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Devastating Story of Veteran’s Sacrifice
Page 3

Falling Far Short on Affordable Housing
Page 7

Sweet and Timely
Page 6

Emily Kikta and Aaron Sanz performing 
with the New York City Ballet. Kikta 
and Aaron Sanz will lead a cast of 50 
dancers that includes Fairfax Ballet 
Company members and Russell School 
of Ballet students in the Nutcracker at 
Fairfax High School.
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Anatomy of a 
Business Closing

Page 6

Bamboo 
For Pandas

Page 10

Black History 
Is American 

History
Page 2

Rev. Jeffery Johnson giving 
a dramatic recitation of the 
iconic “I Have a Dream” 
speech originally delivered by 
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. 
at the Aug. 28, 1963 March on 
Washington, D.C.
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News

Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

F
airfax City got Black His-
tory Month off to a mean-
ingful start with a special 
ceremony, Jan. 28, inside 

the City Hall atrium and in Council 
chambers. The evening began with 
a catered reception with Rev. Jef-
fery Johnson, pastor of Mt. Calva-
ry Baptist Church in Fairfax, as the 
guest of honor.

Johnson gave a dramatic recita-
tion of the iconic “I Have a Dream” 
speech originally delivered by the 
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. at the 
Aug. 28, 1963, March on Wash-
ington, D.C. Then Mayor Cather-
ine Read presented a Black Histo-
ry Month Proclamation to him in 
front of City Council:

“Dr. Carter B. Woodson, a dis-
tinguished African American au-
thor, editor, publisher and histori-
an, founded Black History Month, 
based on the belief that African 
Americans and all Americans 
should know their past in order 
to participate in the affairs of the 
country. We celebrate the diversity 
of Black people in the City of Fair-
fax, the Commonwealth of Virginia 
and our nation.

Fairfax City Proclaims Black History Month

Local pastor 
recites King’s 
‘I Have a Dream’ 
speech.

In the Fairfax City Hall atrium, the Rev. Jeffery Johnson 
stands beside a 7-foot sculpture of the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. It was sculpted by Jeffery L. Hall, who won 
a national competition with it. This statue was Hall’s 
first cast; the original is in front of the Martin Luther 
King Library in Aurora, Colo. 

Jeffery Johnson poses with Mayor Catherine Read and Fairfax City Council members. (From left) are Billy Bates, 
Stacey Hardy-Chandler, Jeffery Johnson, Catherine Read, Stacy Hall, Rachel McQuillen, Anthony Amos and Tom 
Peterson. 

Rev. Johnson and Mayor Read with the 
Black History Month Proclamation. 

Rev. Jeffery Johnson reciting Martin Luther 
King’s “I Have a Dream” speech.

Jeffery Johnson and Catherine Read shake 
hands after the proclamation presentation, 
while Stacey Hardy-Chandler – the City’s 
first-ever Black Councilwoman – looks on.

“We acknowledge that we have 
never fully lived up to the found-
ing ideals of this country that all 
people are created equal. And we 
have often failed to acknowledge 
the contributions of those Black 
Americans whose courage, sacri-
fices and relentless efforts helped 
to build this country from the ar-
rival of the first enslaved Africans 
in Virginia in 1619.

“We acknowledge systemic rac-
ism has resulted in Black Ameri-
cans being more likely to die at an 
earlier age from all causes, with 
persons of color more greatly im-
pacted by health inequities, dis-
proportionately over-represented 
in our prison system and among 
our homeless populations, causing 
trauma over multiple generations 
within the Black community.

“We recognize that all people 
have inherent value and worth and 
are deserving of respect, dignity 
and basic human rights that have 
often been denied to Black Ameri-
cans through institutionalized rac-
ism that persists to this day. 

“We celebrate this year’s Black 
History Month theme of ‘African 
Americans and Labor,’ focusing 
on the various and profound ways 
that [Black] work of all kinds has 
shaped this country … including 
[via] thought leaders from Fred-
erick Douglass and Ida B. Wells, 
Nannie Helen Burroughs and Rosa 
Parks, to the Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. and President Barack 
Obama …

“Barriers to the full employment 
of African Americans have his-
torically included exclusion from 

higher education, segregation of 
the federal workforce and military, 
disenfranchisement at the ballot 
box, and racism in hiring in many 
industries over hundreds of years.”

The proclamation further 
stressed the investment gener-
ations of Black Americans have 
made to “the greatness of the 
American experience. We recog-
nize those contributions go beyond 
our own borders to impact some of 
the great accomplishments in sci-
ence, literature, diplomacy, the arts 
and athletics around the world.”

Read then officially proclaimed 
February 2025 Black History 
Month in the City of Fairfax and 
encouraged residents to “seek out 
the many stories of the African 
American experience in our coun-
try through books, theater, movies, 

documentaries, features and other 
events. Black history is American 
history, every month of the year, 
and it is incumbent on all of us to 
know our country’s full history and 
the importance of centuries of Af-
rican American labor that built this 
nation.”

Afterward, Johnson noted that 
his church was established in 
May 1870, nearly 155 years ago. 
He then told Read, “On behalf of 
Mt. Calvary Baptist Church and 
its parishioners, and the citizens 
of this great City, I thank you for 
this proclamation, I thank you for 
the regard and respect for African 
American history. And I also thank 
you that here, in this administra-
tion, our voices are welcome and 
our thoughts are considered.”
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News

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

F
airfax County Executive Bryan Hill 
presented his proposed FY 2026 Ad-
vertised Budget Plan on Tuesday. Hill 
suggested a 1.5-cent real estate tax 

rate increase to $1.14 per $100 assessed 
value. That would generate $50.9 million, 
bringing the average homeowner’s increase 
to slightly over $638.

Hill suggested a 3 percent prepared food 
and beverage tax that, if in effect January 
2026, would generate net revenue of $48.1 
million over six months. “That could be invest-
ed in county priorities or a portion of which 
could eliminate the need for a real estate tax 
rate increase in this budget,” said Hill.

Hill noted that the county’s commercial/
industrial percentage of the total real estate 
assessment base decreased from 15.58 per-
cent in FY 2025 to 14.80 percent in FY 2026. 
He said responsible budgeting is about bal-
ance, and his proposed budget included 
equal growth for county disbursements and 
transfers to Fairfax County Public Schools, 
with a growth rate of just under four-and-
a-half percent. Hill acknowledged the pro-
posed budget did not fully fund the super-
intendent’s requested operating transfer. “A 
tight budget brings difficult choices, and one 
of the most challenging this year is funding 
the support of our schools. The superinten-
dent’s proposed budget includes a $268 mil-
lion increase in school operating transfer, 
or about 10.4 percent slightly less than the 
amount discussed at our November forecast 
meeting. This transfer request exceeds last 
year’s $254 million requests, which was the 
largest dollar increase request in county his-
tory,” Hill said.

Hill’s proposed budget focused on com-
pensation for county employees. It fully 
funded the county’s collective bargaining 
agreements with IAFF Local 2068: Fairfax 
County Professional Fire Fighters and the 
Fairfax County Chapter of the Southern 
States Police Benevolent Association and 
provided a full compensation package for 
non-represented employees.

However, given the moderate revenue 
growth projected, the advertised budget 
did not include major investments in many 
county priorities.

Hill proposed a 2 percent increase to the 
transient occupancy (hotel) tax to mitigate 
further increases to the real estate tax rate. 
That would bring the rate from four to six 
percent and generate just over $13 million, 
a 6 percent rate that aligns with many juris-
dictions in the area. “Half of this additional 
revenue is mandated for tourism promotion 
and has been held in balance pending dis-
cussions on its use. The remaining half can 
be utilized as general fund revenue and can 
be applied to balance the budget,” Hill said. 
He noted that the state offers counties few 
revenue-generating options. Real estate tax 
is Fairfax County’s primary revenue source.

Hill proposed dedicating an additional 
quarter penny of the real estate tax rate, or 
$8.5 million, for affordable housing to sup-
port the county’s goal of reaching 10,000 
new affordable homes by 2034.

This budget marks Hill’s eighth as county 
executive. He said it had “been one of the 
most difficult ones” that he had to deal with, 
more so than during COVID when federal 
dollars came to the rescue. Hill said his 2026 
Advertised Budget was set against “great un-

certainty for our region, as the new presi-
dential administration has begun taking 
actions to significantly reshape the federal 
government. … Fairfax County is home to 
more than 50,000 federal workers, and even 
more workers are connected to businesses 
contracted with the federal government,” 
Hill said.

Hill said they are seeing workers being 
laid off or furloughed and that the broader 
economic impacts of some of the president’s 
actions, particularly concerning policies 
like tariffs, have yet to be realized. “It will 
be imperative for us to continually monitor 
actions at the federal level to determine if 
any updates to our revenue or expenditure 
projections are necessary, “ he said.

Hill’s budget included $60 million in re-
ductions, with 208 merit positions eliminat-
ed. Hill acknowledged that while the pro-
posal focused on pay and benefits for county 
employees, other adjustments proved nec-
essary, such as those “to address inflation, 
debt service obligations, state and federal 
mandates, new facilities and information 
technology needs.” 

Hill reiterated that the state does not fully 
meet its obligation for funding Fairfax Coun-
ty Schools according to a 2023 study by the 
Joint Legislative Audit and Review Commission 
(JLARC). Fairfax County makes up for state 
funding shortfalls with additional local funding. 

More challenging than COVID year budgets.

Highlights of Fairfax County Proposed FY 2026 Budget

Screenshot/ Source: Fairfax County Channel 16
How to provide input to the budget

“A tight budget brings 
difficult choices,  
and one of the most 
challenging this year 
is funding the support 
of our schools.”

— Fairfax County Executive  
Bryan Hill

“We have included  
employee compensation 
consistent with what 
our metrics show and 
consistent with what  
we know is necessary 
to retain the best and 
brightest employees.”

— Jeff McKay, chairman,  
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors

Jeff McKay, chairman of the Fairfax Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors, clarified after Hill’s 
presentation that every impacted merit em-
ployee would be offered another opportuni-
ty within the county. “That’s one of the rea-
sons for the proposed one-and-a-half cent 
tax increase. We have included employee 
compensation consistent with what our met-
rics show and consistent with what we know 
is necessary to retain the best and brightest 
employees.” 

“Clearly that is not what’s happening 
across the river,” said McKay. “As I men-
tioned earlier, this is going to have a signif-
icant, and you acknowledge significant, im-
pact on our budget moving forward. 

“The way you treat your employees says a 
lot about your organization.”

Screenshot Source: Fairfax County Channel 16
Bryan Hill

Screenshot Source: Fairfax County Channel 16
Chairman Jeff McKay
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Curry Mantra’s samosas stuffed with curried peas and herbs, plus a dish of 
Tandoori Chicken.

Restaurant Week

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

S
howcasing more than 30 of the ar-
ea’s most diverse food and dining 
options, Fairfax City Restaurant 
Week is sure to tickle the tastebuds 

of even the most discerning foodies. It runs 
Feb. 24 through March 2 and offers the 
world on a plate via an enticing array of 
culinary delights.

Customers will enjoy dishes from around 
the globe, experiencing food from Asia, 
Peru, Italy, Ireland, Azerbaijan and the Ca-
ribbean, as well as American steaks and 
seafood. Promising something for every-
one, the participating restaurants will fea-
ture menus at set prices of $25 for brunch 
or lunch and $40 for a three-course dinner. 
In addition, some specialty restaurants and 
food purveyors will offer a two-for-$10 
deal. And others will have a “Let’s Work 
Together” offering.

