


News

Supervisors Reverse Proposed Real Estate Tax Increase

Some programs saved from proposed cuts; FCPS request not fully funded.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

acing a budget shortfall of $

292.7 million, on Tuesday,

May 6, in the next-to-fnal

step of the annual budget
process, the Fairfax County Board
of Supervisors eliminated the 1.5
percent tax increase as proposed
in the advertised budget, and re-
duced the tax rate by an additional
quarter of a penny, to $1.1225 per
$100 of assessed value. However,
since home assessments have ris-
en, the average tax bill for home-
owners will increase by $499,
but less than the $638 average in
County Executive Bryan Hill's frst
proposed budget.

The board approved the fnal
“marked up” version of their FY
2026 budget by a vote of 9-1, with
Supervisor Pat Herrity (R-Spring-
feld) opposing.

According to Chairman Jeff
McKay, the budget aims to balance
fscal constraints while preserv-
ing essential community services.
“This budget can best be described
as responsive and prudent,” McKay
said at the start of the meeting.

Key elements of the marked-up
FY 2026 budget include setting
aside a $12.6 million reserve to
address potential impacts of the
continued uncertainty the region
and Virginia are facing as a result
of federal government actions.

The budget provides a $119
million increase in school transfer
funding to Fairfax County Public
Schools. Still, it is lower than the
$248 million Superintendent Mi-
chelle Reid requested for the divi-
sion’s $4 billion Fiscal Year 2026
Proposed School Operating budget.

The Board’s marked-up budget
raises the transient occupancy tax
from 4 percent to 6 percent, main-
tains full funding of the county’s
compensation plan, and address-
es potential economic challenges
resulting from federal workforce
reductions.

To address the nearly $300 mil-
lion shortfall in the frst version of
the budget, the board considered

proposed budget cuts totaling $60
million. After hearing public tes-
timony, the board ultimately de-
cided to preserve several services.
Among them is restored funding
for four critical ambulance ser-
vices: ambulance 416 (Clifton),
ambulance 420 (Gunston), am-
bulance 441 (Crosspointe/Fairfax
Station), ambulance 439 (North
Point/Herndon). Funding was re-
instated for crossing guards at high
schools for 2026, while encourag-
ing the Police Department to ex-
plore a cost-saving plan to provide
the service.

The FY 2026 marked-up budget
restored funding for post-second-
ary education services specifcal-
ly aimed at students with devel-
opmental disabilities. The board
restored full funding of $34,000
for the Community Emergency Re-
sponse Team (CERT) program and
funding for county parks mainte-
nance. The board kept $3.93 mil-
lion funding proposed to be cut
for the middle school after-school
program, with the directive to fnd
ways to cut costs, such as a fee-
based program for those who can
afford to pay.

“The CERT program, while a rel-
atively small item in the budget,
provides signifcant value to both
the volunteers who serve and the
broader community,” said Super-
visor Andres Jimenez (D-Mason).
“I strongly have advocated for its
continued funding, recognizing
the vital role it plays in the com-
munity’s preparedness and resil-
ience.”

Herrity proposed to amend the
budget guidance and suggested,
among other things, forming a
group of citizens and consultants
with budget expertise to provide
recommendations on cost-effcient
service delivery, review revenue
diversifcation options, and bench-
mark with other jurisdictions. The
board did not support Herrity's
proposal.

Supervisor Alcorn commented
on Herrity’'s ideas. “There have
been a lot of good suggestions
put out here. | do want to point
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Fairfax County Board of Supervisors, at the May 6 meeting for the FY 2026 Budget Markup.

FY2026 Budget Timeline

out some of them. We need more
discussion at these committees, in-
cluding some of the ideas put for-
ward by Supervisor Herrity.”
Herrity said in a release after
the meeting that while he was glad
to see the board not cutting criti-

CHAIRMAN JEFF MCKAY NEWSLETTER, MAY 6, 2025

cal services, he was “disappointed
that spending continues to be out
of control.”

He cited “collective bargaining,
prevailing wage and project labor
agreements, the Sustainable De-
velopment Policy, and our Opera-

tional Energy Strategy,” as areas of
concern.

The supervisors will formally
vote to adopt the FY 2026 budget
on May 13, but there are typically
no changes between markup and
adoption.

Superintendent says she can't

according to FCPS. Dr. Michelle Reid, super-
intendent of Fairfax County Public Schools
says she cannot manage the $150 million gap
in the division’s $4 billion district budget.
Over 96 percent of FCPS’ budget is fund-
ed. The shortfall of $150 million is 3.75 per-

cent of the $4 billion budget.

On April 9, Chantilly High School’'s Advik
Sood, student journalist, asked Reid what
happens if the FCPS doesn’'t get 100 per-
cent of its request. Reid said that FCPS is at
a crossroads — the division cannot cut its

FCPS Wants it All cut $150M from her $48 budget.

By MERCIA HOBSON
THE CONNECTION

he 2026 Fairfax County Adver-
I tised Budget underfunds the

public schools by $150 million,

budget without impacting the classroom
experience. Reid invited student jour-
nalists from 24 FCPS high schools to a
roundtable discussion on the budget.
County and state revenue combined

See FCPS. Pace 10
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Fairfax County Supervisor Walter Alcorn (far left), with Paul
Gilbert, executive director of NOVA Parks, looking on, introduces
the planting the seven redbud trees above the banks of Little Bear
Run in the Town of Vienna located in a segment of the W&OD Park

(Trail) where Dominion Energy’s transmission lines coexist. Domin-
ion has a public service obligation to maintain its lines, including
those in the park. Dominion clear-cut this area and other areas
along the Trail instead of pruning, leaving no remaining vegetation

or canopy of monarch trees.

On Arbor Day

By Mercia Hobson
THE CONNECTION

n a show of environmental resilience, on
Friday afternoon, April 25, Arbor Day
2025, Fairfax County Supervisor Walter
Alcorn joined the Mayor of the Town of
Vienna, Linda Colbert; Paul Gilbert, execu-
tive director of NOVA Parks; Virginia State
Delegate Holly Seibold; and others who
gathered on a portion of the Town Green in
Vienna behind the Freeman House and Mu-
seum. They would plant seven redbud trees
parallel to the stream bank of Little Bear
Run that flows alongside the W&OD Park
(Trail) and make two announcements.

One announcement would be the result
of community collaboration. Local leaders,
including Alcorn, Colbert, Siebold, and Gil-
bert, demonstrated a united front in advo-
cating for environmental protection. They
challenged Dominion Energy’s actions and,
working together, drafted a new memoran-
dum of understanding for responsible trail
management, the 2025 Vegetation Manage-
ment Memorandum of Understanding Be-
tween Dominion Energy and NOVA Parks for
the W&OD Park.

The second announcement would center
on future development plans and the Town
of Vienna signing an option agreement to
acquire an obsolete commercial building
with plans to create a W&OD Visitor Center,
transforming the trail user experience, and
creating an economic impact for the town.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

tor Center.

Alcorn opened the news conference by
identifying individuals who have demon-
strated exceptional efforts to safeguard the
environment and promote responsible stew-
ardship. “First and foremost, Paul Gilbert
from NOVA Parks. You know, we had this
issue with a certain major power company,”
Alcorn said.

He explained that Gilbert advocates for
the environment, trees, NOVA Parks, and the
broader community. “This is a park system
that runs — how many miles? 45 miles. So,
unfortunately, this segment of the park real-
ly took the brunt of this,” Alcorn said.

Alcorn stood at the podium, his back to the
W&OD Trail and Little Bear Run. Its banks
were raw and clear-cut with no remaining
vegetation, no canopy of mature trees, and
no shade offering homes to birds and animals
along the segment of the trail where it and
Dominion Energy lines coexisted. The stark
contrast between the vibrant ecosystem that
once thrived there and the barren landscape
now visible was disheartening.

Alcorn emphasized the importance of re-
birth and growth. Despite the loss of trees,
planting new trees symbolizes a fundamen-
tal aspect of Arbor Day.

“Even though we really have not been
able to be successful in saving these trees, I
think the fact that we are here and we have
a rebirth of trees really does show how im-
portant it is to come back, to basically dou-
ble down on our environmental issues and
do what we can to make this a better place,”

Alcorn said.

Falls Church’s Dave Gustafson, a member
of the NOVA Parks Board, explained the sig-
nificance of planting the native redbud trees.
They symbolize new beginnings and hope.
He discussed the shock and disappointment
over Dominion Energy’s clear-cutting of
trees and shrubs along the W&OD trail from
Vienna to Dunn Loring and their announced
plans to continue aggressive cutting along
the remainder of the 37 miles of the Trail
under its transmission lines.

“These actions violated a 2005 Memo-
randum of Understanding that controlled
cutting and prescribed replanting along the
trail,” Gustafson said. “Each of our member
jurisdictions and the Town of Vienna has
separate resolutions calling on Dominion to
stop the cutting and adopt a selective and
thoughtful approach.”

According to Gustafson, they gave Do-
minion a draft MOU that calls on them to
restore the area. “We’re looking for selective
pruning, restoration of impacted areas, and
help in managing invasive vegetation. We’re
completely confident that we can address
Dominion’s safety of its transmission lines,”
Gustafson said.

Paul Gilbert, in jest, said he was sure ev-
eryone gathered to admire the beautiful
building behind him, a long commercial
structure facing the other side of the W&OD
Trail. Located at 125 Church Street, it is an
obsolete office building with no existing ten-
ants and is adjacent to the Trail.

PHOTOS BY MERCIA HOBSON/THE CONNECTION

Linda Colbert, mayor of the Town of Vienna (black dress, white trim), stands beside Supervisor Walter
Alcorn, while to her left is Del. Holly Seibold. They and others prepare to plant the seven redbud trees.
Behind them is 125 Church Street, an obsolete office building adjacent to the W&OD Park (Trail) with
no existing tenants. A study is underway on the feasibility of razing it and building a W&OD Trail Visi-

New agreement to protect vegetation along the W&OD,
and the possibility of a W&OD Visitors Center in Vienna.

“The news that we have is that this week,
NOVA Parks and the Town of Vienna signed
an option agreement to acquire two proper-
ties, one of them (pointing to the commer-
cial building), and then the historic bank
building just across the street, being the
other.”

Gilbert said Vienna sits in the geograph-
ic center of the 45-mile W&OD Trail, and
this location can be its hub. “Our plan is to
take that building down and put up a visitor
center, a W&OD Visitor Center,” he said. Gil-
bert explained that they will seek additional
funding in the coming months and work on
dual trails “separate [for] pedestrians from
cyclists.”

“The Town of Vienna was created because
of the train, and now it can be expanded
and improved even more with this beauti-
ful vision of an enhanced W&OD Trail that,
with the MOU, hopefully will also have the
ecological value, transportation value, his-
toric value, cultural value, and community
value,” Gilbert said.

Mayor Linda Colbert said that the vision-
ing process is the beginning. If the feasibili-
ty study supports it, the transformation will
significantly boost the local economy. “I real-
ly believe that we owe a debt of gratitude to
both Nova Parks and to Congressman Gerry
Connolly for working with us so diligently
on the visioning process, and especially to
Congressman Connolly for obtaining federal
funding to help support this project,” Col-
bert said.
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Two Fair Oaks Police Officers Shot in Greenbriar

Both are OK;
suspect is killed
by third officer.

