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Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-41) 
is pictured with McGruff the 
Dog at the National Night Out 
event held at the West Spring-
field Government Center on 
Tuesday, Aug. 7, 2018.
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News
Springfield Connection Editor Kemal Kurspahic

703-778-9414 or south@connectionnewspapers.com

By Mike Salmon

The Connection

M
cGruff the Crime Dog and
several officers showed up
at Saratoga pool where
the barbecue was cranking

and residents were out for National Night
Out, Tuesday, Aug. 7. Patrick Sellers was
even sporting an official National Night
Out shirt as he manned the grill, but he
had a confession. “I ordered it online in
2015,” he said.

This year’s event wrestles with thunder and lightning.

National Night Out Breaks Down Barriers

Photo by Mike Salmon/The Connection

Photo contributed

The National Night Out held at the West Springfield Government Center
on Tuesday, Aug. 7, 2018, attended by Del. Eileen Filler-Corn (D-31),
Supervisors Pat Herrity (R-Springfield and John Cook (R-Braddock).

The neighborhood green was the site of barbecue and camaraderie
in Saratoga.

The center of the event was a toss up be-
tween the pool, McGruff or the hot dogs on
the grill, but lifeguard Tristan Chavez no-
ticed the reaction to the canine crime
fighter. “The kids were super excited,” he
said.

Cathleen Turner, an active civic member,
was recruiting for the neighborhood watch
too. The Saratoga community has 1270
homes in all total, divided into single fam-
ily homes, townhouses and apartments, and
each has a homeowners association to get
things in line. “Three years ago, we started
the neighborhood watch, and now there is
about 30 members,” she said.

There was spotty thunder, and at one time
the pool had to close because of it. The

crowd thinned out after a while. “I think
that’s what happened, between six and
seven it was thundering,” said Marie
Robinson.

Saratoga was just one of 217 neighbor-
hoods around Fairfax County that had Na-
tional Night Out events, according to the
Fairfax County Police Department. National
Night Out is an annual community-build-
ing campaign that promotes police-commu-
nity partnerships and neighborhood cama-
raderie to make neighborhoods safer, more
caring places to live. National Night Out
enhances the relationship between neigh-
bors and law enforcement, providing an
opportunity to bring police and neighbors
together under positive circumstances.

It began in 1984 when Matt Peskin,
founder and executive director of National
Association of Town Watch introduced it in
Philadelphia, Pa. as a way to break down
the boundaries between law enforcement
and the community. “Today, 38 million
neighbors in 16 thousand communities
across the nation take part in National Night
Out,” according to the website.

Lifeguards Tristan Chavez and Lindsay Hatch had to close the pool for a
few minutes because of thunder.

Photo by Mike Salmon/The Connection

Patrick Sellers manned the grill in
his official NNO Polo shirt.

Photo by Mike Salmon/The Connection

Lydia Hutchinson, 5, enjoyed the
hot dogs and swimming.
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By Supervisor John C.

Cook

Braddock District

T
he sleepy days of sum
mer are coming to an
end. In a few weeks
children will don their

backpacks and step into yellow
buses when the Fairfax County
Public Schools start on Aug. 28.
Back to School season is a hectic
time for many Fairfax families. This increase
in activity means we all must take extra pre-
cautions to keep our children and neighbors
safe, especially on the road.

Our entire community should be aware dur-
ing the morning and afternoon school com-
mutes. This time of day will bring a flurry of
buses, carpools, cyclists and pedestrians all
across the county. Morning commutes will be
more crowded as more than 1,700 school buses
get back on the road. Drivers should leave a
few minutes earlier to allow for more time in
their commute.

School buses carry thousands of children to
school and back every morning and afternoon.
Please respect their important role in our com-
munity. When a school bus is stopped with red
flashing lights, all cars must stop unless they

are in another lane divided by a
median. So if you are traveling in
a two lane roadway that has no
median, all cars going both direc-
tions have to stop when the bus is
loading or unloading. The same
goes for a two lane roadway with
a center turn lane and a four lane
roadway without a median sepa-
ration. The only time you can con-

tinue driving when a bus is stopped is if you
are driving on the other side of the median.

It is important to also keep in mind that many
children will be walking to school and to neigh-
borhood bus stops. Make sure to yield to chil-
dren crossing the streets, especially near
schools. Look out for crossing guards and fol-
low their instructions. Keep your car off the
cross walk when stopped. Be prepared to stop
for children who may make unexpected move-
ments into roadways. And finally, follow the
school zone speed limits when the signs are
flashing. Most school zones have a 25 mph
speed limit, but they may vary.

Parents, please remind your children about
street, pedestrian, and bus safety. Try to get to
the bus stop early so no one gets hurt while
rushing to catch the bus. If you are crossing a

roadway, make sure that cars are stopped in
both directions before crossing. Teach them to
use designated crosswalks if they are available
and only approach the bus once it has come to
a full stop. If you have young drivers in the
family, take time to review the rules about
school zones and school buses.

Every Fairfax County child has the right to
an education. We all must work together to
protect that right by making sure students
travel safely to and from school. Please help
us keep Fairfax County students safe this year.

Back to School Safety Tips

Opinion

Adapted from a 2016 editorial ...

H
as your organization been fea-
tured in the Connection News-
papers, or the Alexandria Ga-
zette Packet or the Mount Vernon

Gazette or the Centre View or the Potomac
Almanac?

Have any of our papers taken note of your
business when you and/or your employees
pitch in to help the community? Or when you
opened your doors or celebrated a mile-
stone?

Are you an elected official whose
messages are enhanced by coverage of
issues in the Connection?

Do you work for a part of local government
that has asked for help getting the word out
about a need or a new initiative or accomplish-
ments?

I have a special favor to ask:
Buy an ad in our 2018 Newcomers and Com-

munity Guide. Please.
Show your support for our organization

which continues to be here to support the
forces of good in our communities.

Our annual Newcomers and Community
Guide is a pullout section that will appear in
the the Aug. 22, 2018 edition of all 15 Con-
nection Newspapers, published by Local Me-
dia Connection. Deadline is Aug. 16.