“Fairfax City Restaurant Week continues 
to grow and expand,” said Fairfax May-
or Catherine Read. “Diners can sample 
unique cuisines from around the world, as 
well as organize a group at their favorite 
local restaurant. From pizza by the slice to 
handmade pasta, Asian bowls, steak and 
lobster, there’s something for every budget 
and every palate in Fairfax City.”

Participating restaurants include 54 
Restaurant Bar & Lounge, Audacious Ale-
works, Baku Delicious, Bellissimo Restau-
rant, Big Buns, Commonwealth Brewing Co., 
Curry Mantra, Dolce Vita Italian Kitchen & 
Wine Bar, Draper’s Steak & Seafood, Earp’s 
Ordinary, El Pollo Rico, Fauna Latin Flavor, 
Hamrock’s Restaurant, Jas & Fam Caribbean 
Flavor, and Kelly’s Oyster House & Bar.

Also taking part will be Mackenzie’s 
Tunes & Tonics, Meokja Meokja, Milk & 
Honey, Mr Pepperoni Fairfax, My Empana-
das, Ned’s New England Deck, Okonomi 
Asian Grill, Old Dominion Pizza, ONE Bar 
& Grill, Ornery Beer Co., Patriots Pub & 
Grill, P.J. Skidoos, TeaDM Fairfax, The Auld 
Shebeen, The Wine House, Two Burritos, 
ViVi Bubble Tea, and Z! Eats.

“We greatly appreciate all who work 
tirelessly to make Fairfax City Restaurant 

Week such a huge success,” said Economic 
Development Director Chris Bruno. “The 
growth of this event has spotlighted Fairfax 
City as a premier dining destination, while 
showcasing the community and its quality 
restaurateurs.”

Fairfax City restaurant owners and con-
sultants are part of the Restaurant Week 
committee overseeing this always-antici-
pated event. The goal is to provide attend-
ees with a unique, Fairfax City experience 
while also strengthening community bonds 
between residents and the food and din-
ing establishments. This special week also 
helps raise brand recognition for the par-
ticipating restaurants.

The upcoming event marks Fairfax City’s 
eighth winter restaurant week. It’s spon-
sored by Fairfax City Economic Develop-
ment and the Central Fairfax Chamber of 
Commerce, in partnership with the Old 
Town Fairfax Business Association. For 
more information and to see the latest par-
ticipating restaurants and their offerings, 
go to fairfaxcityrestaurantweek.com. Fol-
low @FairfaxCityRestaurantWeek on Insta-
gram and Facebook.

A few examples of the dinner entrees in 
store for customers are:

Baku Delicious
Azerbaijani Plov – Mixed beef and lamb 

with rice, onion, chestnut and dry yellow 
plum; and Grape Leaves Dolma – Grape 
leaves stuffed with ground meat, rice, on-
ion, cilantro, dill and mint.

Draper’s Steak 
& Seafood

N.Y. Strip Steak – 10-ounce steak served 
with garlic mashed potatoes, asparagus 
and choice of sauce; Grilled Mahi Mahi 
with coconut rice, broccolini, grilled pine-
apple salsa and chipotle honey glaze; and 
Roasted Herb Chicken - Roasted chicken 
half, brown butter sauce, fingerling pota-
toes and fried brussels sprouts.

Two Burritos
Chicken Bowl, Birria Bowl, Chicken Faji-

tas, and Green (veggie) Fajitas.

ONE Bar & Grill
Hanger steak - Grilled, marinated steak 

with roasted potato and beurre maître 
d’hotel; Chicken Pot au Feu - Hearty chick-
en simmered in court bouillon with fresh 
herbs; Hanger Steak Chimichurri - Mar-
inated steak with fresh herbs salsa, blis-
tered sweet pepper and potato; Eggplant 
Bonifacio - Stuffed eggplant with fresh 
herbs and mozzarella gratin; and Diablo 
Shrimp – Spicy, sauteed shrimp with cho-
rizo sausage, linguine and olive oil.

Fairfax Academy 
Dancers Concert, 
Feb. 21

The Fairfax Academy Dancers are pre-
senting a dance benefit concert, “Move to 
Mend,” this Friday, Feb. 21, at 7 p.m. in the 
Fairfax High auditorium. This event will 
highlight talented students from the Acad-
emy dance program, along with alumni 
and other performers from the community.

It’s sponsored by the Fairfax Academy 
for Communications and the Arts, and 
proceeds will benefit the charity Hope to 
Heal, supporting those in need who are 
fighting various eating disorders. Admis-
sion is free, but donations will be accepted 
to support the cause.

Joining the Fairfax Academy Dancers 
onstage will be groups including Greater 
Washington Chinese Dance, Center Stage, 
DanceWorks at Mason, Ballet Embody, 1 
PICK, Ash & Elm Dance Company, Helping 
Hearts Through the Arts, Rhythm and Arts 
Center, and the West Potomac Academy 
Dance program.

For more information about Move to 
Mend or to make a donation, email Mere-
dith Barnes, Fairfax Academy dance direc-
tor, at mbarnes@fcps.edu

Have Coffee with 
a Cop on Feb. 24

The City of Fairfax Police Department is 
holding its next Coffee with a Cop on Mon-
day, Feb. 24, from 9-11 a.m. Stop by, have 
some coffee and chat with the officers at 
the Giant Food store at 9400 Fairfax Blvd. 
in Fairfax.

Craft and Vendor 
Market at 
Sherwood Center

A Craft and Vendor Market is slated for 
Saturday, March 8, from 9 a.m.-2 p.m., at 
the Sherwood Center, 3740 Blenheim Blvd. 
in Fairfax City. 

Admission is free, and attendees may 
shop for a variety of craft items, as well as 
jewelry, toys and graphic arts. Hosting the 
event is the Fairfax City Young at Heart Se-
nior Advisory Committee.

Community Police 
Academy Applications 
for Spring

Interested in learning more about lo-
cal law enforcement? The Community 
Police Academy is now accepting applica-
tions for the Spring session that will meet 
from March 13 to May 17. This academy 
is designed to give participants a glimpse 
behind the badge and to provide infor-
mation about training, policies and the 
many units and divisions within the Fair-
fax County Police Department. For further 
information and to apply, go to https://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/police/Service-
sAH/CommunityPoliceAcademy.

News Briefs

Flavors of the Globe 
Available in Fairfax City

Winter Restaurant 
Week is Feb. 
24-March 2.

Korean Barbecue being prepared at Meokja Meokja. 
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Clinical 
Capabilities:
IV Antibiotics

Vent & Trach Dialysis

Short-Term Dialysis 
Management

Comprehensive 
Services Include:
Consultative Visits by 
On-Staff Nephrologists

On-Site Cardiology & 
Pulmonary Rounding

Health Coaching & 
Dietary Education

Routine Medical 
Management of 
Co-Morbidities

CKD Monthly 
Support Group led by 
community CKD experts

Dialysis Wing 

Dedicated 
Transport Aides

Full Case 
Management Services

24/7 Guest Service

Learn more about our on-campus 
Hemodialysis Program, call us today!

703.836.8838 • WoodbineRehab.com 
2729 King Street, Alexandria, VA 22302

Introducing our On-Site Hemodialysis 
Unit, in partnership with Nova 
Dialysis, providing advanced care 
and personalized services to meet all 
your dialysis needs.

Experience The  
Dialysis Difference

Y EARS OF SERVICE

Brightview’s award-winning communities  
inspire and engage residents while 
supporting their changing needs. 

Our associates have one question for you: 
Why not? Each day, residents explore new 
interests and embark on new adventures.

What will you do today?  
 At Brightview, it’s  
entirely up to you! 

INDEPENDENCEINDEPENDENCE POSSIBILITIES POSSIBILITIES CHOICECHOICE

FOCUS ON WHAT MATTERS.
EYEING A VIBRANT, SECURE FUTURE?

Learn more at BrightviewSeniorLiving.com

Independent Living | Assisted Living 
Gallery Assisted Living | Dementia Care

WELCOME CENTER NOW OPEN  
COMMUNITY OPENS THIS MAY

800.666.9536

Independent Living 
Assisted Living | Dementia Care

WELCOME CENTER OPEN SOON 

703.704.2944

See Ebbin, Page 9

Opinion

By Sen. Adam Ebbin

A
s we approach the 
conclusion of the 
2025 legislative ses-
sion, I am working 

to bring a number of my bills 
over the finish line. This week 
I wanted to discuss a few piec-
es of legislation that many of 
you have written to me about. 

Green Economy
Energy and a green economy for Virgin-

ia’s future is a hot topic that comes up in 
the General Assembly. My bill on solar in-
terconnection fees, SB 1058, deals with the 
costs of connecting new solar facilities to 
the electric grid. Recently, Alexandria Public 
High School’s new Minnie Howard Campus 
and the new Douglas MacArthur Elementary 
School faced unexpected costs of $1.3 mil-
lion and $105,000 respectively to integrate 
their new solar installations with the elec-
trical grid due to associated infrastructure 
upgrade costs assessed by Dominion Energy. 
My bill would require the State Corporation 
Commission to establish a cost sharing pro-
gram for required system upgrades to inter-
connect new solar facilities. By spreading in-
terconnection upgrade costs among all new 
solar installations connected to a particular 

substation, smaller projects, 
like those being built by Alex-
andria City Public Schools, can 
proceed while still contribut-
ing to maintain and upgrade 
the system. Delegate Kathy 
Tran (D-Fairfax) has worked 
hard on the House version of 
the bill, HB 2266. 

Delegate Rip Sullivan 
(D-Fairfax) brought us HB 
1791, another bill that would 

help our green economy. This bill creates 
the Electric Vehicle Rural Infrastructure Pro-
gram and Fund, which would allow devel-
opers who install electric vehicle charging 
stations in rural areas to apply for a state 
grant. We have a growing number of electric 
vehicles, and easier drives to our state parks 
and other rural attractions help promote ac-
cess and protect our environment. 

Reducing Underage Vaping and Tobacco 
Use

One of the bills requiring the most legwork 
this session has been my bill, SB 1060, which 
aims to reduce underage vaping and tobacco 
use. Delegate Patrick Hope (D-Arlington) is 
sponsoring the House counterpart, HB 1946. 
Both bills would allow the confiscation of 

The Home Stretch
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See Peachwave, Page 15

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

F
or many people, January represents 
a new year full of promise and, often, 
hope for a fresh start – or, at least, an 
improvement in their circumstances. 

But for David Waskiewicz, it meant the end 
of his business, Peachwave Frozen Yogurt, 
which closed Jan. 22.

It opened at University Mall in Fairfax in 
August 2020, during the pandemic. And de-
spite it being in a quiet courtyard not visible 
from the parking lot and behind the main 
businesses, Peachwave eventually devel-
oped a loyal following.

It offered more than 150 flavors of frozen 
yogurt, 16 rotating flavors of gelato, sever-
al flavors of Dole Whip, plus smoothies and 
shakes. Fresh ingredients arrived daily, and 
the frozen yogurt was made on site. And al-
though sales were initially slow through the 
pandemic, Waskiewicz said they’d risen dra-
matically by 2022 and “that prosperity con-
tinued” through the end of that year. 

But in 2023, things took a nosedive, with 
several factors leading to the Fairfax store’s 
demise, Waskiewicz said. They included in-
flation, new competition, a location with lit-
tle foot traffic, and an expansion into Tysons 
Corner that failed.

