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n an attempt to keep the property open

to the public, the NOVA Parks, Northern

Virginia Conservation Trust, and their

partners recently made an offer to buy
River Farm in Mount Vernon, but the Amer-
ican Horticultural Society board of directors
has voted to decline their offer, looking for
their original asking price of $32,900,000
that they say they need to keep the society
in operation.

“We deeply appreciate the interest of
NOVA Parks in River Farm and their proposal
to purchase an option on the property, which
if exercised, would involve payments to AHS
over several years. We deliberated careful-
ly over the proposal and its terms and con-
cluded that their offer as currently written
simply does not meet AHS’s needs. So, with
thanks to them for their interest, the board
declined the offer,” noted AHS Board Chair
Terry Hayes.

Paul Gilbert, the executive director of
NOVA Parks, said their offer was “based on
the appraised value,” and noted that the $32
million price is an unsupported value con-
structed on “completely unrealistic expecta-
tions,” he said.

Officially Speaking

Locally, elected officials have supported
the purchase of the farm to keep it unde-
veloped. Earlier this month, Senator Adam
Ebbin (D-Alexandria) and Delegate Paul
Krizek (D-Mount Vernon) were behind a
successful effort by both the Virginia Sen-
ate Finance and Appropriations and House
Appropriations Committees to come up with
the money. This included $2 million in fund-

The mansion is a highlight o the farm.

A Board of Superﬁsors hearing is
scheduled for later in March.

ing to preserve River Farm in its proposed
budget, and another $5 million in combined
funding for the preservation of both historic
Chickahominy tribal lands and River Farm.
Mount Vernon Supervisor Dan Storck (D)
is anxious to preserve the farm too. “While
disappointing, AHS’ decision is unsurpris-
ing,” Storck said. “We all remain commit-
ted to working with AHS to find a way to
preserve this beautiful place of history nes-
tled within the Mount Vernon community.
I, personally, see this as part of the process
you would find with any real estate sale. I
remain hopeful that the AHS Board will sup-
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rs made an offer but the farm remains on the market.

The riverfront lo
to subdivide and build expensive homes.

port the criticality of preserving this historic
property for the public and future genera-
tions. We know this commitment has been a
long-standing mission of the AHS Board and
its members,” Storck said.

The AHS Board says they will continue to

cation could make River Farm’s
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River Farm Offer Falls Short of Asking Price

NOVA Parks and partne
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property attractive to a developer

review and consider offers and would prefer
that the buyer of the property would main-
tain it for single use and not subdivide it,
continuing to allow the public to access the
property as much as possible. “The Board

See RIVER FARM, ON PAGE 10
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Vice President Kamala Harris vi

sited Fibre Space, a woman-owned small busi-
ness in Alexandria on Wednesday, March 3, to talk about passing the American
Rescue Plan, getting the pandemic under control, getting relief to those who
need it, and supporting women in the workforce. “Greetings from Alexandria,
VA where the @VP is visiting Fibre Space, a beautiful woman-owned small busi-
ness, to hear how they are managing to get through the pandemic,” said Peter
Velz, press operations director for the Vice President, in a tweet.
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McEnearney Associates has always had one motto in mind... not to be the biggest, but
the best. For more than 40 years, our Associates have lived in and supported Alexandria,
helping to build our town into the thriving community it is today. To learn more about our
Associates and our firm, visit www.WeAreAlexandria.com

#WeAreAlexandria
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REALTORS®

Old Town | $2,985,000
This iconic celebrated townhouse, circa 1852, is a historic gem that exemplifies fine quality and timeless elegance. Original floors, high ceilings, huge windows, four
fireplaces, two staircases, 4/5 bedrooms, 4.5 baths, family room, office and wet bar, all awash in natural light. The bright kitchen with hand painted tiles offers large table

space and a door to the patio garden which surrounds 2 sides of the house. A stunning crystal chandelier, gas fireplace, and tall east and west windows enrich the lovely
dining room. An enormous family room with adjoining full bath and office area with built-in computer desks is 30 feet in length. Superior corner location on one of the most

beautiful blocks in Old Town.

Babs Beckwith 703.627.5421 | www.BabsBeckwith.com
Lauren Bishop 202.361.5079 | www.LaurenBishopHomes.com

3/7, 2-4P
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Waynewood | $999,000
Prepare to be WOWED in wonderful Waynewood!
Beautifully renovated and expanded 5-level,
4-bedroom, 2.5-bath Mayfield situated on .36 acres
with spectacular outdoor spaces to enjoy and entertain.
1108 Priscilla Lane

Alexis Bogdan 703.965.6556
www.AlexisBogdan.com

VIRTUAL OPEN SAT 3/6, 11AM
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Fairlington Meadows | $575,000
Sought after Clarendon Model! Bright, open floor
plan. Kitchen boasts granite countertops & stainless
appliances. Beautiful hardwoods. Large patio for
entertaining. Assigned parking. Community swimming
pools, tennis courts, & playgrounds. 3403 S Utah St.
Jen Walker 703.675.1566

www.JenWalker.com

Serving the Washington, DC Metro Area since 1980.
703.549.9292 | 109 S. Pitt Street | Alexandria, VA 22314 | McEnearney.com
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Alexandria | $749,000

This striking 3-4 bedroom end townhome, with fully
above grade lower level, features an 8,000+ SF corner
lot, 3 deeded parking spaces and brick-enclosed patio.
Sparkling updates, 3-sides of windows, 2 fireplaces
plus updated kitchen. 1723 Belle Haven Road

Ann Duff 703.965.8700

www.AnnDuff.com

OPEN SAT
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Lorton | $425,000

Beautifully updated 4-bedroom, 3.5-bath townhome
conveniently located in Pohick Village. Hardwood
floors on main level, updated kitchen, & spacious
primary en-suite bedroom. Lower level features wood-
burning fireplace. Relaxing patio. 7581 Aspenpark Rd.
Heidi Burkhardt 703.217.6009
www.RealtorHeidiB.com

* THE WORLD

. LUXURY
PORTFOLIO
REAL ESTATE COMPANIES INTERNATIONAL
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Wellington Estates | $705,000
Welcome to 7954 Bolling Drive, the ideal investment
property for a buyer to truly make it their own home.
Opportunity to work with the current builder or bring in
yourown. List price includes plans & permits ready to be
issued. Have a brand new home in Wellington Estates!
Jillian Keck Hogan 703.951.7655
www.dillianKeckHogan.com

OPEN SUN 3/7, 2-4PM

Burke | $688,000

Carefully maintained split level in a lovely tree-lined
neighborhood. 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, screened porch,
deck, stone patio, and lovely backyard garden for
outdoor entertaining. Primary bedroom with sitting
room. Close to Burke Lake Park. 7308 Outhaul Lane
Mason Montague Bavin 703.338.6007
www.MasonBavin.com

LUXURY ¥ ATLANTIC COAST {2}

REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE o
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NEWS

High Time

By MICHAEL LEE POPE
GAZETTE PACKET

he debate over legaliz-

ing marijuana is about

to light up, putting Gov.

Ralph Northam at the
center of a budding controversy.
At issue is a question of timing.
Should he agree with lawmakers
that legalization should wait until
New Years Day 2024, giving the
commonwealth enough time to
stand up the new Cannabis Control
Authority? Or should he amend
the bill the General Assembly put
on his desk to legalize weed now
to prevent communities of color
from being overpoliced in the in-
terim?