We are striving to create a quality special is-
sue, and we need your help. Whether you in-
vest in a small ad in a single paper (super af-

fordable), or a full page in all 15 of our papers
(super value), we appreciate your help this
month.

To put on my publisher’s hat (and not my
editor’s hat) for a minute, if you have a mar-
keting budget, and you value coverage of lo-
cal newspapers (not just ours), why wouldn’t
you spend a portion of that budget (any por-
tion) supporting that platform? Heed the cau-
tionary tale in the closures of many newspa-
pers in the last couple of years.

But this request is more than a chari-
table effort.

For the same reasons that organiza-

tions, businesses and campaigns know they
want local newspaper coverage, newspaper ad-
vertising is an effective way to reach voters,
residents, clients. The Connection reaches
more than 150,000 readers, in print and online,
including remarkable demographics. Our read-
ers include local and national decision makers
in the public and private sector.

The deadline for the Newcomers and Com-
munity Guide is Aug. 17. Digital enhancements
and support are available. Email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-
778-9431 for more information.

Buy an ad in our annual Newcomers and Community Guide, please.

An Open Letter to Readers and More

We need help from our readers for our an-
nual Newcomers and Community Guide.

We’re hoping to share special places, activi-
ties, events, organizations and volunteer op-
portunities. What should someone new to your
neighborhood know about? Events that should
not be missed? Organizations that do a great
job? Places to volunteer? Tips for navigating
your PTA or your school’s front office? A great
place to see the sunset? We’d love to have your
photos to go along with your suggestions.

What are your favorite parks? Favorite his-
toric sites? Lunch place? Spot for coffee? What
tips do you have for someone getting to know
the community?

We will publish a selection of local tips along
with a plethora of information useful to new-

comers and long-time residents alike, includ-
ing our award-winning Insiders Guide to the
Parks, and information on how to vote and
more.

See last year’s community guides by going
to www.connectionnewspapers.com/PDFs/
and scrolling down to Newcomers.

Email tips and photos to
editors@connectionnewspapers.com or send
as a letter to the editor via the website at http:/
/www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/
letter/ by Wednesday, Aug. 15.

— Mary Kimm

For information on advertising, email
sales@connectionnewspapers.com or call 703-778-
9431. See www.connectionnewspapers.com/
advertising.

Share Tips about Community

Editorial

Commentary

Write
The Connection welcomes views on any

public issue.
The deadline for all material is noon Friday.

Letters must be signed. Include home address
and home and business numbers. Letters are

routinely edited for libel, grammar, good
taste and factual errors.

Send to:

Letters to the Editor
The Connection
1606 King St.

Alexandria VA 22314
Call: 703-917-6444.

By e-mail: south@connectionnewspapers.com

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

@SprConnect
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Select your
products from

our Mobile
Showroom
and Design

Center
Fully Insured &

Class A Licensed
Since 1999

Free Estimates
703-214-8384

From Now to WOW in 5 Days Guarantee

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

Home of the $6,850 Bathroom Remodel

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

10% down
nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

COMMUNITIES OF WORSHIP

bb
To Advertise Your

Community of Worship,
Call 703-778-9418

Worship Gathering – Sunday 8:45 & 11 AM
Sunday School 10:10 AM

Sun. Evening – Realtime Worship & Youth 6 PM
Family Night – Wednesday 7:15 PM

Home Life Groups, College/Young Adult
Ministries, and Living Free Support Groups

Visit our Website: jccag.org

4650 Shirley Gate Road, Fairfax
Bill Frasnelli, PASTOR   703-383-1170

“Loving People to Life”

News

A 50-year-old
Fairfax County Public
Schools teacher is fac-
ing two felony
charges after an in-
vestigation by Child
Exploitation Unit into
an online interaction.

A detective posing
as a teenager was
contacted by a
stranger through a
social media applica-
tion. The suspect initiated a con-
versation and solicited for sexual
contact with the detective. He also
sent a sexually explicit image, pre-
sumably of himself, to the detec-
tive. Detectives identified Norman
Achin, of Woodbridge, as the per-
son who made the contact online.
He was arrested and charged with
attempted indecent liberties and
use of a communication device to
solicit a minor. He is currently be-

ing held without
bond at the Fairfax
County Adult Deten-
tion Center. Achin
was a teacher at
Westfield High School
and West Springfield
High School for the
2017-2018 winter
school year.  Achin is
currently suspended
without pay.

Detectives are look-
ing into the possibility there may
be additional victims.  They are
asking for anyone with information
or who experienced a similar inci-
dent with Achin to contact them
at 703-246-7800. Tips can also be
submitted anonymously through
Crime Solvers by visiting http://
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org, or
text-a-tip by texting “TIP187” plus
your message to CRIMES
(274637).

By Mike Salmon

The Connection

W
hite Oaks Elemen
tary School is in
the midst of a
three-year renova-

tion to modernize the facilities for
students, create more recreation
areas and improve the access to
the aging school building.

Straddling the Burke-Springfield
boundary off Old Keene Mill Road,
the renovation includes a 20,000
square-foot addition that contains
several classrooms, a band room
and two art classrooms. The reno-
vation has also increased the ca-
pacity of the school’s cafeteria,
enlarged the kitchen and library,
and added several flexible learn-
ing spaces. According to school
public information official John
Torre, the total price tag for the
renovation is $17,263,000.
Scheibel Construction Co. is doing

the work and the funding for the
project was included in the 2015
School Bond Referendum.

In addition to the interior up-
grades, the outside of White Oaks
is also receiving a face lift. The
school site will have a larger park-
ing lot, new basketball court and
a redesigned bus loop that in-
cludes parking for staff and visi-
tors. At the end of the project a
new playing field and baseball
field will be installed.

According to Torre, the heavier
and noisier work is done before 8:30
a.m. to minimize any disruptions
during class time. At times, they will
switch to a temporary evening shift
for heavy demolition work.

This project began during the
summer of 2016 and is projected
to be completed in February, 2019.

Several Fairfax County elemen-
tary schools are currently under-
going renovations including
Cherry Run, Forestville, Newington
Forest, Waynewood, Hollin Mead-
ows and Mount Vernon Woods.
White Oaks is in Region 4, and the
high schools at the top of the pyra-
mids in Region 4 are Centreville,
Lake Braddock, Robinson, South
County, and West Springfield.