“In January 2023, we opened a second 
location on the third floor of Tysons Mall,” 
said Waskiewicz. “It was just a kiosk with 
four, frozen-yogurt machines. I was doing 
$10,000/month in sales, but the rent was 
$9,000/month. Plus – with business costs 

and employees’ salaries – every month it 
was open, we were losing $2,000 to $5,000. 
We kept it open nine months before we had 
to pull the plug that October.”

“A lot of the customers there were tour-
ists, and many were from foreign countries,” 

he explained. “And they were nervous 
about what the cost of their frozen 
yogurt would be, since it varied by 
weight, and they weren’t used to that.”

Meanwhile, although the Fairfax Peach-
wave was still a hit with its customers, debt 
from the Tysons location negatively impact-
ed it. “We were always bleeding money,” 
said Waskiewicz. Then in summer 2024, new 
competition for the Fairfax store opened up 
in nearby Springfield and Burke. 

“So we ended that year 5-1/2 percent 
down from 2023 – and that’s thousands of 
dollars,” said Waskiewicz. “In addition, in-
flation in the costs of my food bases and all 
the cups and spoons ate into my profits. For 
example, a case of 1,000 cups went from 
$90 to $120 – and I went through a lot of 
cups.”

Through it all, though, he didn’t raise his 
prices. “I didn’t want to add to my custom-
ers’ burdens,” he said. “Because my base is 
moms and kids, I wanted to keep it as af-
fordable as could be for them. Desserts are a 
want-to-have product, not a need. So when 
people are having trouble with their own 
budgets, frozen yogurt becomes a rare treat 
for families. They cut this out before they do 
coffee.”

Trouble was, when the Tysons location 
closed, Waskiewicz still had to make the 
loan payments for his machines and other 
equipment. And while operating that site, 
he’d taken out a personal loan, which also 
had to be repaid. Furthermore, he added, “I 
had to start using the profits from the Fairfax 
location to pay the Tysons debts.”

Nonetheless, said Waskiewicz, “I proba-

Hurt by inflation, 
poor location and a 
failed expansion.
Anatomy of a yogurt business meltdown.

Peachwave Frozen Yogurt Closes for Business

David Waskiewicz standing beside the toppings bar.

The colorful interior of Peachwave Frozen Yogurt in Fairfax.

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection

See Customers, Page 15

By Bonnie Hobbs
The Connection

Although Peachwave Frozen Yogurt 
had to close last month, in the 4-1/2 
years it operated at University Mall 

in Fairfax, it developed a strong and happy 
customer base. “Our customers came from 
all over – even as far away as Arlington,” 
said owner David Waskiewicz. “And we had 
wonderful, loyal guests in our local custom-
ers.”

On Jan. 21, the last day it was open for 
business, Peachwaves’s tables were full, as 
people of all ages came one last time to en-
joy their favorite flavors in the cheerful and 
colorful store. In the late afternoon, after 
school was out, several of the customers 

were students from nearby Robinson Sec-
ondary School. They included seniors Ella 
Osborne and Diane LaFountain.

“We’ve been coming in since it opened,” 
said Osborne. “We’re here at least once or 
twice a month. I usually go for chocolate 

Photos by Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection

frozen yogurt topped with popping boba 
pearls.”

“I like the cotton-candy flavor and all the 
toppings,” said LaFountain. “And this store 
has an inviting atmosphere.”

Osborne said they chose Peachwave over 
other, similar businesses because “every-
thing here is high-quality. And it’s also really 

‘I’ve Had a Lot of Good Memories Here’

From left are Ella Osborne and Diane LaFountain. Enjoying their frozen yogurt are (from left) Henry Stockard, 
Anne Sonner and Alexandra Alexson.

Customers sad about 
dessert shop’s demise.
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News

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

T
he controversial Virginia Senate 
Bill 982,  the so-called Fairfax Ca-
sino Bill introduced by Senate Ma-
jority Leader Scott Surovell, died 

late Wednesday afternoon after House lead-
ership moved it between House committees 
for consideration. The Virginia House Ap-
propriations Subcommittee on Commerce, 
Agriculture, and Natural Resources agreed 
to “Pass the Bill By for the Day.” 

Surovell introduced Senate Bill 982, with 
the bill passing 24-16 in the Senate on Tues-
day, Feb. 4. “When I read the paper about 
how much money Maryland was going to 
suck out of our commonwealth to pay for 
their schools — in both Maryland and [Prince 
George’s] County, I thought it was offensive, 
and I thought that we need to do something,” 
Surovell said. Maryland is home to MGM 
National Harbor Hotel and Casino, directly 
across the Potomac River from Alexandria.

If Virginia SB982  had passed the House 
and won Gov. Glenn Youngkin’s approval, it  
would have allowed Fairfax County to hold a 
local referendum for voters to decide wheth-
er Fairfax County would be added to the list 
as the fifth eligible host locality as described 
in part  in  Article 2. §58.1-4101  E.: “lim-
ited to a proposed site for a casino gam-
ing establishment in Tysons located within 
one-quarter of a mile of an existing station 
on the Metro Silver Line, part of a coordinat-
ed mixed-use project development consist-
ing of no less than 1.5 million square feet, 
within two miles of a regional enclosed mall 
containing not less than 1.5 million square 
feet of gross building area, and outside of 
the Interstate 495 Beltway.”

“Oh, what a happy day leading up to Val-
entine’s,” posted Sen. Jennifer Boysko (D-

38) at 5:19 p.m. on Feb. 12. “SB982, the Ca-
sino Bill, has died in a House Appropriations 
Subcommittee.”

Supervisor Walter Alcorn (D-Hunter Mill), 
serving on the Fairfax County Board of Su-
pervisors and passionate opponent of SB982, 
posted on X at 6:54 p.m., “What a wonderful 
gift, and thanks for your show of love this af-
ternoon speaking out against the casino!”

The Great Falls Citizens Association re-
leased its newsletter, titled “House Subcom-
mittee Action Halts Progress of Tysons Ca-
sino Bill.’ at 6 p.m. According to the GFCA, 
the Chairman, David Bulova, commented, 
“Today’s meeting was the subcommittee’s 
last meeting of the session.” “Therefore, the 
casino bill may be left in committee.” 

GFCA thanked Fairfax County Board Su-
pervisor Jimmy Bierman (D-Dranesville) for 
his strong opposition to the bill and added 

that its Special Committee on Legislative 
Action and the Land Use & Zoning Commit-
tee will continue to monitor the casino issue 
and any new initiatives that may develop.

Lynne Mulston, spokesperson for the No 
Fairfax Casino Coalition, expressed her grat-
itude to all the elected officials who opposed 
the bill in the GFCA  newsletter. “We extend 

our deepest gratitude to Senator Jennifer 
Boysko, whose bold, decisive leadership led 
the opposition to this casino bill. Of signif-
icance, we acknowledge the thousands of 
Fairfax County residents who signed peti-
tions opposing the bill, wrote members of 
the General Assembly, donated to the fight, 
planted yard signs, attended our rallies, and 
traveled numerous times to Richmond in or-
der to voice opposition,” Mulston said.

Mulston added that SB982 followed 
the failed effort by Sen. Dave Marsden 
(D-Burke). “So, it is likely to resurrect itself 
in another piece of legislation in the future.”

During the 2024 General Assembly ses-
sion, a Virginia Senate subcommittee voted 

to “continue” Marsden’s  Senate Bill 675, 
so a more in-depth analysis of the poten-
tial casino could be conducted. In Janu-
ary 2023, Marsden introduced  Senate Bill 
1543, which would have amended state law 
to allow a casino to be built in any locali-
ty with a population of more than 1 million 
and operating under an urban county execu-
tive form of government. Marsden’s bill was 
withdrawn before the vote.

“We’re going to keep talking about it,” 
Surovell said after Wednesday’s vote.

Virginia Senate Bill 982 dead for 2025.

Royal Flush for Opponents of ‘Casino Bill’

Photo contributed 
Members of the No Fairfax Coalition traveled multiple times to Richmond, a two-and-
a-half-hour trip each way, to inform legislators of their position and why.

“What a wonderful gift, 
and thanks for your 
show of love this  
afternoon speaking out 
against the casino.”

— Supervisor Walter Alcorn  
(D-Hunter Mill)

“We’re going to keep 
talking about it.”

— Sen. Scott Surovell

“SB982 the “Casino 
Bill” has died in a 
House Appropriations 
Subcommittee.”

— Va. Sen. Jennifer Boysko

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

Virginia State Senator Jennifer Boys-
ko (D-38) has been disciplined for 
speaking out against Senate Bill 982, 

Fairfax Casino bill. Boysko lost her positions 
as a budget conferee, chair of the Senate 
Transportation Committee, and member of 
the Rules Committee. Senate Majority Lead-
er Scott A. Surovell (D-34) is the chief pa-
tron of Senate Bill 982. 

“To lose those leadership positions was 
a harsh penalty. But I do not regret stand-
ing up for our community,’ Boysko said in 
her online bulletin Friday evening, Feb.14. 
“Thousands of people have worked to-
gether to defeat the casino legislation, and 

I am proud to have led that effort. Some-
times, even members of the same party do 
not think as one. We must continue to work 
together to fight for our values.” Boysko 
testified against Surovell’s bill in a House 
sub-committee meant to pave the way for 
the casino gaming establishment.

SB982 died in a House Appropriations 
subcommittee on Wednesday, Feb. 12, 
“passed by for the day.” It would have au-
thorized Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors the right to call a referendum and for 
local voters to decide whether they wanted 
Fairfax County to be an eligible host local-
ity for a casino establishment in Virginia. 
The bill slated a specific area in Tysons for 
the casino gaming establishment. Comstock 
Holding Cos. is pushing for the project de-

velopment; however, the 
Fairfax County Board of 
Supervisors would, as the 
next step in following the 
process, issue a Request 

for Proposals and choose a plan before put-
ting it to voters.

Boysko said, “I’ve heard from many friends 
far and near over the past few days.” Boysko 
added that she is “very proud” of her work in 
the positions from which she was removed 
and proud to have led the effort against the 
casino proposed for the Tyson’s area.

Sen. Stella Pekarsky (D-36), Sen. Lamont 
Bagby (D-14), and Sen. Todd Pillion (R-6) 
co-sponsored SB-982. 

According to Boysko, there are rumors that 
a bill leading to a casino could be brought 
back. “I will continue to fight against all ef-
forts to bring a casino to or near District 38. 
Please continue to let your legislators know 
how you feel,” she said in her bulletin.

Surovell released a statement on X on 
Feb. 12, as patron of SB982 for the Ty-
sons Entertainment District passed by for 
the day in the House Appropriations Com-
mittee. “With the Trump administration 
moving aggressively to eliminate jobs in 
Northern Virginia,” Surovell said he was 
disappointed that the bill did not advance 
“to bring thousands of union jobs to Fairfax 
County.” With thousands of federal jobs al-
ready lost and more economic harm on the 
horizon, Surovell said he looked forward 
to continued work with his partners on the 
Fairfax Delegation to the General Assembly 
and local Board of Supervisors to bring for-
ward supportive policies “that offer relief 
and support for our citizens.”

Boysko loses leadership positions after  
opposing Senate majority leader’s ‘casino bill.’

‘Harsh Penalty’ Slams Senator “To lose those leadership  
positions was a harsh penalty. 
But I do not regret standing 
up for our community.” 

