoart said, “I believe the example of Jesus
speaking in parables is a healthy model. My job is to
find the modern day parable. I’m a storyteller,” he
said.

The organist begins Adagio in G Minor as parish-
ioners filter in and find their places. Small faces
sprinkle the pews. McCoart opens the service with
The Decalogue which he said, “I’ve never done be-
fore. It highlights the Ten Commandments.” He ex-
plains that he is still learning things since he has
recently transitioned over to the Episcopal Church
from the Roman Catholic Church where he spent the
first 50 years of his life. “This just feels like the the-
ology where I’m supposed to be, welcoming and di-
verse, more like me — things like the ordination of
women, marriage of clergy and welcoming the gay
and lesbian community.”

McCoart moves to the pulpit and looks out at the
congregation as if he is talking to each person indi-
vidually. A parishioner comments that you feel like
you are sitting in his living room and he is talking
directly to you. “Everyone knows,” he said, “about
going through life and you feel like you just can’t
hang onto the rope. Life is peppered with challenges
but just hold on and the reward will blow your mind.”

Children line up in the front of the church and a
ukulele leads tiny voices in “Lord I want to be a Chris-
tian in-a my heart” punctuated by red and blue bells
wielded by several determined ringers. They move
into Communion as rows of parishioners proceed

down the center aisle to the front rail where they
kneel side by side to receive the sacraments. McCoart
invites all who seek God and who are drawn to Christ
to participate in the Holy Communion, his blue eyes
connecting with each communicant as he offers the
symbolic wafer and wine.

As the service draws to a close the benediction is
“Go in Peace … to the pancake breakfast downstairs”
(twice postponed from Shrove Tuesday due to bad
weather).

When he came to Emmanuel, McCoart says he had
to pace himself for the marathon, not the sprint and
also learn to say no: “I try to envision how to use my
skills and gifts. But this isn’t just up to me. We’re
growing together as a community welcoming every-
one into the process of ministry, to be more and more
the people God is calling us to be.”

McCoart sais that he is the eldest son of a large
Irish Catholic family, and God called him when he
was 17. “It was the inaudible voice of God speaking
to my heart saying ‘this is what I want you to do
Chuck.’ It took a while for me to find my way be-
cause it was pretty overwhelming.”

McCoart attended seminary from 1986-90 and held
various positions in the Catholic church. He came to
Emmanuel after serving for eight years as pastor of
Good Shepherd Roman Catholic Church on Mount
Vernon.

As McCoart explains his faith, he says from the

The Rev. Chuck McCoart
dons the white robe, will
add the purple Lenten scarf
and tie on his belt, then
head to the sanctuary for
the Family Service at
Emmanuel Episcopal
Church on Russell Road.

The Rev. Chuck McCoart
reminds his congregation
that holding on is worth
the end result that will
“blow your mind.”

The Rev. Chuck McCoart
offers the sacrament of
water and wine symboliz-
ing the body and blood of
Christ at Communion
during the service at
Emmanuel Episcopal
Church on the second
Sunday of Lent.

‘Have To Choose To Believe’
McCoart and Brock
minister at Emmanuel
Episcopal.

The Rev. Chuck McCoart’s 120-pound
German Shepherd, Brock, accompanies
him to church and waits patiently in the
office for McCoart’s return after the
Sunday service.

People

At Work
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See No Place,  Page 20

By Jeanne Theismann

Gazette Packet

W
hen Susan Turner
Carroll, the recently
named CEO of

Inova Alexandria Hospital, says
she is from Alexandria, she
means it.

“We can trace our family back
to the late 1700s,” said Carroll,
who previously served as the
vice president of the Inova Can-
cer Institute and the Inova
Translational Medicine Insti-
tute. “My brothers, sisters, great
aunts and uncles in their 90s —
so many are still
here. It really is a
great commu-
nity.”

Carroll took
over as CEO in
January, return-
ing to lead the
hospital she was
born in 40 years
ago.

“I’ve been very
privileged to be
able to move up
the ranks in one
health care sys-
tem,” Carroll said. “Inova is a
wonderful organization and has
been very supportive of me.”

Carroll, who holds a masters
in health management and a
masters of business administra-
tion, is a strong advocate in can-

cer prevention and outreach
and plans to continue those ef-
forts in Alexandria.

“The big piece for me is look-
ing at ways to redesign the hos-
pital along strong service
lines,” Carroll said. “We need
to develop around what I be-
lieve are the three strongest
needs: cardiac health, stroke
and neurosciences and oncol-
ogy.”

Carroll has been in
healthcare management for 18
years and with Inova since
1998. She was on the execu-
tive management team at Inova
Fairfax also held the position of
chief operating officer at Inova
Loudoun Hospital. In Alexan-
dria, she replaced Christine
Candio, who now leads St.
Luke’s Hospital in Chesterfield,
Mo.

“Christine called me as soon
as she knew she
was leaving to
let me know she
thought I would
be a good fit to
replace her,”
Carroll said of
her predecessor.
“She has always
been one of my
mentors.”

In addition to
building on the
already strong
women’s pro-
grams, Carroll

hopes to shape the hospital and
health systems around its pa-
tients.

“I want us to become a health
care system that provides all
stages of care, from prevention,

Susan Carroll, right, was named CEO of Inova Alex-
andria Hospital in early January. Shown with her
husband Matt and sons Turner, 11, and Cooper, 7,
Carroll now leads the hospital where she was born.

No Place Like Home
Carroll takes
the helm at
Inova
Alexandria.
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“Inova
Alexandria is a
very special
place. I plan to
be here a very
long time.”

— Inova Alexandria
CEO Susan Carroll

See Choose to Believe,  Page 20
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At the request of the Special Commissioner, & by Order of
The Circuit Court of Fairfax County, Virginia, the following
described real estate will be offered to the highest bidder
at PUBLIC AUCTION...

Auctioneers: Dan Pegelow #667
& Buddy Updike, CAI #83

Special Commissioners:
Taxing Authority Consulting Services, PC
P.O. Box 31800, Henrico, VA 23294
(804) 545-2377

Visit Our Website for Full Details!
www.AtAuction.Biz • 540-899-1776

Special Commissioner’s Public Sale of Fairfax
County & Fairfax City Tax Delinquent Real Estate…

AT AUCTION!
Tuesday, March 31, 2015 @ 11 A.M.

#651

Parcel 2 (Mohammed N. Shirazi, et al.): 10503 West Drive
#D, Fairfax; Fairfax Professional Village Condos.

Tax Map #: 57-4-20-4C

Parcel 3 (Mohammed N. Shirazi, et al.): 4242 Chain
Bridge Road #C, Fairfax; Fairfax Professional Village

Condos. Tax Map #: 57-4-20-6C

Parcel 4 (Mohammed N. Shirazi, et al.): 4242 Chain
Bridge Road #D, Fairfax; Fairfax Professional Village

Condos. Tax Map #: 57-4-20-7D

Parcel 5 (John Samuel Jackson, et al.): 6313 Old Dominion
Drive, McLean; Chesterbrook; 0.438+/- Acre.

Tax Map #: 0313-01-0070

at the Fairfax County Circuit Courthouse Entrance
4110 Chain Bridge Road, Fairfax VA 22030

Parcel 1 (Molly L. Schwartz, et al.): 5900 Grayson Street,
Springfield; 0.217+/- Acre, Improved.

Tax Map #: 0803-02240001

Parcel 1Parcel 1

Parcel 5Parcel 5

News

School To Expand IB Program
From Page 3

ing its merits, but said Jefferson-Houston already
has a positive history with encouraging students to
understand diversity.

“Last year, the parents and staff put together ‘In-
ternational Day’ to celebrate the IB designation,” said
Liu. “The girls learned about different countries, their
food, and the flags that are a symbol of the nations’
heritage. They enjoyed that and still talk about that
today.” Cindy Martinez, president of the Alexandria
PTA Council, said the new principal and the new
school building have made a positive effect local
parents and students.

“Jefferson-Houston is an all new option for stu-
dents,” said Martinez. “There’s a great energy there
now.”

Martinez stressed that the school needed the sup-
port of other parents in the district, but Gayden said
she understands the initial reluctance of other par-
ents to send their students to an unaccredited school.

“If you weren’t [at the school] to see the change
and the ground work, it’s hard to put your children
in there,” said Gayden. “For me, I had to do a lot of
leg work and speak with the school staff. I did a lot

of one-on-one interactions before I felt confident. I
received a breakdown of how [the school] worked.
We had a smaller number of kids; my son was one of
10 middle school students, where he would have been
in a class of 25 other students at George Washington
or Hammond Middle School.”

While Gayden’s confident in the school’s future, she
said the school’s past test scores have made other
parents wary of the school’s promises.

“Biggest challenge will have to be getting every-
one on the same page with this transition and
change,” said Gayden. “Once the people in the com-
munity get comfortable with this change, we can
move forward. We’re hoping this is the last big change,
because we can’t afford another big hiccup.”

A consultant from the IB program is scheduled to
visit the school April 13-14 to advise the administra-
tion of any necessary changes. Over the summer,
Jefferson-Houston will submit an application for au-
thorization from the IB program while teachers and
administrators undergo additional training. At the
beginning of the 2015-2016 school year, if the appli-
cation is approved, a representative from IB will visit
the school to confirm its status.

Body Found
A young man was found dead in the 2800 block

of Park Center Drive.
The 17-year-old male was found discovered at 7:45

a.m. on March 13 in a back corner of a local apart-
ment complex. According to a police report, his in-

juries were consistent with a fall from the building
and no other trauma was identified. At T.C. Williams
High School, school officials said additional counsel-
ing would be offered to students. Alexandria Police
requested that anyone with additional information
about the incident contact Sergeant Michael Kochis
at 703-746-6285.

Police Brief

Fiction/Non-Fiction
Literature
Cookbooks

Nature
Home/Gardening
Philosophy

Art • History
Travel
Science

PLUS: Beautiful & memorable children’s books, puzzles, games

Special Sale: Rare art and prized personal
possessions from estates of local collectors

Thurs., March 26, 1-5 P.M.
Fri. & Sat., March 27 & 28, 10 A.M.–3 P.M.

Mount Vernon Unitarian Church
1909 Windmill Lane, Alexandria, VA 22307 • Dirs.: www.mvuc.org

Huge Book and Art SaleHuge Book and Art SaleHuge Book and Art Sale
Treasures of donated estate art and
high-value books at bargain prices

lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find
the way. 2. not appreciated
or understood. 3. no longer

owned or known

Adopt
Donate

Volunteer
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We are a full-service veterinary hospital focused
on high-quality medicine, surgery, and dentistry.
We are located in the heart of Shirlington Village,
across the stream from Shirlington Dog Park.
Open 7 days a week!

Dana Carr, DVM • Adrienne Hergen, DVM

703-570-6600
2770 S. Arlington Mill Drive, Arlington, VA 22206
Mon-Fri 8 am-7 pm • Sat 8 am-2 pm • Sun 10 am-2 pm

shirlingtonanimalhospital.com
Follow us on Facebook.

NOW OPEN!
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T
he first meeting of the Fairfax
County Ad Hoc Police Practices
Review Commission will take
place next Monday, March 23, and

it comes with hope for real change.
Police could take one step that would signal

that they are serious about regaining
public trust.

Police departments in Northern Vir-
ginia should let go of their relentless
pursuit of secrecy. Police departments all over
the country routinely allow access to police
reports, incident reports, dashboard video and
many other sources of information without
harm, all things that police here refuse to al-
low the public to see.

The first paragraph of Virginia Freedom of
Information Act, passed by the General Assem-
bly in 1968, states that all public records “shall
be presumed open.” But the legislation includes
an exception that allows police to withhold

“complaints, memoranda, correspondence,
case files or reports, witness statements and
evidence.”

Police officials in Fairfax (and also in Arling-
ton and Alexandria) have adopted what they
call a “blanket” approach to using their exemp-
tion. That means they have decided to with-
hold any document they can without any analy-
sis of whether they should, whether the case
is open or closed, whether they are about a
“police-involved shooting” or information re-
quested by a family about a homicide victim.

It is only because of legal action by the fam-
ily of John Geer, shot dead by a Fairfax
County police officer in the doorway
to his own home in August 2013, and
the resulting court order that we know

details of what happened that day. And what
we now know confirms that the information
released by police was incomplete and mislead-
ing at best.

We’ve learned that we cannot trust the lead-
ership at the Fairfax County Police Department
to tell the truth voluntarily on these matters.
(See Editorial: “Not the First or Only Time,”
Connection, Feb. 11, 2015.)

Repeating what we have said in this space
many times: Police wield power unlike any

other entity — the power to detain and ques-
tion, the power to arrest, the power to respond
with force when necessary, sometimes deadly
force.

With that power, comes responsibility — the
responsibility to operate openly and with trans-
parency, the responsibility to make available
the greatest possible amount of information,
especially the responsibility to provide the
public with a full picture of what happened
when something goes wrong.

Most Northern Virginia residents think very
highly of their police. We are very safe here.
People understand that sometimes mistakes
happen, that sometimes force is needed, and
that sometimes police will exercise deadly
force. What they are unlikely to accept is se-
crecy that shrouds mistakes, and failure to take
responsibility for explaining events of deadly
force.

It’s clear that discretion about when to with-
hold information cannot be left up to the po-
lice department.
—Mary Kimm, Editor and Publisher

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Mary Kimm is a member of the Ad Hoc Police Prac-
tices Review Commission; news coverage of police issues
will continue to be the responsibility of reporters at the
Connection.

On Police Information and Secrecy
Time for change in
public access to
police information.

Editorial

See Letters,  Page 12
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United We Win,
Divided We Fail
To the Editor:

William Goff hit a homerun in my eyes when
he pointed out in his letter that we are losing
neighborhood battles one by one because we’re
only seeing these issues through local eyes
rather than being proud of and caring for all
of Alexandria. Bill Euille ran on a “One Alex-
andria” mantra, but since then it’s been any-
thing but one Alexandria.

We all passed Civics 101 in school, yet we’re
only remembering that at the national and
state level. Having a ward system would only
exacerbate this divided attitude. Only when we
unite to question developments are we able to

evoke policy that benefits all. When Washing-
ton Street was eyed as another K Street, a criti-
cal mass led by Ed Braswell gathered energy
and forced Washington Street Standards,
which protects this august street in keeping
with our agreement with the National Park Ser-
vice. Similar occurrences include the Connec-
tor issue and adding another entrance to the
parkway just north of Alexandria. United we
succeeded!

When the BRAC issue arose, citizens from
all over Alexandria should have been outraged
and not just those in the affected neighbor-
hoods. Alexandria belongs to all of us. All of
us should be outraged at our lousy school per-
formance and should be clamoring from the
rooftops for results. Waterfront development.
Another huge issue but apparently only those

who live close by really care. Everyone should
care that we seem to be emulating National
Harbor and continuing on the current march
to change our Colonial heritage to the “Every
City in America” look. Instead, everyone who
lives in Alexandria should be proud of our his-
toric heritage and the beauty of our waterfront
that is being turned over to commercial inter-
ests.

Until and unless we see the city as “our” city
and care enough for each of its diverse neigh-
borhoods, politicians and developers will con-
tinue to take advantage of us. With an elec-
tion this fall, it is imperative that we choose
candidates who will commit to preserving ev-
ery neighborhood and ensuring our schools are
measured by outcomes and not new, fancy
buildings.