White Oaks Renovation Is One of Several Underway
Price tag for
renovations is
over $17 million.

Photo by Mike Salmon/The Connection

At White Oaks Elementary school, there are upgrades taking place to facilities inside
and out, but students will have to work around the construction this coming year.

West Springfield, Westfield
Teacher Arrested

Photo courtesy FCPD

Norman Achin

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
Docents Needed. Sundays 1-4

p.m. at the Fairfax Station
Railroad Museum, 11200 Fairfax
Station Road in Fairfax Station.
Greet museum visitors and tell
them about the exhibits, the
museum and the its railroad and

Civil War history. Ideal for those
interested in railroads, the Civil War
and Northern Virginia history.
Training and orientation provided.
Other volunteer opportunities are
gardening, publicity and exhibit
planning. Call 703-945-7483.



6  ❖  Springfield Connection  ❖  August 9-15, 2018 www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

HomeLifeStyle

By Marilyn Campbell

T
he sight of store shelves overflowing
with school glue sticks and crayons sig-
nals that the beginning of school is just
around the corner. While squeezing in

one last vacation, the thought of turning an eye to
getting one’s home in order before the school bell
rings might be met with dread.

“It can feel like a daunting task to organize when
artwork overflows from school or small trinkets come
home from birthday parties, the end of summer is a
great time to purge a lot of unnecessary items to make
way for new school year ahead,” said Allie Mann,
designer-senior interiors specialist, Case Design/Re-
modeling. “And it’s always a great time to donate
gently used items as well.”

“Especially now as families are preparing to get
back to school, it’s so important to get organized,”
added Anne M. Walker, Esq., Allied ASID, Owner +
Principal Anne Walker Design LLC. “Nothing is more
stressful than searching for something when you’re
already five minutes late, it’s pouring down rain, it’s
picture day at school, and you have a big work meet-
ing in 45 minutes.”

Now that organization is often considered a part
of interior design, the tools and hacks available are
more stylish and innovative than ever, say local de-
signers. “In a kitchen in Old Town, Alexandria I in-
stalled four shallow drawers underneath the
countertop at the island — one for each family mem-
ber,” said Sarah Glenn, interior designer and project
manager, Braswell Design+Build, Alexandria. “I de-
signed the drawers to be just large enough to store
school papers and a laptop so that each family mem-
ber would have a dedicated temporary storage space
without creating four individual junk drawers.”

A Potomac, Md. family recently enlisted Walker’s
help in redesigning and reorganizing their home from
top to bottom with an eye toward all things chic and
stylish. She began in the bedrooms of the family’s
teenage daughter, creating custom closets.

“After the new closet was installed, I spent the bet-
ter part of two days helping this teen fill the closet
with all of her belongings, putting things where they
were visible and readily accessible,” she said. “Orga-
nization is important primarily because of the time
it saves. If you can find what you need to get out the
door right away, you can sleep 20 minutes later.”

A similar closet was created for the family’s middle
school aged son. “Amazing how even young children
can keep their rooms tidy as long as there’s a system
in place that they can understand and is practical
enough for them to use,” said Walker. “If you know
exactly where all of your clothes are, and exactly
where to put them back after laundering them, it
will seem like you just won the lottery. You won’t
believe how many things you have, many of which
have been long forgotten, stuffed in the back of some
drawer or under the bed.”

One of the most important tasks on Walker’s
agenda was organizing a large basement space with
abundant shelving to create a home office. “In an
office this size, children could easily use it for home-
work while the parent was working there, also,” she
said. “Sometimes it’s calming and comforting just to
be in the same space, even if you aren’t actually help-
ing the child with their work.”

A home’s mudroom is supposed to serve as a gate-
way into the main house, creating order and keep-
ing clutter from overflowing into the home’s inte-
rior, but often that isn’t the case as clutter overtakes
the space. In a recent mudroom project, Mann in-
corporated elements into the design that addressed
the family’s lifestyle. “Cubbies and bench storage for
sports and after-school activities for older children
are a must,” she said. “If space allows, allocating a
designated cubbie for each child is best to keep things
separated and from getting lost.”

“With organization, you are constantly trying to
strike a balance between carving out enough space
for a specific function without over-organizing to the
point that you lose flexibility to change what you
store as your life evolves,” added Glenn.

Home organizing saves
space and time.

Preparing for New School Year

Hooks for backpacks and jackets, like this
one by Allie Mann of Case Design/Remod-
eling, are a must for an organized mud-
room.
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Photo courtesy of Nicely Done Kitchens and Baths

This kitchen by Nicely Done Kitchens and
Baths features custom cabinets of painted
Maplewood and quartz countertops. An
abundance of drawer space helps with
organization.

Photo courtesy of Anne Walker

Interior designer Anne Walker installed a
custom closet by Capitol Closet Design in
the bedroom of this Potomac. Md. home to
create an organized space in time for
school.
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buffa’s
dance

studio

QUALITY INSTRUCTION
IN A QUALITY

ENVIRONMENT

9570-H BURKE RD.
BURKE VILLAGE

CENTER II

CALL 703-425-5599

12,000 sq. ft. of performing space
with professional sprung floors

www.buffas.com • buffadance@msn.com

Come
Join
the fun!

(Established in 1980)
Home of Burke Civic Ballet

• Pre-School Dance Movement – Ages 3 and 4
• Hip Hop • Lyrical/Contemporary • Ballet • Tap
• Jazz • Pointe • Modern • Acro • Musical Theater
• Aerial Silks • Performing Companies Grades K–12
• Beginner to Advanced • Professional Instructors

Celebrating
39 Years
of Dance

Excellence!

Your “Nicely Done” Kitchen or Bath is Right Around the Corner!
A “One-Stop Shop” That Goes Above and Beyond Your Imagination

Kings’s Park Shopping Center
8934 Burke Lake Road, Springfield VA 22151
703-764-3748  www.nicelydonekitchens.com

Find us on Houzz,
Facebook, & Angie’s List!