— Sen. Jennifer B. Boysko (D-38)
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Community News at a Glance

Screenshot Source: Facebook 
Sunday, Feb. 9, was the last day of the 2025 
Chief vs. Chief Adoption Bowl held at the 
Fairfax County Animal Shelter Michael R. Frey 
Campus and Fairfax County Animal Shelter 
Lorton Campus. Chief  Kevin Davis scored five 
adoptions; Chief Butler three. The shelters 
waived all adoption fees for dogs weighing 45 
pounds or more from Thursday, February 6, 
through Sunday, February 9. Ultimately, what 
mattered wasn’t which chief had the winning 
score but that eight dogs crossed the welcome 
mats to their new homes.

The 2025 Chief vs. 
Chief Adoption Bowl
Four days 
of free 
adoptions 
for dogs 45 
pounds 
or more.

Screenshot Source: Facebook 
One of many dogs at the shelters, 
45 pounds or more, up for 
adoption.

Screenshot/ Source: Instagram
Team Davis scored the win at the 2025 Chief vs. Chief Adoption Bowl.

— Mercia Hobson

By Mercia Hobson
The Connection

Some local individuals support the new 
administration’s actions. For others, 
ongoing shock and awe, compound-

ed by feelings of powerlessness and uncer-
tainty, are at an all-time high, leaving them 
chronically stressed.

Many factors contribute to stress, each 
impacting different sets of community 
members. For federal employees, it is the 
ongoing mass layoffs and firings at various 
federal agencies. The immigrant commu-
nity fears deportation, family separations 
and an uncertain future. The LGBTQIA2S+ 
communities fear losing freedoms to express 
their identities. Black, Indigenous and other 
people of color face racism. Four U.S. avia-
tion accidents have occurred since Inaugu-
ration Day — Jan. 29, Arlington, Va.; Jan. 
31, Philadelphia; Feb. 6, Alaska; and Feb. 
10, Arizona (plus Toronto Feb. 17) — rais-
ing concerns about flying for some, while at 
the same time, hundreds of FAA employees 
are fired despite the crashes.  Most people 
can handle small doses of stress, but chronic 
stress risks individuals’ health. 

“A body under constant stress is like an 
engine that’s continuously being revved,” 
the Cleveland Clinic reports. Low-cost 
mental health resources are available. For 
life-threatening and medical emergencies, 
call 911 or go to the nearest emergency 
room.

v National Suicide Prevention Lifeline 
(988)—Dial 988 for free, confidential, 
24/7 support from trained counselors. You 
can also text 988 or Crisis Chat at https://
chat.988lifeline.org/. Website: 988 Suicide 
& Crisis Lifeline. LGBTQ youth who contact 
the 988 Lifeline via phone, text, or chat be-
tween 3 p.m. and 2 a.m. ET daily can con-
nect with a specially trained, LGBTQ-com-
petent counselor by phone 24/7 and via text 
and chat.

v Fairfax County’s CSB Emergency and 
Mobile Crisis Units number is 703-573-
5679. You can call staff at 703-383-8500 or 
just come in, without an appointment, to the 
CSB Merrifield Center at 8221 Willow Oaks 

Mental Health Hotlines
Stress Crisis: Need 
someone to talk to? 
Low-cost options.

Corporate Drive in Fairfax. Call center and 
walk-in hours are Monday through Friday, 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

v Domestic and Sexual Violence 24-Hour 
Hotline at 703-360-7273 for resources 
and information about domestic or sexu-
al violence. Hotline Advocates are able to 
help. Through the language line services, 
advocates can access over 140 languages. 
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyser-
vices/domestic-sexual-violence/24-hour-ho-
tline

v VeteransCrisisLine.net provides 24/7 
confidential crisis support for veterans and 
their loved ones. Call 988, press 1, text 
838255, or chat online.

v LGBT National Hotline—serves callers 
of all ages, offering peer counseling, infor-
mation, and local resources. 888-843-4564 
- hours: Monday-Friday, 2–11 p.m. ET; Sat-
urday and Sunday, noon–5 p.m. ET. https://
lgbthotline.org/

v Trans Lifeline—Trans Lifeline’s Hotline 
is a peer support service run by trans people 
for trans and questioning callers. It offers di-
rect emotional and financial support to trans 
people in crisis. 877-565-8860 Hours: Mon-
day through Friday, 1 p.m.–9 p.m. Eastern.

v The National Sexual Assault Telephone 
Hotline is 800-656-HOPE (4673). Helping 
Survivors Advocacy Center — Information & 
Support for Survivors: https://helpingsurvi-
vors.org/

v Domestic/Partner Violence Hotlines: 
800-799-7233 — ndvh.org

v Doorways for Women and Families: 24-
Hour Domestic and Sexual Violence Hotline 
703-237-0881

What happens to a body under stress? 
Stress caused by a perceived threat prompts 
the adrenal glands to release a surge of hor-
mones; among them, adrenaline makes the 
heart beat faster, raises blood pressure, and 
releases cortisol. This changes immune sys-
tem responses and suppresses the digestive, 
reproductive, and growth processes. The 
long-term activation of the stress response 
system and too much exposure to cortisol 
and other stress hormones can disrupt al-
most all the body’s processes, according to 
the Mayo Clinic. Stress causes health prob-
lems such as anxiety, depression, headaches, 
muscle tension and pain; digestive issues, 
sleep problems, memory problems, eating 
challenges, as well as heart disease, heart 
attack, high blood pressure, and stroke. 

— Mercia Hobson

“The Fair-
fax-Falls Church 
Community 
Services Board 
(CSB) provides 
lifesaving ser-
vices for people 
experiencing 
mental health 
concerns, sub-
stance misuse 
and/or develop-
mental disabili-
ties. Our vision 
is that everyone 
in our commu-
nity has the 
support needed 
to live a healthy, 
fulfilling life.”
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Same Company, Same Employees,
Same Great Value - Now Celebrating 20 Years!

Visit our website: www.twopoorteachers.com

TWO POOR TEACHERS
Kitchen and Bathroom Remodeling

Fully Insured & Class A Licensed
Since 1999 10% down

nothing until the job
is complete for the

past 17 years

• Electrical (ELE)
• Gas Fitting (GFC)
• Heating Ventilation and Air
   Conditioning (HVA)
• Plumbing (PLB)
• Residential Building (RBC)

Free Estimates 703-999-2929
Check if your contractor is licensed at the state level

http://www.DPOR.virginia.gov

From Page 5

tobacco and vape products from 
underage persons and would in-
crease random inspections to pre-
vent sales to minors. My office has 
worked with stakeholders from the 
Department of Taxation, the Alco-
holic Beverage Control Authority, 
and representatives from conve-
nience stores to come to a solu-
tion. Inspections are an important 
tool in deterring sales, but can end 
up costing as much as $174 per 
location between ABC agent over-
time pay, youth working with law 
enforcement on these buys, and 
transportation costs.  

Most Email
The bill I received the most email 

on this session was Senator Scott 
Surovell’s (D-Fairfax) SB 982, 
which would have allowed the 
Fairfax County Board of Supervi-
sors to hold a referendum regard-
ing the proposed Tyson’s Corner 
Casino. More than four hundred 
of my constituents emailed me 
sharing concerns with this piece of 
legislation. 

I spoke against and voted 
against SB 982. It was not request-
ed by Fairfax County’s Board of 
Supervisors, and further, the li-
censing fee and tax revenue split 
was not favorable to the county. SB 
982 also would not have allowed 
the county to conduct an indepen-
dent assessment of where the most 
appropriate site for the casino and 
accompanying conference center, 
entertainment center, and hotel 
would be located. 

Expanding Fair Elections with 
Ranked Choice Voting

As we continue working to im-
prove our democracy, I am happy 
to support SB 1009, sponsored by 
Senator Saddam Salim (D-Fair-
fax), a bill that allows elections 
for any local governing body to 
be conducted by Ranked Choice 
Voting (RCV), ensuring that our 
electoral system more accurately 
reflects the will of the voters.

Ranked choice voting allows 
voters to rank candidates in or-
der of preference, rather than be-
ing forced to choose just one. If 
no candidate secures a majority 
outright, the system eliminates 
the lowest-performing candidate, 
reallocating votes based on next-
ranked preferences until a winner 
emerges. This ensures that the 
winning candidate has broad sup-
port and reduces the risk of “spoil-
er” candidates splitting the vote.

Supporting Affordable Housing
I was happy to support HB 2153 

introduced by Delegate Betsy Carr 
(D-Richmond), a bill that empow-
ers nonprofit organizations to ex-

pand access to affordable housing. 
This bill would allow localities 

to waive certain zoning restric-
tions, reduce administrative fees, 
and expedite site plan approvals 
for nonprofit-led housing projects. 
By cutting through bureaucratic 
red tape, we are helping to create 
a pathway for trusted nonprofit 
organizations to provide quality, 
affordable housing for families in 
need. To ensure long-term afford-
ability, the bill also requires that 
housing developed under these 
provisions remains affordable for 
at least 15 years.

By empowering nonprofits and 
local governments to work togeth-
er, we can create real solutions to 
Virginia’s housing crisis—ensuring 
that families and individuals have 
access to safe and stable housing 
for years to come.

Protecting Veterans from Ex-
ploitation

SB 1222 was introduced by 
Senator Bryce Reeves (R-Orange) 
and myself. Under this legislation, 
charges would be capped for vet-
erans who use private application 
services in seeking to upgrade 
their VA benefits. The bill would 
also ensure transparency by re-
quiring that veterans receive clear 
disclosures about their rights be-
fore agreeing to any services. This 
piece of legislation would have in-
troduced new protections against 
fraud and financial exploitation 
targeting veterans by prohibiting 
the use of overseas call centers and 
solicitation of vets during the ben-
efits application process. 

This legislation was a biparti-
san effort. Unfortunately the bill 
did not pass in the House Rules 
committee, which ended its con-
sideration for this session. I look 
forward to continuing to work on 
these protections next year. 

Prescription Drug Affordability 
Finally, Delegate Karrie Delaney 

(D-Fairfax) has introduced HB 
1724, which would establish the 
Prescription Drug Affordability 
Board to bring stakeholders togeth-
er to lower the cost of prescription 
drugs here in the Commonwealth. 
This board would conduct a review 
of the affordability of these drugs 
and make recommendations to 
bring down costs by limiting drug 
payment amounts involving state 
regulated programs, and would 
require nonprofit organizations 
contracted by the Department of 
Health to provide more transpar-
ency on prescription drug pricing 
to the board. I cosponsored this 
bill in previous years. Virginians at 
large agree the cost of prescription 
drugs are too high. 

Thanks for the continued oppor-
tunity to serve,  

Adam P. Ebbin

Opinion

Ebbin
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By Susan Laume
The Connection

I
f you were a famous Giant Panda celeb-
rity, Bao Li or Qing Bao, newly in resi-
dence at the National Zoo, who would 
be your best friend in Fairfax County? 

That might be Patricia Greenberg, an ecol-
ogist and manager of the Park Authority’s 
newly formed Invasive Plant Management 
Program. As such, she is the person who 
could be described as having the keys to 
the bamboo kingdom, in charge of bamboo 
management and control.

Just as everyone knows Winnie the Pooh 
loves hunny, everyone knows the favor-
ite food of adorable black and white pan-
da bears is bamboo. It makes up about 99 
percent of what they eat. Bamboo is low in 
nutritional value, so pandas need to eat a 
lot of it. They spend 10-16 hours per day do-
ing just that. According to the World Wild-
life Fund, pandas also sometimes forage 
on farmland and eat eggs, small animals, 
pumpkin, kidney beans, domestic pig food, 
and herbs, vines, shrubs and trees in small 
amounts. But bamboo is their go-to meal. 
They can be expected to eat 26-84 pounds 
per day. That’s a lot of bamboo. Being far 
removed from their native Southwest China 
mountain habitat, where in the Washington 
Metro area to find the fresh bamboo variet-
ies they find tasty? 