My hat goes off to Mr. Goff and to others
like Jack Sullivan, Katy Cannady and Poul
Hertel who care about all of Alexandria and
whose actions demonstrate that caring. And
to remember those before us who did as well:
Mayor Beatley, Vola Lawson, Ed Braswell and
Ellen Pickering.

Linda Couture
Alexandria

Thank You,
Mr. McLean
To the Editor:

The following letter is addressed to Alexandria resident
Scott McLean.

I just wanted to thank you for your efforts in
helping force the City of Alexandria to repeal
the law that made it illegal to display a “For
Sale” sign on a vehicle. This is long overdue
but unfortunately comes too late for me. Sev-
eral years ago I also received a ticket for sim-
ply trying to sell my car. I wrote a letter to the
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Opinion

By Alexandra Fuentes

E
arlier this month, I was one of a
group of teachers who met with
senators on the Hill to weigh-in on

the reauthorization of No Child Left Behind
also known as the Elementary and Second-
ary Education Act (ESEA). The day before,
I was in my high school classroom prepar-
ing my students for a lab and teaching them
the words for comparing and contrasting
cells, a necessary instructional move since
all of my biology students are also learning
English as a second language.

It is not every day that teachers have the
opportunity to talk with leading
senators and Senate staff working
on a key piece of education legis-
lation. I planned to seize the op-
portunity to explain how changes to Title I
funding would hurt my students, and how
assessment data can benefit students, es-
pecially when states ensure that tests are
high quality.

By the end of the day, I had learned a great
deal more than I expected.

1. More teachers need to offer solutions
rather than critique.

In one Senate office, the staff seemed to
expect us to complain about policies on the
Common Core State Standards. Instead, we
shared examples of how teacher-led train-
ing on Common Core had made it possible
for public school teachers, including teach-
ers in public charter schools, to implement
more effective instructional strategies in our
classes. Our message was that annual as-
sessment data provides critical information
we use to plan our instruction and improve
outcomes for students. Walking out of the
meeting, I wondered why the staff seemed
to expect us to complain. Clearly, we need
more teachers to bring solutions backed up
by success stories to the table to help
policymakers fine-tune legislation.

2. Other states have figured out solutions
to the problems we face.

The way I see it, legislators in those states
have an obligation to make sure that legis-
lators working on ESEA know about the
policies that are working.

In another Senate office, I listened as a
teacher from Massachusetts described how
student growth percentile (SGP) data was
motivating students to make accelerated
gains. Where I teach, test results only tell
me if students are proficient or on grade
level. A student who starts out three years

behind grade level and
makes two years of
growth gets no recogni-
tion, because the only
test results we receive
will say that she is still
below grade level. The
SGP data used in Massa-
chusetts is an innovative

solution to one of the challenges we face in
Virginia. I hope that senators (and teach-
ers) in states that have developed innova-
tive practices share these with policymakers
on education committees in the House and
Senate as they revise ESEA.

3. We (read: individual teach-
ers and citizens) need to stop ac-
cepting excuses and start taking
action to make sure that ESEA

gets reauthorized.
One Senate staffer spoke honestly and

said, “In my opinion, I’m not sure any bill is
going to get past the House.” The House
version of the bill was dead on arrival be-
cause it was a partisan and not a bipartisan
bill. That is unacceptable. ESEA is seven
years overdue. How many more years will
we enable Congress to debate and drop an
issue that is so vital to the millions of chil-
dren in pre-k through 12th grade? If there is
one thing I walked away with from my time
talking with senators on this Hill, it is the
understanding that I have a voice that can
help make policy better. If teachers across
the nation speak up and contact our sena-
tors and representatives, we can make ESEA
a priority for Congress. When teachers also
take action at the state level, we can have
meaningful impact on policies that matter
for students. In Virginia, that means work-
ing to improve the quality of state exams.

Back in the classroom, my students will
continue their investigation of cells next
week, and I will continue to assess their
progress and give them feedback. Daily as-
sessments are an integral part of teaching,
but the annual assessments required in
ESEA are necessary too. After all, the pro-
gram that supports English Language Learn-
ers (ELLs) in my school was only put in
place after the disaggregated data from
ESEA exposed the fact that ELLs were not
learning. Students all across the country
need Congress to reauthorize ESEA and
keep annual assessments.

The Buck Stops with Us

Commentary

Leadership
Suggestion
To The Editor:

I am somewhat elated and thankful for
the letter printed Feb. 5, “Don’t Complain,
Help Fix,” responding to an earlier letter
printed Jan. 29, “Vision for the City” regard-
ing our acting city manager Mark Jinks.

I’m compelled to elaborate that my letter
to the editor was not to challenge or de-
mand the acting city manager to take on
the position of city manager.

It was a letter of questions and a sense of
appreciation concerning the difficult role of
managing the city. With that said, my ques-
tion is: Has our acting city manager Mark
Jinks ever applied for the position as city
manager? It’s a simple question and not
meant to impugn anyone.

With this in mind, I, as many other resi-
dents of our city, would like to know how
many deputy city managers does the city
have? With that question, why doesn’t the
City Council hire from in-house instead of
an outsider?

Geri Baldwin, Alexandria

Letter

Alexandra Fuentes is ELL Biology & Ecology High
School Teacher at T.C. Williams High School and
Teach Plus Teacher-in-Residence.

Old Town 600 Lee Street South, Alexandria, VA
Amazing location! Plan on playing in the park next door
or watch the River from your windows in this 4-level brick
end TH w/tons of light. Open concept, renovated, 4 br,
3.5 ba.  $1,199,000
Bonnie Rivkin CBmove.com/AX8496964

Del Ray  215 E. Bellefonte Ave, Alexandria, VA
Two – 2BR self-contained rental units in the heart of Del
Ray. Easy access to shops, restaurants & Braddock Metro.
Freshly renovated, generous yard and 6-7-car parking.
$895,000
Charles York  CBmove.com/AX8425511

George Washington Park 806 West View Terrace,
Alexandria, VA
Just a short stroll to the King Street Metro, this 4BR +
2BA brick colonial features hardwood floors, 2 fps +
delightful screened porch.  $765,000
Donnan C. Wintermute  CBmove.com/AX3025157

Stratford on The Potomac  8406 Porter Lane,
Alexandria, VA Rarely Available, Randall Model, 5
bedrooms on one level, 3.5 baths, gourmet kit., updated
baths, 1-car garage and even comes with a second lot!
Close to all major commuter routes.  $739,000
Bonnie Rivkin CBmove.com/FX8571702

Open Sun 2-4pm  Fairlington Villages 
4826 30th Street S, Arlington, VA  Fairlington Villages!
Rarely available Dominion 3-level town house. 3Bed/2Ba,
gleaming hardwoods, custom moldings, granite, stainless,
fully finished basement/storage/2 parking spots.  $550,000
Lyssa Seward  CBmove.com/AR8570734

Mount Vernon Sulgrave Manor 4212 Old Mill Road,
Alexandria, VA Large, nicely updated, 6 bedroom, 4 bath
home in Mount Vernon. Beautiful back lot with pool and
privacy! In law suite with its own private driveway and
entrance. A great value!  $549,000
Karen Leonard  CBmove.com/FX8569758

Virginia Village
1115
Portner Road,
Alexandria, VA
Stunning 2
bedroom, 2 bath,
3-level town house
in Old Town.
Hardwood floors,
fabulous kitchen,
fireplace, MBR
w/vaulted ceiling,
private patio and
2 assigned parking
spaces. $549,000
Karen Leonard
CBmove.com/
AX8567919

Palazzo at Park Center  4560 Strutfield Lane #1408, Alexandria,
VA  GORGEOUS TOP-FLOOR unit will go fast! ONLY 1 TRAFFIC LIGHT TO
I-395! Gorgeous & bright kit & newly renovated mstr ba w/dual vani-
ties, soaking tub, quartz countertop & huge walk-in closet. California
Closets! TWO MSTR SUITES! VAULTED CEILING, FP & HUGE BALCONY! Great
sunsets!  $312,900  Carolyn Saenz  CBmove.com/AX8570544
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Est. 1999

Free Estimates
703-999-2928

Celebrating 15 Years in Business!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Bathroom Remodel Special $6,850

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

From Page 10

Letters to the Editor

See Letters,  Page 23

paper back then complaining about this law
that was published locally, “What’s wrong
with car for sale?” (May 2007). At that time
I wasn’t in a position to file a lawsuit but
did go down to try and appeal the ticket.
When I met with the representative I ex-
plained that I had never heard of this law,
and no one I knew had either. Their re-
sponse was that “ignorance of the law is no
excuse.” When asked what the purpose of
the law was, what harm was done or what
problem it was trying to address, I was told
it was for “safety reasons.” I was dumb-
founded, safety for what? When I asked for
further explanation, how this was a “safety”
issue, they had no answer but did reduce
my fine. With having to take time off from
work and still pay a fine it was hardly a
victory.

From all I have read since then, no legiti-
mate reason has ever been provided for
banning the displaying of for sale signs on
a vehicle. To me it all seemed like nothing
more than a way for the city to squeeze
more money out of hard working Alexan-
dria residents. It is a shame that it took a
lawsuit to force the city to do what they
should have done decades ago, but I’m
thankful that Mr. McLean decided to stand
up against this law. I’m glad that the City
Council finally saw the light and repealing
that unfair law is certainly a good “sign.”

B. Marquis, Alexandria

Hold WMATA
Board Accountable
To the Editor:

The Washington Metropolitan Transpor-
tation Authority (WMATA) which runs
Metrorail and Metrobus recently called off
its executive director search after three fi-
nalists withdrew and the board deadlocked
over priorities in the face of continuing fare
hikes, deteriorating service and deadly
safety lapses.

The District of Columbia city council is
considering emergency legislation remov-
ing one of D.C.’s WMATA members so newly
elected Mayor Bowser can appoint a reform-
ist replacement. But when will Virginia be-
gin replacing its WMATA members who
have presided over WMATA’s litany of
fiascos?

Alexandria’s WMATA member was hospi-
talized after falling on the Braddock Road

station platform in August 2009 en route
to a WMATA meeting. After 1992 hearings,
WMATA began installing rough “truncated
dome” tiles at platform edges for safety rea-
sons. But Braddock Road — 17 years later
— still was one of only a small number of
platforms without those tiles. It took ‘til last
summer for Braddock Road’s platform to be
retrofitted with these tiles — five years af-
ter a WMATA member slipped en route to a
meeting.

Whether it’s passengers succumbing to
smoke because WMATA didn’t tell local fire
departments communications weren’t work-
ing, record fare increases, poor “safety cul-
ture,” or constant weekend “track work,”
WMATA’s litany of woes is such that its Vir-
ginia members need to be held accountable
and expeditiously replaced.

Dino Drudi, Alexandria

TC Field Lights
Still a Bad Idea
To the Editor:

Over the last year, the Alexandria School
Board and concerned citizens have spent a
great deal of time in trying to investigate
and comment on this issue. The problems
with this issue include, but are not limited
to: 1) The Development Special Use Permit
(DSUP) #2013-0014 of Dec. 14, 2013
clearly indicates that “no permanent sta-
dium light shall be installed at the School
stadium ... except as to allow for lighted
tennis courts..”; 2) Amending DSUP 2002-
0044, Condition #85 is another assault on
the surrounding communities next to and
near the school stadium; 3) Efforts to en-
force or maintain security and area outdoor
maintenance (aka cleanup) is consistently
insufficient and ineffective — lights will
aggravate this problem; and, 4) with in-
creasing city-wide financial deficit, the cost
of the lights to include installation and
green buffers are a costly venture.

The Seminary communities are the ones
at risk with property devaluation and noise
pollution. Due to the sheer height of the
lights, results in the inability of the residents
to filter out the lights into their yards and
homes. The city is also at risk at a time when
it is trying to cut costs and manage its debt.
How can we realistically spend anywhere
from $1M – 2M or more for lighting to have
nighttime games? The emphasis is totally

Opinion

By Katharine Dixon

President and CEO

Rebuilding Together Alexandria

W
e spend a lot of our time help-
ing limited income elderly and
disabled residents remain

homeowners. By making repairs and up-
grades to their homes, we are able to keep
homes safer, healthier and more affordable
for aging seniors so they can remain in
them.

But our work knows no age boundaries.
In fact, our volunteers have also spent
countless hours ensuring that our commu-
nities’ homes and neighborhoods are also
great environments for children.

And this makes sense.
We have two huge genera-
tions sandwiched on oppo-
site ends of the age range.
For communities to be
healthy and vibrant, we

must consider the needs of all as we work
on neighborhood revitalization. In fact, a
whole movement among cities and commu-
nities is called multigenerational planning,
which provides a comprehensive approach
to balancing the needs of all age groups with
the goal of expanding family choices, in-
creasing independence for all ages and
strengthening communities, according to a
recent Cornell University paper.

On the local level, Rebuilding Together
has been incorporating a multigenerational
approach into our efforts. In addition to
helping seniors, we have worked hard to
ensure that low-income families with chil-
dren have safe places to play and learn in
their neighborhoods.

Over the years, we have partnered with
nonprofits and neighborhoods that also
serve children, such as Carpenter’s Shelter,
Hopkins House, Arlandria Chirilagua Hous-
ing Cooperative, and Lacy Court. Our vol-
unteers have built cubbies for homeless
children, revamped a play room, and cre-
ated playground art. They have built new
play areas, planted gardens to promote
healthy eating, and installed bike racks for
children living in low-income housing.

Next month, we will be building 60 desks
with storage for students who get tutored
by Wright to Read, a nonprofit that provides

a literacy program for elementary aged kids.
This fall, in partnership with
RunningBrooke, Fannie Mae, and the City
of Alexandria, 60 volunteers will help revi-
talize a playground that serves a low-in-
come neighborhood.

We also recognize that many families have
several generations living under one roof.
In fact, the percentage of multigenerational
households has topped 16 percent — the
highest level since the late 1950s, accord-
ing to Pew Research.

Having homes that can handle young and
old alike are challenges that our volunteers
are experiencing more. In addition to pro-
viding no-cost upgrades to keep elderly, low-
income homeowners safe, such as handrails
and ramps, we have also retrofitted some
of these homes to include child proofing and
other child safety features.

Many generations living in the same
neighborhoods and even homes provides
stability and a sense of history to commu-
nities. Making accommodations to help in-
tegrate the generations will make Alexan-
dria a better place to live.

To help revitalize our community — for
old and young alike — consider joining us
for National Rebuilding Day on April 25,
our biggest volunteer event of the year. To
learn more, visit
www.RebuildingTogetherAlex.org or call
703-836-1021.

Young at Heart

Rebuilding Together Alexandria
volunteers from Fannie Mae install
bike racks at Lacy Court.

Rebuilding

Together

Alexandria
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SHILLELAGHS TRAVEL CLUB
100 East Street SE, Suite 202 • Vienna, Virginia 22180

703-242-2204 1-800-556-8646
Please visit our Web site at: www.shillelaghtravelclub.com

for a listing of all our upcoming trips and socials.

