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CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

Take Life One Step At a Ti
Middle, Herndon.

Welcome

Dear Readers:

This week, the Oak Hill/Herndon Con-
nection turns over its pages to the youth
and students.

We asked principals and teachers from
area schools to encourage students to con-
tribute their words, pictures and photos for
our annual Children’s Issue.

The response as always was enormous.
While we were unable to publish every piece
we received, we did our best to put together
a paper with a fair sampling of the submit-
ted stories, poems, drawings, paintings,
photographs and other works of art.

We appreciate the extra effort made by
school staff to gather the materials during
their busy time leading up to the holidays.
We’d also like to encourage both schools and
parents to mark their 2017 calendars for
early December, the deadline for submis-
sions for next year’s Children’s Connection.

i !

me, Photo by Sathiya Kannan, age 13, Carson

L J" gL I .

Please keep us in mind as your children
continue to create spectacular works of art
and inspiring pieces of writing in the com-
ing year.

The children’s issue is only a part of our
year-round commitment to cover education
and our local schools. As always, the Con-
nection welcomes letters to the editor, story
ideas, calendar listings and notices of local
events from our readers. Photos and other
submissions about special events at schools
are especially welcome for our weekly
school pages.

Our preferred method for material is e-
mail, which should be sent to
herndon@connectionnewspapers.com, but
you can reach us by mail at 1606 King
Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 or call 703-
778-9414 with any questions.

EpiTorR KEMAL KURSPAHIC

Fall Activity, by Abhinav Mogili, Grade 3. Floris Elementary, Art Teacher:
Joan Hussey.
wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

HERNDON CONNECTION EDITOR KEMAL KURSPAHIC
703-778-9414 OR HERNDON@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Autumn
Tree, by
Zinat
Nagibullah,
Coates
Elementary,
Grade 1.

Scuba Div-  /
ing, by oy
Amber Li,
age 8, of
Herndon,
Grade 3,
Navy El- |
ementary
School,
Fairfax, -
Teacher: [
Mrs. Barbara &=
Louie, Art
Teacher: Ms.
Yanshun Sui.
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CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

“Fall |
Leaves” *,
by Riya f

Ghate,
Grade 5.

FLORIS
ELEMENTARY

ARTWORK

Submitted by Art
Teacher Joan Hussey.

“Celebrate” (artist Matisse inspired), by Ryan Paul,
Grade 3.

lj_.n i
“Celebrate” (artist Matisse inspired), by “Celebrate” (artist Matisse inspired), by
Yalini Kathamuthu, Grade 3. Sophia Hao, Grade 3.

Wl W L [
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“Celebrate” (artist Matisse inspired), by : 1Y A g ¥ : ¢ i
Dhaya Kumaresan, Grade 3. Self portrait, Hannah Bernstein, Grade 3. “Fall Activity” by Vikky Khvan, Grade 4.
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CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

Catholic School

STVERONICA

UpcominglOpen HolSes: Wednégday, January ith
and\Wednestay,Eebruary i stratio:s0am;

s Ipstructional assistants)in grades) Pre-Kio;2
» Middle school advanced math'tenclude AlgebraianciGe
o [Labl earners science labfor students in gradesiPresiesii
* BusiSenvicesfor studentsiving i Loudounicouiiy
sViiddierSchoplelecuvessorall StdeceEuesIoRs)
wWirelessimobileicomputenlatosatilIno)os
 Pre-Kiprogram for4yeanelds;
: v Before/Extencedidayicare
3460B Centreville Road, Chantilly, VA 20151
703-773-2020 / Fax: 703-991-9103

www.stveronicaschool.org ¢ info@stveronicaschool.org
T——

McNAIR
ELEMENTARY
ART GALLERY

By John-Paul
D’Andrea, age
10, McNair
Elementary,
Grade 5.

!