By BoNNIE HoBBS
THE CONNECTION

WO Fair

Oaks police

offcers were

shot and a
third killed the man
who pulled the trigger.
The incident occurred
April 23 in Chantilly’s
Greenbriar communi-
ty; the offcers are now
recovering from their
wounds, and police
identifed their assailant as Jamal Wali, 36,
of that neighborhood.

It began that day at 2:36 p.m., when an
offcer was conducting routine traffc en-
forcement with a radar gun in the 4000
block of Majestic Lane near the Greenbriar
Town Center. After stopping a silver 1999
Toyota Corolla driven by Wali, things quick-
ly took a turn for the worse, Fairfax County
Police Chief Kevin Davis explained later in a
press conference at the scene.

Wali’s vehicle was headed toward Majes-
tic's nearby intersection with Route 50 when
radar clocked him driving at “a high rate of
speed,” said Davis. “The offcer puts on his
emergency equipment and the driver pulls
over abruptly and slams on his brakes.”

No one else was in the car and, after the
offcer approached Wali on the driver’s side,
Davis said Wali became “immediately hos-
tile, argumentative and combative. He refus-
es to identify himself or produce any identi-
fcation, whatsoever. He does tell the police
offcer that he is armed, and that offcer tells
him to stop reaching for his frearm.”

Davis said the weapon — a Glock semi au-
tomatic pistol — was in a holster attached to
a belt Wali was wearing over his clothing.
Meanwhile, the offcer had called for back-
up; and after two offcers responded within
minutes, one of them — a 19-year police vet-
eran — also “tells the driver to stop reach-
ing” for his weapon, said Davis. He said the

Police Chief
Kevin Davis
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The police barricade on Majestic Lane near Route 50 east on April 23.

Police vehicles at the Majestic Lane/Route 50 intersection on April 23.

offcers were trying to de-escalate the situa-
tion, but Wali was “agitated and acting in a
bizarre manner.”

“[wali] takes his gun out of the holster,
leans back in his seat and immediately
opens fre on two, uniformed, Fairfax Coun-
ty police offcers standing at the driver's
side door,” continued the chief. “A third of-
fcer — he, too, assigned to patrol in the Fair
Oaks District — is on the passenger side. He
sees this deadly encounter unfolding and
discharges his frearm, killing the gunman
— who was simultaneously shooting at the
[other] two offcers.”

Davis said Wali shot the two offcers in the
elbow and arms, and they were treated for

non-life-threatening injuries at local hospi-
tals. He also noted that they “never drew
their weapons.” Responding offcers quickly
began performing life-saving measures on
both Wali and the two wounded offcers.
However, Wali died at the scene and was
offcially pronounced dead at a hospital. Po-
lice said he was struck by four bullets.

Davis explained that, in the police Mobile
Command Center brought to the scene, he
was able to see what had happened by view-
ing footage from the offcers’ body-worn
cameras, plus their cruisers’ dashcams. So,
he said, “I'm certain these offcers are lucky
to be alive, I'm certain they were fred upon
by a gunman whose intention was to Kkill

PHOTO COURTESY OF FAIRFAX COUNTY POLICE
Wali’s gun, a Glock semi-automatic pis-
tol, was recovered at the scene.

them, and I'm certain that the bravery ex-
hibited by the third offcer ultimately saved
their lives.”

Police said that offcer who killed Wali has
been with the Department for two years,
and one of the injured offcers has 18 years
of service. Davis said he's “just breathing a
sigh of relief that these offcers will be OK
and will live to police this area another day.”

As per Police Department policy regard-
ing use-of-force incidents, the offcer who
killed Wali was placed on restricted-duty
status, pending the outcome of criminal and
administrative investigations. Conducting
them are detectives with the Major Crimes
and Internal Affairs bureaus.

Police said a toxicology report would be
made during Wali's autopsy to determine if
he was under the infuence of drugs or al-
cohol when he was stopped. Davis said Vir-
ginia State Police and the ATF (the federal
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and
Explosives) also responded and he appreci-
ated them “reaching out to offer assistance.”

Usually, Greenbriar is a quiet, peaceful
bedroom community that's home to more
than 9,000 people plus two elementary
schools, a middle school and a high school.
But because of the shooting, Majestic Lane
between Route 50 and Meadow Hill Lane
was closed to traffc for several hours so po-
lice could investigate and preserve the scene.

As people arrived home from work that eve-
ning, around 6 p.m., Majestic Lane near Route
50 east was still blocked off to traffc by a bar-
ricade formed by police and their vehicles. All
in all, said Davis, what transpired was “star-
tling. It was a beautiful April Day. But we're
taught to never consider a traffc stop normal,
routine or benign — because a traffc stop like
this one turned into a deadly encounter.”

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Band Director Melissa Hall conducting Wildcat Band members.

Springtime, Cool Band

Concert and Food Trucks

‘A Night of Toons:” Centreville High
presents its annual ‘Bandemonium?!’

By Bonnie Hobbs
THE CONNECTION

pringtime and warm weather mean

it’s time for Centreville High’s band

concert under the stars. The Wildcat

Band’s Fourth Annual “Bandemoni-
um!” is set for Friday, May 16, at 6:30 p.m.,
in the school’s bus loop.

Featured will be Centreville’s music
groups, Winterguard, JazzCats, Percus-
sion Ensembles, Concert Band, Symphonic
Band and Wind Ensemble. And the talent-
ed, young musicians comprising them plan
to dazzle audiences with a variety of great
music.

But that’s not all; this event promises
something for people of all ages. Attendees
may get their faces painted by students in
the school’s Art Club, have balloon animals
made for them, get Wildcat pawprint tattoos
and dance to some swingin’ jazz tunes.

In addition, food trucks El Jefe Wood
Fired Pizza, KBBQ Box, Two Smooth Dudes,
Kona Ice and Adam’s Delights Ice Cream will
be onsite so guests may purchase food to
enjoy while the music plays. El Jefe offers
tasty pizzas, KBBQ Box combines Korean

and international cooking traditions, and
Two Smooth Dudes serves gourmet tater
tots, wraps, salads and pineapple smoothies.
Desserts will be available as well.

Some 500 folding chairs will be available
for guests to sit in, but people are also en-
couraged to bring picnic blankets and camp-
ing chairs. In case of rain, the concert will be
moved indoors into the cafeteria.

This year’s “Bandemonium!” theme is “A
Night of Toons,” with each band performing
a selection of music from popular cartoons.
The event brings together every component
of the CVHS Performing Arts Department,
with band, orchestra, choir and theater stu-
dents all participating.

“It’s such a joy to have created a new tradi-
tion at Centreville High and our surrounding
community that’s always so well received,”
said Band Director Melissa Hall. “The stu-
dents and I are always excited to share ‘Ban-
demonium!” with our community.”

Kicking off this year’s festivities will be a
piece performed by all the bands together.
It's called “Halcyon Hearts” by composer
Katahj Copley, and the title denotes a time

See ‘Bandermonium!, Page 15

Park and Bark Is this Saturday in Chantilly

On Saturday, May 10, from 1-4 p.m., Ella-
nor C. Lawrence Park Friends will hold a spe-
cial, dog-themed event called Park and Bark
at the Walney Visitor Center, 5040 Walney
Park Drive in Chantilly. A Forever Home will
be there with puppies and dogs for adop-
tion, and ScentHound will give away three
months of free services to anyone adopting
a puppy at the event.

Lazy Dog Restaurant will offer a variety
of beers, and there’ll be live music from Lu-
cas Mason. Also participating will be local
vendors and young entrepreneurs, includ-
ing Baskets by Ava, The Owl Mobile Thrift,
Laura’s Custom Cakes, Love Bites Dog Treats
and FlyDogz hot dogs.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Park and Bark fun is set for this Saturday.

State Farm Insurance

G. STEPHEN DULANEY

IN GREAT FALLS

oo StateFarm~

AUTOe HOME - LIFE
FINANCIAL SERVICES
Like A Good Neighbor, State Farm Is There.®

Open Saturdays

Complementary Insurance and Financial Review
Visit www.gstephendulaney.com

731-C WALKER RD.- GREAT FALLS, VA

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home Office Bloomington, lllinois

Proud Supporter of Military Appreciation Mondays
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Sign dedication
honors land donation
that created it.

By Bonnie Hobbs
THE CONNECTION

n 1987, Centreville’s Virginia Run com-

munity donated 66 acres to Fairfax

County in support of the Chesapeake

Bay cleanup. They eventually became
Hickory Forest Park; and on April 23, some
38 years later, community leaders and resi-
dents gathered there to dedicate a sign hon-
oring that contribution’s anniversary.

“The value of that land today is well
over $15 million,” said John Litzenberger,
a member of Virginia Run’s homeowners’
association. “We’re doing this to remind the
greater Western Fairfax community of the
importance of taking care of our local en-
vironment. Those acres are part of the Bull
Run Stream watershed, which flows directly
onto the Occoquan Reservoir — one of the
main, drinking-water sources for Fairfax
County residents.”

The park’s entrance is at the southern end
of Smiths Trace in Virginia Run, where a
sign now marks its existence. Litzenberger
said the community wants people to know
about it so they may enjoy “this passive-rec-
reation gem here in Western Fairfax.” It also
wants to deliver a more serious message.

“We noticed a number of folks were dump-
ing contractor debris, yard clippings, etc. on
the parkland we donated toward the Chesa-
peake Bay restoration program,” explained
Litzenberger. “So this sign is our way of tact-
fully getting the word out in order to protect
the beautiful park Virginia Run donated.”

At the outset of the ceremony, Virginia
Run Community Association President Jay
Johnson welcomed everyone and acknowl-
edged some local dignitaries there. They
included Supervisor Kathy Smith (D-Sully),
former Sully Supervisor Michael Frey, Sully
Planning Commissioner Evelyn Spain, plus
Litzenberger and Jim Hart, both former Sul-
ly planning commissioners. Then various
speakers discussed the land’s importance
and history.

Litzenberger noted that, in 1982, the coun-
ty’s Board of Supervisors downzoned 41,000
acres in western Fairfax County so intense
development wouldn’t adversely impact
drinking water in the Occoquan Watershed.
It meant that homes in that area couldn’t be
built at a density higher than one house per
5 acres. Therefore, less runoff from yard fer-
tilizer and impervious surfaces such as drive-
ways would flow into the Occoquan.

“Mike Frey was then [former Supervi-
sor] Elaine McConnell’s chief of staff in the
Springfield District, but he was instrumental
in making this happen,” said Litzenberger.
“He was elected the very first Sully supervi-
sor in 1991, taking office in 1992.”

And in his new role, Frey continued his
involvement in Virginia Run’s land donation.
“What it really started was the creation of far
more than this piece of property,” he said. “It
was the first public parkland that would ulti-
6 v The Connection v May 7-20, 2025

Group photo of the participants in the sign-dedication ceremony.

Former Sully District Supervisor Michael Frey

Jim Hart

mately become the Sully Woodlands, which
is a couple thousand acres.

“During the course of my years on the
Board, and which Kathy continued, the
county put together a lot of property that
had originally been planned and zoned for
the same kind of density as Virginia Run.
So the fact that this community is now sur-
rounded by parkland — with some future,
community-type uses to come — is really a
result of, and a follow-up to, this land dedi-
cation. So thank you all for doing that — for
starting an exciting process and creating the
base for a fabulous county park.”