In Fairfax County, Greenberg’s job cen-
ters on knowing where bamboo is growing 
on public lands. The new section she man-
ages was created after the county enacted 
its bamboo ordinance, which went into ef-
fect on Jan. 1, 2023. With about 25,000 of 
the 31,000 county-owned acres, the Park 
Authority has a big responsibility when it 
comes to bamboo management. They es-
timate bamboo encompasses at least 250 
known acres, at 190 sites here.

Greenberg’s mission is to eliminate the 

fast growing, spreading plant from park-
land; to comply with the bamboo ordinance. 
And, of course, to protect native trees and 
other plants which are out-competed by the 
invasive bamboo. Removal could take 15 
years, at an estimated cost of $9.25 million. 
She is now engaged in mapping and priori-
tizing the patches for removal. She is rank-
ing the sites to determine where to start the 
huge, multi-year effort. Patches are ranked 
on factors such as, accessibility, size of patch 
and plants; proximity to active homeowner 
treatment sites, or sensitive or rare resourc-
es, or other invasive management projects; 
and social-political factors. As patch evalu-
ation efforts continue, contractors are be-
ginning use of lethal methods to remove the 
plants at a handful of sites.

National Zoo Needs Fresh Bamboo 
On the other side of the hate/love bam-

boo relationship, keepers at the Zoo are in 

need of a regular fresh bamboo source, and 
Fairfax County has a lot of the invasive plant 
material. As non-native plants, bamboo has 
a way of standing out against other plants in 
the landscape. Zoo employees noticed plants 
growing in a corner of Huntley Meadows 
Park, along the Dogue Creek in Alexandria. 
They sought, and were granted, a park use 
permit to harvest it. Cutting bamboo stalks 
from the approximately 1.5 acres, multiple 
times per week, helps to satisfy the appe-
tites of their panda charges. Since other zoo 
animals enjoy the fibrous plant as well, the 
zoo’s use permit, good through the end of 
2025, may help to nourish other zoo resi-
dents as well. 

Greenberg says, “It’s a big help to us, get-
ting the material removed from the site.” 
Her thoughts are echoed by FCPA executive 
director, Jai Cole, who adds, “As an ecologist 
by trade, I’m very interested in sustainable 
solutions to achieve positive outcomes for 

our environment. I’m excited for the po-
tential that this relationship could have for 
helping us dispose of unwanted bamboo 
and providing essential nutrition for the ev-
er-popular pandas at the National Zoo.” 

There are many species of bamboo, and 
growing conditions are a factor in consider-
ing optimal sites for harvesting bamboo as 
panda food. FCPA planning director, Torsha 
Bhattacharya, hopes the pandas like the 
taste of our Fairfax County bamboo, seeing 
an opportunity to scale up the partnership. 
She calls it, “a two-for: we eradicate the 
bamboo and it becomes food for the pan-
das.”

Growing bamboo is not illegal in Fairfax 
County, but it must be controlled within 
an individual’s property. That control has 
proved a growing problem for homeowners, 
HOAs and faith communities. For a summa-
ry on dealing with running bamboo, see

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/topics/
sites/topics/files/assets/documents/pdf/
bamboo%20one%20pager%20translations/
running%20bamboo%20one%20pager%20
-%20final.pdf

National Zoo pandas 
enjoying area’s plants.

Bamboo: Food for Some, Problem for Many
Fairfax County 
Running Bamboo 
Ordinance

A bamboo owner must not allow 
running bamboo to spread from the 
bamboo owner’s property to any public 
right-of-way or any adjoining property 
not owned by the bamboo owner.

A bamboo owner must contain 
the running bamboo to keep it from 
spreading onto any public right-of-way 
or adjoining property not owned by the 
bamboo owner.

If a bamboo owner fails to comply 
with a Notice of Violation, each day 
that running bamboo remains un-con-
tained may result in a civil penalty of 
$50, up to a maximum of $2,000 in a 
12-month period.”

Photo from WWF.org 
Black and white Giant Pandas have celebrity status among the world’s animals

See Porch Pirates, Page 15

By Susan Laume
The Connection

Have you gone to your porch to col-
lect a package after receiving a vir-
tual delivery notice, only to find the 

item nowhere in sight? The number of pack-
ages stolen after home delivery is now so 
common that the term “porch pirate,” slang 
term for package theft, is well known to all. 

With the rise and ease of e-commerce 
shopping, consumers also have made it easi-
er for package thieves. Packages left outside 
at the delivery address provide easy access 
to anyone. Those with nefarious intent may 
target areas with high deliveries, or are even 

known to follow a delivery truck, reaching 
packages before the intended addressees. 
Front door surveillance cameras are in prev-
alent use as a deterrent. Rising thefts also 
are leading delivery services and customers 
to seek alternate delivery options, such as: 
package lockers, or using alternate address-
es or setting delivery times when someone is 
available to receive the packages. 

Del. Vivian Watts (D-14) and Sen. Sadd-
am Salim (D-37) sponsored near identical 
bills in their respective legislative bodies in 
this session of the General Assembly in re-
sponse to constituents’ frustration with the 
growing problem. Watts was particularly 
concerned with rising check theft. She says, 

Mail theft expected to rise to felony in Virginia.

Penalties for Porch Pirates
“Mail theft has significantly increased 
with over half of altered checks be-
ing re-written for over $14,000. The 

bank account number and routing informa-
tion also can be sold to syndicates who will 
use them in identity theft.” 

Mail theft, or receipt of stolen mail, is a 
serious crime under federal law. Depending 
upon the gravity of the crime, according to 
18 U.S. Code § 1708, those found guilty of 
mail theft face the possibility of fines up to 
$250,000 and imprisonment for up to five 
years, or both. Watts shares that having a 
State law augments law enforcement pow-
ers. “Giving all law enforcement the power 
to go after this criminal activity will be much 
more effective than depending on a small Photo by Susan Laume/The Connection

Neighborhood porches are popular spots 
for package deliveries and thefts
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By Mercia Hobson
Connection Newspapers

R
educing Fairfax County’s and Vir-
ginia’s federal workforce would 
further depress the declining 
commercial real estate market in 

Northern Virginia.
Fairfax County’s decline in the commer-

cial real estate market significantly impacts 
its revenue along with “rising employee 
compensation costs,” reports Fairfax County 
Government News. 

The county’s 2026 Budget Forecast, 

published on Nov. 27, 2024, states, “Non-
residential property values are expected 
to fall by 1.3 percent, marking two con-
secutive years of declines driven by high 
office vacancies and rising operational 
costs.” 

“Rising costs and limited revenue growth 
drive [a] projected $292.7 million shortfall,” 
for Fairfax County.

According to the Fairfax County Economic 
Development Authority, businesses in Fair-
fax County receive $38 billion in federal 
contracts, accounting for 5 percent of all 
federal procurement contracts. 

“Any reduction in federal presence in our 
county will cause a major impact on the 
commercial real estate market,” Jeff McKay 
(D), chairman of the Fairfax County Board 
of Supervisors, said in his Nov. 2024 board 
matter, “Review of County Regulations Re-
garding Incoming Presidential Administra-
tion,” referencing the commercial real estate 
market that was already expected to fall by 
1.3 percent.

McKay added that they had to “pre-
pare to address the potential impacts of 
the new administration” locally. McKay 
presented the board matter with James 

Decline in Federal Workers Will Hurt Real Estate
Walkinshaw (D-Braddock). “The Presi-
dent-Elect has re-committed to his goal of 
dismantl[ing] government bureaucracy, 
and among the many policy changes that 
he plans to make in service of this goal 
are several that could have a significant 
impact on our community. Those include 
“a proposed drastic reduction in the fed-
eral workforce and the replacement of 
non-partisan civil servants with those 
deemed ‘loyal,’” McKay read.

The board matter directed staff to evalu-
ate the potential impacts of the new presi-
dent on local policies. 

By Mercia Hobson 
The Connection

 

Fairfax County has more than 
50,000 federal employees, ac-
cording to the Fairfax County 

Economic Development Authority. Vir-
ginia’s two U.S. Senators, Tim Kaine 
(D) and Mark Warner (D), represent 
residents in Fairfax County and the 
rest of the Commonwealth. 

Fear and uncertainty threaded 
throughout the Fairfax County fed-
eral workforce after an unexpected 
email with the subject line “Fork in the 
Road” arrived in their employee email 
inboxes on Jan. 28, as it reportedly 
did nationwide for over 2 million federal 
employees. The offer was to keep their job, 
align with new reforms, work in the office, 
or type Resign in the subject line and hit 
send. Employees were offered eight months 
of pay and benefits while on leave if they 
did so.

Reading an open letter to federal workers 
that he shared on the Senate floor on Tues-
day, Feb. 4, Kaine told the federal employees 
that he understood things are tough.

“The Trump Administration has made 
plain that it wants to kick you around — by 
blocking your ability to administer federal 
resources, censoring your free speech, lock-
ing you out of your work buildings,” Kaine 
said.

He cautioned, “Donald Trump has no 
authority to offer you a resignation buy-
out. Don’t trust a guy with a long history of 
stiffing contractors by taking him up on a 
sham deal he won’t follow through on.” The 
full text of the letter is available at https://
www.kaine.senate.gov/press-releases/vid-
eo-kaine-issues-open-letter-to-federal-work-
ers-urging-strength-promising-support.

The Pew Research Center reports that the 
average annual pay across the federal work-
force is $106,382. Half of all federal work-
ers reportedly make between $50,000 and 
$109,999 annually. 

Warner said on Facebook that “people are 
starting to understand what’s at stake.” 

“More people are standing up and speak-
ing out. I hope that will ultimately creep into 
some of my Republican friends … . We’re in 
the fight, and at the end of the day, we’re 
going to come out okay,” Warner said.

On Thursday, Feb. 6, U.S. District Judge 
George O’Toole Jr. temporarily suspended 
the Office of Personnel Management’s fed-
eral worker buyout offer deadline. Federal 
workers had until Monday, Feb. 10, at 11:59 
p.m. to decide whether to resign with pay 
through the end of September, OPM said in 
a social media post. 

The National Active and Retired Federal 
Employees Association (NARFE) reports, 
“Though the executive order issued recently 
claims to prevent politically motivated dis-
missals, without strong protections in place, 
these assurances remain empty. The lack of 
enforceable safeguards leaves federal em-
ployees vulnerable to politically motivated 
actions that could threaten their careers and 
the effectiveness of our government.”

NARFE instructs people to contact their 
legislators and urge them to support the Sav-
ing the Civil Service Act, H.R. 492/S.134. 
“This important legislation would block the 
return of Schedule F, safeguarding the mer-
it-based principles that have long been the 
foundation of a professional, nonpartisan 
federal workforce,” NARFE says.

Is Help On The Way?
Thousands of federal employees and contractors 
fired or furloughed; more in the works.

Source: The Pew Research Center 
Where federal agents have the largest presence

Source: The Pew Research Center 
What federal workers earn

From Page 14

number of federal law enforcement offi-
cers. In addition, since “mail theft” under 
federal law has always included stealing 
packages, this new state law also applies 
to stealing any package delivered your 
home or left for you in the apartment 
lobby. This includes any on-line orders or 
direct deliveries from retailers.”