St tE 4

Welcoming, Diverse, Progressive COMMUNITIES ’E
ST. ANNE'S 0 é
EPISCOPAL F WoRsHIP ©
CHURCH ° Reston ]

7:45 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite |
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il
Sunday School: preschool - grade 2

Music: grades 3 - 7
10:25 a.m. Sunday School Grades 3 to 6

Music 4 years to 2nd grade
11:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il : :
5:00 p.m. Come Just as You Are Contemporary Service To nghh.ght
Nursery care provided at 9:00 a.m. service your Faith
The Rev. John C. N. Hall, Rector Community,
The Rev. Laura Cochran
703-437-6530 Call Karen at
www.stannes-reston.org
1700 Wainwright Dr., Reston 703-917-6468

!

:

e o 2 \& .f} Over 50 Gourmet
- ¥/ — deal ) =) ez, foods to enjoy!
By Jaeda Hunter, age 9, McNair Elemen- By Annie Guevara, age 7, McNair Elemen- | R
tary, Grade 3. tary, Grade 2.

educational nutrition knowledge to help you sustain
yourresits onalong-term bas. 3

‘sessions and ongoing education

LT

McNair
Elementary, -
Grade 5. # /o

HYE=
=)

0ol

T
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CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

DRANESVILLE
ELEMENTARY

ARTWORK
Submitted by Art Teacher Anna Cadin.

By Chris
Crennel,
Grade 5.

Savannah Baker, Grade 5.
Katherine Phillips Dranesville Elementary
5th Grade

By Savannah Baker, Grade 5.

By Emely
Melendez,
Grade 6.

G <« Oak HiLL/HERNDON CONNECTION < CHILDREN'S CONNECTION < 201G - 2017

DRANESVILLE
ELEMENTARY

ARTWORK

Submitted by
Anne Nagy, Art Teacher.

By Kyla Gor-
don, Grade 5.

3
i, A

By Ellie Patton, Grade 5.

By Lian Wasser-Goren, Grade 6.

By Kateryn Garcia
Palacios, Grade 6.

h e

By Teagan Williams, Grade 6.

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Avery Duan, age 5,
Kintergarten,
Crossfield Elemen-
tary, Herndon,
Teacher: Ms.
Biladeau.

Beach Town,
by Lillian
Duan, of &
Herndon, age §
8, Navy .
Elementary,
Teacher: Mrs.
Workman.

“Playing Game” by |

Beach, by

= Lillian Duan,
~ of Herndon,
age 8, Navy
Elementary,

Teacher:

Mrs. Work-
= man.

By Ailee
Byington,
age 5, of
Herndon,
Grade: K,
Teacher:
Yanshun Sui

A Raining School Day, by Winston Wang, age 9, Oak
Hill Elementary, Teacher: Mrs. More.
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CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

COATES ELEMENTARY ARTWORK

“Radial Design” by Edwin Serrano-Flores,
Grade 6. Grade 6.

“Basketball All-
star” by Kaleb
Cabell-Peebles,
Grade 4.
“Queen B” by Breanna “Gorilla”
Bates, Grade 4. by Elias |
Chiadmi,
Grade 5.

8 « Oak HiLL/HERNDON CONNECTION < CHILDREN'S CONNECTION < 201G - 2017

“Super Hero” by Natalie Najera-Luna,

ONE-ARTIST SHOW

Ann Sun, 11, of Herndon, sixth grader at Forestville Elementary in Great
Falls (Teacher: Renee Riddell) submitted three pieces of artwork.