Smith said she was “just fortunate” to
follow Frey on the Board of Supervisors be-
cause “he’d gotten done a lot of great work
when he served, and I appreciate that. It’s
really generous when a community donates
property to the county, and it serves all of

John Litzenberger

Jay Johnston

us well. We have green space we can walk
around, it’s important for the environment
and we want to keep chemicals out of the
Occoquan.”

“Having a sign is important because even
some people who live in this neighborhood
don’t know about this park,” continued
Smith. “We’re lucky to live in Fairfax County
where we have over 50,000 acres of open
space that people can go to. So thank you for
donating this property and, also, for letting
people know it’s here.”

Hart explained the land’s significance.
The sign calls it a diabase forest, and Hart
said a diabase is a kind of rock used in con-
struction. “Over eons, as the stone weathers,
it creates a unique type of soil,” he said. “It
has an unusual pH [a measure of soil’s acid-
ity or alkalinity], so it’s not good for farm-
ing and doesn’t perk well. But under certain

Evelyn Spain

he History and Significance of Hickory Forest Park
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Current Sully District Supervisor Kathy Smith

Richard Roan

circumstances, it can support a very diverse
plant community.”

He said the 66 acres are behind the hous-
es on the west side of Smith’s Trace, and Bull
Run Post Office Road runs parallel to that
street, on the other side of the trees. “This
area is part of the largest stand of a glob-
ally rare forest in Virginia,” said Hart. “It’s
an oak/hickory forest on diabase soil. And
in conjunction with other parts of this for-
est, it’s a large, contiguous area that not only
protects water quality, but creates room for
habitat for certain creatures needing a large
range for feeding.”

Regarding the downzoning, he said it was
done after a study showed that, from the
1950s to the 1970s, water quality in the Oc-
coquan had deteriorated. “The Board then

See Sign Dedication, Page 9
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com
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Police Chase Ends in Fatal Motorcxcle Crash

At approximately 12:09 a.m. April 27, 2025, Virginia
State Police observed a motorcycle travelling at speeds
above 100 miles per hour on Interstate 66 eastbound in
the area of Nutley Street in Fairfax County. The trooper
attempted a traffic stop, but the motorcycle continued
to speed off, and a pursuit was initiated.

Shortly after initiating the pursuit, the trooper ter-
minated it for safety reasons and slowed down. Af-
ter terminating the pursuit, the trooper approached
a crash that occurred along the interstate, involving
the same motorcycle and an SUV. The crash caused

the motorcycle to catch fire. The trooper attempted
to douse the flames with his fire extinguisher and was
aided by fire and rescue crews. The motorcycle driver
died in the crash and the resulting fire.

The driver of the SUV suffered minor injuries and
was transported to an area hospital. The motorcycle
struck the SUV in the back of the vehicle on the pas-
senger side.

Identification of the motorcycle driver is still
pending.

The crash remains under investigation.

Letters

Fairfax County Must Stick to Trust Policy

To the editor:

I want to remind our county
Sheriff and Board of Supervisors
that Fairfax County must stick to
our Trust Policy. They must not
make any voluntary exceptions to
work with ICE because doing so
puts innocent people at risk.

As a Reston native and educator
with more than 15 years of experi-
ence in public and private schools
in northern Virginia, I have built
countless relationships with im-
migrant students and families. It’s
been devastating to see parents
unable to take their kids to school
or participate in parent events,
for fear of being permanently tak-
en away from their families and
homes. It’s awful to see children
trying to function while living in

fear of losing parents or siblings to
an unnecessary politics.

We cannot allow others to crim-
inalize the rich contributions that

immigrants make in our commu-
nity. The simple act of relocating
or merely existing should never be
“wrong” or “dangerous.” In fact,
immigrants are less dangerous and
statistically less likely to commit
crimes than those of us born in the
USA.

Elisa Jicome, an economist and
professor at Northwestern Univer-
sity co-conducted a study showing
that immigrants are 60% less likely
to be incarcerated than those of us
who were born here. The Ameri-
can Immigration Council analyzed
crime data against demographic
data and found that between 1980

and 2022, immigration had dou-
bled but crime had fallen more
than 60%.

Our neighborhoods are safer
and more beautiful when we have
immigrant neighbors. Being sur-
rounded by other languages, cul-
tural arts, cuisines, religious prac-
tices, fashions, and more helps us
grow our perspective on the world
and our place in it.

We need to focus our attention
legislatively and as a community
on protecting and partnering with
immigrants in our community, not
with threatening, disparaging, or
detaining them — nor deliberately
tearing apart their families.

Bethany Davis
Reston

Bulletin Board

Submit civic/community an-
nouncements at ConnectionNews-
papers.com/Calendar. Photos and art-
work welcome. Deadline is Thursday
at noon, at least two weeks before
the event. Or via email calendar@
connectionnewspapers.com

VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED

Have some extra time to drive a
neighbor to a doctor’s appoint-
ment? You pick the days, times,
and places that are convenient for
you. There is no minimum driving
requirement. Not only do you help
older adults in need, you also get
to meet wonderful folks, often
with very interesting backgrounds
and stories to tell. The Shepherd’s
Center of McLean-Arlington-Falls
Church (SCMAFC), is an all-volun-
teer, non-sectarian, non-profit or-
ganization. Its mission is providing
free transportation to seniors for
medical and dental appointments
or run errands to grocery stores
and pharmacies. Visit the website
at https://scmafc.org/volunteer, or
email contact@scmafc.org.

ASSISTANCE LEAGUE WISH
LISTS

Assistance League of Northern Virginia
is an all-volunteer organization
that partners with several Title
1 elementary schools across the
region.These schools have a high
percentage of low-income students
whose families have a difficult
time providing basic necessities.
Assistance League helps fulfill
basic needs by providing food and
clothing. The series of monthly
wish lists helps Assistance League

expand the scope of what can be
provided. The May Wish List “Tush-
ies and Toes” focuses on new un-
derwear and socks - basic clothing
items that are greatly needed and
frequently requested by the schools
the organization serves.

Please help Assistance League provide
these important necessities for the
students we serve by making a con-
tribution from this month’s wish
list. There is a variety of colorful
multi-pair underwear and sock
packages for boys and girls in all
sizes. Use this link: tiny.alnv.org/
tushies-toes to make your selection
and help the schools replenish
their supply of these essential
items that many children need. If
you would prefer to avoid using
Amazon, you can pay by personal
check for these items. Please send
your check, made out to ALNV, to
PO. Box 209, Herndon, VA 20172
and include “Wish List/month” in
the memo line.

VOLUNTEER YOUR TIME

Would you like to help a neighbor feel
less lonely? Will you help someone
get much-needed groceries?
Form new connections and make
a meaningful difference. Older
adults in the Annandale, Falls
Church, and Alexandria regions are
waiting for volunteer social visitors
and grocery shoppers. If you can
give the gift of your time, consider
providing invaluable support to
someone in your community. Learn
more about Volunteer Solutions at
bit.ly/FXVSVOL or email Volun-
teerSolutions@FairfaxCounty.gov
or call 703-324-5406.

This Is

OW
Senior Livin

Should Be.

Discover vibrant living with modern
spaces, exceptional care, seasonal
cuisine, and meaningful connections at
Sunrise of McLean Village.

TOUR
TODAY

703-245-9270
SunriseMcLeanVillage.com

,‘"@(‘j\ ©2025 Sunrise Senior Living
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Opinion

Youngkin Fails to Collaborate

Youngkin’s four-year total of vetoes: 437,
surpasses McAuliffe prior record of 120.

By Sen. Scott Surovell

ast week, Gov. Glenn Youn-
gkin completed action on the
state budget and legislation
from the General Assem-
bly after we took action on his first
round of proposed amendments and
vetoes. The actions bring a conclu-
sion to four years of an usual style of
dealing with the General Assembly
and a disappointing end to this budget cycle.

Governor Youngkin vetoed an additional 38
bills bringing this four-year total to 437 ve-
toes which broke the prior record of Governor
McAuliffe by 317. None of Governor Youngkin’s
budget vetoes were discussed with the General
Assembly in advance and the pure number of
vetoes and amendments was unprecedented.
Prior governors such as Mark Warner and Tim
Kaine governed with legislatures controlled by
the other party and typically vetoed less than
10 bills per session.

This behavior is contrary to the Governor’s
campaign promises to work towards bipartisan
compromise. For example, he vetoed many bills
that passed unanimously and one of my proce-
dural cleanup bills that received just two nega-
tive votes after four committee hearings and six
floor sessions. Most of these vetoes came with
no notice or dialogue prior to announcement.

The Governor also made 37 “line item ve-
toes” to our state budget and claimed it was
necessary because the Commonwealth needs
to reduce spending and reserve funds due to

economic uncertainty. While I appre-
ciate the Governor’s recognition that
the Trump Administration has creat-
ed extraordinary risk to the Virginia
economy, his line item vetoes were
unusual in many respects.

First, the Governor vetoed $900
million of capital spending — most
of which he proposed in his Decem-
ber budget. This is the second year
that Governor Youngkin has rejected

budget proposals that he initially proposed. It
is impossible to cooperate with someone who
cannot agree with his own proposals.

Second, the Commonwealth currently has
the largest combined revenue reserves we have
ever held in the history of the Commonwealth
— $4 billion. These are a combination of consti-
tutionally required “Rainy Day Fund” deposits
and a General Assembly established revenue re-
serve fund we created consistent with our con-
servative budgeting which maintains our triple
A bond status that keeps borrowing costs low
for taxpayers.

He also gave no notice that he wanted to cut
this spending and engaged in no dialogue. In
addition, construction spending is exactly what
economists recommend in economic downturns
because of the broad impact it has on various
sectors. The Trump Administration’s tariffs are
also likely to make these projects more expen-
sive if the Commonwealth delays them even six
months.

The Governor also cut much needed and
merited spending including a new first time

homebuyer program and renter’s assistance to
help young people with affordable housing.

Governor Youngkin also rejected our propos-
al to lower the body mass index required to ob-
tain new weight loss drug regimes funded by
Medicaid. The General Assembly proposed a
BMI of 35 or more or 30 if someone has diabe-
tes. A BMI of 30/35 equals about 200/235 1bs.
for a 5’10” person. His rejection of the lower
BMI proposal saves taxpayers only $7 million
while forfeiting $40 million in federal matching
funds, and will cost taxpayers millions more in
obesity-related healthcare expenses.. He also
vetoed additional investments in Geriatric and
Dementia services for elderly in nursing homes.

We also saw line item vetoes for community
violence reduction grants and over $20 million
towards our $400 million state park deferred
maintenance needs. He also vetoed tens of mil-
lions in storm water mitigation, Hurricane He-
lene relief money, and environmental education
programs.

Other than actions we will likely have to
take this fall to triage The Trump Administra-
tion’s proposed massive cuts to Medicaid, edu-
cation funding and climate change policy, this
was Governor Youngkin’s last chance to reach
bipartisan compromise in our regular budget
cycle before his term ends. He has continued
to attempt to govern as a partisan candidate
and make decisions based on his next Repub-
lican primary or act unilaterally like a business
executive rather than work with the legislative
branch of government to reach consensus. I am
hopeful our next Governor will not make the
same choice.

Sen. Scott Surovell is Virginia Senate Major-
ity Leader & State Senator from 34th District
of Virginia

Your Actions, Our Climate: Fairfax Needs You Now

Bold goals for Fairfax County: cutting greenhouse gas emissions by
50% by 2030 and reaching carbon neutrality by 2050.