Both bills passed with near unanimous 
bipartisan support in their respective bod-
ies. They can be expected to go to the 
governor’s desk for signature after being 
combined into a single bill, and passed 
by the full General Assembly later this 
month. The bill language would add a 
new section to Virginia Code §18.2-110.1 
to create the category of “mail theft” to the 
list of State crimes. Mail is defined in the 
section in its broadest terms. Theft of mail 

would include “any letter, postal card, par-
cel, package, bag or other material along 
with its contents.” That means that check 
theft, as mail content, is covered. 

The Code makes fraudulent interfer-
ence with mail a State Class 6 felony. Mail 
theft would join a host of other named 
crimes in the Code at various levels of 
penalties, from Class 1 to 4 misdemean-
ors, and Class 1 to 6 felonies. The high-
est level of seriousness being Class 1, and 
the lowest Class 4 or 6. Examples of listed 
crimes in Virginia include: unauthorized 
use of dairy milk cases or crates — a Class 
4 misdemeanor; removing a shopping cart 
from store premises — a Class 3 misde-
meanor; altering a price tag on a product 
to defraud the seller — either petit or 
grand larceny, depending upon the arti-
cle’s value. Mail theft would be on a par 
with receipt of a stolen firearm — a Class 
6 felony; participation in an organized re-
tail theft ring is a Class 3 felony. 

Porch Pirates
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BLACK HISTORY MONTH 2025 
IN FAIRFAX COUNTY
Carter G. Woodson Lecture – Multi-

ple Branches and Virtual – Thurs-
day, Feb. 20. Learn about Carter 
G. Woodson, called ‘The Father of 
Black History Month’ by some, in 
this presentation from Dr. Lopez 
Matthews Jr., State Archivist and 
Public Records Administrator for 
the District of Columbia.

Gather With Glory: An Afternoon with 
Author Glory Edim – Tysons-Pim-
mit Regional Library – Sunday, Feb. 
23. Join the award-winning author 
of “Gather Me: A Memoir in Praise 
of the Books that Saved Me” and 
founder of the reading network 
Well-Read Black Girl for a presen-
tation about her work followed by 
a book signing.

Enslaved Lives and the Legacy of 
Slavery – Historic Huntley, Feb. 
27. Join a historian for a tour of 
Huntley that examines the relation-
ship of the Mason family to slavery 
and recovers insights into the 
lives of the Humphrey family and 
other enslaved people whose labor 
maintained Mason wealth and 
social status.

Remembering Metilda: An Enslaved 
Child at the Mill – Colvin Run Mill, 
Feb. 22. Come learn about Metilda, 
an enslaved 14-year old girl who 
came to live at Colvin Run Mill. 
Discuss her life at the mill and 
the house. Examine what history 
tells us about the lives of enslaved 
children, their work, and their 
families. 

Paths of Freedom Seekers – Ellanor C. 
Lawrence Park, Feb. 23. Listen to 
stories of African Americans who 
were forced to live and work on 
this farm. Reflect on individuals’ 
stories of resistance and survival. 
Learn how enslaved communities 
and freedom seekers have forged 
a path of resiliency throughout 
American history.

PLANT A TREE
The McLean Trees Foundation, 

Neighborhood Trees Program, 
wants to help you plant a native 
tree in your yard.  Don’t know 
how to plant a tree but want to 
support the environmental health 
of your community?  Want your 
family to have the experience of 
planting a tree?  If you live in 

McLean, Virginia, the McLean 
Trees Foundation (MTF) (a local 
nonprofit) will help you select an 
appropriate native tree for your 
property, deliver the tree to your 
yard, help you plant it, provide 
information on maintenance, 
and even check back with you a 
few months after planting to see 
how your tree is doing.  If you 
are interested in participating in 
this terrific program to boost our 
native tree canopy in McLean, 
please visit our website at https://
www.mcleantreesfoundation.org/
neighborhood-tree-program and 
submit your application!  A modest 
fee of $100 is assessed to cover 
the costs of the program (limit one 
6-7 foot tree in 15 gallon con-
tainer per household). We have a 
separate program for those who 
are interested in spearheading a 
community tree planting campaign 
in their neighborhood.  MTF’s 
Tree Champion program makes it 
easy to help your neighbors plant 
more trees!  For more informa-
tion, visit the website at https://
www.mcleantreesfoundation.org/
tree-champions-program .

NOW THRU MARCH 23
Workhouse Arts Center Unveils (un)

Endangered Species: Re-imag-
ined Places by Andi Cullins. 
At Workhouse Arts Center, 9518 
Workhouse Way, Lorton, Bldg. W3 
Theater.

CITY OF FAIRFAX EVENTS
Funday Monday. 10:30 to 11:15 a.m. 

This is a free program perfect for 
preschoolers, but children of all 
ages are welcome at the Stacy C. 
Sherwood Center, 3740 Blenheim 
Blvd., Fairfax. For more informa-
tion, visit the website at https://
www.fairfaxva.gov/government/
parks-recreation/cultural-arts 
or contact Megan DuBois at 
703.273.6097/ Megan.DuBois@
fairfaxva.gov. 

The Bonita Lestina Old Town Hall 
Performance Series is now in its 
35th Season! 8 p.m. at the Stacy C. 
Sherwood Center, 3740 Blenheim 
Blvd., Fairfax. For more informa-
tion, visit the website at https://
www.fairfaxva.gov/government/
parks-recreation/cultural-arts or 

contact Me-
gan DuBois at 
703.273.6097/ 
Megan.DuBois@
fairfaxva.gov. 

SCHEDULE 
February 28 – Mason 

Jazz Vocal Night
March 14 – Baltimore 

Composers Forum 
“Intersegmental 
38”

March 28 – Dr. John 
“JJ” Mitchell, Or-
gan Recital (held 
at Truro Anglican Church, Fairfax)

April 11 – Bobby J and the Hot Lanes
 
ARTScreen Free Film Series cele-

brating the Arts at the Stacy C. 
Sherwood Center, 3740 Blenheim 
Blvd, Fairfax. Doors open at 6:30; 
Film begins at 7 pm. FREE admis-
sion includes popcorn, candy and 
refreshments. For more informa-
tion, visit the website at https://
www.fairfaxva.gov/government/
parks-recreation/cultural-arts 
or contact Megan DuBois at 
703.273.6097/ Megan.DuBois@
fairfaxva.gov. 

SCHEDULE
February 21 “Amazing Grace” (Cele-

brating Black History Month)
March 7 “Field of Dreams”

2025 CITY OF FAIRFAX BLACK 
HISTORY MONTH EVENTS
Feb 20 – Black History Month Lecture: 

Carter G. Woodson Streamlined 
Live; City of Fairfax Regional Li-
brary, 2 – 3 p.m. Adults 18+;

Feb 21 – ARTScreen Presents: 
“Amazing Grace” Aretha Franklin 
Documentary; Sherwood Center, 
7 p.m.;

Feb 22 – Alison Crockett Presents “The 
Evolution of Jazz;” City of Fairfax 
Regional Library, 11 a.m. (Adults 
and Teens); 

Feb 22 – The Civil War Defenses of 
Washington, D.C. and the Role of 
the United States Colored Troops; 
Historic Blenheim, 2 p.m.;

Feb 22 – Illustrator Talk: Tequitia 
Andrews; City of Fairfax Regional 
Library; 2:30 – 3:30 p.m. Age 
7 – 12;

BLACK HISTORY MONTH WITH 
THE FAIRFAX COUNTY PARK 

AUTHORITY
Embark on a journey of cultural 

richness and historical signif-
icance during Black History 
Month with engaging programs 
in Fairfax County parks. Join in 
honoring and exploring the vibrant 
tapestry of Black heritage through 
interactive events, programs, 
exhibits and offerings for all ages. 
Programs include:

Enslaved Lives and the Legacy of 
Slavery, Historic Huntley, Feb. 27, 
1-2 p.m., $12

Paths of Freedom Seekers, Ellanor C. 
Lawrence Park, Feb. 23, 3-4 p.m., 
$8

Remembering Metilda- An Enslaved 
Child at the Mill, Colvin Run Mill, 
Feb. 22, 1-2 p.m., $9

FEB. 4 TO MARCH 2
Exhibition: The Creative Quest: Three 

Generations of Intuitive Painting. 
At Reston Community Center’s Jo 
Ann Rose Gallery, 1609-A Washing-
ton Plaza North Reston. Featuring 
30 works by intuitive painter 
Judith Forst and many of her stu-
dents, and their students. Inspired 
by the teachings of Michele Cassou 
who founded the Painting Experi-
ence in San Francisco, CA, Reston 
resident Judith Forst transformed 
her traditional painting practice 
from an academic based approach 
to one focused on painting without 
inhibition. Focusing on the process 
rather than a product or desired re-
sult led to a freedom of expression 
and the discovery of a compelling 
authentic voice. Ms. Forst began 
sharing this technique in her home 
studio in 2001, and dozens of local 
artists have been exposed to this 
innovative practice. A selection of 
Judith’s paintings will be featured 

along with works by 17 other intui-
tive painters.  

 
WEDNESDAY/FEB. 19
Journey Within: Self-Discovery 

Book Club (Virtual). 6:00-7:30 
p.m. At Reston Library, Reston. 
Literary discussion that focuses on 
a character’s personal growth and 
how it relates to our own. Led by 
life coach Shabnam Curtis. At this 
month’s meeting we’ll discuss El-
eanor Oliphant is Completely Fine 
by Gail Honeyman. Visit Journey 
Within: Self-Discovery Book Club 
- Fairfax Library Calendar - Library 
Home

FRIDAY/FEB. 21
Black History Month Celebration. 5 

p.m. At Fairfax County Government 
Center, 12000 Government Center 
Parkway, Fairfax. Join your neigh-
bors for an evening at the Gov-
ernment Center to celebrate Black 
History Month. This year’s theme is 
“Building on a Legacy.” Enjoy local 
performances, interactive activities, 
enlightening discussion and light 
refreshments.

FEB. 21-23
Capital Remodel & Garden Show. At 

the Dulles Expo Center, Chantilly. 
More than 250 companies will 
showcase the latest products and 
services in home remodeling, 
renovation, home décor, landscape 
and garden design. Local and 
regional landscape companies will 
have feature gardens throughout 
the show.  An ongoing schedule of 
home remodeling and landscape 
experts conducting seminars will 
be carried out during the three-day 
event. Appearing at the event will 
be Mika and Brian Kleinschmidt 

A Navy Saxophone Quartet Concert will be held on Sunday, Feb. 23, 2025 at 
St. Andrew’s Episcopal Church in Burke.

Entertainment

Watch the Mason Jazz Vocal Night on Feb. 28, 2025 at the Bonita Lestina 
Old Town Hall Performance Series in Fairfax.
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whose HGTV show, “100 Day 
Dream Home”, presents them the 
challenge of creating, building 
and completely personalizing a 
home from the ground-up for their 
clients in just 100 days. Hours are 
10 a.m. until 9 p.m. Friday, Feb 21 
and Saturday Feb 22 and from 10 
a.m. until 6 p.m., Sunday Feb 25. 
Tickets may be purchased at: www.
capitalremodelandgarden.com

FEB. 21-22
Bill Blagg: Magic & Illusion. Friday 

at 7 p.m.; Saturday at 4 p.m. At 
McLean Community Center, 1234 
Ingleside Ave., McLean. For all 
ages. This action-packed spectac-
ular is filled with mind-blowing 
magic and jaw-dropping illusions 
that will have you rubbing your 
eyes in disbelief. Over 90 minutes 
of interactive magic. 