"My future pet"

"Here we go again..."

wWwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM



CHILDREN'S CONNECTION

“Friendship” by Iyla
Sharifahmadian,
age 6, of Fairfax,

Grade 1, Nysmith
School in Herndon.

ers & Online

ECEMBER
R L s s nenmn b sshnanma wanad e Children’s Connection 2016

L Fir-L 1] b R, Wellbeing, Renewal, Resolutions
FIIS2OLT, snonnmvnnnnsnnnnnnsssnsnnnsnnsnnnpuennsinsessss HomeLifeStyle
R E T ] I A+ Camps & Schools
| e P e S e Community Guide
LRSI, i i Winter Fun, Food, Arts &
Entertainment; Valentine's Preview

e e L L Valentine’s Dining & Gifis 1
F ir-L1 ) b Wellbeing - National Children’s Dental

BT i v v i s mim sl o s i g HomeLifeStyle
SR e e e O R L Valentine’s Dining & Gifls 11

T | ] b R e Py PR A+ Camps & Schools

Email SALES@CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM for Special Pricing
e T e Sl N R
Have The Connection emailed

directly to you every week!
www.connectionnewspapers.com/subscribe

AL

Reaching Suburbian Washinglon's Leading Househalds

» Aeondra Guele Packel + e Cosnedion = [k el eeron Cormechon
v At Correcen » P Sty TR oo Coivection » Prstoms Alrara

» Burke Commomor o ol Py Coprwoten = Pesien (onvmction

v iy View ML, Cormacion = Serrghid Conneciion
+Chani iy Coraacton * Moad Yamon Gamie = Vawra Tl Cosrscion

Mewspapers & Crfing
703-7T78-8431

Wtk ConneclonNesisapers. com

“Family Time,” by
Kina Xu, age 6,
Grade 1, The
Nysmith School,
9/ Herndon.

tary, Grade 2, Teacher: Mrs. Stanton.

e — e i e

_——

By Chloe Mia Zhu, age 5, oll" i—lernc-lon, Kindergartén,
Fox Mill Elementary, Teacher: Mrs. Fernandez.

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel
From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

109 down TWO POOR TEACHERS pf’oﬂﬁ‘éttg’?r‘gm
A e Kitchen and Bathroom Remodel our Mobile

ing

o

past 17 years Showroom

and Design
Center

Fully Insured &
Class A Licensed

Since 1999

it !
e T ) :

Adopt/Donate/\Volunteer

www.lostdogandcatrescue.org

lost (adj): 1. unable to find the way.
2. not appreciated or understood.
3. no longer owned or known

Helping Animals Volunteers needed for adoption events, fostering, transporta-
Find Their Way tion, adoption center caretaking and more.
Since 2001

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Seldom Wrong
But This Time
I’'m Write

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Because of the change in some of our
publication deadlines for December, | have
had to write multiple columns weeks in
advance, somewhat unusual for me.
Typically, I write my column five days before
publication, so time-wise, I'm fairly current
and emotionally present as well. Writing
ahead, as December dead-lines (it's nothing
new. |'ve been managing to accommodate
these deadlines for years) is still a bit off-put-
ting. Though | want to think ahead and live
like I have a future; as a cancer patient, it's
difficult not to live in the present. Thinking,
feeling, projecting ahead, seems presumptu-
ous almost.

This is not to imply that I have to some-
how presume a future and write about can-
cer subjects — or not, which have not yet
happened. Hardly. My columns are rarely
time-sensitive or date-specific. Still, my col-
umns are generally better written when I'm
writing from current feelings, facts, circum-
stances, etc. And though many of the feel-
ings, facts and circumstances relating to my
condition don’t exactly change on a daily,
weekly or even monthly basis (thank God!),
surprisingly, my reaction to them sometimes
does. Moreover, writing multiple columns at
one time also forces me to pile onto myself
emotionally the effects of my disease. Which,
if you must know, I'd rather not do. In fact, if
there’s any way | can not think about my
situation, that’s a ‘way’ Id like to be.

Not that | moan and groan or woe is me
about my age 54-and-half-terminal-diagno-
sis, as those who know me or have regularly
read my columns likewise know; but some-
times 1'd prefer not to have my hand forced.
And even though reading or hearing about
other people who have been diagnosed with
lung cancer, or who have succumbed to its
ravages, doesn’t bother me — too much,
really (I've matured); occasionally, 1'd rather
be blissfully ignorant.