By John Morvill,
DirecTORr, OEEC

v Conserving energy at home,

While your local
government is tak-
ing steps to reduce
its emissions, most

emissions, collective individual ac-
tions are critical. Every small step
you take at home or in your daily
commute adds up significantly.

such as adjusting your thermo-
stat and using energy-efficient
appliances.

v Choosing electric vehicles

024 was the hottest
year ever recorded
in Fairfax County.

Extreme weather and high
energy bills are hitting many
households hard. From pro-
longed heatwaves to higher
utility costs, it's becoming
increasingly clear that climate
change and economic strain are
affecting us all.

In response, Fairfax County is
taking steps to reduce the emis-
sions that drive climate change and
helping our community adapt to
its growing impacts. A communi-
ty-led climate action plan in 2021
set bold goals for Fairfax County:
cutting greenhouse gas emissions
by 50% by 2030 and reaching car-
bon neutrality by 2050.

of Fairfax County’s
carbon  footprint
comes from every-
day community ac-
tivities—meaning
we all have a role.
We can only get
there if everyone does their part.
That's why we’ve launched the
Sustain Fairfax campaign — an im-
portant initiative designed to em-
power everyone in Fairfax County
to be part of the solution.

Why Every Resident’s Action
Matters

Community-wide participation
isn’t just helpful; it’'s necessary.
With the county government’s im-
pact limited to a fraction of total
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Simple but impactful actions

you can take right now include: See Morrill, Page 14

Submit a Letter to the Editor

To submit a letter to the editor, email
editors@connectionnewspapers.com or via the following form
http://www.connectionnewspapers.com/contact/letter/

Ideally, letters will be original, about local issues and
less than 300 words. Please submit letters by noon Friday before
publication week, although letters received on Mondays can
be considered. Letters must include your first and last name,
home address and a phone number. Letters are routinely edited
for libel, length, grammar, good taste and accuracy.
Your name and town will be published with your letter,
other personal information will not be shared. If you are a student,
your school name, age and grade will also be published.
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Honoring John Lovaas

of Reston

Activist, volunteer
founded Reston
Farmers Market.

By Mercia Hobson
THE CONNECTION

eston Association honored John
Lovaas with a new plaque on Sat-
urday, April 27. The plaque recog-
nizes his many contributions to the
community, including founding the Reston
Farmers Market at Lake Anne in 1998. The
plaque is attached to a bench at Lake Anne.
“I can’t think of anything better than be-
ing so honored by Lake Anne, the communi-
ty that means so much to us. And right next
to Bob Simon’s statue by the lake,” Lovaas
said the day after the unveiling.
Lovaas retired from his position as mar-
ket manager of the Reston Farmers Market

RESTON ASSOCIATION
John and Fran Lovaas

in December of 2023 after 26 years as vol-
unteer managing the market with his wife
Fran, who continues on as market manager.

The market opened with 12 vendors and
currently features 34 farmers/vendors. It has
been named the best in NoVA several times,
and draws upwards of 2,000 customers each
Saturday as it enters its 28th season.

During his tenure, Lovaas added valuable
features to the market including SNAP par-
ticipation and a gleaning program that col-
lects excess fresh foods to distribute to those
in need.

Burke & Herbert Donates $28,

Goals for Good Recipient,
NVFS, receives record

high contribution.

urke & Herbert Bank representatives
presented Northern Virginia Fami-

ly Service (NVFS) with a check for
$28,800 at the conclusion of the Bank’s an-
nual Goals for Good Program. The amount
is the highest presented to an organization
in the program’s ten-year history. NVFS
amassed this sum by receiving $100 from
the Bank for each goal scored by the Wash-
ington Capitals during the 2024-2025 Na-
tional Hockey League (NHL) regular season.

“Thanks to a great hockey year, we’re de-
lighted to provide our highest donation in
our Goals for Good program’s ten-year his-
tory to Northern Virginia Family Service,”
said David Boyle, Burke & Herbert Bank
Chief Executive Officer, “NVFS is doing the
heroic work needed to build self-sufficien-
cy and empower our local neighbors in
need. Our historic bank remains commit-
ted to supporting the communities where
we do business.”

Through this partnership with Monu-
mental Sports, the Bank has raised aware-
ness and funds for a variety of worthy not-
for-profits in the DC Metro area since 2014
including Capital Youth Empowerment
Program, Willing Warriors, GrandInvolve,
Operation Renewed Hope Foundation,
Homestretch, Inc., Rebuilding Together
DC-Alexandria, Connect our Kids, Inc., Al-
ice’s Kids, Inc. and Most Valuable Kids, Inc.
In all, the bank had donated over $225,000
to support children, housing and veterans
in our community.
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

Burke & Herbert Bank’s Goals
for Good program supports NVFS
in reaching over 40,000 families
in the past year. “Every day, NVFS
is at the forefront serving our
community, creating pathways to
health and economic wellbeing
for our neighbors,” said Stephanie Berkow-
itz, president and CEO of Northern Virginia
Family Service (NVFS). “We are grateful for
this partnership and for Burke & Herbert
Bank’s dedication to making a real differ-
ence in the lives of so many.”

Northern Virginia Family Service’s (NVES)
works to empower more than 40,000 indi-
viduals to achieve self-sufficiency. With these
essential resources, our community is better
equipped for future success and engagement
among all of our neighbors. NVFS celebrat-
ed 100 years of service in 2024. Learn more
at nvfs.org.

INSTAGRAM

John Lovaas (second from left) tries out the bench at Lake Anne in Reston that
includes a plague honoring him for his contributions to the community, includ-

ing founding the Reston Farmers Market. From left, Max Cummins, CEO of Reston
Association, John Lovaas, honoree, Sen. Jennifer Boysko, Del. Karen Keys-Gamarra,
Supervisor Walter Alcorn, and Irwin Flashman, RA board, Lake Anne director.

800 to Support Local Families

Burke & Herbert Bank presents NVFS, the Bank’s Goals for Good recipient, with

a $28,800 donation. From the left: Angie Zirk, Burke & Herbert Bank; Kathleen
McMahon, NVFS; Phil Quintana, Burke & Herbert Bank; Sara Kreitzer, NVFS; Yvette
Golladay, and Jane Petty, Burke & Herbert Bank.

Sign Dedication

From Pace 6

determined that impervious surface was
the biggest, single threat to water quali-
ty,” said Hart. “So in 1982, it lowered res-
idential density to [decrease it].”

Furthermore, he added, “The Board
also determined that nonresidential uses
would be limited to corridors along arte-
rial [major] roadways. Side roads, like
Bull Run Post Office, would be protect-
ed from development like institutional
buildings with big rooftops and parking
lots. Instead, they’d remain essentially
undisturbed forest — both for the wildlife
and the water quality.

“Everything that goes down the storm

drain and into the ditches ends up in the
Occoquan Reservoir. Everything that goes
underground goes into the aquifers. All the
homes along Bull Run Post Office Road,
plus Virginia Run’s irrigation system, are
on wells. We're all dependent on the same
aquifer, so we still need to be vigilant and
concerned about everything going into the
water and protect areas like this park from
impervious surface and development.”

Spain said she and her late husband lived
in Virginia Run and “never knew about this
forest. So thank you for the opportunity to
be part of this ceremony and to share with
the rest of the community what an asset we
have here.”

Lastly, retired Marine Col. Richard Roan —
who'll lead a Scout troop in removing trash

and debris from this forest — spoke about
the site’s history. “This is actually hallowed
ground,” he said. “In the First Battle of
Bull Run, the Federal [Union] and Con-
federate forces were on opposite sides of
this land. The Confederates were by Bull
Run, and half the Federals were sent to-
ward them - directly through Virginia Run
and this forest — to envelop them.”

However, said Roan, “The Federals got
to the battlefield too late, and the Con-
federates won a decisive victory. But,
throughout a night in history, 30,000 Fed-
eral troops were marching right through
here. There would have been skirmishes
along the way, and some of our fellow
Americans died in that forest. So this is a
place of real history and memory.”
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FCPS
Wants it All

From Pace 2

provide 95.8 percent of FCPS’ operating rev-
enue, according to the published FCPS bud-
get. The Fairfax County FY 2026 Advertised
Budget includes a requested transfer of $2.9
billion.

Projected state funding totals $1.019 bil-
lion for FY 2026 or 25.2 percent of FCPS’'
operating revenue, including sales tax rev-
enue.

Fairfax County. Schools receive $168 mil-
lion in federal aid for free and reduced-price
meals, special education and student sup-
port programs. If that money is cut, the
county may have to fll the gap, potential-
ly diverting funds from other priorities like
teacher salaries and other services.

As the $150 million gap remains, students
voiced their concerns — from potential cuts
to programs to teacher pay and class siz-
es. The gap could mean impacts across the
board.

FCPS' FY2026 advertised budget totals
$4.0 billion, with instruction, salaries and
benefts accounting for most of it, 85.2
percent according to Fairfax County Public
Schools.

According to board documents, to address
Fairfax County’s $300 million budget short-
fall, the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors
is considering implementing a four percent
food tax, a two percent transient occupancy
tax on the hospitality industry, plus $60 mil-
lion in spending cuts.

Like school districts around the coun-
try, FCPS must, as of March 28, fgure out
how to pay some bills after the Department
of Education announced it won't pay out
hundreds of millions of dollars in promised
Covid-19 relief funds.

In April of this year, Virginia Governor
Glenn Youngkin said that once his budget
amendments are adopted, increased educa-
tion funding to school districts “will pump
about $1 billion annually to Fairfax County
Public Schools, the highest allocation to any
school district in Virginia.” An aggregate of
Direct Aid to Public Education if the gov-
ernor's amendments are adopted indicate
that state funds to Fairfax County Public
Schools were $689.1 million in FY19, rising
to $1.048 billion in FY25, and proposed at
$1.059 bhillion in FY26, according to Gover-
nor.virginia.gov/newsroom.

FCPS is the ninth largest school division
in the U.S. with 199 schools and centers.
According to FCPS by the Numbers, the di-
vision serves a diverse population of nearly
183,000 prekindergarten through grade 12
students, speaking more than 200 languages.

Reid urged the students at the roundtable
to “read these reports and hold your elected
offcials accountable. ... These are our tax
dollars and your parents’ tax dollars, and
soon to be your tax dollars. And we want to
make sure that they're spent in a way that
really shapes and lifts up future generations.
Because the budget, while it's not the most
glamorous topic, drives everything you do,”
Reid said.

One student said that she read online
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that the middle school after-school program
might be cut. “What criteria does FCPS use
to determine what programs are reduced?”
she asked.

Reid said: “So right now in our budget, we
didn’t plan to reduce or eliminate any pro-
grams. We've worked on effciencies. But in
your example of a middle school after-school
program, the county actually funds that pro-
gram, not the school division. And they've
chosen to cut that. So that wasn't a cut we
would have chosen to make.”

On May 6, at the budget markup session,
the Board of Supervisors reinstated funding
for middle school after school programs and
high school crossing guards, both of which
had been on a list of likely cuts.

If FCPS does not receive a full transfer,
it may have higher class sizes, and perhaps
fewer services, in some places, Reid said.
County offcials frequently refer to FCPS as
a “world-class school system.”

“The schools here in Fairfax County are
one of the biggest priorities for this county.

People move here because of the quality of
our schools. We have amazing schools,” Reid
told the students.