Fairfax Station
Railroad
Museum Seeks
Volunteers

The Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum needs volunteer docents
on Sunday afternoons from 1-4
p.m. Greet museum visitors and

tell them about the
exhibits, the Mu-
seum and its rail-
road and Civil War
history. Ideal for

people who live in the Fairfax,
Burke, Clifton, Lorton or Fairfax
Station area and want to help the
community through volunteerism.

Docents should possess good
people skills. This is a perfect op-
portunity for those interested in
railroads, the Civil War and North-
ern Virginia history. Training and
orientation provided. Other volun-
teer opportunities are gardening,
publicity and exhibit planning.
The Museum is located at 11200
Fairfax Station Road in Fairfax Sta-
tion. Call Michael at 703-945-
7483 for more information.

News

Area

Roundups

Bulletin Board

Submit civic/community announce-
ments at ConnectionNewspapers.com/
Calendar. Photos and artwork welcome.
Deadline is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is

looking to expand its team of
volunteers for the upcoming tax
season. Tax-Aide, now in its 51st
year, offers free in-person
preparation and assistance to anyone,
especially those 50 and older, who
can’t afford a tax preparation service.
Volunteers make a difference in their
communities by assisting many older,
lower-income taxpayers, and their
families, who might otherwise miss
out on the tax credits and deductions
they’ve earned. To learn about
volunteer opportunities, visit
aarpfoundation.org/taxaide or call 1-
888-OUR-AARP (1-888-687-2277).

MENTAL HEALTH SERVICES
The Fairfax-Falls Church

Community Services Board’s
Merrifield Center offers a new
stand-up information kiosk. Part of a
pilot project, the new feature aims to
improve the customer service
experience and decrease wait times
for individuals who are seeking
mental (behavioral) health services.
To check in, individuals respond to
five simple questions, then the CSB’s
Patient Track software alerts staff.
Based on clinicians’ schedules and
availability, as well as the needs of
the client, individuals are triaged and
seen by the next available staff
member. For more information on
available services, call the CSB at
703-383-8500 (Monday-Friday, 9
a.m.-5 p.m.). In an emergency 24/7,
call CSB Emergency Services at 703-
573-5679 or the Fairfax Detox Center
at 703-502-7000 (TTY 703-322-
9080).

See Bulletin,  Page 11
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By Ken Moore

The Connection

P
rovidence District Supervisor
Linda Q. Smyth experienced a
short-term rental operating ille
gally in her neighborhood. “I

have the distinction, perhaps dubious, of
being the board member with an Airbnb
situation a half block from my house,” said
Smyth.

“So I’ve seen the operation of it, It has
not been a happy situation, it’s been a dis-
ruption for the neighbors, and it’s been dif-
ficult,” she said.

Smyth was one of three supervisors to
vote against the short-term lodging regula-
tions that passed the board on Tuesday, July
31, to go into effect on Oct. 1.

“If we had required that the host be
present during the short-term lodging con-
tract period, I think I could have gone along
with it, because the host is the neighbor and
that’s the person the neighbors would
know,” she said. “But because we are not
doing that I really still have major reserva-
tions because of experience.”

“I cannot support it,” Smyth said.
Despite the estimated 1,500 short-term

rentals operating in the county to date, the
county has only received 80 complaints
about short-term lodgings, according to
county documents.

“I do believe that owner operators, where
they are not present during the rental,
where the home isn’t the owner’s residence,
are really operating a business in our neigh-
borhoods,” said Springfield District Super-
visor Pat Herrity. “And it does change the
residential character of our neighborhoods,
and I’ve alway supported protecting those
neighborhoods,” he said, during the board’s
meeting Tuesday.

“But I am concerned, on the other side,
that we lose tourism benefits, that this re-
ally is like Uber and Lyft, part of the new
economy. It is something done across the
country,” Herrity said.

Herrity, who represented the second vote
against the the short-term lodging plan,
asked the board on July 31 to take more
time to study the “complexity of the issues.”

“I think there’s good reason that the Gen-
eral Assembly took two years to address it,”
he said.

Braddock District Supervisor John C.
Cook was the final vote against the plan.

“I share some of Supervisor Smyth’s over-
all concern with the concept, but I also rec-
ognize that we have to be responsive to a
changing economy,” Cook said.

“To me, the way to address the impacts
on the surrounding community are to en-
force existing law,” he said. “We have a zon-
ing ordinance and we have it for a reason.”

“Occupancy limits are designed to make
sure our homes don’t overwhelm the area,”
said Cook.

FOR MORE THAN A YEAR, county plan-
ning commissioners, planning staff and
Board of Supervisors have been interacting
with county residents about regulating rent-

following requirements:
❖ Owners or renters must be permanent

residents of the property they offer for short-
term lodging

❖ Properties may be rented for no more
than 60 days per calendar year.

❖ Lodgers will be limited to six adults,
all be associated with the same rental con-
tract

❖ Only one contract per night is allowed
❖ Operators must identify an authorized

agent, not including themselves, who will
be available in to address problems that
arise while a property is being rented.

❖ There must be one designated parking
space available for lodgers.

❖ Postings must include the short-term
lodging permit number

❖ Postings must identify the location of
the required parking space

❖ Properties may not be rented for events
or commercial purposes like parties, wed-
dings or fundraisers.

❖ Properties must be made available for
inspection by county code enforcement in-
spectors upon request, and comply with
state building safety rules

❖ Two-year permit will cost $200
❖ Operators must pay transient occu-

pancy taxes
❖ Homeowners associations and commu-

nity associations can still prohibit short-term
lodgings within their subdivision or devel-
opment

MOUNT VERNON District Supervisor
Daniel Storck identified short-term rentals
as entrepreneurism.

“This is the new economy, this is
entrepreneurism, this is exactly what it is.
You’re always kind of skating near the
edges of what’s legal or not legal, what the
rules are or not the rules, because that’s
part of what creates change in society,” said
Storck.

“We’re here, and now we have to address
it. As an entrepreneur I don’t want to shut
it down but at the same time, I have a lot of
concerns,” he said.

Chairman Sharon Bulova said the board’s
decision “was not an easy one.”