“The governor has been talking
about reparative justice for the
communities and individuals
harmed by the war on drugs and
racially biased policing,” said Ash-
na Khanna, legislative director for
the ACLU of Virginia. “A way to
make that lip service reality would
be to enact these changes now and
stopping the harm of marijuana
prohibition.”

Last  weekend, lawmakers
emerged from a closed-door con-
ference committee with a com-
promise bill that has angered
many of the governor’s allies.
Crafted in secret, the confer-
ence report put legalization
on hold until a new regulato-
ry agency can be created and
commercial licenses issued.
Advocates have been calling
on lawmakers to separate the
date of legalized possession
and the start of commercial
sales, but lawmakers who
were part of the conference
committee disagreed.

“There’s no legal market-
place. It would just be the illicit
market,” said state Sen. Adam
Ebbin (D-30). “We want to create a
marketplace that has products that
have been tested and not have ad-
ditives and make sure that the peo-
ple we're selling to have been ID’d
to make sure they’re 21 and older.”

THE ALEXANDRIA DELEGATION
is at the center of the debate. The
two lawmakers leading the secret
talks over the weekend were Ebbin
of Alexandria and House Majori-
ty Leader Charniele Herring, who
also represents Alexandria. Mem-
bers of the conference committee
determined that the best course of
action would be for marijuana to
remain illegal for now, still subject
to civil fines and penalties. They

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Gov. Ralph Northam during a visit to Alexandria in August 2019.

also slapped a re-enactment clause
of the regulatory parts of the bill,
forcing lawmakers to consider

“This is better than
nothing at all. What’s
not progressive is to sit
on our hands and do
nothing.”

— House Majority Leader
Charniele Herring

that aspect of the legislation again
when they meet next year.

“This is better than nothing at
all. What's not progressive is to
sit on our hands and do nothing,”
said Herring, who introduced the
decriminalization bill last year. “At
least we have a date in stone. At
least we are standing up the au-
thority and starting to promulgate
regulations, and so it is a product
that we can work with.”

Advocates say the final few days
of secret negotiations were rough,
and the process was in danger of
collapsing at several points. So
the fact that lawmakers put some-
thing — anything — on the gov-
ernor’s desk this year is a victory
of sorts. As governor, Northam has
the power to amend the bill almost

any way he sees fit, and he has un-
til the end of this month to take
action. That means he’s now being
lobbied heavily by advocates
for criminal justice reform to
legalize marijuana as soon as
possible instead of waiting for
the business dynamics to ma-
terialize.

“I'm extremely disappoint-
ed that we legislated business
before justice,” said Chelsea
Higgs Wise, executive director
of Marijuana Justice Virginia.
“The governor said that this
bill was supposed to prioritize
racial equity but it’s clear that
it only prioritized a cannabis
profit industry.”

THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY session
began with Northam calling on
lawmakers to legalize marijuana,
building on momentum from the
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p Advocates call on the governor
o tolegalize marijuana as soon as possible.
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decriminalization bill he signed
into law last year. During his State
of the Commonwealth address, the
governor framed the move as an
acknowledgement that Virginia’s
criminal justice system treats peo-
ple unfairly. He used his speech to
spotlight some statistics showing
Black people are three and a half
times more likely to be charged
with marijuana crimes and four
times as likely to be convicted.

“It’s time to join 16 other states
and make marijuana legal, and
end the current system rooted
in inequality,” said Northam in a
speech delivered in a House cham-
ber that was mostly empty because
of pandemic precautions. “We've
done the research, and we can do
this right away, leading with social
equity, public health and public
safety.”

But the legislation the governor
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sent to Ebbin and Herring did not
call for action right away. Instead,
the governor’s timeline called for
legalization to wait until commer-
cial sales begin. Advocates who
worked with lawmakers during
the tense negotiations said the
governor’s office maintained that
position throughout the process,
leading to an end result that delays
legalization until New Year’s Day
2024. That means that the gov-
ernor is now hearing from people
urging him to change his position
on the timing of legalization.

“He certainly does have the
power to make that or any other
recommended amendments, how-
ever the administration is the most
ardent supporter of keeping those
two dates connected,” said Jenn
Michelle Pedini, executive direc-
tor of Virginia NORML. “The date
of legalization, meaning personal
possession and personal cultiva-
tion, need not be tied to the date
or retail sales. That’s been our po-
sition throughout, and that’s still
our position today.”

CRIME STATISTICS show worries
about disproportionate policing
is not an academic concern. Ac-
cording to the Alexandria Police
Department, 64 percent of people
arrested in Alexandria for drug ar-
rests in 2019 were African Amer-
ican. Almost half of those arrests
were Black males. Despite com-
parable usage rates, Black people
are 3.4 times more likely to be ar-
rested for marijuana possession,
according to a recent report from
the American Civil Liberties Union,
which also found that arrests for
possession of marijuana make up
about 52 percent of drug arrests.

“Even the thought of business
before justice is hard to stomach,”
said Del. Cia Price (D-95). “Some
of my constituents are in jail right
now and more may be sent to jail
while we are establishing a regu-
latory authority for the business
pieces.”

BULLETIN BOARD

Submit civic/community an-
nouncements at ConnectionNews-
papers.com/Calendar. Photos
and artwork welcome. Deadline
is Thursday at noon, at least two
weeks before event.

FARMERS MARKET VEN-

DORS STILL DELIVERING

The McCutcheon/Mt. Vernon
Farmers Market won’t reopen
until April 21, but in the
meantime some of the market’s

vendors are taking orders online
and delivering them to the Sher-
wood Hall Library parking lot on
Wednesdays. Note that you must
order in advance and that not all
the vendors deliver every week.
The vendors making deliveries are:

Arnest Seafood - crab cakes, scallops,
shrimp, rockfish, oysters and more;

Honey Brook Farms - meats and veg-
etables raised with no chemicals,
gluten-free baked goods;

Misty Meadow Farm Creamery - milk,
ice cream, cheese, eggs and meats;

Twin Springs Orchard - fruits, veg-
etables, cheese and more;

Valentine’s Bakery & Meats - meats
and baked goods.

The Fairfax County Park Author-
ity, which operates the Mt.
Vernon Farmers Market, has no
connection to the deliveries.
The market, with a full array
of vendors, will resume on
April 21 and take place every
Wednesday from 8 a.m. to noon
at the Sherwood Hall Regional
Library through December 22.
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OPINION

Budget Passed

By DELEGATE PAuL KRIZEK

he 2021 session of the

Virginia General As-

sembly came to a close

on Monday, March 1st,

which really concluded with a long
twelve hours on the floor Saturday
that included the final passage of
the Budget bill, and tax confor-
mity legislation that set a critical
$100,000 threshold for PPP ex-
pense deductibility for 2020 for all
businesses in the Commonwealth.
The budget was not just one of
our final bills passed, but one I
played a significant role in as we
wrapped up this special session.
The budget allocates state funding
to our legislative priorities, main-
tains our AAA bond rating, and
promotes fiscal responsibility by
adding an additional $250 million
to our total of $900 million into
our Revenue Reserve Fund — to
help rebuild our economy and
put our Commonwealth on a path
to come back from this pandemic
better than before. In my position
as one of the seven Subcommittee
Chairs of the House Appropriations
Committee, I was instrumental in
the passage of many important
amendments to the budget, and in

Enormous number of measures

assisting my colleagues
in getting their critical

budgetary priorities
included in our final
product.
COVID

The budget employs
new and existing fed-
eral dollars to address

Krizek
critical needs such as COVID-19
vaccinations, testing, and disease

surveillance and investigation.
$89.3 million non general funds
(NGF) over the biennium is allo-
cated for mass vaccination efforts,
maximizing new federal dollars. It
provides $6.1 million GF and $40.9
million in new federal funds for
state agencies to support disease
surveillance and investigation,
testing, and contact tracing. The
new funding supports 47 epidemi-
ologists and communicable disease
nurses across the Commonwealth’s
35 local health districts and 3.5
program managers in the central
office.