Advik Sood, the student from Chantilly
High School, asked Reid about the potential
consequences if FCPS were to miss out on
that funding or the extra fnancial support
they were seeking. “The ramifcations are
that we aren't going to pay for the things
that we budgeted to have,” Reid said. FCPS
is in a challenging position, she said, unable
to cut its budget without jeopardizing the
“quality of the classroom experience.”

“We have heard teacher salary is very cen-
tral to the reallocation of this budget,” said
Rebecca Paz from Marshall High School.
“What have you seen from teachers?” Reid
highlighted that through frst-time collective
bargaining, the budget included a 7 percent
compensation adjustment for all staff. How-
ever, Reid emphasized that it was not “set
in stone.” Reid informed the students that
if the school system lacks full funding, “that
will likely require us to go back to the bar-

gaining table to talk about how we're going
to respond to that.”

Many Fairfax County residents are increas-
ingly worried about their property tax bills
supporting increased funding requests by
Fairfax County Public Schools. Home values
in Fairfax County are high, pushing property
taxes higher. Fairfax County has mailed over
357,000 updated 2025 real estate assess-
ment notices to all property owners.

“Based on equalization changes [mar-
ket-driven value increases or decreases],
countywide residential real estate assess-
ments are up an average of 6.65 percent,
with the average assessment for all homes at
$794,235. In 2024, the countywide average
home assessment was $744,526,” reports
the county. On average, home prices in-
creased, “due to demand exceeding supply.”

See story on budget on page 2 for more
details on what the Board of Supervisors in-
cluded in the fnal markup, including a cut
in real estate tax rate.
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Ticket Sales and Donations Down for
GLOBAL's Annual AcceptAbility Gala May 21

NIH Funding Cuts
Loom for Down
syndrome research.

By Mercia Hobson
THE CONNECTION

ichelle Sie Whitten, president
and CEO of the non-profit or-
ganization Global Down Syn-
drome Foundation (GLOBAL),
fears the impact of two impending financial
blows to the foundation. Their annual Ac-
ceptAbility Gala on Wednesday, May 21, is
seeing a decrease in gala table and ticket
sales this year, as well as donations. There is
a reported drop in philanthropy in part due to
eliminating thousands of positions in the fed-
eral government and economic uncertainty.

“We want people to support the gala. We
want people to donate, buy tickets, and buy
tables, however they can support it. We even
need volunteers,” Whitten said.

Whitten said that this situation coincides
with the second potentially imminent fi-
nancial setback. That is, federal cuts to the
National Institutes of Health (NIH) funding
for Down syndrome research, despite the
recent enhancements in funding due to the
INCLUDE Project (Investigation of Co-oc-
curring Conditions across the Lifespan to
Understand Down Syndrome), according to
Whitten. NIH launched its INCLUDE Project
in June 2018 to support a Congressional
directive in the fiscal year (FY) 2018 Om-
nibus Appropriations. The directive called
for a new NIH research initiative on critical
health and quality-of-life needs for individu-
als with Down syndrome.

David Egan and Frank Stephens are

PHOTO COURTESY OF GLOBAL DOWN SYNDROME FOUNDATION
David Egan stands beside Michelle Sie Whitten, the CEO of GLOBAL, and her daugh-
ter, as Republican U.S. Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (WA-5) addresses them at the
2023 AcceptAbility Gala. Rogers served in office from Jan. 3, 2005, to Jan.3, 2025.

self-advocates for Down syndrome. In sep-
arate interviews with The Connection, they
discussed their involvement with the GLOB-
AL, which focuses on research and advocacy.

Egan highlighted the importance of NIH
funding for improving healthcare for indi-
viduals like him with Down syndrome, cit-
ing his near-death personal experience with
COVID-19 and long COVID. Egan noted Vir-
ginia’s lack of Down syndrome clinics and
the need for better healthcare support. He is
the author of More Alike Than Different: My
Life with Down Syndrome.

Egan served on Capitol Hill as a Joseph
P Kennedy Jr. Foundation Public Policy Fel-
low with the House Ways and Means Com-
mittee, testified before the Senate HELP
Committee, and spoke at the United Na-
tions. Egan is a Special Olympics athlete,
received the Quincy Jones Award, and ad-
vocates for improved research and care for
people with Down syndrome.

Frank Stephens emphasized funding re-
search, public education, and the importance
of the Accessibility Gala, held on May 21.

He shared his emotional connection to the
event, honoring his mother, who died in Jan-
uary from Alzheimer’s. He also mentioned
his participation in the Special Olympics,
particularly in golf, basketball, track, and
horseback riding.

Stephens has had notable speaking en-
gagements and media appearances, advocat-
ing against the use of the term “retard.” He
expressed his desire to contribute to society.

“I don’t need to be cured or pitied. I need
to be given the opportunity to be the best
person I can be and contribute my talents
to making this a better world for everyone. I
want what everyone wants, to make my life
a good one. I'm very grateful to my mother.”

The 2025 AcceptAbility Gala by GLOB-
AL recognizes Stephens’ mother, Cornelia
“Corny” Stephens, in loving memory on its

fundraising page.

The AcceptAbility Gala is at the Marriott
Marquis in Washington, D.C. It starts at 6
p.m. with a reception and red carpet, fol-
lowed by a three-course dinner, a live auc-
tion, and performances by local dancers
with Down syndrome, and multiplatinum
artist and actor, Phillip Phillips.

The gala emcees are Chuck Todd, host of
The Chuck ToddCast and former modera-
tor of Meet the Press, and Autria Godfrey,
Emmy Award-winning former WJLA ABC
News anchor.

Whitten stated that a significant shift in
NIH funding took place in 2017. Advocacy
efforts by the GLOBAL transformed Down
syndrome research at NIH from being the
most underfunded genetic condition to a
well-supported research priority.

“We worked with Congress, and we were
just so honored and relieved. It’s kind of like
finally finding somebody who listens to you
or believes in you,” she said. “So, the leading
cause of developmental delay in the U.S. and
in the world is the least funded genetic con-
dition at the NIH? And it was like, yep,” Whit-
ten said. Funding dramatically increased.

Whitten said that while the average lifes-
pan for a person with Down syndrome has
doubled from 30 to 60 years, individuals
with it deserve better care through medical
research, especially as they age.

Gala tickets start at $700 and can be
purchased online at www.globaldownsyn-
drome.org. GLOBAL leverages the Gala
to raise awareness and funding for Down
syndrome research. This year, bipartisan
congressional members and celebrities
stand poised to champion Down syndrome
research. Two U.S. representatives, Repub-
lican Robert Aderholt ( AL-4) and Demo-
crat Diana DeGette (CO-01), are to receive
GLOBATs highest honor.

Update on Comstock-Town of Herndon Controversy

Mediation between the parties begins.

By Mercia Hobson
THE CONNECTION

he Town of Herndon and Comstock

I Venture LC are entering mediation

in June, a spokesperson for the

town told The Connection in an email. “The

Town is not party to any litigation concern-

ing this project,” said Brent M. Heavner, the

town’s new Chief Communications Officer,
in mid April.

It has been nearly five months since Dec.
6, 2024, when Comstock first notified the
Town of Herndon of the company’s elec-
tion not to proceed with construction of the
downtown redevelopment project.

After the project’s collapse, Comstock was
supposed to execute certain documents to
transfer the property back to Herndon, but
according to the town’s website on the proj-
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

ect, it has failed to do so.

Since Comstock has not transferred the
land back to the town, in January 2025, the
town notified Comstock that it was exercis-
ing its contractual right to have the property
returned. In the hopes that Comstock’s fail-
ure to return the property could be easily re-
solved, the town demanded “that the parties
submit to nonbinding mediation.”

In December 2020, the town transferred
a 4.7-acre parcel of town-owned land in the
historic downtown district within a portion
of its arts overlay district to Comstock at no
cost under rules governed by a comprehen-
sive agreement signed by both parties. At the
time, a press release stated, “The public-pri-
vate partnership between the town of Com-
stock will create the centerpiece of Herndon’s
revitalization plan for its historic downtown.”

The mixed-use redevelopment project

faced numerous challenges and delays after
being agreed upon by both parties in 2017.
In 2018, three neighboring property owners,
under their rights, appealed the approval of
Comstock’s project by the town’s Heritage
Preservation Review Board which granted the
developer the necessary Certificates of Appro-
priateness that allowed the developer to de-
molish buildings at 770 Elden Street and 750
Center Street. The appeal forced Comstock to
withdraw its development plan and resubmit
a new plan, which the Review Board later
approved in May 2019. Economic uncertain-
ties followed, and in April 2022, this caused a
two-year pause due to increased construction
costs and supply chain disruptions further de-
layed by COVID-related issues.

According to the current town post regard-
ing mediation, as of Monday, April 28, “This
would allow the parties to work with a neu-
tral mediator, with the hope that the town can
avoid having to file a lawsuit against Com-

stock. This mediation process will last no lon-
ger than 90 days.” The online post states that
Comstock would either reconvey the property
back to town or not. If not, both sides would
have to spend money on litigation.

The collapse of the Herndon-Comstock
Redevelopment project impacted the town
and Comstock, but it also left buildings razed
and businesses affected. Comstock razed the
buildings at 770 Elden Street, the site of
the former Stohlman Subaru. The company
erected a construction fence around a por-
tion of the property. The fence remains.

On Dec. 4, two days before Comstock an-
nounced the project’s collapse on Dec. 6, A
Thousand Stories, the local Herndon book-
store located at 750 Center Street, announced
it was closing because the building they were
in “is closing next year due to the upcoming
downtown Herndon development.”

“We haven’t been able to find a new loca-
tion.” The bookstore closed.
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FREE GUIDED WALK AT MEAD-

OWLARK

Enjoy free garden admission and
a refreshing one-hour walk
through Meadowlark’s beautiful
95 acres located at 9750 Mead-
owlark Gardens Ct., Vienna. Each
walk will cover hilly terrain, fea-
ture a positive focus, and include
a silent, meditative portion — plus
a few fun facts from the docent
along the way.

MONTH OF MAY

Fairfax City Celebrates Small Busi-
nesses During Small Business
Month. In honor of national Small
Business Month in May, Fairfax
City Economic Development is
celebrating its many unique small
businesses. Fairfax City Small Busi-
ness Month invites the community
to explore the city’s diverse retail
and small business offerings, take
advantage of special promotions
and experiences, and support
local entrepreneurs and charitable
causes. Participating businesses are
offering a variety of specials and
promotions, including:

Romp n’ Roll: $5 off a trial class; $25
off 10-20 class pass (in-store); and
$25 off in-store birthday parties

Gaming Giant: 5% off single item with
donation

Smiley Skin: 25% off waxing services
and a $25 bonus gift card with a
$100 gift card purchase

Lucy Loves: Raffle entry with a $10
purchase

OSA Martial Arts: Waived registration
fee for tae kwon do, judo, bon kuk
gum bub and hapkido classes

Kaizen MMA: One-week free trial

BE2 Pilates: Five sessions for $150

Ace Hardware: Buy three, get 10% off
rubs and spices

Fairfax Pilates: Buy one class, get one
at half price

Other participants include Bond’s Es-
cape Room, Fran’s Cake and Candy
Supplies, Joylife Spa, Mode on
Main by Mara, Paradise Games and
Gifts, Cinema Arts Theatre, DIY
Scent Studio, Omni Wellness & Per-
formance, eXurb Fitness, Weber’s
Pet Supermarket, and more.