“Short-term lodging, while people have
been doing that sort of thing over the years,
it hasn’t really had a name and hasn’t been
something that’s been recognized in our
zoning ordinance. But it’s becoming some-
thing that is popular and that people are
doing,” Bulova said during the meeting.
“Without any kind of regulation or oversight
I feel that we could be interfering with the
quiet enjoyment of people’s neighborhoods
and homes.

“There were many factors to consider and
various ways the county could go about
regulating or restricting. Through today’s
decision, the Board of Supervisors aimed
to strike the right balance between allow-
ing short-term rentals to operate in Fairfax
County under certain circumstances, while
protecting the character and quiet enjoy-
ment of residential neighborhoods in Fairfax
County,” she said.

als such as those advertised on Airbnb,
VRBO and FlipKey.

Interest has been high.
More than 7,500 people took part in an

online survey. Hundreds of people attended
dozens of public meetings. More than 45
people signed up to speak at the Board of
Supervisors public hearing on the topic on
July 10, 2018, cumulatively speaking for
hours.The public hearing before the Plan-
ning Commission in May lasted more than
four hours.

“I am fortunate that the McLean Citizens
Association, they represent 60,000 residents
in my district, took this very seriously,” said
Dranesville District Supervisor John W.
Foust.

“And they recognize that this is going to
be a balancing act, they identified the ad-
vantages, additional income for the
homeowners, making homes more afford-
able, providing a cheaper alternative to
hotels, and providing an opportunity to
meet people from other states and coun-
tries,” said Foust.

“They warn that there are concerns that
they wanted raised. And one was the im-
pact on the character of the neighborhood,
very legitimate, introduction of commercial
uses in a residential area, parking and traf-
fic on local streets, safety and security, noise
and trash, impact on homeowner associa-
tion and condo agreements, and enforce-
ability,” he said.

Sully District Supervisor Kathy Smith, as
chairman of Development Process Commit-
tee, spearheaded the board’s efforts to fi-
nalize regulations to be passed.

“We’ve been at this for a long time. The
General Assembly took a couple of years to
come up with the code allowing us to do
this,” said Smith.

“In reflecting, we’re really here because
people change how they do things, we’ve
developed a sharing economy, we have
shared rides, we have this with the hous-
ing,” said Smith. “And sometimes local gov-
ernment is a little bit behind the changes.”

SURVEY RESPONSES revealed that 82

percent of respondents thought short-term
rentals should be allowed in single family
homes; 74 percent answered that they
should be allowed in townhouses; 76 per-
cent answered they should be allowed in
condominiums. Fully 40 percent of respon-
dents said they had first-hand experience
with short-term rentals.

“While it would be nice to wait, I don’t
think waiting is going to yield us any new
information that we don’t already have to-
day,” said Lee District Supervisor Jeff McKay.

“You’re going to have people who don’t
understand it, you’re going to have people
who love it and want no regulations, and
you’re going to have people who don’t want
these anywhere in the county,” he said.

The county will examine how the regula-
tions are working after 18 months.

“I do think it is an issue that we need to
set rules of engagement, put them in the
ordinance, test them, see what’s happen-
ing, allow people who are doing these in a
way that doesn’t impact the rest of the com-
munity, a legal means by which to do that,”
said McKay.

NEW RULES go into effect Oct. 1, 2018,
allowing homes to be rented out as short-
term lodgings with restrictions.

“I think the enforcement issue is going to
be a big deal,” said Foust. “I do remind
people that this is currently illegal, and
we’ve got thousands of people doing it. So
we’re going to make it legal, let’s hope that
they respect that it will now be legal and
they live within the confines of the law.”

These rentals will generate an estimated
$428,268 in new transient occupancy taxes
a year based upon the estimated 1,500 ac-
tive listings, according to the county. Of this
amount, $249,823 would go to the county’s
budget fund and the remaining amount
would be used to support tourism and re-
gional transportation as required by state
law.

SHORT-TERM RENTALS will be allowed
in single-family homes, townhouses, con-
dos, mobile homes and apartments with the

Legalizing Short-Term Rentals

News

New regulations will permit homeowners
to rent out homes up to 60 days a year.

Possible listings through short-term rental sites, including Burke and
Fairfax near George Mason.
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Entertainment

Submit entertainment announcements
at www.connectionnewspapers.com/Cal-
endar/. The deadline is noon on Friday.
Photos/artwork encouraged.

CAMP
Youth Arts Summer Camps. At

Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Road, Lorton. Multiple
sessions available for ages 3-17.
Themes include Doodle Tots (ages 3-
5), Visual Arts Explorers (ages 6-10),
Fine Arts Innovators (ages 11-13),
Summer Arts Intensive for Young
Adults (ages 14-17), Short Film, and
Game Design. New Music and
Theatre Camps include Let’s Play
Guitar Camp, Vocal Arts Camp,
Performing Arts Summer Camp
Challenge, and Experimental Theatre
Project Camp. Visit
www.workhousearts.org.

ONGOING
Art Exhibit: Free Beer (and other

lies). Through Sept. 2, at Arches
Gallery at Workhouse Arts Center,
Building 9, 9518 Workhouse Way.,
Lorton. Featuring works by John
Hartt, who is known for his quirky oil
paintings which have been described
as strangely comforting. His latest
kooky collection, “Free Beer (and
other lies),” explores some of the
concepts and stories surrounding
beer, drunkenness and lies as only
Hartt can interpret them. Visit
www.workhousearts.org. For more
information about John Hartt, visit
www.jortt.com.

The Sunday Farmers’ Market.
Through Oct. 21, 10 a.m.-2 p.m. at
10500 Page Ave., Fairfax — one
block from West and Main streets
behind the Wells Fargo Bank and
adjacent to the Historic Fairfax
County Courthouse. Visit
www.fairfaxsundaymarket.com.

Saturday Community Farmers’
Market. Through Oct. 27, 8 a.m.-1
p.m. at 10500 Page Ave., Fairfax —
one block from West and Main
streets behind the Wells Fargo Bank
and adjacent to the Historic Fairfax
County Courthouse. Visit
www.fairfaxsaturdaymarket.com.