Although I readily admit that being igno-
rant too long concerning my disease is hardly
penny-wise but it is most definitely pound-
foolish. The trick is, somehow not getting
consumed by one’s circumstances and main-
taining an optimistic point of view. And since
I’'m a funny guy (though not really fun), I am
able to humor myself — and others, so these
less-than-ideal circumstances under which |
attempt to thrive are not overwhelming,
except when forced to confront my demons
and focus on myself when newspaper dead-
lines are advanced and jumbled and I’'m hav-
ing to write four columns in two weeks
instead of writing one column in one week.

Though it’s not exactly trouble, it is to
quote Jerry Seinfeld from a long-ago Seinfeld
episode, “something.” ‘Something’ | could
likely live without, but ‘something’ unfortu-
nately | must live with, every December. But
I'm a “big boy,” as my father used to tell me,
with “broad shoulders” (figuratively speaking
to my ability to handle the load), so I'll man-
age. In fact, in another paragraph, | will have
completed the task and the presumptive
weight of it will be off my ‘broad shoulders.’

Now | can relax a little bit, exactly what
one (especially this one with cancer) needs.
Between the holidays and advanced dead-
lines, the column-writing and the ad-selling;
I’'m living and learning with my ever-evolving
circumstances (further from the beginning or
closer to the end; | never know).

Nevertheless, | am extremely happy to
have been there and finished doing it yet
again. | hope to see you all back here next
year. Happy Holidays!

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

ZONE [: * RESTON

HOME6-GARDEN

703-778-94ll

ZONE | AD DEADLINE:

EMPLOYMENT

Office  703-335-0654
Mobile 703-499-0522

lektrkman28@gmail.com

Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc...

PAVING PAVING I

Flexible Hours
Must have a valid driver's license

* HERNDON * LoUDOUN CONNECTIONNEWsPAPERs.CoM  GONTRAGTORS Monpay Noow
Tt | TR
At

¢ & =) e e L OLD DOMINION g
"& PSSP | soD, Mulch, Clean-Up ei';!:éﬁé“ﬁo I HOME CARE I
G@”ME&FG;% éﬁ?gﬁ%ﬂﬁdﬁﬂwgg Leaf Re.;noval because there is | [
Recessed Lightng | Hauling. mlpom\yetlﬂon- Immediate Shifts Available I

Ceili F. icense onded/Insure! - - =Willlam vVan norne 1 H
Celing Fans 703-863-7465 CNAs and Companions ‘
I

GUTTER GUTTER

5 GUTTER CLEANING

Gutters and Downspouts Cleaned [
Small Repairs ¢ Gutter Guards ;

PINNACLE SERVICES s
; liczins 103-802-0483 free est. (&

b/ email jamie@lawnsandgutters.com
= web: lawnsandgutters.com

¢ All Concrete work

¢ Retaining Walls ¢ Patios

¢ Decks ¢ Porches (incl.
screened) ® Erosion &
Grading Solutions

¢ French Drains e Sump Pumps

e Driveway Asphalt Sealing

703-863-7465

LICENSED

Serving All of N. Virginia

RN. CONTRACTORS INC

Remodeling Homes, Flooring,
Kitchen & Bath, Windows,
Siding, Roofing, Additions &
Patios, Custom Deck, Painting

We Accept All Major Credit Cards
Licensed, Insured, Bonded ¢ Free Estimates  Class A Lic

Phone: 703-887-3827 ~
E-mail: rncontractorsinc@gmail.com .:.
www.rncontractors.com BBB

GOLDY BRICK

CONSTRUCTION

Walkways, Patios, Driveways,
Flagstone, Concrete

FREE ESTIMATES
Licensed, Insured, Bonded

703-250-6231

BATHROOM REMODELING

by Brennan Bath and Tile

Partial or Full. Kit. Floors, Backsplashes.
Specializing in Ceramic, Porcelain, Glass Tiles
and Natural Stones. Also repair work. 35 yrs exp.

www.brennan-tile.com

703-250-2872

Licensed - Bonded - Insured

Summer Cleanup...
Tree removal, topping & pruning,
shrubbery trimming, mulching,
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

drainage problems, etc.