On Saturday, May 31, Fairfax City will
host a retail fair from 11 a.m. to 3
p.m. in Old Town Square (10415
North St., Fairfax) where shoppers
can browse select products and
services from multiple local busi-
nesses, all in one place. Participat-
ing businesses will have demon-
strations including fashion shows,
pilates classes, etc.

GARDEN TOURS

Visitors can plan self-guided tours of
the region’s most splendid gar-
dens, including these not-to-miss
sites (check with the individual
gardens for hours of operation):

Meadowlark Botanical Gardens, a 90-
acre oasis featuring more than 100
cherry trees surrounding a lovely
lake, plus an extensive shade gar-
den, native wildflowers, gazebos,
birds, butterflies, seasonal blooms
and the very unique Korean Bell
Garden.

Green Spring Gardens, an outdoor
classroom, national historic site,
and museum featuring a wooded
stream, a valley with ponds, a
native plant garden, over 20 the-
matic demonstration gardens, and
a greenhouse filled with tropical
plants.

River Farm, a historic 25-acre site
on the banks of the Potomac
River that was once part of George

The Wellness and Safety Expo will take place on Friday, May 9,
2025 at the Vienna Community Center.

Washington’s original five farms
and is now the headquarters of the
American Horticultural Society.
George Washington’s Mount Ver-
non, the home to America’s first
president, features four bountiful
gardens to explore and enjoy. In
addition, experience wide-open
spaces, wooded landscapes, and a
quarter-mile-long forest trail — not
to mention the vast educational
resources available on site.

SOFTBALL PLAYERS WANTED!

The Golden Girls of Northern Vir-
ginia, a senior women'’s softball
league, is looking for players.
Women over 40 and all skill
levels welcome. They play most
Wednesday evenings and Saturday
mornings in Vienna from May-July
and September-October. For more
information, visit goldengirls.org.

PLANT A TREE

The McLean Trees Foundation,
Neighborhood Trees Program,
wants to help you plant a native

tree in your yard. Don’t know how

to plant a tree but want to support
the environmental health of your
community? Want your family to
have the experience of planting a
tree? If you live in McLean, Virgin-
ia, the McLean Trees Foundation
(MTF) (a local nonprofit) will help
you select an appropriate native
tree for your property, deliver the
tree to your yard, help you plant it,
provide information on mainte-
nance, and even check back with
you a few months after planting

to see how your tree is doing. If
you are interested in participating
in this terrific program to boost
our native tree canopy in McLean,
please visit our website at https://
www.mcleantreesfoundation.org/
neighborhood-tree-program and
submit your application! A modest
fee of $100 is assessed to cover
the costs of the program (limit

one 6-7 foot tree in 15 gallon
container per household). We have
a separate program for those who
are interested in spearheading a
community tree planting campaign
in their neighborhood. MTF’s

Tree Champion program makes it
easy to help your neighbors plant
more trees! For more informa-
tion, visit the website at https://
www.mcleantreesfoundation.org/
tree-champions-program .

NOW THRU JUNE 9

Required Reading: A Visual Poetry
Exhibition on Language &
Silence. 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. At
Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
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Workhouse Way, Lorton. “What
happens when words are rear-
ranged, erased, or transformed into
something new? Required Reading
is an exhibition that challenges the
limits of language, bringing togeth-
er eight artists who break tradition-
al communication structures and
invite the viewer into an unex-
pected dialogue. Visit the website
https://www.workhousearts.org/
required-reading-exhibit

WEDNESDAY/MAY 7

Lifetime Learning Institute of
Northern Virginia Forum. 10-11
a.m. Little River United Church of
Christ, 8410 Little River Turnpike,
Annandale. Guest Speaker John
Lechelt, Professor of Political Sci-
ence, Northern Virginia Communi-
ty College, will address the subject
of Guns in America: A Complex
National Dilemma. This program is
free and open to the public without
registration. Email any questions to
admin@llinova.org.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 7

360 Allstars. 7 p.m. At McLean
Community Center, 1234 In-
gleside Ave., McLean. Spinning
circles around the competition,
360 Allstars showcases a dream
team of sensational champs in a
supercharged physical performance
celebrating street culture—BMX,
basketball, breakdancing, beat-
boxing, acrobatics, drumming and
more. Boasting a stellar interna-
tional cast of world champions and
world record-holding athletes and
artists, the show has had sold out
runs on Broadway and at Sydney
Opera House and the Edinburgh
Fringe Festival.

MAY 8-9

Mid-Atlantic Masters Seminar. At
McLean Bible Church in Tysons
Corner. The Mid-Atlantic Masters
Seminar is a regional event de-
signed to explore how hope can be
intentionally taught and sustained
in young people and communities.
Founded by Rick Miller, creator
of Kids at Hope and professor of
practice at Arizona State Univer-
sity, the seminar draws on nearly
two decades of work through the
national Master’s Institute. This
year’s theme, Creating & Activating
Hope, brings together professionals
from education, behavioral health,
juvenile justice, recreation, and
child welfare sectors to examine
how hope-focused practices can
transform outcomes for youth and
families.

The Workhouse Arts Center Annual Golf Tournament Fundrais-
er will take place on Thursday, May 15, 2025 at Laurel Hill Golf

Course in Lorton.

MAY 8-10

“Anything Goes.” 7:30 p.m. At
George C. Marshall High School,
7731 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church.
“Anything Goes is set aboard the
ocean liner S. S. American, where
nightclub singer/evangelist Reno
Sweeney (Saniya Desai) is en route
from New York to England. Her
pal Billy Crocker (Jacob Lee) has
stowed away to be near his love,
Hope Harcourt (Dena Talebnejad/
Evie Richardson), but the problem
is Hope is engaged to the wealthy
Lord Evelyn Oakleigh (Joan Alfa-
ro/Shahrad Valizadeh).

Performances are:

Thursday May 8th, 2025 at 7:30pm

Friday May 9th, 2025 at 7:30pm

Saturday May 10th, 2025 at 2pm

Saturday May 10th, 2025 at 7:30pm
(Senior Night)

THURSDAY/MAY 8

MPA Spring Benefit. 7:30-9:30 p.m.
At the McLean home of Reggie and
Dharini Aggarwal. Sponsored by
McLean Project for the Arts, which
relies on the funds raised at Spring
Benefit to further its mission to
educate and inspire the community
through contemporary visual arts
exhibitions and arts education
programs. Those include MPA

ArtReach, which extends these
exhibitions into the community
through gallery tours and work-
shops for FCPS Title I elementary
schools and other underserved
groups. Co-chaired by Cindy Green
and Christine Wang, the May 8
sunset party will feature festive
fare from Windows Catering,
music, and much more. Visit www.
mpaart.org or call 703-790-1953.

FRIDAY/MAY 9

Wellness and Safety Expo. 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m. At Vienna Community
Center, 120 Cherry St., SE, Vienna.
More than 50 local vendors,
including government agencies,
nonprofits, and local businesses
will be on hand to provide a wide
range of resources designed to help
attendees enhance their physical
and mental well-being. Exhibitors
will offer information on health
and wellness topics such as exer-
cise, independent living, health
and life insurance, hypnotherapy
and more. Visit www.viennava.
gov/wellness.

MAY 10-JUNE 15

*Jesus Christ Superstar.” 8-10 p.m.
At Workhouse Arts Center, 9518
Workhouse Way, Lorton. Produced
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by Andrew Lloyd Webber and Tim
Rice, this groundbreaking musical
has captivated audiences for over
50 years. Set against the backdrop
of the final days of Jesus Christ’s
life, the story is uniquely told
through the eyes of Judas Iscariot.
Explore the personal relationships,
struggles, and betrayals between
Jesus, Judas, Mary Magdalene, and
others, all told through a powerful
rock score.

Visit https://www.workhousearts.org/

calendar/jesus-christ-superstar

SATURDAY/MAY 10
27th Annual Eagle Festival. 10 a.m.

to 4 p.m. At Mason Neck State
Park. This festival highlights the
importance of eagles and their
habitats as well as the natural
history of Northern Virginia and
combines fun with educational
activities that encourage guests to
gain a new appreciation for the
environment. Park staff will be
joined by various exhibitors on the
visitor center lawn for a full day of
animal shows, live music, hands-on
activities and outdoor recreation
clinics. Parking for the event is
offsite at George Mason’s Gunston
Hall located at 10709 Gunston
Rd, Mason Neck, Va. Shuttles will
provide free transportation to and
from the festival at Mason Neck
State Park and will be running
about every 15-20 minutes from
9:30 a.m. until 4:30 p.m.

SATURDAY/MAY 10
Virginia Touch-a-Truck. 10 a.m. to

3 p.m. At Stone Springs Hospital
Center, 24440 Stone Springs Blvd.,
Dulles. Horn free hour 10 a.m. to
11 a.. for sensitive ears.

Admission is $5. First 300 kids receive

a free diecast car/truck.

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

from local AAPI artists, bringing
traditional and modern expressions
to life on stage.

Interactive Workshops: Participate in

hands-on workshops, including
calligraphy, origami and martial
arts demonstrations, perfect for
all ages.

Culinary Delights: Savor delicious

AAPI cuisine with food vendors of-
fering a variety of authentic dishes
and treats.

TUESDAY/MAY 13

NARFE Chapter Meeting. 1 p.m. At
Vienna Community Center. Guest
speaker Vienna Mayor Linda
Colbert. Free. Members and guests
welcome.

WEDNESDAY/MAY 14

“The King of Masks” (China; direct-
ed by Wu Tianming) in Mandarin
with English subtitles. 6:30 p.m.
At McLean Community Center,

Art Exhibits: Explore stunning art

Check out “Jesus Christ Superstar” May 10-June 15, 2025 at Work-
house Arts Center in Lorton.

SATURDAY/MAY 10

Masterpiece Mini-Golf at the
Workhouse Arts Center, Lorton.
Launching during the Second Sat-
urday event, Masterpiece Mini-Golf
is a fully artist-designed, 18-hole
mini-golf course that fuses fine art,
interactive education, and fami-
ly-friendly fun. The first nine holes
debut this May, with the second
nine set to open in June.

Each hole pays tribute to a legendary
artist or movement—think Monet,
Kahlo, Banksy, Michelangelo—with
imaginative design, interpretive
signage, and hands-on engage-
ment. It’s art history reimagined
as a vibrant, participatory game—
where every putt is a brushstroke
of discovery.

SATURDAY/MAY 10

Stamp Out Hunger Postal Food
Drive. Stamp Out Hunger is the
largest one-day food drive in
America, and letter carriers are
proud to deliver for every food
bank counting on us — over 1.9
billion 1bs of food collected since
1993. All you have to do is leave
your donation by your mailbox on
May 10. Neighbors served by the
West Springfield, Burke, Central
and North Springfield post offices
can help stock the ECHO Food
Pantry with donations to the Letter
Carriers’ Food Drive.

SATURDAY/MAY 10

Asian American & Pacific Island-
er Festival. 12-4 p.m. At Mason
District Park, 6621 Columbia Pike
in Annandale. This free, fami-
ly-friendly event promises to be a
day of culture, community and fun,
with activities and entertainment
for all ages.

Event Highlights:

Cultural Performances: Enjoy captivat-
ing dance and music performances

displays featuring works by AAPI
artists, celebrating heritage and
creativity.

Children’s Activities: Kids can enjoy

face painting, storytelling sessions
and engaging crafts designed to
teach and entertain.