Education

This budget has a big focus on
education, adding $466.8 million
for education over the biennium,
restoring over 95% of funding re-

moved since the onset
of the pandemic. These
funds are critical as stu-
dents and teachers be-
gin returning to in-per-
son learning.

Initiatives include
learning loss supple-
mental payments, which
provide $40 million GF
monies in FY 2021 to support lo-
cal efforts to address COVID-19
learning loss. These funds may be
used for extending the school year,
summer school, tutoring, remedia-
tion and recovery, counseling and
student supports, and certain facil-
ity modifications. This also permits
school divisions to carryover funds
from FY 2021 to 2022, with no lo-
cal match required.

$26.6 million will fund addition-
al school counselors bringing our
counselor to student ratio to 325:1.
$49.5 million provides for funding
three specialized student support
positions per 1,000 students, in-
cluding school nurses, school social
workers, school psychologists, and
behavioral analysts. $62.1 million
will be used to temporarily expand
family eligibility for the child care
subsidy program to assist families
affected by the pandemic.

baked into budget to address critical
needs in an unprecedented year.

Compensation

Within our final budget, we have
included a much-needed 5% salary
increase for state employees and
state supported local employees,
which includes teachers and law
enforcement officers. Correction-
al officers will receive a $1,000
bonus, and our state police will
receive an additional 3% salary in-
crease plus an additional $100 per
year of service to address salary
compression.

Unemployment
The budget contains $18.9 mil-
lion in one-time funding for the
Virginia Employment Commission
(VEQ) to forgive no-fault overpay-
ments of unemployment insurance
benefits. Many unemployment
claimants around the Common-
wealth, some my own constitu-
ents, have experienced receiving
invoices from the VEC to return
money paid out to them due to
clerical errors, so this change was
critically necessary. Skilled game
revenue from this year will add
$25 million to the Rebuild Virginia
program, bringing total support for
the small business assistance fund
to $145 million. But come July 1st,
SEE BUDGET PASSED, PAGE 5

Marijuana Legalization Can Reduce School Inequity

By RoB KRuUPICKA

arijuana legalization,
which was just passed
by the General Assem-

bly, presents a rare opportunity
for society to right decades of
wrongs. When Governor Northam
proposed legalization he included
a bold idea to fix generations of
inequity in the Commonwealth by
requiring that forty percent of the
tax revenues be used to fund Vir-
ginia’s popular, but underfunded
early childhood education system.

As a former legislator, member
of the state board of education and
local official, I know all too well
that economically disadvantaged
children are more likely to show
up to kindergarten underprepared
for school. New data from the
University of Virginia tells us how
much of a challenge this is.

In northern Virginia, as many as
49% of Alexandria kids, 31% of Ar-
lington kids, 46% of Fairfax, 33%
of Loudoun and 44% of Prince
William County kids all show up
to kindergarten unprepared for
success.

Outside of Northern Virgin-
ia the numbers are similar, rising
up to 59% of Richmond City kids

4 ¢ MOUNT VERNON GAZETTE <

and 66% of Northampton kids not
being ready. The state average is
a depressing 44%. We also know
that a disproportionate number of
economically disadvantaged fam-
ilies come from black and brown
communities.

These children all lack key liter-
acy, math, and social skills to excel
in school. They are at a consider-
able disadvantage to their peers
from more well-off families. No
child’s potential for success should
be governed by their economic sta-
tus. Yet, strikingly, there are over
20,000 young children and fam-
ilies who need support to enter
school with all the tools they need
to learn.

Young children of economically
disadvantaged households carry
their lack of Kindergarten readi-
ness throughout their school ca-
reers perpetuating a cycle of ineq-
uity and academic set-backs that
continue to plague our economy
and society.

With legalization slated to start
in 2024, the new market for mari-
juana is slated to provide the funds
that can help right the wrong of
systematic school readiness fail-
ures. For years voters in Virginia
have told pollsters that they agree

MARCH 4-10, 2021

we need high quality early child-
hood education. The political chal-
lenge has always been how do we
pay for it. Well, once the market-
place is established, we will have

a way.
Thanks to Governor Northam’s
leadership, legalization comes

with a potent policy answer to
one of the most glaring areas of
injustice in our education system.
Patroned by Senators Lucas and
Ebbin as well as Delegates Herring
and Scott, SB1406/HB2312 pro-

vides a framework for legalization.
Now that the bill has been sent to
the governor to amend or sign, the
question is not whether we will
ever legalize in Virginia, the ques-
tion is whether we will do it soon
enough to change the academic
trajectory of babies being born
right now.

Rob Krupicka is former Virginia
State Delegate, Virginia Board of
Education Member and Alexandria
City Councilman
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Budget Passed

From PacE 4

those skill game machines will be
illegal and need to be removed
from all public locations, mostly
found in restaurants, convenience
stores, and truck stops.

Elections

The budget authorizes the De-
partment of Elections (ELECT) to
use about $1 million in remaining
funds appropriated during Special
Session I, 2020 General Assembly
for the reimbursement of postage
on absentee ballots. It also adds
language to extend absentee vot-
ing-related policies, such as ballot
drop boxes and my initiative for
prepaid postage on the return of
absentee ballots until new laws for-
mally codifying these changes take
effect on July 1, 2021. Language is
also Included to create uniformity
in collecting petition signatures for
state and local offices during the
COVID-19 pandemic.

$300,000 is included in FY 2022
for ELECT to educate voters on
changes made to election law in
the 2020 and 2021 General Assem-
bly Sessions.

Healthcare
The budget adds $129.9 mil-

lion in state and federal funds to
increase Medicaid personal care
rates. It also provides $6.9 million
in state and federal funds in FY
2022 for up to 40 hours paid sick
leave for personal care attendants.
$93.4 million in state and federal
funds to provide a $15/day add-
on payment for Medicaid nursing
home patients, including $4.4 mil-
lion GF in FY 2022 to increase the
Auxiliary Grant rate by 10 percent
to support individuals in assisted
living facilities. 435 Developmen-
tal Disability waiver slots will be
added, bringing the total to 985
slots in FY 2022, with the goal of
eliminating the waiver slot waiting
list in coming years.