Farmers Market. Saturdays, 10 a.m.-2
p.m. at Springfield Town Center,
6699 Spring Mall Drive, Springfield.
Visit www.facebook.com/
SpringfieldFoodworks/.

THURSDAY/AUG. 9
Evenings on the Ellipse with

Robin and Linda Williams. 5:30-
7 p.m. at the Fairfax County
Government Center, 12000
Government Center Parkway, Fairfax.
The Evenings on the Ellipse summer
concert series is a family-friendly
event featuring a wide range of
musical genres. Paradise Springs
Winery and The Winery at Bull Run
will be providing complimentary
tastings; glasses of wine and full
bottles available for purchase. A
Farmers Market (2:30-6:30 p.m.) will
also be on site selling fresh fruit and
savory snacks. Rain or shine. Free.
Visit fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances.

Hometown Thursdays: Lesson
Zero. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at Old Town
Square, 10415 North St., Fairfax.
Third Thursdays in May-September.
The new series will host local bands
from the Fairfax area. Meet up with
friends, grab dinner at one of the
many restaurants in downtown, and
listen to great music. A free, family-
friendly event for all ages. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/government/
parks-recreation/special-events/
hometown-thursdays.

FRIDAY/AUG. 10
Burke Lake Golf Center Junior

Club Championship. 8 a.m. at

Burke Lake Park, 6915 Ox Road,
Fairfax Station. Junior golfers age 7-
17 will compete in this season-ending
tournament from 8 a.m. to noon.
This is an 18-hole, individual stroke
tournament for all age divisions: 10
& under, 11-13, and 14-17. There
will be closest-to-the-pin contests and
prizes for first-, second- and third-
place in all three divisions, plus a
special prize for overall low-gross
champion. $20 for junior program
members and $30 for non-junior
program players; includes lunch. Call
703-323-6600 or visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/burke-
lake.

B-I-N-G-O. 7 p.m. at Fire Station 3,
4081 University Drive, Fairfax. Enjoy
free coffee, entertaining callers, a
friendly atmosphere, $1,000
guaranteed jackpot, treasure chest
progressive raffles, and good food
available for purchase. All proceeds
go to purchasing fire and rescue
equipment. Visit www.fairfaxvfd.com
or call 703-273-3638.

Movies Under the Moon: Moana. 8
p.m. at Van Dyck Park, 3740 Old Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Enjoy a night
under the stars in Van Dyck Park
with family and friends with a movie
for all ages to enjoy. Free admission,
bring chairs and blankets.

SATURDAY/AUG. 11
Community Family Safety Day. 10

a.m.-2 p.m. at 11230 Waples Mill
Road, Fairfax. Sponsored by Jubilee
Christian Center, Focus Family
Martial Arts, and other local
businesses and organizations. Free
activities, including: inflatables,
demonstrations on how to keep
children safe, and sno-cones. Food
vendors will be on-site. Call 703-383-
1170 or visit www.jccag.org.

Opening Reception: Free Beer
(and other lies). 6-9 p.m. at
Arches Gallery at Workhouse Arts
Center, Building 9, 9518 Workhouse
Way., Lorton. Artist John Hartt is
known for his quirky oil paintings
which have been described as
strangely comforting. His latest
kooky collection, “Free Beer (and
other lies),” explores some of the
concepts and stories surrounding
beer, drunkenness and lies as only
Hartt can interpret them. Visit

www.workhousearts.org. For more
information about John Hartt, visit
www.jortt.com.

Mount Vernon Nights. 7 p.m. at
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Road, Lorton. This series
of free, public concerts features a
variety of musical performances
reflecting Fairfax County’s diversity,
culture and community spirit. Bring a
picnic dinner and a blanket and enjoy
one of Fairfax County’s special
summer traditions. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/mt-vernon-nights.

MONDAY/AUG. 13
Donation Deadline. During bank

hours at Sonabank, 10855 Fairfax
Blvd, Fairfax. Sonabank is collecting
school supplies at all branches,
including: notebook paper, three-ring
binders, spiral notebooks,
composition notebooks, No. 2
pencils, pencil pouches, colored
pencils, calculators, crayons, pencil
erasers, dry erase marker, glue sticks,
bottle glue, pocket folders, three-
prong folders, pocket dictionaries,
markers, highlighters, rulers, tissues,
hand sanitizers, copy paper, sticky
notes, backpacks and blunt-end
safety scissors. Visit
www.sonabank.com.

TUESDAY/AUG.14
Farm to Fairfax Market. 10 a.m.-2

p.m. at Old Town Square, 10415
North St., Fairfax. The market, will
be producers-only – meaning that all
vendors at the market may only sell
what they raise on their farms or
make from scratch using local
ingredients as much as possible. May-
September, weather permitting. Call
703-385-7893.

Erin’s Epic Stories. 10:30 a.m. at Old
Town Square, 10415 North St.,
Fairfax. A variety of children’s
activities and entertainment in Old
Town Square at the pergola,
Tuesdays June-August. Weather
permitting. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/government/
parks-recreation/old-town-square.

Wagging Tails and Dogfish Ale.
11:30 a.m.-11 p.m. at Dogfish Head
Alehouse, 13041 Lee Jackson
Memorial Highway, Fairfax. Dogfish

Head Alehouse will donate 15
percent of proceeds to Guiding Eyes
for the Blind. There will also be a
raffle and silent auction. Visit
www.dogfishalehouse.com.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 15
Springfield Nights. 7 p.m. at Burke

Lake Park, 7315 Ox Road, Fairfax
Station. Featuring: Dr. FU (Rock/
Cover Band). Bring a picnic dinner,
blankets, your dog, and lawn chairs
and relax with friends and family.
Beer and food will be available for
purchase. Call 703-451-8873.

WEDNESDAY-THURSDAY/AUG. 15-16
Studio Ghibli: Howl’s Moving

Castle. Wednesday, 7 p.m.
(Japanese with English subtitles);
Thursday, 11 a.m. (English dubbed)
at Angelika Film Center – Mosaic,
2911 District Ave., Fairfax. The
Angelika Mosaic will feature
animated films from the celebrated
Studio Ghibli praised for their
originality, stunning animation, and
ambitious storytelling. All tickets are
regular admission. Visit
www.AngleikaFilmCenter.com.