SATURDAY/MAY 10
Craft and Vendor Faire. 10 a.m. to

3 p.m. At Prince of Peace Luther-
an Church, 8304 Old Keene Mill
Road, Springfield. Woman’s Club of
Springfield Craft and Vendor Faire
— Shop unique craft and vendor
items!

SATURDAY/MAY 10
Terrapin Puppet Theatre: “The

Paper Escaper”. 4 p.m. At McLean
Community Center, 1234 Ingleside
Ave., McLean. At first, the world

of the Paper Escaper exists only

in white, blacks and greys——but
then, the Illustrator reveals a
vividly colored pop-up book and
the book’s newest character, Benny.
The plucky puppet protagonist has
aspirations that take him off of the
page and he is eager to explore the
world beyond the book. This non-
verbal work uses striking visuals
and puppetry, as well as dynamic
original music and cartoon-like
sound effects, to tell a story of
determination, friendship and the
power of following your own path.

SATURDAY/MAY 10
Annual Spring Faire. 10 a.m. to 3

p.m. At Prince of Peace Lutheran
Church, 8304 Old Keene Mill Road,
Springfield. Craft and Vendor
Show. Proceeds benefit the Bethany

House.

SATURDAY/MAY 10
44th Annual Spring Civil War Mosby

Bus Tour, “Mosby and the End
of the War.” Sponsored by the
Stuart - Mosby Historical Society.
Tour Leaders will be Kevin Pawlak
and Rob Orrison. Follow Mosby’s
Rangers during the closing acts of
the Civil War, from the final fights
to the disbandment at Salem.
Cost is $80 members of the Stu-
art-Mosby Historical Society $90
for non-members. Tour does not
include lunch. To sign up contact
Rob Orrison at 703-431-2869 or
email mosbytours@gmail.com or
send your check to Rob Orrison
(make checks payable to Rob)

at 102 Melody Lane Stafford, VA
22554, Venmo: @Robert-Orrison.
No refunds after May 1, 2025.

MONDAY/MAY 12
Our Man in Moscow — In-Person.

1-2:30 p.m. At Reston Library,
Reston. International trade lawyer
Steve Creskoff shares some amus-
ing and revealing experiences he
had while working on a project
for the World Bank in Moscow in
the early 2000s, along with insight
into today’s US-Russia relations.
Visit Our Man in Moscow - Fairfax
Library Calendar - Library Home

1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean. In
1930s China, Wang is an aged

street performer who practices the
change-mask opera art of bian lian.
He laments that he has no male
heirs to carry on his mysterious
and complicated art and trade. At
an illegal child market, Wang buys
what he believes to be an orphan
boy to become his adopted grand-
son and apprentice.

THURSDAY/MAY 15

“Ki Ho’alu: That’s Slack Key Guitar”.
1 p.m. At McLean Community Cen-
ter, 1234 Ingleside Ave., McLean.
This compelling look at Hawaiian
slack-key guitar unveils a cultural
richness that is uniquely Hawaiian.
The story is told not by a narrator
but by the artists telling their sto-
ries in their own words so that the
spirit and feeling of the Hawaiian
people emerge.

THURSDAY/MAY 15

Military Mental Health and Transi-
tions. 7 p.m. At McLean Commu-
nity Center, 1234 Ingleside Ave.,
McLean. With Facilitators: Robyne
Davis, MA, LPC; Mimi Miller, Mil-
itary Wife, mother and daughter;
Katie Altman, M.Ed., FCPS School
Counselor. They will discuss
common stressors faced by service
members and their families during
times of transition. Strategies will
be provided to help relieve stress
while navigating these transitions.
Primary topics will include support
for children who move schools,
support for families to connect
with new communities and support
for families regarding stages of
development. Military and civilian
resources will be shared, includ-
ing Blue Star Families, Military
OneSource and other relevant
organizations.

THURSDAY/MAY 15

Workhouse Arts Center Annual Golf
Tournament Fundraiser. 12-5
p.m. At Laurel Hill Golf Course,
8701 Laurel Crest Drive, Lorton.
This exciting event brings together
arts supporters and golf enthusiasts
for a day of friendly competition,
networking, and philanthropy. Pro-
ceeds benefit the Workhouse’s arts
education programs, exhibitions,
and community outreach initia-
tives. Registration & Sponsorship:
Sponsorships and foursomes are
available now. Visit

www.workhousearts.org/golf to regis-
ter or become a sponsor.

Schedule:

10:30 a.m. - Registration Opens

11:00 a.m. - Box lunch

11:45 a.m. - Mega Putt Contest

12:00 noon - Shotgun Start

4:45 p.m. - Awards/Reception

THURSDAY/MAY 15

Vienna Economic Summit. 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. At Vienna Community
Center. This free event brings
together local officials and regional
economic experts for a morning of
insight and recognition. Attendees
will gain a deeper understanding

of Vienna’s current economic
outlook, upcoming development
projects, and trends affecting the
region—particularly the impact

of federal workforce changes on
Northern Virginia. In addition to
expert panels, the summit will
include Legacy Business Awards,
celebrating Vienna businesses that
have been operating for 20, 30, 40,
50, and 60 years. Visit the website,
www.exploreviennava.com.

THURSDAY/MAY 15

Bike to Work Day 2025. More than
100 Pit Stops Located Across the
Metropolitan Washington Region.
Join thousands of area commuters
for the free 24th annual event
celebrating bicycling as a fun,
low-cost, healthy, and environmen-
tally friendly way to get around.
Riders can find Bike to Work Day
pit stops around the metropolitan
region in DC, Suburban Maryland,
and Northern Virginia. The first
18,000 to register and attend one
of the pit stops will receive a free
commemorative red Bike to Work
Day T-shirt. Pit Stop informa-

tion is available at https://www.
biketoworkmetrodc.org/find-your-
pit-stop

Website: https://www.biketowork-

metrodc.org/

Registration: https://www.tfaforms.

com/4886950

FRIDAY/MAY 16
Art Guild of Clifton Art Show. 9-5

p.m. At the Clifton Presbyterian
Church, Manse, located at 12748
Richards Lane, Clifton. Fine Art
Original Paintings in oil, acryl-

ics, and watercolor along with
exquisite jewelry, quilling (not
quilting) demonstrations and live
painting en Plein Air. All welcome,
admission free.

FRIDAY/MAY 16
McLean Day Friday Night Carnival

Rides. 2-10 p.m. At Lewinsville
Park, 1659 Chain Bridge Rd.,
McLean. Come enjoy carnival

rides and games the afternoon

and evening before the McLean
Day festival! Ride wristbands and
tickets are sold onsite and online.
Advance purchase is available at
qrco.de/McLeanDay25. Patrons can
also vote for their favorite candi-
dates running for seats on the MCC
Governing Board from 4-8 p.m. in
the voting tent.

FRIDAY/MAY 16
Clifton Homes Tour. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.

At Clifton Presbyterian Chirch,
12748 Richards Lane, Clifton.
CCW(C'’s 48th Homes Tour for
charity. Four homes and Cloverleaf
Equine Center will be open. Clifton
Presbyterian Church will have a
Vendor Fair, Silent Auction, etc.
Tickets $35 in advance. Website:
https://cliftoncwe.org/

SATURDAY/MAY 17
Civil War & Militaria Show. 9 a.m.

to 4 p.m. At Arlington-Fairfax Elks
Lodge, 8421 Arlington Blvd., Fair-
fax. Vendors welcome. Admission
is $5 per person. Contact dhaken-
son@verizon.net, 703-785-5294

SATURDAY/MAY 17
Spring Fest. 6-10 p.m. At Lansdowne

Resort. Presented by EMS Studios.
This year’s event aims to raise

awareness and funds for the local
charity Reset180, an organization

See Entertainment, Page 15
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Employment

Director, Global  Operations
(Travel Cue Management LLC,
Herndon, VA 20171) full-time;
DUTIES: mng glbl ops dept. Regs:
Bach. in Bus Admin, Acctng, or
related bus fld (or foreign equiv) +
2yrs exp in ovrsng ops + employee
perfmnc for a glbl trvl mngt co. Full
desc & regs at: vawc.virginia.gov
under Job # 3981509. To apply,
send resume to peoplemgmt@
connectcue.com.
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Morrill

From PAGE 8

(EVs) or reducing car dependency
by choosing public transportation,
carpooling, biking, or walking.

v Using solar energy not only
reduces emissions but also enhanc-
es energy independence.

v Composting food waste and
adopting sustainable waste practices.

Introducing the Sustain Fairfax
Challenge

Fairfax County developed the
Sustain Fairfax Challenge — a us-
er-friendly, interactive online plat-
form to make these actions easy,
enjoyable, and impactful. This
resource provides Fairfax-specific
information, rebates, and tips to
help you cut carbon emissions and
save money.

Participants can track their im-
pact, earn badges for their achieve-
ments, collaborate with neighbors,
and join community-wide sustain-
ability challenges. This interactive
approach creates a powerful sense
of collective accomplishment,
transforming individual efforts
into community-wide victories.

Simple Changes, Significant
Benefits

Your participation isn’t just good
for the environment—it’s great for
your wallet, health, and communi-
ty well-being. By adopting sustain-
able practices, you can immediate-
ly see benefits, including:

v Lower utility bills from
straightforward energy-saving
measures.

v Better comfort and health
thanks to cleaner air, reduced pol-
lution from EVs, and less traffic
congestion due to increased use of
public transportation.

Vv Enhanced safety, prepared-
ness, and resilience through tar-
geted initiatives aimed at storm
preparedness, flood mitigation, and
cooling centers during heatwaves.

These actions also support smart
energy choices. Improving your
home’s efficiency helps reduce
emissions and energy costs while
making your space more comfort-
able and future-ready.

Join Us Today—Your Actions
Matter

The Sustain Fairfax Challenge
is accessible, easy to use, and
designed for immediate impact.
You'll join your neighbors and
actively help shape the future of
Fairfax County by participating. I
invite you to visit sustainchallenge.
fairfaxcounty.gov today and sign
up. Let’s prove our actions can cre-
ate a healthier, more resilient Fair-
fax County. Our climate goals are
ambitious, but they’re achievable
if we collaborate. We can build a
greener, healthier community, one
action at a time.

John Morrill is Director, Fairfax
County Office of Environmental
and Energy Coordination (OEEC)
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From Pace 13

dedicated to combating human
trafficking in Northern Virginia.
P20 was introduced to Reset180
through its membership with
the Greater Reston Chamber of
Commerce, which allowed the
studio to learn more about the
significant impact the organiza-
tion has in the local community.

SATURDAY/MAY 17
McLean Day 2025. 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

At Lewinsville Park, 1659 Chain
Bridge Rd., McLean. McLean’s
biggest annual festival is
celebrating its 110th Birthday!
Enjoy rockin’ music, beer and
wine garden, gourmet food
trucks, exhibitors and sponsors,
giveaways, balloon animals,
games, a magician, petting zoo,
amusements, large and small
carnival rides, and much more!
This event draws approximately
10,000+ patrons throughout
the day. Ride tickets sold onsite
and online. Advance purchase

is available at qrco.de/McLean-
Day25. Patrons can also vote for
their favorite candidates running
for seats on the MCC Governing
Board from 11 a.m-5 p.m. in the
voting tent.

SATURDAY/MAY 17
Photography Exhibition. 12-4 p.m.
At St. Christopher’s Episcopal

benefit FACETS

(https://facetscares.org/).