Celebrating
our 50th

Anniversary

BOSTON FOR JULY 4. - POPS  REHEARSAL CONCERT, JULY. 2 - 5 ........ $729
Includes motor coach from Vienna or Rockville, 3 nights hotel, 2 breakfasts, 1 lunch,
1 dinner. Sightseeing - Call for Details.

IRELAND, SEPT.  15 - 25.....................................................................................$3399
Includes air from Dulles, 9 nights 4-star hotels with full breakfast, 8 dinners, Welcome
Scones/Tea, Whiskey Tasting, Daily Sightseeing, Porterage.

BERMUDA CRUISE FROM BALTIMORE, JUNE 5 - 12.................................$742
7 nights on Royal Caribbean, with all meals & entertainment. Transfers from Vienna to
Pier & return available.

$29.99

Playground Chips
& Organic Compost

cu. yd.

FREE Fill

Bulk
Mulch
$19.99 cu. yd.

Bagged,
Shredded
Hardwood

Mulch
$3.49
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9023 Arlington Blvd.,
Fairfax, Virginia

2 miles west of I-495 on Rt. 50.
     1 mile from I-66 (Vienna Metro)

Open 7 days a week
703-573-5025

Visit our new Web site: www.cravensnursery.com➠

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

Patios, Walkways, Retaining Walls,
Paver Driveways, Landscaping!

50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery50-75% Off Pottery
60606060606060

Free EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree EstimatesFree Estimates

Selected indoor
plants 1/2 price

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

Concrete Fountains,
Benches, Statuary and

Birdbaths 25% off

(3 cu. ft bags)

Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!Lowest Prices Since 2008!

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

Tree Clearance Sale
30% OFF

All Trees 2013 & Prior

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

New Shipments of
Herbs & Perennials

Have Arrived!

Pansies are Here!
On Sale 97¢
(In 4 inch pots)
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies are Here!
On Sale 97¢
(In 4 inch pots)
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies are Here!
On Sale 97¢
(In 4 inch pots)
Reg. price $1.89

Pansies are Here!
On Sale 97¢
(In 4 inch pots)
Reg. price $1.89

Opinion

By Megan Beyer

I
t may never feel like a “good time” to
have a colonoscopy. You might have
already used the excuse that the
preparation day before a colonoscopy

is unpleasant and cuts into your busy sched-
ule — and then you put it off another year.
But momentary discomfort or inconve-
nience is a small price to pay for saving your
life.

Colorectal cancer is the second leading
cause of death from cancer in the
United States. Only 40 percent of
colorectal cancer cases are found
in the early stages when it is most
treatable. Consider the implications of not
getting screened, or of a family member
putting off screening until it is too late. If
you are over 50 years old and of average
risk, you should get screened for colorectal
cancer. Those at higher risk may need to be
screened earlier. And colorectal cancer, long
thought of as a disease of older adults, has
been rising in young adults — which makes
it especially important for people of all ages
to be aware of risk factors like tobacco use,
obesity and heavy drinking, as well as fam-
ily history.

March is National Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Month. There is no need to be
uncomfortable talking about colorectal can-

cer. Make this a conversation topic in your
family and encourage them to speak with
their health care professionals about get-
ting screened. Nearly everyone has lost a
loved one to cancer, and colorectal cancer
is a disease that takes too many lives each
year. This year an estimated 132,700 people
will be diagnosed with colorectal cancer.
Worse, nearly 50,000 people will die from
it. In 2014 about 136,830 people are pre-
dicted to be diagnosed with colorectal can-
cer in the United States, and about 50,310

people are predicted to die of the
disease. Don’t become a statistic.
Start taking preventive steps to-
day.

Determine your family history of cancer
and talk with your health care professional
about colorectal cancer screening options.
Experts recommend both men and women
over 50 of average risk get screened. A
colonoscopy allows medical professionals to
examine the entire colon and remove any
polyps (pre-cancerous growths) before they
ever become cancerous. When colon can-
cer is found early, it is more treatable, and
the five-year survival rate is 90 percent. If
you cannot or will not have a colonoscopy,
there are a variety of other screenings avail-
able, such as a virtual colonoscopy, flexible
sigmoidoscopy or double-contrast barium
enema. Talk to your health professional

about what is best for you.
Some people need to start screening ear-

lier because they are at a higher risk of co-
lon cancer — they have personal histories
of colorectal cancer, pre-cancerous polyps
or inflammatory bowel disease; family his-
tories of colorectal cancer, polyps or a he-
reditary colorectal cancer syndrome; or
have Type 2 diabetes. Colorectal cancer in-
cidence and mortality rates are highest in
African-American men and women; inci-
dence is about 25 percent higher and mor-
tality rates are about 50 percent higher than
those in Caucasians.

Healthy living is a vital step to cancer
prevention and can lower risk for colorectal
cancer. Maintain a healthy weight and stay
active by exercising regularly for 30 min-

utes at least five times a week. Eat a nutri-
tious diet low in red and processed meats
(such as bacon or sausage) and full of fruits,
vegetables and whole grains. Do not smoke
and only drink alcohol in moderation. Use
these tips to live a healthier life today, and
share this information with family and
friends. Colorectal cancer is treatable, es-
pecially if caught early. Talk with your fam-
ily and loved ones about ways to reduce
their colorectal cancer risk. Visit
www.preventcancer.org for more informa-
tion about cancer prevention and early de-
tection.

Megan Beyer is the wife of U.S. Rep. Donald S.
Beyer Jr. (D-8) and is a member of Congressional
Families Cancer Prevention Program of the Prevent
Cancer Foundation. All statistics are provided by
the American Cancer Society.

Prevent colon cancer for self and loved ones.Family Matters

Commentary

Bulletin Board

See Bulletin Board,  Page 21

Email announcements to gazette@connection
newspapers.com. Include date, time, location,
description and contact for event: phone, email
and/or website. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two weeks
before event.

THROUGH APRIL 15
Free Tax Preparation. Wednesdays, 10 a.m.-

2 p.m. at Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St.,
Alexandria. For taxpayers with low and

middle income. All ages, with special
attention to seniors. Federal and Virginia tax
returns prepared and electronically filed by
IRS-certified volunteers. Tax questions can
be answered. Bring your photo ID(s), Social
Security Card(s), tax documents, and your
prior year tax return.

Free Tax Preparation. Saturdays, 9 a.m.-
noon; Wednesdays, 6:30-8 p.m. at 2525
Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria. The City of
Alexandria is offering free tax preparation to
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Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com. Include date,
time, location, description and contact for
event: phone, email and/or website. Pho-
tos and artwork welcome. Deadline is
Thursday at noon, at least two weeks be-
fore event.

ONGOING
“Considering Harm.” Through

Saturday, March 21 at The Gallery at
Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Lane,
Alexandria. Artist Pamela Flynn
presents an exhibition titled
“Considering Harm.” This art project
focuses on the issue of gun violence
and bringing awareness to our
community. Visit
www.ourconvergence.org or
www.pamelaflynnart.com for more.

“In and of the Land.” Through
Sunday, March 29, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and during performances at The
Rachel M. Schlesinger Concert Hall &
Arts Center, Margaret W. and Joseph
L. Fisher Art Gallery at the
Alexandria Campus of Northern

Virginia Community College, 4915
East Campus Drive, Alexandria. “In
and of the Land” is a two person
exhibition of recent work in paintings
by Clive Pates and ceramics by
Virginia Rood Pates. Visit
www.nvcc.edu/schlesingercenter/
Gallery for more.

“Four.” Through Sunday, March 29 11
a.m.-6 p.m. at The Associates Gallery,
Studio 319, at the Torpedo Factory,
105 North Union St., Alexandria. The
Torpedo Factory gallery presents
“Four,” featuring photographer Julie
Patrick, mixed media artist Kara
Hammond, painter Jill Finsen and
painting/mixed media artist Barbara
Muth. TAG will present a new show
each month. Visit torpedofactory.org
for more.

Art Exhibit. Through Tuesday, April
14. Sunday and Monday, 12-5 p.m.;
Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday,
10 a.m.-6 p.m.; Friday and Saturday,
10 a.m.-8 p.m. at Principle Gallery,
208 King St. Artist Kevin Fitzgerald
presents a collection of coastal
images painted in the tonalist style.

Visit www.principlegallery.com.
Art Show. Through May 3 at Cove, 805

King St., Alexandria. Cove will
partner with ArtSee to open the
doors of their Alexandria location for
a reception featuring the work of
Alexandria artist, Pete McCutchen.
The work on display shares
McCutchen’s “Geometrics” series.
Visit cove.is for more.

Nine Paintings from John
Chapman. Through May 25, 9 a.m.-
4 p.m. at the Donald W. Reynolds
Museum and Education Center
Mount Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Highway, Mount Vernon. Nine
unique paintings by the Virginia born
artist John Gadsby Chapman (1808-
1889) illustrating landscape scenes
important to George Washington’s
biography are on view. Visit
www.mountvernon.org.

“Paws ‘N Claws for Art.” Runs
through May 31 at Vola Lawson
Animal Shelter, 4101 Eisenhower
Ave., Alexandria. Del Ray Artisans
and Animal Welfare League of
Alexandria teamed up to present this

animal-themed, fundraising exhibit.
Both nonprofits receive a percentage
of each sale. Also showing, but not
for sale, will be UpCycle’s Fur-Vor
project community-based student-
recycled dog art. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW
for more.

Alexandria Cars & Coffee invites car
enthusiasts to meet for coffee at
Hollin Hall Shopping Center in front
of Roseina’s, 1307 Shenandoah Road.
Owners of classic cars, hot rods,
exotic cars, motorcycles and more
meet to share car stories and drink
coffee. Group meets the first Sunday
of every month. 8:30-11 a.m.

George Washington’s Mount
Vernon has joined Thomas
Jefferson’s Monticello and James
Madison’s Montpelier to expand the
“Presidents Passport,” Virginia’s
premier presidential trail. As an
added bonus to this year’s program,
visitors to the Alexandria Visitors
Center at 221 King St. showing or
purchasing a ticket to any of the
three presidential estates will, upon

request, receive for free Alexandria’s
“Key to the City” pass, which grants
access into nine historic sites and
museums in Alexandria-a $26 added
value. Visit
www.PresPassport.Monticello.org for
more.

Fifty Years of Collecting. Tuesday-
Saturday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sundays
noon-5 p.m. Fort Ward Museum
4301 West Braddock Road. An
anniversary exhibit of objects from
the Fort Ward collection. Free. Visit
www.fortward.org or call 703-746-
4848.

Dinner for the Washingtons. Noon
at George Washington’s Mount
Vernon, 3200 Mount Vernon
Memorial Highway. A walking tour
that goes behind the scenes to find
out how food was prepared and
served before the era of microwaves
and TV dinners. $5 in addition to
estate admission. Visit
www.mountvernon.org/ for more.

Second Thursday Music.
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. 7 pm.
Second Thursday of every month.

Entertainment

By Steve Hibbard

Gazette Packet

A
ldersgate Church Community The-
ater (ACCT) is putting on “Pride and
Prejudice,” Jane Austen’s classic tale

of manners, love and misunderstanding in
class-conscious England in the early 19th
century. Directed by Mary Ayala-Bush, the
show runs through March 29.

The play follows the humorous conse-
quences of matchmaking gone wrong (and
right) among the five Bennett sisters —
Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Catherine and Lydia
— who have been raised well aware of their
mother’s fixation on finding them husbands
and securing set futures.

Ayala-Bush said “Pride and Prejudice”
provides an opportunity to showcase won-
derful characters and situations, and she
loves presenting period plays that allow you
to transport yourself to a specific time and
place in the past.

“It’s adult playacting at its best,” she said.
She said the play condenses a large novel

into two hours of acting with multiple sub-
plots, a large cast, each with their own
agenda.

“With a cast of 16, it’s important to have
each of the actors understand and create
the characters’ backstory in order to allow
the dimensions of the character to show on
stage and to better engage with the other
characters.”

She added that a great deal of time was
spent in understanding the relationships,

motivations and the rationale for what each
character is saying and doing in this play.
In addition, the period of the piece requires
specific manners, posture and accents to
convey the time, situation and location.

Cal Whitehurst plays Mr. Bennett, an up-
per middle-class landowner in 19th Century
England and a father of five daughters. Be-
cause he doesn’t have a son, under the terms
of his estate, the property will pass to a
cousin after his death.

“He finds the highly feminine atmosphere
in the house a bit overwhelming and often
retires to his library for a little peace and
quiet,” Whitehurst said.

He said speaking with an upper-class En-
glish accent while not losing the meaning

of the dialogue and the emotions behind
the words was a challenge.

“Also, one has to maintain the very for-
mal stance and gestures appropriate to the
period.” But because “Pride and Prejudice”
is so popular, “My portrayal has to stand up
against the preconceived idea of Mr. Bennett
that many members of the audience will
have based on having read the book or seen
other actors in the part.”

Whitehurst said he hopes audiences will
find the same pleasure in the play that fans
of Jane Austen find in her novels — and
will get the chance to immerse themselves
in a world very different from their own —
a highly stratified society in which conven-
tional behavior was strictly enforced.

Heather Norcross is playing Mrs. Bennett,
a mother and matchmaker with five adult
daughters.

“She understands little about proper man-
ners and loves to talk,” Norcross said. “Her
greatest joy in life would be seeing all her
girls married and [she] will do anything
possible to see that happen.”

She said the challenges in the role were
the sheer number of lines and a short re-
hearsal schedule pocked with bad weather.

“Couple the amount of lines with anti-
quated language, an accent, and a charac-
ter voice — that was a challenge,” she said.

Jenni Patton plays Elizabeth Bennett, the
“independent daughter” who is opinion-
ated, strong-willed and smart, and with
great heart for the people she cares the most
about.

“She is very self-possessed, and isn’t afraid
to speak her mind or stand up for what she
wants — but she is also gracious enough to
admit when she’s wrong,” said Patton.

She said a challenge was working with
Jane Austen’s language and giving it life for
a modern audience.

“It could so easily be stiff and boring, but
it certainly doesn’t have to be,” she said.
“There are cultural nuances that aren’t ob-
vious to a modern reader at first blush, and

Aldersgate Stages ‘Pride and Prejudice
Jane Austen’s tale
of manners and
misunderstanding
in class-conscious
England.

I’ve really tried to draw those out so the
relevance, and at times the rather biting
humor, doesn’t get lost just because we don’t
talk that way anymore.”

She said the emotional cadences of the
story are so timeless, and this is one of the
most enduring love stories of all time, pre-
cisely because it is at its heart the story of
love’s ability to break down barriers. “We
can all stand to be reminded of that every
now and again.”

Gary Cramer plays Mr. Collins, a cousin
of Mr. Bennet’s who he has never actually
met before. Cramer said, “From the start, it
is clear that he’s not going to be picky about
which daughter he targets ... anything
young and female will do nicely if she is ‘an
active, useful sort of person.’”

Being a bit pompous, lecherous, oily and
tone deaf in the ways of wooing, Cramer
thinks that his character is in the script for
comedy relief purposes.

“Some of Mr. Collins’ distinct habits are
clearly indicated in the script, but the fun
and challenging side of bringing an already
quirky character to life is to add my own
spin to it without changing the dialogue or
the author’s intent.”