THURSDAY/AUG. 16
Evenings on the Ellipse with Doc

Scantlin and his Imperial
Palms Orchestra. 5:30-7 p.m. at
the Fairfax County Government
Center, 12000 Government Center
Parkway, Fairfax. The Evenings on
the Ellipse summer concert series is a
family-friendly event featuring a
wide range of musical genres.
Paradise Springs Winery and The
Winery at Bull Run will be providing
complimentary tastings; glasses of
wine and full bottles available for
purchase. A Farmers Market (2:30-
6:30 p.m.) will also be on site selling
fresh fruit and savory snacks. Rain or
shine. Free. Visit fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/performances.

Aviation and World War II. 7-8:30
p.m. at Kings Park Library, 9000
Burke Lake Road, Burke. World War
II marked a new era in aviation
technology, weaponry and strategy.
Christian Godart of the National, Air
and Space Museum’s Stephen F.
Udvar-Hazy Center will discuss the

important role aviation played in the
Battle of Britain. Intended audience:
adults and teens. Free. Call Kings
Park Library Information at 703-978-
5600 or visit
librarycalendar.fairfaxcounty.gov/
event/3545032.

FRIDAY/AUG. 17
B-I-N-G-O. 7 p.m. at Fire Station 3,

4081 University Drive, Fairfax. Enjoy
free coffee, entertaining callers, a
friendly atmosphere, $1,000
guaranteed jackpot, treasure chest
progressive raffles, and good food
available for purchase. All proceeds
go to purchasing fire and rescue
equipment. Visit www.fairfaxvfd.com
or call 703-273-3638.

SATURDAY/AUG. 18
The Holy Yoga Experience. 9 a.m.-1

p.m. at Living Savior Lutheran
Church, 5500 Ox Road, Fairfax
Station. The half-day event includes
Holy Yoga practice, instruction, Bible
study, worship and fellowship. It’s an
opportunity for people of all levels of
yoga experience to engage with the
local Holy Yoga community. $15. Call
571-239-3416 or visit
www.holyyoga.net.

Pet Adoption Event. 11 a.m.-2 p.m.
at Pet Supplies Plus, 11054 Lee
Highway, Fairfax. Find a new forever
animal friend with the help of the
City of Fairfax Animal Control and
Animal Shelter. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/government/
police/programs/animal-control/
adopt-a-pet.

Mount Vernon Nights. 7 p.m. at
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Road, Lorton. This series
of free, public concerts features a
variety of musical performances
reflecting Fairfax County’s diversity,
culture and community spirit. Bring a
picnic dinner and a blanket and enjoy
one of Fairfax County’s special
summer traditions. Visit
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
performances/mt-vernon-nights.

SUNDAY/AUG. 19
Table Top N Gauge Model Train

Display. 1-4 p.m. at the Fairfax
Station Railroad Museum, 11200
Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax Station.
Table Top N Gauge Model Trains
(TTRAK) will be on display and
running. Ages 16 and older, $4; 5-15,
$2; 4 and under, free. Visit
www.fairfax-station.org,
www.facebook.com/FFXSRR, or call
703-425-9225.

TUESDAY/AUG. 21
Farm to Fairfax Market. 10 a.m.-2

p.m. at Old Town Square, 10415
North St., Fairfax. The market, will
be producers-only – meaning that all
vendors at the market may only sell
what they raise on their farms or
make from scratch using local
ingredients as much as possible. May-
September, weather permitting. Call
703-385-7893.

Erin’s Epic Stories. 10:30 a.m. at Old
Town Square, 10415 North St.,
Fairfax. A variety of children’s
activities and entertainment in Old
Town Square at the pergola,
Tuesdays June-August. Weather
permitting. Free. Visit
www.fairfaxva.gov/government/
parks-recreation/old-town-square.

Burke Lake 4.5 Mile Race. 6:45-8
p.m. at Burke Lake Park, 7315 Ox
Road, Fairfax Station. Chip-timed 4.5
mile race around beautiful Burke
Lake. Sponsored by D.C. Road
Runners, this race will have awards
and refreshments at the post-race
celebration. $10 in advance; $15 on-
site registration. Visit
www.dcroadrunners.org/sign-up/
thurston for more information.

Fairfax Station Railroad Museum celebrates with First Responders Day.

First Responders Day
Volunteer Fire and Rescue personnel as well as Fairfax County Police Officers will bring emergency vehicles for display

and offer hands-on activities to demonstrate the critical role played by modern day first responders. Civil War Re-enactors
will help visitors learn about medical and relief practices then and now. Fairfax Station was the site of a massive relief effort
during the Battles of Ox Hill and Second Manassas in August 1862. Sunday, Aug. 26, 1-4 p.m. at the Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station Road, Fairfax Station. Ages 16 and older, $4; 5-15, $2; 4 and under, free. Visit www.fairfax-
station.org, www.facebook.com/FFXSRR, or call 703-425-9225.
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News

Springfield local
Marc Larvie has been
selected to represent
the United States at
the 2018 World Uni-
versity Champion-
ships in Shanghai,
China, Aug. 10-12,
2018. A 6’ 3’’, 210 lb.
sophomore majoring
in aerospace engi-
neering at Georgia
Tech, Larvie is a 2016
West Springfield High School
graduate, and competed in row-
ing with the West Springfield Crew
Team, coached by Matthew Petty.
Larvie is the son of John and
Virginie Larvie.