Locally, we were able to include
$5 million for the National Mu-
seum of the United States Army;
and, provide $200,000 to the Lor-
ton Community Action Center;
$500,000 to United Community;
$200,000 to Good Shepherd Hous-
ing and Family Services; $250,000
to FACETS; $200,000 to Koino-
nia; and $200,000 to BritePaths
in FY 2022 from the TANF block
grant to provide services to low-in-
come families in Northern Virginia
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Also, our efforts resulted in $2 mil-
lion towards the purchase of River
Farm, and $1.5 million for Mason
Neck Park’s drinking water sup-
ply. My amendment of $1 million
will increase enforcement of un-
lawful direct shipment of alcohol-
ic beverages into Virginia to curb
the negative effects of unlicensed
alcohol shipments on lawful Vir-
ginia businesses and allow Virgin-
ia to recoup lost tax revenue from
these products. Also, included was
my amendment for funding for
the Department of Environmental
Quality to test the effectiveness of
certain plants to remove road salt
from impervious surface stormwa-
ter runoff, and money for DMAS
to convene a workgroup to de-
velop strategies to finance health
care services for undocumented
immigrant children to ensure that
all children living in the Com-
monwealth have access to quality
healthcare. And, I was able to help
secure an additional $10 million
towards NoVA localities’ FY22 ob-
ligation to WMATAs capital and
operating programs to ensure that
public transit keeps Northern Vir-
ginia moving.
It was a busy session!

Join fellow residents and businesses by showing your support for
economic development, reduced traffic and safer commuting with
the 1-495 NEXT project.

Dozens of regional business leaders and organizations have already

said to

. Join them at

Northern Virginia Chamber of Commerce
McLean Chamber of Commerce

Tysons Chamber of Commerce

Virginia Transit Association

Northern Virginia Transportation Alliance
Arlington Chamber of Commerce

Alexandria Chamber of Commerce

Dulles Area Transportation Association

Reston Chamber of Commerce

Mount Vernon-Lee Chamber of Commerce
Springfield Chamber of Commerce

Virginia Transportation Construction Alliance
Prince William Chamber of Commerce
Northern Virginia Building Industry Association
Apartment and Office Building Association
Virginia Self Storage Association

Washington Area New Automobile Dealers Association

And many more...

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance
703-768-7730

rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

ATTENTION

This market for sellers is the best I've seen in the 30 plus years I have been in Real Estate.
Interest rates appear to have bottomed out, and coupled with low inventory we have an
incredibly strong seller’s market. IMHO, interest rates have only one place to go now, and that
is up. Once that starts the initial response from buyers who have been sitting on the fence,
will be to jump in to buy and this will create an even stronger MELT UP for sellers’ prices. At
some point, however, the market will crest while interest rates continue to climb and housing
demand will then slow down. If you are considering selling, call me NOW and I will do a
market analysis and help you maximize probably the biggest investment in your life. Let me
put my 30 plus year of experience to work for you. Stay safe and healthy, Rex Reiley

I Alex/Hybla Valley Farm $614,900
; 7720 Schelhorn Road

| Are you tired of stairs & longing for 1 level living? A beautiful
partially covered front porch that you can sit out & wave to
your neighbors as they walk by? How about entertaining on a
large deck that overlooks a large, fenced bkyd & watching your
chlldren/ grandchlldren congregate & play? We have that... plus 4BRs, 2BAs, beautiful refinished
hdwd floors & freshly painted interior. Throw in replacement double pane windows, 6 panel interior
doors, a beautifully updated kitchen w/granite counters, SS appliances, that is open to the living &
dining areas. Finally, an oversized 1 car garage w/a 12’x10’ storage/workshop area on the end, &
extensive parking available on a large driveway, brand new roof. Ideal location, less than 1 mile to
Mt. Vernon Hospital & Sherwood Hall Library, 10 mins to Ft. Belvoir(S) & Old Town (N), 20 mins to

Ntl Airport & 30 mins to D.C. & the Pentagon (N). Come take a look you won't be sorry.

Alex/ Riverside Estates

8503 Cherry Valley
Riverside Estates’ largest split foyer model (Concord) w/2
car garage & lots of updates, i.e., roof 2001, HVAC 2012,
baths 2010, furnace 2001, updated double pane windows
2019. Kitchen was opened to the dining & living rooms
& is absolutely stunning: granite & quartz counters, large
island w/seating capacity & beautiful hdwd floors. Oversized MBR & MBA share a lovely gas
FPL to add charm to the master suite. A large lower level offers a family rm which also has a gas
FPL, a 4th BR & 3rd full bath. Plenty of storage behind the 2-car garage. Large lovely fenced
bkyd, perfect for entertaining. 5-minute drive to Ft. Belvoir (S), 15 minutes to Alexandria, (N),
25 mins to National Airport (N) and 33 mins to the Pentagon (N).

$736,000

For more information; www.RexReiley.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

REALTOR®
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Fungi on dead sag and two ho

les drilled by a bird.

e

The Value of
Dead Wood

By GLENDA C. BoOTH
MOUNT VERNON GCAZETTE

ree snags are “a gourmet

restaurant,” that is, from

a bird’s perspective,

Larry Cartwright told a
group of Northern Virginia Audu-
bon at Home ambassadors on Feb.
20 in a Zoom meeting.

He encouraged attendees to
leave dead trees and limbs in place
to decompose if they do not pose a
danger. A snag is a standing dead
or partially-dead tree. Cartwright
conducts bird surveys for several
organizations, in-

ty-nesting birds, primary and sec-
ondary, Cartwright explained. The
primary nesters excavate their own
cavities, like the pileated, red-bel-
lied, hairy and downy woodpeck-
ers.

Carolina chickadees can exca-
vate a cavity if the wood is rotted
enough. White-breasted nuthatch-
es can enlarge existing holes.

The secondary cavity-nesting
birds do not excavate their own
cavities but use those created by
broken off limbs or drilled by wood-
peckers, for example, great-crested
flycatchers, bluebirds, wood ducks,

hooded mergan-

cluding the Dyke
Marsh breeding
bird survey, for at
least 27 years.
Some birds use
dead snags during

Audubon
at Home

Audubon

sers, barred owls
and screech owls.
In wetlands like
Dyke Marsh, pro-
thonotary warblers

ambassa- use cavities as

thelr decomposi- dors are volunteers with small as six inches.
tion to gxcavate the Audubon Society of

holes, to find apd Northern Virginia who Deac.l Wood Is
store 'food like give free, on-site con- Habitat

fungi, insects and sultations and recom- Dead wood,
mosses, and to whether it’s

nest and raise their
young. Woodpeck-
ers are expert ex-
cavators with spe-
cially built beaks to
ratatatat into wood
and create holes.

mendations on design-
ing native plant habitat
to attract and shelter
wildlife. Visit https://
www.audubonva.org/
audubon-at-home.

stumps, logs, twigs
or snags, is a nat-
ural  occurrence,
part of nature’s
cycle. Fungi help
break down dead

Among bird spe-
cies, 85 use snags and cavities and
25 of those are in Northern Virgin-
ia. Other wildlife like flying squir-
rels, raccoons and big brown bats
use cavities as well. Cornell Uni-
versity’s ornithology lab calls snags
“nature’s apartment complexes.”
Cartwright told the group that
the ideal snag height is eight to ten
feet and the ideal circumference at
least eight inches. He also advised
people to let stumps remain for
birds like woodpeckers and flickers.

Cavity Nesters
There are two types of cavi-

wood’s organic re-
mains. Dead wood
decomposes and eventually works
its way back into the soil, enriching
it and aiding plants’ growth.