“As hard as it may be for some to accept
the old-fashioned courtship behaviors, so-
cial niceties, and restrictions put upon
women as shown in this play, it offers a good
opportunity to learn a bit about how these
thing were done in ‘the good old days.” He
added, “It may even generate some after-
show discussion about how much (or how
little) things have really changed for the
better in terms of setting the foundations
for a good marriage since then.”

ACCT is presenting “Pride and Prejudice”
through March 29 in the Wesley Hall of
Aldersgate United Methodist Church, 1301
Collingwood Road, Alexandria. The show
runs Fridays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, 2 p.m. and
8 p.m.; and Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets are
$10-$15. Visit www.acctonline.org.
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Cal Whitehurst and Heather
Norcross star in “Pride and Preju-
dice,” through March 29, at
Aldersgate Church Community
Theater.

Calendar
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Dealers

★ Mount Vernon Antique Center ★
8101 Richmond Hwy., Alexandria

703-619-5100
www.mtvantiques.com

Discover the secret source of many collectors, dealers,
decorators and shoppers with “good eyes” and great taste.

Follow
us on
Facebook &
Twitter

127 N. Washington St., Alexandria • 703-548-4661
Smoke-Free Restaurant

www.lerefugealexandria.com

Winter Specials
RestaurantRestaurantRestaurant

• Fresh Jumbo Shad Roe
• Split Pea Soup
• Venison Medallions
 • Beef Wellington

• Dover Sole
 • Coq au Vin
 • Cassoulet

 • Bouillabaisse

Le Refuge was rated #1 in Alexandria
on TripAdvisor. Thank you for your

continued support.

Visit nvfaa.org to view concert calendar
and listen to upcoming Second
Thursday Music artists.

The Monday Morning Birdwalk has
been a weekly event at Huntley
Meadows since 1985. It takes place
every week, rain or shine (except
during electrical storms, strong
winds, or icy trails), at 7 a.m. (8 a.m.
November through March), is free of
charge, requires no reservation, and
is open to all. Birders meet in the
parking lot at the park’s entrance at
3701 Lockheed Blvd. Direct questions
to Park staff during normal business
hours at 703-768-2525.

CAMPS, CLASSES & WORKSHOPS
Tiny Dancers 2015 Summer

Camps. Each session includes daily
instruction in ballet, a snack, fine
motor exercise through a theme-
related craft and a favorite story with
dress-up dance interpretation. The
session culminates with a recital and
reception for family and friends. Tiny
Dancers is a program designed for
ages 2-12, featuring a performance
based ballet, tap, jazz and musical
theater curriculum. The Alexandria
studio is located at 621 S.
Washington St., Old Town
Alexandria. Call 703-739-0900 or
visit www.tinydancers.com for more.

Art League Spring Classes.
Registration is open for the Spring
Term of fine art classes at The Art
League School. The Spring Term
begins the week of April 6, with more
than 200 classes and 50 workshops
to choose from. Classes are available
for ages 5-adult for all skill levels.
Browse course catalog and register at
www.theartleague.org.

Art League Summer Camps.
Registration for Summer Art Camp
2015 is now open.Art Camps run
Monday to Friday, June 22-Aug. 21.
Camps are available for ages 5 and
older, with morning, afternoon, or all
day options. Subjects include:
drawing, cartooning, painting,
photography, ceramics, sculpture,
jewelry, fiber arts, clay animation,
and Basic Art Camp (a new medium
each day). $155-$345. Visit
www.theartleague.org/content/
art_camp for more.

Encore Chorale Summer Choral
Institutes. Encore Summer Choral
Institute at Washington College in
Chestertown MD runs from June 14-
18 and Encore Summer Choral
Institute at Chautauqua Institute in
Chautauqua, NY from from Aug.30-
Sept. 4. Sponsored by Encore
Creativity for Older Adults, the
nation’s largest choral singing
program for adults 55 and older, the
institutes attract adult students from
all over the country, at all levels of
vocal experience, for a week of
intensive choral music study. For
information and pricing, call 301-
261-5747, email
info@encorecreativity.org or visit
www.encorecreativity.org for more.

Summer of Smiles. The Recreation,
Parks and Cultural Activities’
Summer Fun Guide, is now available.
Summer camps and activities are
available for youth ages 2-17 and
include sports, dance, creative arts,
computer, chess, enrichment, nature,
adventure, Out of School Time
(residents only) and classic camps.
The guide has an index listing camps
by week offered and age group.
Registration opens Wednesday,
March 18 for City of Alexandria
residents and Friday, March 20 for
nonresidents. Interested participants
may register online or in-person at
the Lee Center, 1108 Jefferson St.
The Summer Fun Guide is available
for download at
www.alexandriava.gov/Recreation.
Free printed brochures will be
available at City Hall, recreation
centers, and public libraries. Call the
Registration and Reservation Office
at 703-746-5414.

Tavern Toddlers. Every Monday
(except Federal Holidays) 10:30-
11:30 a.m. Gadsby’s Tavern Museum,
134 North Royal Street, Alexandria.
Join other families with toddlers
(walkers through 36 months) to have
fun in Gadsby’s historic ballroom.
Playtime features a craft table, book
corner, toys and group dancing. $7
for a group of three. Visit
www.alexandria.gov/gadsbystavern
or call 703-746-4242.

Photography Workshop. 10:30 a.m.-
noon at Multiple Exposures Gallery
on 105 N. Union St. Photographers
and enthusiasts of all skill levels are
invited to share work, ideas, and
questions at this free workshop held
on the last Sunday of each month,
except December. No reservations.
Call 703-683-2205.

Life Drawing. Del Ray Artisans offers a
range of open life drawing sessions
for anyone to develop life-drawing
skills further. Drop-in for the session
and bring supplies to draw or paint
our live models. Fee ranges from $8-
$12. All skill levels are welcome. Del
Ray Artisans is located at 2704
Mount Vernon Ave. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org for a
schedule.

MARCH 5-APRIL 6
“Reconstructing the Landscape.”

Through April 6 at The Art League,
Studio 21 in the Torpedo Factory Art
Center, 105 North Union St.,
Alexandria. “Reconstructing the
Landscape” feautres large-scale
abstract paintings by Claudia
Cappelle. Visit www.theartleague.org
or call 703-683-1780.

MARCH 6-29
“DREAM ON!” Runs through Sunday,

March 29 at Del Ray Artisans Gallery,
2704 Mount Vernon Ave., Alexandria
Local area artists use any media to
explore and express their dreams in
the “DREAM ON!” exhibit at Del Ray
Artisans gallery. Using their
imaginations, artists interpret their
dreams—from weird to wonderful,
scary to surreal. Visit
www.thedelrayartisans.org or call
703-838-4827.

SATURDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 7-22
March150. Through Sunday, March 22

in the Target Gallery at Torpedo
Factory, 105 N. Union St.,
Alexandria. The exhibition will
feature 200+ works of original art by
local arts, all created on 10" square
panels and sold for $150 each, until
the night of the Art Party on March
20, when all the work is discounted
to $100. Visit torpedofactory.org/
event/march-150/ for more.

MARCH 12-APRIL 10
Michael Graves Memorial Exhibit.

Library hours at Beatley Central
Library, 5005 Duke St. The architect
and designer of the Charles E.
Beatley, Jr. Central Library, Mr.
Michael Graves, passed away on
March 12, 2015. The Library has
devoted a memorial table of his work
along with a feature on the
Alexandria Library website. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

MARCH 24-MAY 3
Art Exhibit. Torpedo Factory Art

Center, 105 North Union St. Two
new exhibits will be on display at the
Multiple Exposures Gallery by artists
Susan Meyers and Colleen
Henderson. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

MARCH 11-29
Blossom’s Rainbow. Runs through

Sunday, March 29. 10:30 am. at The
Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.,

Alexandria. Wednesdays-Fridays and
Sundays. In the show, a painter’s
brush sets a young cherry blossom’s
world into motion. Infused with
whimsical dance, vibrant colors, and
dynamic live music, join Blossom on
her journey from the red mountains
down to the indigo city in this new
piece that celebrates Japanese
culture. Best for children ages 2-5
and their families. Arts on the
Horizon is a theatre company that
produces original work exclusively
for children ages 0-6 and their
families in Northern Virginia and the
DC metro area. $8, tickets online or
at the door on the day of the
performance. Box office: 703-967-
0437. Visit
www.ArtsOnTheHorizon.org for
more.

THURSDAY/MARCH 19
“A Breath of Spring.” 6-8 p.m. at

Artfully Chocolates, 506 John Carlyle
Drive, Alexandria. Art Exhibit and
reception featuring the art of
Alexandria artists Eric Nelson and
Nancy Ziegler with complimentary
appetizers and chocolates and wines
available for purchase. Door prizes
for the first 50 guests. Free, open to
the public. Call 703-346-8699 or
email lindsay.hutter17@gmail.com
for more.

Living Legends. 6 p.m. at Patent and
Trademark Office Madison Building,
600 Dulany St. Attend an exhibition
of “Living Legends of Alexandria,” an
ongoing photo-documentary project
about the city. Tickets are $45
through March 12; $50 through
March 17; $55 at the door. Visit
www.alexandrialegends.com.

Annual Children’s Concert. 7:30-
8:45 p.m. at Northern Virginia
Community College, Alexandria
Campus, Rachel M. Schlesinger
Concert Hall and Arts Center, 5000
Dawes Ave. Rescheduled due to
snow, the The Northern Virginia
Community College NOVA
Alexandria Band, the John Adams
Elementary School Orff Ensemble
and the George Mason and Jefferson-
Houston Elementary Schools Jazz
Band will perform a variety of
musical selections. Free. Call 703-
845-6252.

Concert. 8 p.m. at the Lyceum History
Museum, 201 S Washington St.,
Alexandria. The United States Air
Force Band-Brass Quintet presents a
concert of music for Brass Quintet.
Free. Call The United States Air Force
Band’s Concert Line at 202-767-5658
or visit www.usafband.af.mil.

THURSDAY-SATURDAY/MARCH 19-21
Bassist Cheikh Ndoye. 8 p.m. and 10

p.m. at Blues Alley Jazz Club, 1073
Wisconsin Ave. NW, Washington,
D.C. Alexandria resident and bassist
Cheikh Ndoye will perform alongside
Senegalese singer and musician
Baaba Maal and Friends for a
“Cultural Affairs Show.” $45. Visit
www.bluesalley.com.

FRIDAY/MARCH 20
Opening Reception. 6:30-9 p.m. at

Principle Gallery, 208 King St. Join
tonalist painter Kevin Fitzgerald for
the opening reception of his annual
solo exhibit. Free. Visit
www.principlegallery.com.

Washington’s Irish. 7-9 p.m. at in the
Robert H. and Clarice Smith
Auditorium, Mount Vernon Estate,
3200 Mount Vernon Highway, Mount
Vernon. In honor of St. Patrick’s Day,
George Washington’s Mount Vernon
invites guests to explore the history
related to the Irish during the
Revolutionary War with a
performance by Derek Warfield and
The Young Wolfe Tones. A reception
featuring Irish food will take place in
the Vaughn Lobby following this
performance and cultural music

Entertainment
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Senior Services of Alexandria is grateful to our sponsors
and donors who made this year’s Gala so special.

Special gratitude goes to the following:
Presenting Sponsor

ACCfamily
Platinum Sponsors

The Adelman Family Foundation on behalf of Woodbine
Rehabilitation; Ronald M. Bradley Foundation; Goodwin

House Alexandria; Hertzbach & Company – Mark N. Roth;
McEnearney Associates, REALTORS; H. Arthur Sauer

Gold Sponsors
Akre Capital Management, LLC; Carl and Susan Behnke;
C.F. Cooper AUTO-GRIP; Everly-Wheatley Funeral Home
and Cremation; Life & Estate Planning Law Center, PLLC;

Donnan C. Wintermute, Coldwell Banker

Silver Sponsors
Alexandria Yellow Cab; David P. Baker; Braddock Commercial

Real Estate Services; Campagna & Sullivan Families in memory of
Elizabeth Anne Campagna; Diamond Transportation Services, Inc.;

T.J. Fannon and Sons; Focus Data Solutions; Jack Taylor’s
Alexandria Toyota/Scion; Freeman N. Jelks III; Gordon Kromberg;

Law Office of Deborah G. Matthews; Gregory and Monica
Murphy; M. Catharine Puskar; Renner & Company CPA, PC;

Simpson Real Estate Services; Paul and Clara Beth Van de Water;
Walsh, Colucci, Lubeley & Walsh, PC

Special thanks to

discussion. $75 per person. Visit
mountvernon.org/irish for tickets.

March150 Art Party. 7-11 p.m. in the
Target Gallery at Torpedo Factory,
105 N. Union St., Alexandria. Target
Gallery is raising money for special
exhibitions and outreach
programming with the 5th Annual
Exhibition Fundraiser, March150.
$15 advance, $20 at the door. The
exhibition will feature 200+ works of
original art by local arts, all created
on 10" square panels and sold for
$150 each, until the night of the Art
Party on March 20, when all the
work is discounted to $100. Visit
torpedofactory.org/event/march-
150/ for more.

The Oak Ridge Boys. 7:30 p.m. at
The Birchmere, 3701 Mount Vernon
Ave. Tickets $59.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

Swing Dancing. 7:30-9:30 p.m. at
Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Rd. Local band leader
Owen Hammett will direct the Mount
Vernon Swing Band. Tickets are $4 at
the door. Call 703-765-4573.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/MARCH 20-22
“Bye Bye Birdie.” Friday and

Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 3 p.m.
at Heritage Presbyterian Church,
2709 Popkins Lane, Alexandria. Rock
and roll heart throb Conrad Birdie
comes to Sweet Apple, Ohio, to
bestow his #1 fan with a goodbye
kiss before entering the Army. $12.
Purchase tickets at www.mvcct.org.

SATURDAY/MARCH 21
Firehouse Museum Tour. 11 a.m.-

noon at Friendship Firehouse
Museum, 107 S Alfred St. Families
are invited for an in depth tour of the

Friendship firehouse. Attendees will
also learn about firehouse procedures
and equipment. $5 for adults, $4
ages 10-17. See
www.friendshipfirehouse.net.

Gourmet Cheese Tasting. 2-5 p.m.
at Balducci’s Alexandria, 600
Franklin St. Partake in gourmet
cheese tastings, and learn more
about the craft of cheesemaking from
experts. Free. Visit
www.balduccis.com.

Studio Recital. 3-4 p.m. at the
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St.,
Alexandria. Andrew Wilson Trumpet
Studio Recital: Andrew Wilson and
students (trumpet) and Karin Firsow
(piano), perform works by Scarlatti,
Sousa, Sachse, Mouret, and Barker.
Free. Call 202-258-0822.

Country-Western Dance. 6:30 p.m.
at Lincolnia Senior Center, 4710
North Chambliss St., Alexandria.
Lesson, 6:30 p.m.; dancing, 7-9:30
p.m. A DJ provides music. Couples
and singles welcome. Admission for
NVCWDA members $10; non-
members $12; children under 18
accompanied by a paying adult $5.
Smoke-free, alcohol-free. BYO
refreshments. Visit www.nvcwda.org
or call 703-860-4941.

Tom Rush. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, 3701 Mt. Vernon Ave.
Folk singer Tom Rush will perform.
Tickets are $39.50. Visit
www.birchmere.com or call 703-549-
7500.