25 years of experience - Free estimates
703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency

Tree Service

Also Hiring for Live In

I
Olddominionhomecare.com

[ 703-273-0422 i

Educational
Internships

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
E-malil internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

NEWSPAPERS

Cavecrion CLASSIFIED

Classified or Home * Lawn * Garden:
703-917-6400

Employment: 703-917-6464

E-mail: classified @connectionnewspapers.com

J.E.S. Services

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-912-6886

Landscaping & Constructnon
Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

¢ Planting & Landscaping Design

* Drainage & Water Problems

¢ Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New

¢ Patios and Walks ¢ Masonry Work or Dry Laid
¢ Paver, Flagstone, Brick, any style you choose
¢ Retaining walls of all types

All work Guaranteed

THE

DEADLINES
Zones 1,5, 6
Zones 2,3, 4

DEADLINES
Zones 1,5, 6
Zones 2,3, 4

The Mount Vernon Gazette

HOW TO SUBMIT ADS TO

Newspapers & Online

CLASSIFIED

.................... Mon @ noon

.................... Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @ 703-778-9411

EMPLOYMENT

.................... Mon @ noon

.................... Tues @ noon

E-mail ad with zone choices to: classified@connection
newspapers.com or call Andrea @

ZONES

Zone 1: The Reston Connection Zone 4: Centre View North
The Oak Hill/Herndon Connection Centre View South
Zone 2: The Springfield Connection Zone 5: The Potomac Almanac
The Burke Connection Zone 6: The Arlington Connection
The Fairfax Connection The Vienna/Oakton
The Fairfax Station/Clifton/ Connection
Lorton Connection The McLean Connection
Zone 3: The Alexandria Gazette Packet The Great Falls

703-778-9411

Connection
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C 703-778-9411
ZONE I * RESTON LASSIF]ED ZONE | A DEADLINE: Thank You VeteranS”

* HERNDON * LOUDOUN MonDAY NooN
i ON | 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements By: Aparna Pe_”
NEWSEATERS Today is the day that you will be honored,
\'%‘0 LIFHI ME METAL ROOFI NG Today is the day that you will be respected,
SS\'Y It is Veterans Day!! :
b\)“ Wil your roof You are a veteran who fought in the war,
withstand another To save our country and give us freedom!
For Local. .. storm season? You did that by fighting until America's army won the War!
Call us today for a We are very thankful that you have served in the war
'Emflo'y ent free roof inspection! To keep us safe and to have our own rights to learn and,
'Emf.lo/m ' To be who we really are!!
';e:tew:“l . WE FI NAN c E Le Thank you all Veterans!!!

Announcements : . .1,1| B
-Real Estate S - A ARG "'?z“
Cars
- Tvucks 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements By {\parna
Vans Peri, age 10,
o : ” Grade 5,
RV Low Vision Patients with McNair
oats MACULAR DEGENERATION Elementary.
Yavd Sales DMV offers a special permit allowing
Cve low vision patients to drive with
-Hobbies bioptic telescopic glasses.
-And Move! Call for a FREE phone consultation
For A M with Dr. Armstrong, Optornetrlst
Your

Advertwug

Needs. .

It Works.

e et | DONate A Boat
.22 | or Car Today!