SATURDAY/MAY 17
Spring Civil War & Militaria Show

& Sale. 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. At Ar-
lington-Fairfax Elks Lodge, 8421
Arlington Blvd., Fairfax. Featur-
ing books, relics and memora-
bilia from all wars. Admission:
$5 per person. All vendors are
welcome! For additional infor-
mation contact Don Hakenson at
dhakenson@verizon.net, or call
703-785-5294 or contact Bud
Mayo at mayo5304@cox.net or
call 703-389-1505.

SUNDAY/MAY 18
Asian Festival. 12-6 p.m. In His-

toric Old Town Fairfax, Fairfax
City. Sponsored by the Old Town
Fairfax Business Association,

this year celebrates the “Year of
the Snake” and is shaping up to
be one of their biggest and best
events to date. This fun, free,
family-friendly event features a
full line up of live entertainment
and cultural performances, 60+
Asian food vendors and food
trucks, 60+ non-food vendors
and exhibitions, kids activities,
cosplay contest, beer garden and
karaoke. The Choy Wun Lion
Dance Troupe, with its crowd-fa-
vorite Lion Dance, will return

to celebrate the Lunar Year of

Hosted in partnership with the
RoSigle Foundation and Reston
Community Center, this vibrant,
family-friendly outdoor festival
brings together tea lovers, small
businesses, and culture enthusi-
asts from across the region for a
one-of-a-kind celebration of all
things tea. This year’s festival
will feature:

A curated marketplace of over 40
tea vendors, artisans, and well-
ness brands

Live cultural performances and tea
ceremonies

Educational talks and demos from
tea experts

A Kids’ Tea Tent with activities for
families

Live music, food vendors, and
more!

SUNDAY/MAY 18

N Gauge Model Train Show. 1-4
p.m. At Fairfax Station Railroad
Museum, 11200 Fairfax Station
Road, Fairfax Station. The
Northern Virginia NTRAK mem-
bers will have N gauge model
trains on display and running.
Admission: Museum members
and ages 4 and under, free; ages
5-12, $3; ages 13 and older, $5,
$6 for special events. Seniors,
$4; Military, active and retired,
$4. http://www.fairfax-station.

org, http://www.facebook.com/
FFXSRR, 703-425-9225.

events/open-house/

MAY 29 TO JUNE 1

Tysons Library Book & Media
Sale. At Tysons Pimmit Regional
Library, 7584 Leesburg Pike,
Falls Church. Large selection of
books and media for all ages
and interests.

Thursday, 29 May, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friday, 30 May, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday, 31 May, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday, 1 June, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.:
Bag sale. $10 for a full grocery
sack or half price if less

https://www.tysonslibraryfriends.
org/

SUNDAY/JUNE 1

Night of the Stars Annual Home-
coming Concert and 25/26
Season Kickoff. 6 p.m. At
Workhouse Arts Center. Join in a
festive evening featuring dynam-
ic performances by returning
artists and a special reveal of the
upcoming season. After the con-
cert, guests can stay for music,
dancing, and light refreshments.
Admission is “Pay What You
Will,” and all proceeds support
the Workhouse Performing Arts
Program.

Event Details:

Sunday, June 1 | Doors 5:30 PM |
Concert 6:00 PM

McGuireWoods Gallery (Bldg. 16,

Church, 6320 Hanover Ave.,
Springfield. Photography Exhibi-
tion by Veterans Behind the Lens
Collective and a Juried Show
of Fairfax County High School
Students.

Donations and proceeds from sales

‘Bandemonium!’

From Pace 5

when a person is happy or at peace. “This
work represents the warmth that love brings
us,” explained Hall. “The introduction -
which is sudden and colorful — symbolizes
the feeling of the unexpected journey to find
love. Using the colors and natural energy of
the ensemble, this sound of ambition and
passion is created throughout the work.”

The JazzCats, Centreville’s own Jazz En-
semble, will perform music with the theme,
“Let’s Eat!” Music from many jazz genres —
including swing, funk, rock and Latin — will
be featured. Three vocal selections, “Mack
the Knife,” “Pure Imagination” and “It Don’t
Mean a Thing (If It Ain’t Got that Swing)”
will showcase student vocalists from the
Centreville Band and Choral departments.
And orchestra students are also performing
in the Jazz Band.

Besides the “Theme to the Simpsons,” the
Concert Band will play a number by com-
poser Carmen Gassi called “Compass Points
West.” Said Hall, “Imagine you were a mem-
ber of the crew on those early ships of explo-
ration leaving Europe in the 15th century to
sail to America. Feelings of anticipation and
apprehension would give way to feelings of
adventure and joy.”

Noting the music is considered the uni-
versal language, Hall said cartoons should
probably have the same distinction. “The
wonderful humor of the animated charac-
ters takes us into a world where anything
is possible,” she said. “The Symphonic Band
will dazzle with the Looney Tunes Overture
and those marvelous Warner Bros. 'toons are
www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

the Snake. Visit the website:
asianfestivalonmain.com.

SATURDAY/MAY 18

3rd Annual Northern Virginia
Tea Festival. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
At Lake Anne Plaza in Reston.

SUNDAY/MAY 18

theme songs known wherever motion pic-
tures, television and computers are found.”

They’ll continue with “The Runaway Cir-
cus Train” by Erik Morales. “Once you hear
the piece, you can easily visualize the story,”
said Hall. “A circus packs up and the train
begins to move to its next destination; but
trouble looms ahead and chaos ensues. Be
brave, though, for there’s light at the end of
the tunnel.” This band will then conclude
with “Tijuana Taxi,” as originally recorded
by Herb Alpert & The Tijuana Brass.

The Wind Ensemble will open with an
original piece by Rick DeJonge called “A
Toonful Tune” — a zany tribute to cartoon
music and sound effects. From clever melod-
ic references to hilarious effects including a
high-pitched scream, ensemble laughter and
whoopee cushions, Hall said this piece is
“absolutely guaranteed to bring the house
down.”

The ensemble will also perform Frank
Ticheli’s moving rendition of “Shenandoah.”
The work’s mood ranges from quiet reflec-
tion, through growing optimism to profound
exaltation.

Additionally, Centreville’s band will play
selections from the hit musical and movie,
“Wicked,” before ending the night with its
traditional, end-of-year performance of “The
Stars and Stripes Forever” by John Philip
Sousa.

“As always, this is a free, family-friendly
event that we hope will bring in many guests
from the Centreville community,” said Hall.
“Come celebrate another tremendous year
of in-person music-making, along with the
Centreville High Wildcat Band family. We
hope to see everyone there.”

Open House. 1-3 p.m. At Simple
Changes Therapeutic Riding
Center, 10800 Belmont Blvd.,
Lorton. Enjoy free pony rides,
tours, and an ice cream truck!
Visit https://simplechanges.org/

2nd floor), Workhouse Arts
Center, Lorton, VA
Free onsite parking | Casual purple-
and-gold attire encouraged
More info: https://www.workhou-
searts.org/calendar/homecom-
ing-concert

Stamp Out
Hunger

Stamp Out Hunger is the largest
one-day food drive in America, and
letter carriers are proud to deliver
for every food bank counting on us
— over 1.9 billion pounds of food
collected since 1993. All you have to
do is leave your donation of non-per-
ishable food by your mailbox on
Saturday, May 10.

Car Seat
Inspections on
May 22

Parents may get their children’s
car seats inspected this Thursday,
May 22, from 5-8:30 p.m., outside
the Sully District Police Station. It’s
at 4900 Stonecroft Blvd. in Chantil-
ly. Inspections are done on a first-
come, first-served basis. Participants
should install the child safety seat
themselves so the inspection can be
performed. The seat will be properly
re-installed if necessary, and parents
will be taught how to install the
seat properly. Everyone is eligible.
Another car-seat inspection is sched-
uled for June 12, at the same place
and time.

Vegging Out
in Print

By KENNETH B. LOURIE

During my ‘formative years,” childhood to
now, other than baby food vegetables my late
mother no doubt fed me (they didn’t/don't
have cream cheese and American cheese
sandwiches - my go-to food staple, in a jar),
other than Green Giant corn niblets and/or
seasonal corn on the cob, | never, and | mean
never, ate vegetables. Now whether it was
my maternal grandmother’s Eastern European
cooking or my mother’s need to clean up the
kitchen by a certain time, | was never made
to eat or even exposed to many vegetables
while eating at home. (When my mother did
cook a vegetable - primarily for my father, she
used a pressure-cooker. Whatever life those
vegetables had going into that pot, they came
out limp and lifeless.)

As my eating habits have evolved (even
cavemen and women evolved), | have occa-
sionally had vegetables on my plate. Never
a large portion but enough that I wasn’t the
object of ridicule. Mostly I have come to
semi-tolerate green vegetables, even spinach
believe it or not, Popeye cartoons notwith-
standing. Apparently, vegetables, as | learned
later in life, are not necessarily supposed to
be cooked in a pressure-cooker or squeezed/
eaten out of a can. And when prepared prop-
erly, some vegetables actually taste okay.

In summary, I've become mostly civilized
when it comes to food. Nothing to brag about
and nowhere near normal. If the dinner was
not prepared/selected, off the children’s
menu, it’s likely most choices I won't eat for
any number of reasons: name, look, smell,
texture, country of origin, et cetera. | don't
own any big-boy pants, so yours truly is more
often than not, yours stupid/stubborn.

Recently however, | crossed the line
between me and normal. Inadvertently, due
to availability, I bought some pre-packaged
French green beans. After eating them | found
their “pencil thin mustache” width appealing
in taste and appearance and not because they
reminded me of Ricky Ricardo, as sung by the
late, great Jimmy Buffett. As with Mikey, from
those old Life cereal television commercials,
Kenny likes it.

Unfortunately, ever since that first uninten-
tional purchase and subsequent serving for
dinner, in repeated trips to our local Sprouts
supermarket where | originally bought these
fancy green beans, | have been too late. The
beans are all gone. After my third unsuccess-
ful venture into their store/produce section,

I did the first of two actions I've never done
before. First, | asked a produce employee
about a vegetable’s availability, since during
my mid-afternoon arrivals, the beans were
always gone. Her answer was that the French
beans are popular, and they usually run out.
She then suggested | return in the morning.

This brings me to the second action.
Never, ever, have | made a special trip - in the
morning no less, to a supermarket/produce
stand, whatever, to buy a vegetable. This kind
of ‘special” action typically is reserved for
an Entenmann’s or a Ben & Jerry’s ice cream
sale, but a vegetable? To invoke one of my
wife Dina’s favorite quotes: “Hardly.” | can’t
say I'm proud of my behavior, but neither am
I embarrassed. As my father-in-law so often
says: “It is what it is.”

Kenny Lourie is an Advertising Representative for
The Potomac Almanac & The Connection Newspapers.
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LONG & FOSTER Forbes
Work with the #1 Realtor @%ﬂ)‘% (/wcm 758 Walker Road Suite E, Great Falls VA 22066

703-759-9190 » GreatFallsGreatHomes.com

Dianne Van Volkenburg donates a portion of each sale to the Great Falls Community and Embry Rucker Community Shelter
Great Falls Great Homes ®

Great Falls $1,850,000 MclLean $2,499,000 Great Falls $2,850,000
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Great Falls $1,899,000 MclLean $3,199,000 GreatFalls $3,395,000
McLean $1,189,999  Great Falls $2,995,000 Great Falls $1,700,000

When Results Matter!
CALL ME TODAY!

/03-757-3222

Sales@GreatFallsGreatHomes.com
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