SATURDAY/FEB. 22
Ron Kowalski Real Estate Group’s 

Monopoly Tournament. 9 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. At Moose Lodge, 9612 
Fernedge Lane, Lorton. To benefit 
the Lorton Community Action 
Center. They’ll play 3 timed rounds 
of Monopoly - those with the most 
assets advance. Players of any / all 
skill levels are encouraged to play. 
Cash prizes: 1st-$500; 2nd-$250; 
3rd-$100. Trophies & door prizes 
too! Continental breakfast will be 
provided by South County Cares 
Church and lunch will be catered 
by Antonnelli’s Pizza & Subs. The 
registration fee is $35 in advance/
online; $50 at the door. Ages 8+. A 
flyer is attached. 

SUNDAY/FEB. 23
Burke Historical Society Meeting. 

3-4:30 p.m. At Pohick Regional 
Library, 6450 Sydenstricker Road, 
Burke. Larrie D. Ferreiro, professor 
at George Mason University, will 
speak on his 2016 Pulitzer finalist 
book, Brothers at Arms: American 
Independence and the Men of 
France and Spain Who Saved It.

SUNDAY/FEB. 23
Barron Ryan, Piano. 2 p.m. At 

McLean Community Center, 1234 
Ingleside Ave., McLean. For all 

ages. Award-winning pianist 
Barron Ryan grew up in a musical 
household filled with the sounds 
of artists ranging from Mozart to 
Michael Jackson. In “Classic Meets 
Cool,” he features some of the 
greatest piano music ever made---
groovy classical works, renditions 
of great jazz and pop tunes and 
original compositions. He combines 
them all into a musical adventure 
that’s vintage yet fresh, historical 
yet hip, classic yet cool.

 
SUNDAY/FEB. 23
Traditional Celtic Music. 4:30 and 

6:30 p.m. At the Old Brogue Pub, 
760-C Walker Road, Great Falls.  
Featuring Ayreheart with Ronn 
McFarlane on lute, Will Morris on 
fretless bass, violin and colascione, 
and Mattias Rucht on percussion 
who are joined by singer-song-
writer Heather Aubry Lloyd on 
vocals and guitar. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance at https://
oldbrogue.com/winter-celtic-con-
cert-2025 - $21 general admission. 
A season ticket for all 6 concerts is 
available for $110. For info: www.
oldbrogue.com or call the Old 
Brogue at 703-759-3309.

SUNDAY/FEB. 23
Navy Saxophone Quartet Concert. 

4-5:15 p.m. At St. Andrew’s Epis-
copal Church, 6509 Sydenstricker 
Road, Burke. The U.S. Navy Band 
Saxophone Quartet features musi-
cians Jonathan Yanik, Patrick Mar-
tin, David Babich and Dana Booher. 
The ensemble regularly performs 
public recitals in the Washington, 
D.C. area and plays music in many 
different styles, ranging from stan-
dard concert saxophone quartet 
numbers to contemporary and jazz, 
tailoring the musical selections to a 
wide range of audiences. Visit the 
website: www.standrews.net

WEDNESDAY/FEB. 26
Senior Movie Day. 10 a.m. At Movie 

Theater at Reston Town Center. 
Featuring “It Ends With Us.” 
Reston Association presents Senior 
Movie Day. Join them on the fourth 
Wednesday of each month. Coffee, 
donuts and OJ are provided, and 

door prizes are 
distributed prior to 
the movie. Free for 
55-plus.

 
SATURDAY, MARCH 
1
Appraisal Roadshow. 

10:45 a.m. to 12 
p.m. At Reston 
Association Head-
quarters. Bring one 
personal item—such 

as jewelry, coins, a timepiece, 
artwork, or other heirlooms—and 
an appraisal expert will provide 
insights on its value and what you 
can do with your treasure, while 
also educating the group.  

SATURDAY/MARCH 1
Kodo One Earth Tour 2025: Warabe. 

8 p.m. At GMU Center for the Arts, 
Fairfax. Experience the “primal 
power and bravura beauty of 
Kodo” when Japan’s premier en-
semble of taiko drummers returns 
to the Center for the Arts with its 
exuberant rhythms and energy. 

SUNDAY/MARCH 2
Angélique Kidjo. 7 p.m. At GMU Cen-

ter for the Arts, Fairfax. Five-time 
Grammy Award winner Angélique 
Kidjo brings her powerhouse voice, 
electrifying stage presence, and 
joyous music to the Center for the 
Arts. 

SUNDAY/MARCH 2 
Honoring Catherine Filene Shouse. 

1-3 p.m. At Wolf Trap National 
Park for the Performing Arts, 1551 
Trap Rd., Vienna.  Celebrate Wom-
en’s History Month as we honor 
Wolf Trap’s founder and leading 
lady, Catherine Filene Shouse; 
a woman far ahead of her time, 
with a vision of a performing arts 
venue nestled in the natural beauty 
surrounding her family farm.  Stay 
for a backstage tour of the Filene 
Center.  Event will be inside, but 
dress in layers as parts of the back-
stage are open to the elements.  
Free parking.  No cost.  RSVP 
through http://www.eventbrite.
com (search: Wolf Trap).

SUNDAY/MARCH 2
Traditional Celtic Music. 4:30 p.m. 

and 6:30 p.m. At the Old Brogue 
Irish Pub, 60-C Walker Road, Great 
Falls.  Featuring IONA. Tickets 
must be purchased in advance at 
https://oldbrogue.com/winter-celt-
ic-concert-2025 - $21 general 
admission. 

TUESDAY/MARCH 4
Mardi Gras Celebration. 12-2 pm. 

At Vienna Community Center, 120 
Cherry St., SE, Vienna.  The Shep-

herd’s Center of Northern Virginia 
is hosting a Mardi Gras Celebra-
tion. Admission includes a New 
Orleans inspired gumbo lunch and 
“King” cupcakes for dessert. Pro-
ceeds go to The Shepherd’s Center 
of Northern Virginia (SCNOVA) 
and their mission to improve the 
lives of the older adults in Vienna, 
Oakton, Reston, Herndon, Dunn 
Loring, Great Falls, and Merrifield, 
Virginia areas that they serve. The 
price is $20 per ticket, and this 
includes lunch and entertainment. 
Call 703-281-0538 or visit www.
scnova.org > Events > Special 
Events to register today while 
tickets are available.

MARCH 6-9
Tysons Library Quarterly Book & 

Media Sale. At 7584 Leesburg 
Pike, Falls Church. Thursday, 6 
March, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Friday, 7 
March, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Saturday, 
8 March, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sunday, 
9 March, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.:  Bag 
sale. $10 for a full grocery sack or 
half price if less. Large selection 
of books and media for all ages 
and interests.  Visit the website: 
https://www.tysonslibraryfriends.
org/

MARCH 7-16
Vienna Restaurant Week.  At restau-

rants throughout Vienna. Diners 
can indulge in everything from 
fine dining to fast-casual favorites. 
Whether you choose to dine in, 
order delivery, or pick up takeout, 
enjoy exclusive discounts, prix 
fixe menus, and à la carte specials 
crafted just for the occasion. Spon-
sored by the Town of Vienna Eco-
nomic Development Department, 
this initiative not only highlights 
the incredible chefs and eateries 
throughout Vienna but also drives 
foot traffic, boosts local businesses, 
and enhances the town’s visibility 
as a dining destination. Visit ex-
ploreviennava.com/restaurantweek

MARCH 7-9 & 14-16
“Steal Away.” At The Theatre at Sene-

ca Ridge Middle School in Sterling. 
Sterling Playmakers will perform 
Ramona King’s “Steal Away” as 
part of the Women’s History Month 
celebration. This comedic and 
dramatic play is set during the 
Great Depression and explores the 
unexpected and outrageous idea of 
a group of black church ladies who 
decide to rob a bank to support 
funding scholarships for education. 
Time: Fridays and Saturday at 
7:30 p.m., Sundays at 2:00 p.m. 
Tickets: www.sterlingplaymakers.
org/tickets

2025 FAIRFAX COUNTY TEEN 

JOB FAIRS 
Supervisor Pat Herrity will host teen 

job fairs and career-building 
workshops: 

Saturday March 8th, 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
(with final workshops ending at 
1:30 p.m.) at West Springfield 
High School. 

Saturday March 15th, 11 a.m. - 1 
p.m. (with final workshops ending 
at 1:30 p.m.) at Chantilly High 
School.

These fairs focus on students and 
young job seekers looking for a va-
riety of employment opportunities; 
full time, after-school, seasonal 
positions, internship opportunities, 
and volunteer positions. Students 
of all ages are encouraged to 
attend, but most opportunities will 
be geared toward students ages 
16-18.  They will also host resume 
and career building workshops 
during the fairs with our Chamber 
of Commerce partners.  

MARCH 8 TO APRIL 6
Workhouse Arts Center Presents 

Clyde’s by Lynn Nottage. At 
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518 
Workhouse Way, Lorton, Bldg. W3 
Theater.  At a truck stop sand-
wich shop, a group of formerly 
incarcerated kitchen staff get a 
second chance at life. Under the 
oppressive rule of their tough-
as-nails boss, they find purpose, 
redemption, and even inspiration 
in their quest to craft the perfect 
sandwich. This witty and uplifting 
play explores themes of resilience, 
reinvention, and the power of 
dreams as these five characters 
navigate life’s twists and turns as 
returning citizens. 

SUNDAY/MARCH 9
Aurora Dance Fest 2025. 5 p.m. 

At Capital One Hall. Featuring a 
vibrant evening of dance per-
formances hosted by Gin Dance 
Company and featuring works by 
10 companies and 16 talented cho-
reographers. This event promises 
to be a delightful mix of contem-
porary ballet, modern dance, and 
the fiery passion of Flamenco from 
Southern Spain. 

MARCH 13-30
”Hang.” At 1st Stage, 1524 Spring 

Hill Road Tysons. Times:  Thurs-
days at 7:30 p.m., Fridays at 7:30 
p.m., Saturdays at 2 p.m. and 7:30 
p.m., and Sundays at 2 p.m.  One 
crime. One room. Three people. 
A woman’s unspeakable decision 
as the criminal’s fate hangs in the 
balance. Set in a haunting world 
where every word is a revelation 
and every silence speaks volumes, 
this electrifying production will 
take you on a journey through the 
complexities of justice and human 
nature.  

MARCH 14-16
Super Pet Expo. At Dulles Expo Cen-

ter, Chantilly. 
Attend a Pet Influencer Panel with 

Brian Benson & Magnus the 
Therapy Dog (6.8M followers), 
Amber Aquart & Whiskey Toller 
(1.1M followers), Chris Equale and 
Hammy the Corgi (16.8M follow-
ers and Jessica Hatch with Gone 
to the Snow Dogs (6M followers).  
They’ll learn how these pets went 
from being ordinary to ones with a 
worldwide audience.

Meet animal communicator Raven 
Noel who will explain what their 
pet is really thinking and show 
how to speak with a pet.

The traditional celtic music group IONA will perform on Sunday, March 2, 2025 
at the Old Brogue Irish Pub in Great Falls.

Celebrate Women’s History Month with Wolf Trap’s 
founder Catherine Filene Shouse on Sunday, March 2, 
2025 at Wolf Trap National Park for Performing Arts.

Entertainment
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Roy A. Judge
Spartanburg, SC

Roy A. Judge, 77, of Tibetan Street, Spartanburg, 
passed away Sunday, February 2nd, at his residence.

Roy was born in Princeton, Indiana on April 2, 1947, 
a son of the late Dorothy Mosbarger Judge and 
James Thomas Judge. He was the husband of 47 
years to Vickie Lynn Salmon Judge.