SUNDAY/MARCH 22
Wonders of Science. 1-4 p.m. at The

Stabler-Leadbeater Apothecary
Museum, 105-107 South Fairfax St.,
Old Town, Alexandria. The
Apothecary Museum hosts a day of
18th-century natural and medical
science exploration and

demonstrations. Discover curious
objects, from poison bottles to
dragon’s blood, and find out how
they were used – and if they worked.
This hour-long program includes a
tour of the museum, with new groups
beginning every 30 minutes.
Recommended for 3rd grade and
older. $6, children and adults.
Reservations recommended, space is
limited. Visit
www.apothecarymuseum.org or call
703-746-3852.

Book Talk. 2 p.m. at The Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Join Garrett Peck and
Portner’s Brewhouse for a beer-and-
book double header to elebrate
Garrett’s sixth book, “Walt Whitman
in Washington, D.C.: The Civil War
and America’s Great Poet.” After the
book talk, Peck will lead a short
walking tour of the historic Andrew
Wales Brewery sites in Old Town.
Free. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

Future Visions: Dystopia vs.
Utopia. 2-4 p.m. at the Beatley
Central Library, 5005 Duke St.,
Alexandria. Will the future will look
more like The Hunger Games or Star
Trek? Join in to celebrate all of the
books and movies that show the
range of possible futures. Trivia,
crafts, music, prizes, and more.
Costumes encouraged. Ages 9 and
up. Call 703-746-1751 for more.

NAACP Women’s History Month
Event. 2-5 p.m. at Charles Houston
Recreation Center, 901 Wythe St.
The Alexandria Virginia chapter of
the NAACP will celebrate Women’s
History Month with Alexandria
native, author and community
activist Nisa Harper who will discuss
her second book, “The Legacy of
Fathers…..The Pain, The Power, and
the Promise.” Free. Call 703-684-
6190.

Winter Warmer Tea with Rebecca

Ramsay Reese. 3-4:30 p.m. at
Gadsby’s Tavern Restaurant, 138
North Royal St., Alexandria. Sip a
special blend of tea from Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum, “take” a cup of
American Heritage Chocolate, and
eat period-inspired delicacies, both
sweet and savory, with your 21st-
century friends. A historic guest who
will be visit during each tea. $35 per
person all inclusive. Reservations are
required. To make reservations and
purchase tickets, call 703-746-4242
or visit shop.alexandriava.gov. Ticket
also includes a tour at 2:15 or 2:45
prior to the tea.

MONDAY/MARCH 23
Ballroom Dance Class. Beginning

class 7-7:45 p.m., advanced class
7:45-8:30 p.m. at The Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Gary Stephans teaches
the Fox Trot, Waltz, Tango, Swing,
Salsa, Meringue, Rumba, Cha-Cha
and Samba. Admission is $15. Email
garystephans@me.com or call 703-
505-5998.

TUESDAY/MARCH 24
“Corsica and Sardinia.” 10 a.m. at

Hollin Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road. Conne Rubinstein
presents the first in a series of
“travelogues.” Free. Reservations
required, call 703-765-4573.

Army in British North America.
7:30 p.m at The Lyceum, 201 S
Washington St. Historian Erica
Nuckles presents a lecture on the
journey of Charlotte Brown, a British
widow and mother who served as
matron of the British army in North
America during the Seven Years’ War.
$5. Visit shop.alexandriava.gov/
Events.aspx.

National Chamber Players. 7:30

p.m. at Pendleton Hall, Ainslie Arts
Center, Episcopal High School, 3900
West Braddock Road. Gustav
Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde
arranged for chamber orchestra by
Arnold Schoenberg and Rainer
Riehn. Guest vocalists will be Patricia
Green, mezzo soprano, and Gordon
Gietz, tenor. Kenneth Slowik will
conduct. Free. Call 703-933-4135 or
email vdp@episcopalhighschool.org.

TUESDAY/MARCH 24-MAY 31
“Intricacies” Exhibit. Various Times

at Convergence, 1801 N. Quaker Ln.
Artist-Photographer Nina Tisara
unveils her “Intricacies” exhibit, a
collection of mosaics. Visit
www.ourconvergence.org.

WEDNESDAY/MARCH 25
History Lecture. 7:30 p.m at The

Lyceum, 201 S Washington St. join
historian Erica Nuckles as she relates
the journey of Charlotte Browne, a
British widow and mother who
served as matron of the British Army
in North America during the Seven
Years’ War. Free. Visit
www.alexandriahistorical.org.

THURSDAY/MARCH 26
Art and Book Sale. 1-5 p.m. at Mt.

Vernon Unitarian Church, 1909
Windmill Ln, Alexandria. Find art,
children’s books, and individually
priced books. Visit the Hollin Hall
Mansion for flat-rate prices on books,
puzzles, CDs, and DVDs. $5 a bag on
Saturday. Visit www.mvuc.org.

SWAN Day. 7 p.m. at The Athenaeum,
201 Prince St. Poet Shelly Bell will
host an evening of poetry, dance,
music and the visual arts by women
artists. Tickets are $15. Visit

Entertainment
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Exp. 3/31/15

To Advertise Your Faith Community, call Karen at 703-917-6468

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Monday
6:30 pm Mass (Español)
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm Vigil Mass
6:30 pm Vigil Mass (en Español)
Sunday
7:30 am; 9:00 am (with Sign
Language Interpreter &
Children’s Liturgy of the Word);
10:30 am; 12:00 Noon; 2:00 pm

(en Español); 6:30 pm
Weekday & Saturday
Mornings: 9:00 am Mass,
preceded by Rosary (on First
Friday, Mass followed by
Eucharistic Adoration)
Thursday & First
Friday of the Month:
7:30 pm Mass (Español)
preceded by 7:00 pm
Eucharistic Adoration

Mass Schedule

PRESENT FOR $5 OFF $15 OR MORE.
VALID SATURDAY, MARCH 21 ONLY.

ONE PER CUSTOMER | NO PHOTOCOPIES

www.nvfaa.org.
Air Force Band Concert. 8 p.m. at

Lyceum History Museum, 201 S
Washington St. The United States Air
Force Band-Woodwind Quintet and
Chamber Trio offer a public concert.
Free. Visit www.usafband.af.mil for
more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 28
Eggstravaganza at Four Mile Run.

11 a.m.- 2 p.m. at Four Mile Run
Farmers and Artisans Market, 4109
Mt. Vernon Ave. This is an early
Easter event featuring a visit by the
Easter bunny and several Easter egg
hunts for children. Free. Visit
theaterchurch.com.

CRAVE Micro-Granting Dinner. 5-8
p.m. at The Lab at Convergence,
1819 N. Quaker Lane. The Torpedo
Factory Art Center and Convergence
will host a CRAVE (Creating
Resources for Artistic Vision and
Engagement) micro-granting dinner.
Attendees hear four short
presentations on new arts-related
projects. After an interactive
communal dinner, they vote and the
chosen presenter receives an on-the-
spot grant. Tickets are $15 for dinner
and a vote. Visit ourconvergence.org
for more.

Orchestra. 7 p.m. at The George
Washington Masonic Memorial
Theatre, 611 King St. The Symphony
Orchestra of Northern Virginia
presents “Les Misérables.” Visit
www.sonovamusic.org for more.

SUNDAY/MARCH 29
Dance in the Gallery. 2 p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Take a
sneak peek at the group’s spring
concert lineup. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

Exhibit Reception. 2-4 p.m. at
Torpedo Factory Art Center, 105
North Union St. Two new exhibits
will be on display at the Multiple
Exposures Gallery by artists Susan
Meyers and Colleen Henderson.
Attend the reception. Visit
www.torpedofactory.org for more.

10th Annual Spring Forward. 6-9
p.m. at Union Street Public House,
121 S Union St. Nonprofit
Community Lodgings is hosting their
annual Spring Forward event
featuring a silent auction, live music,
an open bar, and dinner. Tickets are
$50 in advance, and $65 at the door.
Email info@community-lodgings.org
for more.

MARCH 29-APRIL 26
“Art and Story.” Through April 26 at

Shirlington Library, 4200 Campbell
Ave., Arlington. Del Ray Artisans
presents artworks illustrating the
power of art and story. Visit
www.TheDelRayArtisans.org/GWW
for more.

 MARCH 30-APRIL 25
Art Exhibit. The Torpedo Factory, The

Associates Gallery, studio 319, 105
North Union. Ceramics artist Bev
Andrews, painter Ann Noel, mixed
media artist Gail Spencer Saour and
fine arts photographer Jo Ann Tooley
will present work for an exhibit titled
“Layers.” Visit
www.torpedofactory.org.

TUESDAY/MARCH 31
Cookie Class. 6 p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St. Larry
Calvert leads a class on how to make
hand-decorated sugar cookies. All
supplies included. $45 for the
general public, $35 for NVFAA
members. Visit www.nvfaa.org, email
lcalvert@ttrsir.com to RSVP.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 1
Swing Dance. 9-11 p.m. at Nick’s

Nightclub, 642 S Pickett St. The
Kelley Walters Band will provide the
music for a night of swing dancing.
$10. Call 703-359-9882 or visit
www.gottaswing.com.

THURSDAY/APRIL 2
Tango Concert. 7:30p.m. at The

Athenaeum, 201 Prince St.
QuinTango with guest Carina Losano,
will perform an interactive concert
and a Q&A. Visit www.nvfaa.org.

FRIDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 3-5
Easter Egg Hunt. Friday, 3 p.m.;

Saturday, 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m.,
2:30 p.m.; and Sunday, 12:30 p.m.
and 2:30 p.m. at The Lee-Fendall
House, 614 Oronoco St. The historic
Lee-Fendall House will host their
16th Annual Easter Egg Hunt. Other
activities include games,
crafts,refreshments, and photos with
the Easter Bunny. Every participating
child will receive an Easter Egg.
Tickets are $12 for children 12 and
younger, $5 for all others. Visit
www.leefendallhouse.org.

MONDAY/APRIL 6
R.E. Lee Camp Dinner. 6:15 p.m. at

American Legion Post 24 Hall, 400
Cameron St. Hear speaker Billie
Earnest speak on “The Life of George
Pickett.” On display, find items that
once belonged to the General and his
family. Tickets are $25 for adults,
$12.50 for children 17 and under.
Visit www.leecamp.org.

TUESDAY/APRIL 7
History Lecture. 7 p.m. at The

Alexandria Black History Museum,
902 Wythe St. Attend a lecture on
the arrival of Emancipation to
Alexandria presented by Char

McCargo Bah. Free. Email
lance.mallamo@alexandriava.gov or
call 703-746-4554.

Public Art in Alexandria. 6-8 p.m. at
Morrison House Hotel, 116 South
Alfred St. Join Diane Ruggiero and
Matthew Harwood from the City’s
Office of the Arts in a talk about
Alexandria’s new implementation
plan for public art. Free. Contact
Alexandria Archaeology at 703-746-
4399 or
archaeology@alexandriava.gov for
more information.

SUNDAY/APRIL 12
Artist Talk: Enveloping Time. 3

p.m. at The Athenaeum, 201 Prince
St., Alexandria. Opening for an
exhibition of the works of Robert
Cwiok in the Athenaeum gallery.
Cwiok’s paintings, collage, and mixed
media works lead visitors on a visual
tour through the development of an
artist. Text, print ephemera and
envelopes are visual leitmotifs
throughout his career. Free. Visit
www.nvfaa.org.

WEDNESDAY/APRIL 15
Antiques Club. 9:30-11 a.m. at Hollin

Hall Senior Center, 1500
Shenandoah Road, Alexandria. The
Alexandria/Mount Vernon Antiques
Club presents Dick Hamly, discussing
oarlocks. Experience with sailing and
rowing, as well as serving in the
Navy sparked his interest in different
oarlock types, led to collecting them,
including visits to Venice where he
learned about variations in shape and
details of design in Italian oarlocks,
even to a high art. Free, public
invited. Call 703-360-4979 or email
annconnell@verizon.net for more.

Joan Armatrading. 7:30 p.m. at The
Birchmere, 3701 Mt Vernon Ave.
singer/songwriter/guitarist Joan
Armatrading performs. Tickets start
at $75. visit
www.joanarmatrading.com.

Swing Dancing. 9-11 p.m. at Nick’s
Nightclub, 642 South Pickett St. Tom
Bowes, Willie Barry, Eric Hurt and
Louis Newmyer form the newest
rockabilly and early rock-n-roll
quartet in the DC area. Admission is
$10. Call 703- 751-8900.

THURSDAY-SUNDAY/APRIL 16-19
Spring Book Sale. Members preview

on Thursday, 4-8:30 p.m.; Friday, 10
a.m.-5:30 p.m.; Saturday, 10 a.m.-
4:30 p.m.; Sunday, 1-4:30 p.m. at
Charles E. Beatley Central Library,
5005 Duke St. Books are $3 or less
unless specifically marked. Find
hardbacks, paperbacks, children’s
books, and audio-visual items. All
genres. Visit
www.alexandria.lib.va.us.

Entertainment
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People

No Place Like Home
From Page 6

treatment and after-care sup-
port,” Carroll said. “I want us
to provide resources for the
entire community, not just the
patients that show up for treat-
ment.”

Carroll’s father, James
Turner, was a graduate of
Hammond High School, and
her mother, Patricia Ann
Garvey, attended St. Mary’s
Academy. Both her grand-
mother and great grandmother
served on the hospital’s Board
of Lady Managers.

“On any given day, I know someone or am re-
lated to someone getting treatment at the hospi-
tal,” she said with a laugh. “And my great aunt
and grandmother don’t hesitate to remind me not

2015 Generation to Generation Gala
S

enior Services of Alexan-
dria hosted its annual
Generation to Generation
Gala on Feb. 28 at the

Mark Hilton Hotel. The 2015 hon-
orees included John and Bea Tay-
lor along with their daughters
Karen Taylor Chandler and

Rhonda Taylor and June Geoffray
and her son Christopher
Campagna. Ronald M. Bradley as
awarded the first Senior Services
of Alexandria Philanthropist
Award. For more information on
SSA visit
www.SeneriorServiceAlex.org

June Geoffray and her son Christopher Campagna, 2015
honorees are congratulated by City Council member Del
Pepper and Jim Lindsay, presenting sponsor and CEO of
ACCfamily.

SSA board of directors chair David P. Baker, Fairfax County
firefighter Capt. Will Bailey, Lucky Elliott and Sheriff Dana
Lawhorne.

2015 honorees Bea and John Taylor and their daughter Karen Taylor Chandler and
Rhonda Taylor are surrounded by family at the annual Senior Services of Alexandria
gala last Saturday evening at the Mark Hilton Hotel.

Ronald M. Bradley
(center) is the first
recipient of the
Senior Services of
Alexandria Philan-
thropist Award. With
Bradley are (from
left) SSA executive
director Mary Lee
Anderson, SSA
board of directors
chair David P. Baker,
councilmember Del
Pepper and 2015
presenting sponsor
and CEO of
ACCfamily Jim
Lindsay.
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to ‘mess up their hospital.’”
Carroll’s favorite story is when she was in her

second week on the job and was approached
by a 91-year-old woman.

“She was holding a picture of her mother and
my great grandmother walking down Washing-
ton Street starting preschool together,” Carroll
said. “The picture was taken around 1901.”