Wildlife use dead tree limbs and
snags for nesting, roosting, forag-
ing, perching and territorial dis-
plays. Dead trees provide habitat
for over 1,000 species of wildlife
says the National Wildlife Federa-
tion.

Fallen logs provide microcli-
mates for microscopic critters;
insect eggs and larvae; birds, am-
phibians and more.

Small mammals like chipmunks,
squirrels and moles use logs as

G % MouNT VERNON GAZETTE % MARCH 4-10, 2021
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Northern flicker excavating a hole in a dead snag.

Marsh Breeding Bird Survey.

runways and lookouts. Salaman-
ders use downed logs as cover
from predators and to escape sum-
mer’s sun.

Insects overwinter in snags’ de-
composing wood or gaps between
loose bark.

Butterflies like the mourning
cloak question mark and comma
and wood-boring beetles spend the
winter inside dead wood. Wood-
peckers feast on termites and car-
penter ants in dead wood.

Mike Roberts wrote in Virginia

¥3IAT A7 A9 OLOH]

Wildlife magazine, “Something as
simple as an old, dead tree can
teach us a valuable lesson or two
about our wonderful natural en-
vironment; indeed, there is much
more to recycling than paper and
plastic.”

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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Housing Values Increase and This
Will Soon Be Felt in Tax Bills

The county juggles the tax rate, but
higher tax bills are on the horizon.

By MIKE SALMON
THE CONNECTION

espite the impact of job loss-
D es, deaths and sickness that

swept over the nation over
the last year, the housing values in
Fairfax County have increased, and
this will trickle down to the taxes
paid by homeowners, including se-
niors that live on a fixed income.

The tax rate proposed by Coun-
ty Executive Bryan Hill is reduced
from last year, but the average
homeowner would still pay more
because of increased home values.
The Board of Supervisors won’t ad-
vertise a tax rate until March 9.

According to the county, res-
idential real estate assessments
are up an average of 4.25 percent
countywide and about 88 percent
of homeowners saw an increase in
their home’s value. The county says
these are market-driven increases
or decreases to values. Only 4.4
percent saw a decrease in value,
and assessments are unchanged
for the remaining 7.6 percent. This
year the average assessment for all
homes is $607,752, compared to
$582,976 in 2020.

The southern part of Fairfax
County saw the biggest assessment
increases. Houses in Lee District
went up the most at 6.32 percent
followed by Braddock at 6.06 per-
cent, and Mount Vernon at 5.29
percent. In the Sully District, val-

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

ues raised 4.6 percent, while in
the Providence District there is a
3.91 percent increase, followed by
a 3.67 percent increase in Hunter
Mill, 2.53 percent in Dranesville
and 5.3 percent in Mason.

THE ASSESSMENTS are based on
the market value, and the county
assesses all properties on an annu-
al basis, using sales records as one
way to determine a property’s val-
ue. If the market is hot, the hous-
ing prices go up, and eventually
the taxes paid go up. According to
the county, an annual real estate
assessment of all real estate prop-
erty ensures that they are uniform-
ly and fairly assessing properties at
their fair market value.

For example, the seniors that
have paid off their mortgage will
simply write a bigger check this
summer when the county tax bill is
due. Others who pay their county
taxes as part of the escrow account
will pay an increased monthly
mortgage bill for 2022.

In Springfield, where the in-
crease in housing values rose 4.89
percent, Supervisor Pat Herrity is
not satisfied with the taxpayers
increase at this time. The adver-
tised county budget increase for
fiscal 2022 includes a 3.4 percent
increase in the tax on homeown-
ers. “This year’s advertised budget
continues to raise taxes on home-

See HoME, PAcE 10

MOUNT VERNON * LEE

OF COMMERCE

MountVernonLeeChamber.org

1st Thursday @ Noon Webinars
3rd Thursday Morning Briefing
4th Thursday Pure Networking

e

Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

TWO POOR TEACHERS

Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

e Electrical (ELE)

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed

e Gas Fitting (GFC) Since 1999 10% down
e Heating Ventilation and Air ‘ nothing until the job
Conditioning (HVA) 2018 is complete for the

Angies list
SUPER SERVICE

past 17 years

¢ Plumbing (PLB) R SERVI
¢ Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2928

Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level
http:/www.DPOR.virginia.gov

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com
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ENTERTAINMENT

Plant-Based Cottage Bakery Cor_mn_

By HorPe NELSON
GAZETTE PACKET

h, the smell of pastries

— there’s really nothing

like it. Soon, Del Ray

residents and visitors
will be able to follow their noses
to a new place for flaky croissants
and more: Le Petit Grump.

The cottage bakery is starting
small — really small, in fact. Own-
er Mel Gumina’s 437-square-foot
home in Del Ray is
the place where the
magic has been hap-
pening for months as Gumina per-
fects her pastries in anticipation of
a springtime opening.

“Food has always been a passion
of mine,” Gumina said. “I love how
it brings people together.”

Another notable facet of the
bakery? It’s all plant-based. That’s
right: No dairy, eggs or other an-
imal products will be used in the
food, broadening the menu to an
even wider swath of customers.

The idea for a bakery came to
Gumina well after she’d transi-
tioned to a plant-based lifestyle.
Rich baked sweets were a category
of food she missed when she tran-
sitioned her diet, and she wants to

APPETITE
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Plan-Based Pdisserie

bring that back to the community
in a big way.

“When I walk into a bakery to
maybe buy a loaf of bread, it’s the
pastries -- the smell -- that gets
you, takes you to a place of break-
fast and cappuccino on a porch on
a sunny day,” she said.

A graduate of culinary school,
Gumina’s dreams of opening a bak-
ery became closer to reality once
she realized that “cottage business-
es” — that is, businesses run with-
out a public storefront — were a
perfectly viable way of operation.

“Eating the food that was put
out there by other plant-based cot-
tage businesses showed me that
it is more doable than I thought,”
she said, noting that other vegan
restaurants and eateries have been

Mel Guinaand Marcus.

incredibly generous with their time
and expertise to help get Le Petit
Grump up and running.

“This is not something that has
been in the works for years and
years,” she said. “The idea came
to me one day, and I just had this
really good feeling about it and I
ran with it.”

And the region’s vegan and veg-
etarian circles are abuzz with ex-
citement about the bakery’s prog-

ress — and opening.

“I was really fortunate for the
outpouring of love I've received
from the vegan community,” she
said.

And about the bakery’s name,
Le Petit Grump: It’s a reference to
Marcus, Gumina’s 12-year-old pup.

“He is the most lovable little
grump,” she said. “He was my in-
spiration to transition to vegan
lifestyle in the first place.”

Del Ray

Gumina intends to start small,
both in terms of menu items and
orders. At this point, she’s eyeing
a system of opening up a finite
amount of orders each week, cul-
minating in specific pickup times
on the weekends.

“My plan for right now, because
my kitchen is so small, is to keep
it very simple,” she said. At first,
she’ll be primarily offering crois-
sants in multiple flavors — plain,
chocolate and the like. But as the
business grows, so will her offer-
ings.

And in the meantime, she’s put-
ting the finishing touches on prac-
tice run after practice run, making
sure her recipes and oven are just-
so prior to opening to the public.

“The response from the commu-
nity is more than I ever could have
imagined.