While at Georgia Tech, Larvie
has been coached by Mike Gibel,
and has competed in fours, eights,
pairs, and sculling boats. In Fall of
2017, Larvie rowed in the Men’s
Varsity 8. In the spring of 2017,
Larvie rowed in in the Men’s Var-
sity Four, winning gold medals at
the Dad Vails Regatta and the
American Collegiate Rowing Asso-
ciation (ACRA) Championships. In
the fall of 2018, Larvie again com-
peted in the Men’s Varsity 8, and
in the spring of 2018 won a silver
medal in the Men’s Varsity 4 at the
Southern Intercollegiate Rowing
Association (SIRA) Regatta and
gold in the Men’s Quad at ACRA.
In March of this year, Head Coach
of the University of Michigan and
World University Championships
Men’s Rowing Team Gregg
Hartsuff selected Larvie to what he

expects to be a 50-
athlete squad com-
posed of athletes
from universities
across the United
States. These athletes
will train together on
Ford Lake in
Ypsilanti, Michigan
May 31-Aug. 3, 2018,
competing first in the
USRowing National
Championships July

11-15 at Cooper River in Camden,
N.J., and then traveling to Shang-
hai, China to compete for the
United States in the 2018 World
University Championships Aug.
10-12, 2018.

Expected costs for the team’s
journey will be over $160,000.
The burden of this budget falls on
the athletes and coaches of this
team, and they will be paying the
costs out-of-pocket unless athletes
can raise the money through do-
nations and sponsorship. To learn
more about the team’s upcoming
experience, or to make a tax-de-
ductible donation to defray their
costs, please visit the team
website:

https://www.wucusarowing2018
.com/sponsorship or Marc’s GoFundMe:
https://www.gofundme.com/send-
Marc-to-WUC.

Sponsorship is welcome, and
the team can provide exposure
for sponsors via their website,
athlete blogs during training and
competition, press releases, ap-
parel, and equipment.

Springfield Native to Row for U.S.in
World University Championships

Photo contributed

Marc Larvie

VOLUNTEERS WANTED
AARP Foundation Tax-Aide is

looking to expand its team of
volunteers for the upcoming tax
season. Tax-Aide, now in its 51st
year, offers free in-person
preparation and assistance to
anyone, especially those 50 and
older, who can’t afford a tax
preparation service. Volunteers

make a difference in their
communities by assisting many older,
lower-income taxpayers, and their
families, who might otherwise miss
out on the tax credits and deductions
they’ve earned. To learn about
volunteer opportunities, visit
aarpfoundation.org/taxaide or call 1-
888-OUR-AARP (1-888-687-2277).
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From Page 7

SUNDAY/AUG. 12
Spiritual Prosperity Workshop. 1:30-4 p.m. at

Unity of Fairfax, 2854 Hunter Mill Road,
Oakton. Learn how to make changes in life using
spiritual laws of abundance in this workshop
with nationally-known author and speaker
Edwene Gaines. Workshop is offered on a love
offering (donation) basis. Call 703-281-1767 or
visit www.unityoffairfax.org/four-spiritual-laws-
prosperity-workshop-s for more.

AUG. 13-SEPT. 9
Pool Closure: South Run RECenter. Four

Fairfax County Park Authority RECenter pools
will be closing for regular, periodic cleaning and
maintenance next month. Consider trying out
another county pool during the temporary
shutdown. RECenter passes are valid at all nine
Park Authority RECenters. Dates are subject to
change. Visit www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
recenter for more.

SATURDAY/AUG. 18
Interfaith Prayer Breakfast. 9-11 a.m. at NOVA

Family Church, 9461 Silver King Court, Fairfax.
Faith, civic and community members are invited
to join together to pray for the community and
nation. On this day, join with Muslim friends to
honor Eid-al-Adha, a holy day that celebrates
Abraham’s faith. Guest speakers include
Muhammad Irfan Qureshi and Fr. Bayo Adrian.
The event is hosted by the American Clergy
Leadership Conference of Virginia (ACLC).
Donations appreciated. Email
wmselig@gmail.com or call 240-274-1744.

TUESDAY/AUG. 21
Lions Dinner Meeting. 6:30-8:30 p.m. at

American Legion Post 177, 3939 Oak St.,
Fairfax. Lions Club meets the 1st and 3rd
Tuesdays of each month. Guests are welcome to
lean about the mission of the Lions Clubs “We
Serve,” meet club members and learn to help
serve the community. Free to first time guests.
Email fairfaxlions@cox.net or visit
www.fairfaxlions.org for more.

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 22
Genealogy Workshop. 6:30-9 p.m. at Pohick

Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road, Burke. Anna
Maria Fitzhugh Chapter, NSDAR, will host a free
genealogy workshop for those seeking DAR
membership. Free. Call 703-690-7136.

FRIDAY/AUG. 31
Survey Deadline. In an effort to better target

opioid and other drug prevention efforts, the
Fairfax-Falls Church Community Services Board
(CSB) is seeking opinions of young adults
between the ages of 18-25. The survey is
anonymous and voluntary, and asks questions
about use of alcohol, prescription drugs, and
heroin. Learn more about CSB’s Wellness &
Prevention efforts in Fairfax County at
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/community-services-
board/prevention. Visit
www.surveymonkey.com/r/3Y37BBJ to take the
survey.

THURSDAY/SEPT. 6
ESL Class Registration. 7 p.m. at Lord of Life

Lutheran Church’s two campuses: Fairfax
Campus, 5114 Twinbrook Road, Fairfax; or
Clifton Campus, 13421 Twin Lakes Drive,
Clifton. Registration fee $15; Text book $25.
Class meets Tuesdays and Thursdays from 7-9
p.m.; start date is on Sept. 11 and ends Nov. 15,
2018. Call 703-323-9500 or visit
www.lordoflifeva.org.

Public Hearing. 7 p.m. in the Oaks Room at Twin
Lakes Golf Course, 6201 Union Mill Road,
Clifton. The Fairfax County Park Authority
(FCPA) and the Northern Virginia Regional Park
Authority (NOVA Parks) will hold a joint public
hearing on the proposed adoption of an
amendment to Park Regulation Section 1.17,
Remote-Control Devices and Powered Models or
Toys. The full text of the proposed amendment
is available at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
model-aircrafts-drones. Anyone wishing to speak
on this subject may call Judy Pedersen, FCPA
Public Information Officer, at 703-324-8662 or
email parkmail@fairfaxcounty.gov, to be placed
on the Speakers’ List.

Bulletin
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ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA

FOR YOUR TOYOTA

WELCOME TO ALEXANDRIA TOYOTA’S
PERSONALIZED CAR CARE EXPERIENCE

SPECIAL SAVINGS 