Among Carroll’s awards is the status of Fel-
low in the American College of Healthcare Ex-
ecutives, the highest of certification given to
healthcare leaders, and the 2012 Champion
award by the National Cherry Blossom Breast
Cancer Society. She and her husband Matt are
the parents of two boys, Turner, 11, and Conner,
7.

“I am fortunate to be able to return to the very
hospital where I was born,” Carroll said. “Not many
CEOs can say that. But Inova Alexandria is a very
special place. I plan to be here a very long time.”

Susan Carroll
took over as
CEO of Inova
Alexandria
Hospital at
the begin-
ning of 2015.
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‘Choose To Believe’
From Page 6

time he gets up until the time he
goes to bed he thinks about his
church, responding to whatever
needs have arisen. Every day turns
out to have surprises and he has
to triage what to do first. He sees
the good in people and is a cheer-
leader for God “and I learned it is
a sin to bore someone with the
Gospel message of Christ so I try
never to be boring,” he joked. “It’s
not easy to love people who wrong

you,” he continued, “but we are
called on to try.” Sometimes it
takes a long time. “I try to remem-
ber those Bible verses like ‘love
your enemy’ and ‘rain falls on the
just and the unjust’.” For McCoart
praying is like blinking. “It is so
much a part of what you do that
you can’t separate it from yourself.
The rest is the presence or aware-
ness of God. You have to choose
to believe. You have to exercise
that muscle.”

Email announcements to gazette@
connectionnewspapers.com.

Army Pvt. Clement Yeboah has
graduated from basic combat training at
Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. Yeboah is
the son of Charles Tweneboa of Alexan-
dria. He is a 2014 graduate of T.C.

Williams High School.

Army Pvt. Jessica C. Meekins has
graduated from basic combat training at
Fort Jackson, Columbia, S.C. Meekins,
the daughter of Jesse and Lisa Meekins
of Alexandria, is a 2013 graduate of T.C.
Williams High School.

Military Notes
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Obituaries

Larry Myron
Wheeler

Larry Myron Wheeler, Lt. Col USMC (Ret.
Reserves), died March 5, 2015 at Hospice
Savannah.

Son of Essie Myrtle Smith and Lewin
Wheeler, Larry was born and raised in Alma,
Ga.

He graduated from the University of Geor-
gia in 1954, where he was a member of the
Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity. Upon graduation,
he joined the U.S. Marine Corps and was
stationed at Quantico, Va.

For over 40 years, he lived in Alexandria
and worked in Washington, D.C. Employed
by U.S. Sen. Richard Russell (D-Ga.) and
later by U.S. Rep. Jack Brinkley (D-3-Ga.)
as his administrative assistant, Larry also
served early in his career as Secretary of
the Senate and assistant to Interior Secre-
tary Stewart Udall. He finished his career
at Hughes Aircraft as their congressional
liaison.

Survivors include Joan Wheeler his wife
of 57 years, Roxann Wheeler his daughter,
Mike Wheeler his brother, Karen Wheeler
his sister-in-law, Derek and Jon Wheeler his
nephews, John Scott McDonald and Rose-
mary Holton his cousins. In late April, the
family will celebrate his life at two services,
one at the Alma Methodist Church and the
other at Skidaway Island United Methodist
Church.

For those who are moved to memorialize

him in some way, the family suggests a gift
to the Skidaway Cat Program (non-profit),
Jane Von Rutenberg, treasurer, 2 Moonbill
Lane, Savannah, GA 31411, where Larry
was a volunteer and supporter along with
Joan, or to St. Jude’s Children’s Research
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN
38105.

Fairhaven Funeral Home, Hubert C. Baker
Chapel, Savannah, Ga., is in charge of ar-
rangements. See
www.fairhavenfuneralhome.net.

Laurel Schultz
Laurel Schultz,

67, died March
14, 2015. She was
born in
Barbourville, Ky.,
but lived in Alex-
andria most of her
life. She was a
popular hair styl-
ist for many years,
working at Twist-
ers Salon the past
23 years.

Laurel’s greatest joy in life was working
to raise funds for SCYC (Santa Claus Yacht
Club).

The organization sponsored several
events through the year to support needy
children in Alexandria.

Laurel’s family, mother Bonnie Rice, sis-

ter Bonnie Jo Smith (Henry Buell) and
brother Jeffrey Smith (Hilda) invites her
many friends to celebrate her vivacious life
on Saturday, March 21, 2015 from 6-8 p.m.
at Everly-Wheatley funeral home at 1500
West Braddock Road.

Julia Anne
Perry Pattie

Julia Anne Perry Pattie, age 103, of Alex-
andria, died March 11, 2015. She was born
May 16, 1911 in Orange, Va., to Frank B.
Perry and Lula Inez Perry. She is survived
by Currell L. Pattie and his wife Carol Pattie;
three grandchildren: Jennifer Brazendale
(Carl), David Pattie (Laura), and Brian
Pattie; three great grandchildren: Luke
Brazendale, Hannah Brazendale, and
Sydney Pattie.

Julia was a true Christian, loving and giv-
ing to all. Julia received her Master’s De-
gree from Duke University. She was a natu-
ral born teacher and a beloved mother,
mother-in-law, grandmother, and great-
grandmother. She cherished her neighbors
and was generous to all who passed her way.
She will be missed by those privileged to
know her.

A visitation was held Sunday, March 15,
2015 at Everly Wheatley Funeral Home.
Services were held at First Baptist Church,
Alexandria, on Monday, March 16. She was
buried at The Graham Cemetery, Orange,
Va.

Laurel Schultz

Bulletin Board
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qualifying residents. Taxpayers are eligible if their
income is below approximately $35,000 for
individuals and $53,000 for families. Volunteers
from Community Tax Aid, Inc. will ensure that
taxpayers apply for all applicable credits and
deductions. People will be seen on a first come,
first served basis. For further information contact
Esperita Bullard at 703-746-6070.

COMMUNITY INPUT WANTED
Call.Click.Connect. is designed to allow

community members to submit service requests,
report problems, search for information, or find
contact information by either calling a dedicated
HELP line or accessing the Call.Click.Connect.
website. Continue to check the Usability and
Outreach project page at alexandriava.gov/
82564 for updated locations and times.
Upcoming opportunities to provide input:

❖ James Duncan Library - Wednesday, March 18, 7-
9 p.m.

❖ Kate Waller Barrett Library - Tuesday, March 24,
11 a.m.-1 p.m.

❖ Cora Kelly Recreation Center - Saturday, March
28, 9-11 a.m

FRIDAY/MARCH 20
Podcasting for Small Business. 9 a.m.-4 p.m.

at the SBDC/AEDP Boardroom, 625 N.
Washington St., Suite 400, Alexandria.
Podcasting (or, netcasting) is the process of
uploading syndicated audio or video files online
so that people can listen to them on-the-go. How
do you start and promote a podcast? Free. Visit
www.alexandriasbdc.org for more.

SATURDAY/MARCH 21
Alexandria Renew Enterprises Board of

Directors. 8 a.m. at Stratford University

See Bulletin Board,  Page 22
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By Vernon Miles

Gazette Packet

A
 select group of Waterfront resi-
dents received an unexpected
email from EYA, the developer
currently set to redevelop the

Robinson Terminal South site. A conflict has
been building between the developer and
local citizens over whether or not debris
from the construction site should be re-
moved via trucks through Old Town or a
series of barges at a nearby marina.

The email asked local residents to speak
on the company’s behalf at a March 14 City
Council public hearing. The email warned
that, if EYA is forced to pursue barging op-
tions, that would be taken directly out of
the planned public benefits to the city.

The email read: “Attention: City Officials
are considering an expensive & unprec-
edented mandate which would reduce
funds available for public benefits.

“We need your help today to ensure the
future of the Alexandria Waterfront at
Robinson Terminal South! City decision-
makers are considering an extraordinary
and expensive requirement that material be
brought to and from Robinson Terminal

South by barge...
“Most important, the result of this unprec-

edented requirement would be a loss of
more than $1.5 million for public benefits
such as revitalizing the pier or building the
waterfront promenade.

“Stand with us and let City Officials know
that we are at a pivotal moment to revital-
ize the waterfront, and barging would
threaten our shared vision for a public, ac-
tive, and welcoming Robinson Terminal
South.

“Sincerely, AJ Jackson, Managing Partner,
EYA”. The email successfully brought local
citizens to the City Council meeting, but it
wasn’t to speak in support of the project.
Hal Hardaway, a resident of South Union
Street, described the email as a clear ma-
nipulation of the public.

“Their strategy is to pit citizen against
citizen and use the council as a pawn,” said
Hardaway. “What we have are counts of
developer public relations morphing into
manipulation.”

“Rather than presenting its concerns to
the Ad Hoc Monitoring Group for Water-
front Construction, which the city has set
up to address waterfront construction im-
pact issues, EYA has chosen to sidestep that
process,” said Bert Ely, co-chair of Friends
of the Alexandria Waterfront.

Mark Jinks, acting city manager, said he
was surprised when he heard about the
email.

“We’re still in negotiations,” said Jinks,

“and we’re still investigating the barging
[option].”

The email raised concerns for many on
the City Council.

“This is unprecedented,” said City Coun-
cilwoman Del Pepper, “Not one time have
we had this kind of lobbying before any-
thing official’s come out.”

“This is an attempt to create a rift,” said
Mayor William Euille. “We don’t need this
and it does not help.”

Robert Youngentob, co-founder and presi-
dent of EYA, apologized to the public at a
March 17 meeting of the Ad Hoc Monitor-
ing Group for Waterfront Construction, but
also said that the email was not an attempt
at deception.

“I spoke with the mayor and apologized
for the email and the turmoil it caused. I
believe email and written word leave room
for misinterpretation. On behalf of every-
one at EYA, I apologize. For 23 years, we
have been active in the city and our reputa-
tion is the most important thing we have
… “If anything, sometimes we’re too hon-
est.”

While apologizing for the nature of the
email, Youngentob also warned that the cost
of barging could, potentially, drive EYA
away from the site development.

“This project is being pushed and pulled
in a lot of directions,” said Youngentob. “If
the mayor and council tell us to barge the
material, we’ll barge. We have to have a
discussion with [investors] to see if we still

do this project. That’s not a threat, just the
reality of the economic situation. Our costs
are dramatically higher than we thought …
It’s getting very challenging to make this
whole thing work. We don’t want to lose
our reputation over one project.”

However, Youngentob said EYA wasn’t
ready to give up on the project just yet and
clarified that the company would not re-
peat their mistakes.

“We’re prepared to discuss hauling routes
and barging options,” said Youngentob. “We
will not use email in the future … to drum
up support.” Some residents, however, said
that the fact that EYA only mailed notifica-
tion of the public hearing to citizens they
believed would support the project was as
bad as the letter’s content.

“What I find particularly appalling are the
selective email lists and selective invita-
tions,” said Robert Wood, a resident of the
Waterfront. “This is purposefully manipu-
lating the public.”

“This is quite evident by the fact that even
though EYA has emailed me in the past
about the terminal project, it did not have
the courtesy to send that email to me even
though I am a member of the Monitoring
Group,” said Ely.

“The email was sent to people who’d pre-
viously expressed support for the project,”
said Youngentob. “I have told our entire
organization that we will not use email to
bring people out to support projects. It was
wrong.”

Waterfront Developer Muddies Public Relations
Residents, council
members disparage
company’s email.

Assessing Haul Route Options for Waterfront
From Page 1

posed.
By AECOM’s calculations, one barge trip

would be able to carry the same as 200 truck
trips. Moving dirt, or earth fill, to the site
would require eight barge trips or 1,500
truck trips. The larger task, however, is re-
moving the dirt and debris from the site.
This would require the use of 28 barge trips
and 5,500 truck trips.

AECOM concluded that the barging con-
cepts are a feasible alternative to trucking,
but noted that this would come with its own
share of additional challenges. Fewer com-
mercially available options for loading or
offloading materials would significantly in-
crease the cost of barging, and contamina-
tion of the soil and debris being removed
from the site limits the city’s options as far
as disposal is concerned. Barging is the more
expensive option for the company and could
also result in a longer period of construc-
tion. Baker estimated that construction with
barges could take two or three months
longer than the trucking option.

There was also the problem of offloading
the debris from the barges. AECOM found
no sites on the Potomac that would be able
to capable of handling the offloaded mate-
rial. The debris would be removed on a four
day round-trip near Shirley Plantation on
the James River to unload the materials.
However, petroleum levels in the removed
soil may mean that the barges will be un-

able to directly offload the materials near
the Shirley Plantation site, but will have to
transport the materials to trucks to be taken
to another facility. AECOM’s report recom-
mended that if the clean material can be
separated from the contaminated soil, the
clean material could be taken to Baltimore
for a more cost-effective disposal. The
Potomac River also has no tug service,
meaning it would have to be contracted out
of Baltimore or Norfolk.

However, AECOM also noted that the
project site on the waterfront does have
sufficient access to make barging possible
and can physically accommodate the
amount of materials being transported.
Barging would reduce the distance travelled
by the trucks down to a block or two, which
would reduce noises, traffic, and would ease
concerns that the volume of the trucks and
associated vibrations would damage nearby
properties and city utilities.

According to AECOM, neither is a perfect
option. Trucking is the most common
method of transporting these types of ma-
terials. It’s less expensive and tends to have
a shorter construction period than barging.
However, AECOM added that some of these
cost savings are mitigated by the risk of
damaging the city streets and other nearby
properties.

Bert Ely, co-chair of the Friends of the
Alexandria Waterfront, asked Baker about
the feasibility of a conveyor system between

the barge on the pier and the construction
site. Baker said AECOM staff had looked
into that option but ultimately decided it
offered no clear advantage over trucks for
transporting materials to and from the de-
velopment site. According to Baker, the con-
veyor would be unreasonably expensive and
the unloading process into the barge would
be difficult to manage.

The Ad Hoc Committee was not ready to
provide guidance yet on its suggested haul
route but would make an official statement
once the committee members had a chance
to review the new numbers and informa-
tion.

On April 7, the Robinson Terminal South
site proposal will be presented to the Alex-
andria Planning Commission, then to City
Council for a hearing on April 18. If the
project continues on schedule, EYA plans

on beginning demolition on Sept. 1 and
construction sometime in 2016.

The meeting briefly touched on the po-
tential for barging at the Indigo Hotel Site
planned for development by Carr Proper-
ties. According to Yon Lambert, acting di-
rector of the city’s Transportation and En-
vironmental Services, the City Attorney’s
office has advised him that the haul routes
will be on the streets and that the city is
not considering barging as an option at that
site. At a Waterfront Commission meeting
in the same building earlier that day,
Townsend “Van” Van Fleet, president of the
Old Town Civic Association, said that haul
routes for the properties aren’t established
until the site plan is proposed.

“The City Attorney is not correct in say-
ing that the die has been cast,” said Van
Fleet.

Bulletin Board

From Page 13

Contact Lorna Huff, 703-549-3381, ext. 2260.
Activate Your Voice. 10:30 a.m-3:30 p.m. at

T.C. Williams High School, 3330 King St.
Middle and high school students are invited
to help create a public service
announcement highlighting cyber bullying.
Contact Krishna Leyva at 703-824-6865 or
krishna.leyva@acps.k12.va.us for more.