People have been so supportive
and so lovely,” she said.

“Now I just hope I can feed ev-
erybody that wants to eat!”

Hope Nelson is the author of “Clas-
sic Restaurants of Alexandria” and
owns the Kitchen Recessionista blog,
located at www.kitchenrecessionista.
com. Email her any time at

hope@kitchenrecessionista.com.

CALENDAR

NOW THRU MARCH 24
Wednesday Morning Study Group.
10:30-11:30 a.m. Via zoom.

Fairlington UMC 3900 King St.,
Alexandria. Join in a nine-week

study of Laudato Si: Caring

for Our Common Home, the
groundbreaking encyclical letter
by Pope Francis on climate is-
sues and a Christian faith-based
response. Visit the website:
www.fairlingtonumec.org.

NOW THRU MARCH 24

Forty+ Fire Pit Party. Virtual and
In-Person. Featuring: Chore-
ographer Jane Franklin. Dates:
Wednesday, weekly, Feb 24 -
March 24; from 3 - 4 p.m. and
Sunday, March 21; from 4 - 8
p.m. Forty+ Projects celebrate
the collective creativity of
people past the age of 40 re-
sulting in unique collaboration.
Projects explore movement and
performance technique within
a creative premise. Forty+ will
meet weekly on Zoom with
occasional in-person, socially
distanced outdoor rehearsals at
the film locations. The Fire Pit
Party is an on-site filmed proj-
ect in the Alcova Heights neigh-
borhood of Arlington County.
Dances will travel through the
neighborhood, from one fire pit
to the next, and involve partici-
pants of all ages. Tuition: $100.
Visit https://www.janefranklin.
com/adult-dance/forty-plus or
call 703-933-1111.

MARCH 1-29
“Storytelling in the Garden.”

9-9:45 a.m. At Green Spring
Gardens, 4603 Green Spring Road,
Alexandria. Bring a blanket or just
settle in the grass and sit back with
the family to hear the park’s story-
tellers read a tale with a different
theme at each meeting. Afterward,
take some time to explore the
park’s gardens, ponds and historic
house. The storytelling program is
offered every other week in March,
on March 1, 15 and 29, 2021. It’s
designed for family members age 2
to adult. Cost is $5 per person for
each session. Parents and children
must register to track registration
numbers. Call 703-642-5173.

MARCH 5-27

In the “Give Me Shelter” art exhibit,
local artists explore the meaning of
the word “shelter” as a noun and
verb. We all have learned what
it means to shelter in place. The
current crisis has nearly 40 million
Americans at risk of homelessness.
Seeking donations during this
exhibit to benefit the Carpenter’s
Shelter. View exhibit at Del Ray Ar-
tisans Gallery, 2704 Mount Vernon
Avenue, Alexandria VA. Details:
www.DelRayArtisans.org/exhibits

FRIDAY/MARCH 5

Nature Photography at Dawn. 6 to 8
a.m. At Huntley Meadows Park,
3701 Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria.
In the “Nature Photography at
Dawn” program, learn how to use
a DSLR and a tripod to capture
images of the natural world early
in the morning. See what wildlife
is waking with the sun at Huntley
Meadows Park and get tips on how

to capture these magical moments.
The class is designed for adult
photographers with beginner to
intermediate skill levels. Bring
your own DSLR camera and bring
a tripod if you have one. The cost
is $24 per person. Call 703-768-
2525.

MARCH 6, 28

Family Hilltop Outing. At Historic
Huntley, 6918 Harrison Lane, Alex-
andria. Parents and kids are invited
to take a family-friendly tour of
Historic Huntley on a “Family Hill-
top Outing” on three days in March
2021. Learn what significance this
villa had to one of our Founding
Fathers. Challenge yourself using
historical tools, such as ice tongs.
See if you can master old-time
children’s games. The program at
Historic Huntley is designed for
family members age 5 to adult. It
runs from 3 to 4 p.m. on March
2, from 11 a.m. to noon on March
6, and from 1 to 2 p.m. on March
28. The cost is $8 per person.
Children must be accompanied by
a registered adult. Call the park at
703-768-2525.

MONDAY/MARCH 8

Corn Grinding & Clay Pottery. 2:30-
4:30 p.m. At Huntley Meadows
Park, 3701 Lockheed Blvd., Alexan-
dria. Powhatan Native Americans
used the plants and animals you
see every day for their medi-
cine, groceries, clothing and fun.
Immerse yourself in a way of life
from 400 years ago at the “Corn
Grinding & Clay Pottery” program
at Huntley Meadows Park. Grind

corn, make a clay pot, master corn
darts and go on a guided tour to
see the park from the perspective
of a Native American. Bring those
history lessons to life with hands-
on experiences. The cost is $12
per person. Call 703-768-2525.

MONDAY/MARCH 8

Pipeline Playwrights Launch Party.
7:15 p.m. Via Zoom for its Spring
2021 Season and Our Time,
Our Stories (OTOS) production
announcement. The plays in OTOS
focus on women protagonists who
insist in overcoming social and
legal barriers. Facing injustices that
prevent women from sharing in
freedom and fairness, the protag-
onists are victorious in their per-
sonal and public domains. Pipeline
will present five online productions
in 2021 and 2022, beginning with
A Very Present Presence by Ann
Timmons in May 2021. For more
information, visit www.pipeline-
playwrights.org

FRIDAY/MARCH 12

Garden Talk: Designing an EcoSavvy
Garden. 1:30-2:30pm. (Adults)
Learn to work with nature’s
resources to develop a beautiful,
low-maintenance urban garden.
With a little bit of knowledge, care-
ful planning, and some effort, see
how native trees/shrubs provide
structure and year-round interest,
along with colorful annuals and
perennials that add seasonal color
splashes. Extension Master Gar-
deners show you how to create a
healthy, sustainable, and eco-savvy
garden. $12 per person. Register

online at www.fairfaxcounty.
gov/parks/parktakes (B6X
.3T3H) or call Green Spring
Gardens at 703-642-5173.

SATURDAY/MARCH 13

Virtual Floral Design Demo: Swing
into Spring. 1-2:30pm.
(Adults) Learn how to create
a modern Hogarth curve floral
design—a gentle curving design
that leads your eye through the
floral composition. Certified
floral designer Betty Ann Gal-
way will show you how to make
these graceful shapes for your
spring floral project. $22 per
person.

Virtual participants will receive
a link to connect via Zoom
and a supply list prior to the
program. This workshop is also
available in person. Register on-
line at www.fairfaxcounty.gov/
parks/parktakes (8GI.NP9M)
or call Green Spring Gardens at
703-642-5173.

MARCH 13-14

Mini Photo Sessions. 9:30-6 p.m.
At The Rectory on Princess
Street, 711 Princess Street,
Alexandria. Private 30-minute
photo sessions at The Rectory
on Princess Street with four
local photographers, to capture
your pringtime moments with
a gorgeous tulip magnolia tree.
Cost is $200. Visit the web-
site: https://www.eventbrite.
com/e/march-magnolia-mini-
photo-sessions-at-the-rec-
tory-on-princess-street-tick-
ets-140086808415
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NEWS

Local
Republicans

To Hold
Candidate
Information
Session

ocal Republican party Chair-
L man Pete Benavage an-

nounced that the party is
planning an information session
on March 6 for local Republicans
interested in running for office.
The session will focus on the rules
for filing to run, fundraising, the
party’s primary process, and tips
for candidate messaging.