By Nikitha
Duraisamy, age 6,

McNair Elementary, |[@Es=a=r=
Boa‘jrAngel o
Place JL g Herndon, Grade 1. I “ k o P, T ke .to
e _ Py WiFh clav, T like fo
Ad “2-Night Free Vacation!” N AR T
mdy | LHOMEARANEL st fequhel NGl oie 3
e e L |ike To F/O\Y
CaBemcron « WWW.boatangel.com ) PRI VPR Sy ,
to your community \ l’nnnl‘d"bﬂlimh“mm TP CRIMES ABAINST CHILIREN - . \/.l_/ _.'. - ; : _“h“' \.j," 5‘ . _J__ I:' I{-—- ,_.‘_- T'—‘.i_'_'ﬁ
21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements Py  w/ T ;_’J bﬂ \J/ S

Unleash your
hidden

superpowers

| Become a foster parent o/

Soccer Game, by
Brayden Ziheng
Wang, age 11, Oak
. Hill Elementary,
Grade 6, Teacher:
Kevin E.

' Monaghan.

Klds

Save 35% & FREE SHIPPING
Call Toll-Free 1-800-270-5919
to Order Item SPX45
or Visit PittmanDavis.com/s P](hdj_

W
UMFS

fgmeribiNoriens
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HERNDON ELEMENTARY ART GALLERY

“Radial Symmetry” by Grade 5 students, Teacher:
Margaret McDonald

By Abdias
Rios-Garcia

By Carlos Abrego-Franco

HERNDON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

By Fanny Sibrian Serrano

Optical Art, Cut Paper Collage, Grade 4, Teacher: Margaret McDonald

By Yoselin Otero-Hernandez

By Kaitlyn Travis

Herndon Elementary First Graders’ Kandinsky Cut Paper Collage, by
(from left) Aline Ayala Salguero, Elsy Lopez Lopez, Kemberly Portillo

Lopez. Teacher: Margaret McDonald.

“Paper Plate Radial Dots” by
Herndon Elementary second grad-
ers, left to right, top to bottom:
Alexsi, Baden, Aaliyah and Valeria.
Teacher: Margaret McDonald.

HERNDON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

“Paper Plate Radial Dots” by
Herndon Elementary second grad-
ers, left to right, top to bottom:
Jace, Katherine, Evan and Laurdes.
Teacher: Margaret McDonald.

“Fall Leaves-Drawing from Observation,” Oil Pastels, by third graders.

Teacher: Margaret McDonald.

By Josalyn Rodriguez-Machoro

By fifth graders in Katy Curran’s class at
Hutchison Elementary in Herndon.

If I could give my mom a gift I'd give a
helpful thing, a hug or a nicest card and
a love candy and if we could go to Viet-
nam to have fun and at home finding the
notes.

—ANDY NGUYEN

If I could give a free gift to my mom
and dad it will be a card, it will be shiny.
Inside the card say i love you. Mom gave
me a kiss in the head. We’d all be happy.

—BRYAN RIVERA-ARGUETA

“Gifts to Give”

If i can give a gift to my mom with no
money it’s going to be Spanish song to make
her feel the best mom in world.

—JOsE HERNANDEZ

I will give you a hug because you have
been really nice to me and you have never
talked behind my back and I trust her be-
cause I have been best friend since second
grade and I have never heard that some-
one says to me that she is talking behind
my back or she said something mean and I
love her like a sister.

—NANCY PARADA-RODRIGUEZ

My Mom and I would like to give her a
card it would say I love you song. I'm so
happy she is the best Mom in the world.
Her food is best in the world.

PS - I love you Mom

—LESLIE PORTILLO

Dear mom, I love you because you do all
the work in the house and you care about
me and our family, that’s why I love you.

—PATRICK CASTILLO

My friends are my family. It will be a hug,
a card of love and a stuffed animal. I will

give a stuffed animal that i have because
it will make her or him feel great. And I
will give her or him help them if they
need help. And I will give them a big
kiss and a big hug, all day long love.
—SANDY ARANA TOME

I will give my mom a hug and a kiss
so she is happy and give her lot of hugs.
—SANTIAGO PANOZO

If i could give a gift to my dad it would
be a handmade ship, because he likes
ships.

—UMAIR BHALL
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