Genealogy Course. 11 a.m.-1 p.m. both days

at Alexandria Black History Museum, 902
Wythe St. This two-session course teaches
how research and organize branches of the
family tree. $60. Call 703-746-4356.

Container Gardening Class. 1:30-3:30 p.m.
at Burke Branch Library, 4701 Seminary
Road. Parents and their school-aged children
will learn about the principles of growing
plants in containers. Registration is
requested; sign up at mgnv.org.
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By Marilyn Campbell

Gazette Packet

T
hough the official start of spring
is still days away and the frigid
ity of winter is still recent on the
minds of many, Janelle Wright,

a Potomac, Md., mother of two, has already
mapped out the summer for her children.

Wright did research before signing up her
13-year-old daughter, Corrine, in an aca-
demic camp geared toward boosting her En-
glish composition skills, and enrolling her
12-year-old son, Teddy, in a camp for chil-
dren whose needs fall just outside the norm.

Indeed, experts say social interactions, a
chance to have fun and an opportunity to
fill the time between family trips are just
some of the benefits of summer camps.

There are camps for every child, no mat-
ter their needs.

“I spoke to the camp and shared with
them up front that my son might need help
socializing with other kids,” said Wright.
“He might need directions repeated to him.
I did that so I could drive away in peace
knowing that he’d be fine. It’s different for

my daughter because she doesn’t have any
challenges. I don’t have to call the camp
and talk to them like I do with my son.”

WHETHER A CHILD is typical or falls
slightly outside the norm, doing a bit of re-
search and exercising forethought are good
ideas when selecting summer programs. In
fact, advanced planning and registration for
summer camp is essential in the Washing-
ton, D.C., region, say educators.

“It’s important to find an activity that kids
already like to do. It’s summer so kids
should have fun,” said Linda Gulyn, Ph.D.,
professor of psychology at Marymount Uni-
versity in Arlington.

“Choose a camp where they won’t feel
lonely. It helps to sign them up with a buddy,
especially in late elementary and middle
school so they’ll have one or two people at
camp they already know. That really does
matter.”

“Parents should consider a camp that taps
into their child’s strengths, the size of the
groupings during the day,” said Susan J.
Johnson, Ph. D., of Commonwealth Acad-

emy in Alexandria. “Consider the length of
time for each activity.”

Johnson advises that parents try coordi-
nating their child’s attention span with the
camp’s schedule. “Match camp schedule
with body clock of the child,” she said.
“Schedule afternoon camp for children who
naturally sleep late in the mornings, for ex-
ample.”

INFORM THE CAMP’S STAFF if a child
has allergies, medical needs or phobias. For
special needs children, Johnson says camp
counselors and directors should be “aware
of a child’s specific learning disabilities, and
trained in how to teach children with learn-
ing disabilities, present directions, teach
multiple strategies for learning new skills
and always incorporate hands-on learning
activities.”

For children who are prone to feeling
anxious about going to camp, Johnson sug-
gests parents do a practice run to camp and
visit the campus or building.

There are also options if parents want
their children to enjoy typical camp activi-
ties like swimming and arts and crafts com-
bined with academics. For example, Wright
chose an English program at St. Andrew’s
Episcopal School in Potomac for her daugh-
ter.

“[Our] summer programs encompass aca-

demics for credit or enrichment and the arts
[including] visual, performing and culi-
nary,” said Monique McMillan-Jackson, di-
rector of summer programs. St. Andrews
also offers sports and technology camps.

SOME DAY CAMPS are structured to al-
low parents to choose the week their child
will attend camp based on interests.

“We have a theme for every week that is
packed with field trips and special events”
said Fred Lowery, owner of Kiddie Country
in Burke, which is running 11 weeks of
camp this summer. “All of the camp activi-
ties are related to the theme. There are field
trips to the Maryland Science Center, a
Washington Mystics game, Reptiles Alive
and Hershey Park. On site, we have every-
thing from mad science to jugglers to swim-
ming.”

Traditional camp experiences, like oppor-
tunities for socializing with peers, are still
found in specialty camps.

“As [campers] learn to identify, measure
and combine ingredients, they are also
learning important life skills, working to-
gether as a team and ultimately creating a
delicious meal,” said Jennifer Bashaw, cur-
riculum development coordinator at Tiny
Chefs, Inc. “Children leave our camps with
a greater confidence in their kitchen skills
and personal creativity.”

How parents can ensure positive summer
experiences for their children.

The Right Fit: Choosing a Summer Camp

For a free digi-
tal subscription
to one or all
of the 15
Connection
Newspapers,
go to
www.connect
ionnewspapers.
com/subscribe

Be the first to
know – get your
paper before it
hits the press.

Complete digital
replica of the
print edition,
including photos
and ads, deliv-
ered weekly
to your e-mail
box.

Questions?
E-mail:
goinggreen@
connection
newspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc…

Office 703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

lektrkman28@gmail.com

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

GUTTER CLEANING
Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned

Small Repairs • Gutter Guards

PINNACLE SERVICES
lic/ins 703-802-0483 free est.
email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
web: lawnsandgutters.com
Friendly Service with a Friendly Price!

GUTTER GUTTER

General Remodeling
Residential & Commercial

Specializing in:
Kitchen/Bathroom/Basement Remodeling
Plumbing • Electrical • Custom Carpentry

Doors Windows • Hardwood Floors
Crown Molding • House Cleaning

Interior/Exterior Painting • Brick/Stone Work
Ceramic Tile • Decks, Fences, Patios

HOA Maintenance, Granite Counter Tops
Realtors Work and Much More

Hand and Hand
Handyman

Licensed and Insured Serving Northern Virginia

703-296-6409

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

Licensed
Insured

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

You have tried the rest - NOW CALL THE BEST!!
Proudly serving Northern VA - 46 yrs. exp.

The HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

BATHROOM REMODELING, DRYWALL,
PAINTING, CERAMIC TILE, CARPENTRY,
POWER WASHING & MUCH MORE

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

• All Concrete work
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

R.N. CONTRACTORS, INC.
Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded • Free Estimates • Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827  Fax: 703-830-3849
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com

www.rncontractors.com

Remodeling Bathrooms, Kitchens & Basements

Picture PerfectPicture Perfect

Exterior & Interior Repair, Painting, Carpentry,
Wood Rot, Drywall, All Flooring, Decks

Licensed – Bonded – Insured
“If it can be done, we can do it”

http://www.pphionline.com/

•FREE Estimates
•FAST & Reliable Service

•EASY To schedule
•NO $$$ DOWN!

Handyman Services Available

(703) 590-3187(703) 590-3187

R&N Carpentry

✦BASEMENTS ✦BATHS ✦KITCHENS
Foreclosure specialist/Power washing

✦Exterior Wood Rot More!
Deck & Fence repair, Screen Porches

No jobs too large or small
Free est.   37 yrs exp.   Licensed, Insured

703-987-5096 

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

J.E.S. Services
Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Construction

All work Guaranteed

• Planting & Landscaping Design
• Drainage & Water Problems
• Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
• Patios and Walks • Masonry Work or Dry Laid
• Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
• Retaining walls of all types

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

MOWING, TRIMMING, EDGING,
MULCHING & TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

Friendly Service for a Friendly Price

703-802-0483703-802-0483

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

Custom Masonry
703-768-3900

www.custommasonry.info
Patios, Walkways, Stoops, Steps, Driveways
Repairs & New Installs•All Work Guranteed

BRICK AND STONE

MASONRY MASONRY

GOLDY BRICK
CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete
FREE ESTIMATES

Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

PAVING PAVING

Quality Tree Service
& Landscaping

Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

25 years of experience  –  Free estimates
    703-868-5358

Spring Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

TREE SERVICE TREE SERVICE

HAULING

ANGEL’S HAULING

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

Junk Trash Removal,  
  Yard/Construction

 Debris, Garage/ Base-
        ment Clean Out,

                    Mulching.

Bathrooms, Kitchens,
Flooring, complete

remodeling.
703-863-7465

A&S CONSTRUCTION

JUNK HAULING
Junk, Rubbish,
Homes, Offices,

Commerical,
Yard/Construction
Debris, Lot Clear
out, 24 hrs day,

General Hom Work.

703-520-3205 N-VA

TREE SERVICE

ANGEL’S TREE REMOVAL

Angeltreeslandscaping-hauling.com

Brush & Yard Debris
 Trimming & Topping

 Mulching & Hauling

703-863-1086
703-582-3709
240-603-6182

LANDSCAPING

LANDSCAPING

From Page 12

Letters

misplaced on this issue — seek to improve
academic scores and readiness of the stu-
dents for the future; seek to inspire the stu-
dents through academics and real world
challenges. I say no light at T.C. Williams
High School Stadium.

Carol Johnson
Seminary area, Alexandria

We’re in Trouble
To the Editor:

Uh oh. We’re in trouble. All three Demo-
cratic contenders for mayor believe a new
metro is necessary. They want to put this
metro in Potomac Yards very near the new
and popular Bus Rapid Transit (BRT) lanes.
They think this new metro stop will create
more tax revenue because it will attract
more tax-paying residents and businesses
to Potomac Yards and, by implication, the
BRT will not. Their group-think assertion is
beyond shameless. First, it falsely suggests
they are interested in making Alexandria
business-friendly. If that were the case, they
could do this now, and without a new metro.

They could start by stop competing with
the private sector, the one that generates
tax revenues (e. g., the city operates money-
losing businesses that rent bikes and oper-
ates a bus service, neither of which pay
taxes).

Second, their thinking is plain and simple
wrong. Think about it: If metro stations at-
tracted tenants, then there would be no
vacancies, especially in commercial build-
ings, within a mile of the King Street,
Braddock and Van Dorn metro stations.

The cost estimates for a new metro in
Potomac Yard, all drawn from the city
website, run between a quarter-billion to
almost three-quarters of a billion dollars,
all of which will be borrowed money.

When the debt service is added to these
prices, you’re talking about hefty payments
that will span generations and which, per-
force, will raise your property and business
taxes no ifs, ands or buts about it.

And keep in mind too that our city gov-
ernment has not competed a single multi-
million dollar project on time and within
budget.

Remember: These Democratic candidates
for mayor are the very people who brought
you one of the most expensive elementary
schools in America believing, apparently,
the building will better educate its chroni-
cally underperforming students; a police
palace instead of a police station and a
waterfront plan the cost for which has never
been ascertained, but is widely accepted to
be in the ever-increasing mega-millions.

If one of them doesn’t come to their senses
and breaks away from the wrong headed
group-think they’ve all embraced, then all
we can do is hope a fiscally sensible person
will challenge the eventual Democratic can-
didate for mayor.

Even if that mystery challenger appears,
but especially if one doesn’t step forward,
then to protect the taxpayers, we need a
cap on how much the City Council can
spend without first obtaining public ap-
proval. It’s your money after all.

Jimm Roberts
Alexandria
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703-778-9411
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• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS NUMBER 15-02-03

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools is seeking competitive proposals from qualified Offer-
ors to provide furniture, fixtures, equipment and related serv-
ices.
Sealed Proposals with the notation RFP# 15-02-03 Furniture, 
Fixtures, Equipment and related services will be received in the 
Central Procurement Office, 1340 Braddock Place, Suite 620, 
Alexandria, Virginia 22314, on or before 3:00 pm, April 8, 2015. 
The time of receipt shall be determined by the time clock 
stamp in the Procurement office. Proposals appropriately re-
ceived will be opened and the names of the firms responding 
will be read aloud. RFP documents may be obtained at the 
above Procurement Office or by calling 703-619-8181, or by 
downloading the RFP from the ACPS website at 
http://www.acps.k12.va.us/financial-
services/purchasing/bids.php

ACPS reserves the right to cancel this RFP and/or reject any 
or all offers and to waive any informalities in any proposal.

Chris Guy
Procurement Manager

21 Announcements 21 Announcements

OBITUARY
Robert “Rob” Michael Kearnes, 37, a resident 
of Cape Coral since 1986, formerly of Alexandria, VA, 
passed away Sunday, March 15, 2015 in Cape Coral.  He 
was born July 25, 1977 in Alexandria.  He is survived by his 
mother, Pamela Kearnes of Cape Coral; his sister, Lori 
Kearnes of Cape Coral; a brother, Skip Kearnes also of 
Cape Coral; two aunts, Laura Saville of Strasburg, VA and 
Dawn Zacharias-Speakman “AD” of Cape Coral; five nieces 
and nephews, Melinda Kearnes of Cape Coral, Brooke 
Kearnes of Fairfax, VA, Casey Kearnes of Fredericksburg, 
VA, Katie Kearnes and Zack Kearnes both of Locust Grove, 
VA; his former wife, Angela M. Kearnes of Cape Coral; two 
step children, Kevin McDermott and Kaila-Ann Merricks both 
of Cape Coral; many, many cousins; his life-long best friend, 
Dave Knollmueller; as well as his 4 legged children, Bear 
and Cane. 

Funeral Services will be held 11:00AM, Saturday, March 21, 
2015 at Grace United Methodist Church, 13 SE 21st Place, 
Cape Coral, FL 33990 with Pastor Joe Wingard officiating.  
Interment will follow at Coral Ridge Cemetery, 1630 SW 
Pine Island Rd., Cape Coral. 

21 Announcements 21 AnnouncementsHDI
COMPUTER SOLUTIONS
JENNIFER  SMITH ❖ Serving the Area Since 1995

➣ Speeding
Up Slow
Computers

➣ Troubleshooting
➣ Virus Removal  ➣ Computer Setup

571-265-2038
jennifer@HDIComputerSolutions.com

101 Computers 101 Computers
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LEGAL NOTICE
Pursuant to the provision of section 4-1-16 of the code of 
the City of Alexandria, the Alexandria Police Department

located at 3600 Wheeler Avenue, Alexandria, VA 22304 is 
now in possession of unclaimed bicycles, mopeds, 

lawn equipment, money, scooters, and other items. All
persons having valid claim to the property should file a claim to

the property with reasonable proof of ownership or the 
items will be sold, destroyed, converted or donated. For a
complete listing go to http://alexandriava.gov/police/ and
contact the Police Proper-ty Section at (703) 746-6709.

26 Antiques

We pay top $ for STERLING, 
MEN'S WATCHES, 

JEWELRY, COSTUME 
JEWELRY, FURNITURE, 

PAINTINGS AND CLOCKS.
Schefer Antiques

703-241-0790
theschefers@cox.net

OBITUARY

LARRY MYRON WHEELER,
LT. COL USMC (RET. RESERVES)

SAVANNAH, GEORGIA
SAVANNAH - Larry Myron Wheeler, Lt. Col

USMC (Ret. Reserves), passed on March 5,
2015 to be with the Lord at Hospice
Savannah.

 Son of Essie Myrtle Smith and Lewin
Wheeler, Larry was born and raised in Alma,
Georgia. He graduated from the University
of Georgia in 1954, where he was a member
of the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity. Upon
graduation, he joined the U.S. Marine Corps
and was stationed at Quantico, VA.

 For over 40 years, he lived in Alexandria,
VA, and worked in Washington, D.C.
Employed by Georgia Senator Richard
Russell and later by Georgia Congressman
Jack Brinkley as his administrative assis-
tant, Larry also served early in his career as
Secretary of the Senate and assistant to
Interior Secretary Stewart Udall. He finished
his career at Hughes Aircraft as their
Congressional liaison.