The Alexandria Republican City
Committee’s (ARCC’s) leadership
sees opportunity in the 2021 local
elections. They say there is wide-
spread di

ssatisfaction with the current
Democrats in office on a variety
of local issues including housing
density, transportation conges-
tion, inadequate flood control,
rising taxes, overcapacity-under-
performing schools, and propos-
als to co-locate housing on school
property.

Benavage says “The local Re-
publican party is actively en-
couraging local moderates and
conservatives to step up to the
plate. We will call on the expe-
riences and expertise of elected
Alexandria Republicans, former
Vice Mayor Bill Cleveland, former
City Councilman Frank Fannon,
and others in shaping our infor-
mation session and coaching our
candidates.”

Linda App, President of the
Commonwealth Republican
Women’s Club (CRWC) in Alex-
andria, said “The 2020 Election
brought us a lot of interest and
new members who are not hap-
py with Alexandria’s all-Democrat
city council or Democrat elected
officials in the General Assembly.
Many new Republicans are for-
mer Democrats. This is the right
time for Republicans to run in
Alexandria. I think some of our
members will be running.”

To register for the March 6 Re-
publican Candidate Information
Session, go to www.AlexGOPRorg .

ARCC is the local branch of the
national Republican Party. CRWC
is the Alexandria chapter of the
National Federation of Republi-
can Women. More information
is available at www.Alexandria-
CRWC.org

—COMMONWEALTH
REPUBLICAN WOMEN's CLUB

wwwW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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To ADVERTISE IN THIs PAPER, CALL BY MONDAY 11:00 AM 703-778-9411

Employment Employment

Define Your Work Hours, Income

Advertising Sales ¢ Print and Digital

Part Time sales positions available in Alexandria

Goal: Increase print and digital advertising partnerships with local businesses
throughout Alexandria.

Skills: Ability to meet and build dialogue with on site decision makers through
email, phone and face to face contact as pandemic subsides. Requires desire
and ability to develop new friends who will become customers as you build trust,
learning how to match their needs with our benefits through email, phone and in
person visits as the pandemic subsides.

Profile: Perfect for sales savvy retirees or young parents who wish to develop
supplemental income while balancing time with family needs and interests; and,
have passion for community involvement.

Benefits: Competitive base and commissions, work from home or Old Town
office, free parking, define your hours and income.

Call Jerry: 703.549.0004

A Smarter
Way to Power
Your Home.

R R AR RN

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

ACT NOW TO RECEIVE
A $300 SPECIAL OFFER!

| (833) 688-1378

OENERAS
PWREED

SOLAR + RATTENY STORAGE SYSTEM

*Offer value when purchased at retail.
Solar panels sold separately.

BACKED BY A
YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

Leaf ¢,""'F|lter

| GUTTER
PROTECTION

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

15% & 10%
OFF OFF
YOUR ENTIRE SENIORS &

PURCHASE MILITARY!

WE INSTALL
YEAR-ROUND!

+ 5% OFF

TO THE FIRST 50
CALLERS ONLY!™

* ok ok

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!

Promo Code: 285

'Subject to credit approval. Call for details.

M CALL US TODAY FOR
‘0 A FREE ESTIMATE

rs: 8am-11pm, Fri-5

1-877-614-6667

n per h

An expert is someone who knows some
of the worst mistakes that can be made
in his subject and how to avoid them.
-Werner Heisenberg

OUTER BANKS, NORTH CAROLINA « VACATION RENTALS

. Selling fast for summer 2021
due to need to escape covid

rindley
each **(

VACATIONS & SALES

Book now for best selection!

877-642-3224

www.brmdleyh.each.com

150 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE

ENJOYING A
NEW SHOWER
IS EASIER THAN
YOU THINK

CALL TODAY
newshowerdeal.com/vapress | 866-854-7620

Feeling Stressed
about COVID?

=S

Virginia C.0.P.E.S. Warmline

877-349-MHAV (6428)

Monday - Friday 9am - 9pm
Saturday - Sunday 5pm - 9pm

OPEN TO ALL VIRGINIANS | YOU ARE NOT ALONE

Compassionate Optimistic Person-Centered Empowering Support
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Back to
Abnormal

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

Well, those last two weeks were kind of fun
(comparatively speaking), to the dozen or so
previous weeks. ‘Fun’, when you're a cancer
patient experiencing side effects from treatment,
is a moderation, absence even of said effects. My
recent two-week break from taking my thyroid
cancer medication was due to those side effects.
Mentioned in a previous column, | was having
balance and dizziness issues. In short, | couldn’t
walk or drive - for that matter, in a straight
line. After consulting with my oncologist who
deferred to the oncology pharmacist who'’s been
monitoring/adjusting my medication dosage, it
was agreed that I should cease and desist until
my symptoms subsided. As of this past Thursday,
my symptoms had mostly disappeared so | have
resumed my treatment, albeit at a lower dose.
(This will be the second reduction in my dose
since we've been trying to find the sweet spot
where the tumors are stable and the side effects
are manageable.)

Actually, these last two weeks of being
side-effect free was more than just a break
in the action. It was a revelation of sorts. The
infirmity/muscle weakness | was having was not
due to the older age I have become. It was the
medication. During this past fortnight, | began to
feel like myself again. | could get in and out of
chairs without pacing myself. I could roll over in
bed and pull up the covers without a fuss. And
of course, | could walk and drive a straight line.
It was wonderful. When one is in the midst of a
cancer diagnosis/existence, any indication that
your bodily functions are performing “within
normal parameters,” to quote Lt. Comm. Data
from “Star Trek: Next Generation” is somewhere
between reassuring and life affirming.

Generally speaking, we all know that cancer
doesn’t make its diagnosees big and strong.
Realistically speaking, you're happy with normal.
Conversely, when ‘normal” isn’t how you feel,
it’s hard to portend that death/disability is not
fast-approaching. Moreover, it’s an especially
slippery slope when one has been given a “ter-
minal” diagnosis originally and more recently
had that diagnosis modified to include a second
type of cancer: papillary thyroid cancer stage IV,
to go along with my pre-existing non small lung
cancer, also stage IV. One has to fight emotional-
ly to keep from getting lost/going down that rab-
bit hole. Any good news/an unexpected positive
reaction with your disease, like your mind and
body returning to pre-cancer normalcy is about
as good as it gets. So even though I'm back on
the medicine, | feel empowered, upbeat, hopeful
even. To that end/.continuation of life, | am not
going to worry yet that the reduced dose will
allow my tumors to grow. I'm just not going to
go there. What would be the point? I'll find out
soon enough, a few days after my next CT scan
in mid-March. Until then, | am going to bask in
my semi return to glory.