He served honorably in the United States Army 
during the Vietnam War and retired from civil service 
from the United States Federal Government.

In addition to his wife, he is survived by two sons, Jimmy Judge and 
his wife Lindsey of Virginia Beach, Steven Samuel Judge and his wife, 
Erin of Alpharetta, GA, two brothers, Bruce Judge and his wife, Nancy of 
California, Chip Judge and his wife Michelle, and a sister-in-law, Deanna 
Judge of Illinois; and five grandchildren, Conner, William, Lucy, Joshua, 
and Jack. In addition to his parents, he was predeceased by a brother, 
Dennis Judge.

Memorials may be made to American Cancer Society at www.cancer.org, 
or American Stroke Association at www.stroke.org.

Obituary Obituary
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Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

As you regular readers may have gleaned 
from reading this column over the years, 
I had great parents and was raised in a 
wonderful and nurturing environment which 
enabled my brother, Richard, and I to go on 
and live productive lives. However, there 
was one element missing from our upbring-
ing (more so for me since I was five years 
younger than my brother): grandparents. 
Oh, they were there all right (except for my 
maternal grandmother who had died a few 
months after I was born), but only during my 
childhood, not my adolescence and certainly 
not my adulthood as they all had died long 
before. As a result, I have fleeting memories 
of my two grandfathers (Hyman and Jacob) 
and one grandmother (Bessie), most of which 
involve visits to nursing homes.

However, when I married into my wife 
Dina’s family, not only did I gain in-laws, 
I also inherited – for lack of a better word, 
Dina’s two grandmothers (Frances and 
Filomena) and one grandfather (Cesare). All 
with whom I would develop adult relation-
ships which would last over 25 years – and 
only occasional visits to nursing homes, an 
experience much different than I had with my 
own grandparents. It wasn’t so much a revela-
tion as it was an enriching and rewarding 
opportunity. An opportunity I feel extremely 
fortunate to have had. It makes me smile – 
and remember, to this day.

Juxtaposed against this history and com-
bined with my own cancer diagnosis – which 
originally was a “13 month to two years” 
prognosis, I share the following story/accep-
tance of reality from Dina’s Italian grandfather 
“Chez.” The ‘acceptance of reality’ to which 
I refer is death. A very common thought/pre-
occupation if you’re diagnosed with “termi-
nal “cancer or are an individual of a certain 
advanced age. And the type of conversation 
that I never had with my own grandparents 
as I was too young, and they were too old (if 
you know what I mean). Yet one I occasional-
ly had with Dina’s grandparents.

As per usual, it was a holiday, so Dina 
and I were visiting West Chester, Pa. where  
“all the relations” lived, and we were staying 
overnight with her grandparents – also as 
usual. “Chez” all I were talking about cars for 
some reason. Dina’s grandparents owned one 
car, an Olsmobile Omega, a four-door sedan. 
Chez got to talking about all the cars he had 
owned, and he remembered back an impres-
sive number of years/cars. And within this 
car context, “Chez” says that the Omega is 
the last car he’ll ever own. He’ll rarely drove 
the car anyway. Usually, I drove it when we 
visited. But his admission, at least to me, 
was a tacit acceptance of his own inevitable 
death (he was already into his late 80s at this 
juncture but still living at home). However, 
it was said with humor and sincerity if that’s 
even the word. No regrets, no complaints, no 
why or woe is me. Just understanding that, 
to quote Forrest Gump’s mother (Sally Field)” 
“Death is just a part of living.”

I am sharing this anecdote with you be-
cause recently I’ve been thinking an identical 
thought to myself lately. I’ve been saying that 
the 2019 Audi Q3 that I’m driving and still 
paying monthly for, ultimately will be the last 
car that I own/buy. Since I’ve been saying it 
to myself, I’m not sure I’ve been saying it with 
the same humor as “Chez” had said all those 
years ago. I sure hope so. If so, it’s an attitude 
I learned from him. And one I’m proud to 
have learned.

It’s All 
Relative

News

bly would have still been able to tread wa-
ter and keep up with everything, had it not 
been for inflation. And I worried that my 
Fairfax customers wouldn’t come if I raised 
my prices. So I fell behind on my payments 
to University Mall’s property-management 
company, Van Metre.”

A husband and father of three young chil-
dren, Waskiewicz, 43, said he exhausted his 
personal savings, opening the Fairfax store 
and starting the Tysons venture. “My sev-
en ice-cream/frozen yogurt machines cost 
$60,000 alone,” he said. “I never repaid 
myself, but I kept paying my employees and 
vendors.”

However, when the Fairfax location be-
gan, he had a primary job selling cars. But in 
September 2024, said Waskiewicz, “I went 
full in on this yogurt business and quit my 
other job. I worked seven days/week, 65 
hours/week. And when business was slow 
in the winter, I paid myself just $200/week.”

Still, with expenses rising and a monthly 
rent of $4,600, by this January, he owed Van 
Metre $40,000. “We were in year four of a 
10-year lease, and I wanted mall manage-
ment to extend our loan repayment for 90 
days,” explained Waskiewicz. “That would 
get us to spring and warmer weather, when 
we’d have more customers and make more 
sales.”

Instead, on Jan. 15, the Fairfax County 
Sheriff’s Office – acting on Van Metre’s be-
half – placed an eviction notice on Peach-
wave’s front door. “It said we had to leave by 
7 a.m., Jan. 23, and clear everything out of 
here,” said Waskiewicz. “And they only gave 
me eight days’ notice – over a holiday week-
end [Martin Luther King Day], a presidential 
inauguration, snow and bitter cold.”

Besides, if he’d had more notice, remov-
ing everything from the business without 
professional help would have been a Hercu-
lean task. Each machine weighs 500 pounds, 
and the store also contains a large counter, 
tables, chairs and three commercial refrig-

erators. 
“I have a total of 3 tons of heavy equip-

ment that you can’t put in a pickup truck,” 
said Waskiewicz. “I called several moving 
companies, and the only one that even re-
plied to me said it couldn’t do it until the 
end of February, at the earliest.”

On Jan. 21, the last day Peachwave was 
open for business, Waskiewicz said Van Me-
tre was “threatening to keep my $180,000 
worth of equipment if it’s not removed by 
the 23rd. I want to stay; but if not, I at least 
need time to properly vacate. And if I don’t 
do it on my own by then, the sheriff would 
forcibly remove me and not allow me back 
to get anything.” 

Since receiving the eviction notice, he said 
he’d phoned and emailed Van Metre some 
20 times, but “They’ve not responded to me, 
at all. I want to ask them why can’t we still 
work together, and what’s the rush? Why 
are they trying to put me out of here on a 
rocket?

“My daughter, who’s almost 7, often 
comes to work with me. And when I told her 
this store might go away for good, she start-
ed to cry. If I can save the equipment, we 
could potentially reopen in a new location. 
But if not, I wouldn’t have the spirit – or the 
money – to do it all again from scratch.”

On Jan. 27, in response to some questions 
from The Connection, Ty Hausch, Van Me-
tre’s vice president of commercial leasing, 

said, “While an eviction is certainly a diffi-
cult decision for any landlord to make, this 
process has been going on for many months 
and the tenant has been notified of each step 
throughout the process.

“Unfortunately, the tenant made no ef-
fort at all to communicate with us until the 
Sheriff’s Department notified the tenant of 
the eviction based on the order issued by 
Fairfax County [General] District Court. We 
are cooperating with the tenant to retrieve 
their equipment and personal property. It is 
an unfortunate situation, and we wish the 
tenant well in their future endeavors.”

Waskiewicz, however, disputed what 
Hausch said. Waskiewicz said Van Metre 
took him to court last year, after he fell 
behind on his rent. He was then placed in 
a payment plan to pay off what he owed, 
and he was still in the process of doing that 
when he was ordered to leave. According to 
Waskiewicz, Van Metre doesn’t believe that 
he never got an eviction notice until Jan. 15.

“They served my registered agent in Vir-
ginia Beach but never sent the notices to the 
store,” he explained. “I even have the full 
$40,000 owed and offered it, but they won’t 
respond to me about paying it to be allowed 
to stay.” Still, he had no answer for why his 
agent wouldn’t have forwarded the previous 
eviction notices to him. 

Meanwhile, Hausch said, “We are will-
ing to allow a reasonable amount of time 
for equipment and personal property to be 
removed. [Waskiewicz’s] equipment is fi-
nanced or leased, and we are already work-
ing with his lender and lessee to schedule 
equipment removal. We are legally required, 
pursuant to signed agreements, to allow his 
lender and lessee to remove their equipment 
first.”

As of Feb. 14, the store remained closed, 
with all the equipment still inside. “The mall 
management never had any intention of 
letting us stay, it seems,” said Waskiewicz. 
“[But] thank you very much to the wonder-
ful community that did try to help us. We 
truly appreciate you.”

From Page 6

Bonnie Hobbs/The Connection
David Waskiewicz in front of the store’s 
frozen yogurt machines.

Peachwave Frozen Yogurt Closes for Business

affordable, which is good – especially near a 
high school. It’s sad that it’s closing; it’s such 
a vital piece of University Mall.”

“I’ve had a lot of good memories here,” 
added LaFountain. “My friends and I came 
here before homecoming, and we were sit-
ting here laughing.”

Noting how beloved Peachwave has be-
come among its customers, Osborne said, 
“We work downstairs [on the outdoor mall’s 
lower level] at the Cat Café. It’s like a foster 
home for cats. And last Saturday, our boss 
gave me and all the other volunteers there 
her credit card to come here, buy yogurt and 
support them.”

Also enjoying some Peachwave frozen yo-
gurt were Robinson juniors Henry Stockard, 
Anne Sonner and Alexandra Alexson. Stock-
ard selected vanilla flavor and topped it with 
fruit, hot fudge and Gummy Bears. And Son-

ner adorned her chocolate and Oreo yogurts 
with mini chocolate chips, Reese’s Bites and 
a brownie. Alexson chose the same yogurt 
flavors as Sonner, topping it with the same 
treats as Stockard and adding M&Ms. 

“We’ve come here every year on the last 
day of school, as our tradition,” said Sonner. 
“Plus, we’re here at other times during the 
year.”

“It’s a friendly environment,” said Stock-
ard. “The owner’s always welcoming and the 
yogurt’s good.”

Agreeing, Alexson said, “I come here ev-
ery time I come to the mall, and the yogurt 
always tastes delicious.”

An adult customer, Deirdre Daumit, said 
she’s been a regular at Peachwave. “My 
daughter, who’s 11, loves all the choices of 
frozen yogurt, particularly the pineapple 
and the tart, fruity flavors,” she said. “She 
also likes the toppings that many of the oth-
er yogurt places don’t offer. And I have a 

particular fondness for their Fruity Pebbles 
shake.”

She also liked how Waskiewicz “worked 
with local schools on their Spirit Nights, 
helping us raise money. I always appreciate 
businesses doing that.” 

Regarding the store’s eviction, Daumit 
said, “As a customer, this store is a big thing 
in our lives.” She continued, “I truly enjoy 
the different establishments in this mall. I 
come to Peachwave as a destination – not 
for the anchor stores. Now I’m going to have 
to learn how to make my own Fruity Pebbles 
shake at home.”

As for Waskiewicz, he thanked the com-
munity for all its support. “My family and 
I live in Fairfax and have enjoyed having 
our business here,” he said. “Seeing all the 
smiles on the kids’ faces as they came here 
and were excited about their frozen yogurt 
made my wife and I happy, too. We were 
selling happiness in a cup.”

From Page 6

Customers Sad about Dessert Shop’s Demise
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