 Survivors include Joan Wheeler his wife
of 57 years, Roxann Wheeler his daughter,
Mike Wheeler his brother, Karen Wheeler
his sister-in-law, Derek and Jon Wheeler his
nephews, John Scott McDonald and
Rosemary Holton his cousins.

 In late April, the family will celebrate his
life at two services, one at the Alma
Methodist Church and the other at
Skidaway Island United Methodist Church.

 For those who are moved to memorialize
him in some way, the family suggests a gift
to the Skidaway Cat Program (non-profit),
Jane Von Rutenberg, treasurer, 2 Moonbill
Lane, Savannah, GA 31411, where Larry
was a volunteer and supporter along with
Joan, or to St. Jude Children’s Research
Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis, TN
38105.

Fairhaven Funeral Home –
Hubert C. Baker Chapel

7415 Hodgson Memorial Drive
Savannah, Georgia 31401

912-927-1999
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OBITUARY

Julia Anne Perry Pattie, age 103, of Alexandria,
VA, passed away March 11, 2015. She was born
May 16, 1911 in Orange, VA to Frank B. Perry and
Lula Inez Perry. She is survived by Currell L. Pattie
and his wife Carol Pattie; 3 grandchildren:
Jennifer Brazendale (Carl), David Pattie (Laura),
and Brian Pattie; 3 great grandchildren: Luke
Brazendale, Hannah Brazendale, and Sydney
Pattie.

Julia was a true Christian, loving and giving to all.
Julia received her Master’s Degree from Duke
University. She was a natural born teacher and a
beloved mother, mother-in-law, grandmother, and
great-grandmother. She cherished her neighbors
and was generous to all who passed her way. She
will be missed by those privileged to know her.

A visitation will be held Sunday, March 15, 2015
from 2-5 PM at Everly Wheatley Funeral Home.
Services will be held at First Baptist Church,
Alexandria, VA, Monday, March 16 at 10 AM. She
will be buried at The Graham Cemetery, Orange,
VA at 2 PM.

21 AnnouncementsDo what 
you can, with

what you have,
where you are.

-Theodore
Roosevelt

Newspapers & Online

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

CLASSIFIED • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT • CHOOSE 1 TO 6 ZONES
E-mail classified@connectionnewspapers.com

      or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411
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ALEXANDRIA CITY PUBLIC SCHOOLS
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL NUMBER 15-02-11

The Alexandria City School Board dba Alexandria City Public 
Schools would like to issue the following change to this previ-
ously advertised Request for Proposal to provide an Electronic 
Professional Development Management System.

The proposal opening date has been changed to on or before 
3:00 pm, March 23, 2015.

Chris Guy
Procurement Manager
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

**EARN EXTRA INCOME**
SEASONAL/PART-TIME

Garden Center Merchandiser
Bell Nursery, a nationally re-cognized 

grower/ vendor is looking for hardwork-
ing people to stock our products at a 

garden center near you. Must be flexible 
for weekend work. For job descriptions 

and locations go to: 
www.bellnursery.com/careers

Childcare Staff
Full and part-time employment 

available. Seeking mature professional 
individuals for positions as lead 

teachers, teacher assistants and after-
noon aides. Lead teacher must have at 
least an Associate’s Degree/ CDA. For 
full time we pay all federal holidays. 
Benefits include earned leave, health 

and dental insurance. 401K and annual 
training provided. Competitive salary. 

EOE. Please email resume to 
ACPhollinH@aol.com or fax to 

703.765.7801.

Technogen, Inc. (formerly Syscom 
Technologies Inc) has openings for the positions:

Software Engineer (Teh 215) w/Master’s in Engg (any), Comp. Sci, Comp Apps, Tech-
nology or rltd to work on design, dvlp, implement, maintain & test business functions & 
web apps. Dvlp, create & modify general comp apps.  
Senior Software Engineer (Teh 216) w/Bachelor’s in Com Sci, Analytical Sci (any), Engg 
(any), Techno. or rltd & 5 yrs of exp. to work in web & mainframe software. Dvlp, im-
plement apps, solutions. Dvlp program, project & bus knowledge, Implementing result-
ing solutions to meet contract deliverables. 
Senior Software Engineer/.Net (Teh 217) w/Bachelor’s Comp. Sci., Analytical Sci.(any), 
Engg (any), Techn. or rltd &  5 yrs of rel. exp. to design & dvlp. (MVC) web apps from 
the reqmts identified & documented. Code automated test scripts using .Net test frame-
work. Perform app analysis, design, dvlp, code, debug, test, deploy & support QA & 
Production environments using Oracle techs like Java, JSP, Java Beans, PL/SQL, etc., 
& Microsoft techs like ASP.Net, ADO.Net, SQL Server Integration Services, etc.
Software Engineer/.Net (Teh 218) w/Master’s in Com. Apps, Comp. Sci., Engg (any), 
Techn. or rltd & 1 yr of exp to design, dvlp, implement various web apps & SQL Server 
dvlpmt using SQL Server, ASP.Net, C#, AJAX Pro, AJAX.NET, XML, Web services, Vis-
ual Studio.NET, ADO.NET, Share Point Services, JavaScript, VB Script, IIS & XML. 
Perform SQL server admin tasks & write stored procedures, Triggers, Users defined 
function & fine tuning. 
Senior Software Engineer/Java (Teh 219) w/Bachelor’s in Comp Sci, Analytical Sci 
(any), Engg (any), Tech or rltd & 5 yrs of exp to perform software installations & up-
grades to JAVA, J2EE app servers running on diff operating sys (LINUX, UNIX and 
Windows). Supports the J2EE app servers WebLogic, JBoss &  Oracle Appl. server 
(OAS). Monitors & tunes the sys using mentoring tools to achieve optimum perf levels. 
Recommend changes to procedures which result in operational optimization.   
SAP BW/ BEX Developer (Teh 220) w/Master’s in Comp Apps, Comp Sci, Engg (any), 
Tech or rltd &1 yr of exp to lead all aspects of delivery of reporting solutions including 
bus reqmts, analysis, solution design, sys config & dvlpmt, testing, & solution deploy-
ment. Create reports using BEx Query Designer, BEx Report Designer, BEx Web Appli-
cation Designer. Config & programming in the SAP BW environment, including testing 
& implementation. Publish & maintain BI reports on SAP Portal.
IT Project Manager (Teh 221) w/Master’s in Comp Science, Engg (any), Tech or rltd & 1 
yr of exp to plan, initiate, & mng IT projects.  Mng project execution to ensure adher-
ence to budget, schedule &  scope. Bus req gathering, app design, data modeling, 
dvlpmt, implementation & testing of client/server app.
Work location is Chantilly, VA with required travel to client locations throughout USA. 
Please mail resumes to Technogen, Inc.  4229 Lafayette Center Drive, Suite #1880, 
Chantilly, VA 20151 or Fax to 703-668-0714.

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

Notice of Public Hearing
The Alexandria Community Services Board is
holding a public hearing to receive comment on
the needs of Alexandrians with mental illness,
intellectual disability or a substance dependency,
and on the proposed Plan of Services (Perfor-
mance Contract), available at
www.alexandriava.gov/dchs. The hearing will be
Thursday, April 2 at 6:30 p.m. at 720 North Saint
Asaph Street, Alexandria, VA 22314.  To sign up to
speak or to send comments, call 703.746.3523 or
email Donielle Marshall. Comments can also be
faxed to 703.838.5070.
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-778-9411

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

The future comes 
one day at a time.

-Dean Acheson

Sports

By Jon Roetman

Gazette Packet

A
fter a three-goal performance
against Georgetown Visitation
on Tuesday, including the game-
winner with 5:44 remaining,

Bishop Ireton senior Kelly Mathews tried to
describe the difference between the Cardi-
nals’ outlook in 2014, and how they ap-
proach things now after winning WCAC and
state championships last season.

“Last year, we were the hun… how’s the
thing go?” Mathews said. “Now we’re the
hunted. You know what I mean.”

Mathews and other members of the
Bishop Ireton girls’ lacrosse team are still
getting used to the pressure that comes with
being defending champions. The Cardinals
enter the 2015 season ranked No. 3 in the
nation by USA TODAY after returning the
majority of the team
that won the school’s
first WCAC title and
defeated national
power St. Stephen’s
& St. Agnes for the
first time in the
VISAA state champi-
onship game.

Ireton opened the
2015 season on
Tuesday against
Georgetown Visita-
tion, ranked No. 11
nationally by USA
TODAY. The Cardi-
nals weren’t on top
of their game, but pulled out an 11-9 vic-
tory in Washington, D.C.

Ireton jumped out to a 6-1 lead, but Visi-
tation chipped away and cut the Cardinal
lead to 7-6 at halftime. The Cubs tied the
score at 9 with 8:02 remaining in the sec-
ond half, but Mathews answered with what
proved to be the game-winning goal with
5:44 left.

Ireton’s Kaitlin Luzik added an insurance
goal 33 seconds later.

“We all knew going into this game that
we needed to prove a point that it wasn’t a
one-time thing,” Mathews said, referring to
last season’s success. “We’re here to repeat
and do big things. It means a lot that we
started off well, got into a bit of a bad scene
and then came out on top. I think it’s good
that we showed ourselves that we can come
out of tough situations.

“… I think going into last season, we
weren’t as sure what we were capable of,
but this year we have a target on our back,
so we have a lot of work to do.”

What does Tuesday’s season-opening vic-
tory mean?

“It means we’ve got a lot to learn,” Ireton
head coach Rick Sofield said. “We found a
way to win; good teams do that when they

don’t play their best. … I’m proud of them
for finding a way to win, but we need to
play with more poise. We have enough ex-
perience on this team where we just need
to be smarter.”

Kelly Larkin finished with three goals and
two assists for the Cardinals.

“[Larkin was a] real catalyst for us on the
offense,” Sofield said. “Visi took away our
feeds from behind, that was something we
did well against them last year. It was obvi-
ous they game-planned for that. We have
more tricks in our bag, so we went to some-
thing else and it was Kelly’s chance to shine
today and she took advantage of the op-
portunity and she did great.”

Kayla Duperrouzel scored two goals for
Ireton, and Luzik, Charlotte Sofield and Lexi
Ledoyen each had one. Luzik and Charlotte
Sofield each had an assist.

Charlotte Sofield, the 2014 WCAC Player
of the Year and University of North Caro-
lina signee, said Ireton’s defense, including
the performance of sophomore goalkeeper
Amelia Cole, propelled the Cardinals to vic-
tory.

“I think our defense really stepped up in
this game,” Charlotte Sofield said. “Our at-

tack was not clicking as
well today and our de-
fense really made the
stops that we needed.
Our goalie really made
key saves. Amelia had
big shoes to fill — her
sister [and last year’s
goalkeeper], Olivia, is
now playing at Florida.
Being a sophomore
stepping up and start-
ing is hard, and she
really pulled it to-
gether for us today.”

Cole finished with
nine saves.

Shortly after winning last season’s state
championship, Rick Sofield ordered T-shirts
for summer workouts. The shirts have a tar-
get on the back, symbolizing what the Car-
dinals would face after their 2014 accom-
plishments. He said Ireton has the same “six
games in May” mentality, when the Cardi-
nals try to improve during the regular sea-
son before winning three WCAC tourna-
ment games and three VISAA state tourna-
ment games.

Ireton passed its first test of the 2015 sea-
son, beating a fellow nationally-ranked
team. Next up for the Cardinals is a home
game against Roland Park Country School
(Baltimore) at 1 p.m. on Saturday, March
21. Roland Park Country School is ranked
No. 8 by USA TODAY.

“We have talked about how different it is
to be a competitor when you’re the one
who’s in the lead,” Rick Sofield said. “We
talk about it the context of running a race:
if you’re right behind the girl in the lead …
and you’re staring at her back, you’re track-
ing her and she doesn’t know you’re back
there and she doesn’t know you’re coming.
That’s what I told them: This year, we’re
the ones out front and people are running
us down.”

Cardinals open season
with win over
Georgetown Visitation.

BI Girls’ Lax Now ‘The Hunted’

“I think going into last
season, we weren’t as
sure what we were
capable of, but this year
we have a target on our
back, so we have a lot
of work to do.”

— Bishop Ireton senior
Kelly Mathews
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ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

POTOMAC
RIVER

ALEXANDRIA
TOYOTA

3750 Jefferson Davis Hwy.
Alexandria, VA 22305

703-684-0710
www.alexandriatoyota.com

NEW! Extended Service Department Hours:
Monday – Friday, 7 am to 9 pm

Saturday, 8 am to 5 pm
Sunday, 10 am to 4 pm

Sunday by appointment only.
ServiceCenters

Keep Your Toyota
a Toyota Let’s Go Places

TOYOTA
LIFETIME GUARANTEE

Mufflers•Exhaust Pipes•Shocks•Struts
Toyota mufflers, exhaust pipes, shocks, struts
and strut cartridges are guaranteed to the
original purchaser for the life of the vehicle
when installed by an authorized Toyota dealer.
See us for full details.

You Have Saturdays Off
That’s Exactly Why We Don’t!

703-684-0700 | ALEXANDRIATOYOTA.COM

Make your next service appointment at:

alexandriatoyota.com

28 YEARS OF
RECEIVING THIS

HONOR

Great
Savings

Great
Security

Great
Service

Sales Hours: Mon – Fri: 9am – 9pm | Sat: 9am – 6pm | Sun: 12pm – 5pm 703-684-0700

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. $1,250 Cash Back from Toyota Motor Sales USA, Inc. available on new 2015 Prius.
Customers can receive cash back from Toyota or can apply to down payment. Excludes plug-in models. See dealer for
details. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k miles, whichever comes first. The
new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See participating Toyota dealer for
plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include parts and fluids. Prius
plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date of purchase.
Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/31/2015.

Add Dealer Processing Fee of $599. 0.9% APR financing up to 60 months available to qualified buyers thru Toyota Financial
Services. Total financed cannot exceed MSRP plus options, tax and license fees. 60 monthly payments of $17.05 for each
$1,000 borrowed. Not all buyers will qualify. ToyotaCare covers normal factory scheduled service. Plan is 2 years or 25k
miles, whichever comes first. The new vehicle cannot be part of a rental or commercial fleet, or a livery/taxi vehicle. See par-
ticipating Toyota dealer for plan details. Valid only in the continental U.S. and Alaska. Roadside assistance does not include
parts and fluids. Prius plug-in hybrid comes with an extra year of roadside assistance, for a total of three (3) years from date
of purchase. Lease, APR and Cash Back offers may not be combined. See dealer for details. Offers expire 3/31/2015.

*Covers normal factory scheduled service for 2 years or 25K miles, whichever comes first. See Toyota dealer for details and exclusions. Valid only in the Continental U.S. and Alaska.
**Roadside Assistance does not include parts and fluids. Valid only in the Continental United States and Alaska. 1-800-444-4195.

ToyotaCare
No Cost Service & Roadside

Peace of mind with every new vehicle.
Receive a no-cost maintenance plan*

and roadside assistance** with the purchase
or lease of every new Toyota. For two years or 25,000 miles,

whichever comes first, you and your new Toyota will be covered.

Finance a New 2015
Corolla LE Auto at 0.9%

APR for 60 months.
New 2015 Prius Liftback

$1,250 Cash Back
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