Speaking of ‘glory,’ as a cancer patient, one
has to grasp and hold on to anything of emotion-
al, physical, psychological or spiritual value. In
addition, what information you receive which is
not particularly positive, in that it's premature/
unproven/not corroborated by science, has to
be compartmentalized. As with Jerry Seinfeld,
you have to put it in the vault and almost throw
away the key. Allowing negative possibilities or
unpalatable scenarios to take root in your brain
really does a disservice to your potential surviv-
al. Ever since | was diagnosed with a “terminal”
form of cancer, I've tried not to put the cart in
front of the horse, if you know what I mean? The
diagnosis was bad enough on its own. I didn't/
don’t need to make it worse by pilling on. If
and when my life becomes more challenging/
more cancer centric than it is now, I'll deal with
it. I don’t need to bring it on any sooner than is
absolutely necessary. I've had 12 years | wasn’t
expecting since receiving an initial “13 month to
two” year prognosis. Twelve years later, | don’t
see any reason to change my approach.

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

pBTUSINESS™
DIRECTORY

WWW.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM

CaLL 703-549-0004

FOR ADVERTISING INFORMATION

K& D ELECTRIC

COMMERCIAL / RESIDENTIAL SERVICE
Family Owned & Operated
Recessed Lighting
Ceiling Fans
Phone/CATV
Computer Network Cabling
Service Upgrades
Hot Tubs, etc...

LANDSCAPING
Quality

Licensed/Bonded/Insured

Office  703-335-0654
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lektrkman28@gmail.com

Tree Service

& Landscaping

- Reasonable prices. Licensed & insured.
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Summer Cleanup... -
Tree removal, topping & pruning, =
shrubbery trimming, mulching, *
leaf removal, planting, hauling,
gutter cleaning, retaining walls,

By drainage problems, etc.

25 years of experience - Free estimates
703-868-5358

24 Hour Emergency
Tree Service

Patios & Drainage

Your neighborhood company since 1987

703-772-0500
J.E.S. Services

Free Estimates - Fully Licensed & Insured

¢ Planting & Landscaping Design

¢ Drainage & Water Problems

¢ Concrete Driveways, Replacement or New
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All work Guaranteed
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River Farm Offer Falls
Short of Asking Price

From Pace |
welcomes further dialogue with NOVA Parks
to the extent they are interested in submit-
ting a different proposal,” the Board said.
Gilbert said that NOVA Parks and the AHS
Board are still keeping the dialogue open on
the purchase. If NOVA Parks buys the farm,
it will remain undeveloped and open to the
public. “That’s what our proposal does,” Gil-
bert said.

Still For Sale

Local agent Sue Goodhart of Compass
Real Estate Group in Alexandria has listed
the farm, calling it a “once-in-a-lifetime op-
portunity to own 27 plus acres of riverfront
property in the Washington, DC metropoli-
tan area.”

“Imagine owning an estate renowned for
its unobstructed views of the Potomac River
and impeccably maintained gardens,” the
listing states.

With the pandemic impacting everything
for the last year, the AHS feels that they need
this sales price to expand their national im-
pact.

They will find another site for their head-
quarters said Bob Brackman, Interim Ex-
ecutive Director, “Once River Farm is sold,
AHS will determine the best location for its
headquarters to serve and build our national
audience.”

See the listing https://www.thegoodhart-
group.com/a-once-in-a-lifetime-opportuni-
ty-at-river-farm/

Steeped in History

River Farm, located just off the George
Washington Memorial Parkway, has a long
history, starting with Giles Brent Jr., and
his wife, a princess of the Piscataway tribe,

who owned it in 1653 or 1654, the listing
states. Then George Washington bought it
and made it part of his plantation. Malcolm
Matheson bought the property in 1919 and
remodeled the home, and in 1973, American
Horticultural Society (AHS) board member
and philanthropist Enid Annenberg Haupt
provided funds for the AHS to purchase the
property, the listing states. The grounds now
house the offices of AHS and are used for
weddings, events, and gardening.

Haupt intended for the property to remain
open to the public.

Historic Overlay District?

The County is currently considering the
creation of an Historic Overlay District
(HOD) for the River Farm property. New
state legislation recently approved by the
House and Senate will allow the county to
protect the land by permitting inclusion of
a provision in our historic preservation ordi-
nance that would allow public access to “an
historic area, landmark, building, or struc-
ture, or land pertaining thereto, or provid-
ing that no subdivision shall occur within
any historic district unless approved by the
review board or, on appeal, by the governing
body of the locality as being compatible with
the historic nature of such area, landmarks,
buildings, or structures.”

“I remain hopeful that the AHS Board will
support the criticality of preserving this his-
toric property for the public and future gen-
erations,” Storck said in a community email.
“We know this commitment has been a long
standing mission of the AHS Board and its
members.”

www.saveriverfarm.com/

www.fairfaxcounty.gov/planning-devel-
opment/plan-amendments/river-farm-hod

Housing Values Increase

From Pace 7
owners and is unsustainable,” Herrity said
in a release.

He shared ideas though on budget items.
“Instead of focusing on the pandemic re-
sponse and providing tax relief to our res-
idents, this budget includes staffing new
programs and facilities. We need to be doing
what our residents are having to do and fig-
ure out ways to work within our means.”

Specifically, Herrity said some reductions
in the school budget could be made, and
four facilities that are planned could be de-
layed to save the money for now.

These are the South County Police Sta-
tion, the Scotts Run Fire Station, and new
community centers in Lee and Sully Dis-
tricts. “We can defer opening these,” Herrity
said. None of his proposed deferments are
in his district.

The county executive’s proposed budget
already provides less money for schools than
the school board’s budget calls for.

HOMEOWNERS can also contest their ap-

praisals, possibly lowering the amount of
the value of their homes, and therefore the
amount of their tax bill. There are two levels
of appeal, the county said. The first one is
an administrative appeal to the Department
of Tax Administration, and the second level
is to the Board of Equalization, an indepen-
dent body made up of residents of Fairfax
County. In 2020, DTA received 493 admin-
istrative appeals and the BOE received 69
appeals.

Herrity did note that some of the seniors
in his district have moved out because of
the increased taxes. “Older adults are being
taxed out of Fairfax County,” Herrity said.

County residents can look for an oppor-
tunity to speak out on taxes over the next
few weeks.

There are public hearings about the coun-
ty budget from April 13-15. A mark-up of the
final budget draft is turned in on April 27
and the new budget comes out May 4.

To see where your real estate taxes are
spent, visit the real estate calculator at:

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/taxcalc/

wWww.CONNECTIONNEWSPAPERS.COM
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CHRIS
WHITE

FAMILY REAL ESTATE

OF LONG & FOSTER
Leading the Area in Real Estate SOLD!!!!

64 AIexandrla Homes Sold In 2020 &
25 homes sold o) far in 2021I
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j«.» 17

9406 Old Mt. Vernori 20 - 4233 LaurelDr 4305 Sheridans Point Ct | 8906 OldMountVemoan
$998,000 $755,000 $835,000 $719,500

9226 VolunteerDr 8329 Orange Ct 3809 Kings Hill Ct 8525 Bound Brook Pl
$650,000 $728,750 $989,250 $625,000

i | | . Y ey st gy ] M R s
9205 Forest Haven Dr 9032 Mcnair Dr 3713 Washington Woods Dr 4620 Tarpon Ln
$1,001,600 $655,000 $1,010,000 $825,000

Considering selling in 20217 Call us today!

BEST
LONG SFOSTER 703.283.9028 WASHINGTONIAN

www.chrisandpeggywhite.com 2020

chris.white@longandfoster.com S BLAL A Bt

Alexandria/Old Town Historic - 400 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22314 )"l() ""7 )‘"8 ’0]‘,
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